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INTRODUCTION 


by 

Norman Holmes Pearson 

Although a century has now passed since Hawthorne’s Twice-Told 
Tales first appeared before the American public, not even the changes of 
taste that have swept so many of his contemporaries from the affections 
of the people have done mucli to alter the admiration with which he has 
been read. A great deal of what flowered in New England now seemi 
faded with the passing of time, despite the rare quality which it pos^ 
sessed and the extraordinary enthusiasm with which it was tended^^ But 
the pure beauty of Hawthorne’s style and his deep perception of huihaL 
nature have spread beyond the small region where he lived and over the 
years which separate his time from our own.'^ 

There was no truer child of the religious mood and the cultural heri 
tage of New England. Most of Hawthorne s life was spent uneventfully 
there. He was born in the seaport town of Salem in 1804, and died 
sixty years later during a short journey from his Concord home. As an 
older man, his tales and most of his novels written, he spent some seven 
years in England and in Italy; but this late taste of cosmopolitanism 
came when he no longer needed it, or, at least, when he had already estab- 
lished both his approach to life and his manner of writing. He substi- 
tuted the consulate at Liverpool for the custom house at Salem, the lichen 
of an English cathedral for the mosses of the Concord manse. The scene 
was altered, but he learned little that was new. This is not to say that 
Hawthorne knew all things about man and nature from his limited New 
England experience, but certain fundamentals he understood profound- 
ly, and this understanding was expressed with a keener sense of the 
beauty of words and the cadence of language than any American had 
hitherto achieved. In Hawthorne, America had for the first time a writer 
of fiction for whom no apology was needed. 

His life passed without much excitement. He did not, like Dana, round 
Cape Horn, the great jib flying to leeward and the fury of the waves 
breaking over the bow. He did not, like Melville, wander through the 
fragrant valley of the Typees with Fayaway, olive-skinned and flower- 
girdled, on his arm. He did not even stride the barren moors with dour 
Carlyle at Craigenputtock, as Emerson, his Concord neighbor, had. But 
as a boy he roamed the crooked streets of Salem, or, heels-up, lay out- 
stretched upon the floor at home, reading Spenser and Bunyan and Mil- 
ton, reading them again and again. He learned of the share his ancestors 
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had had in the panic that seized Salem Village, when, near the close of 
the seventeenth century, witches had worried the minds of the villagers 
and pricked them into terror. He heard the old wife’s tale of a curse 
hurlM by the husband of a witch at grim Judge Hathorne. And he 
dreamed of the great inheritance of land that should have been his 
family’s had deeds and titles been preserved. 

The Hawthorne family was old, but it was not rich. Hawthorne’s 
father had been a sea-captain and had died at Surinam. The log-book of 
one voyage of his father’s ship Herald, from Boston to Madeira and the 
Indies, he owned when a child, and the report of the fight with a French 
privateer, in which the British Cornwallis was rescued, fascinated him. 
But his mind was more often ashore. For economy’s sake, his widowed 
mother with her two daughters and her son left Salem for a time to live 
with her brother in Maine. There the boy went wandering through the 
woods about Sebago Lake with his uncle’s dog, Watch, gunning for 
partridges and fishing for fat trout. ^Tt was there,” he said, “I first got my 
cursed habits of solitude.” And later at Bowdoin College he still liked 
most of all to watch logs tumbling down the Androscoggin or to go bat- 
fowling in the summer twilight. Longfellow was in his class, but the two 
saw little of each other. It was not until years after, when Longfellow 
was an established author and Hawthorne was determined to be one, that 
they became in any sense friends. Longfellow was too elegant; and Haw- 
thorne, when he took part in the life of the college, turned to the group 
which risked a fine to meet secretly at Ward’s Tavern, or cut chapel, or 
gathered together for a little friendly gambling. He made friends, like 
Bridge, who later paid for the publication of the Twice-Told Tales, and 
Pierce, who as Piesident gave him the Liverpool consulship; but usually 
Hawthorne remained aloof, preferring then, as throughout his life, to 
observe rather than to participate. He read enormously from the library 
of his college society, good novels by Scott and ‘^that damned ranting 
stuff” of Neal and others’ which he relished so much. At various times, 
with two or three other students, he donated to the library a set of John- 
son, Percy’s Reliques, a complete Swift and other volumes. 

Even in childhood, Hawthorne had toyed with the idea of writing, 
and as he grew older an ambition to devote himself to literature was 
strengthened. Once his college life was ended he returned to Salem, where 
for over a decade he did little more than write. Fanshawe, published in 
1828, was the first result, and although no one would call it a good novel, 
a great many in their zeal have made it out to be a much worse story of 
adventure than it is. It is full of Neal’s damned rant and Scott’s “racing 
and chasing o’er Cannobie Lee,” which he used as a motto to one of his 
chapters. The setting is autobiographical though the events are not; and 
ifawthorne, not yet deep enough in the past to write The Gray Chants- 
pion, nor mature enough to mold characters outside his own experience, 
seems to have derived more profit from Bowdoin in retrospect than in 
residence. 

Hawthorne was always his own best critic; though he had paid for the 
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publication of Fanshawe he withdrew it from circulation and tossed it to 
the flames. But he kept on writing. When in 1837 next volume, the 
Twice-Told Tales, appeared, the toneless and awkward ^le of Fanshawe 
had been refined into a(melodious and graceful delicacy .^hat Hawthorne 
should have turned from the writing of novels to a shorter form is not 
strange, for though he was not destitute, he still had to sell in order to 
live; and in an age when only the newspaper, the magazine and the annual 
flourished vigorously enough to support a native literature, a writer 
could not choose his form. It was thrust upon him, and Hawthorne, early 
in his career, wrote to an editor, “I have complied with your wishes in re- 
gard to brevity.’^ Yet if ever a nation^s failure to patronize its own literary 
figures ultimately resulted in some good it has been in America; for it is 
to this neglect we owe whatever* we have contributed to the development 
of the short story. Thus Hawthorne kept his attention on the type ofwnt- 
ing which he could sell and his eyes open for material to write abouTi^ 
Not much is known about Hawthorne’s life in the years imm'fedi^tely 
after college, and they have come, with his own romantic and somewhat 
self-conscious help, to be veilec in an air of mystery as pervading as that 
of his own tales. At times he travelled through New England; once west- 
ward even as far as Detroit. He was alert for detail to be jotted down in 
journals. “Think nothing too trifling to write down, so it be in the smallest 
degree characteristic. You will be surprised to find on reperusing your 
journal what an importance and graphic power these little particulars 
assume.” This was the advice he wrote to a friend bound on a voyage to 
Africa; this was advice he followed himself on his cruise along Lake 
Champlain. Throughout the tales, and even later in his novels, these 
entries from his journals reappear. In The Great Stone Face, The Great 
Carbuncle, Ethan Brand, here and there, as though thrown in as ballast to 
keep his romanticism from floating away, these de^riptive bits of realism 
can be found. Seated on a Berkshire stoop, l^awthorne chatted, one 
evening with a filthy, one-armed soap-maker. “ ^ My s tudy said 

he. And looking at me T do not know your nameT^id he, ‘but there is 
something of the hawk-eye about you too.’ ” Evenings at home in Salem, 
Hawthorne walked past the rich, white-pillared doors of homes he might 
have entered, sitting down beside the toll-gatherer, as the tin peddlers, 
the pickle manufacturers and the young girls strolled across the bridge 
or hurried by. He listened to the legends of the past from old women 
crouched all day over the kitchen fire, clicking their knitting-needles, 
or taking a turn at the spit; and in sending some of his earliest tales 
to a publisher in 1829 he wrote: “You will see that one of the stories is 
founded upon the superstitions of this part of the country. I do no* 
know that such an attempt has hitherto been made, but, as I have throw* 
away much time in listening to such traditions, I could not help tr3n[Bg 
to put them into some shape. The tale is certainly rather wild and 
grotesque, but the outlines of many not less so might be picked up here- 
abouts.”^ 

\What Ihe life about him could not give, he got from books. In an 
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election sermon of the Puritans he grew to know the terror of the Black 
Man better; from older histories like Cotton Mather’s and newer ones 
like Peter’s General History of Connecticut] in English Annual Registers 
and State Trials] in the newspapers and court-records of New England 
he steeped himself until his intimacy with the past was worthy of a pro- 
fessional historian. Here his hereditary affiliation and childhood fascina- 
tion coincided with the interest of a young and self-con^ious nation and 
a general literary fashion made popular by Walter ScofO 
/ What Scott did not give him, however, and what he owed to his New 
England heritage, was a sense of the depth and complexity of man’s inner 
^life. The Puritan instinct, howey^ it may have been expressed, was one 
bf honest and sober introspec tion j it penetrated the sham of man’s ex- 
terior to his more animal nature’ oeneath. It knew that man’s heart is 
better to be trusted than his lips, and this duplicity it attempted to lay 
bare. All nature lay like an emblem-book spread open; each movement 
had its own divine significance. The rush of wind, the roll of thunder, 
the gentle springtime sun, equally showed the steady hand of God. In- 
extricably connected, divinely interwoven, was man with man and man 
with nature. By Hawthorne’s time the theology of Calvinism, which 
armed the Puritan instinct, had largely disappeared. Hawthorne was no 
Calvinist — he was not even a church-goer — but the Puritan instinct was 
still his. 

It his heritage made natural his early reading of Spenser, Bunyan 

ilton made literary. He saw the characters he wrote about in moral 
chiaroscuro, and like Spenser’s knights and Bunyan’s brown-clad Puri- 
tans his figures moved in spiritual shadows. He sensed an intimacy of na- 
ture with the action of his tales. In Milton’s epic of Paradise Lost the 
heavens groaned at the fall of the angels, and in Hawthorne’s tale of 
Goodman Brown the winds whispered in sorrow the young man’s loss of 
Faith. Because Hawthorne believed in no theology, his knowledge of the 
complexity of man’s inner life was psychologically similar, in its literary 
applications, to what he might have learned today. All this he made a 
part of his story-telling, and it is from this sense of the total nexus of 
things that the atmospheric intensity and the unity of tone resul^ 
Until The Scarlet Letter appeared in 1850, he published nothing but 
tales and essays. With these he was increasingly dissatisfied. ‘‘They 
have,” he wrote, “the pale tint of flowers that blossomed in too retired 
a shade.’^Part essay, part tale, his stories centered in some mood or 
incident. Th^ recalled some episode in history, or probed some individual 
problem of the soul. As the taste of the age demanded and the nature of 
the author approved, they bore their lessons, but rather as though a 
#ew Deucalion ha^cast moral tracts over his shoulder and found them 
^rown into literatur^ Yet Hawthorne’s material for such tales was lim- 
ited, and his increasing interest in psychological relationships demanded 
larger form. “In the humblest event I resolved at least to achieve a novel 
that should evolve some deep lesson and should possess physical 
stance enough to stand alone.” 
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Meanwhile he experimented in living. Partly because at last he 
wanted a share in common life, mostly because he wanted an income 
large enough to marry on, he went to work as a surveyor in the custom 
house at Boston. There on long winter days he paced the icy decks of 
salt-ships and coal-vessels, or fled the freezing north winds by climbing 
down into dirty little cabins to warm himself beside red-hot stoves. His 
mind was too entangled in weights and measures, his emotions too con- 
cerned with love, to leave much energy for the creation of fiction, though 
he did manage a hack job or two to fill his pocket-book. He turned hope- 
fully from Long Wharf to the fields of Brook Farm in an effort, as he first 
put it, to escape ^^all the fopperses and flummeries which have their origin 
in a false state of society;” and there, frocked in blue wocden, shod in 
heavy cow-hide boots, he passionately attacked a heap of manure. 
Reality stifled his hope. “It s my opinion, dearest,” he wrote to his 
fiancee, “that a man’s soul ma^^ be buried and perish under a dung -heap 
or in a furrow of the field, just as well as under a pile of money. . . . The 
real Me was never an associate ‘ of the community.” Hawthorne wanted 
security much more than he c ired what kind of society gave it to him, 
but he failed to find it in the transcendental socialism of Brook Farm. 
This hope gone, he cast his native prudence to the winds, married and 
went to live in Concord. In the old manse where Emerson had written 
Nature and a line of preachers had filled the attic with manuscripts of 
sermons, Hawthorne continued their didactic tradition. There by the 
gnarled apple-trees and sluggish stream lapsing through the meadow be- 
hind the house most of Mosses from an Old Manse was written. He lived 
here for four years, but, as his family increased, the old necessity for 
security urged him on, and for the following two years he w^as employed 
in the custom house at Salem. When this period was cut short, the bitter 
experiences of which he told in his introduction to The Scarlet Letter y 
he wrote at last his novel. 

It made him famous. No novel so fine had appeared in America, and 
few so fine have appeared since. From a seventeenth-century New Eng- 
land punishment, an earlier mention of which he made in Endicott ana 
the Red Cross , he drew a symbol of the diverse and protracted effects oi 
sin. The great beauty of T hr Scarlet Letter as a literary achievement lies 
in its flexible unity within a strictly patterned complexity; the specula- 
tion within the characters’ own minds gives the novel an inner as well as 
an outer action. The spiritual enrichment of Hester, the decay of Dim- 
mesdale, the wizening of Chill ingworth are each intensified by the 
development of the others’ natures. The moral of the story lies in Peapl’s 
rebuke to Dimmesdale as they meet in the silence of the woods: “Thou 
wast not bold! — thou wast not true!” Chillingworth's revenge was not 
in itself the wrong; it was his hidden persecution of Dimmesdale and his 
relentless pursuit of a single aim, twisting his nature and warping his 
soul, which wrought evil in him. Because Dimmesdale confused his own 
conscience, rather than because he sinned, his body wasted away as 
rhough in sympathy with his soul. Not even Hester, whom nature forced 
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into the open, was herself quite honest; had she been, the scarlet letter 
would have dropped of itself from her breast. Silently she permitted 
the revenge of Chillingworth, wittingly she perceived Dimmesdale^s tor- 
ture. For each of the characters, retribution was possible only where the 
sin was committed; and the flight which Hester and the minister planned 
would have brought no escape from the mind. This understanding w .s at 
the core of Chillingworth’s outraged cry when Dimmesdale at last con- 
fessed. This was the reason Hester returned to live out her life near 
Boston. “The breach which guilt has once made into the human soul is 
never, in this mortal state, repaired, said Hawthorne; yet he under- 
stood the bitter kind of knowledge and sympathy, the enrichment of the 
soul this breach, by all the flooding in of experience, can bring. The moral 
paradox which Milton presented in Paradise Lost made Hester, like a 
Puritan Eve, a foreshadow of a new age for women. This new age, when 
knowledge should bring woman a deeper and a richer character, was in 
the future, as were the realizations of all of Hawthorne’s reforms; but 
Hester had gone one step, and her Pearl, when grief matured the child 
into sympathetic understanding, went still further. In her the sin was 
expiated and the reward approached. Even Dimmesdale’s ministry was 
deepened through his ill-earned sympathy. A similar knowledge of the 
evil of the world had come to Goodman Brown, but Hawthorne had him- 
self matured since Brown had fled his fellow men. 

Hawthorne’s next two novels followed quickly. The House of the 
Seven Gables appeared in 1851 and The Blithedale Romance in the 
following year. With these he abandoned the directly historical, and made 
more and more use of his observation and his own experience. The general 
method, however, was not much altered. In The House of the Seven 
Gables, the great gray mansion brooding over the scene, he portrayed the 
tenacity of evil, the disintegration of a class, and the enlivening effect 
of the introduction of common and normal life through the sunny 
Phoebe and Holgrave, the daguerreotypist. The material was family 
history: the witch’s husband’s curse and the lost land grant. In The 
Blithedale Romance he used his experience at Brook Farm, patterning 
it with his study of individual types, and probing into the general move- 
ment of reform. Most of all he concerned himself with the character of 
Zenobia, who possessed something of the quality of the new woman in 
whom he was so interested, and who, like certain blue-stockings of his 
own day, felt herself possessed of much more than was actually there. 
Intellectually she was further advanced than Hester; morally she had 
lek her heart behind, and her sympathy for those about her had gone 
with it. Hollingsworth was Hawthorne’s study of the social reformer, a 
man whose goal was worthy enough, but who, in burying himself com- 
pletely in one concern to the exclusion of his spiritual growth, had 
withdrawn into an isolation as barren as that of Ethan Brand, of 
Rappaccini, or even of Chillingworth. Hollingsworth ought, Hawthorne 
observed, “to have commenced his investigation of the subject by perpe 
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trating some huge sin in his proper person, and examining the condition 
of his higher instinct afterwards.” 

In 1853 Hawthorne was appointed United States Consul at Liver- 
pool, and the pressure of his duties there kept him from publishing any- 
thing new, though he filled the pages of his journals with minute ob- 
servations of all he saw while in England and later during a year and a 
half in Italy. Finally, in i860. The Marble Faun appeared. Here in an 
Italian mist, among a group of expatriate American artists who hoped 
to find Beauty wrapped in a Roman toga, Hawthorne’s thrice-told tale 
of the moral growth of man was written once more. The carefree, faun- 
like Donatello and the dove-like Hilda were slowly transformed to 
maturity through the stain of sin. With Donatello it was through crime 
committed, and with Hilda t]« rough crime observed. Something fresh 
and innocent was lost to each, but life had grown so sadly serious, 
as Hawthorne knew, that there was no longer any place for such as they 
had been. 

The themes of Hawthorne’s works occur and recur. The reading of 
them is the pleasure of meeting an old friend slightly changed; giving 
not the excitement of a new icquaintanceship, but rather a touch of 
something fresh to what is known well. The familiarity by which one 
recognizes the spirit of Wakefield in the character of Ethan Brand, 
which draws Phoebe and Hilda together, binds all of Hawthorne’s work 
into a single study of man’s life. For with the deeper sign ficance which 
lies behind each tale and each novel, except Fanshawey^^ characters not 
merely become figures in particular plots, but reflect and set off others 
in the total ^pression of what might be called Hawthorne’s moral study 
of Juxmajail^ThUs in the latger, somewhat accidental s)m thesis of the 
body of Wswiting there is something of a repetition of the function and 
the more conscious beauty of the symbolism which integrates the 
individual works. Hawthorne’s use of symbols is like Wagner’s use of 
leitmotif to recall what has come before, and to bring the mind a greater 
consciousness than the ear alone can comprehend. The effect of this 
device is like that of T. S. Eliot’s borrowed lines from the past, which 
not only have their direct and proper part in the progress of the poem 
but bring in allusive parallel the scenes from which originally they 
came. Symbolism is like a curl of wind that lifts three leaves to play, or 
for a moment bends a flower aside. Nothing essentially there is changed, 
but things are seen in new dimensions and new beauty. Touched by one 
of Hawthorne’s symbols, thought spreads outward farther and farther 
until it embraces the whole book, then recedes to concentrate once more 
upon the particular object, before the eye goes on. The perplexed gesture 
with which Donatello tosses the little worm from the tower at Monte 
Beni reenacts all of The Marble Faun, yet it is the matter of but a 
sentence or two. The spirit of Zenobia is in her flower, the punishment of 
Hester in her letter, the innocence of Hilda in her doves. And in estab- 
lishing the relationship between the idea and the fact, each reader 
becomes his own author. 
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Hawthorne’s writing is not designed for broken or rapid reading; nor, 
certainly, is any style which depends upon the evocation of atmosphere 
and a unity of impression. It was for this reason that Hawt horn ig never 
permitted any of his novels to be serialized in magazines ; (mid to one 
begging editor he wrote; “In all my stories, I think, there is one idea 
running through them like an iron rod, and to which all other ider s are 
referred and subordinate; and this circumstance gives the narrative a 
character of monotony; which, possibly, may strengthen the impression 
which it makes, if read off at once, but would become intolerably 
wearisome, if dragged slowly before the reader, through a term of weeks 
or months.” Hawthorne depended on this rod-like structure to give body 
and direction to the air of unreality which hung like a mist over his 
stories and colored the romantic form in which he wroteTATo a con- 
temporary and very minor poet who asked Hawthorne’s opinion of his 
manuscript poem, the novelist replied: “In a story like this, it is al- 
lowable, and highly advisable (as you yourself have felt) to have as 
much mist and glorified fog as possible diffused about on all sides, but 
still there should be a distinct pathway to tread upon — a clue that the 
reader shall confide in, as being firmly fastened somewhere. People will 
^ot advance far into a poem, unless they know — or, at least, begin to 
know, or fancy they are about knowing — something of the matter in 
hand.” 

As with the old story-teller of one of his earliest and least important 
tales, Hawthorne’s “groundplots, seldom within the widest scope of 
probability, were filled up with homely and natural incidents, the gradual 
accretions of a long course of years, and fiction hid its grotesque ex- 
travagances in this garb of truth. ...” These incidents, as he said 
of certain passages in The House of the Seven Gables, “ought to be 
finished with the minuteness of a Dutch picture.” Thus in his account 
of the scene in which Clifford peers down from behind his curtained 
window at the inconsequential life in the street below, or in his brutally 
vivid relation of the grim night when Zenobia’s drowned body is found 
by the river-bank, Hawthorne’s dexterity in descriptive prose can be ob- 
served. Except that a scene like the first is integrally blended into the 
structure and background of the whole, it has the completeness of one of 
his essays. 

Hawthorne complained in his preface to The Marble Faun that Ameri- 
ca lacked the antique detail necessary to a writer like himself. “Romance 
and poetry, ivy, lichens, and wall-flowers, need ruin to make them grow.” 
Yet it is the obtrusion of these details in The Marble Faun which makes 
it at times resemble a fictionalized guide-book, and its very absence in the 
American scene led him to substitute for concrete background the highly 
developed mental metaphor. To this substitution, perhaps, is owed the 
excellence of such a chapter as “Clifford’s Chamber” in The House of 
the Seven Gables, with its extended description of Hepzibah’s hesitation, 
or so intricately developed and Jamesian a passage as that in which the 
probings of Chillingworth into Dimmesdale’s mind are described: 
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Then, after long search into the minister’s dim interior, and turning ovet 
many precious materials, in the shape of high aspirations for the welfare of his 
race, warm love of souls, pure sentiments, natural piety, strengthened by 
thought and study, and illuminated by revelation — all of which invaluable gold 
was perhaps no better than rubbish to the seeker — he would turn back dis- 
couraged, and begin his quest towards another point. He groped along as 
stealthily, with as cautious a tread, and as wary an outlook, as a thief entering 
a chamber where a man lies only half asleep — or, it may be, broad awake — 
with purpose to steal the very treasure which this man guards as the apple of 
his eye. In spite of his premeditated carefulness, the floor would now and then 
creak; his garments would rustle; the shadow of his presence, in a forbidden 
proximity, would be thrown acioss his victim. In other words Mr. Dimmes- 
dale, whose sensibility of nerve )ften produced the effect of spiritual intuition, 
would become vaguely aware tl at something inimical to his peace had thrust 
itself into relation with him. B it old Roger Chillmgworth, too, had percep- 
tions that were almost intuitive and when the minister threw his startled eyes 
towards him, there the physich n sat; his kind, watchful, sympathizing, hlit 
nevej intrusive friend. 

Hawthorne’s chief problerr throughout his writing was, in his words, [ 
I to provide “a neutral ground vhere the Actual and the Imaginary might! 
meet.” It was not easy. “Thf‘ fact is,” he said, “in writing a romance, 
a man is always — or always ought to be — careening on the utmost verge 
of a precipitous absurdity, an( the^kill lies in coming as close as possible, 
without actually tumbling o^^er.” 

jThese are times that try literaty men’s souls as well as their styles. 
Now that certain nineteenth-century writers are being revived and rel- 
ished for their premonitions of a new political order, somewhat as 
Virgil kept his respectability during the Middle Ages by his supposed 
forecast of Christianity, criticism is relearning a respect for the didactic 
in art. Literature may serve as well as merely satisfy. At least it may do 
one or the other, and yet be art. Even the moral tag which used to be 
thought of as a tin can tied to a dog’s tail will be seen again in time to 
have its own, though limited, artistic function. It is more fittingly the 
jewel towards which the design of a circlet is traced; it is the truth to- 
wards which the story points. Hawthorne’s concern with the problems of 
life was not political, and not always directly social. But his writing did 
contain social implications: clear the world of Ethan Brands, of 
Rappaccinis, of Lady Eleanores; make the new Pilgrim’s progress better; 
mature the Hildas; regenerate man, and society will itself in turn b? 
regenerate. Was the lesson wrong? Do we know? The beauty is still 
there I Human experience is so diverse that a man can be estimajied 
only by the depth with which he understands what chance has thrown 
his way. Hawthorne might have led other lives, might have written many 
things. Literature is not made up of what men might have written, but 
what they wrote. Understanding this fact, one is ready to read Hawthorne, 
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CHAPTER I 

“Our court shall be a little Academe ” — Shakespeare. 

In an ancient though not ver/ populous settlement, in a retired corner of 
one of the New England Stat ^s, arise the walls of a seminary of learning, 
which, for the convenience ol a name, shall be entitled “Harley College.'* 
This institution, though the number of its years is inconsiderable com- 
pared with the hoar anti({uit} of its European sisters, is not without some 
claims to reverence on the sc( re of age; for an almost countless multitude 
of rivals, by many of which i s reputation has been eclipsed, have sprung 
up since its foundation. At no time, indeed, during an existence of nearly 
a century, has it acquired a very extensive fame; and circumstances, 
which need not be particularized, have, of late years, involved it in a 
deeper obscurity. There are now few candidates for the degrees that the 
college is authorized to bestow. On two of its annual “Commencement 
Days,^’ there has been a total deficiency of baccalaureates; and the law- 
yers and divines, on whom doctorates in their respective professions are 
gratuitously inflicted, are not accustomed to consider the distinction as ar 
honor. Yet the sons of this seminary have always maintained their full 
share of reputation, in whatever paths of life they trod. Few of them, per- 
haps, have been deep and finished scholars ; but the college has supplied 
— what the emergencies of the country demanded — a set of men more 
useful in its present state, and whose deficiency in theoretical knowledge 
has not been found to imply a want of practical ability. 

The local situation of the college, so far secluded from the sight and 
sound of the busy world, is peculiarly favorable to the moral, if not to the 
literary, habits of its students; and this advantage probably caused the 
founders to overlook the inconveniences that were inseparably connected 
with it. The humble edifices rear themselves almost at the farthest ex- 
tremity of a narrow vale, which, winding through a long extent of hill- 
country, is wellnigh as inaccessible, except at one point, as the Happy 
Valley of Abyssinia. A stream, that farther on becomes a considerable 
river, takes its rise at a short distance above the college, and affords, 
along its wood-fringed banks, many shady retreats, w^here even study is 
pleasant, and idleness delicious. The neighborhood of the institution is 
not quite a solitude, though the few habitations scarcely constitute a vil- 
lage. These consist principally of farm-houses, of rather an ancient date 
(for the settlement is much older than the college), and of a little inn, 
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which even in that secluded spot does not fail of a moderate support. 
Other dwellings are scattered up and down the valley; but the difficulties 
of the soil will long avert the evils of a too dense population. The charac- 
ter of the inhabitants does not seem — as there was, perhaps, room to anti- 
cipate — ^to be in any degree influenced by the atmosphere of Harley Col- 
lege. They are a set of rough and hardy yeomen, much inferior, as 
respects refinement, to the corresponding classes in most other parts of our 
country. This is the more remarkable, as there is scarcely a family in the 
vicinity that has not provided, for at least one of its sons, the advantages 
of a ‘‘liberal education.” 

Having thus described the present state of Harley College, we must 
proceed to speak of it as it existed about eighty years since, when its 
foundation was recent, and its prospects flattering. At the head of the in- 
stitution, at this period, was a learned and Orthodox divine, whose fame 
was in all the churches. He was the author of several works which evinced 
much erudition and depth of research; and the public, perhaps, thought 
the more highly of his abilities from a singularity in the purposes to which 
he applied them, that added much to the curiosity of his labors, though 
little to their usefulness. But, however fanciful might be his private pur- 
suits, Dr. Melmoth, it was universally allowed, was diligent and success- 
ful in the arts of instruction. The young men of his charge prospered be- 
neath his eye, and regarded him with an affection that was strengthened 
by the little foibles which occasionally excited their ridicule. The presi- 
dent was assisted in the discharge of his duties by two inferior officers, 
chosen from the alumni of the college, who, while they imparted to others 
the knowledge they had already imbibed, pursued the study of divinity 
under the direction of their principal. Under such auspices the institution 
grew and flourished. Having at that time but two rivals in the country 
(neither of them within a considerable distance), it became the general 
resort of the youth of the Province in which it was situated. For several 
years in succession, its students amounted to nearly fifty, — a number 
which, relatively to the circumstances of the country, was very consider- 
able. 

From the exterior of the collegians, an accurate observer might pretty 
safely judge how long they had been inmates of those classic walls. The 
brown cheeks and the rustic dress of some would inform him that they 
had but recently left the plough to labor in a not less toilsome field ; the 
grave look, and the intermingling of garments of a more classic cut, would 
distinguish those who had begun to acquire the polish of their new resi- 
denoe; and the air of superiority, the paler cheek, the less robust form, 
the spectacles of green, and the dress, in general of threadbare black, 
would designate the highest class, who were understood to have acquired 
nearly all the science their Alma Mater could bestow, and to be on the 
point of assuming their stations in the world. There were, it is true, excep- 
tions to this general description. A few young men had found their way 
hither from the distant seaports; and these were the models of fashion to 
their rustic companions, over whom they asserted a superiority in exterior 
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accomplishments, which the fresh though unpolished intellect of the sons 
of the forest denied them in their literary competitions. A third class, dif- 
fering widely from both the former, consisted of a few young descend- 
ants of the aborigines, to whom an impracticable philanthropy was en- 
deavoring to impart the benefits of civilization. 

If this institution did not offer all the advantages of elder and prouder 
seminaries, its deficiencies were compensated to its students by the in- 
culcation of regular habits, and of a deep and awful sense of religion, 
which seldom deserted them in their course through life. The mild and 
gentle rule of Dr. Melmoth, like that of a father over his children, was 
more destructive to vice than a sterner sway; and though youth is never 
without its follies, they have seldom been more harmless than they were 
here. The students, indeed, ignorant of their own bliss, sometimes wished 
to hasten the time of their entrance on the business of life; but they 
found, in after-years, that many of their happiest remembrances, many 
of the scenes which they world with least reluctance live over again, re- 
ferred to the seat of their errly studies. The exceptions to this remark 
were chiefly those whose vices had drawn down, even from that paternal 
government, a weighty retribtdion. 

Dr. Melmoth, at the time when he is to be introduced to the reader, 
had borne the matrimonial yoke (and in his case it was no light burden) 
nearly twenty years. The blessing of children, however, had been denied 
him, — a circumstance which he was accustomed to consider as one of the 
sorest trials that checkered his pathway; for he was a man of a kind and 
affectionate heart, that was continually seeking objects to rest itself upon. 
He was inclined to believe, also, that a common offspring would have 
exerted a meliorating influence on the temper of Mrs. Melmoth, the char- 
acter of whose domestic government often compelled him to call to mind 
such portions of the wisdom of antiquity as relate to the proper endur- 
ance of the shrewishness of woman. But domestic comforts, as well as 
comforts of every other kind, have their drawbacks; and, so long as the 
balance is on the side of happiness, a wise man will not murmur. Such 
was the opinion of Dr. Melmoth; and with a little aid from philosophy, 
and more from religion, he journeyed on contentedly through life. When 
the storm was loud by the parlor hearth, he had always a sure and quiet 
retreat in his study; and there, in his deep though not always useful 
labors, he soon forgot whatever of disagreeable nature pertained to his 
situation. This small and dark apartment was the only portion of the 
house to which, since one firmly repelled invasion, Mrs. Melmoth s om- 
nipotence did not extend. Here (to reverse the words of Queen Elizabeth) 
there was ^^but one master and no mistress’’; and that man has little right 
to complain who possesses so much as one corner in the world where he 
may be happy or miserable, as best suits him. In his study, then, the doc- 
tor was accustomed to spend most of the hours that were unoccupied by 
the duties of his station. The flight of time was here as swift as the wind, 
and noiseless as the snow-flake; and it was a sure proof of real happiness 
that night often came upon the student before he knew it was midday. 
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Dr. Melmoth was wearing towards age (having lived nearly sixty 
years) , when he was called upon to assume a character to which he had as 
yet been a stranger. He had possessed in his youth a very dear friend, 
with whom his education had associated him, and who in his early man- 
hood had been his chief intimate. Circumstances, however, had separated 
them for nearly thirty years, half of which had been spent by his frienu, 
who was engaged in mercantile pursuits, in a foreign country. The doctor 
had, nevertheless, retained a warm interest in the welfare of his old asso- 
ciate, though the different nature of their thoughts and occupations had 
prevented them from corresponding. After a silence of so long continu- 
ance, therefore, he was surprised by the receipt of a letter from his friend, 
containing a request of a most unexpected nature. 

Mr. Langton had married rather late in life; and his wedded bliss had 
been but of short continuance. Certain misfortunes in trade, when he was 
a Benedict of three years' standing, had deprived him of a large portion 
of his property, and compelled him, in order to save the remainder, to 
leave his own country for what he hoped would be but a brief residence in 
another. But, though he was successful in the immediate objects of his 
voyage, circumstances occurred to lengthen his stay far beyond the period 
which he had assigned to it. It was difficult so to arrange his extensive 
concerns that they could be safely trusted to the management of others; 
and, when this was effected, there was another not less powerful obstacle 
to his return. His affairs, under his own inspection, were so prosperous, 
and his gains so considerable, that, in the words of the old ballad, “He 
set his heart to gather gold"; and to this absorbing passion he sacrificed 
his domestic happiness. The death of his wife, about four years after his 
departure, undoubtedly contributed to give him a sort of dread of return- 
ing, which it required a strong effort to overcome. The welfare of his only 
:hild he knew would be little affected by this event ; for she was under 
the protection of his sister, of whose tenderness he was well assured. But, 
after a few more years, this sister, also, was taken away by death ; and 
then the father felt that duty imperatively called upon him to return. He 
realized, on a sudden, how much of life he had thrown away in the ac- 
quisition of what is only valuable as it contributes to the happiness of 
life, and how short a time was left him for life's true enjoyments. Still, 
however, his mercantile habits were too deeply seated to allow him to 
hazard his present prosperity by any hasty measures; nor was Mr. Lang- 
ton, though capable of strong affections, naturally liable to manifest them 
violently. It was probable, therefore, that many months might yet elapse 
before he would again tread the shores of his native country. 

But the distant relative, in whose family, since the death of her aunt, 
Ellen Langton had remained, had been long at variance with her father, 
and had unwillingly assumed the office of her protector. Mr. Langton's 
\equest, therefore, to Dr. Melmoth, was, that his ancient friend (one of 
the few friends that time had left him) would be as a father to his daugh- 
ter till he could himself relieve him of the charge. 

The doctor, after perusing the epistle of his friend, lost no time in lay- 
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ing it before Mrs. Melmoth, though this was, in truth, one of the very 
few occasions on which he had determined that his will should be abso- 
lute law. The lady was quick to perceive the firmness of his purpose, and 
would not (even had she been particularly averse to the proposed meas- 
ure) hazard her usual authority by a fruitless opposition. But, by long 
disuse, she had lost the power of consenting graciously to any wish of 
her husband’s. 

‘T see your heart is set upon this matter,” she observed ; ‘‘and, in truth, 
I fear we cannot decently refuse Mr. Langton’s request. I see little good 
of such a friend, doctor, who never lets one know he is alive till he has a 
favor to ask.” 

“Nay; but I have received much good at his hand,” replied Dr. Mel- 
moth; “and, if he asked moie of me, it should be done with a willing 
heart. I remember in my yout ^i, when my worldly goods w(*re few and ill 
managed (I was a bachelor, t len, dearest Sarah, with none to look after 
my household), how many tintes I have been beholden to him. And see — 
in his letter he speaks of presents, of the produce of the country, which he 
has sent both to you and me.” 

“If the girl were country-] red,” continued the lady, “we might give 
her house-room, and no harm lone. Nay, she might even be a help to me: 
for Esther, our maid-servant, 'eaves us at the month’s end. But I warrant, 
she knows as little of household matters as you do yourself, doctor.” 

“My friend’s sister was well grounded in the re familiari,^^ answered 
her husband; “and doubtless she hath imparted somewhat of her skill to 
this damsel. Besides, the child is of tender years, and will profit much b) 
your instruction and mine.” 

“The child is eighteen years of age, doctor,” observed Mrs. Melmoth, 
“and she has cause to be thankful that she will have better instruction 
than yours.” 

This was a proposition that Dr. Melmoth did not choose to dispute; 
though he perhaps thought that his long and successful experience in the 
education of the other sex might make him an able coadjutor to his wife 
in the care of Ellen Langton. He determined to journey in person to the 
seaport where his young charge resided, leaving the concerns of Harley 
College to the direction of the two tutors. Mrs. Melmoth, who, indeed, 
anticipated with pleasure the arrival of a new subject to her authority, 
threw no difficulties in the way of his intention. To do her justice, her 
preparations for his journey, and the minute instructions with which she 
favored him, were such as only a woman’s true affection could have sug- 
gested. The traveller met with no incidents important to this tale; and, 
after an absence of about a fortnight, he and Ellen Langton alighted from 
their steeds (for on horseback had the journey been performed) in safety 
at his own door. 

If pen could give an adequate idea of Ellen Langton’s loveliness, it 
would achieve what pencil (the pencils, at least, of the colonial artists 
who attempted it) never could; for, though the dark eyes might be paint- 
ed, the pure and pleasant thoughts that peep>ed through them could only 
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be seen and felt. But descripticms of beauty are never satisfactory. It 
must, therefore, be left to the imagination of the reader to conceive of 
something not more than mortal, nor, indeed, quite the perfection of mor- 
tality, but charming men the more, because they felt, that, lovely as she 
was, was of like nature to themselves. 

From the time that Ellen entered Dr. Melmoth’s habitation, the sunny 
days seemed brighter and the cloudy ones less gloomy, than he had ever 
before known them. He naturally delighted in children; and Ellen, 
though her years approached to womanhood, had yet much of the gayety 
and simple happiness, because the innocence, of a child. She consequently 
became the very blessing of his life, — the rich^recreation that he promised 
himself for hours of literary toil. On one occasion, indeed, he even made 
her his companion in the sacred retreat of his study, with the purpose of 
entering upon a course of instruction in the learned languages. This meas- 
ure, however, he found inexpedient to repeat; for Ellen, having discov- 
ered an old romance among his heavy folios, contrived, by the charm of 
her sweet voice, to engage his attention therein till all more important 
concerns were forgotten. 

With Mrs. Melmoth, Ellen was not, of course, so great a favorite as 
with her husband; for women cannot, so readily as men, bestow upon the 
offspring of others those affections that nature intended for their own; 
and the doctor’s extraordinary partiality was anything rather than a 
pledge of his wife’s. But Ellen differed so far from the idea she had pre- 
viously formed of her, as a daughter of one of the principal merchants, 
who were then, as now, like nobles in the land, that the stock of dislike 
which Mrs. Melmoth had provided was found to be totally inapplicable. 
The young stranger strove so hard, too (and undoubtedly it was a pleas- 
ant labor), to win her love, that she was successful to a degree of which 
the lady herself was not, perhaps, aware. It was soon seen that her educa- 
tion had not been neglected in those points which Mrs. Melmoth deemed 
most important. The nicer departments of cookery, after sufficient proof 
of her skill, were committed to her care; and the doctor’s table was now 
covered with delicacies, simple indeed, but as tempting on account of 
their intrinsic excellence as of the small white hands that made them. By 
such arts as these, — ^which in her were no arts, but the dictates of an 
affectionate disposition, — ^by making herself useful where it was possible, 
and agreeable on all occasions, Ellen gained the love of everyone within 
the sphere of her influence. 

But the maiden’s conquests were not confined to the members of Dr, 
Melmoth’s family. She had numerous admirers among those whose situ- 
ation compelled them to stand afar off, and gaze upon her loveliness, as if 
she were a star, whose brightness they saw, but whose warmth they could 
not feel. These were the young men of Harley College, whose chief oppor- 
tunities of beholding Ellen were upon the Sabbaths, when she worshipped 
with them in the little chapel, which served the purposes of a church to all 
the families of the vicinity. There was, about this period (and the fact 
was undoubtedly attributable to Ellen’s influence), a general and very 
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evident decline in the scholarship of the college, especially in regard to 
the severer studies. The intellectual powers of the young men seemed to 
be directed chiefly to the construction of Latin and Greek verse, many 
copies of which, with a characteristic and classic gallantry, were strewn in 
the path where Ellen Langton was accustomed to walk. They, however, 
produced no perceptible effect; nor were the aspirations of another ambi- 
tious youth, who celebrated her perfections in Hebrew, attended with 
their merited success. 

But there was one young man, to whom circumstances, independent of 
his personal advantages, afforded a superior opportunity of gaining Ellen’s 
favor. He was nearly related to Dr. Melmoth, on which account he re- 
ceived his education at Harle} College, rather than at one of the English 
universities, to the expenses ( f which his fortune would have been ade- 
quate. This connection entitkd him to a frequent and familiar access to 
the domestic hearth of the dignitary, — an advantage of which, since Ellen 
Langton became a member -if the family, he very constantly availed 
himself. 

Edward Walcott was certainly much superior, in most of the particu- 
lars of which a lady takes cognizance, to those of his fellow-students who 
had come under Ellen’s notict . He was tall; and the natural grace of his 
manners had been improved (an advantage which few of his associates 
could boast) by early intercourse with polished society. His features, 
also, were handsome, and promised to be manly and dignified when they 
should cease to be youthful. His character as a scholar was more than 
respectable, though many youthful follies, sometimes, perhaps, approach- 
ing near to vices, were laid to his charge. But his occasion^ derelictions 
from discipline were not such as to create any very serious apprehensions 
respecting his future welfare; nor were they greater than, perhaps, might 
be expected from a young man who possessed a considerable command of 
money, and who was, besides, the fine gentleman of the little community 
of which he was a member, — a, character which generally leads its posses- 
sor into follies that he would otherwise have avoided. 

With this youth Ellen Langton became familiar, and even intimate; 
for he was her only companion, of an age suited to her own, and the dif- 
ference of sex did not occur to her as an objection. He was her constant 
companion on all necessary and allowable occasions, and drew upon him- 
self, in consequence, the envy of the college. 
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CHAPTER II 

“Why, all delights are vain, but that most vain, 

Which, with pain purchased, doth inherit pain: 

As painfully to pore upon a book 

To seek the light of truth, while truth, the while, 

Doth falsely blind the eyesight of his look.” 

Shakespeare. 

On one of the afternoons which afforded to the students a relaxation from 
their usual labors, Ellen was attended by her cavalier in a little excursion 
over the rough bridle-roads that led from her new residence. She was an 
experienced equestrian, — a necessary accomplishment at that period, 
when vehicles of every kind were rare. It was now the latter end of 
spring; but the season had hitherto been backward, with only a few warm 
and pleasant days. The present afternoon, however, was a delicious ming- 
ling of spring and summer, forming in their union an atmosphere so mild 
and pure, that to breathe was almost a positive happiness. There was a 
little alternation of cloud across the brow of heaven, but only so much as 
to render the sunshine more delightful. 

The path of the young travellers lay sometimes among tall and thick 
standing trees, and sometimes over naked and desolate hills, whence man 
had taken the natural vegetation, and then left the soil to its barrenness. 
Indeed, there is little inducement to a cultivator to labor among the huge 
stones which there peep forth from the earth, seeming to form a continued 
ledge for several miles. A singular contrast to this unfavored tract of 
country is seen in the narrow but luxuriant, though sometimes swampy, 
strip of interval, on both sides of the stream, that, as has been noticed, 
flows down the valley. The light and buoyant spirits of Edward Walcott 
and Ellen rose higher as they rode on; and their way was enlivened, wher- 
ever its roughness did not forbid, by their conversation and pleasant 
laughter. But at length Ellen drew her bridle, as they emerged from a 
thi^ portion of the forest, just at the foot of a steep hill. 

“We must have ridden far,” she observed, — ^^Tarther than I thought. It 
will be near sunset before we can reach home.”' 

“There are still several hours of daylight,” replied Edward Walcott; 
‘and we will not turn back without ascending this hill. The prospect from 
the summit is beautiful, and will be particularly so now, in this rich sun- 
light. Come, Ellen, — one light touch of the whip, — ^your pony is as fresh 
as when we started.” 

On reaching the summit of the hill, and looking back in the direction in 
which they had come, they could see the little stream, peeping forth many 
times to the daylight, and then shrinking back into the shade. Farther on, 
it became broad and deep, though rendered incapable of navigation, in 
this part of its course, by the occasional interruption of rapids. 

“There are hidden wonders of rock and precipice and cave, in that dark 
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lorest/^ said Edward, pointing to the space between them and the river, 
^If it were earlier in the day, I should love to lead you there. Shall we try 
the adventure now, Ellen?^^ 

“Oh no! she replied. “Let us delay no longer. I fear I must even now 
abide a rebuke from Mrs. Melmoth, which I have surely deserved. Bui 
who is this, who rides on so slowly before us?” 

She pointed to a horseman, whom they had not before observed. He 
was descending the hill ; but, as his steed seemed to have chosen his own 
pace, he made a very inconsiderable progress. 

“Oh, do you not know him? But it is scarcely possible you should,’’ 
exclaimed her companion. ^ We must do him the good office, Ellen, of 
stopping his progress, or he will find himself at the village, a dozen miles 
farther on, before he resumes his consciousness.” 

“Has he then lost his senses?” inquired Miss Langton. 

“Not so, Ellen, — if much earning has not made him mad,” replied Ed- 
ward Walcott. “He is a deeo scholar and a noble fellow ; but I fear we 
shall follow him to his grav»‘ erelong. Dr. Melmoth has sent him to ride 
in pursuit of his health. He wall never overtake it, however, at this pace.’' 

As he spoke, they had approached close to the subject of their con- 
versation; and Ellen had a moment’s space for observation before he 
started from the abstraction in which he was plunged. The result of her 
scrutiny was favorable, yet very painful. 

The stranger could scarcely have attained his twentieth year, and was 
ix)ssessed of a face and form such as Nature bestows on none but her 
favorites. There was a nobleness on his high forehead, which time would 
have deepened into majesty; and all his features were formed with a 
strength and boldness, of which the paleness, produced by study and con- 
finement, could not deprive them. The expression of his countenance was 
not a melancholy one: on the contrary, it was proud and high, perhaps 
triumphant, like one who was a ruler in a world of his own, and independ- 
ent of the beings that surrounded him. But a blight, of which his thin pale 
cheek, and the brightness of his eye, were alike proofs, seemed to ha\e 
come over him ere his maturity. 

The scholar’s attention was now aroused by the hoof-tramps a|^his 
side; and, starting, he fixed his eyes on Ellen, whose young and love'y 
countenance was full o^ the interest he had excited. A deep blush im- 
mediately suffused his cheek, proving how well the glow of health would 
have become it. There was nothing awkward, however, in his manner 
and, soon recovering his self-jx)ssession, he bowed to her, and would }iav(‘ 
ridden on. 

“Your ride is unusually long to-day, Fanshawe,” observed Edward 
Walcott. “When may we look for your return?” 

The young man again blushed, but answered, with a smile that had a 
bea.utiful effect upon his countenance, “I was not, at the moment, aware 
in which direction my horse’s head was turned. I have to thank you for 
arresting me in a joumev which was likely to prove much longer than I 
intended.” 
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The party had now turned their horses, and were about to resume their 
ride in a homeward direction; but Edward perceived that Fanshawe, hav- 
ing lost the excitement of intense thought, now looked weary and dis- 
pirited. 

‘‘Here is a cottage close at hand,” he observed. “ We have ridden far, 
and stand in need of refreshment. Ellen, shall we alight?” 

She saw the benevolent motive of his proposal, and did not hesitate to 
comply with it. But, as they paused at the cottage door, she could not but 
observe that its exterior promised few of the comforts which they re- 
quired. Time and neglect seemed to have conspired for its ruin; and, but 
’for a thin curl of smoke from its clay chimney, they could not have be- 
^eved it to be inhabited. A considerable tract of land in the vicinity of the 
^ttage had evidently been, at some former period, under cultivation, but 
was now overrun by bushes and dwarf pines, among which many huge 
gray rocks, ineradicable by human art, endeavored to conceal themselves. 
About half an acre of ground was occupied by the young blades of In- 
dian-corn, at which a half-starved cow gazed wistfully over the moulder- 
ing log-fence. These were the only agricultural tokens. Edward Walcott, 
nevertheless, drew the latch of the cottage door, after knocking loudly 
but in vain. 

The apartment which was thus opened to their view was quite as 
wretched as its exterior had given them reason to anticipate. Poverty was 
there, with all its necessary and unnecessary concomitants. The intruders 
would have retired had not the hope of affording relief detained them. 

The occupants of the small and squalid apartment were two women, 
both of them elderly, and, from the resemblance of their features, appear- 
ing to be sisters. The expression of their countenances, however, was very 
different. One, evidently the younger, was seated on the farther side of 
the large hearth, opposite to the door at which the party stood. She had 
the sallow look of long and wasting illness; and there was an unsteadiness 
of expression about her eyes, that immediately struck the observer. Yet 
her face was mild and gentle, therein contrasting widely with that of her 
, cp©>panion. 

'^Pie other woman was bending over a small fire of decayed branches, 
th^ flame of which was very disproportionate to the smoke, scarcely pro- 
ducing heat sufficient for the preparation of a scanty portion of food. Her 
profile only was visible to the strangers, though, from a slight motion of 
her eye, they perceived that she was aware of their presence. Her features 
were pinched and spare, and wore a look of sullen discontent, for which 
the evident wretchedness of her situation afforded a sufficient reason. This 
female, notwithstanding her years, and the habitual fretfulness (that is 
more wearing than time), was apparently healthy and robust, with a dry, 
leathery complexion. A short space elapsed before she thought proper to 
turn her face towards her visitors; and she then regarded them with a 
lowering eye, without speaking, or rising from her chair. 

“We entered,” Edward Walcott began to say, “in the hope” — But he 
paused, on perceiving that the sick woman had risen from her se^, and 
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with slow and tottering footsteps was drawing near to him. She took his 
hand in both her own; and, though he shuddered at the touch of age and 
disease, he did not attempt to withdraw it. She then perused all his fea- 
tures, with an expression, at first of eager and hopeful anxiety, which 
faded by degrees into disappointment. Then, turning from him, she 
gazed into Fanshawe’s countenance with the like eagerness, but with the 
same result. Lastly, tottering back to her chair, she hid her face and wept 
bitterly. The strangers, though they knew not the cause of her grief, were 
deeply affected; and Ellen approached the mourner with words of com- 
fort, which, more from their tone than their meaning, produced a tran- 
sient effect. 

^^Do you bring news of him?’’ she inquired, raising her head. “Will he 
return to me? Shall I see hirr before I die?” Ellen knew not what to an- 
swer; and, ere she could attempt it, the other female prevented her. 

“Sister Butler is wandering in her mind,” she said, “and speaks of one 
she will never behold again, ^"he sight of strangers disturbs her, and you 
see we have nothing here to ofi er you.” 

The manner of the womar was ungracious; but her words were true. 
They saw that their presence could do nothing towards the alleviation of 
the misery they witnessed; and they felt that mere curiosity would not 
authorize a longer intrusion. So soon, therefore, as they had relieved, ac-' 
cording to their power, the p(werty that seemed to be the least evil of this 
cottage, they emerged into the open air. 

The breath of heaven felt sweet to them, and removed a part of the 
weight from their young hearts, which were saddened by the sight of so 
much wretchedness. Perceiving a pure and bright little fountain at a 
short distance from the cottage, they approached it, and, using the bark 
of a birch-tree as a cup, partook of its cool waters. They then pursued 
their homeward ride with such diligence, that, just as the sun was setting, 
they came in sight of the humble wooden edifice which was dignified with 
the name of Harley College, A golden ray rested upon the spire of the 
little chapel, the bell of which sent its tinkling murmur down the valley to 
summon the wanderers to evening prayers. 

Fanshawe returned to his chamber that night, and lighted his lamp as 
he had been wont to do. The books were around him which had hitherto 
been to him like those fabled volumes of Magic, from which the reader 
could not turn away his eye till death were the consequence of his studies. 
But there were unaccustomed thoughts in his bosom now; and to these, 
leaning his head on one of the unopened volumes, he resigned himself. 

He called up in review the years, that, even at his early age, he had 
spent in solitary study, in conversation with the dead, while he had 
scorned to mingle with the living world, or to be actuated by any of its 
motives. He asked himself to what purpose was all this destructive labor, 
and where was the happiness of superior knowledge. He had climbed but 
a few steps of a ladder that reached to infinity: he had thrown away his 
life in discovering, that, after a thousand such lives, he should still know 
comparatively nothing. He even looked forward with dread — though once 
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the thought had been dear to him — to the eternity of improvement that 
lay before him. It seemed now a weary way, without a resting-place and 
without a termination ; and at that moment he would have preferred the 
dreamless sleep of the brutes that perish to man's proudest attribute, — of 
immortality. 

Fanshawe had hitherto deemed himself unconnected with the world, 
unconcerned in its feelings, and uninfluenced by it in any of his pursuits. 
In this respect he probably deceived himself. If his inmost heart could 
have been laid open, there would have been discovered that dream of un- 
dying fame, which, dream as it is, is more powerful than a thousand re- 
alities. But, at any rate, he had seemed, to others and to himself, a soli- 
tary being, upon whom the hopes and fears of ordinary men were in- 
effectual. 

But now he felt the first thrilling of one of the many ties, that, so long 
as we breathe the common air, (and who shall say how much longer?) 
unite us to our kind. The sound of a soft, sweet voice, the glance of a gen- 
tle eye, had wrought a change upon him; and in his ardent mind a few 
hours had done the work of many. Almost in spite of himself, the new sen- 
sation was inexpressibly delightful. The recollection of his ruined health, 
of his habits (so much at variance with those of the world), — all the diffi- 
culties that reason suggested, were inadequate to check the exulting tide 
of hope and joy. 


CHAPTER III 

“And let the aspiring youth beware of lOve, — 

Of the smooth glance beware; for ’t is too late 
When on his heart the torrent softness pours; 

Then wisdom prostrate lies, and fading fame 
Dissolves in air away ” 

Thomson. 

A FEW months passed over the heads of Ellen Langton and her admirers, 
unproductive of events, that, separately, were of sufficient importance to 
be related. The summer was now drawing to a close; and Dr. Melmoth 
had received information that his friend's arrangements were nearly com- 
pleted, and that by the next home-bound ship he hoped to return to his 
native country. The arrival of that ship was daily expected. 

During the time that had elapsed since his first meeting with Ellen, 
there had been a change, yet not a very remarkable one, in Fanshawe's 
habits. He was still the same solitary being, so far as regarded his own 
sex; and he still confined himself as sedulously to his chamber, except for 
one hour — the sunset hour — of every day. At that period, unless pre- 
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vented by the inclemency of the weather, he was accustomed to tread a 
path that wound along the banks of the stream. He had discovered tha^ 
this was the most frequent scene of Ellen’s walks; and this it was that 
drew him thither. 

Their intercourse was at first extremely slight, — a bow on the one side, 
a smile on the other, and a passing word from both ; and then the student 
hurried back to his solitude. But, in course of time, opportunities occur- 
red for more extended conversation; so that, at the period with which this 
chapter is concerned, Fanshawe was, almost as constantly as Edward 
Walcott himself, the companion of Ellen’s walks. 

His passion had strengthent^d more than proportionably to the time 
that had elapsed since it was conceived; but the first glow and excitement 
which attended it had now vanished. He had reasoned calmly with him- 
self, and rendered evident to h s own mind the almost utter hopelessness 
of success. He had also made his resolution strong, that he would not even 
endeavor to win Ellen’s love, tlie result of which, for a thousand reasons, 
could not be happiness. Firm la this determination, and confident of his 
power to adhere to it; feeling, dso, that time and absence could not cure 
his own passion, and having no desire for such a cure, — he saw no reason 
for breaking off the intercourse that was established between Ellen and 
himself. It was remarkable, that, notwithstanding the desperate nature of 
his love, that, or something connected with it, seemed to have a beneficial 
effect upon his health. There was now a slight tinge of color in his cheek, 
and a less consuming brightness in his eye. Could it be that hope, un- 
known to himself, was yet alive in his breast ; that a sense of the possi- 
bility of earthly happiness was redeeming him from the graved 

Had the character of Ellen Langton’s mind been different, there might, 
perhaps, have been danger to her from an intercourse of this nature with 
such a being as Fanshawe; for he was distinguished by many of those 
asperities around which a woman’s affection will often cling. But she was 
formed to walk in the calm and quiet paths of life, and to pluck the flow’- 
ers of happiness from the wayside where they grow. Singularity of char- 
acter, therefore, was not calculated to win her love. She undoubtedly felt 
an interest in the solitary student, and perceiving, with no great exercise 
of vanity, that her society drew him from the destructive intensity of his 
studies, she perhaps felt it a duty to exert her influence. But it did not oc- 
cur to her that her influence had been sufficiently strong to change the 
whole current of his thoughts and feelings. 

Ellen and her two lovers (for both, though perhaps not equally, de- 
served that epithet) had met, as usual, at the close of a sweet summer 
day, and were standing by the side of the stream, just w^here it swept into 
a deep pool. The current, undermining the bank, had formed a recess, 
which, according to Edward Walcott, afforded at that moment a hiding- 
place to a trout of noble size. 

'^Now would I give the world,” he exclaimed with great interest, ‘Tor 
a hook and line, a fish-spear, or any piscatorial instrument of death! 
Look, Ellen, you can see the waving of his tail from beneath the bank! 
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‘If you had the means of taking him, I should save him from your 
cruelty, thus,” said Ellen, dropping a pebble into the water, just over the 
fish. “There! he has darted down the stream. How many pleasant caves 
and recesses there must be under these banks, where he may be happy! 
May there not be happiness in the life of a fish?” she added, turning with 
a smile to Fanshawe. 

“There may,” he replied, “so long as he lives quietly in the caves and 
recesses of which you speak. Yes, there may be happiness, though such as 
few would envy; but, then, the hook and line” — 

“Which, there is reason to apprehend, will shortly destroy the happi- 
ness of our friend the trout,” interrupted Edward, pointing down the 
stream. “There is an angler on his way toward us, who will intercept 
him.” 

“He seems to care little for the sport, to judge by the pace at which he 
walks,” said Ellen. 

“But he sees, now, that we are observing him, and is willing to prove 
that he knows something of the art,” replied Edward Walcott. “I should 
think him well acquainted with the stream; for, hastily as he walks, he 
has tried every pool and ripple where a fish usually hides. But that point 
will be decided when he reaches yonder old bare oak-tree.” 

“And how is the old tree to decide the question?” inquired Fanshawe. 
“It is a species of evidence of which I have never before heard.” 

“The stream has worn a hollow under its roots,” answered Edward, — 
“a most delicate retreat for a trout. Now, a stranger would not discover 
the spot; or, if he did, the probable result of a cast would be the loss of 
hook and line, — an accident that has occurred to me more than once. If, 
therefore, this angler takes a fish from thence, it follows that he knows 
the stream.” 

They observed the fisher, accordingly, as he kept his way up the bank. 
He did not pause when he reached the old leafless oak, that formed with 
its roots an obstruction very common in American streams; but, throw- 
ing his line with involuntary skill as he passed, he not only escaped the 
various entanglements but drew forth a fine large fish. 

“There, Ellen, he has captivated your protlg^, the trout, or, at least, 
one very like him in size,” observed Edward. “It is singular,” he added, 
gazing earnestly at the man. 

“Why is it singular?” inquired Ellen Langton. “This person, perhaps, 
resides in the neighborhood, and may have fished often in the stream.” 

“Do but look at him, Ellen, and judge whether his life can have been 
spent in this lonely valley,” he replied. “The glow of many a hotter sun 
than ours has darkened his brow; and his step and air have something 
foreign in them, like what we see in sailors who have lived more in other 
countries than in their own. Is it not so, Ellen? for your education in a 
seaport must have given you skill in these matters. But come, let us ap- 
proach nearer.” 

They walked towards the angler, accordingly, who still remained under 
the oak, apparently engaged in arranging his fishing-tackle. As the party 
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drew nigh, he raised his head, and threw one quick, scrutinizing glance 
towards them, disclosing, on his part, a set of bold and rather coarse fea- 
tures, weather-beaten, but indicating the age of the owner to be not above 
thirty. In person he surpassed the middle size, was well set, and evidently 
strong and active. 

^^Do you meet with much success, sir?^’ inquired Edward Walcott, 
when within a convenient distance for conversation. 

have taken but one fish,^’ replied the angler, in an accent which his 
hearers could scarcely determine to be foreign, or the contrary. am a 
stranger to the stream, and have doubtless passed over many a likely 
place for sport.” 

“You have an angler’s eye, sir,” rejoined Edward. “I observed that you 
made your casts as if you had )ften trod these banks, and I could scarcely 
have guided you better myself ” 

“Yes, I have learned the art and I love to practise it,” replied the man. 
“But will not the young lady ry her skill?” he continued, casting a bold 
eye on Ellen. “The fish will love to be drawn out by such white hands as 
those.” 

Ellen shrank back, though slmost imperceptibly, from the free bearing 
of the man. It seemed meant for courtesy; but its effect was excessively 
disagreeable. Edward Walcot', who perceived and coincided in Ellen’s 
feelings, replied to the stranger’s proposal. 

“The young lady will not put the gallantry of the fish to the proof, sir,’ 
he said, “and she will therefore have no occasion for your own.” 

“I shall take leave to hear my answer from the young lady’s own 
mouth,” answered the stranger, haughtily. “If you will step this way, 
Miss Langton” (here he interrupted himself), — “if you will cast the line 
by yonder sunken log, I think you will meet with success.” 

Thus saying, the angler offered his rod and line to Ellen. She at first 
drew back, then hesitated, but finally held out her hand to receive them. 
In thus complying with the stranger’s request, she was actuated by a de- 
sire to keep the peace, which, as her notice of Edward Walcott’s crim- 
soned cheek and flashing eye assured her, was considerably endangered. 
The angler led the way to the spot which he had pointed out, w^hich, 
though not at such a distance from Ellen’s companions but that words in 
a common tone could be distinguished, was out of the range of a lowered 
voice. 

Edward Walcott and the student remained by the oak: the former bit- 
ing his lip with vexation; the latter, whose abstraction always vanished 
where Ellen was concerned, regarding her and the stranger with fixed and 
silent attention. The young men could at first hear the words that the 
angler addressed to Ellen. They related to the mode of managing the rod ; 
and she made one or two casts under his direction. At length, however, as 
if to offer his assistance, the man advanced close to her side, and seemed 
to speak, but in so low a tone, that the sense of what he uttered was lost 
before it reached the oak. But its effect upon Ellen was immediate and 
very obvious. Her eyes flashed ; and an indignant blush rose high on her 
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cheek, giving to her beauty a haughty brightness, of which the gentleness 
of her disposition in general deprived it. The next moment, however, she 
seemed to recollect herself, and, restoring the angling-rod to its owner, 
she turned away calmly, and approached her companions. 

^^The evening breeze grows chill; and mine is a dress for a summer 
day,’^ she observed. “Let us walk homeward.” 

“Miss Langton, is it the evening breeze alone that sends you home* 
ward?” inquired Edward. 

At this moment the angler, who had resumed, and seemed to be intent 
upon his occupation, drew a fish from the pool, which he had pointed out 
to Ellen. 

“I told the young lady,” he exclaimed, “that, if she would listen to me 
a moment longer, she would be repaid for her trouble; and here is the 
proof of my words.” 

“Come, let us hasten towards home,” cried Ellen, eagerly; and she 
took Edward Walcott’s arm, with a freedom that, at another time, would 
have enchanted him. He at first seemed inclined to resist her wishes, but 
complied, after exchanging, unperceived by Ellen, a glance with the 
stranger, the meaning of which the latter appeared perfectly to under- 
stand. Fanshawe also attended her. Their walk towards Dr. Melmoth’s 
dwelling was almost a silent one; and the few words that passed between 
them did not relate to the adventure which occupied the thoughts of each. 
On arriving at the house, Ellen’s attendants took leave of her, and re- 
tired. 

Edward Walcott, eluding Fanshawe ’s observation with little difficulty, 
hastened back to the old oak-tree. From the intelligence with which the 
stranger had received his meaning glance, the young man had supposed 
that he would here await his return. But the banks of the stream, upward 
and downward, so far as his eye could reach, were solitary. He could see 
only his own image in the water, where it swept into a silent depth ; and 
could hear only its ripple, where stones and sunken trees impeded its 
course. The object of his search might, indeed, have found concealment 
among the tufts of alders, or in the forest that was near at hand; but 
thither it was in vain to pursue him. The angler had apparently set little 
store by the fruits of his assumed occupation; for the last fish that he had 
taken lay, yet alive, on the bank, gasping for the element to which Ed- 
ward was sufficiently compassionate to restore him. After watching him 
as he glided down the stream, making feeble efforts to resist its current, 
the youth turned away, and sauntered slowly towards the college. 

Ellen Langton, on her return from her walk, found Dr. Melmoth’s lit- 
tle parlor unoccupied ; that gentleman being deeply engaged in his study, 
and his lady busied in her domestic affairs. The evening, notwithstanding 
Ellen’s remark concerning the chillness of the breeze, was almost sultry; 
and the windows of the apartment were thrown open. At one of these, 
which looked into the garden, she seated herself, listening, almost un- 
consciously, to the monotonous music of a thousand insects, varied oc- 
casionally by the voice of a whippoorwill, who. as the day departed, was 
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just commencing his song. A dusky tint, as yet almost imperceptible, was 
beginning to settle on the surrounding objects, except where they were 
opposed to the purple and golden clouds, which the vanished sun had 
made the brief inheritors of a portion of his brightness. In these gor- 
geous vapors, Ellen’s fancy, in the interval of other thoughts, pictured a 
fairy-land, and longed for wings to visit it. 

But as the clouds lost their brilliancy, and assumed first a dull purple, 
and then a sullen gray tint, Ellen’s thoughts recurred to the adventure of 
the angler, which her imagination was inclined to invest with an undue 
singularity. It was, however, sufficiently unaccountable that an entire 
stranger should venture to demand of her a private audience; and she 
assigned, in turn, a thousand motives for such a request, none of which 
were in any degree satisfactoi y. Her most prevailing thought, though she 
could not justify it to her ret* son, inclined her to believe that the angler 
was a messenger from her fat ier. But wherefore he should deem U neces- 
sary to communicate any intelligence that he might possess only by means 
of a private interview, and v ithout the knowledge of her friends, was a 
mystery she could not solve In this view of the matter, however, she 
half regretted that her instin* tive delicacy had impelled her so suddenly 
to break off their conference, admitting, in the secrecy of her own mind, 
that, if an opportunity were again to occur, it might not again be shun- 
ned. As if that unuttered thought had power to conjure up its object, she 
now became aware of a form standing in the garden, at a short distance 
from the window where she sat. The dusk had deepened, during Ellen’s 
abstraction, to such a degree, that the man’s features were not perfectly 
distinguishable; but the maiden was not long in doubt of his identity, for 
he approached, and spoke in the same low tone in which he had addressed 
her when they stood by the stream. 

“Do you still refuse my request, when its object is but your own good, 
and that of one who should be most dear to you?” he asked. 

Ellen’s first impulse had been to cry out for assistance; her second was 
to fly: but, rejecting both these measures, she determined to remain, en- 
deavoring to persuade herself that she was safe. The quivering of her 
voice, however, when she attempted to reply, betrayed her apprehensions. 

“I cannot listen to such a request from a stranger,” she said. ‘Tf you 
bring news from — from my father, why is it not told to Dr. Melmoth?” 

“Because what I have to say is for your ear alone,” was the reply; “and 
if you would avoid misfortune now, and sorrow hereafter, you will not 
refuse to hear me.” 

“And does it concern my father?” asked Ellen, eagerly. 

“It does — most deeply,” answered the stranger. 

She meditated a moment, and then replied, “I will not refuse, I will 
hear — ^but speak quickly.” 

“We are in danger of interruption in this place, and that would be fatal 
to my errand,” said the stranger. “I will await you in the garden.” 

With these words, and giving her no opportunity for reply, he drew 
back; and his form faded from her eyes. This precipitate retreat from 
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argument was the most probable method that he could have adopted of 
gaining his end. He had awakened the strongest interest in Ellen’s mind; 
and he calculated justly in supposing that she would consent to an inter- 
view upon his own terms. 

Dr. Melmoth had followed his own fancies in the mode of laying out 
his garden; and, in consequence, the plan that had undoubtedly existed 
in his mind was utterly incomprehensible to every one but himself. It was 
an intermixture of kitchen and flower garden, a labyrinth of winding 
paths, bordered by hedges, and impeded by shrubbery. Many of the orig- 
inal trees of the forest were still flourishing among the exotics which the 
doctor had transplanted thither. It was not without a sensation of fear, 
stronger than she had ever before experienced, that Ellen Langton found 
herself in this artificial wilderness, and in the presence of the mysterious 
stranger. The dusky light deepened the lines of his dark, strong features; 
and Ellen fancied that his countenance wore a wilder and a fiercer look 
than when she had met him by the stream. He perceived her agitation, 
and addressed her in the softest tone of which his voice was capable. 

“Compose yourself,” he said; “you have nothing to fear from me. But 
we are in open view from the house, where we now stand ; and discovery 
would not be without danger to both of us.” 

“No eye can see us here,” said Ellen, trembling at the truth of her own 
observation, when they stood beneath a gnarled, low-branched pine, 
which Dr. Melmoth’s ideas of beauty had caused him to retain in his 
garden, “Speak quickly; for I dare follow you no farther.” 

The spot was indeed sufficiently solitary; and the stranger delayed no 
longer to explain his errand. 

“Your father,” he began, — ^“do you not love him? Would you do aught 
for his welfare?” 

“Everything that a father could ask I would do,” exclaimed Ellen, 
eagerly. “Where is my father? and when shall I meet him?” 

“It must depend upon yourself, whether you shall meet him in a few 
days or never.” 

“Never! ” repeated Ellen, “Is he ill? Is he in danger?” 

“He is in danger,” replied the man, “but not from illness. Your father 
is a ruined man. Of all his friends, but one remains to him. That friend 
has travelled far to prove if his daughter has a daughter’s affection.” 

“And what is to be the proof?” asked Ellen, with more calmness than 
the stranger had anticipated; for she possessed a large fund of plain 
sense, which revolted against the mystery of these proceedings. Such a 
course, too, seemed discordant with her father’s character, whose strong 
mind and almost cold heart were little likely to demand, or even to par- 
don, the romance of affection. 

“This letter will explain,” was the reply to Ellen’s question. “You will 
see that it is in your father’s hand; and that may gain your confidence, 
though I am doubted.” 

She received the letter; and many of her suspicions of the stranger’s 
truth were vanquished by the apparent openness of his manner. He was 
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preparing to speak further, but paused, for a footstep was now heard, ap- 
proaching from the lower part of the garden. From their situation, — ^at 
some distance -from the path, and in the shade of the tree, — they had a 
fair chance of eluding discovery from any unsuspecting passenger; and 
when Ellen saw that the intruder was Fanshawe, she hoped that his 
usual abstraction would assist their concealment. 

But, as the student advanced along the path, his air was not that of 
one whose deep inward thoughts withdrew his attention from all outward 
objects. He rather resembled the hunter, on the watch for his game; and, 
while he was yet at a distance from Ellen, a wandering gust of wind 
waved her white garment, ano betrayed her. 

“It is as I feared,’’ said Fanshawe to himself. He then drew nigh, and 
addressed Ellen with a calm authority that became him well, notwith- 
standing that his years scarcely exceeded her own. “Mis.^ Langton,” he 
inquired, “what do you her«‘ at such an hour, and with such a com- 
panion?” 

Ellen was sufficiently disph^ased at what she deemed the unauthorized 
intrusion of Fanshawe in he) affairs; but his imposing manner and her 
own confusion prevented her j rom replying. 

“Permit me to lead you to the house,” he continued, in the words of a 
request, but in the tone of a c ommand. “The dew hangs dank and heavy 
on these branches ; and a longer stay would be more dangerous than you 
are aware.” 

Ellen would fain have resisted; but though the tears hung as heavy on 
her eyelashes, between shame and anger, as the dew upon the leaves, she 
felt compelled to accept the arm that he offered her. But the stranger^ 
who, since Fanshawe’s approach, had remained a little apart, now ad^ 
vanced. 

“You speak as one in authority, young man,” he said. ‘‘Have you the 
means of compelling obedience? Does your power extend to men? Or do 
you rule only over simple girls? Miss Langton is under my protection, 
and, till you can bend me to your will, she shall remain so.” 

Fanshawe turned calmly, and fixed his eyes on the stranger. “Retire, 
sir,” was all he said. 

Ellen almost shuddered, as if there were a mysterious and unearthly 
power in Fanshawe’s voice; for she saw that the stranger endeavored in 
vain, borne down by the influence of a superior mind, to maintain the 
boldness of look and bearing that seemed natural to him. He at first made 
a step forward, then muttered a few half-audible words; but, quailing at 
length beneath the young man’s bright and steady eye, he turned and 
slowly withdrew. 

Fanshawe remained silent a moment after his opponent had departed: 
and, when he next spoke, it was in a tone of depression. Ellen observed, 
also, that his countenance had lost its look of pride and authority; and 
he seemed faint and exhausted. The occasion that called forth his energies 
had passed ; and they had left him. 

“Forgive me. Miss Langton,” he said almost humbly, “if my eagerness 
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to serve you has led me too far. There is evil in this stranger, more than 
your pure mind can conceive. I know not what has been his errand; but 
let me entreat you to put confidence in those to whose care your father 
has intrusted you. Or if I — or — or Edward Walcott — But I have no right 
to advise you; and your own calm thoughts will guide you best.” 

He said no more; and, as Ellen did not reply, they reached the house, 
and parted in silence. 


CHAPTER IV 

'The seeds by nature planted 
Take a deep root in the soil, and though for a time 
The trenchant share and tearing harrow may 
Sweep all appearance of them from the surface, 

Yet with the first warm rains of spring they’ll shoot, 

And with their rankness smother the good grain. 

Heaven grant, it mayn’t be so with him.” 

Riches. 

The scene of this tale must now be changed to the little inn, which at 
that period, as at the present, was situated in the vicinity of Harley Col- 
lege. The site of the modern establishment is the same with that of the 
ancient; but everything of the latter that had been built by hands has 
^one to decay and been removed, and only the earth beneath and around 
it remains the same. The modem building, a house of two stories, after a 
lapse of twenty years, is yet unfinished. On this account, it has retained 
the appellation of the ^‘New Inn,” though, like many who have fre- 
quented it, it has grown old ere its maturity. Its dingy whiteness, and its 
apparent superfluit}'' of windows (many of them being closed with rough 
boards), give it somewhat of a dreary look, especially in a wet day. 

The ancient inn was a house, of which the eaves approached within 
about seven feet of the ground; while the roof, sloping gradually upward 
formed an angle at several times that height. It was a comfortable and 
pleasant abode to the weary traveller, both in summer and winter; for 
the frost never ventured within the sphere of its huge hearths ; and it was 
protected from the heat of the sultry season by three large elms that 
s vept the roof with their long branches, and seemed to create a breeze 
v^here there was not one. The device upon the sign, suspended from one 
of these trees, was a hand holding a long-necked bottle, and was much 
more appropriate than the present unmeaning representation of a black 
eagle. But it is necessary to speak rather more at length of the landlord 
than of the house over which he presided. 
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Hugh Crombie was one for whom most of the wise men, who con- 
sidered the course of his early years, had predicted the gallows as an end 
before he should arrive at middle age. That these prophets of ill had been 
deceived was evident from the fact that the doomed man had now passed 
the fortieth year, and was in more prosperous circumstances than most of 
those who had wagged their tongues against him. Yet the failure of their 
forebodings was more remarkable than their fulfilment would have been. 

He had been distinguished, almost from his earliest infancy, by those 
precocious accomplishments, which, because they consist in an imitation 
of the vices and follies of maturity, render a boy the favorite plaything of 
men. He seemed to have received from nature the convivial talents, 
which, whether natural or acquired, are a most dangerous possession, 
and, before his twelfth year, he was the welcome associate^ of all the idle 
and dissipated of his neighbc rhood, and especially of those who haunted 
the tavern of which he had row become the landlord. Under this course 
of education, Hugh Crombie grew to youth and manhood; and the lovers 
of good words could only say in his favor, that he was a greater enemy to 
himself than to any one else , and that, if he should reform, few would 
have a better chance of prosperity than he. 

The former clause of thi‘> modicum of praise (if praise it may be 
termed) was indisputable; but it may be doubted, whether, under any 
circumstances where his succ^ess depended on his own exertions, Hugh 
would have made his way well through the world. He was one of those un- 
fortunate persons, who, instead of being perfect in any single art or occu- 
pation, are superficial in many, and who are supposed to possess a larger 
share of talent than other men, because it consists of numerous scraps, in- 
stead of a single mass. He was partially acquainted with most of the 
manual arts that gave bread to others; but not one of them, nor all of 
them, would give bread to him. By some fatality, the only two of his 
multifarious accomplishments in which his excellence was generally con- 
ceded were both calculated to keep him poor rather than to make him 
rich. He was a musician and a poet. 

There are yet remaining in that portion of the country many ballads 
and songs, — set to their own peculiar tunes, — the authorship of which is 
attributed to him. In general, his productions were upon subjects of local 
and temporary interest, and would consequently require a bulk of ex- 
planatory notes to render them interesting or intelligible to the world at 
large. A considerable proportion of the remainder are Anacreontics: 
though, in their construction, Hugh Crombie imitated neither the Teian 
nor any other bard. These latter have generally a coarseness and sensu- 
ality intolerable to minds even of no very fastidious delicacy. But there 
are two or three simple little songs, into which a feeling and a natural 
pathos have found their way, that still retain their influence over the 
heart. These, after two or three centuries, may perhaps be precious to 
the collectors of our early poetry. At any rate, Hugh Crombie’s effusions, 
tavern-haunter and vagrant though he was, have gained a continuance of 
fame (confined, indeed, to a narrow section of country), which many 
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who called themselves poets then, and would have scorned such a broth- 
er, have failed to equal. 

During the long winter evenings, when the farmers were idle round 
their hearths, Hugh was a courted guest; for none could while away the 
hours more skilfully than he. The winter, therefore, v/as his season of 
prosperity; in which respect he differed from the butterflies and useless 
insects, to which he otherwise bore a resemblance. During the cold 
months, a very desirable alteration for the better appeared in his outward 
man. His cheeks were plump and sanguine; his eyes bright and cheerful; 
and the tip of his nose glowed with a Bardolphian fire, — a flame, indeed, 
which Hugh was so far a vestal as to supply with its necessary fuel at all 
seasons of the year. But, as the spring advanced, he assumed a lean and 
sallow look, wilting and fading in the sunshine that brought life and joy to 
every animal and vegetable except himself. His winter patrons eyed him 
with an austere regard; and some even practised upon him the modem 
and fashionable courtesy of the “cut direct.’’ 

Yet, after all, there was good, or something that Nature intended to be 
so, in the poor outcast, — some lovely flowers, the sweeter even for the 
weeds that choked them. An instance of this was his affection for an aged 
father, whose whole support was the broken reed, — ^his son. Notwith- 
standing his own necessities, Hugh contrived to provide food and raiment 
for the old man: how, it would be difficult to say, and perhaps as well not 
to inquire. He also exhibited traits of sensitiveness to neglect and insult, 
and of gratitude for favors; both of which feelings a course of life like his 
is usually quick to eradicate. 

At length the restraint — for such his father had ever been — upon Hugh 
Crombie’s conduct was removed by death ; and then the wise men and the 
old began to shake their heads; and they who took pleasure in the fol- 
lies, vices, and misfortunes of their fellow-creatures, looked for a speedy 
gratification. They were disappointed, however; for Hugh had apparently 
determined, that, whatever might be his catastrophe, he would meet it 
among strangers, rather than at home. Shortly after his father’s death, he 
disappeared altogether from the vicinity; and his name became, in the 
course of years, an unusual sound, where once the lack of other topics of 
interest had given it a considerable degree of notoriety. Sometimes, how- 
ever, when the winter blast was loud round the lonely farm-house, its in- 
mates remembered him who had so often chased away the gloom of such 
an hour, and, though with little expectation of its fulfilment, expressed a 
wish to behold him again. 

Yet that wish, formed, perhaps, because it appeared so desperate, was 
finally destined to be gratified. One summer evening, about two years 
previous to the period of this tale, a man of sober and staid deportment, 
mounted upon a white horse, arrived at the Hand and Bottle, to which 
some civil or military meeting had chanced, that day, to draw most of the 
inhabitants of the^cinity. The stranger was well though plainly dressed, 
and anywhere but in a retired country town would have attracted no par- 
ticular attention; but here, where a traveller was not of every-day occur- 
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rence, he was soon surrounded by a little crowd, who, when his eye was 
averted, seized the opportunity diligently to peruse his person. He was 
rather a thick-set man, but with no superfluous flesh; his hair was of iron- 
gray; he had a few wrinkles; his face was so deeply sunburnt, that, ex- 
cepting a half-smothered glow on the tip of his nose, a dusky yellow was 
the only apparent hue. As the people gazed, it was observed that the 
elderly men, and the men of substance, gat themselves silently to their 
steeds, and hied homeward with an unusual degree of haste; till at length 
the inn was deserted, except by a few wretched objects to whom it was a 
constant resort. These, instead of retreating, drew closer to the traveller, 
peeping anxiously into his face, and asking, ever and anon, a question, in 
order to discover the tone of his voice. At length, with one consent, and as 
if the recognition had at once ^urst upon them, they hailed their old boon- 
companion, Hugh Crombie, and, leading him into the inn, did him the 
honor to partake of a cup of w dcome at his expense. 

But, though Hugh readily acknowledged the not very reputable ac- 
quaintances who alone acknowledged him, they speedily discovered that 
he was an altered man. He partook with great moderation of the liquor 
for which he was to pay; he declined all their flattering entreaties for one 
of his old songs; and finally, being urged to engage in a game at all-fours, 
he calmly observed, almost in the words of an old clergyman on a like oc- 
casion, that his principles forbade a profane appeal to the decision by lot. 

On the next Sabbath Hugh Crombie made his appearance at public 
worship in the chapel of Harley College; and here his outward demeanor 
was exceptionally serious and devout, — a praise which, on that particular 
occasion, could be bestowed on few besides. From these favorable symp- 
toms, the old established prejudices against him began to waver; and as 
he seemed not to need, and to have no intention to ask, the assistance of 
any one, he was soon generally acknowledged by the rich as well as by 
the poor. His account of his past life, and of his inteniions for the future, 
was brief, but not unsatisfactory. He said that, since his departure, he 
had been a seafaring man, and that, having acquired sufficient property 
to render him easy in the decline of his days, he had returned to live and 
die in the town of his nativity. 

There was one person, and the one whom Hugh was most interested to 
please, who seemed perfectly satisfied of the verity of his reformation. 
This was the landlady of the inn, whom, at his departure, he had left a 
gay, and, even at thirty-five, a rather pretty wife, and whom, on his re- 
turn, he found a widow of fifty, fat, yellow, wrinkled, and a zealous mem- 
ber of the church. She, like others, had, at first, cast a cold eye on the 
wanderer ; but it shortly became evident to close observers, that a change 
was at work in the pious matron’s sentiments respecting her old acquaint- 
tance. She was now careful to give him his morning dram from her own 
peculiar bottle, to fill his pipe from her private box of Virginia, and to mix 
for him the sleeping-cup in which her late husband had delighted. Of all 
these courtesies Hugh Crombie did partake with a wise and cautious mod- 
eration, that, while it proved them to be welcome, expressed his fear of 
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trespassing on her kindness. For the sake of brevity, it shall suffice to say, 
that, about six weeks after Hugh s return, a writing appeared on one of 
the elm-trees in front of the tavern (where, as the place of greatest re- 
sort, such notices were usually displayed) setting forth that marriage 
was intended between Hugh Crombie and the Widow Sarah Hutchins. 
And the ceremony, which made Hugh a landholder, a house-holder, and 
a substantial man, in due time took place. 

As a landlord, his general conduct was very praiseworthy. He was 
moderate in his charges, and attentive to his guests; he allowed no gross 
and evident disorders in his house, and practised none himself; he was 
kind and charitable to such as needed food and lodging, and had not 
wherewithal to pay, — for with these his experience had doubtless given 
him a fellow-feeling. He was also sufficiently attentative to his wife; 
though it must be acknowledged that the religious zeal which had had a 
considerable influence in gaining her affections grew, by no moderate de- 
grees, less fervent. It was whispered, too, that the new landlord could, 
when time, place, and company were to his mind, upraise a song as mer- 
rily, and drink a glass as jollily, as in the days of yore. These were the 
weightiest charges that could now be brought against him; and wise 
men thought, that, whatever might have been the evil of his past life, he 
had returned with a desire (which years of vice, if they do not sometimes 
produce, do not always destroy) of being honest, if opportunity should 
offer; and Hugh had certainly a fair one. 

On the afternoon previous to the events related in the last chapter, the 
personage whose introduction to the reader has occupied so large a space 
was seated under one of the elms in front of his dwelling. The bench 
which now sustained him, and on which were carved the names of many 
former occupants, was Hugh Crombie’s favorite lounging-place, unless 
when his attentions were required by his guests. No demand had that day 
been made upon the hospitality of the Hand and Bottle; and the land- 
lord was just then murmuring at the unfrequency of employment. The 
slenderness of his profits, indeed, were no part of his concern; for the 
Widow Hutchin’s chief income was drawn from her farm, nor was Hugh 
ever miserly inclined. But his education and habits had made him de- 
light in the atmosphere of the inn, and in the society of those who fre 
quented it; and of this species of enjoyment his present situation cer- 
tainly did not afford an overplus. 

Yet had Hugh Crombie an enviable appearance of indolence and ease, 
as he sat under the old tree, polluting the sweet air with his pipe, and tak- 
ing occasional draughts from a brown jug that stood near at hand. The 
basis of the potation contained in this vessel was harsh old cider, from 
the widow’s own orchard ; but its coldness and acidity were rendered in- 
nocuous by a due proportion of yet older brandy. The result of this mix- 
ture was extremely felicitous, pleasant to the taste, and producing a 
tingling sensation on the coats of the stomach, uncommonly delectable 
to so old a toper as Hugh. 
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The landlord cast his eye, ever and anon, along the road that led down 
the valley in the direction of the village; and at last, when the sun was 
wearing westward, he discovered the approach of a horseman. He im- 
mediately replenished his pipe, took a long draught from the brown jug, 
summoned the ragged youth who officiated in most of the subordinate de- 
partments of the inn, and who was now to act as hostler, and then pre- 
pared himself for confabulation with his guest. 

“He comes from the sea-coast,” said Hugh to himself, as the traveller 
emerged into open view on the level road. “He is two days in advance of 
the post, with its news of a fortnight old. Pray Heaven he prove com- 
municative!” Then, as the stranger drew nigher, “One would judge that 
his dark face had seen as h >t a sun as mine. He has felt the burning 
breeze of the Indies, East ai d West, I warrant him. Ah, I see we shall 
send away the evening merril /! Not a penny shall come out of his purse, 
— that is, if his tongue runs g ibly. Just the man I was pra\ ing for — Now 
may the Devil take me if he s!” interrupted Hugh, in ac('ents of alarm, 
and starting from his seat. He composed his countenance, however, with 
the power that long habit anc necessity had given him over his emotions, 
and again settled himself quie ly on the bench. 

The traveller, coming on at a moderate pace, alighted, and gave his 
horse to the ragged hostler. He then advanced towards the door near 
which Hugh was seated, whose agitation was manifested by no percept- 
ible sign, except by the shorter and more frequent puffs with which he 
plied his pipe. Their eyes did not meet till just as the stranger was about 
to enter, when he started apparently with a surprise and alarm similar 
to those of Hugh Crombie. He recovered himself, however, sufficiently to 
return the nod of recognition with which he was favored, and immediately 
entered the house, the landlord following. 

“This way, if you please, sir,” said Hugh. “You will find this apart- 
ment cool and retired.” 

He ushered his guest into a small room the windows of w^hich were 
darkened by the creeping plants that clustered round them. Entering, and 
closing the door, the two gazed at each other a little space without speak- 
ing. The traveller first broke silence. 

“Then this is your living self, Hugh Crombie?” he said. The landlord 
extended his hand as a practical reply to the question. The stranger took 
it, though with no especial appearance of cordiality. 

“Ay, this seems to be flesh and blood,” he said, in the tone of one who 
would willingly have found it otherwise. “And how happens this, friend 
Hugh? I little thought to meet you again in this life. When I last heard 
from you, your prayers were said, and you were bound for a better 
world.” 

“There would have been small danger of your meeting me there,” ob- 
served the landlord, dryly. 

“It is an unquestionable truth, Hugh,” replied the traveller. “For 
which reason I regret that your voyage was delayed.” 
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“Nay, that is a hard word to bestow on your old comrade,’^ said Hugh 
Crombie. “The world is wide enough for both of us; and why should you 
wish me out of it?” 

“Wide as it is,” rejoined the stranger, “we have stumbled against each 
^ther, — to the pleasure of neither of us, if I may judge from your coun- 
Aenance. Methinks I am not a welcome guest at Hugh Crombie’s mn.” 

“Your welcome must depend on the cause of your coming, and the 
length of your stay,” replied the landlord. 

“And what if I come to settle down among these quiet hills where I was 
bom?” inquired the other. “What if I, too, am weary of the life we have 
led, — or afraid, perhaps, that it will come to too speedy an end? Shall I 
have your good word, Hugh, to set me up in an honest way of life? Or will 
you make me a partner in your trade, since you know my qualifications? 
A pretty pair of publicans should we be; and the quart pot would have 
little rest between us.” 

“It may be as well to replenish it now,” observed Hugh, stepping to the 
door of the room, and giving orders accordingly. “A meeting between old 
friends should never be dry. But for the partnership, it is a matter in 
which you must excuse me. Heaven knows I find it hard enough to be 
honest, with no tempter but the Devil and my own thoughts; and, if I 
have you also to contend with, there is little hope of me.” 

“Nay, that is true. Your good resolutions were always like cobwebs, 
and your evil habits like five-inch cables,” replied the traveller. “I am 
to understand, then, that you refuse my offer?” 

“Not only that; but, if you have chosen this valley as your place of 
rest, Dame Crombie and I must look through the world for another. But 
hush! here comes the wine.” 

The hostler, in the performance of another part of his duty, now ap- 
peared, bearing a measure of the liquor that Hugh had ordered. The wine 
of that period, owing to the comparative lowness of the duties, was of 
more moderate price than in the mother-country, and of purer and better 
quality than at the present day. 

“The stuff is well chosen, Hugh,” observed the guest, after a draught 
large enough to authorize an opinion. “You have most of the requisites for 
your present station; and I should be sorry to draw you from it. I trust 
there will be no need.” 

“Yet you have a purpose in your journey hither,” observed his com- 
rade. 

“Yes; and you would fain be informed of it,” replied the traveller. He 
arose, and walked once or twice across the room ; then, seeming to have 
taken his resolution, he paused, and fixed his eye steadfastly on Hugh 
Crombie. “I could wish, my old acquaintance,” he said, “that your lot 
had been cast an)rwhere rather than here. Yet, if you choose it, you may 
do me a good office, and one that shall meet with a good reward. Can I 
trust you?” 

“My secrecy, you can,” answered the host, “but nothing further. I 
know the nature of your plans, and whither they would lead me, too well 
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to engage in them. To say the truth, since it concerns not me, I have little 
desire to hear your secret.^^ 

“And I as little to tell it, I do assure you,” rejoined the guest. “I have 
always loved to manage my affairs myself, and to keep them to myself. It 
is a good rule; but it must sometimes be broken. And now, Hugh, how is 
it that you have become possessed of this comfortable dwelling and of 
these pleasant fields?” 

“By my marriage with the Widow Sarah Hutchins,” replied Hugh 
Crombie, staring at a question which seemed to have little reference to 
the present topic of conversation. 

“It is a most excellent method of becoming a man of substance,” con- 
tinued the traveller; “attended with little trouble, and honest withal.” 

“Why, as to the trouble,” s<iid the landlord, “it follows such a bargain, 
instead of going before it. A id for honesty, — I do not recollect that I 
have gained a penny more honestly these twenty years.” 

“I can swear to that,” obse rved his comrade. “Well, mme host, I en- 
tirely approve of your doings , and, moreover, have resolved to prosper 
after the same fashion myself, ’ 

“If that be the commodib' you seek,” replied Hugh Crombie, “you 
will find none here to your mind. We have widows in plenty, it is true; 
but most of them have children, and few have houses and lands. But now 
to be serious, — and there has been something serious in your eye all this 
while, — what is your purpose in coming hither? You are not safe here. 
Your name has had a wider spread than mine, and» if discovered, it will 
go hard with you.” 

“But who would know me now?” asked the guest. 

“Few, few indeed!” replied the landlord, gazing at the dark features 
of his companion, where hardship, peril, and dissipation had each left 
their traces. “No, you are not like the slender boy of fifteen, who stood 
on the hill by moonlight to take a last look at his father’s cottage. There 
were tears in your eyes then; and, as often as I remember them, I repent 
that I did not turn you back, instead of leading you on.” 

“Tears, were there? Well, there have been few enough since,” said his 
comrade, pressing his eyelids firmly together, as if even then tempted to 
give way to the weakness that he scorned. “And, for turning me back, 
Hugh, it was beyond your power. I had taken my resolution, and you did 
but show me the way to execute it.” 

“You have not inquired after those you left behind,” observed Hugh 
Crombie. 

“No — no; nor will I have aught of them,” exclaimed the traveller, 
starting from his seat, and pacing rapidly across the room. “My father, 
I know, is dead, and I have forgiven him. My mother — what could I hear 
of her but misery? I will hear nothing.” 

“You must have passed the cottage as you rode hitherward,” said 
Hugh. “How could you forbear to enter?” 

“I did not see it,” he replied. “I closed my eyes and turned away my 
head.” 
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“Oh, if I had had a mother, a loving mother! if there had been one be- 
ing in the world that loved me, or cared for me, I should not have be- 
come an utter castaway,” exclaimed Hugh Crombie. 

The landlord’s pathos, like all pathos that flows from the winecup, was 
sufficiently ridiculous; and his companion, who had already overcome his 
own brief feelings of sorrow and remorse, now laughed aloud. 

“Come, come, mine host of the Hand and Bottle,” he cried in his usual 
hard, sarcastic tone; “be a man as much as in you lies. You had always a 
foolish trick of repentance; but, as I remember, it was commonly of a 
morning, before you had swallowed your first dram. And now, Hugh, fill 
the quart pot again, and we will to business.” 

When the landlord had complied with the wishes of his guest, the lat- 
ter resumed in a lower tone than that of his ordinary conversation, — 

“There is a young lady lately become a resident hereabouts. Perhaps 
you can guess her name; for you have a quick apprehension in these 
matters.” 

“A young lady?” repeated Hugh Crombie. “And what is your concern 
with her? Do you mean Ellen Langton, daughter of the old merchant 
Langton, whom you have some cause to remember?” 

“I do remember him ; but he is where he will speedily be forgotten,” an- 
swered the traveller. “And this girl, — I know your eye has been upon her, 
Hugh, — describe her to me.” 

“Describe her!” exclaimed Hugh with much animation. “It is impos- 
sible in prose; but you shall have her very picture in a verse of one of my 
own songs.” 

“Nay, mine host, I beseech you to spare me. This is no time for quaver- 
ing,” said the guest. “However, I am proud of your approbation, my old 
friend; foi this young lady do I intend to take to wife. What think you 
of the plan?” 

Hugh Crombie gazed into his companion’s face for the space of a mo- 
ment, in silence. There was nothing in its expression that looked like a 
jest. It still retained the same hard, cold look, that, except when Hugh 
had alluded to his home and family, it had worn through their whole con- 
versation. 

“On my word, comrade!” he at length replied, “my advice is, that you 
give over your application to the quart pot, and refresh your brain by a 
short nap. And yet your eye is cool and steady. What is the meaning of 
this?” 

“Listen, and you shall know,” said the guest. “The old man, her fa- 
ther, is in his grave.” 

“Not a bloody grave, I trust,” interrupted the landlord, starting, and 
looking fearfully into his comrade’s face. 

“No, a watery one,” he replied calmly. “You see, Hugh, I am a better 
man than you took me for. The old man’s blood is not on my head, though 
my wrongs are on his. Now listen: he had no heir but this only daughter; 
and to her, and to the man she marries, all his wealth will belong. She 
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shall marry me. Think you her father will rest easy in the ocean, Hugh 
Crombie, when I am his son-in-law?” 

‘‘No, he will rise up to prevent it, if need be,” answered the landlord. 
“But the dead need not interpose to frustrate so wild a scheme.” 

“I understand you,” said his comrade. “You are of opinion that the 
young lady’s consent may not be so soon won as asked. Fear not for that, 
mine host. I have a winning way with me, when opportunity serves; and 
it shall serve with Ellen Langlon. I will have no rivals in my wooing.” 

“Your intention, if I take it rightly, is to get this poor girl into your 
power, and then to force her into a marriage,” said Hugh Oombie. 

“It is; and I think I possess the means of doing it,” replied his com- 
rade. “But methinks, friend Hugh, my enterprise has not your good 
wishes.” 

“No; and I pray you to givf it over,” said Hugh Crombie, very earnest- 
ly. “The girl is young, lovely, tnd as good as she is fair. I cannot aid in her 
ruin. Nay, more: I must preve it it.” 

“Prevent it!” exclaimed the traveller, with a darkening countenance. 
“Think twice before you stir in this matter, I advise you. Ruin, do you 
say? Does a girl call it ruin to be made an honest wedded wife? No, no, 
mine host! nor does a widow either, else have you much to answer for.” 

“I gave the Widow Hutch ms fair play, at least, which is more than 
poor Ellen is like to get,” observed the landlord. “My old comrade, will 
you not give up this scheme?” 

“My old comrade, I will not give up this scheme,” returned the other, 
composedly. “Why, Hugh, what has come over you since we last met? 
Have we not done twenty worse deeds of a morning, and laughed over 
them at night?” 

“He is right there,” said Hugh Crombie, in a meditative tone. “Of a 
certainty, my conscience has grown unreasonably tender within the last 
two years. This one small sin, if I were to aid in it, would add but a trifle 
to the sum of mine. But then the poor girl ! ” 

His companion overheard him thus communing with himself, and hav- 
ing had much former experience of his infirmity of purpose, doubted not 
that he should bend him to his will. In fact, his arguments were so effec- 
tual, that Hugh at length, though reluctantly, promised his cooperation. 
It was necessary that their motions should be speedy; for on the second 
day thereafter, the arrival of the post would bring intelligence of the ship- 
wreck by which Mr. Langton had perished. 

“And after the deed is done,” said the landlord, “I beseech you nevei 
to cross my path again. There have been more wicked thoughts in my 
head within the last hour than for the whole two years that I have been 
an honest man.” 

“What a saint art thou become, Hugh!” said his comrade. “But feat 
not that we shall meet again. When I leave this valley, it will be to en- 
ter it no more.” 

“And there is little danger that any other who has known me will 
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chance upon me here,” observed Hugh Crombie. ‘^Our trade was un* 
favorable to length of days, and I suppose most of our old comrades have 
arrived at the end of theirs.’’ 

‘^One whom you knew well is nearer to you than you think,” answered 
the traveller; '^for I did not travel hitherward entirely alone.” 


CHAPTER V 

“A naughty night to swim in.” — Shakespeare. 

The evening of the day succeeding the adventure of the angler was dark 
and tempestuous. The rain descended almost in a continuous sheet; and 
occasional powerful gusts of wind drove it hard against the northeastern 
windows of Hugh Crombie’s inn. But at least one apartment of the in- 
terior presented a scene of comfort and of apparent enjoyment, the more 
delightful from its contrast with the elemental fury that raged without. A 
fire, which the chillness of the evening, though a summer one, made neces- 
sary, was burning brightly on the hearth; and in front was placed a small 
round table, sustaining wine and glasses. One of the guests for whom 
these preparations had been made was Edward Walcott; the other was a 
shy, awkward young man, distinguished, by the union of classic and rural 
dress, as having but lately become a student of Harley College. He 
seemed little at his ease, probably from a consciousness that he was on 
forbidden ground, and that the wine, of which he nevertheless swallowed 
a larger share than his companion, was an unlawful draught. 

In the catalogue of crimes provided against by the laws of Harley Col- 
lege, that of tavern-haunting was one of the principal. The secluded situ- 
ation of the seminary, indeed, gave its scholars but a very limited choice 
of vices; and this was, therefore, the usual channel by which the wildness 
of youth discharged itself. Edward Walcott, though naturally temperate, 
had been not an unfrequent offender in this respect, for which a super- 
fluity both of time and money might plead some excuse. But, since his ac- 
quaintance with Ellen Langton, he had rarely entered Hugh Crombie’s 
doors; and an interruption in that acquaintance was the cause of his pres- 
ent appearance there. 

Edward’s jealous pride had been considerably touched on Ellen’s com- 
pliance with the request of the angler. He had, by degrees, imperceptible 
perhaps to himself, assumed the right of feeling displeased with her con- 
duct; and she had, as imperceptibly, accustomed herself to consider what 
would be his wishes, and to act accordingly. He would, indeed, in no con- 
tingency have ventured an open remonstrance; and such a proceeding 
would have been attended by a result the reverse of what he desired. But 
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there existed between them a silent compact (acknowledged perhaps by 
neither, but felt by both), according to which they had regulated the 
latter part of their intercourse. Their lips had yet spoken no word of love; 
but some of lovers rights and privileges had been assumed on the one side, 
and at least not disallowed on the other. 

Edward’s penetration had been sufficiently quick to discover that there 
was a mystery about the angler, that there must have been a cause for the 
blush that rose so proudly on Ellen’s cheek; and his Quixotism had been 
not a little mortified, because she did not immediately appeal to his pro- 
tection. He had, however, paid his usual visit the next day at Dr. Mel- 
moth’s, expecting that, by a smile of more than common brightness, she 
would make amends to his wounded feelings; such having been her usual 
mode of reparation in the few nstances of disagreement that had occurred 
between them. But he was disappointed. He found her cold, silent, and 
abstracted, inattentive when he spoke, and indisposed to speak herself. 
Her eye was sedulously averh d from his; and the casual meeting of their 
glances only proved that thei e were feelings in her bosom which he did 
not share. He was unable to account for this change in her deportment; 
and, added to his previous conceptions of his wrongs, it produced an ef- 
fect upon his rather hasty temper, that might have manifested itself 
violently, but for the presence of Mrs. Melmoth. He took his leave in very 
evident displeasure; but, just as he closed the door, he noticed an expres- 
sion in Ellen’s countenance, that, had they been alone, and had not he 
been quite so proud, would have drawn him down to her feet. Their eyes 
met, when, suddenly, there was a gush of tears into those of Ellen; and a 
deep sadness, almost despair, spread itself over her features. He paused a 
moment, and then went his way, equally unable to account for her cold- 
ness, or for her grief. He was well aware, however, that his situation in 
respect to her was unaccountably changed, — a conviction so disagreeable, 
that, but for a hope that is latent even in the despair of youthful hearts, 
he would have been sorely tempted to shoot himself. 

The gloom of his thoughts — a mood of mind the more intolerable to 
him, because so unusual — had driven him to Hugh Crombie’s inn in 
search of artificial excitement. But even the wine had no attractions; and 
his first glass stood now almost untouched before him, while he gazed in 
heavy thought into the glowing embers of the fire. His companion per- 
ceived his melancholy, and essayed to dispel it by a choice of such topics 
of conversation as he conceived would be most agreeable. 

^‘There is a lady in the house,” he observed. ‘T caught a glimpse of her 
in the passage as we came in. Did you see her, Edward?” 

lady!” repeated Edward, carelessly. ^‘What know you of ladies? 
No, I did not see her; but I will venture to say that it was Dame Crom- 
bie’s self, and no other.” 

^Well, perhaps it might,” said the other, doubtingly. “Her head was 
turned from me, and she was gone like a shadow.” 

“Dame Crombie is no shadow, and never vanishes like one,” resumed 
Edward. “You have mistaken the slipshod servant-girl for a lady.” 
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‘‘Ay; but she had a white hand, a small white hand,” said the student, 
piqued at Edward’s contemptuous opinion of his powers of observation; 
“as white as Ellen Langton’s.” He paused; for the lover was offended by 
the profanity of the comparison, as was made evident by the blood that 
rushed to his brow. 

“We will appeal to the landlord,” said Edward, recovering his equa- 
nimity, and turning to Hugh, who just then entered the room. “Who is 
this angel, mine host, that has taken up her abode in the Hand and 
Bottle?” 

Hugh cast a quick glance from one to another before he answered, “I 
keep no angels here, gentlemen. Dame Crombie would make the house 
anything but heaven for them and me.” 

“And yet Glover has seen a vision in the passageway, — a lady with a 
small white hand.” 

“Ah, I understand! A slight mistake of the young gentleman’s,” said 
Hugh, with the air of one who could perfectly account for the mystery. 
“Our passageway is dark; or perhaps the light had dazzled his eyes. It 
was the Widow Fowler’s daughter, that came to borrow a pipe of tobacco 
for her mother. By the same token, she put it into her own sweet mouth, 
and puffed as she went along.” 

“But the white hand,” said Glover, only half convinced. 

“Nay, I know not,” answered Hugh. “But her hand was at least as 
white as her face: that I can swear. Well, gentlemen, I trust you find 
everything in my house to your satisfaction. When the fire needs renew- 
ing, or the wine runs low, be pleased to tap on the table. I shall appear 
with the speed of a sunbeam.” 

After the departure of the landlord, the conversation of the young men 
amounted to little more than monosyllables. Edward Walcott was 
wrapped in his own contemplations; and his companion was in a half- 
slumberous state, from which he started every quarter of an hour, at the 
chiming of the clock that stood in a corner. The fire died gradually away; 
the lamps began to burn dim; and Glover, rousing himself from one of his 
periodical slumbers, was about to propose a return to their chambers. He 
was prevented, however, by the approach of footsteps along the passage- 
way; and Hugh Crombie, opening the door, ushered a person into the 
room, and retired. 

The new-comer was Fanshawe. The water that poured plentifully from 
his cloak evinced that he had but just arrived at the inn ; but, whatever 
was his object, he seemed not to have attained it in meeting with the 
young men. He paused near the door, as if meditating whether to retire. 

“My intrusion is altogether owing to a mistake, either of the landlord’s 
or mine,” he said. “I came hither to seek another person; but, as I could 
not mention his name, my inquiries were rather vague.” 

“I thank Heaven for the chance that sent you to us,” replied Edward, 
rousing himself. “Glover is wretched company; and a duller evening have 
I never spent. We will renew our fire and our wine, and you must sit down 
Vrith us. And for the man you seek^” he continued in a whisper, “he le^* 
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the inn within a half-hour after we encountered him, I inquired of Hugh 
Crombie last night.” 

Fanshawe did not express his doubts of the correctness of the informa- 
tion on which Edward seemed to rely. Laying aside his cloak, he accepted 
his invitation to make one of the party, and sat down by the fireside. 

The aspect of the evening now gradually changed. A strange wild glee 
spread from one to another of the party, which, much to the surprise of 
his companions, began with and was communicated from, Fanshawe. He 
seemed to overflow with conceptions inimitably ludicrous, but so singular, 
that, till his hearers had imbibed a portion of his own spirit, they could 
only wonder at, instead of enjoying them. His applications to the wine 
were very unfrequent; yet his conversation was such as one might expect 
from a bottle of champagne endowed by a fairy with the gift of speech. 
The secret of this strange n irth lay in the troubled static of his spirits, 
which, like the vexed ocean at midnight (if the simile be not too mag- 
nificent), tossed forth a mys erious brightness. The undefined apprehen- 
sions that had drawn him to the inn still distracted his mind; but, mixed 
with them, there was a sort ( f joy not easily to be described. By degrees, 
and by the assistance of the wine, the inspiration spread, each one con- 
tributing such a quantity, and such quality of wit and whim, as was pro- 
portioned to his genius; but each one, and all, displaying a greater share 
of both than they had ever been suspected of possessing. 

At length, however, there was a pause, — the deep pause of flagging 
spirits, that always follows mirth and wine. No one would have believed, 
on beholding the pensive faces, and hearing the involuntary sighs of the 
party, that from these, but a moment before, had arisen so loud and wild 
a laugh. During this interval Edward Walcott (who was the poet of his 
class) volunteered the following song, which, from its want of polish, and 
from its application to his present feelings, might charitably be taken for 
an extemporaneous production: — 


The wine is bright, the wine is bright ; 

And gay t he drinkers be . 

Of all that drain the bowl to-night, 

Most jollily drain we. 

Oh, could one search the weary earth, — 
The earth from sea to sea, — 

He’d turn and mingle in our mirth; 

For we’re the merriest three. 

Yet there are cares, oh, heavy cares! 

We know that they are nigh: 

When forth each lonely drinker fares, 
Mark then his altered eye. 

Care comes upon us when the jest 
And frantic laughter die; 

And care will watch the parting guest — 
Oh late, then let us fly! 
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Hugh Crombie, whose early love of song and minstrelsy was still alive, 
had entered the room at the sound of Edward’s voice, in sufficient time to 
accompany the second stanza on the violin. He now, with the air of one 
who was entitled to judge in these matters, expressed his opinion of the 
performance. 

^‘Really, Master Walcott, I was not prepared for this,” he said in the 
tone of condescending praise that a great man uses to his inferior when he 
chooses to overwhelm him with excess of joy. ‘‘Very well, indeed, young 
gentleman! Some of the lines, it is true, seem to have been dragged in by 
the head and shoulders; but I could scarcely have done much better my- 
self at your age. With practice, and with such instruction as I might af- 
ford you, I should have little doubt of your becoming a distinguished 
poet. A great defect in your seminary, gentlemen, — the want of due culti- 
vation in this heavenly art.” 

“Perhaps, sir,” said Edward, with much gravity, “you might yourself 
be prevailed upon to accept the professorship of poetry?” 

“Why, such an offer would require consideration,” replied the landlord. 
“Professor Hugh Crombie of Harley College: it has a good sound, as- 
suredly. But I am a public man. Master Walcott; and the public would 
be loath to spare me from my present office.” 

“Will Professor Crombie favor us with a specimen of his productions?”* 
inquired Edward. 

“Ahem, I shall be happy to gratify you, young gentleman,” answered 
Hugh. “It is seldom, in this rude country. Master Walcott, that we meet 
with kindred genius; and the opportunity should never be thrown away.” 

Thus saying, he took a heavy draught of the liquor by which he was 
usually inspired, and the praises of which were the prevailing subject of 
his song; then, after much hemming, thrumming, and prelusion, and with 
many queer gestures and gesticulations, he began to effuse a lyric in the 
following fashion: — 

I’ve been a jolly drinker this five-and-twenty year, 

And still a jolly drinker, my friends, you see me here: 

I sing the joys of drinking; bear a chorus, every man, 

With pint pot and quart pot and clattering of can. 

The sense of the professor’s first stanza was not in exact proportion to 
the sound; but, being executed with great spirit, it attracted universal ap- 
plause. This Hugh appropriated with a condescending bow and smile; 
and, making a signal for silence, he went on, — 

King Solomon of old, boys (a jolly king was he), — 

But here he was interrupted by a clapping of hands, that seemed a con- 
tinuance of the applause bestowed on his former stanza. Hugh Crombie, 
who, as is the custom of many great performers, usually sang with his 
eyes shut, now opened them, intending gently to rebuke his auditors for 
their unseasonable expression of delight. He immediately perceived, how- 
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^ver, that the fault was to be attributed to neither of the three young 
.nen; and, following the direction of their eyes, he saw near the door, in 
the dim background of the apartment, a figure in a cloak. The hat was 
flapped forward, the cloak muffled round the lower part of the face; and 
only the eyes were visible. 

The party gazed a moment in silence, and then rushed en masse upon 
the intruder, the landlord bringing up the rear, and sounding a charge 
upon his fiddle. But, as they drew nigh, the black cloak began to assume a 
familiar look; the hat, also, was an old acquaintance; and, these being re- 
moved, from beneath them shone forth the reverend face and form of Dr. 
Melmoth. 

The president, in his quality of clerg5nman, had, late in the preceding 
afternoon, been called to visi* an aged female who was supposed to be at 
the point of death. Her hab tation was at the distance of several miles 
from Harley College; so tha- it was nightfall before Dr. Melmoth stood 
at her bedside. His stay had ^een lengthened beyond his anticipation, on 
account of the frame of mine in which he found the dying woman; and, 
after essaying to impart the c )mforts of religion to her disturbed intellect, 
he had waited for the abatement of the storm that had arisen while he 
was thus engaged. As the evening advanced, however, the rain poured 
down in undiminished cataracts; and the doctor, trusting to the prudence 
and sure-footedness of his steed, had at length set forth on his return. The 
darkness of the night, and the roughness of the road, might have appalled 
him, even had his horsemanship and his courage been more considerable 
than they were; but by the special protection of Providence, as he reason- 
ably supposed (for he was a good man, and on a good errand) , he arrived 
safely as far as Hugh Crombie^s inn. Dr. Melmoth had no intention of 
making a stay there; but, as the road passed within a very short distance, 
he saw lights in the windows, and heard the sound of song and revelry. It 
immediately occurred to him, that these midnight rioters were, probably, 
some of the young men of his charge; and he was impelled, by a sense of 
duty, to enter and disperse them. Directed by the voices, he found his 
way, with some difficulty, to the apartment, just as Hugh concluded his 
first stanza; and, amidst the subsequent applause, his entrance had been 
unperceived. 

There was a silence of a moment’s continuance after the discovery of 
Dr. Melmoth, during which he attempted to clothe his round, good-na- 
tured face in a look of awful dignity. But, in spite of himself, there was a 
little twisting of the corners of his mouth, and a smothered gleam in his 
eye. 

“This has, apparently, been a very merry meeting, young gentlemen,” 
he at length said ; “but I fear my presence has cast a damp upon it.” 

“Oh yes! your reverence’s cloak is wet enough to cast a damp upon 
anything,” exclaimed Hugh Crombie, assuming a look of tender anxiety, 
“The young gentlemen are affrighted for your valuable life. Fear de^ 
prives them of utterance: permit me to relieve you of these dangerous 
garments.” 
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“Trouble not yourself, honest man,” replied the doctor, who was one of 
the most gullible of mortals. “I trust I am in no danger; my dwelling be- 
ing near at hand. But for these young men” — 

“Would your reverence but honor my Sunday suit, — the gray broad- 
cloth coat, and the black velvet smallclothes, that have covered my un- 
worthy legs but once? Dame Crombie shall have them ready in a mo< 
ment,” continued Hugh, beginning to divest the doctor of his garments. 

“I pray you to appease your anxiety,” cried Dr. Melmoth, retaining a 
firm hold on such parts of his dress as yet remained to him. “Fear not for 
my health. I will but speak a word to those misguided youth, and be 
gone.” 

“Misguided youth, did your reverence say?” echoed Hugh, in a tone of 
utter astonishment. “Never were they better guided than when they en- 
tered my poor house. Oh, had your reverence but seen them, when I heard 
their cries, and rushed forth to their assistance. Dripping with wet were 
they, like three drowned men at the resurrec — Ahem!” interrupted 
Hugh, recollecting that the comparison he meditated might not suit the 
doctor’s ideas of propriety. 

“But why were they abroad on such a night?” inquired the president. 

“Ah! doctor, you little know the love these good young gentlemen bear 
for you,” replied the landlord. “Your absence, your long absence, had 
alarmed them; and they rushed forth through the rain and darkness to 
seek you.” 

“And was this indeed so?” asked the doctor, in a softened tone, and 
casting a tender and grateful look upon the three students. They, it is but 
justice to mention, had simultaneously made a step forward in order to 
contradict the egregious falsehoods of which Hugh’s fancy was so fertile; 
but he assumed an expression of such ludicrous entreaty, that it was irre- 
sistible. 

“But methinks their anxiety was not of long continuance,” observed 
Dr. Melmoth, looking at the wine, and remembering the song that his en- 
trance had interrupted. 

“Ah! your reverence disapproves of the wine, I see,” answered Hugh 
Crombie. “I did but offer them a drop to keep the life in their poor young 
hearts. My dame advised strong waters; ^Biit, Dame Crombie,’ says I, 
‘would ye corrupt their youth?’ And in my zeal for their good, doctor, I 
was delighting them, just at your entrance, with a pious little melody of 
my own against the sin of drunkenness.” 

“Truly, I remember something of the kind,” observed Dr. Melmoth. 
“And, as I think, it seemed to meet with good acceptance.” 

“Ay, that it did!” said the landlord. “Will it please your reverence to 
hear it? — 

King Solomon of old, boys (a wise man I’m thinking), 

Has warned you to beware of the horrid vice of drinking — 

But why talk I of drinking, foolish man that I am! And all this time, doc- 
tor. vou have not sipped a drop of my wine. Now I entreat your rever- 
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ence, as you value your health and the peace and quiet of these youth/’ 

Dr. Melmoth drank a glass of wine, with the benevolent intention of al- 
laying the anxiety of Hugh Crombie and the students. He then prepared 
to depart; for a strong wind had partially dispersed the clouds, and oc- 
casioned an interval in the cataract of rain. There was, perhaps, a little 
suspicion yet remaining in the good man’s mind respecting the truth of 
the landlord’s story: at least, it was his evident intention to see the stu- 
dents fairly out of the inn before he quitted it himself. They therefore 
proceeded along the passageway in a body. The lamp that Hugh Crombie 
held but dimly enlightened them; and the number and contiguity of the 
doors caused Dr. Melmoth to lay his hand upon the wrong one. 

“Not there, not there, doctor! It is Dame Crombie's bedchamber,” 
shouted Hugh, most energetically. “Now Beelzebub defend me! ” he mut- 
tered to himself, perceiving that his exclamation had been a moment too 
late. 

“Heavens! what do I see ” ejaculated Dr. Melmoth, lifting his hands, 
and starting back from th( entrance of the room. The three students 
pressed forward; Mrs. Croi ibie and the servant-girl had been drawn to 
the spot by the sound of Hugh’s voice; and all their wondering eyes were 
fixed on poor Ellen Langton 

The apartment in the miost of which she stood was dimly lighted by a 
solitary candle at the farther extremity; but Ellen was exposed to the 
glare of the three lamps, held by Hugh, his wife, and the servant-girl. 
Their combined rays seemed to form a focus exactly at the point where 
they reached her; and the beholders, had any been sufficiently calm, 
might have watched her features in their agitated workings and frequent 
change of expression, as perfectly as by the broad light of day. Terror had 
at first blanched her as white as a lily, or as a marble statue, which for a 
moment she resembled, as she stood motionless in the centre of the room. 
Shame next bore away; and her blushing countenance, covered by her 
slender white fingers, might fantastically be compared to a variegated 
rose with its alternate stripes of white and red. The next instant, a sense 
of her pure and innocent intentions gave her strength and courage; and 
her attitude and look had now something of pride and dignity. These, 
however, in their turn, gave way; for Edward Walcott pressed forward, 
and attempted to address her. 

“Ellen, Ellen! ” he said, in an agitated and quivering whisper; but what 
was to follow cannot be known; for his emotion checked his utterance. 
His tone and look, however, again overcame Ellen Langton, and she burst 
into tears. Fanshawe advanced, and took Edward's arm. “She has been 
deceived,” he whispered. “She is innocent: you are unworthy of her if you 
doubt it.” 

“Why do you interfere, sir?” demanded Edward, whose passions, thor- 
oughly excited, would willingly have wreaked themselves on any one. 
“What right have you to speak of her innocence? Perhaps,” he continued, 
an undefined and ridiculous suspicion arising in his mind, — “perhaps you 
are acquainted with her intentions. Perhaps you are the deceiver.” 
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Fanshawe^s temper was not naturally of the meekest character; and 
having had a thousand bitter feelings of his own to overcome, before he 
could attempt to console Edward, this rude repulse had almost aroused 
him to fierceness. But his pride, of which a more moderate degree would 
have had a less peaceable effect, came to his assistance; and he turned 
calmly and contemptuously away. 

Ellen, in the mean time, had been restored to some degree of composure. 
To this effect, a feeling of pique against Edward Walcott had contributed. 
She had distinguished his voice in the neighboring apartment, had heard 
his mirth and wild laughter, without being aware of the state of feeling 
that produced them. She had supposed that the terms on which they part- 
ed in the morning (which had been very grievous to herself) would have 
produced a corresponding sadness in him. But while she sat in loneliness 
and in tears, her bosom distracted by a thousand anxieties and sorrows, 
of many of which Edward was the object, his reckless gayety had seemed 
to prove the slight regard in which he held her. After the first outbreak of 
emotion, therefore, she called up her pride (of which, on proper occasions, 
^e had a reasonable share), and sustained his upbraiding glance with a 
passive composure, which women have more readily at command than 
men. 

Dr. Melmoth^s surprise had during this time kept him silent and inac- 
tive. He gazed alternately from one to another of those who stood around 
him, as if to seek some explanation of so strange an event. But the faces of 
all were as perplexed as his own; even Hugh Crombie had assumed a look 
of speechless wonder, — speechless, because his imagination, prolific as it 
was, could not supply a plausible falsehood. 

^^Ellen, dearest child,’^ at length said the doctor, ‘‘what is the meaning 
of this?’’ 

Ellen endeavored to reply; but, as her composure was merely external, 
she was unable to render her words audible. Fanshawe spoke in a low 
voice to Dr. Melmoth, who appeared grateful for his advice. 

“True, it will be the better way,” he replied. “My wits are utterly con- 
founded, or I should not have remained thus long. Come, my dear child,’' 
he continued, advancing to Ellen, and taking her hand, “let us return 
home, and defer the explanation till the morrow. There, there: only dry 
your eyes, and we will say no more about it.” 

“And that will be your wisest way, old gentleman,” muttered Hugh 
Crombie. 

Ellen at first exhibited but little desire, or, rather, an evident reluc- 
tance, to accompany her guardian. She hung back, while her glance passed 
almost imperceptibly over the faces that gazed so eagerly at her ; but the 
one she sought was not visible among them. She had no alternative, and 
suffered herself to be led from the inn. 

Edward Walcott alone remained behind, the most wretched being (at 
least such was his own opinion) that breathed the vital air. He felt a 
sinking and sickness of the heart, and alternately a feverish frenzy, 
neither of which his short and cloudless existence had heretofore occas- 
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ioned him to exi>erience. He was jealous of, he knew not whom, and he 
knew not what. He was ungenerous enough to believe that Ellen — ^his 
pure and lovely Ellen — ^had degraded herself ; though from what motive, 
or by whose agency, he could not conjecture. When Dr. Melmoth had 
taken her in charge, Edward returned to the apartment where he had 
spent the evening. The wine was still upon the table; and, in the desperate 
hope of stupefying his faculties, he unwisely swallowed huge successive 
draughts. The effect of his imprudence was not long in manifesting itself; 
though insensibility, which at another time would have been the result; 
did not now follow. Acting upon his previous agitation, the wine seemed 
to set his blood in a flame; and, for the time being, he was a perfect 
madman. 

A phrenologist would probably have found the organ of destructivenesb' 
in strong development, just then, upon Edward's cranium; for he certain- 
ly manifested an impulse to )reak and destroy whatever chanced to be 
within his reach. He commei ced his operations by upsetting the table, 
and breaking the bottles and glasses. Then, seizing a tall heavy chair in 
each hand, he hurled them with prodigious force, — one through the win- 
dow, and the other against a large looking-glass, the most valuable ar- 
tical of furniture in Hugh Cn tmbie's inn. The crash and clatter of these 
outrageous proceedings soon brought the master, mistress, and maid-ser- 
vant to the scene of action; but the two latter, at the first sight of Ed- 
ward's wild demeanor and gleaming eyes, retreated with all imaginable 
expedition. Hugh chose a position behind the door, from whence, pro- 
truding his head, he endeavored to mollify his inebriated guest. His inter- 
ference, however, had nearly been productive of most unfortunate conse- 
quences; for a massive andiron, with round brazen head, whizzed past 
him, within a hair’s-breadth of his ear. 

might as safely take my chance in a battle," exclaimed Hugh, with- 
drawing his head, and speaking to a man who stood in the passageway. 
'^A little twist of his hand to the left would have served my turn as well as 
if I stood in the path of a forty-two pound ball. And here comes another 
broadside," he added, as some other article of furniture rattled against 
the door. 

^^Let us return his fire, Hugh," said the person whom he addressed, 
composedly lifting the andiron. ‘‘He is in want of ammunition: let us 
send him back his own." 

The sound of this man’s voice produced a most singular effect upon 
Edward. The moment before, his actions had been those of a raving man- 
iac; but, when the words struck his ear, he paused, put his hand to hia 
forehead, seemed to recollect himself, and finally advanced with a firm 
and steady step. His countenance was dark and angry, but no longer wild. 

‘T have found you, villain! " he said to the angler. ^Tt is you who have 
done this." 

^^And, having done it, the wrath of a boy — his drunken wrath — will not 
induce me to deny it," replied the other, scornfully. 
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‘^The boy will require a man’s satisfaction,” returned Edward, “and 
that speedily.” 

“Will you take it now?” inquired the angler, with a cool, derisive smile, 
and almost in a whisper. At the same time he produced a brace of pistols, 
and held them towards the young man. 

“Willingly,” answered Edward, taking one of the weapons. “Choose 
your distance.” 

The angler stepped back a pace; but before their deadly intentions, so 
suddenly conceived, could be executed, Hugh Crombie interposed himself 
between them. 

“Do you take my best parlor for the cabin of the Black Andrew, where 
a pistol-shot was a nightly pastime?” he inquired of his comrade. “And 
you. Master Edward, with what sort of a face will you walk into the 
•chapel to morning prayers, after putting a ball through this man’s head, 
or receiving one through your own? Though, in this last case, you will be 
past praying for, or praying either.” 

“Stand aside: I will take the risk. Make way, or I will put the ball 
through your own head,” exclaimed Edward, fiercely: for the interval of 
rationality that circumstances had produced was again giving way to 
intoxication. 

“You see how it is,” said Hugh to his companion, unheard by Edward. 
“You shall take a shot at me, sooner than at the poor lad in his present 
state. You have done him harm enough already, and intend him more. I 
propose,” he continued aloud, and with a peculiar glance towards the 
angler, “that this affair be decided to-morrow, at nine o’clock, under the 
(jld oak, on the bank of the stream. In the mean time, I will take charge of 
these popguns, for fear of accidents.” 

“Well, mine host, be it as you wish,” said his comrade. “A shot more ot 
less is of little consequence to me.” He accordingly delivered his weapon 
to Hugh Crombie and walked carelessly away. 

“Come, Master Walcott, the enemy has retreated. Victoria! And now, 
I see, the sooner I get you to your chamber, the better,” added he aside; 
for the wine was at last beginning to produce its legitimate effect, in stu- 
pefying the young man’s mental and bodily faculties. 

Hugh Crombie’s assistance, though not, perhaps, quite indispensable, 
was certainly very convenient to our unfortunate hero, in the course of 
the short walk that brought him to his chamber. When arrived there, and 
in bed, he was soon locked in a sleep scarcely less deep than that of death. 

The weather, during the last hour, had appeared to be on the point of 
changing: indeed, there were, every few minutes, most rapid changes. A 
strong breeze sometimes drove the clouds from the brow of heaven, so as 
to disclose a few of the stars; but, immediately after, the darkness would 
again become Egyptian, and the rain rush like a torrent from the sky. 
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CHAPTER VI 

“About her neck a packet-mail 
Fraught with advice, some fresh, some stale, 

Of men that walked when they were dead.” 

Hudibras 

Scarcely a word had passed between Dr. Melmoth and Fallen Langton, 
on their way home; for, though the former was aware that his duty to- 
wards his ward would compel him to inquire into the motives of her con- 
duct, the tenderness of his ht art prompted him to defer the scrutiny to 
the latest moment. The same enderness induced him to connive at Ellen’s 
stealing secretly up to her chr mber, unseen by Mrs. Melmoth; to render 
which measure practicable, 1 e opened the house-door very softly, and 
stood before his half-sleeping spouse (who waited his arrival in the par- 
lor) without any previous not ce. This act of the doctor’s benevolence was 
not destitute of heroism; for he was well assured that, should the affair 
come to the lady’s knowledge through any other channel, her vengeance 
would descend not less heavily on him for concealing, than on Ellen for 
perpetrating, the elopement. Fhat she had, thus far, no suspicion of the 
fact, was evident from her composure, as well as from the reply to a ques- 
tion, which, with more than his usual art, her husband put to her respect- 
ing the non-appearance of his ward. Mrs. Melmoth answered, that Ellen 
had complained of indisposition, and after drinking, by her prescription, 
a large cup of herb-tea, had retired to her chamber early in the evening. 
Thankful that all was yet safe, the doctor laid his head upon his pillow ; 
but, late as was the hour, his many anxious thoughts long drove sleep 
from his eyelids. 

The diminution in the quantity of his natural rest did not, however, 
prevent Dr. Melmoth from rising at his usual hour, which at all seasons of 
the year was an early one. He found, on descending to the parlor, that 
breakfast was nearly in readiness; for the lady of the house (and, as a 
corollary, her servant-girl) was not accustomed to await the rising of the 
sun in order to commence her domestic labors. Ellen Langton, however, 
who had heretofore assimilated her habits to those of the family, was this 
morning invisible, — a circumstance imputed by Mrs. Melmoth to her in- 
disposition of the preceding evening, and by the doctor, to mortification 
on account of her elopement and its discovery. 

“I think I will step into Ellen’s bedchamber,” said Mrs. Melmoth, “and 
inquire how she feels herself. The morning is delightful after the storm, 
and the air will do her good.” 

“Had we not better proceed with our breakfast? If the poor child is 
sleeping, it were a pity to disturb her,” observed the doctor; for, besides 
his sympathy with Ellen’s feelings, he was reluctant, as if he were the 
guilty one, to meet her face. 
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“Well, be it so. And now sit down, doctor; for the hot cakes are cooling 
fast. I suppose you will say they are not so good as those Ellen made yes- 
terday morning. I know not how you will bear to part with her, though 
the thing must soon be.’^ 

“It will be a sore trial, doubtless,” replied Dr. Melmoth, — “like tearing 
away a branch that is grafted on an old tree. And yet there will be a satis- 
faction in delivering her safe into her father^s hands.” 

“A satisfaction for which you may thank me, doctor,” observed the 
lady. “If there had been none but you to look after the poor thing’s do- 
ings, she would have been enticed away long ere this, for the sake of her 
money.” 

Dr. Melmoth’s prudence could scarcely restrain a smile at the thought 
that an elopement, as he had reason to believe, had been plotted, and 
partly carried into execution, while Ellen was under the sole care of his 
lady, and had been frustrated only by his own despised agency. He was 
not accustomed, however, — nor was this an eligible occasion, — to dispute 
any of Mrs. Melmoth’s claims to superior wisdom. 

The breakfast proceeded in silence, or, at least, without any conversa- 
tion material to the tale. At its conclusion, Mrs. Melmoth was again medi- 
tating on the propriety of entering Ellen’s chamber ; but she was now pre- 
vented by an incident that always excited much interest both in herself 
and her husband. 

This was the entrance of the servant, bearing the letters and news- 
paper, with which, once a fortnight, the mail-carrier journeyed up the 
valley. Dr. Melmoth’s situation at the head of a respectable seminary, 
and his character as a scholar, had procured him an extensive correspon- 
dence among the learned men of his own country; and he had even ex- 
changed epistles with one or two of the most distinguished dissenting 
clergymen of Great Britain. But, unless when some fond mother enclosed 
a one-pound note to defray the private expenses of her son at college, it 
was frequently the case that the packets addressed to the doctor were the 
sole contents of the mail-bag. In the present instance, his letters were very 
numerous, and, to judge from the one he chanced first to open, of an un- 
conscionable length. While he was engaged in their perusal, Mrs. Mel- 
moth amused herself with the newspaper, — a little sheet of about twelve 
inches square, which had but one rival in the country. Commencing with 
the title, she labored on through advertisements old and new, through 
poetry lamentably deficient in rhythm and rhymes, through essays, the 
ideas of which had been trite since the first week of the creation, till she 
finally arrived at the department that, a fortnight before, had contained 
the latest news from all quarters. Making such remarks upon these items 
as to her seemed good, the dame’s notice was at length attracted by an ar- 
ticle which her sudden exclamation proved to possess uncommon interest. 
Casting her eye hastily over it, she immediately began to read aloud to 
her husband; but he, deeply engaged in a long and learned letter, instead 
of listening to what she wished to communicate, exerted his own lungs in 
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opposition to hers, as is the custom of abstracted men when disturbed. 
The result was as follows: — 

“A brig just arrived in the outer harbor,’’ began Mrs. Melmoth, “re- 
ports, that on the morning of the 25th ult.” — Here the doctor broke in, 
“Wherefore I am compelled to differ from yOur exposition of the said pas- 
sage, for those reasons, of the which I have given you a taste; pro- 
vided” — The lady’s voice was now almost audible, “ship bottom upward, 
discovered by the name on her stern to be the Ellen of” — “and in the 
same opinion are Hooker, Cotton, and divers learned divines of a later 
date.” 

The doctor’s lungs were deep and strong, and victory seemed to incline 
toward him ; but Mrs. Melmoth now made use of a tone whose peculiar 
shrillness, as long experience had taught her husband, augured a mood of 
mind not to be trifled with. 

“On my word, doctor,” she exclaimed, “this is most unfeeling and un- 
Christian conduct! Here am I endeavoring to inform you ol the death ot' 
an old friend, and you continue as deaf as a post.” 

Dr. Melmoth, who had heard the sound, without receiving the sense, 
of these words, now laid aside the letter in despair, and submissively re- 
quested to be informed of her ] Measure. 

“There, read for yourself’' she replied, handing him the paper, and 
pointing to the passage containing the important intelligence, — “read, 
and then finish your letter, if you have a mind.” 

He took the paper, unable to conjecture how the dame could be so 
much interested in any part of its contents; but, before he had read many 
words, he grew pale as death. “Good Heavens! what is this?” he ex- 
claimed. He then read on, “being the vessel wherein that eminent son of 
New England, John Langton, Esq., had taken passage for his native 
country, after an absence of many years.” 

“Our poor Ellen, his orphan child!” said Dr. Melmoth, dropping the 
paper. “How shall we break the intelligence Jo her? Alas! her share of the 
affliction causes me to forget my own.” 

“It is a heavy misfortune, doubtless; and Ellen will grieve as a daughter 
should,” replied Mrs. Melmoth, speaking with the good sense of which 
she had a competent share. “But she has never known her father; and 
her sorrow must arise from a sense of duty, more than from strong affec- 
tion. I will go and inform her of her loss. It is late, and I wonder if she be 
still asleep.” 

“Be cautious, dearest wife,” said the doctor. “Ellen has strong feelings, 
and a sudden shock might be dangerous.” 

“I think I may be trusted. Dr. Melmoth,” replied the lady, who had a 
high opinion of her own abilities as a comforter, and was not averse to ex- 
ercise them. 

Her husband, after her departure, sat listlessly turning over the letters 
that yet remained unopened, feeling little curiosity, after such melan- 
choly intelligence, respecting their ccHitents. But, by the handwriting of 
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tb'5 direction on one of them, his attention was gradually arrested, till he 
found himself gazing earnestly on those strong, firm, regular characters. 
They were perfectly familiar to his eye; but from what hand they came, 
he could not conjecture. Suddenly, however, the truth burst upon hini; 
and after noticing the date, and reading a few lines, he rushed hastily in 
pursuit of his wife. 

He had arrived at the top of his speed and at the middle of the stair- 
case, when his course was arrested by the lady whom he sought, who 
came, with a velocity equal to his own, in an opposite direction. The con- 
sequence was a concussion between the two meeting masses, by which 
Mrs. Melmoth was seated securely on the stairs; while the doctor was 
only preserved from precipitation to the bottom by clinging desperately 
to the balustrade. As soon as the pair discovered that they had sustained 
no material injury by their contact, they began eagerly to explain the 
cause of their mutual haste, without those reproaches, which, on the lady’s 
part, would at another time have followed such an accident. 

^^You have not told her the bad news, I trust?” cried Dr. Melmoth, 
after each had communicated his and her intelligence, without obtaining 
audience of the other. 

“Would you have me tell it to the bare walls?” inquired the lady in her 
shrillest tone, “Have I not just informed you that she has gone, fled, 
eloped? Her chamber is empty; and her bed has not been occupied.” 

“Gone! ” repeated the doctor. “And, when her father comes to demand 
his daughter of me, what answer shall I make?” 

“Now, Heaven defend us from the visits of the dead and drowned!” 
cried Mrs. Melmoth. “This is a serious affair, doctor, but not, I trust, suf- 
ficient to raise a ghost.” 

“Mr. Langton is yet no ghost,” answered he; “though this event will go 
near to make him one. He was fortunately prevented, after he had made 
every preparation, from taking passage in the vessel that was lost.” 

“And where is he now?” she inquired. 

“He is in New England. Perhaps he is at this moment on his way to 
us,” replied her husband. “His letter is dated nearly a fortnight back; 
and he expresses an intention of being with us in a few days.” 

“Well, I thank Heaven for his safety,” said Mrs. Melmoth. “But truly 
the poor gentleman could not have chosen a better time to be drowned, 
nor a worse one to come to life, than this. What we shall do, doctor, I 
know not; but had you locked the doors, and fastened the windows, as I 
advised, the misfortune could not have happened.” 

“Why, the whole country would have flouted us! ” answered the doctor. 
“Is there a door in all the Province that is barred or bolted, night or 
day? Nevertheless, it might have been advisable last night, had it oc- 
curred to me.” 

“And why at that time more than at all times?” she inquired. “We had 
surely no reason to fear this event.” 

Dr. Melmoth was silent; for his worldly wisdom was sufficient to deter 
liim from giving his lady the opportunity, which she would not fail to use 



FANSHAWE 


47 


to the utmost, of laying the blame of the elopement at his door. He now 
proceeded, with a heavy heart, to Ellen’s chamber, to satisfy himself with 
his own eyes of the state of affairs. It was deserted too truly; and the 
wild>flowers with which it was the maiden’s custom daily to decorate her 
premises were drooping, as if in sorrow for her who had placed them 
there. Mrs. Melmoth, on this second visit, discovered on the table a note 
addressed to her husband, and containing a few words of gratitude from 
Ellen, but no explanation of her mysterious flight. The doctor gazed long 
on the tiny letters, which had evidently been traced with a trembling 
hand, and blotted with many tears. 

‘^There is a mystery in this, —a mystery that I cannot fatliom,” he said 
^^And now I would I knew wha t measures it would be proper to take.” 

“Get you on horseback, Dr Melmoth, and proceed as speedily as may 
be down the valley to the to\vm,” said the dame, the influmce of whose 
firmer mind was sometimes, as in the present case, most beneficially ex- 
erted over his own. “You mu:-! not spare for trouble, no, nor for danger, 
Now — Oh, if I were a man 1 - 

“Oh, that you were!” mur nured the doctor, in a perfectly inaudible 
voice. “Well — and when I reac h the town, what then?” 

“As I am a Christian woman, my patience cannot endure you!” ex- 
claimed Mrs. Melmoth. “Oh, ) love to see a man with the spirit of a man! 
but you” — And she turned away in utter scorn. 

“But, dearest wife,” remonstrated the husband, who was really at a loss 
how to proceed, and anxious for her advice, “your worldly experience is 
greater than mine, and I desire to profit by it. What should be my next 
measure after arriving at the town?” 

Mrs. Melmoth was appeased by the submission with which the doctor 
asked her counsel; though, if the truth must be told, she heartily despised 
him for needing it. She condescended, hov/ever, to instruct him in the 
proper method of pursuing the runaway maiden, and directed him, before 
his departure, to put strict inquiries to Hugh Crombie respecting any 
stranger who might lately have visited his inn. That there would be wis- 
dom in this. Dr. Melmoth had his own reasons for believing; and still, 
without imparting them to his lady, he proceeded to do as he had been bid. 

The veracious landlord acknowledged that a stranger had spent a 
night and day at his inn, and was missing that morning; but he utterly 
denied all acquaintance with his character, or privity to his purposes. Had 
Mrs. Melmoth, instead of her husband, conducted the examination, the 
result might have been different. As the case was, the doctor returned to 
his dwelling but little wiser than he went forth; and, ordering his steed to 
be saddled, he began a journey of which he knew not what would be the 
end. 

In the mean time, the intelligence of Ellen’s disappearance circulated 
rapidly, and soon sent forth hunters more fit to follow the chase than Dr 
Melmoth. 
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CHAPTER VII 

“There was racing and chasing o’er Cannobie Lee.” 

Walter ^cott. 

Writ;*! y/iiward Walcott awoke the next morning from his deep slumber, 
his fir^t consciousness was of a heavy weight upon his mind, the cause of 
which he was unable immediately to recollect. One by one, however, by 
means of the association of ideas, the events of the preceding night came 
back to his memory; though those of latest occurrence were dim as 
dreams. But one circumstance was only too well remembered, — the dis- 
covery of Ellen Langton. By a strong effort he next attained to an uncer- 
tain recollection of a scene of madness and violence, followed, as be at 
first thought, by a duel. A little further reflection, however, informed him 
that this event was yet among the things of futurity; but he could by no 
means recall the appointed time or place. As he had not the slightest in- 
tention (praiseworthy and prudent as it would unquestionably have 
been) to give up the chance of avenging Ellen^s wrongs and his own, he 
immediately arose, and began to dress, meaning to learn from Hugh 
Crombie those particulars which his own memory had not retained. His 
chief apprehension was, that the appointed time had already elapsed; for 
the early sunbeams of a glorious morning were now peeping into his 
chamber. 

More than once, during the progress of dressing, he was inclined to be- 
lieve that the duel had actually taken place, and been fatal to him, and 
that he was now in those regions to which, his conscience told him, such 
an event would be likely to send him. This idea resulted from his bodily 
sensations, which were in the highest degree uncomfortable. He was tor- 
mented by a raging thirst, that seemed to have absorbed all the moisture 
of his throat and stomach ; and, in his present agitation, a cup of icy water 
would have been his first wish, had all the treasures of earth and sea been 
at his command. His head, too, throbbed almost to bursting; and the 
whirl of his brain at every movement promised little accuracy in the aim 
of his pistol, when he should meet the angler. These feelings, together 
with the deep degradation of his mind, made him resolve that no circum- 
stances should again draw him into an excess of wine. In the mean time, 
his head was, perhaps, still too much confused to allow him fully to real- 
ize his unpleasant situation. 

Before Edward was prepared to leave his chamber, the door was opened 
by one of the college bed-makers, who, perceiving that he was nearly 
dressed, entered, and began to set the apartment in order. There were two 
of these officials pertaining to Harley College; each of them being (and, 
for obvious reasons, this was an indispensable qualification) a model of 
perfect ugliness in her own way. One was a tall, raw-boned, huge-jointed, 
double-fisted giantess, admirably fitted to sustain the part of Glumdalia, 
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in the tragedy of ^Tom Thumb.’’ Her features were as excellent as her 
form, appearing to have been rough-hewn with a broadaxe, and left un- 
polished. The other was a short, squat figure, about two thirds the height, 
and three times the circumference, of ordinary females. Her hair was 
gray, her complexion of a deep yellow; and her most remarkable feature 
was a short snub nose, just discernible amid the broad immensity of her 
face. This latter lady was she who now entered Edward’s chamber. Not- 
withstanding her deficiency in personal attractions, she was rather a fav- 
orite of the students, being good-natured, anxious for their comfort, and, 
when duly encouraged, very communicative. Edward perceived, as soon as 
she appeared, that she only waited his assistance in order to disburden 
herself of some extraordinary information; and, more from compassion 
than curiosity, he began to question her. 

‘Well, Dolly, what news th»s morning?” 

“Why, let me see, — oh, yes! It had almost slipped my memory,” re- 
plied the bed-maker. “Poor W’idow Butler died last night, after her long 
sickness. Poor woman ! I remember her forty years ago, or so, — as rosy a 
lass as you could set eyes on.’ 

“Ah! has she gone?” said Edward, recollecting the sick woman of the 
cottage which he had entered with Ellen and Fanshawe. “Was she not our 
of her right mind, Dolly?” 

“Yes, this seven years,” she answered. “They say she came to her senses 
a bit, when Dr. Melmoth visited her yesterday, but was raving mad when 
she died. Ah, that son of hers! — if he is yet alive. Well, well ! ” 

“She had a son, then?” inquired Edward. 

“Yes, such as he was. The Lord preserve me from such a one!” said 
Dolly. “It was thought he went off with Hugh Crombie, that keeps the 
tavern now. That was fifteen years ago.” 

“And have they heard nothing of him since?” asked Edward. 

“Nothing good, — ^nothing good,” said the bed-maker. “Stories did 
travel up the valley now and then; but for five years there has been nc 
word of him. They say Merchant Langton, Ellen’s father, met him in for- 
eign parts, and would have made a man of him ; but there was too much 
of the wicked one in him for that. Well, poor woman! I wonder who’ll 
preach her funeral sermon.” 

“Dr. Melmoth, probably,” observed the student, 

“No, no! The doctor will never finish his journey in time. And who 
knows but his own funeral will be the end of it,” said Dolly, with a sa- 
gacious shake of her head. 

“Dr. Melmoth gone a journey!” repeated Edward. “What do you 
mean? For what purpose?” 

“For a good purpose enough, I may say,” replied she. “To search out 
Miss Ellen, that was run away with last night.” 

“In the Devil’s name, woman, of what are you speaking?” shouted Ed- 
ward, seizing the affrighted bed-maker forcibly by the arm. 

Poor Dolly had chosen this circuitous method of communicating her in- 
telligence, because she was well aware that, if she first told of Ellen’s 
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flight, she should find no ear for her account of the Widow Butler’s death. 
She had not calculated, however, that the news would produce so violent 
an effect upon her auditor ; and her voice faltered as she recounted what 
she knew of the affair. She had hardly concluded, before Edward — who, 
as she proceeded, had been making hasty preparations — rushed from his 
chamber, and took the way towards Hugh Crombie’s inn. He had no dif- 
ficulty in finding the landlord, who had already occupied his accustomed 
seat, and was smoking his accustomed pipe, under the elm-tree. 

^'Well, Master Walcott, you have come to take a stomach-reliever this 
morning, I suppose,” said Hugh, taking the pipe from his mouth. ‘What 
shall it be? — a bumper of wine with an egg? or a glass of smooth, old, oily 
brandy, such as Dame Crombie and I keep for our own drinking? Come, 
that will do it, I know.” 

“No, no! neither,” replied Edward, shuddering involuntarily at the 
bare mention of wine and strong drink. “You know well, Hugh Crombie, 
the errand on which I come.” 

“Well, perhaps I do,” said the landlord. “You come to order me to 
saddle my best horse. You are for a ride, this fine morning.” 

“True; and I must learn of you in what direction to turn my horse’s 
head,” replied Edward Walcott. 

“I understand you,” said Hugh, nodding and smiling. “And now. Mas- 
ter Edward, I really have taken a strong liking to you; and, if you please 
to hearken to it, you shall have some of my best advice.” 

“Speak,” said the young man, expecting to be told in what direction to 
pursue the chase. 

“I advise you, then,” continued Hugh Crombie, in a tone in which some 
real feeling mingled with assumed carelessness, — “I advise you to forget 
that you have ever known this girl, that she has ever existed ; for she is as 
much lost to you as if she never had been born, or as if the grave had cov- 
ered her. Come, come, man, toss off a quart of my old wine, and keep up 
a merry heart. This has been my way in many a heavier sorrow than ever 
you have felt: and you see I am alive and merry yet.” But Hugh’s merri- 
ment had failed him just as he was making his boast of it; for Edward 
saw a tear in the corner of his eye. 

“Forget her? Never, never!” said the student, while his heart sank 
within him at the hopelessness of pursuit which Hugh’s words implied. “I 
will follow her to the ends of the earth.” 

“Then so much the worse for you and for my poor nag, on whose back 
you shall be in three minutes,” rejoined the landlord. “I have spoken to 
you as I would to my own son, if I had such an incumbrance. — Here, you 
ragamuffin; saddle the gray, and lead him round to the door.” 

“The gray? I will ride the black,” said Edward. “I know your best 
horse as well as you do yourself, Hugh.” 

“There is no black horse in my stable. I have parted with him to an old 
comrade of mine,” answered the landlord, with a wink of acknowledg- 
ment to what he saw were Edward’s suspicions. “The gray is a stout nag, 
and will carry you a round pace, though not so fast as to bring you up 
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with them you seek. I reserved him for you, and put Mr. Fanshawe off 
with the old white, on which I travelled hitherward a year or two since.’’ 

^Tanshawe! Has he, then, the start of me?” asked Edward. 

‘^He rode off about twenty minutes ago,” replied Hugh; ‘^but you will 
overtal^e him within ten miles, at farthest. But, if mortal man could re- 
cover the girl, that fellow would do it, even if he had no better nag than a 
broomstick, like the witches of old times.” 

'‘Did he obtain any information from you as to the course?” inquired 
the student. 

'‘I could give him only this much,” said Hugh, pointing down the road 
in the direction of the town. '‘AJy old comrade trusts no man further than 
is needful, and I ask no unnecessary questions.” 

The hostler now led up to th< door the horse which Edwaro was to ride. 
The young man mounted with ill expedition; but, as he was about to ap- 
ply the spurs, his thirst, whicl the bed-maker’s intelligence had caused 
him to forget, returned most po verfully upon him. 

"For Heaven’s sake, Hugh, c mug of your sharpest cider; and let it be 
a large one! ” he exclaimed. "M i tongue rattles in my mouth like” — 

"Like the bones in a dice-box,” said the landlord, finishing the com- 
parison, and hastening to obey Edward’s directions. Indeed, he rather ex- 
ceeded them, by mingling witn the juice of the apple a gill of his old 
brandy, which his own experience told him would at that time have a 
most desirable effect upon the young man’s internal system. 

"It is powerful stuff, mine host; and I feel like a new man already,” ob- 
served Edward, after draining the mug to the bottom. 

"He is a fine lad, and sits his horse most gallantly,” said Hugh Crombie 
to himself as the student rode off. "I heartily wish him success. I wish to 
Heaven my conscience had suffered me to betray the plot before it was 
too late. Well, well, a man must keep his mite of honesty.” 

The morning was now one of the most bright and glorious that ever 
shone for mortals; and. under other circumstances, Edward’s bosom 
would have been as light, and his spirit Mrould have sung as cheerfully, as 
one of the many birds that warbled around him. The raindrops of the pre- 
ceding night hung like glittering diamonds on every leaf of every tree, 
shaken, and rendered more brilliant, by occasional sighs of wind, that re- 
moved from the traveller the superfluous heat of an unclouded sun. In 
spite of the adventure, so mysterious and vexatious, in w^hich he w^as en- 
gaged, Edward’s elastic spirit (assisted, perhaps, by the brandy he had 
unwittingly swallowed) rose higher as he rode on; and he soon found him 
self endeavoring to accommodate the tune of one of Hugh Crombie’s bal- 
lads to the motion of the horse. Nor did this reviving cheerfulness argue 
anything against his unwavering faith, and pure and fervent love for El- 
len Langton. A sorrowful and repining disposition is not the necessary ac- 
companiment of a "leal and loving heart”; and Edward’s spirits were 
cheered, not by forgetfulness, but by hope, which would not permit him 
to doubt of the ultimate success of his pursuit. The uncertainty itself, and 
the probable danger of the exoedition, were not without their charm to a 
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youthful and adventurous spirit. In fact, Edward would not have been 
altogether satisfied to recover the errant damsel, without first doing 
battle in her behalf. 

" He had proceeded but a few miles before he came in sight of Fanshawe, 
who had been accommodated by the landlord with a horse much inferior 
to his own. The speed to which he had been put had almost exhaust d the 
poor animal, whose best pace was now but little beyond a walk. Edward 
drew his bridle as he came up with Fanshawe. 

have been anxious to apologize,’’ ne said to him, ^Tor the hasty and 
unjust expressions of which I made use last evening. May I hope that, in 
consideration of my mental distraction and the causes of it, you will for- 
get what has passed?” 

had already forgotten it,” replied Fanshawe, freely offering his hand. 
“I saw your disturbed state of feeling, and it would have been unjust both 
to you and to myself to remember the errors it occasioned.” 

‘‘A wild expedition this,” observed Edward, after shaking warmly the 
offered hand. ‘^Unless we obtain some further information at the town, we 
shall hardly know which way to continue the pursuit.” 

^We can scarcely fail, I think, of lighting upon some trace of them,” 
said Fanshawe. “Their flight must have commenced after the storm sub- 
sided, which would give them but a few hours the start of us. May I beg,” 
he continued, noticing the superior condition of his rival’s horse, “that 
you will not attempt to accommodate your pace to mine?’' 

Edward bowed, and rode on, wondering at the change which a few 
months had wrought in Fanshawe’s character. On this occasion, espe- 
cially, the energy of his mind had communicated itself to his frame. The 
color was strong and high in his cheek ; and his whole appearance was that 
of a gallant and manly youth, whom a lady might love, or a foe might 
fear. Edward had not been so slow as his mistress in discovering the stu- 
dent’s affection; and he could not but acknowledge in his heart that he 
ivas a rival not to be despised, and might yet be a successful one, if, by his 
^eans, Ellen Langton were restored to her friends. This consideration 
caused him to spur forward with increased ardor; but all his speed could 
not divest him of the idea that Fanshawe would finally overtake him, and 
attain the object of their mutual pursuit. There was certainly no appar- 
ent ground for this imagination; for every step of his horse increased the 
advantage which Edward had gained, and he soon lost sight of his rival. 

Shortly after overtaking Fanshawe, the young man passed the lonely 
cottage formerly the residence of the Widow Butler, who now lay dead 
within. He was at first inclined to alight, and make inquiries respecting 
the fugitives; for he observed through the windows the faces of several 
persons, whom curiosity, or some better feeling, had led to the house of 
mourning. Recollecting, however, that this portion of the road must have 
been passed by the angler and Ellen at too early an hour to attract notice, 
he forbore to waste time by a fruitless delay. 

Edward proceeded on his journey, meeting with no other noticeable 
event, till, arriving at the summit of a hill, he beheld, a few hundred yards 
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before him, the Rev. Dr. Melmoth. The worthy president was toiling on- 
ward at a rate unexampled in the history either of himself or his steed; 
the excellence of the latter consisting in sure-footedness rather than rap- 
idity. The rider looked round, seemingly in some apprehension at the 
sound of hoof-tramps behind him, but was unable to conceal his satisfac- 
tion on recognizing Edward Walcott. 

In the whole course of his life, Dr. Melmoth had never been placed in 
circumstances so embarrassing as the present. He was altogether a child 
in the ways of the world, having spent his youth and early manhood in 
abstracted study, and his maturity in the solitude of these hills. The ex- 
pedition, therefore, on which fa(e had now thrust him, was an entire dev- 
iation from the quiet pathway c f all his former years; and he felt like one 
who sets forth over the broad o 'ean without chart or compass. The affair 
would undoubtedly have been perplexing to a man of far more experience 
than he; but the doctor pictured to himself a thousand difficulties anr 
dangers, which, except in his imagination, had no existence. The pertur 
bation of his spirit had compelle 1 him, more than once since his departure, 
to regret that he had not invite 1 Mrs. Melmoth to a share in the adven- 
ture; this being an occasion where her firmness, decision, and confident 
sagacity — which made her a son of domestic hedgehog — would have been 
peculiarly appropriate. In the alisence of such a counsellor, even Edward 
Walcott — young as he was, an(t indiscreet as the doctor thought him — 
was a substitute not to be despised; and it was singular and rather lu- 
dicrous to observe how the gray-haired man unconsciously became as a 
child to the beardless youth. He addressed Edward with an assumption of 
dignity, through which his pleasure at the meeting was very obvious. 

Young gentleman, this is not well,’’ he said. ^‘By what authority have 
you absented yourself from the walls of Alma Mater during term-time?” 

^T conceived that it was unnecessary to ask leave at such a conjuncture, 
and when the head of the institution was himself in the saddle,” replied 
Edward. 

“It was a fault, it was a fault,” said Dr. Melmoth, shaking his head; 
“but, in consideration of the motive, I may pass it over. And now, my 
dear Edward, I advise that we continue our journey together, as your 
youth and inexperience will stand in need of the wisdom of my gray head. 
Nay, I pray you lay not the lash to your steed. You have ridden fast and 
far; and a slower pace is requisite for a season.” 

And, in order to keep up with his young companion, the doctor smote 
his own gray nag; which unhappy beast, wondering what strange con- 
catenation of events had procured him such treatment, endeavored to 
obey his master’s wishes. Edward had sufficient compassion for Dr. Mel- 
moth (especially as his own horse now exhibited signs of weariness) to 
moderate his pace to one attainable by the former. 

“Alas, youth! these are strange times,” observed the president, “when 
a doctor of divinity and an under-graduate set forth, like a knight-errant 
and his squire, in search of a stray damsel. Methinks I am an epitome of 
the church militant, or a new species of polemical divinity. Pray Heaven, 
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however, there be no encounter in store for us; for I utterly forgot to pro- 
vide myself with weapons.” 

“I took some thought for that matter, reverend knight,” replied Ed- 
ward, whose imagination was highly tickled by Dr. Melmoth's chivalrous 
comparison. 

^^Ay, I see that you have girded on a sword,” said the divine. ' But 
wherewith shall I defend myself, my hand being empty, except of this 
golden headed staff, the gift of Mr. Langton?” 

“One of these, if you will accept it,’^ answered Edward, exhibiting a 
brace of pistols, ‘‘will serve to begin the conflict, before you join the battle 
band to hand.” 

“Nay, I shall find little safety in meddling with that deadly instru- 
ment, since I know not accurately from which end proceeds the bullet,” 
said Di . Melmoth. “But were it not better, seeing we are so well provided 
with artillery, to betake ourselves, in the event of an encounter, to some 
stone- wall or other place of strength?” 

“If I may presume to advise,” said the squire, “you, as being most 
valiant and experienced, should ride forward, lance in hand (your long 
staff serving for a lance) , while I annoy the enemy from afar.” 

“Like Teucer behind the shield of Ajax,” interrupted Dr. Melmoth, “or 
David with his stone and sling. No, no, young man! I have left unfinished 
in my study a learned treatise, important not only to the present age, but 
to posterity, for whose sakes I must take heed to my safety. — But, lo! 
who ride yonder?” he exclaimed, in manifest alarm, pointing to some 
horsemen upon the brow of a hill at a short distance before them. 

“Fear not, gallant leader,” said Edward Walcott, who had already dis- 
covered the objects of the doctor’s terror. “They are men of peace, as we 
shall shortly see. The foremost is somewhere near your own years, and 
rides like a grave, substantial citizen, — though what he does here, I know 
not. Behind come two servants, men likewise of sober age and pacific 
appearance.” 

“Truly your eyes are better than mine own. Of a verity, you are in the 
right,” acquiesced Dr. Melmoth, recovering his usual quantum of intrep- 
idity. “We will ride forward courageously, as those who, in a just cause, 
fear neither death nor bonds.” 

The reverend knight-errant and his squire, at the time of discovering 
the three horsemen, were within a very short distance of the town, which 
was, however, concealed from their view by the hill that the strangers 
were descending. The road from Harley College, through almost its whole 
extent, had been rough and wild, and the country thin of population; but 
now, standing frequent, amid fertile fields on each side of the way, were 
neat little cottages, from which groups of white-headed children rushed 
forth to gaze upon the travellers. The three strangers, as well as the doctor 
and Edward, were surrounded, as they approached each other, by a crowd 
of this kind, plying their little bare legs most pertinaciously in order to 
keep pace with the horses. 

As Edward gained a nearer view of the foremost rider, his grave aspect 
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and stately demeanor struck him with involuntary respect. There were 
deep lines of thought across his brow; and his calm yet bright gray eye 
betokened a steadfast soul. There was also an air of conscious importance, 
even in the manner in which the stranger sat his horse, which a man’s 
good opinion of himself, unassisted by the concurrence of the world in 
general, seldom bestows. The two servants rode at a respectable distance 
in the rear; and the heavy portmanteaus at their backs intimated that the 
party had journeyed from afar. Dr. Melmoth endeavored to assume the 
dignity that became him as the head of Harley College; and with a gentle 
stroke of his staff upon his wearied steed and a grave nod to the principal 
stranger, was about to commence the ascent of the hill at ^he foot of 
which they were. The gentleman, however, made a halt. 

“Dr. Melmoth, am I so fortun ite as to meet you?” he exclaimed in ac- 
cents expressive of as much surp ise and pleasure as were consistent with 
his staid demeanor. “Have you, t len, forgotten your old friend ” 

“Mr. Langtonl Can it be?” siid the doctor, after looking him in the 
face a moment. “Yes, it is my old friend indeed: welcome welcome! 
though you come at an unfortuna e time.” 

“What say you? How is my ( hild? Ellen, I trust, is well?” cried Mr. 
Langton, a father’s anxiety overcoming the coldness and reserve that 
were natural to him, or that long habit had made a second nature. 

“She is well in health. She was so, at least, last night,” replied Dr. Mel- 
moth unable to meet the eye of his friend. “But — but I have been a care- 
less shepherd,; and the lamb has strayed from the fold while I slept.” 

Edward Walcott, who was a deeply interested observer of this scene, 
had anticipated that a burst of passionate grief would follow the dis- 
closure. He was, however, altogether mistaken. There was a momentary 
convulsion of Mr. Langton’s strong features, as quick to come and go as a 
flash of lightning; and then his countenance was as composed — though, 
perhaps, a little sterner — as before. He seemed about to inquire into the 
particulars of what so nearly concerned him, but changed his purpose on 
observing the crowd of children, who, with one or two of their parents, 
were endeavoring to catch the words that passed between the doctor and 
himself. 

“I will turn back with you to the village,” he said in a steady voice; 
“and at your leisure I shall desire to hear the particulars of this unfortun- 
ate affair.” 

He wheeled his horse accordingly, and, side by side with Dr. Melmoth, 
began to ascend the hill. On reaching the summit, the little country tov;n 
lay before them, presenting a cheerful and busy spectacle. It consisted of 
one long, regular street, extending parallel to, and at a short distance 
from, the river; which here, enlarged by a junction with another stream, 
became navigable, not indeed for vessels of burden, but for rafts of lum- 
ber and boats of considerable size. The houses, with peaked roofs and jut- 
ting stories, stood at wide intervals along the street; and the commercial 
character of the place was manifested by the shop door and windows that 
occupied the front of almost every dwelling. One or two mansions, how- 
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ever, surrounded by trees, and standing back at a haughty distance from 
the road, were evidently the abodes of the aristocracy of the village. It 
was not difficult to distinguish the owners of these — self-important per- 
sonages, with canes and well-powdered periwigs — among the crowd of 
meaner men who bestowed their attention upon Dr. Melmoth and his 
friend as they rode by. The town being the nearest mart of a large extent 
of back country, there were many rough farmers and woodsmen, to whom 
the cavalcade was an object of curiosity and admiration. The former feel- 
ing, indeed, was generad throughout the village. The shop-keepers left 
their customers, and looked forth from the doors; the female portion of 
the community thrust their heads from the windows; and the people in 
the street formed a lane through which, with all eyes concentrated upon 
them, the party rode onward to the tavern. The general aptitude that per- 
vades the populace of a small country town to meddle with affairs not le- 
gitimately concerning them was increased, on this occasion, by the sudden 
return of Mr. Langton after passing through the village. Many conjec- 
tures were afloat respecting the cause of this retrograde movement; and, 
by degrees, something like the truth, though much distorted, spread gen- 
erally among the crowd, communicated, probably, from Mr. Langton’s 
servants. Edward Walcott, incensed at the uncourteous curiosity of which 
he, as well as his companions, was the object, felt a frequent impulse 
(though, fortunately for himself, resisted) to make use of his riding- 
switch in clearing a passage. 

On arriving at the tavern, Dr. Melmoth recounted to his friend the 
little he knew beyond the bare fact of Ellen ^s disappearance. Had Edward 
Walcott been called to their conference, he might, by disclosing the ad- 
venture of the angler, have thrown a portion of light upon the affair; but, 
since his first introduction, the cold and stately merchant had honored 
him with no sort of notice. 

Edward, on his part, was not well pleased at the sudden appearance of 
Ellen^s father, and was little inclined to cooperate in any measures that 
he might adopt for her recovery. It was his wish to pursue the chase on his 
own responsibility, and as his own wisdom dictated: he chose to be an in- 
dependent ally, rather than a subordinate assistant. But, as a step prelim- 
inary to his proceedings of every other kind, he found it absolutely neces- 
sary, having journeyed far, and fasting, to call upon the landlord for a 
supply of food. The viands that were set before him were homely but 
abundant; nor were Edward’s griefs and perplexities so absorbing as to 
overcome the appetite of youth and health. 

Dr. Melmoth and Mr. Langton, after a short private conversation, had 
summoned the landlord, in the hope of obtaining some clew to the devel- 
opment of the mystery. But no young lady, nor any stranger answering to 
the description the doctor had received from Hugh Crombie (which was 
indeed a false one), had been seen to pass through the village since day- 
break. Here, therefore, the friends were entirely at a loss in what direction 
to continue the pursuit. The village was the focus of several roads, di- 
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ver^ng to widely distant portions of the country; and which of these the 
fugitives had taken, it was impossible to determine. One point, however, 
might be considered certain, — that the village was the first stage of their 
flight ; for it commanded the only outlet from the valley, except a rugged 
path among the hills, utterly impassable by horse. In this dilemma, ex- 
presses were sent by each of the different roads; and poor Ellen’s impru- 
dence — the tale nowise decreasing as it rolled along — became known to a 
wide extent of country. Having thus done everything in his power to re- 
cover his daughter, the merchant exhibited a composure which Dr. Mel- 
moth admired, but could not equal. His own mind, however, was in a far 
more comfortable state than when the responsibility of the pursuit had 
rested upon himself. 

Edward Walcott, in the mean time, had employed but a very few mo- 
ments in satisfying his hunger; if ter which his active intelleci alternately 
formed and relinquished a thou ^and plans for the recovery of Ellen. Fan- 
shawe’s observation, that her fl ght must have commenced after the sub- 
siding of the storm, recurred to lim. On inquiry, he was informed that the 
violence of the rain had continued, with a few momentary intermissions, 
till near daylight. The fugitives must, therefore, have passed through the 
village long after its inhabitants were abroad; and how, without the gift 
of invisibility, they had contrived to elude notice, Edward could not con- 
ceive. 

“Fifty years ago,” thought Edward, “my sweet Ellen would have been 
deemed a witch for this trackless journey. Truly, I could wish I were a 
wizard, that I might bestride a broomstick, and follow her.” 

While the young man, involved in these perplexing thoughts, looked 
forth from the open window of the apaitment, his attention was drawn to 
an individual evidently of a different, though not of a higher, class than 
the countrymen among whom he stood. Edward now recollected that he 
had noticed his rough dark face among the most earnest of those who had 
watched the arrival of the party. He had then taken him for one of the 
boatmen, of whom there were many in the village, and who had much of 
a sailor-like dress and appearance. A second and more attentive observa- 
tion, however, convinced Edward that this man’s life had not been spent 
upon fresh water; and, had any stronger evidence than the nameless 
marks which the ocean impresses upon its sons been necessary, it woulo 
have been found in his mode of locomotion. While Edward was observing 
him, he beat slowly up to one of Mr. Langton’s servants who was standing 
near the door of the inn. He seemed to question the man with affected 
carelessness ; but his countenance was dark and perplexed when he turned 
to mingle again with the crowd. Edward lost no time in ascertaining from 
the servant the nature of his inquiries. They had related to the elopement 
of Mr. Langton’s daughter, which was, indeed, the prevailing, if not the 
sole, subject of conversation in the village. 

The grounds for supposing that this man was in any way connected 
with the angler were, perhaps, very slight; yet, in the x>erplexity of the 
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whole affair, they induced Edward to resolve to get at the heart of his 
mystery. To attain this end, he took the most direct method, — by apply- 
ing to the man himself. 

He had now retired apart from the throng and bustle of the village, and 
was seated upon a condemned boat, that was drawn up to rot upon the 
banks of the river. His arms were folded, and his hat drawn ov'er his 
brows. The lower part of his face, which alone was visible, evinced gloom 
and depression, as did also the deep sighs, which, because he thought no 
one was near him, he did not attempt to restrain. 

“Friend, I must speak with you,” said Edward Walcott, laying his 
hand upon his shoulder, after contemplating the man a moment, himself 
unseen. 

He started at once from his abstraction and his seat, apparently ex- 
pecting violence, and prepared to resist it; but. perceiving the youthful 
and solitary intruder upon his privacy, he composed his features with 
much quickness. 

“What would you with me?” he asked. 

“They tarry long, — or you have kept a careless watch,” said Edward, 
speaking at a venture. 

For a moment, there seemed a probability of obtaining such a reply to 
this observation as the youth had intended to elicit. If any trust could be 
put in the language of the stranger’s countenance, a set of words different 
from those to which he subsequently gave utterance had risen to his lips. 
But he seemed naturally slow of speech; and this defect was now, as is 
frequently the case, advantageous in giving him space for reflection. 

“Look you, youngster: crack no jokes on me,” he at length said, con- 
temptuously. “Away I back whence you came, or” — And he slightly 
waved a small rattan that he held in his right hand. 

Edward’s eyes sparkled, and his color rose. “You must change this tone, 
fellow, and that speedily,” he observed. “I order you to lower your hand, 
and answer the questions that I shall put to you.” 

The man gazed dubiously at him, but finally adopted a more concilia- 
tory mode of speech. 

“Well, master; and what is your business with me?” he inquired. “I am 
a boatman out of employ. Any commands in my line?” 

“Pshaw! I know you, my good friend, and you cannot deceive me,” re- 
plied Edward Walcott. “We are private here,” he continued, looking 
around. “I have no desire or intention to do you harm; and, if you act 
according to my directions, you shall have no cause to repent it.” 

“And what if I refuse to put myself under your orders?” inquired the 
man. “You are but a young captain for such an old hulk as mine.” 

“The ill consequences of a refusal would all be on your own side,” re- 
plied Edward. “I shall, in that case, deliver you up to justice: if I have 
not the means of capturing you myself,” he continued, observing the sea- 
man’s eye to wander rather scornfully over his youthful and slender fig- 
ure, “there are hundreds within call whom it will be in vain to resist. Be- 
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sides, it requires little strength to use this,^’ he added, laying his hand on 
a pistol. 

that were all, I could suit you there, my lad,’' muttered the stran- 
ger. He continued aloud, ‘‘Well, what is your will with me? D d un- 

gen teel treatment this! But put your questions ; and, to oblige you, I may 
answer them, — if so be that I know anything of the matter.” 

“You will do wisely,” observed the young man. “And now to business. 
What reason have you to suppose that the persons for whom you watch 
are not already beyond the village?” 

The seaman paused long before he answered, and gazed earnestly at 
Edward, apparently endeavoring to ascertain from his countenance the 
amount of his knowledge. This he probably overrated, but, nevertheless, 
hazarded a falsehood, 

“I doubt not they passed b< fore midnight,” he said. “I warrant you 
they are many a league towards he sea-coast ere this.” 

“You have kept watch, then, ince midnight?” asked Edward. 

“Ay, that have I! And a dark and rough one it was,” answered the 
stranger. 

“And you are certain that, il they passed at all, it must have been be- 
fore that hour?” 

“I kept my walk across the r-.)ad till the village was all astir,” said the 
seaman. “They could not have missed me. So, you see, your best way is to 
give chase; for they have a long start of you, and you have no time to 
lose.” 

“Your information is sufficient, my good friend,” said Edward, with a 
smile. “I have reason to know that they did not commence their flight be- 
fore midnight. You have made it evident that they have not passed since: 
ergo, they have not passed at all, — an indisputable syllogism. And now 
will I retrace my footsteps.” 

“Stay, young man,” said the stranger, placing himself full in Edward s 
way as he was about to hasten to the inn. “You have drawn me in to be- 
tray my comrade; but, before you leave this place, you must answer a 
question or two of mine. Do you mean to take the law with you? or will 
you right your wrongs, if you have any, with your own right hand?” 

“It is my intention to take the latter method. But, if I choose the for 
mer, what then?” demanded Edward. 

“Nay, nothing: only you or I might not have gone hence alive,” replied 
the stranger. “But as you say he shall have fair play” — 

“On my word, friend,” interrupted the young man, “I fear your intelli- 
gence has come too late to do either good or harm. Look towards the inn: 
my companions are getting to horse, and, my life on it, they know whither 
to ride.” 

So saying, he hastened away, followed by the stranger. It was indeed 
evident that news of some kind or other had reached the village. The peo- 
ple were gathered in groups, conversing eagerly; and the pale cheeks, up- 
lifted eyebrows, and outspread hands of some of the female sex filled Ed- 
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ward’s mind with undefined but intolerable apprehensions. He forced his 
way to Dr. Melmoth, who had just mounted, and, seizing his bridle, per- 
emptorily demanded if he knew aught of Ellen Langton. 


CHAPTER VIII 

“Full many a miserable year hath passed: 

She knows him as one dead, or worse than dead: 

And many a change her varied life hath known; 

But her heart none.” Maturin. 

Since her interview with the angler, which was interrupted by the ap- 
pearance of Fanshawe, Ellen Langton’s hitherto calm and peaceful mind 
had been in a state of insufferable doubt and dismay. She was imperative- 
ly called upon — at least, she so conceived — to break through the rules 
which nature and education impose upon her sex, to quit the protection of 
those whose desire for her welfare was true and strong, and to trust her- 
self, for what purpose she scarcely knew, to a stranger, from whom the in- 
stinctive purity of her mind would involuntarily have shrunk, under 
whatever circumstances she had met him. The letter which she had re- 
ceived from the hands of the angler had seemed to her inexperience to 
prove beyond a doubt that the bearer was the friend of her father, and 
authorized by him, if her duty and affection were stronger than her fears, 
to guide her to his retreat. The letter spoke vaguely of losses and misfor- 
tunes, and of a necessity for concealment on her father’s part, and secrecy 
on hers; and, to the credit of Ellen’s not very romantic understanding, it 
must be acknowledged that the mystery of the plot had nearly prevented 
its success. She did not, indeed, doubt that the letter was from her fath- 
er’s hand; for every line and stroke, and even many of its phrases, were 
familiar to her. Her apprehension was, that his misfortunes, of what na- 
ture soever they were, had affected his intellect, and that, under such an 
influence, he had commanded her to take a step which nothing less than 
such a command could justify. Ellen did not, however, remain long in this 
opinion; for when she reperused the letter, and considered the firm, regu- 
lar characters, and the style, — calm and cold, even in requesting such a 
sacrifice , — she felt that there was nothing like insanity here. In fine, she 
came gradually to the belief that there were strong reasons, though in- 
comprehensible by her, for the secrecy that her father had enjoined. 

Having arrived at this conviction, her decision lay plain before her. 
Her affection for Mr. Langton was not, indeed, — nor was it possible, — so 
strong as that she would have felt for a parent who had watched over her 
from her infancy. Neither was the conception she had unavoidably 
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formed of his character such as to promise that in him she would find an 
equivalent for all she must sacrifice. On the contrary, her gentle nature 
and loving heart, which otherwise would have rejoiced in a new object of 
affection, now shrank with something like dread from the idea of meeting 
her father, — stately, cold, and stern as she could not but imagine him. A 
sense of duty was therefore Ellen^s only support in resolving to tread the 
dark path that lay before her. 

Had there been any person of her own sex in whom Ellen felt confi- 
dence, there is little doubt that she would so far have disobeyed her fath- 
er’s letter as to communicate its contents, and take counsel as to her pro- 
ceedings. But Mrs. Melmoth was the only female — excepting, indeed, the 
maid-servant — to whom it was possible to make the communication; and, 
though Ellen at first thought of such a step, her timidity, and her knowl- 
edge of the lady’s character, did not permit her to venture upon it. She 
next reviewed her acquaintances of the other sex; and Dr. Melmoth first 
presented himself, as in every espect but one, an unexceptionable con- 
fidant. But the single exceptiou was equivalent to many. The maiden, 
with the highest opinion of the doctor’s learning and talents, had sufficient 
’ penetration to know, that, in the ways of the world, she was herself the 
better skilled of the two. For a moment she thought of Edward Walcott; 
but he was light and wild, and, which her delicacy made an insurmount- 
able objection, there was an untold love between them. Her thoughts fin- 
ally centred on Fanshawe. In his judgment, young and inexperienced 
though he was, she would have placed a firm trust; and his zeal, from 
whatever cause it arose, she could not doubt. 

If, in the short time allowed her for reflection, an opportunity had oc- 
curred for consulting him, she would, in all probability, have taken ad- 
vantage of it. But the terms on which they had parted the preceding even- 
ing had afforded him no reason to hope for her confidence; and he felt 
that there were others who had a better right to it than himself. He did 
not, therefore, throw himself in her way; and poor Ellen was consequent- 
ly left without an adviser. 

The determination that resulted from her own unassisted wisdom has 
been seen. When discovered by Dr. Melmoth at Hugh Crombie’s inn, she 
was wholly prepared for flight, and, but for the intervention of the storm, 
would, ere then, have been far away. 

The firmness of resolve that had impelled a timid maiden upon such a 
step was not likely to be broken by one defeat; and Ellen, accordingly, 
confident that the stranger would malce a second attempt, determined 
that no effort on her part should be wanting to its success. On reaching 
her chamber, therefore, instead of retiring to rest (of which, from her 
sleepless thoughts of the preceding night, she stood greatly in need) , she 
sat watching for the abatement of the storm. Her meditations were now 
calmer than at any time since her first meeting with the angler. She felt as 
if her fate was decided. The stain had fallen upon her reputation: she was 
no longer the same pure being in the opinion of those w^hose approbation 
she most valued. 
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One obstacle to her flight — and, to a woman’s mind, a most powerful 
one — ^had thus been removed. Dark and intricate as was the way, it was 
easier now to proceed than to pause; and her desperate and forlorn situa- 
tion gave her a strength which hitherto she had not felt. 

At every cessation in the torrent of rain that beat against the house, El- 
len flew to the window, expecting to see the stranger form beneatu it. But 
the clouds would again thicken, and the storm recommence with its for- 
mer violence; and she began to fear that the approach of morning would 
compel her to meet the now dreaded face of Dr. Melmoth. At length, how- 
ever, a strong and steady wind, supplying the place of the fitful gusts of 
the preceding part of the night, broke and scattered the clouds from the 
broad expanse of the sky. The moon, commencing her late voyage not 
long before the sun, was now visible, setting forth like a lonely ship from 
the dark line of the horizon, and touching at many a little silver cloud the 
islands of that aerial deep. Ellen felt that now the time was come; and, 
with a calmness wonderful to herself, she prepared for her final departure. 

She had not long to wait ere she saw, between the vacancies of the trees, 
the angler advancing along the shady avenue that led to the principal en- 
trance of Dr. Melmoth ’s dwelling. He had no need to summon her either 
by word or signal; for she had descended, emerged from the door, and 
jtood before h™, while he was yet at some distance from the house. 

“You have watched well,” he observed in a low, strange tone. “As saith 
the Scripture, ^Many daughters have done virtuously; but thou excellest 
them all.’ ” 

He took her arm; and they hastened down the avenue. Then, leaving 
Hugh Crombie’s inn on their right, they found its master in a spot so 
shaded that the moonbeams could not enlighten it. He held by the bridle 
two horses, one of which the angler assisted Ellen to mount. Then, turn- 
ing to the landlord he pressed a purse into his hand ; but Hugh drew back, 
and it fell to the ground. 

“Nol this would not have tempted me; nor will it reward me,” he said. 
“If you have gold to spare, there are some that need it more than I.” 

“I understand you, mine host. I shall take thought for them; and 
enough will remain for you and me,” replied his comrade. “I have seen 
the day when such a purse would not have slipped between your fingers. 
Well, be it so. And now, Hugh, my old friend, a shake of your hand; for 
we are seeing our last of each other.” 

“Pray Heaven it be so! though I wish you no ill,” said the landlord, 
giving his hand. 

He then seemed about to approach Ellen, who had been unable to dis- 
tinguish the words of this brief conversation; but his comrade prevented 
him. “There is no time to lose,” he observed. “The moon is growing pale 
already, and we should have been many a mile beyond the valley ere this.” 
He mounted as he spoke; and, guiding Ellen’s rein till they reached the 
road, they dashed away. 

It was now that she felt herself completely in his power; and with that 
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consciousness there came a sudden change of feeling, and an altered view 
of her conduct. A thousand reasons forced themselves upon her mind, 
seeming to prove that she had been deceived ; while the motives, so pow- 
erful with her but a moment before, had either vanished from her mem- 
ory or lost all their efficacy. Her companion, who gazed searchingly into 
her face, where the moonlight, coming down between the pines, allowed 
him to read its expression, probably discerned somewhat of the state of 
her thoughts. 

'‘Do you repent so soon?'’ he inquired. "We have a weary way before 
us. Faint not ere we have well entered upon it." 

"I have left dear friends behind me, and am going I know not whither," 
replied Ellen, tremblingly. 

"You have a faithful guide,' he observed, turning away his head, and 
speaking in the tone of one who endeavors to smother a laugh 

Ellen had no heart to contiraie the conversation; and they rode on in 
silence, and through a wild an 1 gloomy scene. The wind roared heavily 
through the forest, and the tret s shed their raindrops upon the travellers. 
The road, at all times, rough, was now broken into deep gullies, through 
which streams went murmurin^^ down to mingle with the river. The pale 
moonlight combined with the f ray of the morning to give a ghastly and 
unsubstantial appearance to every object. 

The difficulties of the road had been so much increased by the storm, 
that the purple eastern clouds gave notice of the near approach of the sun 
just as the travellers reached the little lonesome cottage which Ellen re^ 
membered to have visited several months before. On arriving opposite to 
it, her companion checked his horse, and gazed with a wild earnestness at 
the wretched habitation. Then, stifling a groan that would not altogether 
be repressed, he was about to pass on; but at that moment the cottage- 
door opened, and a woman, whose sour, unpleasant countenance Ellen 
recognized, came hastily forth. She seemed not to heed the travellers; but 
the angler, his voice thrilling and quivering with indescribable emotion, 
addressed her. 

"Woman, whither do you go?" he inquired. 

She started, but, after a momentary pause, replied, "There is one with- 
in at the point of death. She struggles fearfully; and I cannot endure to 
watch alone by her bedside. If you are Christians, come in with me." 

Ellen's companion leaped hastily from his horse, assisted her also to 
dismount, and followed the woman into the cottage, having first thrown 
the bridles of the horses carelessly over the branch of a tree. Ellen trem- 
bled at the awful scene she would be compelled to witness; but, when 
death was so near at hand, it was more terrible to stand alone in the dim 
morning light than even to watch the parting of soul and body. She there- 
fore entered the cottage. 

Her guide, his face muffled in his cloak, had taken his stand at a dis- 
tance from the death-bed, in a part of the room which neither the increas- 
ing daylight nor the dim rays of a solitary lamp had yet enlightened. At 
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Ellen’s entrance, the dying woman lay still, and apparently calm, except 
that a plaintive, half-articulate sound occasionally wandered through her 
lips. 

‘^Hushl For mercy’s sake, silence!” whispered the other woman to the 
strangers. “There is good hope now that she will die a peaceable death; 
but, if she is disturbed, the boldest of us will not dare to star i by her 
bedside.” 

The whisper by which her sister endeavored to preserve quiet perhaps 
reached the ears of the dying female; for she now raised herself in bed, 
slowly, but with a strength superior to what her situation promised. Her 
face was ghastly and wild, from long illness, approaching death, and dis- 
turbed intellect ; and a disembodied spirit could scarcely be a more fear- 
ful object than one whose soul was just struggling forth. Her sister, ap- 
proaching with the soft and stealing step appropriate to the chamber of 
sickness and death, attempted to replace the covering around her, and to 
compose her again upon the pillow. “Lie down and sleep, sister,” she said ; 
“and, when the day breaks, I will waken you. Methinks your breath 
comes freer already. A little more slumber, and to-morrow you will be 
well.” 

“My illness is gone: I am well,” said the dying woman, gasping for 
breath. “I wander where the fresh breeze comes sweetly over my face; 
but a close and stifled air has choked my lungs.” 

“Yet a little while, and you will no longer draw your breath in pain,” 
observed her sister, again replacing the bedclothes, which she continued 
to throw off. 

“My husband is with me,” murmured the widow. “He walks by my 
side, and speaks to me as in old times; but his words come faintly on my 
ear. Cheer me and comfort me, my husband; for there is a terror in those 
dim, motionless eyes, and in that shadowy voice.” 

As she spoke thus, she seemed to gaze upon some object that stood by 
her bedside; and the eyes of those who witnessed this scene could not but 
follow the direction of hers. They observed that the dying woman’s own 
shadow was marked upon the wall, receiving a tremulous motion from the 
fitful rays of the lamp, and from her own convulsive efforts. “My husband 
stands gazing on me,” she said again; “but my son, — ^where is he? And, as 
I askj the father turns away his face. Where is our son? For his sake, I 
have longed to come to this land of rest. For him I have sorrowed many 
years. Will he not comfort me now?” 

At these words the stranger made a few hasty steps towards the bed ; 
but, ere he reached it, he conquered the impulse that drew him thither, 
and, shrouding his face more deeply in his cloak, returned to his former 
position. The dying woman, in the mean time, had thrown herself back 
upon the bed; and her sobbing and wailing, imaginary as was their cause, 
were inexpressibly affecting. 

“Take me taxi to earth,” she said; “for its griefs have followed me 
hither.” 
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The stranger advanced, and, seizing the lamp, knelt down by the bed- 
side, throwing the light full upon his pale and convulsed features. 

Mother, here is your son! ’’ he exclaimed. 

At that unforgotten voice, the darkness burst away at once from her 
soul. She arose in bed, her eyes and her whole countenance beaming with 
joy, and threw her arms about his neck. A multitude of words seemed 
struggling for utterance; but they gave place to a low moaning sound, and 
then to the silence of death. The one moment of happiness, that recom- 
pensed years of sorrow, had been her last. Her son laid the lifeless fotm 
upon the pillow, and gazed witli fixed eyes on his mother’s face. 

As he looked, the expressioa of enthusiastic joy that parting life had 
left upon the features faded gradually away; and the countenance, though 
no longer wild, assumed the sadness which it had worn through a long 
course of grief and pain. On bt holding this natural consequence of death, 
the thought, perhaps, occurred to him, that her soul, no longer dependent 
on the imperfect means of in ercourse possessed by mortals, had com- 
muned with his own, and bee >me acquainted with all its guilt and mis- 
ery. He started from the bedside, and covered his face with his hands, as 
if to hide it from those dead eyt-s. 

Such a scene as has been described could not but have a powerful ef- 
fect upon any one who retained aught of humanity; and the grief of the 
son, whose natural feelings had been blunted, but not destroyed, by an 
evil life, was much more violent than his outward demeanor would have 
expressed. But his deep repentance for the misery he had brought upon 
his parent did not produce in him a resolution to do wrong no more. The 
sudden consciousness of accumulated guilt made him desperate. He felt 
as if no one had thenceforth a claim to justice or compassion at his hands, 
when his neglect and cruelty had poisoned his mother’s life, and hastened 
her death. Thus it was that the Devil wrought with him to his own de- 
struction, reversing the salutary effect which his mother would have died 
exultingly to produce upon his mind. He now turned to Ellen Langton 
with a demeanor singularly calm and composed. 

‘We must resume our journey,” he said, in his usual tone of voice. 
“The sun is on the point of rising, though but little light finds its way into 
this hovel.” 

Ellen’s previous suspicions as to the character of her companion had 
now become certainty so far as to convince her that she was in the power 
of a lawless and guilty man; though what fate he intended for her she was 
unable to conjecture. An open opposition to his will, however, could not 
be ventured upon; especially as she discovered, on looking round the 
apartment, that, with the exception of the corpse, they were alone. 

“Will you not attend your mother’s funeral?” she asked, trembling, 
and conscious that he would discover her fears. 

“The dead must bury their dead,” he replied. “I have brought my 
mother to her grave, — and what can a son do more? This purse, however, 
will serve to lay her in the earth, and leave something for the old hag. 
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Whither is she gone?’’ interrupted he, casting a glance round the room in 
search of the old woman. “Nay, then, we must speedily to horse. I know 
her of old.” 

Thus saying, he threw the purse upon the table, and, without trusting 
himself to look again towards the dead, conducted Ellen out of the cot- 
tage. The first rays of the sun at that moment gilded the tallest trees of 
the forest. 

On looking towards the spot where the horses had stood, Ellen thought 
that Providence, in answer to her prayers, had taken care for her deliver- 
ance. They were no longer there, — ^a circumstance easily accounted for by 
the haste with which the bridles had been thrown over the branch of the 
tree. Her companion, however, imputed it to another cause. 

“The hag! She would sell her own flesh and blood by weight and meas- 
ure,” he muttered to himself. “This is some plot of hers, I know well.” 

He put his hand to his forehead for a moment’s space, seeming to re- 
flect on the course most advisable to be pursued. Ellen, perhaps unwisely, 
interposed. 

“Would it not be well to return?” she asked, timidly. “There is now no 
hope of escaping; but I might yet reach home undiscovered.” 

“'Return!” repeated her guide, with a look and smile from which she 
turned away her face. “Have you forgotten your father and his misfor- 
tunes? No, no, sweet Ellen: it is too late for such thoughts as these.” 

He took her hand, and led her towards the forest, in the rear of the cot- 
tage. She would fain have resisted; but they were all alone, and the at- 
tempt must have been both fruitless and dangerous. She therefore trod 
with him a path so devious, so faintly traced, and so overgrown with 
bushes and young trees, that only a most accurate acquaintance in his 
early days could have enabled her guide to retain it. To him, however, it 
seemed so perfectly familiar, that he was not once compelled to pause, 
though the numerous windings soon deprived Ellen of all knowledge of 
the situation of the cottage They descended a steep hill, and, proceeding 
parallel to the river, — as Ellen judged by its rushing sound, — at length 
found themselves at what proved to be the termination of their walk. 

Ellen now recollected a remark of Edward Walcott’s respecting the 
wild and rude scenery through which the river here kept its way; and, in 
less agitating circumstances, her pleasure and admiration would have 
been great. They stood beneath a precipice, so high that the loftiest pine^ 
tops (and many of them seemed to soar to heaven) scarcely surmounted 
it. This line of rock has a considerable extent, at unequal heights, and 
with many interruptions, along the course of the river ; and it seems prob- 
able that, at some former period, it was the boundary of the waters, 
though they are now confined within far less ambitious limits. The infer> 
ior portion of the crag, beneath which Ellen and her guide were standing, 
varies so far from the perpendicular as not to be inaccessible by a careful 
footstep. But only one person has been known to attempt the ascent of the 
superior half, and only one the descent; yet, steep as is the height, trees 
and bushes of various kinds have clung to the rock, wherever their roct/ 
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could gain Ihe slightest hold; thus seeming to prefer the scanty and dif- 
ficult nourishment of the cliff to a more luxurious life in the rich interval 
that extends from its base to the river. But, whether or no these hardy 
vegetables have voluntarily chosen their rude resting-place, the cliff is in- 
debted to them for much of the beauty that tempers its sublimity. When 
the eye is pained and wearied by the bold nakedness of the rock, it rests 
with pleasure on the cheerful foliage of the birch, or upon the darker 
green of the funereal pine. Just at the termination of the accessible por- 
tion of the crag, these trees are so numerous, and their foliage so dense, 
that they completely shroud from view a considerable excavation, formed, 
probably, hundreds of years sijice, by the fall of a portion of the rock. 
The detached fragment still lie^ at a little distance from the base, gray 
and moss-grown, but correspon ling, in its general outline, to the cavity 
from which it was rent. 

But the most singular and b ‘autiful object in all this scene is a tiny 
fount of crystal water, that gus les forth from the high, smocah forehead 
of the cliff. Its perpendicular dc'.cent is of many feet; after which it finds 
its way, with a sweet diminutive murmur, to the level ground. 

It is not easy to conceive w lence the barren rock procures even the 
small supply of water that is necessary to the existence of this stream; it 
is as unaccountable as the gush of gentle feeling which sometimes pro- 
ceeds from the hardest heart: but there it continues to flow and fall, un- 
diminished and unincreased. The stream is so slender, that the gentlest 
breeze suffices to disturb its descent, and to scatter its pure sweet waters 
over the face of the cliff. But in that deep forest there is seldom a breath 
of wind; so that, plashing continually upon one spot, the fount has worn 
its own little channel of white sand, by w^hich it finds its way to the river, 
Alas that the Naiades have lost their old authority! for what a deity of 
tiny loveliness must once have presided here! 

Ellen’s companion paused not to gaze either upon the loveliness or the 
sublimity of this scene, but, assisting her where it was requisite, began the 
steep and difficult ascent of t he lower part of the cliff. The maiden’s in- 
genuity in vain endeavored to assign reasons for this movement; but 
when they reached the tuft of trees, which, as has been noticed, grew at 
the ultimate point where mortal footstep might safely tread, she perceived 
through their thick branches the recess in the rock. Here they entered ; 
and her guide pointed to a mossy seat, in the formation of which, to judge 
from its regularity, art had probably a share. 

^‘Here you may remain in safety,” he observed, '‘till I obtain the means 
of proceeding. In this spot you need fear no intruder: but it will be dan- 
gerous to venture beyond its bounds.” 

The meaning glance that accompanied these words intimated to poor 
Ellen, that, in warning her against danger, he alluded to the vengeance 
with which he would visit any attempt to escape. To leave her thus alone, 
trusting to the influence of such a threat, was a bold, yet a necessary and 
by no means a hopeless measure. On Ellen it produced the desired effect ; 
and she sat in the cave as motionless, for a time, as if she had herself been 
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a part of the rock. In other circumstances this shady recess would have 
been a delightful retreat during the sultry warmth of a summer’s day. 
The dewy coolness of the rock kept the air always fresh and the sunbeams 
never thrust themselves so as to dissipate the mellow twilight through the 
green trees with which the chamber was curtained. Ellen’s sleeplessness 
and agitation for many preceding hours had perhaps deadened her feel- 
ings; for she now felt a sort of indifference creeping upon her, an inability 
to realize the evils of her situation, at the same time that she was perfect- 
ly aware of them all. This torpor of mind increased, till her eyelids began 
to grow heavy and the cave ard trees to swim before her sight. In a few 
moments more she would probably have been in dreamless slumber; but, 
rousing herself by a strong effort, she looked round the narrow limits of 
the cave in search of objects to excite her worn-out mind. 

She now perceived, wheiever the smooth rock afforded place for them, 
the initials, or the full-length names of former visitants of the cave. What 
wanderer on mountain-tops or in deep solitudes has not felt the influence 
of these records of humanity, telling him, when such a conviction is sooth- 
ing to his heart, that he is not alone in the world? It was singular, that, 
when her own mysterious situation had almost lost its power to engage her 
thoughts, Ellen perused these barren memorials with a certain degree oi 
interest. She went on repeating them aloud, and starting at the sound of 
her own voice, till at length, as one name passed through her lips, she 
paused, and then, leaning her forehead against the letters, burst into 
tears. It was the name of Edward Walcott; and it struck upon her heart, 
arousing her to a full sense of her present misfortunes and dangers, and, 
more painful still, of her past happiness. Her tears had, however, a sooth- 
ing, and at the same time a strengthening effect upon her mind ; for, when 
their gush was over, she raised her head, and began to meditate on the 
means of escape. She wondered at the species of fascination that had kept 
her, as if chained to the rock, so long, when there was, in reality, nothing 
to bar her pathway. She determined, late as it was, to attempt her own de- 
liverance, and for that purpose began slowly and cautiously to emerge 
from the cave. 

Peeping out from among the trees, she looked and listened with most 
painful anxiety to discover if any living thing were in that seeming soli- 
tude, or if any sound disturbed the heavy stillness. But she saw only Na- 
ture in her wildest forms, and heard only the plash and murmur (almost 
inaudible, because continual) of the little waterfall, and the quick, short 
throbbing of her own heart, against which she pressed her hand as if to 
hush it. Gathering courage, therefore, she began to descend; and, starting 
often at the loose stones that even her light footstep displaced and senV 
rattling down, she at length reached the base of the crag in safety. Sh( 
then made a few steps in the direction, as nearly as she could judge, b> 
which she arrived at the spot, but paused, with a sudden revulsion of the 
blood to her heart, as her guide emerged from behind a projecting part of 
the rock. He approached her deliberately, an ironical smile writhing his 
features into a most disagreeable expression; while in his eyes there was 
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someihing that seemed a wild, fierce joy. By a species of sophistry, of 
which oppressors often make use, he had brought himself to believe that 
he was now the injured one, and that Ellen, by her distrust of him, had 
fairly subjected herself to whatever evil it consisted with his will and 
power to inflict upon her. Her only restraining influence over him, the 
consciousness, in his own mind, that he possessed her confidence, was now 
done away. Ellen, as well as her enemy, felt that this was the case. She 
knew not what to dread; but she was well aware that danger was at hand, 
and that, in the deep wilderness, there was none to help her, except thaf 
Being with whose inscrutable purposes it might consist to allow the 
wicked to triumph for a season, and the innocent to be brought low. 

“Are you so soon weary of his quiet retreat?^’ demanded her guide, 
continuing to wear the same .^neering smile. “Or has your anxiety foi 
your father induced you to se forth alone in quest of the afflicted old 
man?” 

“Oh, if I were but with him! ' exclaimed Ellen. “But this place is lonely 
and fearful; and I cannot enduie to remain here.” 

“Lonely, is it, sweet Ellen?” he rejoined; “am I not with you? Yes, it 
is lonely, — lonely as guilt could wish. Cry aloud, Ellen, and spare not. 
Shriek, and see if there be any among these rocks and woods to hearken 
to you!” 

“There is, there is One,” exclaimed Ellen, shuddering, and affrighted 
at the fearful meaning of his countenance. “He is here! He is there! ” And 
she pointed to heaven, 

“It may be so, dearest,” he replied. “But if there be an Ear that hears, 
and an Eye that sees all the evil of the earth, yet the Arm is slow to 
avenge. Else why do I stand before you a living man?” 

“His vengeance may be delayed for a time, but not forever,” she an 
swered, gathering a desperate courage from the extremity of her fear. 

“You say true, lovely Ellen; and I have done enough, erenow, to insure 
its heaviest weight. There is a pass, when evil deeds can add nothing to 
guilt, nor good ones take anything from it.” 

“Think of your mother, — of her sorrow through life, and perhaps even 
after death,” Ellen began to say. But, as she spoke these words, the ex- 
pression of his face was changed, becoming suddenly so dark and fiend- 
like, that she clasped her hands, and fell on her knees before him. 

“I have thought of my mother,” he replied, speaking very low, and put- 
ting his face close to hers. “I remember the neglect, the wrong, the linger- 
ing and miserable death, that she received at my hands. By what claim 
can either man or woman henceforth expect mercy from me? If God will 
help you, be it so; but by those words you have turned my heart to stone.” 

At this period of their conversation, when Ellen’s peril seemed most im- 
minent, the attention of both was attracted by a fragment of rock, which, 
falling from the summit of the crag, struck very near them. Ellen starteq 
from her knees, and, with her false guide, gazed eagerly upward,— he iq 
the fear of interruption, she in the hope of deliverance. 
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CHAPTER IX 

“At length, he cries, behold the fated spring! 

Yon rugged cliff conceals the fountain blest, 

Dark rocks its crystal source o’ershadowing.” 

Psyche. 

The tale now returns to Fanshawe, who, as will be recollected, after be^ 
ing overtaken by Edward Walcott, was left with little apparent prospect 
of aiding in the deliverance of Ellen Langton. 

It would be difficult to analyze the feelings with which the student pur- 
sued the chase, or to decide whether he was influenced and animated by 
the same hopes of successful love that cheered his rival. That he was con- 
scious of such hopes, there is little reason to suppose; for the most pow- 
erful minds are not always the best acquainted with their own feelings, 
Had Fanshawe, moreover, acknowledged to himself the possibility oi 
gaining Ellen’s affections, his generosity would have induced him to re- 
frain from her society before it was too late. He had read her character 
with accuracy, and had seen how fit she was to love, and to be loved, by a 
man who could find his happiness in the common occupations of the 
world; and Fanshawe never deceived himself so far as to suppose that this 
would be the case with him. Indeed, he often wondered at the passion 
with which Ellen’s simple loveliness of mind and person had inspired him, 
and which seemed to be founded on the principle of contrariety, rather 
than of sympathy. It was the yearning of a soul, formed by Nature in a 
peculiar mould, for communion with those to whom it bore a resemblance, 
yet of whom it was not. But there was no reason to suppose that Ellen, 
who differed from the multitude only as being purer and better, would 
cast away her affections on the one, of all who surrounded her, least fitted 
to make her happy. Thus Fanshawe reasoned with himself, and of this he 
believed that he was convinced. Yet ever and anon he found himself in- 
volved in a dream of bliss, of which Ellen was to be the giver and the 
sharer. Then would he rouse himself, and press upon his mind the chilling 
consciousness that it was and could be but a dream. There was also an- 
other feeling, apparently discordant with those which have been enumer- 
ated. It was a longing for rest, for his old retirement, that came at inter- 
vals so powerfully upon him, as he rode on, that his heart sickened of the 
active exertion on which fate had thrust him. 

After being overtaken by Edward Walcott, Fanshawe continued his 
journey with as much speed as was attainable by his wearied horse, but at 
a pace infinitely too slow for his earnest thoughts. These had carried him 
far away, leaving him only such a consciousness of his present situation 
as to make diligent use of the spur, when a horse’s tread at no great dis- 
tance struck upon his ear. He looked forward and behind ; but, though a 
considerable extent of the narrow, rocky, and grass-grown road was vis- 
ible, he was the only traveller there. Yet again he heard the sound, which, 
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he now discovered, proceeded from among the trees that lined the road- 
side. Alighting, he entered the forest, with the intention, if the steed 
proved to be disengaged, and superior to his own, of appropriating him to 
his own use. He soon gained a view of the object he sought ; but the animal 
rendered a closer acquaintance unattainable, by immediately taking to 
his heels. Fanshawe had, however, made a most interesting discovery; for 
the horse was accoutred with a side-saddle; and who but Ellen Langton 
could have been his rider? At this conclusion, though his perplexity was 
thereby in no degree diminished, the student immediately arrived. Re- 
turning to the road, and perceiving on the summit of the hill a cottage, 
which he recognized as the on( he had entered with Ellen and Edward 
Walcott, he determined there t ) make inquiry respecting the objects of 
his pursuit. 

On reaching the door of the poverty-stricken dwelling, he saw that it 
was not now so desolate of inm ites as on his previous visit. In the single 
inhabitable apartment were sev< ral elderly women, clad evidently in their 
well-worn and well-saved Sundry clothes, and all wearing a deep grievous 
expression of countenance. Fan hawe was not long in deciding that death 
was within the cottage, and tha these aged females were of the class who 
love the house of mourning, because to them it is a house of feasting. It is 
a fact, disgusting and lamentable, that the disposition which Heaven, for 
the best of purposes, has implanted in the female breast — to watch by the 
sick and comfort the afflicted — frequently becomes depraved into an 
odious love of scenes of pain and death and sorrow. Such women are like 
the Ghouls of the Arabian Tales, w^hose feasting was among tombstones 
and upon dead carcasses. 

(It is sometimes, though less frequently, the case, that this disposition 
to make a ‘^joy of grief’’ extends to individuals of the other sex. But in us 
it is even less excusable and more disgusting, because it is our nature to 
shun the sick and afflicted; and, unless restrained by principles other than 
we bring into the world with us, men might follow the example of many 
animals in destroying the infirm of their own species. Indeed, instances of 
this nature might be adduced among savage nations.) Sometimes, how- 
ever, from an original lusus naturx, or from the influence of circum- 
stances, a man becomes a haunter of death-beds, a tormentor of afflicted 
hearts, and a follower of funerals. Such an abomination now appeared be- 
fore Fanshawe, and beckoned him into the cottage. He was considerably 
beyond the middle age, rather corpulent, with a broad, fat, tallow-com- 
plexioned countenance. The student obeyed his silent call, and entered 
the room, through the open door of which he had been gazing. 

He now beheld, stretched out upon the bed where she had so lately lain 
in life, though dying, the yet uncoffined corpse of the aged woman, whose 
death has been described. How frightful it seemed! — that fixed coun- 
tenance of ashy paleness, amid its decorations of muslin and fine linen, as 
if a bride were decked for the marriage-chamber, as if death were a bride- 
groom, and the coffin a bridal bed. Alas that the vanity of dress should ex- 
tend even to the grave! 
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The female who, as being the near and only relative of the deceased, 
was supposed to stand in need of comfort, was surrounded by five or six of 
her own sex. These continually poured into her ear the stale, trite maxims 
which, where consolation is actually required, add torture insupportable 
to the wounded heart. Their present object, however, conducted herself 
with all due decorum, holding her handkerchief to her tearless eyes, and 
answering with very grievous groans to the words of her comforters. Who 
could have imagined that there was joy in her heart, because, since her 
sister’s death, there was but one remaining obstacle between herself and 
the sole property of that wretched cottage? 

While Fanshawe stood silently observing this scene, a low, monotonous 
voice was uttering some words in his ear, of the meaning of which his 
mind did not immediately take note. He turned, and saw that the speaker 
was the person who had invited him to enter. 

‘What is your pleasure with me, sir?” demanded the student. 

“I make bold to ask,” replied the man, “whether you would choose to 
partake of some creature comfort, before joining in prayer with the fam- 
ily and friends of our deceased sister?” As he spoke, he pointed to a table, 
on which was a moderate-sized stone jug and two or three broken glasses ; 
for then, as now, there were few occasions of joy or grief on which ardent 
spirits were not considered indispensable, to heighten the one or to al- 
leviate the other. 

“I stand in no need of refreshment,” answered Fanshawe; “and it is 
not my intention to pray at present.” 

“I pray your pardon, reverend sir,” rejoined the other; “but your face 
is pale, and you look wearied. A drop from yonder vessel is needful to re- 
cruit the outward man. And for the prayer, the sisters will expect it; and 
their souls are longing for the outpouring of the Spirit, I was intending to 
open my own mouth with such words as are given to my poor ignorance, 
but”— 

Fanshawe was here about to interrupt this address, which proceeded on 
the supposition, arising from his black dress and thoughtful countenance, 
that he was a clergyman. But one of the females now approached him, 
and intimated that the sister of the deceased was desirous of the benefit of 
his conversation. He would have returned a negative to this request, but, 
looking towards the afflicted woman, he saw her withdraw her handker- 
chief from her eyes, and cast a brief but penetrating and most intelligent 
glance upon him. He immediately expressed his readiness to offer such 
consolation as might be in his power. 

“And in the mean time,” observed the lay-preacher, “I will give the sis- 
ters to expect a word of prayer and exhortation, either from you or from 
myself.” 

These words were lost upon the supposed clergyman, who was already 
at the side of the mourner. The females withdrew out of ear-shot to give 
place to a more legitimate comforter than themselves. 

“What know you respecting my purpose?” inquired Fanshawe. bend- 
ing towards her. 
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The woman gave a groan — the usual result of all efforts at consolation 
— for the edification of the company, and then replied in a whisper, which 
reached only the ear for which it was intended. know whom you come 
to seek: I can direct you to them. Speak low, for God’s sake! ” she contin- 
ued, observing that Fanshawe was about to utter an exclamation. She 
then resumed her groans with greater zeal than before. 

“Where — where are they?’’ asked the student, in a whisper which all 
his efforts could scarcely keep below his breath. “I adjure you to tell me.” 

“And, if I should, how am I like to be bettered by it?” inquired the old 
woman, her speech still preceded and followed by a groan. 

“O God! The auri sacra fanif's/” thought P'anshawe with a sickening 
heart, looking at the motionless corpse upon the bed, and then at the 
wretched being, whom the cour-^e of nature, in comparative!}^ a moment 
of time, would reduce to the sam<^ condition. 

He whispered again, howevei , putting his purse into the hag’s hand. 
“Take this. Make your own terms when they are discovered. Only tell me 
where I must seek them — and sp ^edily, or it may be too late.” 

“I am a poor woman, and am afflicted,” said she, taking the purse, un- 
seen by any who were in the room, “It is little that worldly goods can do 
for me, and not long can I enjo\' them.” And here she was delivered of a 
louder and a more heartfelt groan than ever. She then continued: “Follow 
the path behind the cottage, that leads to the river-side. Walk along the 
foot of the rock, and search for them near the water-spout. Keep a slow 
pace till you are out of sight,” she added, as the student started to his 
feet. 

The guests of the cottage did not attempt to oppose Fansh awe’s prog- 
ress, when they saw him take the path towards the forest, imagining, 
probably, that he was retiring for the purpose of secret prayer. But the 
old woman laughed behind the handkerchief with which she veiled her 
face. 

“Take heed to your steps, boy,” she muttered; “for they are leading 
you whence you will not return. Death, too, for the slayer. Be it so.” 

Fanshawe, in the mean while, contrived to discover, and for a while to 
retain, the narrow and winding path that led to the river-side. But it was 
originally no more than a track, by which the cattle belonging to the cot- 
tage went down to their watering-place, and by these four-footed pas- 
sengers it had long been deserted. The fern-bushes, therefore, had grown 
over it; and in several places trees of considerable size had shot up in the 
midst. These difficulties could scarcely have been surmounted by the ut- 
most caution; and as Fanshawe’s thoughts were too deeply fixed upon the 
end to pay a due regard to the means, he soon became desperately be- 
wildered both as to the locality of the river and of the cottage. Had he 
known, however, in which direction to seek the latter, he would not, prob- 
ably, have turned back; not that he was infected by any chivalrous desire 
to finish the adventure alone, but because he would expect little assis- 
tance from those he had left there. Yet he could not but wonder — though 
he had not in his first eagerness taken notice of it — at the anxiety of the 
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old woman that he should proceed singly, and without the knowledge of 
her guests, on the search. He nevertheless continued to wander on, — 
pausing often to listen for the rush of the river, and then starting forward 
with fresh rapidity, to rid himself of the sting of his own thoughts, which 
became painfully intense when undisturbed by bodily motion. His way 
was now frequently interrupted by rocks, that thrust their huge gray 
heads from the ground, compelling him to turn aside, and thus depriving 
him, fortunately, perhaps, of all remaining idea of the direction he had 
intended to pursue. 

Thus he went on, his head turned back, and taking little heed to his 
footsteps, when, perceiving that he trod upon a smooth, level rock, he 
looked forward, and found himself almost on the utmost verge of a 
precipice. 

After the throbbing of the heart that followed this narrow escape had 
subsided, he stood gazing down where the sunbeams slept so pleasantly at 
the roots of the tall old trees, with whose highest tops he was upon a level. 
Suddenly he seemed to hear voices — one well-remembered voice — 
ascending from beneath; and, approaching to the edge of the cliff, he saw 
at its base the two whom he sought. 

He saw and interpreted Ellen’s look and attitude of entreaty, though 
the words with which she sought to soften the ruthless heart of her guide 
became inaudible ere they reached the height where Fanshawe stood. He 
felt that Heaven had sent him thither, at the moment of her utmost need, 
to be the preserver of all that was dear to him; and he paused only to 
consider the mode in which her deliverance was to be effected. Life he 
would have laid down willingly, exultingly: his only care was, that the 
sacrifice should not be in vain. 

At length, when Ellen fell upon her knees, he lifted a small fragment of 
rock, and threw it down the cliff. It struck so near the pair, that it im- 
mediately drew the attention of both. 

When the betrayer, at the instant in which he had almost defied the 
power of the Omnipotent to bring help to Ellen, became aware of Fan- 
shawe’s presence, his hardihood failed him for a time, and his knees 
actually tottered beneath him. There was something awful, to his appre- 
hension, in the slight form that stood so far above him, like a being from 
another sphere, looking down upon his wickedness. But his half-super- 
stitious dread endured only a moment’s space; and then, mustering the 
courage that in a thousand dangers had not deserted him, he prepared to 
revenge the intrusion by which Fanshawe had a second time interrupted 
his designs. 

‘‘By Heaven, I will cast him down at her feet!” he muttered through 
his closed teeth. “There shall be no form nor likeness of man left in him. 
Then let him rise up, if he is able, and defend her.” 

Thus resolving, and overlooking all hazard in his eager hatred and de- 
sire for vengeance, he began a desperate attempt to ascend the cliff. The 
space which only had hitherto been deemed accessible was quickly 
passed; and in a moment more he was half-way up the precipice, cling- 
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ing to trees, shrubs, and projecting portions of the rock, and escaping 
through hazards which seemed to menace inevitable destruction. 

Fanshawe, as he watched his upward progress, deemed that every step 
would be his last; but when he perceived that more than half, and appar- 
ently the most difficult part, of the ascent was surmounted, his opinion 
changed. His courage, however, did not fail him as the moment of need 
drew nigh. His spirits rose buoyantly; his limbs seemed to grow firm and 
strong ; and he stood on the edge of the precipice, prepared for the death- 
struggle which would follow the success of his enemy’s attempt. 

But that attempt was not su( cessful. When within a few feet of the 
summit, the adventurer grasped at a twig too slenderly rooted to sustain 
his weight. It gave way in his hand, and he fell backward down the preci- 
pice. His head struck against 1 le less perpendicular part the rock, 
whence the body rolled heavily ( own to the detached fragment, of which 
mention has heretofore been mace. There was no life left in him. With all 
the passions of hell alive in his heart, he had met the fate ^hat he in- 
tended for Fanshawe. 

The student paused not then t ) shudder at the sudden and awful over- 
throw of his enemy; for he saw that Ellen lay motionless at the foot of 
the cliff. She had indeed fainted it the moment she became aware of her 
deliverer’s presence; and no stronger proof could she have given of her 
firm reliance upon his protection 

Fanshawe was not deterred by the danger, of which he had just re- 
ceived so fearful an evidence, from attempting to descend to her assist- 
ance; and, whether owing to his advantage in lightness of frame, or to 
superior caution, he arrived safely at the base of the precipice. 

He lifted the motionless form of Ellen in his arms, and, resting her 
head against his shoulder, gazed on her cheek of lily paleness with a joy, a 
triumph, that rose almost to madness. It contained no mixture of hope; 
it had no reference to the future: it was the perfect bliss of a moment, — 
an insulated point of happiness. He bent over her, and pressed a kiss — 
the first, and he knew it would be the last — on her pale lips; then, bear- 
ing her to the fountain, he sprinkled its waters profusely over her face, 
neck, and bosom. She at length opened her eyes, slowly and heavily; but 
her mind was evidently wandering, till Fanshawe spoke. 

“Fear not, Ellen : you are safe,” he said. 

At the sound of his voice, her arm, which was thrown over his shoul- 
der, involuntarily tightened its embrace, telling him, by that mute mo- 
tion, with how firm a trust she confided in him. But, as a fuller sense of 
her situation returned, she raised herself to her feet, though still retain- 
ing the support of his arm. It was singular, that, although her insensibil- 
ity had commenced before the fall of her guicie, she turned away her 
eyes, as if instinctively, from the spot where the mangled body lay; nor 
did she inquire of Fanshawe the manner of her deliverance. 

“Let us begone from this place,” she said in faint, low accents, and 
with an inward shudder. 

They walked along the precipice, seeking some passage by which they 
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might gain its summit, and at length arrived at that by which Ellen and 
her guide had descended. Chance — for neither Ellen nor Fanshawe could 
have discovered the path — led them, after but little wandering, to the 
cottage. A messenger was sent forward to the town to inform Dr. Mel- 
moth of the recovery of his ward; and the intelligence thus received had 
interrupted Edward Walcott conversation with the seaman. 

It would have been impossible, in the mangled remains of Ellen^s 
guide, to discover the son of the Widow Butler, except from the evidence 
of her sister, who became, by his death, the sole inheritrix of the cottage. 
The history of this evil and unfortunate man must be comprised within 
very narrow limits. A harsh father, and his own untamable disposition, 
had driven him from home in his boyhood; and chance had made him the 
tempoiary companion of Hugh Crombie. After two years of wandering, 
when in a foreign country and in circumstances of utmost need, he at- 
tracted the notice of Mr. Langton. The merchant took his young country- 
man under his protection, afforded him advantages of education, and, as 
his capacity was above mediocrity, gradually trusted him in many affairs 
of importance. During this period, there was no evidence of dishonesty on 
his part. On the contrary, he manifested a zeal for Mr. Langton’s inter- 
est, and a respect for his person, that proved his strong sense of the bene- 
fits he had received. But he unfortunately fell into certain youthful indis- 
cretions, which, if not entirely pardonable, might have been palliated by 
many considerations that would have occurred to a merciful man. Mr. 
Langton^s justice, however, was seldom tempered by mercy; and, on this 
occasion, he shut the door of repentance against his erring proUge, and 
left him in a situation not less desperate than that from which he had re- 
lieved him. The goodness and the nobleness, of which his heart was not 
destitute, turned, from that time, wholly to evil; and he became irrecov- 
erably ruined and irreclaimably depraved. His wandering life had led 
him, shortly before the period of this tale, to his native country. Here the 
erroneous intelligence of Mr. Langton’s death had reached him, and sug- 
gested the scheme, which circumstances seemed to render practicable, but 
the fatal termination of which has been related. 

The body was buried where it had fallen, close by the huge, gray, moss- 
grown fragment of rock, — a monument on which centuries can work lit- 
tle change. The eighty years that have elapsed since the death of the 
widow’s son have, however, been sufficient to obliterate an inscription, 
which sc»ne one was at the pains to cut in the smooth surface of the stone. 
Traces of letters are still discernible; but the writer’s many efforts could 
never discover a connected meaning. The grave, also, is overgrown with 
fern-bushes, and sunk to a level with the surrounding soil. But the legend, 
though my version of it may be forgotten, will long be traditionary in that 
lonely spot, and give to the rock and the precipice and the fountain an 
interest thrilling to the bosom of the romantic wanderer. 
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CHAPTER X 

“Sitting then in shelter shady, 

To observe and mark his mone 
Suddenly I saw a lady 
Hasting to him all alone, 

Clad in maiden-white and green, 

Whom I judged the Forest Queen/’ 

The Woodman’s Bear. 

During several weeks succeed ng her danger and deliverance, Ellen 
Langton was confined to her chamber by illness, resulting from the agita- 
tion she had endured. Her father embraced the earliest opportunity to ex- 
press his deep gratitude to Fans lawe for the inestimable ser\'ice he had 
rendered, and to intimate a desin to requite it to the utmost of his pover. 
He had understood that the stude nt’s circumstances were not prosperous, 
and, with the feeling of one wh > was habituated to give and receive a 
quid pro quo^ he would have rejoiced to share his abundance with the 
deliverer of his daughter. But Fanshawe’s flushed brow and haughty eye, 
when he perceived the thought that was stirring in Mr. Langton^s mind, 
sufficiently proved to the discerning merchant that money was not, in the 
present instance, a circulating medium. His penetration, in fact, very 
soon informed him of the motives by which the young man had been 
actuated in risking his life for Ellen Langton ; but he made no allusion to 
the subject, concealing his intentions, if any he had, in his own bosom. 

During Ellen’s illness, Edward Walcott had manifested the deepest 
anxiety respecting her: he had wandered around and within the house, 
like a restless ghost, informing himself of the slightest fluctuation in her 
health, and thereby graduating his happiness or misery. He was at length 
informed that her convalescence had so far progressed, that, on the suc- 
ceeding day, she would venture below. From that time Edward’s visits to 
Dr. Melmoth’s mansion were relinquished. His cheek grew pale and his 
eye lost its merry light; but he resolutely kept himself a banished man. 
Multifarious were the conjectures to which this course of conduct gave 
rise; but Ellen understood and approved his motives. The maiden must 
have been far more blind than ever woman was in such a matter, if the 
late events had not convinced her of Fanshawe’s devoted attachment; 
and she saw that Edward Walcott, feeling the superior, the irresistible 
strength of his rival’s claim, had retired from the field. Fanshawe, how- 
ever, discovered no intention to pursue his advantage. He paid her no 
voluntary visit, and even declined an invitation to fea, with which IMrs. 
Melmoth, after extensive preparations, had favored him. He seemed to 
have resumed all the habits of seclusion by which he was distinguished 
previous to his acquaintance with Ellen, except that he still took his sun- 
set walk on the banks of the stream. 
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On one of these occasions, he stayed his footsteps by the old leadess 
oak which had witnessed Ellen's first meeting with the angler. Here he 
mused upon the circumstances that had resulted from that event, and 
upon the rights and privileges (for he was well aware of them all) which 
those circumstances had given him. Perhaps the loveliness of the scene 
and the recollections connected with it, perhaps the warm and mellow 
sunset, perhaps a temporary wealmess in himself, had softened his feel- 
ings, and shaken the firmness of his resolution, to leave Ellen to be happy 
with his rival. His strong affections rose up against his reason, whispering 
that bliss — on earth and in heaven, through time and eternity — might yet 
be his lot with her. It is impossible to conceive of the flood of momentary 
joy which the bare admission of such a possibility sent through his 
frame; and, just when the tide was highest in his heart, a soft little hand 
was laid upon his own, and, starting, he beheld Ellen at his side. 

Her illness, since the commencement of which Fanshawe had not seen 
her, had wrought a considerable, but not a disadvantageous, change in 
her appearance. She was paler and thinner; her countenance was more 
intellectual, more spiritual; and a spirit did the student almost deem her, 
appearing so suddenly in that solitude. There was a quick vibration of the 
delicate blood in her cheek, yet never brightening to the glow of perfect 
health; a tear was glittering on each of her long, dark eyelashes; and 
there was a gentle tremor through all her frame, which compelled her, 
for a little space, to support herself against the oak. Fanshawe's first im- 
pulse was to address her in words of rapturous delight; but he checked 
himself, and attempted — vainly indeed — to clothe his voice in tones of 
calm courtesy. His remark merely expressed pleasure at her restoration 
to health; and Ellen’s low and indistinct reply had as little relation to 
the feelings that agitated her. 

“Yet I fear,” continued Fanshawe, recovering a degree of composure, 
and desirous of assigning a motive (which he felt was not the true one) 
for Ellen’s agitation, — “I fear that your walk has extended too far for 
your strength.” 

“It would have borne me farther with such a motive,” she replied, still 
trembling, — “to express my gratitude to my preserver.” 

“It was needless, Ellen, it was needless; for the deed brought with it 
its own reward,” exclaimed Fanshawe, with a vehemence that he could 
not repress. “It was dangerous, for” — 

Here he interrupted himself, and turned his face away. 

“And wherefore was it dangerous?” inquired Ellen, laying her hand 
gently on his arm ; for he seemed about to leave her. 

“Because you have a tender and generous heart, and I a weak one,” he 
replied. 

“Not so,” answered she, with animation. “Yours is a heart full of 
strength and nobleness; and if it have a weakness” — 

“You know well that it has, Ellen, — one that has swallowed up all its 
strength,” said Fanshawe. “Was it wise, then, to tempt it thus, when, il it 
yield, the result must be your own misery?” 



FANSHAWE 


/9 


Ellen did not affect to misunderstand his meaning. On the contrary 
with a noble frankness, she answered to what was implied rather than 
expressed. 

“Do me not this wrong, ’’ she said, blushing, yet earnestly. “Can it be 
misery? Will it not be happiness to form the tie that shall connect you to 
the world? to be your guide — a humble one, it is true, but the one of your 
choice — to the quiet paths from which your proud and lonely thoughts 
have estranged you? Oh, I know that there will be happiness in such a 
lot, from these and a thousand other sources! 

The animation with which Ellen spoke, and, at the same time, a sense 
of the singular course to which ht*r gratitude had impelled her, caused her 
beauty to grow brighter and mon enchanting with every word. And when, 
as she concluded, she extended her hand to Fanshawe, to refuse it was like 
turning from an angel, who wouk have guided him to heaven. Hut, had he 
been capable of making the woman he loved a sacrifice to her own gen- 
erosity, that act would have rendered him unworthy of her. Yet the 
struggle was a severe one ere he c^ >uld reply. 

“You have spoken generously and nobly, Ellen, he said. “I have no 
way to prove that I deserve you' generosity, but by refusing to take ad- 
vantage of it. Even if your heart were yet untouched, if no being more 
happily constituted than myself had made an impression there, even then, 
I trust, a selfish passion would not be stronger than my integrity. But 
now” — He would have proceeded; but the firmness which had hitherto 
sustained him gave way. He turned aside to hide the tears which all the 
pride of his nature could not restrain, and which, instead of relieving, 
added to his anguish. At length he resumed, “No, Ellen, we must part 
now and forever. Your life will be long and happy. Mine will be short, 
but not altogether wretched, nor shorter than if we had never met. When 
you hear that I am in my grave, do not imagine that you have hastened 
me thither. Think that you scattered bright dreams around my pathway, 
— an ideal happiness, that you would have sacrificed your own to realize.” 

He ceased; and Ellen felt that his determination was unalterable. She 
could not speak; but, taking his hand, she pressed it to her lips, and they 
saw each other no more. Mr. Langton and his daughter shortly after re- 
turned to the seaport, which, for several succeeding years, was their 
residence. 

After Ellen’s departure, Fanshawe returned to his studies with the 
same absorbing ardor that had formerly characterized him. His face was 
as seldom seen among the young and gay; the pure breeze and the blessed 
sunshine as seldom refreshed his pale and weary brow; and his lamp 
burned as constantly from the first shade of evening till the gray morning 
light began to dim its beams. Nor did he, as weak men will, treasure up 
his love in a hidden chamber of his breast. He was in reality the thought- 
ful and earnest student that he seemed. He had exerted the whole might 
of his spirit over itself, and he was a conqueror. Perhaps, indeed, a sum- 
mer breeze of sad and gentle thoughts would sometimes visit him; but, ir 
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these brief memories of his love, he did not wish that it should be revived, 
or mourn over its event. 

There were many who felt an interest in Fanshawe; but the influence 
of none could prevail upon him to lay aside the habits, mental and phys- 
ical, by which he was bringing himself to the grave. His passage thither 
was consequently rapid, terminating just as he reached his t^jntieth 
year. His fellow-students erected to his memory a monument of rough- 
hewn granite, with a white marble slab for the inscription. This was bor- 
rowed from the grave of Nathanael Mather, whom, in his almost insane 
eagerness for knowledge, and in his early death, Fanshawe resembled. 

THE ASHES OF A HARD STUDENT 
AND A GOOD SCHOLAR. 

Many tears were shed over his grave; but the thoughtful and the wise, 
though turf never covered a nobler heart, could not lament that it was so 
soon at rest. He left a world for which he was unlit; and we trust, that, 
among the innumerable stars of heaven, there is one where he has found 
happiness. 

Of the other personages of this tale, — ^Hugh Crombie, being exposed to 
no strong temptations, lived and died an honest man. Concerning Dr. 
Melmoth it is unnecessary here to speak. The reader, if he have any 
curiosity upon the subject, is referred to his Life, which, together with 
several sermons and other productions of the doctor, was published by his 
successor in the presidency of Harley College, about the year 1768. 

It was not till four years after Fanshawe^s death, that Edward Walcott 
was united to Ellen Langton. Their future lives were uncommonly happy. 
Ellen^s gentle, almost imperceptible, but powerful influence drew her 
husband away from the passions and pursuits that would have Interfered 
with domestic felicity; and he never regretted the worldly distinction of 
which she thus deprived him. Theirs was a long life of calm and quiet 
bliss; and what matters it, that, except in these pages, they have left no 
name behind them? 



THE SCARLET LETTER 




Preface to the Second Edition 


Much to the author’s surprise, and (if he may say so without additional 
offence) considerably to his amu^^ement, he finds that his sketch of offi- 
cial life, introductory to The Scarlet Letter, has created an unpre- 
cedented excitement in the respectable community immediately around 
him. It could hardly have been m )re violent, indeed, had he burned down 
the Custom House, and quenched its last smoking ember in the blood of a 
certain venerable personage, aga nst whom he is supposed to cherish a 
peculiar malevolence. As the public disapprobation would weigh very 
heavily on him, were he conscious of deserving it, the author begs leave 
to say that he has carefully read ^ver the introductory pages, with a pur- 
pose to alter or expunge whatever might be found amiss, and to make the 
best reparation in his power fo- the atrocities of which he has been 
adjudged guilty. But it appears t(- him, that the only remarkable features 
of the sketch are its frank and genuine good-humor, and the general 
accuracy with which he has conveyed his sincere impressions of the char- 
acters therein described. As to enmity, or ill-feeling of any kind, personal 
or political, he utterly disclaims such motives. The sketch might, perhaps, 
have been wholly omitted, without loss to the public, or detriment to the 
book; but, having undertaken to write it, he conceives that it could not 
have been done in a better or a kindlier spirit, nor, so far as his abilities 
availed, with a livelier effect of truth. 

The author is constrained, therefore, to republish his introductory 
sketch without the change of a word. 

Salem, March 30, 1850. 
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The Custom House 

INTRODUCTORY TO “THE SCARLET LETTER” 

It is a little remarkable, that — hough disinclined to talk overmuch of 
myself and my affairs at the fireside, and to my personal friends — an 
autobiographical impulse should twice in my life have taken possession 
of me, in addressing the public. The first time was three or four years 
since, when I favored the reader- -inexcusably, and for no earthly reason, 
that either the indulgent reader < )r the intrusive author could imagine — 
with a description of my way <»f life in the deep quietude of an Old 
Manse. And now — because, beyond my deserts, I was happy enough to 
find a listener or two on the former occasion — I again seize the public hy 
the button, and talk of my three years’ experience in a Cus om House. 
The example of the famous “P. P., Clerk of this Parish,” was never more 
faithfully followed. The truth seems to be,^ however, that, when he casts 
his leaves forth upon the wind, the author addresses, not the many who 
will fling aside his volume, or never take it up, but the few who will un- 
derstand him, better than most of his schoolmates or lifemates. Some 
authors, indeed, do far more than this, and indulge themselves in such 
confidential depths of revelation as could fittingly be addressed, only and 
exclusively, to the one heart and mind of perfect sympathy; as if the 
printed book, thrown at large on the wide world, were certain to find out 
the divided segment of the writer’s own nature, and complete his circle of 
existence by bringing him into communion with it. It is scarcely decor- 
ous, however, to speak all, even where we speak impersonally. But, as 
thoughts are frozen and utterance benumbed, unless the speaker stand in 
some true relation with his audience, it may be pardonable to imagine 
that a friend, a kind and apprehensive, though not the closest friend, is 
listening to our talk; and then, a native reserve being thawed by this 
genial consciousness, we may prate of the circumstances that lie around 
us, and even of ourself, but still keep the inmost Me behind its veil. To 
this extent, and within these limits, an author, methinks, may be autobi- 
ographical, without violating either the reader’s rights or his own. 

It will be seen likewise, that this Custom House sketch has a certain 
propriety, of a kind always recognized in literature, as explaining how a 
large portion of the following pages came into my possession, and as 
offering proofs of the authenticity of a narrative therein contained. This,, 
in fact, — a desire to put myself in my true position as editor, or very little 
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more, of the most prolix among the tales that make up my volume, — this, 
and no other is my true reason for assuming a personal relation with the 
public. In accomplishing the main purpose, it has appeared allowable, by 
a few extra touches, to give a faint representation of a mode of life not 
heretofore described, together with some of the characters that move in it, 
Among whom the author happened to make one. 

In my native town of Salem, at the head of what, half a century ago, in 
the days of old King Derby, was a bustling wharf, — but which is now 
burdened with decayed wooden warehouses, and exhibits few or no symp- 
toms of commercial life; except, perhaps, a bark or brig, half-way down 
its melancholy length, discharging hides; or, nearer at hand, a Nova 
Scotia schooner, pitching out her cargo of firewood, — at the head, I say, 
of this dilapidated wharf, which the tide often overflows, and along 
wmich, at the base and in the rear of the row of buildings, the track of 
many languid years is seen in a border of unthrifty grass, — here, with a 
view from its front windows adown this not very enlivening prospect, and 
thence across the harbor, stands a spacious edifice of brick. From the 
loftiest point of its roof, during precisely three and a half hours of each 
forenoon, floats or droops, in breeze or calm, the banner of the republic ; 
but with the thirteen stripes turned vertically, instead of horizontally, 
and thus indicating that a civil, and not a military post of Uncle Sam’s 
government is here established. Its front is ornamented with a portico of 
half a dozen wooden pillars, supporting a balcony, beneath which a flight 
of wide granite steps descends towards the street. Over the entrance hov- 
ers an enormous specimen of the American eagle, with outspread wings, a 
shield before her breast, and, if I recollect aright, a bunch of intermingled 
thunderbolts and barbed arrows in each claw. With the customary infirm- 
ity of temper that characterizes this unhappy fowl, she appears, by the 
fierceness of her beak and eye, and the general truculency of her attitude, 
to threaten mischief to the inoffensive community; and especially to warn 
all citizens, careful of their safety, against intruding on the premises 
which she overshadows with her wings. Nevertheless, vixenly as she 
looks, many people are seeking, at this very moment, to shelter them- 
selves under the wing of the federal eagle; imagining, I presume, that her 
bosom has all the softness and snugness of an eider-down pillow. But she 
has no great tenderness, even in her best of moods, and, sooner or later, — 
oftener soon than late, — is apt to fling off her nestlings, with a scratch of 
her claw, a dab of her beak, or a rankling wound from her barbed arrows. 

The pavement round about the above-described edifice — which we 
may as well name at once as the Custom House of the port — has grass 
enough growing in its chinks to show that it has not, of late days, been 
worn by any multitudinous resort of business. In some months of the 
year, however, there often chances a forenoon when affairs move onward 
ivith a livelier tread. Such occasions might remind the elderly citizen of 
that period before the last war with England, when Salem was a port by 
itself; not scorned, as .she is now, by her own merchants and ship-owners, 
who permit her wharves to crumble to ruin, while their ventures go to 
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swell, needlessly and imp)ercept*bly, the mighty flood of commerce at 
New York or Boston. On some such morning, when three or four vessels 
happen to have arrived at once, — usually from Africa or South America, 
— or to be on the verge of their departure thitherward, there is a sound of 
frequent feet, passing briskly up and down the granite steps. Here, before 
his own wife has greeted him, you may greet the sea-flushed shipmaster, 
just in port, with his vessels papers under his arm, in a tarnished tin box. 
Here, too, comes his owner, cheerful or sombre, gracious or in the sulks, 
accordingly as his scheme of the now accomplished voyage has been real- 
ized in merchandise that will readily be turned to gold, or has buried him 
under a bulk of incommodities, such as nobody will care to rid him of. 
Here, likewise, — the germ of thr wrinkle-browed, grizzly-bearded, care- 
worn merchant, — we have the snart young clerk, who gets the taste of 
traffic as a wolf-cub does of bl(>)d, and already sends adventures in his 
master’s ships, when he had be ter be sailing mimic-boats upon a mill- 
pond. Another figure in the seen * is the outward-bound sailor in quest of 
a protection ; or the recently arr ved one, pale and feeble, seek ing a pass- 
port to the hospital. Nor must we forget the captains of the rusty little 
schooners that bring firewood frim the British provinces; a rough-look- 
ing set of tarpaulins, without the alertness of the Yankee aspect, but con- 
tributing an item of no slight importance to our decaying trade. 

Cluster all these individuals together, as they sometimes were, with 
other miscellaneous ones to diversify the group, and, for the time being, it 
made the Custom House a stirring scene. More frequently, however, on 
ascending the steps, you would discern — in the entry, if it were sumniet 
time, or in their appropriate rooms, if wintry or inclement weather — a 
row of venerable figures, sitting in old-fashioned chairs, which were 
tipped on their hind legs back against the wall. Oftentimes they were 
asleep, but occasionally might be heard talking together, in voices be- 
tween speech and a snore, and with that lack of energy that distinguishes 
the occupants of almshouses, and all other human beings who depend for 
subsistence on charity, on monopolized labor, or anything else, but their 
own independent exertions. These old gentlemen — seated, like Matthew, 
at the receipt of customs, but not very liable to be summoned thence, like 
him, for apostolic errands — were Custom House officers. 

Furthermore, on the left hand as you enter the front door, is a certain 
room or office, about fifteen feet square, and of a lofty height; with two 
of its arched windows commanding a view of the aforesaid dilapidated 
wharf, and the third looking across a narrow lane, and along a portion of 
Derby Street. All three give glimpses of the shops of grocers, block- 
makers, slop-sellers, and ship-chandlers; around the doors of which are 
generally to be seen, laughing and gossiping, clusters of old salts, and 
such other wharf-rats as haunt the Wapping of a seaport. The room itself 
is cobwebbed, and dingy with old paint ; its floor is strewn with gray sand, 
in a fashion that has elsewhere fallen into long disuse; and it is easy to 
conclude, from the general slovenliness of the place, that this is a sanctu- 
ary into which womankind, with her tools of magic, the broom and mop, 
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has very infrequent access. In the way of furniture, there is a stove with a 
voluminous funnel; an old pine desk, with a three-legged stool beside it; 
two or three wooden-bottom chairs, exceedingly decrepit and infirm ; and 
— not to forget the library — on some shelves, a score or two of volumes of 
the Acts of Congress, and a bulky Digest of the Revenue Laws. A tin pipe 
ascends through the ceiling, and forms a medium of vocal communication 
with other parts of the edifice. And here, some six months ago, — ^pacing 
from corner to corner, or lounging on the long-legged stool, with his elbow 
on the desk, and his eyes wandering up and down the columns of the 
morning newspaper, — ^you might have recognized, honored reader, the 
same individual who welcomed you into his cheery little study, where the 
sunshine glimmered so pleasantly through the willow branches, on the 
western side of the Old Manse. But now, should you go thither to seek 
him, you would inquire in vain for the Locofoco Surveyor. The besom of 
reform has swept him out of ofiice; and a worthier successor wears his 
dignity, and pockets his emoluments. 

This old town of Salem — ^my native place, though I have dwelt much 
away from it, both in boyhood and maturer years — possesses, or did pos- 
sess, a hold on my affections, the force of which I have never realized dur- 
ing my seasons of actual residence here. Indeed, so far as its physical 
aspect is concerned, with its flat, unvaried surface, covered chiefly with 
wooden houses, few or none of which pretend to architectural beauty, — 
its irregularity, which is neither picturesque nor quaint, but only tame, — 
its long and lazy street lounging wearisomely through the whole extent of 
the peninsula, with Gallows Hill and New Guinea at one end, and a view 
of the almshouse at the other, — ^such being the features of my native 
town, it would be quite as reasonable to form a sentimental attachment to 
a disarranged checker-board. And yet, though invariably happiest else- 
where, there is within me a feeling for old Salem, which, in lack of a bet • 
ter phrase, I must be content to call affection. The sentiment is probably 
assignable to the deep and aged roots which my family has struck into the 
soil. It is now nearly two centuries and a quarter since the original Briton, 
the earliest emigrant of my name, made his appearance in the wild and 
forest-bordered settlement, which has since become a city. And here his 
descendants have been born and died, and have mingled their earthly 
substance with the soil, until no small portion of it must necessarily be 
akin to the mortal frame wherewith, for a little while, I walk the streets. 
In part, therefore, the attachment which I speak of is the mere sensuous 
sympathy of dust for dust. Few of my countrymen can know what it is; 
nor, as frequent transportation is perhaps better for the stock, need they 
consider it desirable to know. 

But the sentiment has likewise its moral quality. The figure of that first 
ancestor, invested by family tradition with a dim and dusky grandeur, 
was present to my boyish imagination, as far back as I can remember. It 
still haunts me, and induces a sort of home-feeling with the past, which I 
scarcely claim in reference to the present phase of the town. I seem to 
have a stronger claim to a residence here on account of his grave, bearded, 
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sabled-cloaked and steeple-crowned progenitor, — ^who came so early, witl 
his Bible and his sword, and trode the unworn street with such a statel> 
port, and made so large a figure, as a man of war and peace, — a stronger 
claim than for myself, whose name is seldom heard and my face hardly 
known. He was a soldier, legislator, judge; he was a ruler in the Church; 
he had all the Puritanic traits, both good and evil. He was likewise a bit- 
ter persecutor, as witness the Quakers, who have remembered him in their 
histories, and relate an incident of his hard severity towards a woman of 
their sect, which will last longer, it is to be feared, than any record of his 
better deeds, although these were many. His son, too, inherited the per- 
secuting spirit, and made himself so conspicuous in the matyrdom of the 
witches, that their blood may fairly be said to have left a stain upon him 
So deep a stain, indeed, that his old dry bones, in the Charter Street- 
burial-ground, must still retain i*, if they have not crumbled utterly to 
dust! I know not whether these ancestors of mine bethought themselves 
to repent, and ask pardon of Heaven for their cruelties; or whether they 
are now groaning under the heav} consequences of them, in another state 
of being. At all events, I, the present writer, as their representative, here- 
by take shame upon myself for t heir sakes, and pray that any curse in- 
curred by them — as I have heard, and as the dreary and unprosperous 
condition of the race, tor many a long year back, would argue to exist — 
may be now and henceforth removed. 

Doubtless, however, either of these stern and black-browed Puritans 
would have thought it quite a sufficient retribution for his sins, that, after 
so long a lapse of years, the old trunk of the family tree, with so much 
venerable moss upon it, should have borne, as its topmost bough, an idler 
like myself. No aim, that I have ever cherished, would they recognize as 
laudable ; no success of mine — if my life, beyond its domestic scope, had 
ever been brightened by success — would they deem otherwise than worth- 
less, if not positively disgraceful. ^What is he?’^ murmurs one gray 
shadow of my forefathers to the other. writer of story-books! What 
kind of a business in life, — what mode of glorifying God, or being 
serviceable to mankind in his day and generation, — may that be? Why, 
the degenerate fellow might as well have been a fiddler! Such are the 
compliments bandied between my great-grandsires and myself, across the 
gulf of time! And yet, let them scorn me as they will, strong traits of 
their nature have intertwined themselves with mine. 

Planted deep, in the town’s earliest infancy and childhood, by these 
two earnest and energetic men, the race has ever since subsisted here; 
always, too, in respectability; never, so far as I have known, disgraced 
by a single unworthy member; but seldom or never, on the other hand, 
after the first two generations, performing any memorable deed, or so 
much as putting forward a claim to public notice. Gradually, they have 
sunk almost out of sight; as old houses, here and there about the streets, 
get covered half-way to the eaves by the accumulation of new soil. From 
father to son, for above a hundred years, they followed the sea; a gray- 
headed shipmaster, in each generation, retiring from the quarter-deck to 
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the homestead, while a boy of fourteen took the hereditary place before 
the mast, confronting the salt spray and the gale, which had blustered 
against his sire and grandsire. The boy, also, in due time, passed from the 
forecastle to the cabin, spent a tempestuous manhood, and returned from 
his world-wanderings, to grow old, and die, and mingle his dust with the 
natal earth. This long connection of a family with one spot, as its place of 
birth and burial, creates a kindred between the human being and the 
locality, quite independent of any charm in the scenery or moral circum- 
stances that surround him. It is not love, but instinct. The new inhabitant 
— who came himself from a foreign land, or whose father or grandfather 
came — ^has little claim to be called a Salemite; he has no conception of 
the oyster-like tenacity with which an old settler, over whom his third 
century is creeping, clings to the spot where his successive generations 
have been imbedded. It is no matter that the place is joyless for him ; that 
he is weary of the old wooden houses, the mud and dust, the dead level of 
feite and sentiment, the chill east wind, and the chillest of social atmos- 
pheres, — all these, and whatever faults besides he may see or imagine, 
are nothing to the purpose. The spell survives, and just as powerfully as if 
the natal spot were an earthly paradise. So has it been in my case. I felt 
it almost as a destiny to m^e Salem my home; so that the mould of 
features and cast of character which had all along been familiar here, — 
ever, as one representative of the race lay down in his grave, another as- 
suming, as it were, his sentry-march along the main street, — might still in 
my little day be seen and recognized in the old town. Nevertheless, this 
very sentiment is an evidence that the connection, which has become an 
unhealthy one, should at last be severed. Human nature will not flourish, 
any more than a potato, if it be planted and replanted, for too long a 
series of generations, in the same worn-out soil. My children have had 
other birthplaces, and, so far as their fortunes may be within my control, 
:;hall strike their roots into unaccustomed earth. 

On emerging from the Old Manse, it was chiefly this strange, indolent, 
unjoyous attachment for my native town, that brought me to fill a place 
in Uncle Sam’s brick edifice, when I might as well, or better, have gone 
somewhere else. My doom was on me. It was not the first time, nor the 
second, that I had gone away, — as it seemed, permanently, — but yet re- 
turned, like the bad half-penny; or as if Salem were for me the inevitable 
centre of the universe. So, one fine morning, I ascended the flight of gran- 
ite steps, with the President’s commission in my pocket, and was intro- 
duced to the corps of gentlemen who were to aid me in my weighty re- 
sponsibility, as chief executive officer of the Custom House. 

I doubt greatly — or, rather, I do not doubt at all — ^whether any public 
functionary of the United States, either in the civil or military line, has 
ever had such a patriarchal body of veterans under his orders as myself. 
The whereabouts of the Oldest Inhabitant was at once settled, when I 
looked at them. For upwards of twenty years before this epoch, the inde- 
pendent position of the Collector had kept the Salem Custom House out 
of the whirlpool of political vicissitude, which makes the tenure of office 
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generally so fragile. A soldier, — ^New England’s most distinguished sol^ 
dier, — ^he stood firmly on the pedestal of his gallant services; and, himself 
secure in the wise liberality of the successive administrations through 
which he had held office, he had been the sa^ety of his subordinates in 
many an hour of danger and heartquake. General Miller was radically 
conservative; a man over whose kindly nature habit had no slight influ- 
ence; attaching himself strongly to familiar faces, and with difficult)/ 
moved to change, even when change might have brought unquestionable 
improvement. Thus, on taking charge of my department, I found few but 
aged men. They were ancient sea-captains, for the most part, who, after 
being tost on every sea, and standing up sturdily against life’s tempestu- 
ous blast, had finally drifted into this quiet nook; where, with little to 
disturb them, except the periodic il terrors of a presidential election, they 
one and all acquired a new lease of existence. Though by no means lesir 
liable than their fellow-men to a^e and infirmity, they had evidently some 
talisman or other that kept deat i at bay. Two or three of their number, 
as I was assured, being gouty am rheumatic, or perhaps bedridden, never 
dreamed of making their appear^mce at the Custom House during a large 
part of the year; but, after a torpid winter, would creep out into the warm 
sunshine of May or June, go lazily about what they termed duty, and, at 
their own leisure and convenience, betake themselves to bed again. I must 
plead guilty to the charge of abbreviating the official breath of more than 
one of these venerable servants of the republic. They were allowed, on my 
representation, to rest from their arduous labors, and soon afterwards — 
as if their scle principle of life had been zeal for their country’s service, as 
I verily believe it was — withdrew to a better world. It is a pious consola- 
tion to me, that, through my interference, a sufficient space was allowed 
them for repentance of the evil and corrupt practices into which, as a 
matter of course, every Custom House officer must be supposed to fall. 
Neither the front nor the back entrance of the Custom House opens on 
the road to Paradise. 

The greater part of my officers were Whigs. It was well for their vener- 
able brotherhood that the new Surveyor was not a politician, and though 
a faithful Democrat in principle, neither received nor held his office with 
any reference to political services. Had it been otherwise, — had an active 
politician been put into this influential post, to assume the easy task of 
making head against a Whig Collector, whose infirmities withheld him 
from the personal administration of his office, — hardly a man of the old 
corps would have drawn the breath of official life, within a month after 
the exterminating angel had come up the Custom House steps. According 
to the received code in such matters, it would have been nothing short of 
duty, in a politician, to bring every one of those white heads under the 
axe of the guillotine. It was plain enough to discern that the old fellows 
dreaded some such discourtesy at my hands. It pained, and at the same 
time amused me, to behold the terrors that attended my advent; to see a 
furrowed cheek, weather-beaten by half a century of storm, turn ashy 
pale at the glance of so harmless an individual as myself ; to detect, as 
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one or another addressed me, the tremor of a voice, which, in long-past 
days, had been wont to bellow through a speaking-trumpet hoarsely 
enough to frighten Boreas himself to silence. They knew, these excellent 
old persons, that, by all established rule, — and, as regarded some of them, 
weighed by their own lack of efficiency for business, — they ought to have 
given place to younger men, more orthodox in politics, and altogether fit- 
ter than themselves to serve our common Uncle. I knew it too, but could 
never quite find in my heart to act upon the knowledge. Much and de- 
servedly to my own discredit, therefore, and considerably to the detri- 
ment of my official conscience, they continued, during my incumbency, to 
creep about the wharves, and loiter up and down the Custom House 
steps. They spent a good deal of time, also, asleep in their accustomed 
corners, with their chairs tilted back against the wall ; awaking, however, 
once or twice in a forenoon, to bore one another with the several thou- 
sandth repetition of old sea-stories, and mouldy jokes, that had grown to 
be passwords and countersigns among them. 

The discovery was soon made, I imagine, that the new Surveyor had no 
great harm in him. So, with lightsome hearts, and the happy conscious- 
ness of being usefully employed, — in their own behalf, at least, if not for 
our beloved country, — these good old gentlemen went through the var- 
ious formalities of office. Sagaciously, under their spectacles, did they 
peep into the holds of vessels! Mighty was their fuss about little matters, 
and marvellous, sometimes, the obtuseness that allowed greater ones to 
slip between their fingers! Whenever such a mischance occurred, — when 
a wagon-load of valuable merchandise had been smuggled ashore, at 
noonday, perhaps, and directly beneath their unsuspicious noses, — noth- 
ing could exceed tlie vigilance and alacrity with which they proceeded tc 
lodt, and double-lock, and secure with tape and sealing-wax, all the ave- 
nues of the delinquent vessel. Instead of a reprimand for their previous 
negligence, the case seemed rather to require an eulogium of their praise- 
worthy caution, after the mischief had happened; a grateful recognition 
of the promptitude of their zeal, the moment that there was no longer 
any remedy. 

Unless people are more than commonly disagreeable, it is my foolish 
habit to contract a kindness for them. The better part of my companion's 
character, if it have a better part, is that which usually comes uppermost 
in my regard, and forms the type whereby I recognize the man. As most 
of these old Custom House officers had good traits, and as my position in 
reference to them, being paternal and protective, was favorable to the 
growth of friendly sentiments, I soon grew to like them all. It was pleas- 
ant, in the summer forenoons, — when the fervent heat, that almost lique- 
fied the rest of the human family, merely communicated a genial warmth 
.0 their half-torpid systems, — it was pleasant to hear them chatting in 
the back entry, a row of them all tipped against the wall, as usual; while 
the frozen witticisms of past generations were thawed out, and came bub- 
bling with laughter from their lips. Externally, the jollity of aged men 
has much in commcm with the mirth of children; the intellect, any more 
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than a deep sense of humor, has little to do with the matter; it is, with 
both, a gleam that plays upon the surface, and imparts a sunny and 
cheery aspect alike to the green branch, and gray, mouldering trunk. In 
one case, however, it is real sunshine; in the other, it more resembles the 
phosphorescent glow of decaying wood. 

It would be sad injustice, the reader must understand, to represent all 
iny excellent old friends as in their dotage. In the first place, my coadju- 
tors were not invariably old; there were men among them in their 
strength and prime, of marked ability and energy, and altogether superior 
to the sluggish and dependent mode of life on which their evil stars had 
cast them. Then, moreover, the white locks of age were sometimes found 
to be the thatch of an intellectual tenement in good repair. But, as re- 
spects the majority of my corps < >f veterans, there will be no wrong done, 
if I characterize them generally ns a set of wearisome old souls, who had 
gathered nothing worth preserva ion from their varied experience of life. 
They seemed to have flung away all the golden grain of practical wisdom, 
which they had enjoyed so man / opportunities of harvesting, and most 
carefully to have stored their memories with the husks. They spoke with 
far more interest and unction of their morning’s breakfast, or yesterday’s, 
to-day’s, or to-morrow’s dinner, than of the shipwreck of forty or fifty 
years ago, and all the world’s wonders which they had witnessed with 
their youthful eyes. 

The father of the Custom House — the patriarch, not only of this little 
squad of officials, but, I am bold to say, of the respectable body of tide- 
waiters all over the United States — was a certain permanent Inspector. 
He might truly be termed a legitimate son of the revenue system, dyed in 
the wool, or, rather, born in the purple; since his sire, a Revolutionary 
colonel, and formerly collector of the port, had created an office for him, 
and appointed him to fill it, at a period of the early ages which few living 
men can now remember. This Inspector, when I first knew him, was a 
man of fourscore years, or thereabouts, and certainly one of the most 
wonderful specimens of wintergreen that you would be likely to discover 
in a lifetime’s search. With his florid cheek, his compact figure, smartly 
arrayed in a bright-buttoned blue coat, his brisk and vigorous step, and 
his hale and hearty aspect, altogether he seemed — not young, indeed — 
but a kind of new contrivance of Mother Nature in the shape of man, 
whom age and infirmity had no business to touch. His voice and laugh, 
which perpetually reechoed through the Custom House, had nothing of 
the tremulous quaver and cackle of an old man’s utterance; they came 
strutting out of his lungs, like the crow of a cock, or the blast of a clarion. 
Looking at him merely as an animal, — and there was very little else to 
look at, — he was a most satisfactory object, from the thorough healthful- 
ness and wholesomeness of his system, and his capacity, at that extreme 
age, to enjoy all, or nearly all, the delights which he had ever aimed at, or 
conceived of. The careless security of his life in the Custom House, on a 
regular income, and with but slight and infreouent apprehensions of re- 
moval, had no doubt contributed to make time pass lightly over him. The 
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original and more potent causes, however, lay in the rare perfection of his 
animal nature, the moderate proportion of intellect, and the very trifling 
admixture of moral and spiritual ingredients; these latter qualities, in- 
deed, being in barely enough measure to keep the old gentleman from 
walking on all-fours. He possessed no power of thought, no depth of feel- 
ing, no troublesome sensibilities; nothing, in short, but a few com.non- 
v')lace instincts, which, aided by the cheerful temper that grew inevitably 
out of his physical well-being, did duty very respectably, and to general 
acceptance, in lieu of a heart. He had been the husband of three wives, 
all long since dead; the father of twenty children, most of whom, at every 
age of childhood or maturity, had likewise returned to dust. Here, one 
would suppose, might have been sorrow enough to imbue the sunniest dis- 
position, through and through, with a sable tinge. Not so with our old 
Inspector! One brief sigh sufficed to carry off the entire burden of these 
dismal reminiscences. The next moment, he was as ready for sport as any 
unbreeched infant; far readier than the Collector’s junior clerk, who, at 
nineteen years, was much the elder and graver man of the two. 

I used to watch and study this patriarchal personage with, I think, live- 
lier curiosity, than any other form of humanity there presented to my 
notice. He was, in truth, a rare phenomenon; so perfect, in one point of 
view; so shallow, so delusive, so impalpable, such an absolute nonenity, 
in every other. My conclusion was that he had no soul, no heart, no mind ; 
nothing, as I have already said, but instincts; and yet, withal, so cun- 
ningly had the few materials of his character been put together, that there 
was no painful perception of deficiency, but, on my part, an entire con- 
tentment with what I found in him. It might be difficult — and it was so — ^ 
to conceive how he should exist hereafter, so earthly and sensuous did he 
seem; but surely his existence here, admitting that it was to terminate 
with his last breath, had been not unkindly given; with no higher moral 
responsibilities than the beasts of the field, but with a larger scope of en- 
joyment than theirs, and with all their blessed immunity from the dreari- 
ness and duskiness of age. 

One point, in which he had vastly the advantage over his four-footed 
brethren, was his ability to recollect the good dinners which it had made 
no small portion of the happiness of his life to eat. His gourmandism was 
a highly agreeable trait; and to hear him talk of roast meat was as appe- 
tizing as a pickle or an oyster. As he possessed no higher attribute, and 
neither sacrificed nor vitiated any spiritual endowment by devoting all 
his energies and ingenuities to subserve the delight and profit of his maw, 
it always pleased and satisfied me to hear him expatiate on fish, poultry, 
and butcher’s meat, and the most eligible methods of preparing them for 
the table. His reminiscences of good cheer, however ancient the date of 
the actual banquet, seemed to bring the savor of pig or turkey under one’s 
very nostrils. There were flavors on his palate, that had lingered there not 
less than sixty or seventy years, and were still apparently as fresh as that 
of the mutton-chop which he had just devoured for his breakfast. I have 
heard him smack his lips over dinners, every guest at which, except him- 
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self, had long been food for worms. It was marvellous to observe how the 
ghosts of bygone meals were continually rising up before him; not in an- 
ger or retribution, but as if grateful for his former appreciation and seek- 
ing to reduplicate an endless series of enjoyment, at once shadowy and 
sensual. A tenderloin of beef, a hindquarter of veal, a sparerib of pork, a 
particular chicken, or a remarkably praiseworthy turkey, which had per- 
haps adorned his board in the days of the elder Adams, would be remem- 
bered; while all the subsequent experience of our race, and all the events 
that brightened or darkened his individual career, had gone over him with 
as little permanent effect as the passing breeze. The chief tragic event of 
the old man^s life, so far as I C(*uld judge, was his mishap with a certain 
goose which lived and died sonie twenty or forty years ago, a goose of 
most promising figure, but whh h, at table, proved so inveterately tough 
that the carving-knife would n ake no impression on its carcass, and it 
could only be divided with an ax ^ and handsaw. 

But it is time to quit this ske ch ; on which, however, I should be glad 
to dwell at considerably more length, because, of all men whom I have 
ever known, this individual was ittest to be a Custom House officer. Most 
persons, owing to causes which I may not have space to hint at, suffer 
moral detriment from this peculiar mode of life. The old Inspector was 
incapable of it, and, were he to c ontinue in office to the end of time, would 
be just as good as he was then, and sit down to dinner with just as good an 
appetite. 

There is one likeness, without which my gallery of Custom House por- 
traits would be strangely incomplete; but which my comparatively few 
opportunities for observation enable me to sketch only in the merest out- 
line. It is that of the Collector, our gallant old General, who, after his 
brilliant military service, subsequently to which he had ruled over a wild 
Western territory, had come hither, twenty years before, to spend the 
decline of his varied and honorable life. The brave soldier had already 
numbered, nearly or quite, his threescore years and ten, and was pursuing 
the remainder of his earthly march, burdened with infirmities which even 
the martial music of his own spirit-stirring recollections could do little 
towards lightening. The step was palsied now that had been foremost in 
the charge. It was only with the assistance of a servant and by leaning his 
hand heavily on the iron balustrade, that he could slowly and painfully 
ascend the Custom House steps, and, with a toilsome progress across the 
floor, attain his customary chair beside the fireplace. There he used to sit, 
gazing with a somewhat dim serenity of aspect at the figures that came 
and went; amid the rustle of papers, the administering of oaths, the dis- 
cussion of business, and the casual talk of the office; all which sounds and 
circumstances seemed but indistinctly to impress his senses, and hardly 
to make their way into his inner sphere of contemplation. His counten- 
ance, in this repose, was mild and kindly. If his notice was sought, an 
expression of courtesy and interest gleamed out upon his features; prov- 
ing that there was light within him, and that it was only the outward 
medium of the intellectual lamp that obstructed the ravs in their passage. 
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The closer you penetrated to the substance of his mind, the sounder it 
appeared. \^en no longer called upon to speak, or listen, either of which 
operations cost him an evident effort, his face would briefly subside into 
its former not uncheerful quietude. It was not painful to behold this look; 
for, though dim, it had not the imbecility of decaying age. The framework 
of his nature, originally strong and massive, was not yet crumblea into 
ruin. 

To observe and define his character, however, under such disadvan- 
tages, was as difficult a task as to trace out and build up anew, in imagina- 
tion, an old fortress, like Ticonderoga, from a view of its gray and broken 
ruins. Here and there, perchance, the walls may remain almost complete, 
but elsewhere may be only a shapeless mound, cumbrous with its very 
strength, and overgrown, through long years of peace and neglect, with 
grass and alien weeds. 

Nevertheless, looking at the old warrior with affection, — for, slight as 
was the communication between us, my feeling towards him, like that of 
all bipeds and quadrupeds who knew him, might not improperly be 
termed so, — 1 could discern the main points of his portrait. It was marked 
with the noble and heroic qualities which showed it to be not by a mere 
accident, but of good right, that he had won a distinguished name. His 
spirit could never, I conceive, have been characterized by an uneasy 
activity; it must, at any period of his life, have required an impulse to set 
him in motion ; but, once stirred up, with obstacles to overcome, and an 
adequate object to be attained, it was not in the man to give out or fail. 
The heat that had formerly pervaded his nature, and which was not yet 
extinct, was never of the kind that flashes and flickers in a blaze; but, 
rather, a deep, red glow, as of iron in a furnace. Weight, solidity, firm- 
ness; this was the expression of his repose, even in such decay as had 
crept untimely over him, at the period of which I speak. But I could 
imagine, even then, that under some excitement which should go deeply 
into his consciousness, — roused by a trumpet-peal loud enough to awak- 
en all his energies that were not dead, but only slumbering, — ^he was yet 
capable of flinging off his infirmities like a sick man’s gown, dropping the 
staff of age to seize a battle-sword, and starting up once more a warrior. 
And, in so intense a moment, his demeanor would have still been calm 
Such an exhibition, however, was but to be pictured in fancy; not to 
anticipated, nor desired. What I saw in him — as evidently as the inde- 
structible ramparts of Old Ticonderoga already cited as the most appro- 
priate simile — ^were the features of stubborn and ponderous endurance, 
which might well have amounted to obstinacy in his earlier days; of in- 
tegrity, that, like most of his other endowments, lay in a somewhat heavy 
mass, and was just as unmalleable and unmanageable as a ton of iron ore ; 
and of benevolence, which, fiercely as he led the bayonets on at Chippewa 
or Fort Erie, I take to be of quite as genuine a stamp as what actuates 
any or all the polemical philanthropists of the age. He had slain men with 
his own hand for aught I know, — certainly they had fallen, like blades of 
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grass at the sweep of the scythe, before the charge to which his spirit im- 
parted its triumphant energy; but, be that as it might, there was never in 
his heart so much cruelty as would have brushed the down off a butterfly’s 
wing. I have not known the man, to whose innate kindliness I would more 
confidently make an appeal. 

Many characteristics — and those, too, which contribute not the least 
forcibly to impart resemblance in a sketch — must have vanished, or been 
obscured, before I met the General. All merely graceful attributes are 
usually the most evanescent; nor does Nature adorn the human ruin with 
blossoms of new beauty that have their roots and proper nutriment only 
in the chinks and crevices of decay, as she sows wallflowers over the 
ruined fortress of Ticonderoga. Still, even in respect of grace and beauty, 
there were points well worth noting. A ray of humor, now and then, would 
make its way through the veil of dim obstruction, and glimmer pleasantly 
upon our faces. A trait of native elegance, seldom seen in the masculine 
character after childhood or e^rly youth, was shown in the General’s 
fondness for the sight and frag) ance of flowers. An old soldier might be 
supposed to prize only the bloody laurel on his brow; but here was one 
who seemed to have a young gir ’s appreciation of the floral tribe. 

There, beside the fireplace, the brave old General used to sit; while the 
Surveyor — though seldom, when it could be avoided, taking upon himself 
the difficult task of engaging him in conversation — was fond of standing 
at a distance, and watching his quiet and almost slumberous countenance. 
He seemed away from us, although we saw him but a few yards off; re- 
mote, though we passed close beside his chair; unattainable, though we 
might have stretched forth our hands and touched his own. It might be 
that he lived a more real life within his thoughts than amid the unappro- 
priate environment of the Collector’s office. The evolutions of the parade ; 
the tumult of the battle; the flourish of old, heroic music, heard thirty 
years before, — such scenes and sounds, perhaps, were all alive before his 
intellectual sense. Meanwhile, the merchants and shipmasters, the spruce 
clerks and uncouth sailors, entered and departed ; the bustle of this com- 
mercial and Custom House life kept up its little murmur round about 
him; and neither with the men nor their affairs did the General appear to 
sustain the most distant relation. He was as much out of place as an old 
sword — now rusty, but which had flashed once in the battle’s front, and 
showed still a bright gleam along its blade — would have been, among the 
inkstands, paper-folders, and mahogany rulers, on the Deputy Collector s 
desk. 

There was one thing that much aided me in renewing and re-creating 
the stalwart soldier of the Niagara frontier, — the man of true and simple 
energy. It was the recollection of those memorable words of his, — ‘Til 
try. Sir 1 ” — spoken on the very verge of a desperate and heroic enterprise, 
and breathing the soul and spirit of New England hardihood, compre- 
hending all perils, and encountering all. If , in our country, valor were re- 
warded by heraldic honor, this phrase — which it seems so easy to speak, 
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but which only he, with such a task of danger and glory before him, has 
ever spoken — would be the best and fittest of all mottoes for the Gen- 
eral’s shield of arms. 

It contributes greatly towards a man’s moral and intellectual health, to 
be brought into habits of companionship with individuals unlike himself, 
who care little for his pursuits, and whose sphere and abilities he m^st go 
out of himself to appreciate. The accidents of my life have often afforded 
me this advantage, but never with more fulness and variety than during 
my continuance in office. There was one man, especially, the observation 
of whose character gave me a new idea of talent. His gifts were emphatic- 
ally those of a man of business; prompt, acute, clear-minded; with an eye 
that saw through all perplexities, and a faculty of arrangement that made 
them vanish, as by the waving of an enchanter’s wand. Bred up from boy- 
hood in the Custom House, it was his proper field of activity; and the 
many intricacies of business, so harassing to the interloper, presented 
themselves before him with the regularity of a perfectly comprehended 
system. In my contemplation, he stood as the ideal of his class. He was, 
indeed, the Custom House in himself, or, at all events, the mainspring 
that kept its variously revolving wheels in motion; for, in an institution 
like this, where its officers are appointed to subserve their own profit and 
convenience, and seldom with a leading reference to their fitness for the 
duty to be performed, they must perforce seek elsewhere the dexterity 
which is not in them. Thus, by an inevitable necessity, as a magnet at- 
tracts steel-filings, so did our man of business draw to himself the diffi- 
culties which everybody met with. With an easy condescension, and kind 
forbearance towards our stupidity, — which, to his order of mind, must 
have seemed little short of crime, — would he forthwith, by the merest 
touch of his finger, make the incomprehensible as clear as daylight. The 
merchants valued him not less than we, his esoteric friends. His integrity 
was perfect: it was a law of nature with him, rather than a choice or a 
principle; nor can it be otherwise than the main condition of an intellect 
so remarkably clear and accurate as his, to be honest and regular in the 
administration of affairs. A stain on his conscience, as to anything that 
came within the range of his vocation, would trouble such a man very 
much in the same way, though to a far greater degree, than an error in 
the balance of an account, or an ink-blot on the fair page of a book of 
record. Here, in a word, — and it is a rare instance in my life, — I had met 
with a person thoroughly adapted to the situation which he held. 

Such were some of the people with whom I now found myself connect- 
ed. I took it in good part, at the hands of Providence, that I was thrown 
into a position so little akin to my past habits, and set myself seriously to 
gather from it whatever profit was to be had. After my fellowship of toil 
and impracticable schemes with the dreamy brethren of Brook Farm; 
after living for three years within the subtile influence of an intellect like 
Emerson’s; after those wild, free days on the Assabeth, indulging fan- 
tastic speculations, beside our fire of fallen boughs, with Ellery Chan- 
ning; after talking with Thoreau about pine-trees and Indian relics, in 
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his hermitage at Walden; after growing fastidious by sympathy with the 
classic refinement of Hillard’s culture; after becoming imbued with poetic 
sentiment at Longfellow’s hearth-stone, — it was time, at length, that I 
should exercise other faculties of my nature, and nourish myself with 
food for which I had hith^'to had little appetite. Even the old Inspector 
was desirable, as a change of diet, to a man who had known Alcott. I look 
upon it as an evidence, in some measure, of a system naturally well bal- 
anced, and lacking no essential part of a thorough organization, that, 
with such associates to remember, I could mingle at once with men of 
altogether different qualities, and never murmur at the change. 

Literature, its exertions and oojects, were now of little moment in my 
regard. I cared not, at this pericd, for books; they were apart from me. 
Nature, — except it were human nature, — the nature that is developed in 
earth and sky, was, in one sense, hidden from me; and all the imaginative 
delight, wherewith it had been sf h ritualized, passed away out of my mind 
A gift, a faculty if it had not departed, was suspended and inanimate 
within me. There would have be^ n something sad, unutterably dreary, in 
all this, had I not been conscious that it lay at my own option to recall 
whatever was valuable in the psurL It might be true, indeed, that this was 
a life which could not with impunity be lived too long; else, it might have 
made me permanently other than I had been without transforming me intr 
any shape which it would be worth my while to take. But I never consid- 
ered it as other than a transitory life. There was always a prophetic in- 
stinct, a low whisper in my ear, that, vnthin no long period, and whenevci 
a new change of custom should be essential to my good, a change would 
come. 

Meanwhile, there I was, a Surveyor of the Revenue, and, so far as 1 
have been able to understand, as good a Surveyor as need be. A man of 
thought, fancy, and sensibility (had he ten times the Surveyor’s propor- 
tion of those qualities) may, at any time, be a man of affairs, if he will 
only choose to give himself the trouble. My fellow-officers, and the mer- 
chants and sea-captains with whom my official duties brought me into 
any manner of connection, viewed me in no other light, and probably 
knew me in no other character. None of them, I presume, had ever read a 
page of my inditing, or would have cared a fig the more for me if they 
had read them all ; nor would it have mended the matter, in the least, had 
those same unprofitable pages been written with a pen like that of Burns 
or of Chaucer, each of whom was a Custom House officer in his day, as 
well as I. It is a good lesson — though it may often be a hard one — for a 
man who has dreamed of literary fame, and of making for himself a rank 
among the world’s dignitaries by such means, to step aside out of the nar- 
row circle in which his claims are recognized, and to find how utterly de- 
void of significance, beyond that circle, is all that he achieves, and all he 
aims at. I know not that I especially needed the lesson, either in the way 
of warning or rebuke; but, at any rate, I learned it thoroughly: nor, it 
gives me pleasure to reflect, did the truth, as it came home to my percep- 
tion, ever cost me a pang, or require to be thrown off in a sigh. In the way 
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of literary talk, it is true, the Naval Officer — ^an excellent fellow, who 
came into office with me and went out only a little later — ^would often 
engage me in a discussion about one or the other of his favorite topics, 
Napoleon or Shakespeare. The Collector’s junior clerk, too, — a young 
gentleman who, it was whispered, occasionally covered a sheet of Uncle 
Sam’s letter-paper with what (at the distance of a few yards) looked very 
much like poetry, — used now and then to speak to me of books, as mat- 
ters with which I might possibly be conversant. This was my all of let- 
tered intercourse; and it was quite sufficient for my necessities. 

No longer seeking nor caring that my name should be blazoned abroad 
on title-pages, I smiled to think that it had now another kind of vogue. 
The Custom House marker imprinted it, with a stencil and black paint, 
on pepper-bags, and baskets of anatto, and cigar-boxes, and bales of all 
kinds of dutiable merchandise, in testimony that these commodities had 
paid the impost, and gone regularly through the office. Borne on such 
queer vehicle of fame, a knowledge of my existence, so far as a name con- 
veys it, was carried where it had never been before, and, I hope, will never 
go again. 

But the past was not dead. Once in a great while, the thoughts, that 
had seemed so vital and so active, yet had been put to rest so quietly, re- 
vived again. One of the most remarkable occasions, when the habit of by- 
gone days awoke in me, was that which brings it within the law of liter- 
ary propriety to offer the public the sketch which I am now writing. 

In the second story of the Custom House there is a large room, in 
which the brick-work and naked rafters have never been covered with 
panelling and plaster. The edifice — originally projected on a scale adapt- 
ed to the old commercial enterprise of the port, and with an idea of sub- 
sequent prosperity destined never to be realized — contains far more space 
than its occupants know what to do with. This airy hall, therefore, over 
the Collector’s apartments, remains unfinished to this day, and, in spite 
of the aged cobwebs that festoon its dusky beams, appears still to await 
the labor of the carpenter and mason. At one end of the room, in a recess, 
were a number of barrels, piled one upon another, containing bundles of 
official documents. Large quantities of similar rubbish lay lumbering the 
floor. It was sorrowful to think how many days and weeks and months 
and years of toil had been wasted on these musty papers, which were now 
only an encumbrance on earth, and were hidden away in this forgotten 
corner, never more to be glanced at by human eyes. But, then, what 
reams of other manuscripts — filled not with the dulness of official formal- 
ities, but with the thought of inventive brains and the rich effusion of 
deep hearts — ^had gone equally to oblivion; and that, moreover, without 
serving a purpose in their day, as these heaped-up papers had, and — sad- 
dest of all — without purchasing for their writers the comfortable liveli- 
hood which the clerks of the Custom House had gained by these worthless 
scratchings of the pen I Yet not altogether worthless, perhaps, as mater- 
ials of local history. Here, no doubt, statistics of the former commerce of 
Salem might be discovered, and memorials of her princely merchants, — 
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old King Derby, — old Billy Gray, — old Simon Forrester, — and many 
another magnate in his day; whose powdered head, however, was scarcely 
in the tomb, before his mountain pile of wealth began to dwindle. The 
founders of the greater part of the families which now compose the aris- 
tocracy of Salem might here be traced, from the petty and obscure begin- 
nings of their traffic, at periods generally much posterior to the Revolu- 
tion, upward to what their children look upon as long-established rank. 

Prior to the Revolution, there is a dearth of records; the earlier docu- 
ments and archives of the Custom House having, probably, been carried 
off to Halifax, when all the King’s officials accompanied the British army 
in its flight from Boston. It has often been a matter of regret with me; 
for, going back, perhaps, to the days of the Protectorate, those papers 
must have contained many references to forgotten or remembered men, 
and to antique customs, which ^ould have affected me with the same 
pleasure as when I used to pick ip Indian arrow-heads in the field near 
the Old Manse. 

But one idle and rainy day, it was my fortune to make a discovery of 
some little interest. Poking and 1 'urrowing into the heaped-up rubbish in 
the corner; unfolding one and another document, and reading the names 
of vessels that had long ago foundered at sea or rotted at the wharves, 
and those of merchants never heard of now on ’Change, nor very readily 
decipherable on their mossy tombstones; glancing at such matters with 
the saddened, weary, half-reluctant interest which we bestow on the 
corpse of dead activity, — and exerting my fancy, sluggish with little use, 
to raise up from dry bones an image of the old town’s brighter aspect, 
when India was a new region, and only Salem knew the w’ay thither, — I 
chanced to lay my hand on a small package, carefully done up in a piece 
of ancient yellow parchment. This envelope had the air of an official 
record of some period long past, when clerks engrossed their stiff and for- 
mal chirography on more substantial materials than at present. There 
was something about it that quickened an instinctive curiosity, and made 
me undo the faded red tape, that tied up the package, with the sense that 
a treasure would here be brought to light. Unbending the rigid folds ol 
the parchment cover I found it to be a commission, under the hand and 
seal of Governor Shirley, in favor of one Jonathan Pue, as Surveyor of 
his Majesty’s Customs for the port of Salem, in the Province of Massa- 
chusetts Bay. I remembered to have read (probably in Felt’s Annals) a 
notice of the decease of Mr. Surveyor Pue, about fourscore years ago; 
and likewise, in a newspaper of recent times, an account of the digging up 
of his remains in the little graveyard of St. Peter’s Church, during the 
renewal of that edifice. Nothing, if I rightly call to mind, was left of my 
respected predecessor, save an imperfect skeleton, and some fragments of 
apparel, and a wig of majestic frizzle; which, unlike the head that it once 
adorned, was in very satisfactory preservation. But, on examining the 
papers which the parchment commission served to envelop^ I found more 
traces of Mr. Pue’s mental part, and the internal operations of his head, 
that the frizzled wig had contained of the venerable skull itself. 
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They were documents, in short, not official, but of a private nature, or, 
at least, written in his private capacity, and apparently with his own 
hand. I could account for their being included in the heap of Custom 
House lumber only by the fact that Mr. Pue’s death had happened sud- 
denly; and that these papers, which he probably kept in his official desk, 
had never come to the knowledge of his heirs, or were supposed to relate 
to the business of the revenue. On the transfer of the archives to Halifax, 
this package, proving to be of no public concern, was left behind and had 
remained ever since unopened. 

The ancient Surveyor — being little molested, I suppose, at that early 
day, with business pertaining to his office — seems to have devoted some of 
his many leisure hours to researches as a local antiquarian, and other 
inquisitions of a similar nature. These supplied material for petty activ- 
ity to a mind that would otherwise have been eaten up with rust. A portion 
of his facts, by the by, did me good service in the preparation of the article 
entitled ^^Main Street,” included in the third volume of this edition. 
The remainder may perhaps be applied to purposes equally valuable 
hereafter; or not impossibly may be worked up, so far as they go, into a 
regular history of Salem, should my veneration for the natal soil ever im- 
pel me to so pious a task. Meanwhile, they shall be at the command of 
any gentleman, inclined, and competent, to take the unprofitable labor 
off my hands. As a final disposition, I contemplate depositing them with 
the Essex Historical Society. 

But the object that most drew my attention, in the mysterious pack- 
age, was a certain affair of fine red cloth, much worn and faded. There 
were traces about it of gold embroidery, which, however, was greatly 
frayed and defaced; so that none, or very little, of the glitter was left. It 
had been wrought, as was easy to perceive, with wonderful skill of needle- 
work; and the stitch (as I am assured by ladies conversant with such 
mysteries) gives evidence of a now forgotten art, not to be recovered even 
by the process of picking out the threads. This rag of scarlet cloth, — for 
time and wear and a sacrilegious moth had reduced it to little other than 
a rag, — on careful examination, assumed the shape of a letter. It was the 
capital letter A. By an accurate measurement, each limb proved to be 
precisely three inches and a quarter in length. It had been intended, there 
could be no doubt, as an ornamental article of dress ; but how it was to be 
worn, or what rank, honor, and dignity, in by-past times, were signified 
by it, was a riddle which (so evanescent are the fashions of the world in 
these particulars) I saw little hope of solving. And yet it strangely inter- 
ested me. My eyes fastened themselves upon the old scarlet letter, and 
would not be turned aside. Certainly, there was some deep meaning in it, 
most worthy of interpretation, and which, as it were, streamed forth from 
the mystic symbol, subtly communicating itself to my sensibilities, but 
evading the analysis of my mind. 

While thus perplexed, — and cogitating, among other hypotheses, 
whether the letter might not have been one of those decorations which the 
white men used to contrive, in order tn take the eyes of Indians, — I hap- 
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pened to place it on my breast. It seemed to me, — the reader may smile, 
but must not doubt my word, — it seemed to me, then, that I experienced 
a sensation not altogether physical, yet almost so, as of burning heat; and 
as if the letter were not of red cloth, but red-hot iron. I shuddered, and 
involuntarily let it fall upon the floor. 

In the absorbing contemplation of the scarlet letter, I had hitherto neg- 
lected to examine a small roll of dingy paper, around which it had been 
twisted. This I now opened, and had the satisfaction to find, recorded by 
the old Surveyor s pen, a reasonably complete explanation of the whole 
affair. There were several foolscap sheets containing many particulars re- 
specting the life and conversation (.f one Hester Prynne, who appeared to 
have been rather a noteworthy personage in the view of our ancestors. 
She had flourished during the period between the early days of Massa 
chusetts and the close of the seventeenth century. Aged persons, alive in 
the time of Mr. Surveyor Pue, and from whose oral testimony he had 
made up his narrative, rememberet her, in their youth, as a very old, but 
not decrepit woman, of a stately and solemn aspect. It had been her 
habit, from an almost immemorial < late, to go about the country as a kind 
of voluntary nurse, and doing whatever miscellaneous good she might: 
taking upon herself, likewise, to give advice in all matters, especially 
those of the heart; by which means, as a person of such propensities in- 
evitably must, she gained from many people the reverence due to an 
angel, but I should imagine, was looked upon by others as an intruder and 
a nuisance. Prying further into the manuscript, I found the record of 
other doings and sufferings of this singular woman, for most of which the 
reader is referred to the story entitled “The Scarlet Letter'’; and it 
should be borne carefully in mind, that the main facts of that story are 
authorized and authenticated by the document of Mr. Surveyor Pue. The 
original papers, together with the scarlet letter itself, — a most curious 
relic, — are still in my possession, and shall be freely exhibited to whom- 
soever, induced by the great interest of the narrative, may desire a sight 
of them. I must not be understood as affirming, that, in the dressing up ol 
the tale, and imagining the motives and modes of passion that influenced 
the characters who figure in it, I have invariably confined myself within 
the limits of the old Surveyor’s half a dozen sheets of foolscap. On the 
contrary, I have allowed myself, as to such points, nearly or altogether as 
much license as if the facts had been entirely of my own invention. What 
I contend for is the authenticity of the outline. 

This incident recalled my mind, in some degree, to its old track. There 
seemed to be here the groundwork of a tale. It impressed me as if the 
ancient Surveyor, in his garb of a hundred years gone by, and wearing his 
immortal wig, — which was buried with him, but did not perish in the 
grave, — ^had met me in the deserted chamber of the Custom House. In his 
port was the dignity of one who had borne his Majesty’s commission, and 
who was therefore illuminated by a ray of the splendor that shone so 
dazzlingly about the throne. How unlike, alas! the hang-dog look of a 
republican official, who, as the servant of the people, feels himself less 
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than the least, and below the lowest, of his masters. With his own ghostly 
hand, the obscurely seen but majestic figure had imparted to me the scar- 
let symbol, and the little roll of explanatory manuscript. With his own 
ghostly voice he had exhorted me, on the sacred consideration of my filial 
duty and reverence towards him, — who might reasonably regard himself 
as my official ancestor, — to bring his mouldy and moth-eaten lucubra- 
tions before the public. ^‘Do this,’’ said the ghost of Mr. Surveyor Pue, 
emphatically nodding the head that looked so imposing within its mem- 
orable wig, — “do this, and the profit shall be all your own! You will 
shortly need it; for it is not in your days as it was in mine, when a man’s 
office was a life-lease, and oftentimes an heirloom. But, I charge you, in 
this matter of old Mistress Prynne, give to your predecessor’s memory 
the credit which will be rightfully due!” And I said to the ghost of Mr. 
Surveyor Pue, “I will! ” 

On Hester Prynne’s story, therefore, I bestowed much thought. It was 
the subject of my meditations for many an hour, while pacing to and fro 
across my room, or traversing, with a hundred-fold repetition, the long 
extent from the front-door of the Custom House to the side-entrance, and 
back again. Great were the weariness and annoyance of the old Inspector 
and the Weighers and Gaugers, whose slumbers were disturbed by the 
unmercifully lengthened tramp of my passing and returning footsteps. 
Remembering their own former habits, they used to say that the Sur- 
veyor was walking the quarter-deck. They probably fancied that my sole 
object — and, indeed, the sole object for which a sane man could ever put 
himself into voluntary motion — was, to get an appetite for dinner. And 
to say the truth, an appetite, sharpened by the east wind that generally 
blew along the passage, was the only valuable result of so much inde- 
fatigable exercise. So little adapted is the atmosphere of a Custom House 
to the delicate harvest of fancy and sensibility, that, had I remained there 
through ten Presidencies yet to come, I doubt whether the tale of “The 
Scarlet Letter” would ever have been brought before the public eye. My 
imagination was a tarnished mirror. It would not reflect, or only with 
miserable dimness, the figures with which I did my best to people it. The 
characters of the narrative would not be warmed and rendered malleable 
by any heat that I could kindle at my intellectual forge. They would take 
neither the glow of passion nor the tenderness of sentiment, but retained 
all the rigidity of dead corpses, and stared me in the face with a fixed and 
ghastly grin of contemptuous defiance. “What have you to do with us?” 
that expression seemed to say. “The little power you might once have pos 
sessed over the tribe of unrealities is gone! You have bartered it for a pit- 
tance of the public gold. Go, then, and earn your wages!” In short, the 
almost torpid creatures of my own fancy twitted me with imbecility, and 
not without fair occasion. 

It was not merely during the three hours and a half which Uncle Sam 
claimed as his share of my daily life, that this wretched numbness held 
possession of me. It went with me on my sea-shore walks, and rambles 
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into the country, whenever — which was seldom and reluctantly — I be- 
stirred myself to seek that invigorating charm of Nature, which used to 
give me such freshness and activity of thought, the moment that I step- 
ped across the threshold of the Old Manse. The same torpor, as regarded 
the capacity for intellectual effort, accompanied me home, and weighed 
upon me in the chamber which I most absurdly termed my study. Nor did 
it quit me, when, late at night, I sat in the deserted parlor, lighted only by 
the glimmering coal-fire and the moon, striving to picture forth imaginary 
scenes, which, the next day, might flow out on the brightening page in 
many-hued description. 

If the imaginative faculty refused to act at such an hour, it might well 
be deemed a hopeless case. Moonlight, in a familiar room, falling so white 
upon the carpet, and showing all its figures so distinctly, — making every 
object so minutely visible, yet so unlike a morning or noontide visibility, 
— is a medium the most suitable f )r a romance-writer to get acquainted 
with his illusive guests. There is t le little domestic scenery of the well- 
known apartment; the chairs with each its separate individuality; the 
centre-table, sustaining a work-ba4et, a volume or two, and an extin- 
guished lamp; the sofa; the bookca se; the picture on the wall, — all these 
details, so completely seen, are so spiritualized by the unusual light, that 
they seem to lose their actual substance, and become things of intellect. 
Nothing is too small or too trifling to undergo this change, and acquire 
dignity thereby. A child’s shoe; the doll, seated in her little wicker car- 
riage; the hobby-horse, — whatever, in a word, has been used or played 
with, during the day, is now invested with a quality of strangeness and 
remoteness, though still almost as vividly present as by daylight. Thus, 
therefore, the floor of our familiar room has become a neutral territory, 
somewhere between the real world and fairy-land, where the xActual and 
the Imaginary may meet, and each imbue itself with the nature of the 
other. Ghosts might enter here, without affrighting us. It would be too 
much in keeping with the scene to excite surprise, were we to look about 
us and discover a form beloved, but gone hence, now sitting quietly in a 
streak of this magic moonshine, with an aspect that would make us doubt 
whether it had returned from afar, or had never once stirred from our fire- 
side. 

The somewhat dim coal-fire has an essential influence in producing the 
effect which I would describe. It throws its unobtrusive tinge throughout 
the room, with a faint ruddiness upon the walls and ceiling, and a re- 
flected gleam from the polish of the furniture. This warmer light mingles 
itself with the cold spirituality of the moonbeams, and communicates, as 
it were, a heart and sensibilities of human tenderness to the forms which 
fancy summons up. It converts them from snow-images into men and 
women. Glancing at the looking-glass, we behold-^eep within its 
haunted verge — the smouldering glow of the half-extinguished anthracite, 
the white moonbeams on the floor, and a repetition of all the gleam and 
shadow of the picture, with one remove further from the actual, and 
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nearer to the imaginative. Then, at such an hour, and with this scene be- 
fore him, if a man, sitting all alone, cannot dream strange things, and 
make them look like truth, he need never try to write romances. 

But, for myself, during the whole of my Custom House experience, 
moonlight and sunshine, and the glow of firelight, were just alike in my 
regard ; and neither of them was of one whit more avail than the twink’e 
of a tallow-candle. An entire class of susceptibilities, and a gift connected 
with them, — of no great richness or value, but the best I had, — was gone ^ 
from me. 

It is my belief, however, that, had I attempted a different order of com- 
position, my faculties would not have been found so pointless and ineffi- 
cacious. I might, for instance, have contented myself with writing out the 
narratives of a veteran shipmaster, one of the Inspectors, whom I should 
be most ungrateful not to mention, since scarcely a day passed that he 
did not stir me to laughter and admiration by his marvellous gifts as a 
story-teller. Could I have preserved the picturesque force of his style, and 
the humorous coloring which nature taught him how tc throw over his 
descriptions, the result, I honestly believe, would have been something 
new in literature. Or I might readily have found a more serious task. It 
was a folly, with the materiality of this daily life pressing so intrusively 
upon me, to attempt to fling myself back into another age; or to insist on 
creating the semblance of a world out of airy matter, when, at every mo- 
ment, the impalpable beauty of my soap-bubble was broken by the rude 
contact of some actual circumstance. The wiser effort would have been to 
diffuse thought and imagination through the opaque substance of to-day, 
and thus to make it a bright transparency; to spiritualize the burden that 
began to weigh so heavily; to seek, resolutely, the true and indestructible 
value that lay hidden in the petty and wearisome incidents, and ordinary 
characters, with which I was now conversant. The fault was mine. The 
page of life that was spread out before me seemed dull and commonplace, 
only because I had not fathomed its deeper import. A better book than I 
shall ever write was there; leaf after leaf presenting itself to me, just as it 
was written out by the reality of the flitting hour, and vanishing as fast as 
written, only because my brain wanted the insight and my hand the cun- 
ning to transcribe it. At some future day, it may be, I shall remember a 
few scattered fragments and broken paragraphs, and write them down, 
and find the letters turn to gold upon the page. 

These perceptions have come too late. At the instant, I was only con- 
scious that what would have been a pleasure once was now a hopeless toil. 
There was no occasion to make much moan about this state of affairs. I 
had ceased to be a writer of tolerably poor tales and essays, and had be- 
come a tolerably good Surveyor of the Customs. That was all. But, never- 
theless, it is anything but agreeable to be haunted by a suspicion that 
one’s intellect is dwindling away; or exhaling, without your conscious- 
ness, like ether out of a phial ; so that, at every glance, you find a smaller 
and less volatile residuum. Of the fact there could be no doubt; and, 
examining myself and others, I was led to conclusions, in reference to the 
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effect of public office on the character, not very favorable to the mode of 
life in question. In some other form, perhaps, I may hereafter develop 
these effects. Suffice it here to say, that a Custom House officer, of long 
continuance, can hardly be a very praiseworthy or respectable personage, 
for many reasons; one of them, the tenure by which he holds his situ- 
ation, and another, the very nature of his business, which — though, I 
trust, an honest one — is of such a sort that he does not share in the united 
effort of mankind. 

An effect — which I believe to be observable, more or less, in every in- 
dividual who has occupied the position — is, that, while he leans on the 
mighty arm of the Republic, his own proper strength departs from him. 
He loses, in an extent proportioned lo the weakness or force of his original 
nature, the capability of self-support. If he possess an unusual share of 
native energy, or the enervating magic of place do not operate too long 
upon him, his forfeited powers ma} be redeemable. The ejected officer — 
fortunate in the unkindly shove th<«t sends him forth betimes to struggle 
amid a struggling world — may reti rn to himself, and become all that he 
has ever been. But this seldom hap| »ens. He usually keeps his ground just 
long enough for his own ruin, and s then thrust out, with sinews all un- 
strung, to totter along the difficult oot-path of life as he best may. Con- 
scious of his own infirmity, — that his tempered steel and elasticity are 
lost, — he forever afterwards looks wistfully about him in quest of support 
external to himself. His pervading and continual hope — a hallucination 
which, in the face of all discouragement, and making light of impossibili- 
ties, haunts him while he lives, and, I fancy, like the convulsive throes of 
the cholera, torments him for a brief space after death — is that finally, 
and in no long time, by some happy coincidence of circumstances, he shall 
be restored to office. This faith, more than anything else, steals the pith 
and availability out of whatever enterprise he may dream of undertak- 
ing. Why should he toil and moil, and be at so much trouble to pick hini- 
self up out of the mud, when, in a little while hence, the strong arm of his 
Uncle will raise and support him? Why should he work for his living here, 
or go to dig gold in California, when he is so soon to be made happy, al 
monthly intervals, with a little pile of glittering coin out of his Uncle’s 
pocket? It is sadly curious to observe how slight a taste of office suffices 
to infect a poor fellow with this singular disease. Uncle Sam’s gold — 
meaning no disrespect to the worthy old gentleman — has, in this respect, 
a quality of enchantment like that of the Devil’s wages. Whoever touches 
it should look well to himself, or he may find the bargain to go hard 
against him, involving, if not his soul, yet many of its better attributes: 
its sturdy force, its courage and constancy, its truth, its self-reliance, and 
all that gives the emphasis to manly character. 

Here was a fine prospect in the distance! Not that the Surveyc 
brought the lesson home to himself, or admitted that he could be so utter 
ly undone, either by continuance in office or ejectment. Yet my reflections 
were not the most comfortable. I began to grow melancholy and restless; 
continually prying into my mind, to discover which of its poor properties 
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were gone, and what degree of detriment had already accrued to the re* 
mainder. I endeavored to calculate how much longer I could stay in the 
Custom House, and yet go forth a man. To confess the truth, it was my 
greatest apprehension, — as it would never be a measure of policy to turn 
out so quiet an individual as myself, and it being hardly in the nature of 
a public officer to resign, — it was my chief trouble, therefore, that I *..as 
likely to grow gray and decrepit in the Surveyorship, and become much 
such another animal as the old Inspector. Might it not, in the tedious 
l^se of official life that lay before me, finally be with me as it was with 
this venerable friend, — to make the dinner-hour the nucleus of the day, 
and to spend the rest of it, as an old dog spends it, asleep in the sunshine 
or in the shade? A dreary look-forward this, for a man who felt it to be 
the best definition of happiness to live throughout the whole range of his 
faculties and sensibilities! But, all this while, I was giving myself very 
unnecessary alarm. Providence had meditated better things for me than 
I could possibly imagine for myself. 

A remarkable event of the third year of my Surveyorship — to adopt the 
tone of ‘T. P.” — was the election of General Taylor to the Presidency. 
It is essential, in order to a complete estimate of the advantages of offi- 
cial life, to view the incumbent at the incoming of a hostile administra- 
tion. His position is then one of the most singularly irksome, and, in every 
contingency, disagreeable, that a wretched mortal can possibly occupy; 
with seldom an alternative of good, on either hand, although what pre- 
^nts itself to him as the worst event may very probably be the best. But 
it is a strange experience, to a man of pride and sensibility, to know that 
his interests pe within the control of individuals who neither love nor 
understand him, and by whom, since one or the other must needs happen, 
he would rather be injured than obliged. Strange, too, for one who has 
kept his calmness throughout the contest, to observe the blood thirstiness 
that is developed in the hour of triumph, and to be conscious that he is 
himself among its objects! There are few uglier traits of human nature 
thM this tendency — which I now witnessed in men no worse than their 
neighbors — to grow cruel, merely because they possessed the power of in- 
flicting harm. If the guillotine, as applied to office holders, were a literal 
fact instead of one of the most apt of metaphors, it is my sincere belief 
that the active members of the victorious party were sufficiently excited 
to have chopped off all our heads, and have thanked Heaven for the op- 
portunity! It appears to me — who have been a calm and curious ob- 
server, as well in victory as defeat — that this fierce and bitter spirit of 
malice and revenge has never distinguished the many triumphs of my own 
party as it now did that of the Whigs. The Democrats take the offices, as 
a general rule, because they need them, and because the practice of many 
years has made it the law of political warfare, which, unless a different 
system be proclaimed, it were weakness and cowardice to murmur at. 
But the long habit of victory has made them generous. They know how 
to spare, when see occasion; and when they strike, the axe may be 
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sharp, indeed, but its edge is seldom poisoned with ill-will; nor is it their 
custom ignominiously to kick the head which they have just struck off. 

In short, unpleasant as was my predicament, at best, I saw much rea- 
son to congratulate myself that I was on the losing side, rather than the 
triumphant one. If, heretofore, I had been none of the warmest of par- 
tisans, I began now, at this season of peril and adversity, to be pretty 
acutely sensible with which party my predilections lay; nor was it with- 
out something like regret and shame, that, according to a reasonable cal- 
culation of chances, I saw my own prospect of retaining office to be better 
than those of my Democratic brethren. But who can see an inch into 
futurity beyond his nose? My own head was the first that fell ! 

The moment when a man's head drops off is seldom or never, I am in- 
clined to think, precisely the most agreeable of his life. Nevertheless, like 
the greater part of our misfortune >, even so serious a contingency brings 
its remedy and consolation with it if the sufferer will but make the best, 
rather than the worst, of the accident which has befallen him. In my par- 
ticular case, the consolatory topic* were close at hand, and, indeed, had 
suggested themselves to my medibdions a considerable time before it was 
requisite to use them. In view of my previous weariness of office, and 
vague thoughts of resignation, m} fortune somewhat resembled that of 
a person who should entertain ai idea of committing suicide, and, al- 
though beyond his hopes, meet with the good hap to be murdered. In the 
Custom House, as before in the C)ld Manse, I had spent three years; a 
term long enough to rest a weary brain; long enough to break off old in- 
tellectual habits and make room for new ones; long enough, and too long, 
to have lived in an unnatural state, doing what was really of no ad- 
vantage nor delight to any human being, and withholding myself from 
toil that would, at least, have stilled an unquiet impulse in me. Then, 
moreover, as regarded his unceremonious ejectment, the late Surveyor 
was not altogether ill-pleased to be recognized by the Whigs as an enemy; 
since his inactivity in political affairs — his tendency to roam, at will, in 
that broad and quiet field where all mankind may meet, rather than con- 
fine himself to those narrow paths where brethren of the same household 
must diverge from one another — had sometimes made it questionable 
with his brother Democrats whether he was a friend. Now, after he had 
won the crown of martyrdom (though with no longer a head to wear it 
on), the point might be looked upon as settled. Finally, little heroic as he 
was, it seemed more decorous to be overthrown in the downfall of the 
party with which he had been content to stand, than to remain a forlorn 
survivor, when so many worthier men were falling ; and, at last, after sub- 
sisting for four years on the mercy of a hostile administration, to be com- 
pelled then to define his position anew, and claim the yet more humiliat- 
ing mercy of a friendly one. 

Meanwhile the press had taken up my affair, and kept me, for a week 
or two, careering through the public prints, in my decapitated state, like 
Irving's Headless Horseman; ghastly and grim, and longing to be buried, 
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as a politically dead man ought. So much for my figurative sell. The real 
human being, all this time with his head safely on his shoulders, had 
brought himself to the comfortable conclusion that everything was for 
the best; and, making an investment in ink, paper, and steel-pens, had 
opened his long-disused writing-desk, and was again a literary man. 

Now it was that the lucubrations of my ancient predecessor, Mr. Su' - 
veyor Pue, came into play. Rusty through long idleness, some little space 
was requisite before my intellectual machinery could be brought to work 
upon the tale, with an effect in any degree satisfactory. Even yet, though 
my thoughts were ultimately much absorbed in the task, it wears, to my 
eye a stern and sombre aspect; too much ungladdened by genial sun- 
shine; too little revealed by the tender and familiar influences which 
soften almost every scene of nature ana real life, and, undoubtedly, 
should soften every picture of them. This uncaptivating effect is perhaps 
due to the period of hardly accomplished revolution, and still seething 
turmoil, in which the story shaped itself. It is no indication, however, of 
a lack of cheerfulness in the writer’s mind; for he was happier, while 
straying through the gloom of these sunless fantasies, than at any time 
since he had quitted the Old Manse. Some of the briefer articles, which 
contribute to make up the volume, have likewise been written since my 
involuntary withdrawal from the toils and honors of public life, and the 
remainder are gleaned from annuals and magazines of such antique date 
that they have gone round the circle, and come back to novelty again. ^ 
Keeping up the metaphor of the political guillotine, the whole may be 
considered as the Posthumous Papers of a Decapitated Surveyor; 
and the sketch which I am now bringing to a close, it too autobiographi' 
cal for a modest person to publish in his lifetime, will readily be excused 
in a gentleman who writes from beyond the grave. Peace be with all the 
world! My blessing on my friends! My forgiveness to my enemies! For I 
am in the realm of quiet! 

The life of the Custom House lies like a dream behind me. The old In- 
spector, — who, by the by, I regret to say, was overthrown and killed by 
a horse, some time ago; else he would certainly have lived forever, — he. 
and all those other venerable personages who sat with him at the receipt 
of custom, are but shadows in my view; white-headed and wrinkled 
images, which my fancy used to sport with, and has now flung aside for- 
ever. The merchants, — Pingree, Phillips, Shepard, Upton, Kimball, 
Bertram, Hunt, — these, and many other names, which had such a classic 
familiarity for my ear six months ago, — these men of traffic, who seemed 
to occupy so important a position in the world, — ^how little time has it re- 
quired to disconnect me from them all, not merely in act, but recollec- 
tion! It is with an effort that I recall the figures and appellations of these 
few. Soon, likewise, my old native town will loom upon me through the 
haze of memory, a mist brooding over and around it; as if it were no 

^At the time of writing this article, the author intended to publish, along with 
The Scarlet Letter, several shorter tales and sketches These it has been thought 
advisable to defer. 
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portion of the real earth, but an overgrown village in cloud-land, wkh 
only imaginary inhabitants to people its wooden houses, and walk its 
homely lanes, and the unpicturesque prolixity of its main street. Hence- 
forth it ceases to be a reality of my life. I am a citizen of somewhere else. 
My good townspeople will not much regret me; for — though it has been 
as dear an object as any, in my literary efforts, to be of some importance 
in their eyes, and to win myself a pleasant memory in this abode and 
burial-place of so many of my forefathers — there has never been, for me, 
the genial atmosphere which a literary man requires, in order to ripen the 
best harvest of his mind. I shall do better amongst other faces; and these 
familiar ones, it need hardly be said, will do just as well without me. 

It may be, however, — oh, transporting and triumphant thought! — 
that the great-grandchildren of the present race may sometimes think 
kindly of the scribbler of bygone days, when the antiquary of days to 
come, among the sites memorable in the town’s history, shall r>»oirt out 
the locality of The Town Pump! 
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The Prison-Door 

A THRONG of bearded men, in sad-colored garments, and gray, steeple- 
crowned hats, intermixed with women, some wearing hoods and others 
bareheaded, was assembled in front of a wooden edifice, the door of which 
was heavily timbered with oak, and studded with iron spikes. 

The founders of a new colony, whatever Utopia of human virtue and 
happiness they might originally project, have invariably recognized it 
among their earliest practical necessities to allot a portion of the virgin 
soil as a cemetery, and another portion as the site of a prison. In accord- 
ance with this rule, it may safely be assumed that the forefathers of Bos- 
ton had built the first prison-house somewhere in the vicinity of Cornhill, 
almost as seasonably as they marked out the first burial-ground, on Isaac 
Johnson’s lot, and round about his grave, which subsequently became the 
nucleus of all the congregated sepulchres in the old churchyard of King’s 
Chapel. Certain it is, that, some fifteen or twenty years after the settle- 
ment of the town, the wooden jail was already marked with weather- 
stains and other indications of age, which gave a yet darker aspect to its 
beetle-browed and gloomy front. The rust on the ponderous iron-work of 
its oaken door looked more antique than anything else in the New World. 
Like all that pertains to crime, it seemed never to have known a youth- 
ful era. Before this ugly edifice, and between it and the wheel-track of the 
street, was a grass-plot, much overgrown with burdock, pigweed, apple- 
peru, and such unsightly vegetation, which evidently found something 
congenial in the soil that had so early borne the black flower of civilized 
society, a prison. But, on one side of the portal, and rooted almost at the 
threshold, was a wild rose-bush, covered, in this month of June, with its 
delicate gems, which might be imagined to offer their fragrance and 
fragile beauty to the prisoner as he went in, and to the condemned crim- 
inal as he came forth to his doom, in token that the deep heart of Na- 
ture could pity and be kind to him. 

This rose-bush, by a strange chance, has been kept alive in history; but 
whether it had merely survived out of the stern old wilderness, so long 
after the fall of the gigantic pines and oaks that originally overshadowed 
it, — or whether, as there is fair authority for believing, it had sprung up 
under the footsteps of the sainted Anne Hutchinson, as she entered the 
prison-door, — ^we shall not take upon us to determine. Finding it so di- 

II2 
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rectly on the threshold of our narrative, which is now about to issue from 
that inauspicious portal, we could hardly do otherwise than pluck one ol 
its flowers, and present it to the reader. It may serve, let us hope, to sym- 
bolize some sweet moral blossom, that may be found along the track, or 
relieve the darkening close of a tale of human frailty and sorrow. 


II 

The Market-Place 

I'he grass-plot before the jail, in Pdson Lane, on a certain summer morn- 
ing, not less than two centuries ag< , was occupied by a pretty large num- 
ber of the inhabitants of Boston, <tll with their eyes intently fastened on 
the iron-clamped oaken door. Amo igst any other population, or at a later 
period in the history of New Engbnd, the grim rigidity that petrified the 
bearded physiognomies of these good people would have augured some 
awful business in hand. It could have betokened nothing short of the an- 
ticipated execution of some noted culprit, on whom the sentence of a legal 
tribunal had been confirmed the verdict of public sentiment. But, in that 
early severity of the Puritan character, an inference of this kind could 
not so indubitably be drawn. It might be that a sluggish bond-servant, or 
an undutiful child, whom his parents had given over to the civil author- 
ity, was to be corrected at the whipping-post. It might be, that an Anti- 
nomian, a Quaker, or other heterodox religionist was to be scourged out 
of the town, or an idle and vagrant Indian, whom the white man’s fire- 
water had made riotous about the streets, was to be driven with stripes 
into the shadow of the forest. It might be, too, that a witch, like old Mis- 
tress Hibbins, the bitter-tempered widow of the magistrate, was to die 
upon the gallows. In either case, there was very much the same solemnity 
of demeanor on the part of the spectators; as befitted a people amongst 
whom religion and law were almost identical, and in whose character both 
were so thoroughly interfused, that the mildest and the severest acts of 
public discipline were alike made venerable and awful. Meagre, indeed, 
and cold was the sympathy that a transgressor might look foi from such 
by-standers, at the scaffold. On the other hand, a penalty, which, in our 
days, would infer a degree of mocking infamy and ridicule, might then be 
invested with almost as stern a dignity as the punishment of death itself. 

It was a circumstance to be noted, on the summer morning when our 
story begins its course, that the women, of whom there were several in 
the crowd, appeared to take a peculiar interest in whatever penal inflic- 
\ion might be expected to ensue. The age had not so much refinement, 
that any sense of impropriety restrained the wearers of petticoat and 
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farthingale from stepping forth into the public ways, and wedging their 
not unsubstantial persons, if occasion were, into the throng nearest to 
the scaffold at an execution. Morally, as well as materially, there was a 
coarser fibre in those wives and maidens of old English birth and breed- 
ing, than in their fair descendants, separated from them by a series of six 
or seven generations; for, throughout that chain of ancestry, every suc^s- 
sive mother has transmitted to her child a fainter bloom, a more delicate 
and briefer beauty, and a slighter physical frame, if not a character of 
less force and solidity, than her own. The women who were now standing 
about the prison-door stood within less than half a century of the period 
when the man-like Elizabeth had been the not altogether unsuitable rep- 
resentative of the sex. They were her countrywomen; and the beef and 
ale of their native land, with a moral diet not a whit more refined, entered 
largely into their composition. The bright morning sun, therefore, shone 
on broad shoulders and well-developed busts, and on round and ruddy 
cheeks, that had ripened in the far-off island, and had hardly yet grown 
paler or thinner in the atmosphere of New England. There was, moreover, 
a boldness and rotundity of speech among these matrons, as most of them 
seemed to be, that would startle us at the present day, whether in respect 
to its purport or its volume of tone. 

“Goodwives,” said a hard-featured dame of fifty, ^Tll tell ye a piece of 
my mind. It would be greatly for the public behoof, if we women, being of 
mature age and church-members in good repute, should have the hand^ 
ling of such malefactresses as this Hester Prynne. What think ye, gos- 
sips? If the hussy stood up for judgment before us five, that are now here 
in a knot together, would she come off with such a sentence as the wor- 
shipful magistrates have awarded? Marry, I trow not ! 

“People say,’^ said another, “that the Reverend Master Dimmesdale, 
her godly pastor, takes it very grievously to heart that such a scandal 
should have come upon his congregation.’^ 

“The magistrates are God-fearing gentlemen, but merciful overmuch, 
— that is a truth,” added a third autumnal matron. “At the very least, 
they should have put the brand of a hot iron on Hester Prynne’s fore- 
head. Madam Hester would have winced at that, I warrant me. But she, 
— the haughty baggage, — ^little will she care what they put upon the 
bodice of her gown! Why, look you, she may cover it with a brooch, or 
such like heathenish adornment, and so walk the streets as brave as 
ever!” 

“Ah, but,” interposed, more softly, a young wife, holding a child by 
the hand, “let her cover the mark as she will, the pang of it will be always 
in her heart.” 

“What do we talk of marks and brands, whether on the bodice of her 
gown, or the flesh of her forehead?” cried another female, the ugliest as 
well as the most pitiless of these self-constituted judges. “This woman has 
brought shame upon us all, and ought to die. Is there not law for it? 
Truly, there is, both in the Scripture and the statute-book. Then let the 
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magistrates, who have made it of no effect, thank themselves if their owi 
wives and daughters go astray! ’’ 

“Mercy on us, goodwife,” exclaimed a man in the crowd, “is there no 
virtue in woman, save what springs from a wholesome fear of the gallows? 
That is the hardest word yet! Hush, now gossips! for the lock is turning 
in the prison-door, and here comes Mistress Prynne herself.’’ 

The door of the jail being flung open from within, there appeared, in 
the first place, like a black shadow emerging into sunshine, the grim and 
grisly presence of the town-beadle, with a sword by his side, and his staff 
of office in his hand. This personage prefigured and represented in his as- 
pect the whole dismal severity of ihe Puritanic code of law, which it was 
his business to administer in its tinal and closest application to the of- 
fender. Stretching forth the official staff in his left hand, he laid his right 
upon the shoulder of a young won an, whom he thus drew forward; until, 
on the threshold of the prison-doci she repelled him, by an action marked 
with natural dignity and force of c laracter, and stepped into the open air, 
as if by her own free will. She bo»e in her arms a child, a baby of some 
three months old, who winked an 1 turned aside its little face from the 
too vivid light of day; because it existence, heretofore, had brought it 
acquainted only with the gray twi ight of a dungeon, or other darksome 
apartment of the prison. 

When the young woman — the mother of this child — stood fully re- 
vealed before the crowd, it seemed to be her first impulse to clasp the in- 
fant closely to her bosom; not so much by an impulse of motherly affec- 
tion, as that she might thereby conceal a certain token, which was 
wrought or fastened into her dress In a moment, however, wisely judging 
that one token of her shame would but poorly serve to hide another, she 
took the baby on her arm, and, with a burning blush, and yet a haughty 
smile, and a glance that would not be abashed, looked around at her 
townspeople and neighbors. On the breast of her gown, in fine red cloth, 
surrounded with an elaborate embroidery and fantastic flourishes of gold- 
thread, appeared the letter A. It was so artistically done, and with so 
much fertility and gorgeous luxuriance of fancy, that it had all the effect 
of a last and fitting decoration to the apparel which she wore; and which 
was of a splendor in accordance with the taste of the age, but greatly be- 
yond what was allowed by the sumptuary regulations of the colony. 

The young woman was tall, with a figure of perfect elegance on a large 
scale. She had dark and abundant hair, so glossy that it threw off the sun- 
shine with a gleam, and a face which, besides being beautiful from regu- 
larity of feature and richness of complexion, had the impressiveness be- 
longing to a marked brow and deep black eyes. She was lady-like, too, 
after the manner of the feminine gentility of those days; characterized 
by a certain state and dignity, rather than by the delicate, evanescent, 
and indescribable grace, which is now recognized as its indication. And 
never had Hester Prynne appeared more lady-like, in the antique inter- 
pretation of the term, than as she issued from the prison. Those who had 
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before known her, and had expected to behold her dimmed and obscured 
by a disastrous cloud, were astonished, and even startled, to perceive how 
her beauty shone out, and made a halo of the misfortune and ignominy 
in which she was envdoped. It may be true, that, to a sensitive observer, 
there was something exquisitely painful in it. Her attire, which, indeed, 
she had wrought for the occasion, in prison, and had modelled much af^ tr 
her own fancy, seemed to express the attitude of her spirit, the desperate 
recklessness of her mood, by its wild and picturesque peculiarity. But the 
point which drew all eyes, and, as it were, transfigured the wearer, — so 
that both men and women, who had been familiarly acquainted with 
Hester Prynne, were now impressed as if they beheld her for the first 
time, — was that Scarlet Letter, so fantastically embroidered and il- 
luminated upon her bosom. It had the effect of a spell, taking her out 
of the ordinary relations with humanity, and enclosing her in a sphere by 
herself. 

“She hath good skill at her needle, that’s certain,” remarked one of her 
female spectators; “but did ever a woman, before this brazen huzzy, con- 
trive su^ a way of showing it I Why, gossips, what is it but to laugh in 
the faces of our godly magistrates, and make a pride out of what they, 
worthy gentlemen, meant for a punishment?” 

“It were well,” muttered the most iron-visaged of the old dames, “if 
we stripped Madam Hester’s rich gown off her dainty shoulders ; and as 
for the red letter, which she hath stitched so curiously. I’ll bestow a rag 
of mine own rheumatic flannel, to make a fitter one ! ” 

“Oh, peace, neighbors, peace!” whispered their youngest companion; 
“do not let her hear you! Not a stitch in that embroidered letter, but she 
has felt it in her heart.” 

The grim beadle now made a gesture with his staff. 

“Make way, good people, make way, in the King’s name!” cried he. 
“Open a passage; and, I promise ye. Mistress Prynne shall be set where 
man, woman, and child may have a fair sight of her brave apparel, from 
this time till an hour past meridian. A blessing on the righteous Colony 
of the Massachusetts, where iniquity is dragged out into the sunshine! 
Come along. Madam Hester, and show your scarlet letter in the market- 
place!” 

A lane was forthwith opened through the crowd of spectators. Preceded 
by the beadle, and attended by an irregular procession of stern-browed 
men and unkindly visaged women, Hester Prynne set forth towards thr* 
place appointed for her punishment. A crowd of eager and curious school* 
boys, understanding little of the matter in hand, except that it gave them 
a half-holiday, ran before her progress, turning their heads continually ta 
stare into her face, and at the winking baby in her arms, and at the ig- 
nominious letter on her breast. It was no great distance, in those days, 
from the prison-door to the market-place. Measured by the prisoner’s ex* 
perience, however, it might be reckoned a journey of some length; for, 
haughty as her demeanor was, she perchance underwent an agony from 
every footstep of those that thronged to see her, as if her heart had been 
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flung into the street for them all to spurn and trample upon. In our na- 
ture, however, there is a provision, alike marvellous and merciful, that 
the sufferer should never know the intensity of what he endures by its 
present torture, but chiefly by the pang that rankles after it. With almost 
a serene deportment, therefore, Hester Prynne passed through this por- 
tion of her ordeal, and came to a sort of scaffold, at the western extremity 
of the market-place. It stood nearly beneath the eaves of Boston’s earliest 
church, and appeared to be a fixture there. 

In fact, this scaffold constituted a portion of a penal machine, which 
now, for two or three generations past, has been merely historical and 
traditionary among us, but was held, in the old time, to be as effectual an 
agent, in the promotion of good citizenship, as ever was the guillotine 
among the terrorists of France. It was, in short, the platform of the pil- 
lory; and above it rose the framework of that instrument of dis('ipline, so 
fashioned as to confine the human head in its tight grasp, and thus hold- 
ing it up to the public gaze. The very ideal of ignominy was embodied and 
made manifest in this contrivance >f wood and iron. There can be no out- 
rage, methinks, against our comme n nature, — whatever be the delinquen- 
cies of the individual, — no outrage more flagrant than to forbid the cul- 
prit to hide his face for shame; as it was the essence of this punishment to 
do. In Hester Prynne’s instance, nowever, as not unfrequently in other 
cases, her sentence bore, that she should stand a certain time upon the 
platform, but without undergoing that gripe about the neck and confine- 
ment of the head, the proneness to which was the most devilish charac- 
teristic of this ugly engine. Knowing well her part, she ascended a flight 
of wooden steps, and was thus displayed to the surrounding multitude, at 
about the height of a man’s shoulders above the street. 

Had there been a Papist among the crowd of Puritans, he might have 
seen in this beautiful woman, so picturesque in her attire and mien, and 
with the infant at her bosom, an object to remind him of the image of Di- 
vine Maternity, which so many illustrious painters have vied with one an 
other to represent; something which should remind him, indeed, but only 
by contrast, of that sacred image of sinless motherhood, whose infant was 
to redeem the world. Here, there was the taint of deepest sin in the most 
sacred quality of human life, working such effect, that the world was only 
the darker for this woman’s beauty, and the more lost for the infant that 
she had borne. 

The scene was not without a mixture of awe, such as must always in- 
vest the spectacle of guilt and shame in a fellow-creature, before society 
shall have grown corrupt enough to smile, instead of shuddering, at it. 
The witnesses of Hester Prynne’s disgrace had not yet passed beyond their 
simplicity. They were stern enough to look upon her death, had that been 
the sentence, without a murmur at its severity, but had none of the heart- 
lessness of another social state, which would find only a theme for jest in 
an exhibition like the present. Even had there been a disposition to turn 
the matter into ridicule, it must have been repressed and overpowered by 
the solemn presence of men no less dignified than the Governor, and sev^ 
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eral of his counsellors, a judge, a general and the ministers of the town ; all 
of whom sat or stood in a balcony of the meeting-house, looking down 
upon the platform. When such personages could constitute a part of the 
i^ctacle, without risking the majesty or reverence of rank and office, it 
was safely to be inferred that the infliction of a legal sentence would have 
an earnest and effectual meaning. Accordingly, the crowd was sombre and 
grave. The unhappy culprit sustained herself as best a woman might, 
under the heavy weight of a thousand unrelenting eyes, all fastened 
upon her, and concentrated at her bosom. It was almost intolerable to be 
borne. Of an impulsive and passionate nature, she had fortified herself to 
encounter the stings and venomous stabs of public contumely, wreaking 
itself in every variety of insult; but there was a quality so much more 
terrible in the solemn mood of the popular mind, that she longed rather to 
behold all those rigid countenances contorted with scornful merriment, 
and herself the object. Had a roar of laughter burst from the multitude, — 
each man, each woman, each little shrill-voiced child, contributing their 
individual parts, — Hester Prynne might have repaid them all with a bit- 
ter and disdainful smile. But, under the leaden infliction which it was her 
doom to endure, she felt, at moments, as if she must needs shriek out with 
the full power of her lungs, and cast herself from the scaffold down upon 
the ground, or else go mad at once. 

Yet there were intervals when the whole scene, in which she was the 
most conspicuous object, seemed to vanish from her eyes, or, at least, 
glimmered indistinctly before them, like a mass of imperfectly shaped and 
spectral images. Her mind, and especially her memory, was preternatural- 
ly active, and kept bringing up other scenes than this roughly hewn street 
of a little town, on the edge of the Western wilderness; other faces than 
were lowering upon her from beneath the brims of those steeple-crowned 
hats. Reminiscences the most trifling and immaterial, passages of infancy 
and school-days, sports, childish quarrels, and the little domestic traits of 
her maiden years, came swarming back upon her, intermingled with rec- 
oUections of whatever was gravest in her subsequent life; one picture pre- 
cisely as vivid as another; as if all were of similar importance, or all alike 
a play. Possibly, it was an instinctive device of her spirit, to relieve itself, 
by the exhibition of these phantasmagoric forms, from the cruel weight 
and hardness of the reality. 

Be that as it might, the scaffold of the pillory was a point of view that 
revealed to Hester Prynne the entire track along which she had been 
treading since her happy infancy. Standing on that miserable eminence, 
she saw again her native village, in Old England, and her paternal home ; 
a decayed house of gray stone, with a poverty-stricken aspect, but retain- 
ing a half-obliterated shield of arms over the portal, in token of antique 
gentility. She saw her father’s face, with its bald brow, and reverend 
white beard, that flowed over the old-fashioned Elizabethan ruff; her 
mother’s, too, with the look of heedful and anxious love which it always 
wore in her remembrance, and which, even since her death, had so often 
laid the impediment of a gentle remonstrance in her daughter’s pathway. 
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She saw her own face, glowing with girlish beauty, and illuminating all 
the interior of the dusky mirror in which she had been wont to gaze at it 
There she beheld another countenance, of a man well stricken in years, a 
pale, thin, scholar-like visage, with eyes dim and bleared by the lamplight 
that had served them to pore over many ponderous books. Yet those same 
bleared optics had a strange, penetrating power, when it was their owner’s 
purpose to read the human soul. This figure of the study and the cloister, 
as Hester Prynne’s womanly fancy failed not to recall, was slightly de- 
formed, with the left shoulder a trifle higher than the right. Next rose be- 
fore her, in memory’s picture-gallery, the intricate and narrow thorough- 
fares, the tall, gray houses, the huge cathedrals, and the public edifices, 
ancient in date and quaint in architecture, of a Continental city; where 
a new life had awaited her, still in c mnection with the missliapen scholar ; 
a new life, but feeding itself on tine-worn materials, like a tuft of green 
moss on a crumbling wall. Lastly, in lieu of these shifting scenes, came 
back the rude market-place of the 'uritan settlement, with all the towns- 
people assembled and levelling th* ir stern regards at Hester Prynne, — 
yes, at herself, — who stood on the caffold of the pillory, an infant on her 
arm, and the letter A, in scarlet, fantastically embroidered v/ith gold- 
thread, upon her bosom! 

Could it be true? She clutched the child so fiercely to her breast, that 
it sent forth a cry; she turned her eves downward at the scarlet letter, and 
even touched it with her finger, to assure herself that the infant and the 
shame were real. Yes! — these were her realities, — all else had vanished' 


III 

The Recognition 

From this intense consciousness of being the object of severe and univer- 
sal observation, the wearer of the scarlet letter was at length relieved, by 
discerning, on the outskirts of the crowd, a figure which irresistibly took 
possession of her thoughts. An Indian, in his native garb, was standing 
there; but the red men were not so infrequent visitors of the English set- 
tlements, that one of them would have attracted any notice from Hester 
Prynne at such a time; much less would he have excluded all other ob- 
jects and ideals from her mind. By the Indian’s side, and evidently sus- 
taining a companionship with him, stood a white man, clad in a strange 
disarray of civilized and savage costume. 

He was small in stature, with a furrowed visage, which, as yet, could 
hardly be termed aged. There was a remarkable intelligence in his fea- 
tures, as of a person who had so cultivated his mental part that it could 
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not fail to mould the physical to itself, and become manifest by unmistak- 
able tokens. Although, by a seemingly careless arrangement of his hetero- 
geneous garb, he had endeavored to conceal or abate the peculiarity, it 
was sufficiently evident to Hester Prynne that one of this man’s shoulders 
rose higher than the other. Again, at the first instant of perceiving that 
thin visage, and the slight deformity of the figure, she pressed her iniant 
to her bosom with so convulsive a force that the poor babe uttered another 
cry of pain. But the mother did not seem to hear it. 

At his arrival in the market-place, and some time before she saw him, 
the stranger had bent his eyes on Hester Prynne. It was carelessly, at first, 
like a man chiefly accustomed to look inward, and to whom external mat- 
ters are of little value and import, unless they bear relation to something 
within his mind. Very soon, however, his look became keen and penetra- 
tive. A writhing horror twisted itself across his features, like a snake glid- 
ing swiftly over them, and making one little pause, with all its wreathed 
intervolutions in open sight. His face darkened with some powerful emo- 
tion, which, nevertheless, he so instantaneously controlled by an effort of 
his will, that, save at a single moment, its expression might have passed 
for calmness. After a brief space, the convulsion grew almost impercep- 
tible, and finally subsided into the depths of his nature. When he found 
the eyes of Hester Prynne fastened on his own, and saw that she appeared 
to recognize him, he slowly and calmly raised his finger, made a gesture 
with it in the air, and laid it on his lips. 

Then, touching the shoulder of a townsman who stood next to him, he 
addressed him, in a formal and courteous manner. 

pray you, good Sir,” said he, “who is this woman? — and wherefore 
is she here set up to public shame?” 

“You must needs be a stranger in this region, friend,” answered the 
townsman, looking curiously at the questioner and his savage companion, 
“else you would surely have heard of Mistress Hester Prynne, and her 
evil doings. She hath raised a great scandal, I promise you, in godly Mas- 
ter Dimmesdale’s church.” 

“You say truly,” replied the other. “I am a stranger, and have been a 
wanderer, sorely against my will. I have met with grievous mishaps by 
sea and land, and have been long held in bonds among the heathen-folk, 
to the southward ; and am now brought hither by this Indian to be re- 
deemed out of my captivity. Will it please you, therefore, to tell me of 
Hester Prynne ’s, — have I her name rightly? — of this woman’s offences, 
and what has brought her to yonder scaffold?” 

“Truly, friend; and methinks it must gladden your heart, after your 
troubles and sojourn in the wilderness,” said the townsman, “to find your- 
self, at length, in a land where iniquity is searched out, and punished in 
the sight of rulers and people, as here in our godly New England. Yonder 
woman. Sir, you must know, was the wife of a certain learned man, Eng- 
lish by birth, but who had long dwelt in Amsterdam, whence, some good 
time agone, he was minded to cross over and cast in his lot with us of the 
Massachusetts. To this purpose, he sent his wife before him, remaining 
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himself to look after some necessary affairs. Marry, good Sir, in some two 
years, or less, that the woman has been a dweller here in Boston, no tid- 
ings have come of this learned gentleman. Master Prynne; and his young 
wife, look you, being left to her own misguidance’^ — 

^^Ah! — aha! — I conceive you,” said the stranger with a bitter smile. 
‘^So learned a man as you speak of should have learned this too in his 
books. And who, by your favor. Sir, may be the father of yonder babe — 
it is some three or four months old, I should judge — which Mistress 
Prynne is holding in her arms?” 

^^Of a truth, friend, that matter remaineth a riddle; and the Daniel 
who shall expound it is yet a-wanting,” answered the townsman. '‘Madam 
Hester absolutely refuseth to speat, and the magistrates have laid their 
heads together in vain. Peradventu e the guilty one stands looking on at 
this sad spectacle, unknown of mao, and forgetting that God sees him.” 

“The learned man,” observed the stranger, with another smile, “should 
come himself, to look into the myste y.” 

“It behooves him well, if he be s ill in life,” responded the townsman. 
“Now, good Sir, our Massachusetts magistracy, bethinking themselves 
that this woman is youthful and fais , and doubtless was strongly tempted 
to her fall, — and that, moreover, as is most likely, her husband may be at 
the bottom of the sea, — they have not been bold to put in force the ex- 
tremity of our righteous law against her. The penalty thereof is death. 
But in their great mercy and tenderness of heart, they have doomed Mis- 
tress Prynne to stand only a space of three hours on the platform of the 
pillory, and then and thereafter, for the remainder of her natural life, to 
wear a mark of shame upon her bosom.” 

“A wise sentence!” remarked the stranger, gravely bowing his head. 
“Thus she will be a living sermon against sin, until the ignominious letter 
be engraved upon her tombstone. It irks me, nevertheless, that the part- 
ner of her iniquity should not, at least, stand on the scaffold by her side. 
But he will be known ! — he will be known ! — he will be known 1 ” 

He bowed courteously to the communicative townsman, and, whisper- 
ing a few words to his Indian attendant, they both made their way 
through the crowd. 

While this passed, Hester Prynne had been standing on her pedestal, 
still with a fixed gaze towards the stranger; so fixed a gaze, that, at mo- 
ments of intense absorption, all other objects in the visible world seemed 
to vanish, leaving only him and her. Such an interview, perhaps, would 
have been more terrible than even to meet him as she now did, with the 
hot, mid-day sun burning down upon her face, and lighting up its shame ; 
with the scarlet token of infamy on her breast; with the sin-born infant in 
her arms; with a whole people, drawn forth, as to a festival, staring at the 
features that should have been seen only in the quiet gleam of the fireside, 
in the happy shadow of a home, or beneath a matronly veil, at church. 
Dreadful as it was, she was conscious of a shelter in the presence of these 
thousand witnesses. It was better to stand thus, with so many betwixt him 
and her, than to greet him, face to face, they two alone. She fled for ref- 
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uge, as it were, to the public exposure, and dreaded the moment when its 
protection should be withdrawn from her. Involved in these thoughts, she 
scarcely heard a voice behind her, until it had repeated her name more 
than once, in a loud and solemn tone, audible to the whole multitude. 

^^Hearken unto me, Hester Pr3mne! ’’ said the voice. 

It has already been noticed, that directly over the platform on which 
Hester Pr3nine stood was a kind of balcony, or open gallery, appended to 
the meeting-house. It was the place whence proclamations were wont to 
be made, amidst an assemblage of the magistracy, with all the ceremonial 
that attended such public observances in those days. Here, to witness the 
scene which we are describing, sat Governor Bellingham himself, with 
four sergeants about his chair, bearing halberds, as a guard of honor. He 
wore a dark feather in his hat, a border of embroidery on his cloak, and a 
black velvet tunic beneath ; a gentleman advanced in years, with a hard 
experience written in his wrinkles. He was not ill fitted to be the head and 
representative of a community, which owed its origin and progress, and 
its present state of development, not to the impulses of youth, but to the 
stern and tempered energies of manhood, and the sombre sagacity of age; 
accomplishing so much, precisely because it imagined and hoped so little. 
The other eminent characters, by whom the chief ruler was surrounded, 
were distinguished by a dignity of mien, belonging to a period when the 
forms of authority were felt to possess the sacredness of Divine institu- 
tions. They were, doubtless, good men, just, and sage. But, out of the 
whole human family, it would not have been easy to select the same num- 
ber of wise and virtuous persons, who should be less capable of sitting in 
judgment on an erring woman's heart, and disentangling its mesh of good 
and evil, than the sages of rigid aspect towards whom Hester Prynne now 
turned her face. She seemed conscious, indeed, that whatever sympathy 
she might expect lay in the larger and warmer heart of the multitude; for, 
as she lifted her eyes towards the balcony, the unhappy woman grew pale 
and trembled. 

The voice which had called her attention was that of the reverend and 
famous John Wilson, the eldest clergyman of Boston, a great scholar, like 
most of his contemporaries in the profession, and withal a man of kind 
and genial spirit. This last attribute, however, had been less carefully de- 
veloped than his intellectual gifts, and was, in truth, rather a matter of 
shame than self-congratulation with him. There he stood, with a border 
of grizzled locks beneath his skull-cap; while his gray eyes, accustomed 
to the shaded light of his study, were winking, like those of Hester's in- 
fant, in the unadulterated sunshine. He looked like the darkly engraved 
portraits which we see prefixed to old volume of sermons; and had no 
more right than one of those portraits would have to step forth, as he now 
did, and meddle with a question of human guilt, passion, and anguish. 

^^Hester Prynne," said the clergyman, “I have striven with my young 
brother here, under whose preaching of the word you have been privileged 
to sit, -here Mr. Wilson laid his hand on the shoulder of a pale young 
man beside him, “I have sought, I say« to persuade this godly youth, 
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that he should deal with you, here in the face of Heaven and before these 
wise and upright rulers, and in hearing of all the people, as touching the 
vileness and blackness of your sin. Knowing your natural temper better 
than I, he could the better judge what arguments to use, whether of ten- 
derness or terror, such as might prevail over your hardness and obstinacy; 
insomuch that you should no longer hide the name of him who tempted 
you to this grievous fall. But he opposes to me (with a young man’s over- 
softness, albeit wise beyond his years) that it were wronging the very na- 
ture of woman to force her to lay open her heart’s secrets in such broad 
daylight, and in presence of so great a multitude. Truly, as I sought to 
convince him, the shame lay in the commission of the sin, and not in the 
showing of it forth. What say you to it, once again, Brother Dimmesdale? 
Must it be thou, or I, that shall dea; with this poor sinner’s soul?* 

There was a murmur among the dignified and reverend occupants of the 
balcony; and Governor Bellinghan gave expression to its purport, speak- 
ing in an authoritative voice, althoj igh tempered with respect towards the 
youthful clergyman whom he addressed. 

^‘Good Master Dimmesdale,” sa d he, ^The responsibility of this wom- 
an’s soul lies greatly with you. It b< hooves you, therefore, to exhort her to 
repentance, and to confession, as a j>roof and consequence thereof.” 

The directness of this appeal drew the eyes of the whole crowd upon 
the Reverend Mr. Dimmesdale; a young clergyman, who had come from 
one of the great English universities, bringing all the learning of the age 
into our wild forest-land. His eloquence and religious fervor had already 
given the earnest of high eminence in his profession. He was a person ot 
very striking aspect, with a white, lofty, and impending brow, large, 
brown, melancholy eyes, and a mouth which, unless when he forcibly 
compressed it, was apt to be tremulous, expressing both nervous sensibil- 
ity and a vast power of self-restraint. Notwithstanding his high native 
gifts and scholar-like attainments, there was an air about this young min- 
ister, — an apprehensive, a startled, a half-frightened look, — as of a being 
who felt himself quite astray and at a loss in the pathway of human exis- 
tence, and could only be at ease in some seclusion of his own. Therefore, 
so far as his duties would permit, he trod in the shadowy by-paths, and 
thus kept himself simple and childlike; coming forth, when occasion was, 
with a freshness, and fragrance, and dev^y purity of thought, which, as 
many people said, affected them like the speech of an angel. 

Such was the young man whom the Reverend Mr. Wilson and the Gov- 
ernor had introduced so openly to the public notice, bidding him speak, in 
the hearing of all men, to that mystery of a woman’s soul, so sacred even 
in its pollution. The trying nature of his position drove the blood from 
his cheek, and made his lips tremulous. 

“Speak to the woman, my brother,” said Mr. Wilson. “It is of moment 
to her soul, and therefore, as the worshipful Governor says, momentous to 
thine own, in whose charge hers is. Exhort her to confess the truth! ” 

The Reverend Mr. Dimmesdale bent his head, in silent prayer, as it 
seemed, and then came forward. 
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‘‘Hester Prynne/^ said he, leaning over the balcony and looking down 
steadfastly into her eyes, “thou hearest what this good man says, and 
seest the accountability under which I labor. If thou feelest it to be for 
thy soul’s peace, and that thy earthly punishment will thereby be made 
more effectual to salvation, I charge thee to speak out the name of thy 
fellow-sinner and fellow-sufferer! Be not silent from any mistaken pity 
and tenderness for him; for, believe me, Hester, though he were to step 
down from a high place, and stand there beside thee, on thy pedestal of 
shame, yet better were it so, than to hide a guilty heart through life. What 
can thy silence do for him, except it tempt him — ^yea, compel him, as it 
were — to add hypocrisy to sin? Heaven hath granted thee an open ignom- 
iny, that thereby thou mayest work out an open triumph over the evil 
within thee, and the sorrow without. Take heed how thou deniest to him 
— who, perchance, hath not the courage to grasp it for himself — the bit- 
ter, but wholesome, cup that is now presented to thy lips! ” 

The young pastor’s voice was tremulously sweet, rich, deep, and bro- 
^^'en. The feeling that it so evidently manifested, rather than the direct 
irport of the words, caused it to vibrate within all hearts, and brought 
Jie listeners into one accord of sympathy. Even the poor baby, at Hes- 
ter’s bosom, was affected by the same influence; for it directed its hitherto 
vacant gaze towards Mr. Dimmesdale, and held up its little arms, with a 
half-pleased, half-plaintive murmur. So powerful seemed the minister’s 
appeal that the people could not believe but that Hester Prynne would 
speak out the guilty name; or else that the guilty one himself, in what- 
ever high or lowly place he stood, would be drawn forth by an inward and 
inevitable necessity, and compelled to ascend the scaffold. 

Hester shook her head. 

“Woman, transgress not beyond the limits of Heaven’s mercy!” cried 
the Reverend Mr. Wilson, more harshly than before. “That little babe 
hath been gifted with a voice, to second and confirm the counsel which 
thou hast heard. Speak out the name! That, and thy repentance, may 
avail to take the scarlet letter off thy breast.” 

“Never!” replied Hester Prynne, looking, not at Mr. Wilson, but into 
the deep and troubled eyes of the younger clergyman. “It is too deeply 
branded. Ye cannot take it off. And would that I might endure his agony, 
as well as mine!” 

“Speak, woman!” said another voice, coldly and sternly, proceeding 
from the crowd about the scaffold. “Speak; and give your child a father! ” 
“I will not speak!” answered Hester, turning pale as death, but re- 
sponding to this voice, which she too surely recognized. “And my child 
must seek a heavenly Father ; she shall never know an earthly one! ” 

“She will not speak!” murmured Mr. Dimmesdale, who, leaning over 
the balcony, with his hand upon his heart, had awaited the result of his 
appeal. He now drew back, with a long respiration. “Wondrous strength 
and generosity of a woman’s heart! She will not speak! ” 

Discerning the impracticable state of the poor culprit’s mind, the elder 
clergyman, who had carefully prepared himself for the occasion, ad- 



THE SCARLET LETTER 


125 


dressed to the multitude a discourse on sin, in all its branches, but with 
continual reference to the ignominious letter. So forcibly did he dwell 
upon this symbol, for the hour or more during which his periods were 
rolling over the people’s heads, that it assumed new terrors in their imag- 
ination, and seemed to derive its scarlet hue from the flames of the in- 
fernal pit. Hester Prynne, meanwhile, kept her place upon the pedestal 
of shame, with glazed eyes, and an air of weary indifference. She had 
borne, that morning, all that nature could endure; and as her tempera- 
ment was not of the order that escapes from too intense suffering by a 
swoon, her spirit could only shelter itself beneath a stony crust of insen- 
sibility, while the faculties of animal life remained entire. In this state, 
the voice of the preacher thundered remorselessly, but unavailingly, upon 
her ears. The infant, during the lat^ er portion of her ordeal, pierced the 
air with its wailings and screams; she strove to hush it, mechanically, but 
seemed scarcely to sympathize with its trouble. With the same hard de- 
meanor, she was led back to prison , and vanished from the public gaze 
within its iron-clamped portal. It v/as whispered, by those who peered 
after her, that the scarlet letter thrt w a lurid gleam along the dark pas- 
sage-way of the interior. 


rv 

The Interview 

After her return to the prison, Hester Prynne was found to be in a state 
of nervous excitement that demanded constant watchfulness lest she 
should perpetrate violence on herself, or do some half-frenzied mischief 
to the poor babe. As night approached, it proving impossible to quell her 
insubordination by rebuke or threats of punishment. Master Brackett, the 
jailer, thought fit to introduce a physician. He described him as a man of 
skill in all Christian modes of physical science, and likewise familiar with 
whatever the savage people could teach, in respect to medicinal herbs and 
roots that grew in the forest. To say the truth, there was much need of 
professional assistance, not merely for Hester herself, but still more ur- 
gently for the child; who, drawing its sustenance from the maternal 
bosom, seemed to have drank in with it all the turmoil, the anguish and 
despair, which pervaded the mother’s system. It now writhed in convul- 
sions of pain, and was a forcible type in its little frame, of the moral 
agony which Hester Prynne had borne throughout the day. 

Closely following the jailer into the dismal apartment appeared that 
individual, of singular aspect, whose presence in the crowd had been ol 
such deep interest to the wearer of the scarlet letter. He was lodged in 
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the prison, not as suspected of any offence, but as the most convenient 
and suitable mode of disposing of him, until the magistrates should have 
conferred with the Indian sagamores respecting his ransom. His name was 
announced as Roger Chillingworth. The jailer, after ushering him into the 
room, remained a moment, marvelling at the comparative quiet that fol- 
lowed his entrance; for Hester Prynne had immediately become as stiii as 
death, although the child continued to moan. 

^Trithee, friend, leave me alone with my patient,” said the practition- 
er. ^^Trust me, good jailer, you shall briefly have peace in your house; 
and, I promise you. Mistress Prynne shall hereafter be more amenable to 
just authority than you may have found her heretofore.” 

^^Nay, if your worship can accomplish that,” answered Master Brack- 
ett, shall own you for a man of skill indeed! Verily, the woman hath 
been like a possessed one; and there lacks little, that I should take in 
hand to drive Satan out of her with stripes.” 

The stranger had entered the room with the characteristic quietude of 
the profession to which he announced himself as belonging. Nor did his 
demeanor change, when the withdrawal of the prison-keeper left him face 
to face with the woman, whose absorbed notice of him, in the crowd, had 
intimated so close a relation between himself and her. His first care was 
given to the diild; whose cries, indeed, as she lay writhing on the trundle- 
bed, made it of peremptory necessity to postpone all other business to the 
task of soothing her. He examined the infant carefully, and then proceed- 
ed to unclasp a leathern case, which he took from beneath his dress. It ap- 
peared to contain medical preparations, one of which he mingled with a 
cup of water. 

“My old studies in alchemy,” observed he, “and my sojourn, for above 
a year past, among a people well versed in the kindly properties of sim- 
ples, have made a better physician of me than many that claim the medi- 
cal degree. Here, woman! The child is yours, — she is none of mine, — 
neither will she recognize my voice or aspect as a father^s. Administer this 
draught, therefore, with thine own hand.” 

Hester repelled the offered medicine, at the same time gazing with 
strongly marked apprehension into his face. 

“Wouldst thou avenge thyself on the innocent babe?” whispered she. 

“Foolish woman!” responded the physician, half coldly, half soothing- 
ly, “What should ail me, to harm this misbegotten and miserable babe? 
The medicine is potent for good; and were it my child, — ^yea, mine own, 
as well as thine ! — I could do no better for it.” 

As she still hesitated, being, in fact, in no reasonable state of mind, he 
took the infant in his arms, and himself administered the draught. It soon 
proved its efficacy, and redeemed the leech’s pledge. The moans of the 
little patient subsided; its convulsive tossings gradually ceased; and, in a 
few moments, as is the custom of young children after relief from pain, it 
sank into a profound and dewy slumber. The physician, as he had a fair 
right to be termed, next bestowed his attention on the mother. With calm 
and intent scrutiny, he felt her pulse, looked into her eyes, — a gaze that 
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made her heart shrink and shudder, because so familiar, and yet 
strange and cold, — and, finally, satisfied with his investigation, proceeden 
to mingle another draught. 

know not Lethe nor Nepenthe,’^ remarked he; '^but I have learned 
many new secrets in the wilderness, and here is one of them, — a recipe 
that an Indian taught me, in requital of some lessons of my own, that 
were as old as Paracelsus. Drink it! It may be less soothing than a sinless 
conscience. That I cannot give thee. But it will calm the swell and heav- 
ing of thy passion, like oil thrown on the waves of a tempestuous sea.” 

He presented the cup to Hester, who received it with a slow, earnest 
look into his face; not precisely a look of fear, yet full of doubt and ques- 
tioning, as to what his purposes miglit be. She looked also at her slumber^ 
ing child. 

'T have thought of death,” said she, — “have wished for it, — would 
even have prayed for it, were it fit that such as I should pray for anything. 
Yet, if death be in this cup, I bid thoe think again, ere thou beholdest me 
quaff it. See! It is even now at my lips.” 

“Drink, then,” replied he, still with the same cold composure. “Dost 
thou know me so little, Hester Prynne? Are my purposes wont to be so 
shallow? Even if I imagine a scheme of vengeance, what could I do better 
for my object than to let thee live, — than to give thee medicines against 
all harm and peril of life, — so that this burning shame may still blaze 
upon thy bosom?” As he spoke, he laid his long forefinger on the scarlet 
letter, which forthwith seemed to scorch into Hester’s breast, as if it had 
been red hot. He noticed her involuntary gesture, and smiled. “Live 
therefore, and bear about thy doom with thee, in the eyes of men and 
women, — in the eyes of him whom thou didst call thy husband, — in tht 
eyes of yonder child! And, that thou mayest live, take off this draught.’ 

Without further expostulation or delay, Hester Prynne drained the 
cup, and, at the motion of the man of skill, seated herself on the bed 
where the child was sleeping; while he drew the only chair which the room 
afforded, and took his own seat beside her. She could not but tremble at 
these preparations; for she felt that — ^having now done all that humanity, 
or principle, or, if so it were, a refined cruelty, impelled him to do, for the 
relief of physical suffering — ^he was next to treat with her as the man 
whom she had most deeply and irreparably injured. 

“Hester,” said he, “I ask not wherefore, nor how, thou hast fallen into 
the pit, or say, rather, thou hast ascended to the pedestal of infamy, on 
^vhich I found thee. The reason is not far to seek. It was my folly, and thy 
weakness. I, — a man of thought, — the book-worm of great libraries, — a 
man already in decay, having given my best years to feed the hungry 
dream of knowledge, — ^what had I to do with youth and beauty like thine 
own! Misshapen from my birth-hour, how could I delude myself with the 
idea that intellectual gifts might veil physical deformity in a young girl’s 
fantasy! Men call me wise. If sages were ever wise in their own behoof, I 
might h^e foreseen all this. I might have known that, as I came out of 
the vast and dismal forest, and entered this settlement of Christian men, 
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the very first object to meet my eyes would be thyself, Hester Prynne, 
standing up, a statue of ignominy, before the people. Nay, from the mo- 
ment when we came down the old church steps together, a married pair, 
I might have beheld the bale-fire of that scarlet letter blazing at the end 
of our path! 

^'Thou knowest,’’ said Hester, — for, depressed as she was, she cjuld 
not endure this last quiet stab at the token of her shame, — '‘thou know- 
est that I was frank with thee. I felt no love, nor feigned any.” 

"True,” replied he. "It was my folly! I have said it. But, up to that 
epoch of my life, I had lived in vain. The world had been so cheerless! 
My heart was a habitation large enough for many guests, but lonely and 
chill, and without a household fire. I longed to kindle one! It seemed not 
so wild a dream, — old as I was, and sombre as I was, and misshapen as I 
was, — that the simple bliss, which is scattered far and wide, for all man- 
kind to gather up, might yet be mine. And so, Hester, I drew thee into 
my heart, into its innermost chamber, and sought to warm thee by the 
warmth which thy presence made there! ” 

"I have greatly wronged thee,” murmured Hester. 

"We have wronged each other,” answered he. "Mine was the first 
wrong, when I betrayed thy budding youth into a false and unnatural 
relation with my decay. Therefore, as a man who has not thought and 
philosophized in vain, I seek no vengeance, plot no evil against thee. Be- 
tween thee and me, the scale han[;s fairly balanced. But, Hester, the man 
lives who has wronged us both ! Who is he?” 

"Ask me not!” replied Hester Prynne, looking firmly into his face. 
"That thou shalt never know!” 

"Never, sayest thou?” rejoined he, with a smile of dark and self-relying 
intelligence. "Never know him! Believe me, Hester, there are few things, 
— ^whether in the outward world, or, to a certain depth, in the invisible 
sphere of thought, — few things hidden from the man who devotes himself 
earnestly and unreservedly to the solution of a mystery. Thou mayest 
cover up thy secret from the prying multitude. Thou mayest conceal it, 
too, from the ministers and magistrates, even as thou didst this day, when 
they sought to wrench the name out of thy heart, and give thee a partner 
on thy pedestal. But, as for me, I come to the inquest with other senses 
than they possess. I shall seek this man, as I have sought truth in books ; 
as I have sought gold in alchemy. There is a sympathy that will make me 
conscious of him. I shall see him tremble. I shall feel myself shudder, sud- 
denly and unawares. Sooner or later, he must needs be mine ! ” 

The eyes of the wrinkled scholar glowed so intensely upon her, that 
Hester Prynne clasped her hands over her heart, dreading lest he should 
read the secret there at once. 

"Thou wilt not reveal his name? Not the less he is mine,” resumed he, 
with a look of confidence, as if destiny were at one with him. "He bears 
no letter of infamy wrought into his garment, as thou dost; but I shall 
read it on his heart. Yet fear not for him! Think not that I shall interfere 
with Heaven’s own method of retribution, or, to my own loss, betray hin? 
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to the gripe of human law. Neither do thou imagine that I shall contrive 
aught against his life; no, nor against his fame, if, as I judge, he be a man 
of fair repute. Let him live! Let him hide himself in outward honor, if he 
may! Not the less he shall be mine! ” 

^'Thy acts are like mercy,’^ said Hester, bewildered and appalled. '^But 
thy words interpret thee as a terror! ” 

^^One thing, thou that wast my wife, I would enjoin upon thee,^’ con- 
tinued the scholar. ^Thou hast kept the secret of thy paramour. Keep, 
likewise, mine! There are none in this land that know me. Breathe not, to 
any human soul, that thou didst ever call me husband! Here, on this wild 
outskirt of the earth, I shall pitch my tent; for, elsewhere a wanderer, and 
isolated from human interests, I jind here a woman, a man, a child, 
amongst whom and myself there exist the closest ligaments. No matter 
whether of love or hate; no matter whether of right or wrong! Thou and 
thine, Hester Prynne, belong to me. My home is where thou art, and 
where he is. But betray me not! ’’ 

‘^Wherefore dost thou desire it?’’ inquired Hester, shrinking, she hardly 
knew why, from this secret bond. “Why not announce thyself openly, 
and cast me off at once?” 

“It may be,” he replied, “because I will not encounter the dishonor that 
besmirches the husband of a faithless woman. It may be for other reasons. 
Enough, it is my purpose to live and die unknown. Let, therefore, thy 
husband be to the world as one already dead, and of whom no tidings 
shall ever come. Recognize me not, by word, by sign, by look! Breathe 
not the secret, above all, to the man thou wottest of. Shouldst thou fail 
me in this, beware! His fame, his position, his life, will be in my hands. 
Beware!” 

“I will keep thy secret, as I have his,” said Hester. 

“Swear it! ” rejoined he. 

And she took the oath. 

“And now, Mistress Prynne,” said old Roger Chillingworth, as he was 
hereafter to be named, “I leave thee alone; alone with thy infant, and the 
scarlet letter! How is it, Hester? Doth thy sentence bind thee to wear the 
token in thy sleep? Art thou not afraid of nightmares and hideous 
dreams?” 

“Why dost thou smile so at me?” inquired Hester, troubled at the ex- 
pression of his eyes. “Art thou like the Black Man that haunts the forest 
round about us? Hast thou enticed me into a bond that will prove the ruin 
of my soul?” 

“Not thy soul,” he answered, with another smile, “No, not thine! ” 
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V 

Hester at Her Needle 

Hester Prynnl’s term of confinement was now at an end. Her prison- 
door was thrown open, and she came forth into the sunshine, which, fall- 
ing on all alike, seemed, to her sick and morbid heart, as if meant for no 
other purpose than to reveal the scarlet letter on her breast. Perhaps there 
was a more real torture in her first unattended footsteps from the thresh- 
old of the prison, than even in the procession and spectacle that have been 
described, where she was made the common infamy, at which all mankind 
Was summoned to point its finger. Then, she was supported by an un- 
natural tension of the nerves, and by all the combative energy of her char- 
acter, which enabled her to convert the scene into a kind of lurid triumph. 
It was, moreover, a separate and insulated event, to occur but once in her 
lifetime, and to meet which, therefore, reckless of economy, she might call 
up the vital strength that would have sufficed for many quiet years. The 
very law that condemned her — a giant of stern features, but with vigor to 
support, as well as to annihilate, in his iron aim — had held her up, 
through the terrible ordeal of her ignominy. But now, with this unat- 
tended walk from her prison-door, began the daily custom ; and she must 
either sustain and carry it forward by the ordinary resources of her na- 
ture, or sink beneath it. She could no longer borrow from the future to 
help her through the present grief. To-morrow would bring its own trial 
with it; so would the next day, and so would the next; each its own trial, 
and yet the very same that was now so unutterably grievous to be borne. 
The days of the far-off future would toil onward, still with the same bur- 
den for her to take up, and bear along with her, but never to fling down ; 
for the accumulating days, and added years, would pile up their misery 
upon the heap of shame. Throughout them all, giving up her individuality, 
she would become the general symbol at which the preacher and moralist 
might point, and in which they might vivify and embody their images of 
woman’s frailty and sinful passion. Thus the young and pure would be 
taught to look at her, with the scarlet letter flaming on her breast, — at 
her, the child of honorable parents, — at her, the mother of a babe, that 
would hereafter be a woman, — at her, who had once been innocent, — as 
the figure, the body, the reality of sin. And over her grave, the infamy 
that she must carry thither would be her only monument. 

It may seem marvellous, that, with the world before her, — ^kept by no 
restrictive clause of her condemnation within the limits of the Puritan 
settlement, so remote and so obscure, — free to return to her birthplace, or 
to any other European land, and there hide her character and identity 
under a new exterior, as completely as if emerging into another state of 
being, — and having also the passes of the dark, inscrutable forest open to 
her, where the wildness of her nature might assimilate itself v/ith a people 
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whose customs and life were alien from the law that had condemned her, 
— it may seem marvellous that this woman should still call that place her 
home, where, and where only, she must needs be the type of shame. But 
there is a fatality, a feeling so irresistible and inevitable that it has the 
force of doom, which almost invariably compels human beings to linger 
around and haunt, ghostlike, the spot where some great and marked 
event has given the color to their lifetime ; and still the more irresistibly, 
the darker the tinge that saddens it. Her sin, her ignominy, were the roots 
which she had struck into the soil. It was as if a new birth, with stronger 
assimilations than the first, had converted the forest-land, still so uncon- 
genial to every other pilgrim and wanderer, into Hester Prynne’s wild and 
dreary, but life-long home. All othei scenes of earth — even that village of 
rural England, where happy infanc y and stainless maidenhood seemed 
yet to be in her mother’s keeping, uke garments put off long ago — were 
foreign to her, in comparison. The c hain that bound her here wa^ of iron 
links, and galling to her inmost soul but could never be broken. 

It might be, too, — doubtless it was so, although she hid the secret from 
herself, and grew pale whenever it truggled out of her heart, like a ser- 
pent from its hole, — it might be that another feeling kept her within the 
scene and pathway that had been so fatal. There dwelt, there trode the 
feet of one with whom she deemed herself connected in a union, that, un- 
recognized on earth, would bring them together before the bar of final 
judgment, and make that their marriage-altar, for a joint futurity of end- 
less retribution. Over and over again, the tempter of souls had thrust this 
'dea upon Hester’s contemplation, and laughed at the passionate and des- 
perate joy with wnich she seized, and then strove to cast it from her. She 
barely looked the idea in the face, and hastened to bar it in its dungeon. 
What she compelled herself to believe — what, finally, she reasoned upon, 
as her motive for continuing a resident of New England — was half a 
truth, and half a self-delusion. Here, she said to herself, had been the 
scene of her guilt, and here should be the scene of her earthly punish^ 
ment; and so, perchance, the torture of her daily shame would at length 
purge her soul, and work out another purity than that which she had lost; 
more saint-like, because the result of martyrdom. 

Hester Prynne, therefore, did not flee. On the outskirts of the town, 
within the verge of the peninsula, but not in close vicinity to any other 
habitation, there was a small thatched cottage. It had been built by an 
earlier settler, and abandoned, because the soil about it was too sterile for 
cultivation, while its comparative remoteness put it out of the sphere of 
that social activity which already marked the habits of the emigrants. It 
stood on the shore, looking across a basin of the sea at the forest-covered 
hills, towards the west. A clump of scrubby trees, such as alone grew on 
the penisula, did not so much conceal the cottage from view, as seem to 
denote that here was some object which would fain have been, or at least 
ought to be, concealed. In this little, lonesome dwelling, with some slender 
means that she possessed, and by the license of the magistrates, who still 
kept an inquisitorial watch over her, Hester established herself, with her 
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infant child. A mystic shadow of suspicion immediately attached itself to 
the spot. Children, too young to comprehend wherefore this woman 
should be shut out from the sphere of human charities, would creep nigh 
enough to behold her plying her needle at the cottage- window, or stand- 
ing at the doorway, or laboring in her little garden, or coming forth along 
the pathway that led townward; and discerning the scarlet letter ca her 
breast, would scamper off with a strange, contagious fear. 

Lonely as was Hester’s situation, and without a friend on earth who 
dared to show himself, she, however, incurred no risk of want. She pos- 
sessed an art that sufficed, even in a land that afforded comparatively 
little scope for its exercise, to supply food for her thriving infant and her- 
self. It was the art — then, as now, almost the only one within a woman’s 
grasp — of needlework. She bore on her breast, in the curiously embroi- 
dered letter, a specimen of her delicate and imaginative skill, of which the 
dames of a court might gladly have availed themselves, to add the richer 
and more spiritual adornment of human ingenuity to their fabrics of silk 
and gold. Here, indeed, in the sable simplicity that generally character- 
ized the Puritanic modes of dress, there might be an infrequent call for 
the finer productions of her handiwork. Yet the taste of the age, demand- 
ing whatever was elaborate in compositions of this kind, did not fail to 
extend its influence over our stern progenitors who had cast behind them 
so many fashions which it might seem harder to dispense with. Public 
ceremonies, such as ordinations, the installation of magistrates, and all 
that could give majesty to the forms in which a new government mani- 
fested itself to the people, were, as a matter of policy, marked by a stately 
and well-conducted ceremonial, and a sombre, but yet a studied mag- 
nificence. Deep ruffs, painfully wrought bands, and gorgeously embroid- 
ered gloves, were all deemed necessary to the official state of men assum- 
ing the reins of power ; and were readily allowed to individuals dignified 
by rank or wealth, even while sumptuary laws forbade these and similar 
extravagances to the plebeian order. In the array of funerals, too, — 
whether for the apparel of the dead body, or to typify, by manifold em- 
blematic devices of sable cloth and snowy lawn, the sorrow of the sur- 
vivors, — there was a frequent and characteristic demand for such labor as 
Hester Prynne could supply. Baby-linen — for babies then wore robes of 
state — afforded still another possibility of toil and emolument. 

By degrees, nor very slowly, her handiwork became what would now be 
termed the fashion. Whether from commiseration for a woman of so mis- 
erable a destiny; or from the morbid curiosity that gives a fictitious value 
even to common or worthless things; or by whatever other intangible cir- 
cumstance was then, as now sufficient to bestow, on some persons, what 
others might seek in vain; or because Hester really filled a gap which 
must otherwise have remained vacant; it is certain that she had ready and 
fairly requited emplo3nnent for as many hours as she saw fit to occupy 
with her needle. Vanity, it may be, chose to mortify itself, by putting on, 
for ceremonials of pomp and state, the garments that had been wrought 
by her sinful hands. Her needlework was seen on the ruff of the Governor; 
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military men wore it on their scarfs, and the minister on his band; it 
decked the baby’s little cap; it was shut up to be mildewed and moulder 
away, in the coffins of the dead. But it is not recorded that, in a single in- 
stance, her skill was called in aid to embroider the white veil which was 
to cover the pure blushes of a bride. The exception indicated the ever-re- 
lentless rigor with which society frowned upon her sin. 

Hester sought not to acquire anything beyond a subsistence, of the 
plainest and most ascetic description, for herself, and a simple abundance 
for her child. Her own dress was of the coarsest materials and the most 
sombre hue; with only that one ornament, — the scarlet letter, — which it 
was her doom to wear. The child’s ittire, on the other hand, was distin- 
guished by a fanciful, or, we might rather say, a fantastic ingenuity, which 
served, indeed to heighten the airy . harm that early began to develop it- 
self in the little girl, but which appeared to have also a deeper meaning. 
We may speak further of it hereaffi r. Except for that small expenditure 
in the decoration of her infant, Hest-T bestowed all her superfluous means 
in charity, on wretches less miserable than herself, and who not unfre- 
quently insulted the hand that fed them. Much of the time, which she 
might readily have applied to the better efforts of her art, she employed 
in making coarse garments for the poor. It is probable that there was an 
idea of penance in this mode of occupation, and that she offered up a real 
sacrifice of enjoyment, in devoting so many hours to such rude handi- 
work. She had in her nature a rich, voluptuous, Oriental characteristic, — 
a taste for the gorgeously beautiful, which, save in the exquisite produc- 
tions of her needle, found nothing else, in all the possibilities of her life, to 
exercise itself upon. Women derive a pleasure, incomprehensible to the 
other sex, from the delicate toil of the needle. To Hester Prynne it might 
have been a mode of expressing, and therefore soothing, the passion ot 
her life. Like all other joys, she rejected it as sin. This morbid meddling of 
conscience with an immaterial matter betokened, it is to be feared, no 
genuine and steadfast penitence, but something doubtful, something that 
might be deeply wrong, beneath. 

In this manner, Hester Prynne came to have a part to perform in the 
world. With her native energy of character, and rare capacity, it could 
not entirely cast her off, although it had set a mark upon her, more intol- 
erable to a woman’s heart than that which branded the brow of Cain. In 
all her intercourse with society, however, there was nothing that made her 
feel as if she belonged to it. Every gesture, every word, and even the 
silence of those with whom she came in contact, implied, and ofter ex- 
pressed, that she was banished, and as much alone as if she inhabited 
another sphere, or communicated with the common nature by other or- 
gans and senses than the rest of human kind. She stood apart from moral 
interests, yet close beside them, like a ghost that revisits the familiar 
fireside, and can no longer make itself seen or felt; no more smile with the 
household joy, nor mourn with the kindred sorrow; or, should it succeed 
in manifesting its forbidden sympathy, awakening only terror and hor- 
rible repugnance. These emotions, in fact, and its bitterest scorn besides. 
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seemed to be the sole portion that she retained in the universal heart. It 
was not an age of delicacy; and her position, although she understood it 
well, and was in little danger of forgetting it, was often brought before her 
vivid self-perception, like a new anguish, by the rudest touch upon the 
tenderest spot. The poor, as we have already said, whom she sought out 
to be the objects of her bounty, often reviled the hand that was stretched 
forth to succor them. Dames of elevated rank, likewise, whose doors she 
entered in the way of her occupation, were accustomed to distil drops of 
bitterness into her heart, sometimes through that alchemy of quiet malice, 
by which women can concoct a subtle poison from ordinary trifles; and 
sometimes, also, by a coarser expression, that fell upon the sufferer’s de- 
fenceless breast like a rough blow upon an ulcerated wound. Hester had 
schooled herself long and well; she never responded to these attacks, save 
by a flush of crimson that rose irrepressibly over her pale cheek, and 
again subsided into the depths of her bosom. She was patient, — a martyr, 
indeed, — but she forbore to pray for her enemies; lest, in spite of her for- 
giving aspirations, the words of the blessing should stubbornly twist 
themselves into a curse. 

Continually, and in a thousand other ways, did she feel the innumer- 
able throbs of anguish that had been so cunningly contrived for her by 
the undying, the ever-active sentence of the Puritan tribunal. Clergymen 
paused in the street to address words of exhortation, that brought a 
crowd, with its mingled grin and frown, around the poor, sinful woman. 
If she entered a church, trusting to .share the Sabbath smile of the Uni- 
versal Father, it was often her mishap to find herself the text of the dis- 
course. She grew to have a dread of children ; for they had imbibed from 
their parents a vague idea of something horrible in this dreary woman, 
gliding silently through the town, with never any companion but one only 
child. Therefore, first allowing her to pass, they pursued her at a distance 
with shrill cries, and the utterance of a word that had no distinct purport 
to their own minds, but was none the less terrible to her, as proceeding 
from lips that babbled it unconsciously. It seemed to argue so wide a dif- 
fusion of her shame, that all nature knew of it ; it could have caused her 
no deeper pang, had the leaves of the trees whispered the dark story 
among themselves, — had the summer breeze murmured about it, — ^had 
the wintry blast shrieked it aloud I Another peculiar torture was felt in 
the gaze of a new eye. When strangers looked curiously at the scarlet let- 
ter, — and none ever failed to do so, — they branded it afresh into Hester’s 
soul; so that oftentimes, she could scarcely refrain, yet always did re- 
frain, from covering the symbol with her hand. But then, again, an accus- 
tomed eye had likewise its own anguish to inflict. Its cool stare of famil- 
iarity was intolerable. From first to last, in short, Hester Prynne had 
always this dreadful agony in feeling a human eye upon the token; the 
spot never grew callous; it seemed, on the contrary, to grow more sensi- 
tive with daily torture. 

But sometimes, once in many days, or perchance in many months, she 
felt an eye — a human eye — ^upon the ignominious brand, t|iat seemed to 
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give a momentary relief, as if half of her agony were shared. The next 
instant, back it all rushed again, with still a deeper throb of pain; for, in 
that brief interval, she had sinned anew. Had Hester sinned alone? 

Her imagination was somewhat affected, and, had she been of a softer 
moral and intellectual fibre, would have been still more so, by the strange 
and solitary anguish of her life. Walking to and fro, with those lonely 
footsteps, in the little world with which she was outwardly connected, it 
now and then appeared to Hester, — if altogether fancy, it was neverthe- 
less too potent to be resisted, — she felt or fancied, then, that the scarlet 
letter had endowed her with a new sense. She shuddered to believe, yet 
could not help believing, that it gave her a sympathetic knowledge of the 
hidden sin in other hearts. She was t .^rror-stricken by the revelations that 
were thus made. What were they? C ould they be other than the insidious 
whispers of the bad angel, who wou d fain have persuaded the struggling 
woman, as yet only half his victim, ‘hat the outward guise of purity was 
but a lie, and that, if truth were ev( rywhere to be shown, a scarlet letter 
would blaze forth on many a bosom besides Hester Prynne’s? Or, must 
she receive those intimations — so o iscure, yet so distinct — as truth? In 
all her miserable experience, there w is nothing else so awful and so loath- 
some as this sense. It perplexed, as well as shocked her, by the irreverent 
inopportuneness of the occasions that brought it into vivid action. Some- 
times the red infamy upon her breast would give a sympathetic throb, as 
she passed near a venerable minister or magistrate, the model of piety 
and justice, to whom that age of antique reverence looked up, as to a 
mortal man in fellowship with angels. ^‘What evil thing is at hand?” 
would Hester say to herself. Lifting her reluctant eyes, there would be 
nothing human within the scope of view, save the form of this earthly 
saint! Again, a mystic sisterhood would contumaciously assert itself, as 
she met the sanctified frown of some matron, who, according to the rumor 
of all tongues, had kept cold snow within her bosom throughout life. That 
unsunned snow in the matron’s bosom, and the burning shame on Hester 
Prynne’s, — what had the two in common? Or, once more, the electric 
thrill would give her warning, — ^‘Behold, Hester, here is a companion!” 
— and, looking up, she would detect the eyes of a young maiden glancing 
at the scarlet letter, shyly and aside, and quickly averted with a faint, 
chill crimson in her cheeks; as if her purity were somewhat sullied by 
that momentary glance. O Fiend, whose talisman was that fatal symbol, 
wouldst thou leave nothing, whether in youth or age, for this poor sinner 
to revere? — such loss of faith is ever one of the saddest results of sin. Be 
it accepted as a proof that all was not corrupt in this poor victim of her 
own frailty, and man’s hard law, that Hester Prynne yet struggled to be- 
lieve that no fellow-mortal was guilty like herself. 

The vulgar, who, in those dreary old times, were always contributing a 
grotesque horror to what interested their imaginations, had a story about 
the scarlet letter which we might readily work up into a terrific legend. 
They averred, that the symbol was not mere scarlet cloth, tinged in an 
earthly dye-pot, but was red-hot with infernal fire^ and could be seen 
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neither mode of treatment possessed any calculable influence, Hester was 
ultimately compelled to stand aside, and permit the child to be swayed by 
her own impulses. Physical compulsion or restraint was effectual, of 
course, while it lasted. As to any other kind of discipline, whether ad- 
dressed to her mind or heart, little Pearl might or might not be within its 
reach, in accordance with the caprice that ruled the moment. Her mother, 
while Pearl was yet an infant, grew acquainted with a certain peculiar 
look, that warned her when it would be labor thrown away to insist, per- 
suade, or plead. It was a look so intelligent, yet inexplicable, so perverse, 
sometimes so malicious, but generally accompanied by a wild flow of 
spirits, that Hester could not help questioning, at such moments, whether 
Pearl were a human child. She seemed rather an airy sprite, which, after 
playing its fantastic sports for a little while upon the cottage floor, would 
flit away with a mocking smile. Whenever that look appeared in her wild, 
bright, deeply-black eyes, it invested her with a strange remoteness and 
intangibility; it was as if she were hovering in the air and might vanish, 
like a glimmering light that comes we know not whence, and goes we 
know not whither. Beholding it, Hester was constrained to rush towards 
the child, — to pursue the little elf in the flight which she invariably be- 
gan, — to snatch her to her bosom, with a close pressure and earnest 
kisses, — not so much from overflowing love, as to assure herself that 
Pearl was flesh and blood, and not utterly delusive. But Pearl’s laugh, 
when she was caught, though full of merriment and music, made her 
mother more doubtful than before. 

Heart-smitten at this bewildering and baffling spell, that so often came 
between herself and her sole treasure, Whom she had bought so dear, and 
who was all her world, Hester sometimes burst into passionate tears. 
Then, perhaps, — for there was no foreseeing how it might affect her, — 
Pearl would frown, and clench her little fist, and harden her small feat- 
ures into a stern, unsympathizing look of discontent. Not seldom, she 
would laugh anew, and louder than before, like a thing incapable and un- 
intelligent of human sorrow. Or — but this more rarely happened — she 
would be convulsed with a rage of grief, and sob out her love for her 
mother in broken words, and seem intent on proving that she had a heart, 
by breaking it. Yet Hester was hardly safe in confiding herself to that 
gusty tenderness; it passed as suddenly as it came. Brooding over all 
these matters, the mother felt like one who has evoked a spirit, but, by 
some irregularity in the process of conjuration, has failed to win the 
master-word that should control this new and incomprehensible intelli- 
gence. Her only real comfort was when the child lay in the placidity of 
sleep. Then she was sure of her, and tasted hours of quiet, delicious hap- 
piness; until — perhaps with that perverse expression glimmering from 
beneath her opening lids — little Pearl awoke I 

How soon — ^with what strange rapidity, indeed! — did Pearl arrive at 
an age that was capable of social intercourse, beyond the mother’s ever- 
ready smile and nonsense-words! And then what a happiness would it 
%ave been could Hester Prynne have heard her clear, bird-like voice 
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mingling with the uproar of other childish voices, and have distinguished 
and unravelled her own darling^s tones, amid all the entangled outcry of 
a group of sportive children ! But this could never be. Pearl was a born 
outcast of the infantile world. An imp of evil, emblem and product of sin, 
she had no right among christened infants. Nothing was more remark- 
able than the instinct, as it seemed, with which the child comprehended 
her loneliness; the destiny that had drawn an inviolable circle round 
about her; the whole peculiarity, in short, of her position in respect to 
other children. Never, since her release from prison, had Hester met the 
public gaze without her. In all her walks about the town, Pearl, too, was 
there; first as the babe in arms, and afterwards as the little girl, small 
companion of her mother, holding a orefinger with her whole grasp, and 
tripping along at the rate of three <»r four footsteps to one of Hester’s. 
She saw the children of the settlemenf, on the grassy margin of the street, 
or at the domestic thresholds, dispor» ing themselves in such grim fashion 
as the Puritanic nurture would pern it; playing at going to church, per- 
chance; or at scourging Quakers; oi taking scalps in a sham-fight with 
the Indians; or scaring one another with freaks of imitative witchcraft. 
Pearl saw, and gazed intently, but never sought to make acquaintance. If 
spoken to, she would not speak again. If the children gathered about her. 
as they sometimes did, Pearl would grow positively terrible in her puny 
wrath, snatching up stones to fling at them, with shrill, incoherent ex- 
clamations, that made her mother tremble because they had so much the 
sound of a witch’s anathemas in some unknown tongue. 

The truth was, that the little Puritans, being of the most intolerant 
brood that ever lived, had got a vague idea of something outlandish, un- 
earthly, or at variance with ordinary fashions, in the mother and child ; 
and therefore scorned them in their hearts, and not unfrequently reviled 
them with their tongues. Pearl felt the sentiment, and requited it with the 
bitterest hatred that can be supposed to rankle in a childish bosom. These 
outbreaks of a fierce temper had a kind of value, and even comfort, for 
her mother; because there was at least an intelligible earnestness in the 
mood, instead of the fitful caprice that so often thwarted her in the child's 
manifestations. It appalled her, nevertheless, to discern here, again, a 
shadowy reflection of the evil that had existed in herself. All this enmity 
and passion had Pearl inherited, by inalienable right, out of Hester’s 
heart. Mother and daughter stood together in the same circle of seclusion 
from human society; and in the nature of the child seemed to be perpetu- 
ated those unquiet elements that had distracted Hester Prynne before 
Pearl’s birth, but had since begun to be soothed away by the softening 
influences of maternity. 

At home, within and around her mother’s cottage, Pearl wanted not a 
wide and various circle of acquaintance. The spell of life went forth 
from her ever-creative spirit, and communicated itself to a thousand ob- 
jects, as a torch kindles a flame wherever it may be applied. The unlike- 
liest materials — a stick, a bunch of rags, a flower — were the puppets, of 
Pearl’s witchcraft, and, without undergoing any outward change, became 
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spiritually adapted to whatever drama occupied the stage of her inner 
world. Her one baby-voice served a multitude of imaginary personages, 
old and young, to talk withal. The pine-trees, aged, black, and solemn, 
and flinging groans and other melancholy utterances on the breeze, need- 
ed little transformation to figure as Puritan elders ; the ugliest weeds of 
the garden were their children, whom Pearl smote down and uprooted, 
most unmercifully. It was wonderful, the vast variety of forms into which 
she threw her intellect, with no continuity, indeed, but darting up and 
dancing, always in a state of preternatural activity, — soon sinking down, 
as if exhausted by so rapid and feverish a tide of life, — and succeeded by 
other shapes of a similar wild energy. It was like nothing so much as the 
phantasmagoric play of the northern lights. In the mere exercise of the 
fancy, however, and the sportiveness of a growing mind, there might be 
little more than was observable in other children of bright faculties ; ex- 
cept as Pearl, in the dearth of human playmates, was thrown more upon 
the visionary throng which she created. The singularity lay in the hostile 
feelings with which the child regarded all these offspring of her own heart 
and mind. She never created a friend, but seemed always to be sowing 
broadcast the dragon’s teeth, whence sprung a harvest of armed enemies, 
against whom she rushed to battle. It was inexpressibly sad — then what 
depth of sorrow to a mother, who felt in her own heart the cause! — to ob- 
serve, in one so young, this constant recognition of an adverse world, and 
so fierce a training of the energies that were to make good her cause in the 
contest that must ensue. 

Gazing at Pearl, Hester Prynne often dropped her work upon her 
knees, and cried out with an agony which she would fain have hidden, but 
which made utterance for itself, betwixt speech and a groan, — ‘‘O Father 
in Heaven, — if Thou art still my Father, — what is this being which I 
have brought into the world! ” And Pearl, overhearing the ejaculation, or 
aware, through some more subtile channel, of those throbs of anguish, 
would turn her vivid and beautiful little face upon her mother, smile 
with sprite-like intelligence, and resume her play. 

One peculiarity of the child’s deportment remains yet to be told. The 
very first thing which she had noticed in her life was — what? — not the 
mother’s smile, responding to it, as other babies do, by that faint, em^ 
bryo smile of the little mouth, remembered so doubtfully afterwards, and 
with such fond discussion whether it were indeed a smile. By no means! 
But that first object of which Pearl seemed to become aware was — shall 
we say it? — the scarlet letter on Hester’s bosom! One day, as her mother 
stooped over the cradle, the infant’s eyes had been caught by the glim- 
mering of the gold embroidery about the letter; and, putting up her little 
hand, she grasped at it, smiling not doubtfully, but with a decided gleam, 
that gave her face the look of a much older child. Then, gasping for 
breath, did Hester Prynne clutch the fatal token, instinctively endeavor- 
ing to tear it away; so infinite was the torture inflicted by the intelligent 
touch of Pearl’s baby-hand. Again, as if her mother’s agonized gesture 
were meant only to make sport for her, did little Pearl look into her eyes. 



141 


THE SCARLET LETTER 

and smUel From that epoch, except when the child was asleep, Hester 
had never felt a moment’s safety; not a moment’s calm enjoyment of her. 
Weeks, it is true, would sometimes elapse, during which Pearl’s gaze 
might never once be fixed upon the scarlet letter; but then, again, it 
would come at unawares, like the stroke of sudden death, and always 
with that peculiar smile, and odd expression of the eyes. 

Once, this freakish, elfish cast came into the child’s eyes, while Hester 
was looking at her own image in them, as mothers are fond of doing; and, 
suddenly, — for women in solitude, and with troubled hearts, are pestered 
with unaccountable delusions, — she lancied that she beheld, not her owi 
miniature portrait, but another face, in the small black mirror of Pearl’s 
eye. It was a face, fiend-like, full of smiling malice, yet bearing the semb- 
lance of features that she had known full w^ell, though seldom with a 
smile, and never with malice in them It was as if an evil spirit possessed 
the child, and had just then peeped f )rth in mockery. Many a time after- 
wards had Hester been tortured, thoi gh less vividly, by the same illusion. 

In the afternoon of a certain si mmer’s day, after Pearl grew big 
enough to run about, she amused herself with gathering handfuls of wild- 
flowers, and flinging them, one by one, at her mother’s bosom; dancing 
up and down, like a little elf, whene\er she hit the scarlet letter. Hester's 
first motion had been to cover her liosom with her clasped hands. But, 
whether from pride or resignation, or a feeling that her penance might 
best be wrought out by this unutterable pain, she resisted the impulse, 
and sat erect, pale as death, looking sadly into little Pearl’s wild eyes. 
Still came the battery of flowers, almost invariably hitting the mark, and 
covering the mother’s breast with hurts for which she could find no balm 
in this world, nor knew how to seek it in another. At last, her shot being 
all expended, the child stood still and gazed at Hester, with that little, 
laughing image of a fiend peeping out — or, whether it peeped or no, her 
mother so imagined it — from the unsearchable abyss of her black eyes. 

“Child, what art thou?” cried the mother. 

“Oh, I am your little Pearl ! ” answered the child. 

But, while she said it. Pearl laughed, and began to dance up and down, 
with the humorsome gesticulation of a little imp, whose next freak might 
be to fly up the chimney. 

“Art thou my child, in very truth?” asked Hester. 

Nor did she put the question altogether idly, but, for the moment, with 
a portion of genuine earnestness; for, such was Pearl’s wonderful intelli- 
gence, that her mother half doubted whether she were not acquaintec 
with the secret spell of her existence, and might not now reveal herself. 

“Yes; I am little Pearl!” repeated the child, continuing her antics. 

“Thou art not my child! Thou art no Pearl of mine! ” said the mother, 
half playfully; for it was often the case that a sportive impulse came over 
her, in the midst of her deepest suffering. “Tell me, then, what thou art, 
and who sent thee hither.” 

“Tell me, mother! ” said the child, seriously, coming up to Hester, and 
pressing herself close to her knees. “Do thou tell me! ” 
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‘Thy Heavenly Father sent thee! ” answered Hester Prynne. 

But she said it with a hesitation that did not escape the acuteness o\ 
the child. Whether moved only by her ordinary freakishness, or because 
an evil spirit prompted her, she put up her small forefinger, and touched 
the scarlet letter. 

“He did not send me!” cried she, positively. “I have no Heavenly 
Father!” 

“Hush, Pearl, hush! Thou must not talk so!” answered the mother, 
suppressing a groan. “He sent us all into this world. He sent even me, thy 
mother. Then, much more, thee! Or, if not, thou strange and elfish child, 
whence didst thou come?” 

“Tell me! Tell me!” repeated Pearl, no longer seriously, but laughing, 
and capering about the floor. “It is thou that must tell me! ” 

But Hester could not resolve the query, being herself in a dismal laby- 
rinth of doubt. She remembered — betwixt a smile and a shudder — the 
talk of the neighboring townspeople; who, seeking vainly elsewhere for 
the child’s paternity, and observing some of her odd attributes, had given 
out that poor little Pearl was a demon offspring, such as, ever since old 
Catholic times, had occasionally been seen on earth, through the agency 
of their mother’s sin, and to promote some foul and wicked purpose. 
Luther, according to the scandal of his monkish enemies, was a brat of 
that hellish breed; nor was Pearl the only child to whom this inauspicious 
origin was assigned, among the New England Puritans. 


vn 

The Governor’s Hall 

Hester Prynne went, one day, to the mansion of Governor Bellingham, 
with a pair of gloves, which she had fringed and embroidered to his order, 
and which were to be worn on some great occasion of state ; for, though 
the chances of a popular election had caused this former ruler to descend 
a step or two from the highest rank, he still held an honorable and influ- 
ential place among the colonial magistracy. 

Another and far more important reason than the delivery of a pair ol 
embroidered gloves impelled Hester, at this time, to seek an interview 
with a personage of so much power and activity in the affairs of the settle- 
ment. It had reached her ears, that there was a design on the part of some 
of the leading inhabitants, cherishing the more rigid order of principles in 
religion and government, to deprive her of her child. On the suppositior 
that Pearl, as already hinted, was of demon origin, these good people nc 
unreasonably argued that a Christian interest in the mother’s soul it*- 
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quired them to remove such a stumbling-block from her path. If the child, 
on the other hand, were really capable of moral and religious growth, and 
possessed the elements of ultimate salvation, then, surely, it would enjoy 
all the fairer prospect of these advantages by being transferred to wiser 
and better guardianship than Hester Prynne’s. Among those who pro- 
moted the design. Governor Bellingham was said to be one of the most 
busy. It may appear singular, and indeed not a little ludicrous, that an 
affair of this kind, which, in later days, would have been referred to no 
higher jurisdiction than that of the selectmen of the town, should then 
have been a question publicly discussed, and on which statesmen of emi- 
nence took sides. At that epoch of pristine simplicity, however, matters of 
even slighter public interest, and of far less intrinsic weight, than the wel- 
fare of Hester and her child, were stiangely mixed up with the delibera' 
tions of legislators and acts of state. 'The period was hardly, if at ail, ear 
Her than that of our story, when a d spute concerning the right ot prop- 
erty in a pig not only caused a fierce and bitter contest in the legislative 
body of the colony, but resulted in an important modification of the 
framework itself of the legislature. 

Full of concern, therefore, — but sn conscious of her own right that it 
seemed scarcely an unequal match between the public, on the one side, 
and a lonely woman, backed by the sympathies of nature, on the other, — 
Hester Prynne set forth from her solitary cottage. Little Pearl, of course, 
was her companion. She was now of an age to run lightly along by her 
mother’s side, and, constantly in motion, from morn till sunset, could 
have accomplished a much longer journey than that before her. Often, 
nevertheless, more from caprice than necessity, she demanded to be taken 
up in arms; but was soon as imperious to be set down again, and frisked 
onward before Hester on the grassy pathway, with many a harmless trip 
and tumble. We have spoken of Pearl’s rich and luxuriant beauty; a 
beauty that shone with deep and vivid tints; a bright complexion, eye5 
possessing intensity both of depth and glow, and hair already of a deep, 
glossy brown, and which, in after years, would be nearly akin to black. 
There was fire in her and throughout her; she seemed the unpremeditated 
offshoot of a passionate moment. Her mother, in contriving the child’s 
garb, had allowed the gorgeous tendencies of her imagination their full 
play; arraying her in a crimson velvet tunic, of a peculiar cut, abundant- 
ly embroidered with fantasies and flourishes of gold-thread. So much 
strength of coloring, which must have given a wan and pallid aspect to 
cheeks of a fainter bloom, was admirably adapted to Pearl’s beauty, and 
made her the very brightest little jet of flame that ever danced upon the 
earth. 

But it was a remarkable attribute of this garb, and, indeed, of the 
child’s whole appearance, that it irresistibly and inevitably reminded the 
^beholder of the token which Hester Prynne was doomed to wear upon her 
^osom. It was the scarlet letter in another form; the scarlet letter en- 
flowed with life! The mother herself — as if the red ignominy were sq 
yeeply scorched into her brain that all her conceptions assumed its form 
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— had carefully wrought out the similitude; lavishing many hours of 
morbid ingenuity, to create an analogy between the object of her affection 
and the emblem of her guilt and torture. But, in truth. Pearl was the one, 
as well as the other; and only in consequence of that identity had Hester 
contrived so perfectly to represent the scarlet letter in her appearance. 

As the two wayfarers came within the precincts of the town, th ^ chil- 
dren of the Puritans looked up from their play, — or what passed for play 
with those sombre little urchins, — and spake gravely one to another: — 

‘‘Behold, verily, there is the woman of the scarlet letter; and, of a 
truth, moreover, there is the likeness of the scarlet letter running along 
by her side! Come, therefore, and let us fling mud at them! 

But Pearl, who was a dauntless child, after frowning, stamping her 
foot, and shying her little hand with a variety of threatening gestures, 
suddenly made a rush at the knot of her enemies, and put them all to 
flight. She resembled, in her fierce pursuit of them, an infant pestilence, — 
the scarlet fever, or some such half-fledged angel of judgment, — ^whose 
mission was to punish the sins of the rising generation. She screamed and 
shouted, too, with a terrific volume of sound, which, doubtless, caused the 
hearts of the fugitives to quake within them. The victory accomplished, 
Pearl returned quietly to her mother, and looked up, smiling, into her 
face. 

Without further adventure, they reached the dwelling of Governor 
Bellingham. This was a large wooden house, built in a fashion of which 
there are specimens still extant in the streets of our older towns; now 
moss-grown, crumbling to decay, and melancholy at heart with the many 
sorrowful or joyful occurrences, remembered or forgotten, that have hap- 
pened, and passed away, within their dusky chambers. Then, however, 
there was the freshness of the passing year on its exterior, and the cheer- 
fulness, gleaming forth from the sunny windows, of a human habitation, 
into which death had never entered. It had, indeed, a very cheery aspect; 
the wadis being overspread with a kind of stucco, in which fragments of 
broken glass were plentifully intermixed; so that, when the sunshine fell 
aslant-wise over the front of the edifice, it glittered and sparkled as if 
diamonds had been flung against it by the double handful. The brilliancy 
might have befitted Aladdin’s palace, rather than the mansion of a grave 
old Puritan ruler. It was further decorated with strange and seemingly 
cabalistic figures and diagrams, suitable to the quaint taste of the age, 
which had been drawn in the stucco when newly laid on, and had now 
grown hard and durable, for the admiration of after times. 

Pearl, looking at this bright wonder of a house, began to caper and 
dance, and imperatively required that the whole breadth of sunshine 
should be stripped off its front, and given her to play with. 

“No, my little Pearl!” said her mother. “Thou must gather thine own 
sunshine. I have none to give thee! ” 

They approached the door; which was of an arched form, and flanked 
on each side by a narrow tower or projection of the edifice, in both of 
which were lattice-windows, with wooden shutters to close over them at 
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need. Lifting the iron hammer that hung at the portal, Hester Prynne 
gave a summons, which was answered by one of the Governor's bond- 
servants; a free-born Englishman, but now a seven years’ slave. During 
that term he was to be the property of his master, and as much a commod- 
ity of bargain and sale as an ox, or a joint-stool. The serf wore the blue 
coat, which was the customary garb of serving-men of that period, and 
long before, in the old hereditary halls of England. 

'Ts the worshipful Governor Bellingham within?” inquired Hester. 

^‘Yea, forsooth,” replied the bond-servant, staring with wide-open eyes 
at the scarlet letter, which, being a new-comer in the country, he had 
never before seen. ^‘Yea, his honorabh^ worship is within. But he hath a 
godly minister or two with him, and likewise a leech. Ye may not see his 
worship now.” 

“Nevertheless, I will enter,” replied Hester Prynne, and the bond- 
servant, perhaps judging from the det ision of her air, and the glittering 
symbol in her bosom, that she was a great lady in the land, offered no 
opposition. 

So the mother and little Pearl were admitted into the hall of entrance. 
With many variations, suggested by the nature of his building-materials, 
diversity of climate, and a different m«'de of social life. Governor Belling- 
ham had planned his new habitation after the residences of gentlemen of 
fair estate in his native land. Here, then, was a wide and reasonably lofty 
hall, extending through the whole d('pth of the house, and forming a 
medium of general communication, more or less direcuy, with all the 
other apartments. At one extremity, this spacious room was lighted by 
the windows of the two towers, which formed a small recess on either side 
of the portal. At the other end, though partly maiffled by a curtain, it was 
more powerfully illuminated by one of those embowed hall-windows 
which we read of in old books, and which was provided with a deep and 
cushioned seat. Here, on the cushi(jn, lay a folio tome, probably of the 
Chronicles of England, or other such substantial literature; even as, in 
our own days, we scatter gilded volumes on the centre-table, to be turned 
over by the casual guest. The furniture of the hall consisted of some pon- 
derous chairs, the backs of which were elaborately carved with wreaths of 
oaken flowers; and likewise a table in the same taste; the whole being of 
the Elizabethan age, or perhaps earlier, and heirlooms, transferred hither 
from the Governor’s paternal home. On the table — in token that the sen- 
timent of old English hospitality had not been left behind — stood a large 
pewter tankard, at the bottom of which, had Hester or Pearl peeped into 
it, they might have seen the frothy remnant of a recent draught of ale. 

On the wall hung a row of portraits, representing the forefathers of the 
Bellingham lineage, some with armor on their breasts, and others with 
stately ruffs and robes of peace. All were characteiized by the sternness 
and severity which old portraits so invariably put on; as if they were the 
ghosts, rather than the pictures, of departed worthies, and were gazing 
with harsh and intolerant criticism at the pursuits and enjoyments of 
living men 
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At about tJie centre of the oaken panels, that lined the hall, was sus- 
pended a suit of mail, not, like the pictures, an ancestral relic, but of the 
most modern date; for it had been manufactured by a skilful armorer in 
London, the same year in which Governor Bellingham came over to New 
England. There was a steel headpiece, a cuirass, a gorget, and greaves, 
with a pair of gauntlets and a sword hanging beneath; all, and especially 
the helmet and breastplate, so highly burnished as to glow with white 
radiance, and scatter an illumination ever3rwhere about upon the floor. 
This bright panoply was not meant for mere idle show, but had been worn 
by the Governor on many a solemn muster and training field, and had 
glittered, moreover, at the head of a regiment in the Pequod war. For, 
though bred a lawyer, and accustomed to speak of Bacon, Coke, Noye, 
and Finch as his professional associates, the exigencies of this new coun- 
try had transformed Governor Bellingham into a soldier as well as a 
statesman and ruler. 

Little Pearl — who was as greatly pleased with the gleaming armor as 
she had been with the glittering frontispiece of the house — spent some 
time looking into the polished mirror of the breastplate. 

“Mother,” cried she, “I see you here. Look! Look! ” 

Hester looked, by way of humoring the child; and she saw that, owing 
to the peculiar effect of this convex mirror, the scarlet letter was repre- 
sented in exaggerated and gigantic proportions, so as to be greatly the 
most prominent feature of her appearance. In truth, she seemed absolute- 
ly hidden behind it. Pearl pointed upward, also, at a similar picture in 
the headpiece; smiling at her mother, with the elfish intelligence that was 
so familiar an expression on her small physiognomy. That look of naughty 
merriment was likewise reflected in the mirror, with so much breadth and 
intensity of effect, that it made Hester Prynne feel as if it could not be 
the image of her own child, but of an imp who was seeking to mould itself 
into Pearl’s shape. 

“Come along. Pearl,” said she, drawing her away. “Come and look into 
this fair garden. It may be we shall see flowers there; more beautiful ones 
than we find in the woods.” 

Pearl, accordingly, ran to the bow-window, at the farther end of the 
hall, and looked along the vista of a garden-walk, carpeted with closely 
shaven grass, and bordered with some rude and immature attempt at 
shrubbery. But the proprietor appeared already to have relinquished, as 
hopeless, the effort to perpetuate on this side of the Atlantic, in a hard 
soil and amid the close struggle for subsistence, the native English taste 
for ornamental gardening. Cabbages grew in plain sight; and a pumpkin- 
vine, rooted at some distance, had run across the intervening space, and 
deposited one of its gigantic products directly beneath the hall-window; 
as if to warn the Governor that this great lump of vegetable gold was as 
rich an ornament as New England earth would offer him. There were a 
few rose-bushes, however, and a number of apple-trees, probably the 
descendants of those planted by the Reverend Mr. Blackstone, the first 
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settler of the peninsula; that half-mythological personage, who rides 
through our early annals, seated on the back of a bull. 

Pearl, seeing the rose-bushes, began to cry for a red rose, and would 
not be pacified. 

^^Hush, child, hush!” said her mother, earnestly. ^^Do not cry, dear 
little Pearl! I hear voices in the garden. The Governor is coming, and 
gentlemen along with him! ” 

In fact, adown the vista of the garden avenue a number of persons were 
seen approaching towards the house. Pearl, in utter scorn of her mother^s 
attempt to quiet her, gave an eldritth scream, and then became silent; 
not from any notion of obedience, but because the quick and mobile 
curiosity of her disposition was excised by the appearance of these new 
personages. 


VI I 

The Elf-Child and the Minister 

Governor Bellingham, in a loose gown and easy cap, — such as elderly 
gentlemen loved to endue themselves with, in their domestic privacy, — 
walked foremost, and appeared to be showing off his estate, and expati- 
ating on his projected improvements. The wide circumference of an elab- 
orate ruff, beneath his gray beard, in the antiquated fashion of King 
James’s reign, caused his head to look not a little like that of John the 
Baptist in a charger. The impression made by his aspect, so rigid and 
severe, and frost-bitten with more than autumnal age, was hardly in 
keeping with the appliances of worldly enjoyment wherewith he had 
evidently done his utmost to surround himself. But it is an error to sup- 
pose that our grave forefathers — though accustomed to speak and think 
of human existence as a state merely of trial and warfare, and though un- 
feignedly prepared to sacrifice goods and life at the behest of duty — made 
it a matter of conscience to reject such means of comfort, or even luxury, 
as lay fairly within their grasp. This creed was never taught, for instance, 
by the venerable pastor, John Wilson, whose beard, white as a snow-drift, 
was seen over Governor Bellingham’s shoulder; while its wearer suggest- 
ed that pears and peaches might yet be naturalized in the New England 
climate, and that purple grapes might possibly be compelled to flourish, 
against the sunny garden-wall. The old clergyman, nurtured at the rich 
bosom of the English Church, had a long-established and legitimate taste 
for all good and comfortable things; and however stern he might show 
himself in the pulpit, or in his public reproof of such transgressions as 
that of Hester Prynne, still, the genial benevolence of his private life had 
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won him warmer affection than was accorded to any of his professional 
contemporaries. 

Behind the Governor and Mr. Wilson came two other guests: one the 
Reverend Arthur Dimmesdale, whom the reader may remember as hav- 
ing taken a brief and reluctant part in the scene of Hester Prynne’s dis- 
grace; and, in close companionship with him, old Roger Chillingworlh, a 
person of great skill in physic, who, for two or three years past, had been 
settled in the town. It was understood that this learned man was the phys- 
ician as well as friend of the young minister, whose health had severely 
suffered, of late, by his too unreserved self-sacrifice to the labors and 
duties of the pastoral relation. 

The Governor, in advance of his visitors, ascended one or two steps, 
and, throwing open the leaves of the great hall-window, found himself 
close to little Pearl. The shadow of the curtain fell on Hester Prynne, and 
partially concealed her. 

“What have we here?” said Governor Bellingham, looking with sur- 
prise at the scarlet little figure before him. “I profess, I have never seen 
the like, since my days of vanity, in old King James’s time, when I was 
wont to esteem it a high favor to be admitted to a court mask! There used 
to be a swarm of these small apparitions, in holiday time ; and we called 
them children of the Lord of Misrule But how gat such a guest into my 
hall?” 

“Ay, indeed!” cried good old Mr. Wilson. “What little bird of scarlet 
plumage may this be? Methinks I have seen just such figures, when the 
sun has been shining through a richly painted window, and tracing out 
the golden and crimson images across the floor. But that was in the old 
land. Prithee, young one, who art thou, and what has ailed thy mother to 
bedizen thee in this strange fashion? Art thou a Christian child, — ^ha? 
Dost know thy catechism? Or art thou one of those naughty elfs or fair- 
ies, whom we thought to have left behind us, with other relics of Papis- 
try, in merry old England?” 

“I am mother’s child,” answered the scarlet vision, “and my name is 
Pearl!” 

“Pearl? — Ruby, rather! — or Coral! — or Red Rose, at the very least, 
judging from thy hue!” responded the old minister, putting forth his 
hand in a vain attempt to pat little Pearl on the cheek. “But where is 
this mother of thine? Ah! I see,” he added; and, turning to Governor 
Bellingham, whispered, “This is the salfsame child of whom we have held 
speech together; and behold here the unhappy woman, Hester Prynne, 
her mother!” 

“Sayest thou so?” cried the Governor. “Nay, we might have judged 
that such a child’s mother must needs be a scarlet woman, and a worthy 
type of her of Babylon! But she comes at a good time; and we will look 
'•nto this matter forthwith.” 

Governor Bellingham stepped through the window into the hall, fol- 
lowed by his three guests. 

“Hester Pr3mne,” said he, fixing his naturally stern regard on the 
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wearer of the scarlet letter, ^'there hath been much question concerning 
thee, of late. The point hath been weightily discussed, whether we, that 
are of authority and influence, do well discharge our consciences by 
trusting an immortal soul, such as there is in yonder child, to the guid- 
ance of one who hath stumbled and fallen, amid the pitfalls of this world. 
Speak thou, the child’s own mother! Were it not, thinkest thou, for thy 
little one’s temporal and eternal welfare that she be taken out of thy 
charge, and clad soberly, and disciplined strictly, and instructed in the 
truths of heaven and earth? What canst thou do for the child, in thi? 
kind?” 

“I can teach my little Pearl whwt 1 have learned from this! ” answered 
Hester Prynne, laying her finger on the red token. 

“Woman, it is thy badge of shame' ” replied the stern magistrate. “It is 
because of the stain which that lette r indicates, that we would transfer 
thy child to other hands.” 

“Nevertheless,” said the mother, :almly, though growing more pale, 
“this badge hath taught me — it dail / teaches me — it is teaching me at 
this moment — lessons whereof my child may be the wiser and better, 
albeit they can profit nothing to myself.” 

“We will judge warily,” said Bellingham, “and look well what we are 
about to do. Good Master Wilson, I pray you, examine this Pearl — since 
that is her name, — and see whether she hath had such Christian nurture 
as befits a child of her age.” 

The old minister seated himself in an arm-chair, and made an effort to 
draw Pearl betwixt his knees. But the child, unaccustomed to the touch 
of familiarity of any but her mother, escaped through the open window, 
and stood on the upper step looking like a wild tropical bird, of rich 
plumage, ready to take flight into the upper air. Mr. Wilson, not a little 
astonished at this outbreak, — for he was a grandfatherly sort of person- 
age, and usually a vast favorite with children, — essayed, however, to pro- 
ceed with the examination. 

“Pearl,” said he, with great solemnity, “thou must take heed to instruc- 
tion, that so, in due season, thou mayest wear in thy bosom the pearl oi 
great price. Canst thou tell me, my child, who made thee?” 

Now Pearl knew well enough who made her; for Hester Prynne, the 
daughter of a pious home, very soon after her talk with the child about 
her Heavenly Father, had begun to inform her of those truths which the 
human spirit, at whatever stage of immaturity, imbibes with such eager 
interest. Pearl, therefore, so large were the attainments of her three years' 
lifetime, could have borne a fair examination in the New England Primer, 
or the first column of the Westminster Catechisms, although unacquaint- 
ed W’ith the outward form of either of those celebrated works. But that 
perversity which all children have more or less of, and of which little 
Pearl had a tenfold portion, now, at the most inopportune moment, took 
thorough possession of her, and closed her lips, or impelled her to speak 
words amiss. After putting her finger in her mouth, with many ungracious 
refusals to answer good Mr. Wilson s questions, the child finally an 
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nounced that she had not been made at all, but had been plucked by her 
mother off the bush of wild roses that grew by the prison-door. 

This fantasy was probably suggested by the near proximity of the 
Govemor^s red roses, as Pearl stood outside of the window; together with 
her recollection of the prison rose-bush, which she had passed in coming 
hither. 

Old Roger Ch Illingworth, with a smile on his face, whispered some- 
thing in the young clergyman's ear. Hester Prynne looked at the man of 
skill, and even then, with her fate hanging in the balance, was startled to 
perceive what a change had come over his features, — how much uglier 
they were, — how his dark complexion seemed to have grown duskier, and 
his figure more misshapen, — since the days when she had familiarly 
known him. She met his eyes for an instant, but was immediately con- 
strained to give all her attention to the scene now going forward. 

“This is awful! ’’ cried the Governor, slowly recovering from the aston- 
ishment into which Pearl’s response had thrown him. “Here is a child of 
three years old, and she cannot tell who made her I Without question, she 
is equally in the dark as to her soul, its present depravity, and future des- 
tiny! Methinks, gentlemen, we need inquire no further.” 

Hester caught hold of Pearl, and drew her forcibly into her arms, con- 
fronting the old Puritan magistrate with almost a fierce expression. Alone 
in the world, cast off by it, and with this sole treasure to keep her heart 
alive, she felt that she possessed indefeasible rights against the world, and 
was ready to defend them to the death. 

“God gave me the child!” cried she. “He gave her in requital of al! 
things else, which ye had taken from me. She is my happiness! — she is 
my torture, none the less! Pearl keeps me here in life! Pearl punishes me 
too! See ye not, she is the scarlet letter, only capable of being loved, and 
so endowed with a million-fold the power of retribution for my sin? Ye 
shall not take her! I will die first! ” 

“My poor woman,” said the not unkind old minister, “the child shall 
be well cared for !— far better than thou canst do it.” 

“God gave her into my keeping,” repeated Hester Prynne, raising her 
voice almost to a shriek. “I will not give her up!” — And here, by a sud- 
den impulse, she turned to the young clergyman, Mr. Dimmesdale, at 
whom, up to this moment, she had seemed hardly so much as once to 
direct her eyes. — “Speak thou for me! ” cried she. “Thou wast my pastor, 
and hadst charge of my soul, and knowest me better than these men can. 
I will not lose the child! Speak for me! Thou knowest, — for thou hast 
sympathies which these men lack! — thou knowest what is in my heart, 
and what are a mother’s rights, and how much the stronger they are, when 
that mother has but her child and the scarlet letter! Look thou to it! I 
will not lose the child ! Look to it I ” 

^ At this wild and singiriar appeal, which indicated that Hester Prynne’s 
situation had provoked her to little less than madness, the young minister 
at once came forward, pale, and holding his hand over his heart, as was 
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his custom whenever his peculiarly nervous temperament was thrown into 
agitation. He looked now more careworn and emaciated than as we de- 
scribed him at the scene of Hester’s public ignominy; and whether it were 
his failing health, or whatever the cause might be, his large dark eyes had 
a world of pain in their troubled and melancholy depth. 

^‘There is truth in what she says,” began the minister, with a voice 
sweet, tremulous, but powerful, insomuch that the hall reechoed, and the 
hollow armor rang with it, — “truth in what Hester says, and in the feeh 
ing which inspires her! God gave her the child, and gave her, too, an in^ 
stinctive knowledge of its nature and requirements, — both seemingly so 
peculiar, — which no other mortal being can possess. And, moreover, is 
there not a quality of awful sacredness in the relation between this 
mother and this child?” 

“Ay! — how is that, good ^Master I dmmesdale?” interrupted the Gover- 
nor. “Make that plain, I pray you ! ” 

“It must be even so,” resumed th* minister. “For, if we deem it other- 
wise, do we not thereby say that th( Heavenly Father, the Creator of all 
flesh, hath lightly recognized a deec of sin, and made of no accrmnt the 
distinction between unhallowed lu^t and holy love? This child of its 
father’s guilt and its mother s shame hath come from the hand of God, tc- 
work in many ways upon her hean , who pleads so earnestly, and with 
such bitterness of spirit, the right to keep her. It was meant for a blessing, 
for the one blessing of her life! It was meant, doubtless, as the mother 
herself hath told us, for a retribution too; a torture to be felt at many an 
unthought-of moment; a pang, a sting, an ever-recurring agony, in the 
midst of a troubled joy! Hath she not expressed this thought in the garb 
of the poor child, so forcibly reminding us of that red symbol which sears 
her bosom?” 

“Well said, again!” cried good Mr. Wilson. “I feared the woman had 
no better thought than to make a mountebank of her child! " 

“Oh, not so! — not so!” continued Mr. Dimmesdale. “She recognizes, 
believe me, the solemn miracle which God hath wrought, in the existence 
of that child. And may she feel, loo, — what, methinks, is the very truth, 
— that this boon was meant, above all things else, to keep the mother ^ 
soul alive, and to preserve her from blacker depths of sin into w^hich Satan 
might else have sought to plunge her! Therefore it is good for this poor, 
sinful woman that she hath an infant immortality, a being capable of 
eternal joy or sorrow, confided to her care, — to be trained up by her to 
righteousness, — to remind her, at every moment, of her fall, — but yet to 
teach her, as it were by the Creator s sacred pledge, that, if she bring the 
child to heaven, the child also will bring its parent thither! Herein is the 
sinful mother happier than the sinful father. For Hester Prynne’s sake, 
then, and no less for the poor child’s sake, let us leave them as Providence 
hath seen fit to place them ! ” 

“You speak, my friend, with a strange earnestness,” $aid old Roger 
Chillingworth, smiling at him. 
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‘‘And there is a weighty import in what my young brother hath spok- 
en,” added the Reverend Mr. Wilson. “What say you, worshipful Master 
Bellingham? Hath he not pleaded well for the poor woman?” 

“Indeed hath he,” answered the magistrate, “and hath adduced such 
arguments, that we will even leave the matter as it now stands; so long, at 
least, as there shall be no further scandal in the woman. Care must be 
had, nevertheless, to put the child to due and stated examination in the 
catechism, at thy hands or Master Dimmesdale’s. Moreover, at a proper 
season, the tithing-men must take heed that she go both to school and to 
meeting.” 

The young minister, on ceasing to speak, had withdrawn a few steps 
from the group, and stood with his face partially concealed in the heavy 
folds of the window-curtains; while the shadow of his figure, which the 
sunlight cast upon the floor, was tremulous with the vehemence of his 
appeal. Pearl, that wild and flighty little elf, stole softly towards him, and 
taking his hand in the grasp of both her own, laid her cheek against it; a 
caress so tender, and withal so unobtrusive, that her mother, who was 
looking on, asked herself, — ^“Is that my Pearl?” Yet she knew that there 
was love in the child’s heart, although it mostly revealed itself in passion, 
and hardly twice in her lifetime had been softened by such gentleness as 
now. The minister, — for, save the long-sought regards of woman, nothing 
is sweeter than these marks of childish preference, accorded spontaneous- 
ly by a spiritual instinct, and therefore seeming to imply in us something 
truly worthy to be loved, — the minister looked round, laid his hand on 
the child’s head, hesitated an instant, and then kissed her brow. Little 
Pearl’s unwonted mood of sentiment lasted no longer; she laughed, and 
went capering down the hall, so airily, that old Mr. Wilson raised a ques- 
tion whether even her tiptoes touched the floor. 

“The little baggage hath witchcraft in her, I profess,” said he to Mr. 
Dimmesdale. “She needs no old woman’s broomstick to fly withal!” 

“A strange child! ” remarked old Roger Chillingworth. “It is easy to 
see the mother’s part in her. Would it be beyond a philosopher’s research, 
think ye, gentlemen, to analyze that child’s nature, and, from its make 
and mould, to give a shrewd guess at the father?” 

“Nay ; it would be sinful, in such a question, to follow the clew of pro- 
fane philosophy,” said Mr. Wilson. “Better to fast and pray upon it; and 
still better, it may be, to leave the mystery as we find it, unless Prov- 
idence reveal it of its own accord. Thereby, every good Christian man 
hath a title to show a father’s kindness towards the poor, deserted babe.” 

The affair being so satisfactorily concluded, Hester Prynne, with Pearl, 
departed from the house. As they descended the steps, it is averred that 
the lattice of a chamber-window was thrown open, and forth into the 
sunny day was trust the face of Mistress Hibbins, Governor Bellingham’s 
bitter-tempered sister, and the same who, a few years later, was executed 
as a witch. 

“Hist, hist!” said she, while her ill-omened physiognomy seemed to 
cast a sliadow over the cheerful newness of the house. “Wilt thou go with 
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US to-night? There will be a merry company in the forest; and I wellnigh 
promised the Black Man that comely Hester Prynne should make one/’ 

‘^Make my excuse to him, so please you! ” answered Hester, with a tri- 
umphant smile. must tarry at home, and keep watch over my little 
Pearl. Had they taken her from me, I would willingly have gone with thee 
into the forest, and signed my name in the Black Man’s book too, and 
that with mine own blood I ” 

“We shall have thee there anon!” said the witchlady, frowning, as she 
drew back her head. 

But here — if we suppose this interview betwixt Mistress Hibbins and 
Hester Prynne to be authentic, and not a parable — was already an illus- 
tration of the young minister’s argument against sundering the relation of 
a fallen mother to the offspring of her frailty. Even thus early had thf 
child saved her from Satan’s snare. 


ix 

The Leech 

Under the appellation of Roger Chillingworth, the reader will remember, 
was hidden another name, which its former wearer had resolved should 
never more be spoken. It has been related how, in the crowd that wit- 
nessed Hester Prynne’s ignominious exposure, stood a man, elderly, 
travel-worn, who, just emerging from the perilous wilderness, beheld the 
woman, in whom he hoped to find embodied the warmth and cheerfulness 
of home, set up as a type of sin before the people. Her matronly fame was 
trodden under all men’s feet. Infamy was babbling around her in the pub- 
lic market-place. For her kindred, should the tidings ever reach them, and 
for the companions of her unspotted life, there remained nothing but the 
contagion of her dishonor, — which would not fail to be distributed in 
strict accordance and proportion with the intimacy and sacredness of 
their previous relationship. Then why — since the choice was with himself 
— should the individual, whose connection with the fallen woman had 
been the most intimate and sacred of them all, come forward to vindicate 
his claim to an inheritance so little desirable? He resolved not to be pib 
loried beside her on her pedestal of shame. Unknown to all but Hester 
Prynne, and possessing the lock and key of her silence, he chose to with- 
draw his name from the roll of mankind, and, as regarded his former ties 
and interests, to vanish out of life as completely as if he indeed lay at the 
bottom of the ocean, whither rumor had long ago consigned him. This 
purpose once effected, new interests would immediately spring up, and 
likewise a new purpose; dark, it is true, if not guilty, but of force enougl 
to engage the full strength of his faculties. 
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In pursuance of this resolve, he took up his residence in the Puritan 
town, as Roger Chillingworth, without other introduction than the learn- 
ing and intelligence of which he possessed more than a common measure. 
As his studies, at a previous period of his life, had made him extensively 
acquainted with the medical science of the day, it was as a physician that 
he presented himself, and as such was cordially received. Skilful men, of 
the medical and chirurgical profession, were of rare occurrence in the 
colony. They seldom, it would appear, partook of the religious zeal that 
brought other emigrants across the Atlantic. In their researches into the 
human frame, it may be that the higher and more subtile faculties of such 
men were materialized, and that they lost the spiritual view of existence 
amid the intricacies of that wondrous mechanism, which seemed to in- 
volve art enough to comprise all of life within itself. At all events, the 
health of the good town of Boston, so far as medicine had aught to do 
with it, had hitherto lain in the guardianship of an aged deacon and 
apothecary, whose piety and godly deportment were stronger testimonials 
in his favor than any that he could have produced in the shape of a di- 
ploma. The only surgeon was one who combined the occasional exercise of 
that noble art with the daily and habitual flourish of a razor. To such a 
professional body Roger Chillingworth w^as a brilliant acquisition. He 
soon manifested his familiarity with the ponderous and imposing machin- 
ery of antique physic; in which every remedy contained a multitude of 
far-fetched and heterogeneous ingredients, as elaborately compounded as 
if the proposed result had been the Elixir of Life. In his Indian captivity, 
moreover, he had gained much knowledge of the properties of native 
herbs and roots; nor did he conceal from his patients, that these simple 
medicines. Nature’s boon to the untutored savage, had quite as large a 
share of his own confidence as the European pharmacopoeia, which so 
many learned doctors had spent centuries in elaborating. 

This learned stranger was exemplary, as regarded, at least, the outward 
forms of a religious life, and, early after his arrival, had chosen for his 
spiritual guide the Reverend Mr. Dimmesdale. The young divine, whose 
scholar-like renown still lived in Oxford, was considered by his more fer- 
vent admirers as little less than a heaven-ordained apostle, destined, 
snould he live and labor for the ordinary term of life, to do as great deeds 
for the now feeble New England Church as the early Fathers had 
achieved for the infancy of the Christian faith. About this period, how- 
ever, the health of Mr. Dimmesdale had evidently begun to fail By those 
best acquainted with his habits, the paleness of the young minister’s 
cheek was accounted for by his too earnest devotion to study, his scrupu- 
lous fulfilment of parochial duty, and, more than all, by the fasts and 
vigils of which he made a frequent practice, in order to keep the grossness 
of this earthly state from clogging and obscuring his spiritual lamp. 
Some declared, that, if Mr. Dimmesdale were really going to die, it was 
cause enough, that the world was not worthy to be any ^onger trodden by 
his feet. He himself, on the other hand, with characteristic humility, 
avowed his belief, that, if Providence should see fit to remove him. it 
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would be because of his own unworthiness to perform its humblest mis- 
sion here on earth. With all this difference of opinion as to the cause of 
his decline, there could be no question of the fact. His form grew emaci 
ated; his voice, though still rich and sweet, had a certain melancholy 
prophecy of decay in it; he was often observed, on any slight alarm or 
other sudden accident, to put his hand over his heart, with first a flush 
and then a paleness, indicative of pain. 

Such was the young clergyman's condition, and so imminent the pros- 
pect that his dawning light would be extinguished, all untimely, when 
Roger Chillingworth made his advent to the town. His first entry on the 
scene, few people could tell whence, dropping down, as it were, out of the 
sky, or starting from the nether ear-h, had an aspect of mystery , tvhich 
w^as easily heightened to the miracul ms. He was now known to be a man 
of skill ; it was observed that he gathered herbs, and the blossoms of wild- 
flowers, and dug up roots, and pluckt d off twigs from the forest-trees, like 
one acquainted with hidden virtues in what was valueless to common 
eyes. He was heard to speak of Sir K melm Digby, and other famous men, 
— whose scientific attainments wen- esteemed hardly less than super- 
natural, — as having been his correspondents or associates. Why, with 
such rank in the learned world, had he come hither? What could he, 
whose sphere was in great cities, be seeking in the wilderness? In answer 
to this query, a rumor gained ground, — and, however absurd, was enter- 
tained by some very sensible people,— that Heaven had wrought an abso- 
lute miracle, by transporting an eminent Doctor of Physic, from a Ger- 
man university, bodily through the air, and setting him down at the door 
of Mr. Dimmesdale’s study! Individuals of wiser faith, indeed, who knew 
that Heaven promotes its purposes without aiming at the stage-effect of 
what is called miraculous interposition, were inclined to see a providential 
hand in Roger Chillingworth ’s so opportune arrival. 

The idea was countenanced by the strong interest which the physician 
ever manifested in the young clergyman; he attached himself to him as a 
parishioner, and sought to win a friendly regard and confidence from hi^ 
naturally reserved sensibility. He expressed great alarm at his pastor s 
state of health, but was anxious to attempt the cure, and, if early under- 
taken, seemed not despondent of a favorable result. The elders, the 
deacons, the motherly dames, and the young and fair maidens, of Mr. 
Dimmesdale’s flock, were alike importunate that he should make trial of 
the physician’s frankly offered skill. Mr. Dimmesdale gently repelled 
their entreaties. 

need no medicine,” said he. 

But how could the young minister say so, when, with every successive 
Sabbath, his cheek was paler and thinner, and his voice more tremulous 
than before, — when it had now become a constant habit, rather than a 
casual gesture, to press his hand over his heart? Was he weary of his 
labors? Did he wish to die? These questions were solemnly propounded 
to Mr. Dimmesdale by the elder ministers of Boston and the deacons of 
his church, who, to use their own phrase, ‘‘dealt with him" on the sin of 
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rejecting the aid which Providence so manifestly held out He listened in 
silence, and finally promised to confer with the physician. 

^‘Were it God’s will,” said the Reverend Mr. Dimmesdale, when, in ful- 
filment of this pledge, he requested old Roger Chillingworth’s professional 
advice, ‘'I could be well content that my labors, and my sorrows, and my 
sins, and my pains, should shortly end with me, and what is earthly : f 
them be buried in my grave, and the spiritual go with me to my eternal 
state, rather than that you should put your skill to the proof in mv 
behalf.” 

Ah,” replied Roger Chillingworth, with that quietness which, whether 
imposed or natural, marked all his deportment, “it is thus that a young 
clergyman is apt to speak. Youthful men, not having taken a deep root, 
give up their hold of life so easily! And saintly men, who walk with God 
on earth, would fain be away, to walk with him on the golden pavements 
of the New Jerusalem.” 

“Nay,” rejoined the young minister, putting his hand to his heart, with 
a flush of pain flitting over his brow, “were I worthier to walk there, I 
could be better content to toil here.” 

“Good men ever interpret themselves too meanly,” said the physician. 

In this manner, the mysterious old Roger Chillingworth became the 
medical adviser of the Reverend Mr. Dimmesdale. As not only the disease 
interested the physician, but he was strongly moved to look into the char- 
acter and qualities of the patient, these two men, so different in age, came 
gradually to spend much time together. For the sake of the minister’s 
health, and to enable the leech to gather plants with healing balm in 
them, they took long walks on the sea-shore, or in the forest; mingling 
various talk with the plash and murmur of the waves, and the solemn 
wind-anthem among the tree-tops. Often, likewise, one was the guest of 
the other, in his place of study and retirement. There was a fascination 
for the minister in the company of the man of science, in whom he rec- 
ognized an intellectual cultivation of no moderate depth or scope; to- 
gether with a range and freedom of ideas that he would have vainly 
looked for among the members of his own profession. In truth, he was 
startled, if not shocked, to find this attribute in the physician. Mr. Dim- 
mesdale was a true priest, a true religionist, with the reverential sentiment 
largely developed, and an order of mind that impelled itself powerfully 
.along the track of a creed, and wore its passage continually deeper with 
the lapse of time. In no state of society would he have been what is called 
a man of liberal views; it would always be essential to his peace to feel the 
pressure of a faith about him, supporting, while it confined him within its 
iron framework. Not the less, however, though with a tremulous enjoy- 
ment, did he feel the occasional relief of looking at the universe through 
the medium of another kind of intellect than those with which he habitu- 
ally held converse. It was as if a window were thrown open, admitting a 
freer atmosphere into the close and stifled study, where his life was wast- 
ing itself away, amid lamplight, or obstructed day-beams, and the musty 
f >-agrance, be it sensual or moral, that exhales from books. But the air was 
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too fresh and chill to be long breathed with comfort. So the minister, and 
the physician with him, withdrew again within the limits of what their 
church defined as orthodox. 

Thus Roger Chillingworth scrutinized his patient carefully, both as he 
saw him in his ordinary life, keeping an accustomed pathway in the range 
of thoughts familiar to him, and as he appeared when thrown amidst 
other moral scenery, the novelty of which might call out something new 
to the surface of his character. He deemed it essential, it would seem, to 
know the man, before attempting to do him good. Wherever there is a 
heart and an intellect, the diseases of the physical frame are tinged with 
the peculiarities of these. In Arthur Dimmesdale, thought and imagina- 
tion were so active, and sensibility so intense, that the bodily infirmity 
would be likely to have its groundwc^rk there. So Roger Chillingworth — 
the man of skill, the kind and friendly physician — strove to go deep into 
his patient’s bosom, delving among his principles, prying into his recollec- 
tions, and probing everything with a ( autious touch, like a treasure-seekei 
in a dark cavern. Few secrets can esc ape an investigator, who has oppor- 
tunity and license to undertake such a quest, and skill to follow it up. A 
man burdened with a secret should ‘^specially avoid the intimacy of his 
physician. If the latter jxissess native sagacity, and a nameless something 
more, — let us call it intuition; if he show no intrusive egotism, nor dis 
agreeably prominent characteristics of his own; if he have the power 
which must be born with him, to bring his mind into such affinity with hi; 
patient s, that this last shall unaw’ares have spoken what he imagines him * 
self only to have thought; if such revelations be received without tumult, 
and acknowledged not so often by an uttered sympathy as by silence, an 
inarticulate breath, and here and there a word, to indicate that all is un- 
derstood ; if to these qualifications of a confidant be joined the advantages 
afforded by his recognized character as a physician, — then, at some in- 
evitable moment, will the soul of the sufferer be dissolved, and flow fortli 
in a dark, but transparent stream, bringing all its mysteries into the day- 
light. 

Roger Chillingworth possessed all, or most, of the attributes abovi. 
enumerated. Nevertheless, time went on; a kind of intimacy, as we have 
said, grew up between these two cultivated minds, which had as wide a 
field as the whole sphere of human thought and study, to meet upon; they 
discussed every topic of ethics and religion, of public affairs and private 
character; they talked much, on both sides, of matters that seemed per- 
sonal to themselves; and yet no secret, such as the physician fancied must 
exist there, ever stole out of the minister s consciousness into his compan- 
ion’s ear. The latter had his suspicions, indeed, that even the nature of 
Mr. Dimmesdale’s bodily disease had never fairly been revealed to him. 
It was a strange reserve! 

After a time, at a hint from Roger Chillingworth, the friends of Mr. 
Dimmesdale effected an arrangement by which the two were lodged in the 
same house; so that every ebb and flow of the minister's life-tide might 
pass under the eye of his anxious and attached physician. There was much 
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joy throughout the town when this greatly desirable object was attained. 
It was held to be the best possible measure for the young clergyman's wel- 
fare; unless, indeed, as often urged by such as felt authorized to do so, he 
had selected some one of the many blooming damsels, spiritually devoted 
to him, to become his devoted wife. This latter step, however, there was 
no present prospect that Arthur Dimmesdale would be prevailed upon to 
take; he rejected all suggestions of the kind, as if priestly celibacy were 
one of his articles of church-discipline. Doomed by his own choice, there- 
fore, as Mr. Dimmesdale so evidently was, to eat his unsavory morsel al- 
ways at another’s board, and endure the life-long chill which must be his 
lot who seeks to warm himself only at another’s fireside, it truly seemed 
that this sagacious, experienced, benevolent old physician, with his con- 
cord of paternal and reverential love for the young pastor, was the very 
man of all mankind to be constantly within reach of his voice. 

The new abode of the two friends w^as with a pious widow, of good so- 
cial rank, who dwelt in a house covering pretty nearly the site on which 
the venerable structure of King’s Chapel has since been built. It had the 
graveyard, originally Isaac Johnson’s homefield, on one side, and so well 
adapted to call up serious reflections, suited to their respective employ- 
ments, in both minister and man of physic. The motherly care of the good 
widow assigned to Mr. Dimmesdale a front apartment, with a sunny ex^ 
posure, and heavy window-curtains, to create a noontide shadow, when 
desirable. Ihe walls were hung round with tapestry, said to be from the 
Gobelin looms, and at all events, representing the Scriptural story of Da- 
vid and Bathsheba, and Nathan the Prophet, in colors still unfaded, but 
which made the fair woman of the scene almost as grimly picturesque as 
the woe-denouncing seer. Here, the pale clergyman piled up his library, 
rich with parchment-bound folios of the Fathers, and the lore of Rabbis, 
and monkish erudition, of which the Protestant divines, even while they 
vilified and decried that class of writers, were yet constrained often to 
avail themselves. On the other side of the house, old Roger Chillingworth 
arranged his study and laboratory; not such as a modern man of science 
would reckon even tolerably complete, but provided with a distilling ap- 
paratus, and the means of compounding drugs and chemicals, which the 
practised alchemist knew well how to turn to purpose. With such com- 
modiousness of situation, these two learned persons sat themselves down, 
each in his own domain, yet familiarly passing from one apartment to the 
other, and bestowing a mutual and not incurious inspection into one an- 
other’s business. 

And the Reverend Arthur Dimmesdale’s best discerning friends, as we 
have intimated, very reasonably imagined that the hand of Providence 
had done all this, for the purpose — ^besought in so many public, and do- 
mestic, and secret prayers — of restoring the young minister to health. But 
— it must now be said — another portion of the community had latterly 
begun to t^e its own view of the relation betwixt Mr. Dimmesdale and 
the mysterious old physician. When an uninstructed multitude attempts 
to see with its eyes, it is exceedingly apt to be deceived. When, however, 
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it forms its judgment, as it usually does, on the intuitions of its great and 
warm heart, the conclusions thus attained are often so profound and so 
unerring, as to possess the character of truths supernaturally revealed. 
The people, in the case of which we speak, could justify its prejudice 
against Roger Chillingworth by no fact or argument worthy of serious re- 
futation. There was an aged handicraftsman, it is true, who had been a 
citizen of London at the f>eriod of Sir Thomas Overbury’s murder, now 
some thirty years agone ; he testified to having seen the physician, under 
some other name, which the narrator of the story had now forgotten, in 
company with Doctor Forman, the famous old conjurer, who was impli- 
cated in the affair of Overbury. Two or three individuals hinted, that the 
man of skill, during his Indian capti\ ity, had enlarged his medical attain- 
ments by joining in the incantations of the savage priests; who were uni- 
versally acknowledged to be powerful enchanters, often performing seem- 
ingly miraculous cures by their skill in the black art. A large number — 
and many of these were persons of .‘^uch sober sense and practical obser- 
vation that their opinions would ha 'e been valuable in other matters — 
affirmed that Roger Chillingworth^s aspect had undergone a remarkable 
change while he had dwelt in town, and especially since his abode with 
Mr. Dimmesdale. At first his express on had been calm, meditative, schol- 
ar-like. Now, there was something i gly and evil in his face, w^hich they 
had not previously noticed, and wLich grew still the more obvious to sight 
the oftener they looked upon him. According to the \nilgar idea, the fire in 
his laboratory had been brought from the lower regions, and was fed with 
infernal fuel; and so, as might be expected, his visage was getting sooty 
with the smoke. 

To sum up the matter, it grew to be a widely diffused opinion, that the 
Reverend Arthur Dimmesdale, like many other personages of especial 
sanctity, in all ages of the Christian world, was haunted either by Satan 
himself, or Satan’s emissary, in the guise of old Roger Chillingworth. This 
diabolical agent had the Divine permission, for a season, to burrow into 
the clergyman’s intimacy, and plot against his soul. No sensible man, it 
was confessed, could doubt on which side the victory would turn. The 
people looked, with an unshaken hope, to see the minister come forth out 
of the conflict transfigured with the glory which he would unquestionably 
win. Meanwhile, nevertheless, it was sad to think of the perchance mortal 
agony through which he must struggle towards his triumph. 

Alas! to judge from the gloom and terror in the depths of the poor min- 
ister’s eyes, the battle was a sore one, and the victory anything but secure 
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The Leech and His Patient 

Old Roger Chillingworth, throughout life, had been calm in temperament, 
kindly, though not of warm affections, but ever, and in all his relations 
with the world, a pure and upright man. He had begun an investigation, 
as he imagined, with the severe and equal integrity of a judge, desirous 
only of truth, even as if the question involved no more than the air-drawn 
lines and figures of a geometrical problem, instead of human passions, and 
wrongs inflicted on himself. But, as he proceeded, a terrible fascination^ a 
kind of fierce, though still calm, necessity seized the old man within its 
gripe, and never set him free again until he had done all its bidding. He 
now dug into the poor clergyman’s heart, like a miner searching for gold ; 
or, rather, like a sexton delving into a grave, possibly in quest of a jewel 
that had Wn buried on the dead man’s bosom, but likely to find nothing 
save mortality and corruption. Alas for his own soul, if these were what 
he sought I 

Sometimes a light glimmered out of the physician’s eyes, burning blue 
and ominous, like the reflection of a furnace, or, let us say, like one of 
those gleams of ghastly fire that darted from Bunyan’s awful doorway in 
the hill-side, and quivered on the pilgrim’s face. The soil where this dark 
miner was working had perchance shown indications that encouraged him. 

^This man,” said he, at one such moment, to himself, ‘‘pure as they 
deem him, — all spiritual as he seems, — ^hath inherited a strong animal na- 
ture from his father or his mother. Let us dig a little further in the direc- 
tion of this vein I” 

Then, after long search into the minister’s dim interior, and turning 
over many precious materials, in the shape of high aspirations for the wel- 
fare of his race, warm love of souls, pure sentiments, natural piety, 
strengthened by thought and study, and illuminated by revelation, — all 
of which invaluable gold was perhaps no better than rubbish to the seek- 
er, — ^he would turn back discouraged, and begin his quest towards an- 
other point. He groped along as stealthily, with as cautious a tread, and 
as wary an outlook, as a thief entering a chamber where a man lies only 
half asleep, — or, it may be, broad awaJke, — ^with purpose to steal the very 
treasure which this man guards as the apple of his eye. In spite of his 
premeditated carefulness, the floor would now and then creak ; his gar- 
ments would rustle; the shadow of his presence, in a forbidden proximity, 
would be thrown across his victim. In other words, Mr. Dimmesdale, 
whose sensibility of nerve often produced the effect of spiritual intuition, 
would become vaguely aware that something inimical to his peace had 
vhrust itself into relation with him. But old Roger Chillingworth, too, had 
perceptions that were almost intuitive; and when the minister threw his 
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startled eyes towards him, there the physician sat; his kind, watchful 
sympathizing, but never intrusive friend. 

Yet Mr. Dimmesdale would perhaps have seen this individual’s charac- 
ter more perfectly, if a certain morbidness, to which sick hearts are liable, 
had not rendered him suspicious of all mankind. Trusting no man as his 
friend, he could not recognize his enemy when the latter actually ap- 
peared. He therefore still kept up a familiar intercourse with him, daily 
receiving the old physician in his study; or visiting the laboratory, and, 
for recreation’s s^e, watching the processes by which weeds were coi>- 
verted into drugs of potency. 

One day, leaning his forehead on his hand, and his elbow on the sill of 
the open window, that looked towards the graveyard, he talked with Rog- 
er Chillingworth, while the old man was examining a bundle of unsightly 
plants. 

^^Where,” asked he, with a look ast^ance at them, — for it was the clergy- 
man’s peculiarity that he seldom, nowadays, looked straightforth at any 
object, whether human or inanimal?, — ^‘where, my kind doctor, did you 
gather those herbs, with such a dark flabby leaf?” 

^^Even in the graveyard here at h md,” answered the physician contin- 
uing his employment. ‘‘They are new to me. I found them growing on a 
grave, which bore no tombstone, nor other memorial of the dead man, 
save these ugly weeds, that have taken upon themselves to keep him in 
remembrance. They grew out of his heart, and typify, it may be, some hid- 
eous secret that was buried with him, and which he had done better to 
confess during his lifetime.” 

“Perchance,” said Mr. Dimmesdale, “he earnestly desired it, but could 
not.” 

“And wherefore?” rejoined the physician. “Wherefore not; since all 
the powers of nature call so earnestly for the confession of sin, that these 
black weeds have sprung up out of a buried heart, to make manifest an 
un.spoken crime?” 

“That, good Sir, is but a fantasy of yours,” replied the minister. “There 
can be, if I forebode aright, no power, short of the Divine mercy, to dis- 
close, whether by uttered words, or by type or emblem, the secrets that 
may be buried with a human heart. The heart, making itself guilty of such 
secrets, must perforce hold them, until the day when all hidden things 
shall be revealed. Nor have I so read or interpreted Holy Writ, as to un- 
derstand that the disclosure of human thoughts and deeds, then to be 
made, is intended as a part of the retribution. That, surely, w^ere a shallow 
view of it. No ; these revelations, unless I greatly err, are meant merely to 
promote the intellectual satisfaction of all intelligent beings, who wdll 
stand waiting, on that day, to see the dark problem of this life made 
plain. A knowledge of men’s hearts will be needful to the completest solu- 
tion of that problem. And I conceive, moreover, that the hearts holding 
such miserable secrets as you speak of will yield them up, at that last day. 
not with reluctance, but with a joy unutterable.” 

“Then why not reveal them here?” asked Roger ChillingAvorth, glanc- 
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ing quietly aside at the minister. “Why should not the guilty ones sooner 
avail themselves of this unutterable solace?” 

“They mostly do,” said the clergyman, griping hard at his breast as if 
afflicted with an importunate throb of pain. “Many, many a poor soul 
hath given its confidence to me, not only on the death-bed, but while 
strong in life, and fair in reputation. And ever, after such an outpour.ig, 
oh, what a relief have I witnessed in those sinful brethren! even as in one 
who at last draws free air, after long stifling with his own polluted breath. 
How can it be otherwise? Why should a wretched man, guilty, we will 
say, of murder, prefer to keep the dead corpse buried in his own heart, 
rather than fling it forth at once, and let the universe take care of it ! ” 

“Yet some men bury their secrets thus,” observed the calm physician. 

“True; there are such men,” answered Mr. Dimmesdale. “But, not to 
suggest more obvious reasons, it may be that they are kept silent by the 
very constitution of their nature. Or, — can we not suppose it? — guilty as 
they may be, retaining, nevertheless, a zeal for God s glory and man’s 
welfare, they shrink from displaying themselves black and filthy in the 
view of men; because, thenceforward, no good can be achieved by them; 
no evil of the past be redeemed by better service. So, to their own unutter- 
able torment, they go about among their fellow-creatures, looking pure as 
new-fallen snow while their hearts are all speckled and spotted with iniq- 
uity of which they cannot rid themselves.” 

“These men deceive themselves,” said Roger Chillingworth, with some- 
what more emphasis than usual, and making a slight gesture with his fore- 
finger. “They fear to take up the shame that rightfully belongs to them. 
Their love for man, their zeal for God’s service, — these holy impulses may 
or may not coexist in their hearts with the evil inmates to which their 
guilt has unbarred the door, and which must needs propagate a hellish 
breed within them. But, if they seek to glorify God, let them not lift heav- 
enward their unclean hands! If they would serve their fellowmen, let 
them do it by ma,king manifest the power and reality of conscience, in 
constraining them to penitential self-abasement! Wouldst thou have me 
to believe, O wise, and pious friend, that a false show can be better — can 
be more for God’s glory, or man’s welfare — than God’s own truth? Trust 
me, such men deceive themselves! ” 

“It may be so,” said the young clergyman, indifferently, as waiving a 
discussion that he considered irrelevant or unreasonable. He had a ready 
faculty, indeed, of escaping from any topic that agitated his too sensitive 
and nervous temperament. “But, now, I would ask of my well-skilled phy- 
sician, whether, in good sooth, he deems me to have profited by his kindly 
care of this weak frame of mine?” 

Before Roger Chillingworth could answer, they heard the clear, wild 
laughter of a young child’s voice, proceeding from the adjacent burial- 
ground. Looking instinctively from the open window, — for it was sum- 
mer-time, — the minister beheld Hester Prynne and little Pearl passing 
along the footpath that traversed the enclosure. Pearl looked as beautiful 
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as the day, but was in one of those moods of perverse merriment whicli, 
whenever they occurred, seemed to remove her entirely out of the sphere 
of sympathy or human contact. She now skipped irreverently from one 
grave to another; until, coming to the broad, flat, armorial tombstone of 
a departed worthy, — perhaps of Isaac Johnson himself, — she began to 
dance upon it. In reply to her mother’s command and entreaty that she 
would behave more decorously, little Pearl paused to gather the prickly 
burrs from a tall burdock which grew beside the tomb. Taking a handful 
of these, she arranged them along the lines of the scarlet letter that dec- 
orated the maternal bosom, to which the burrs, as their nature was, tena- 
ciously adhered. Hester did not plu( k them off. 

Roger Chillingworth had by th s time approached the window, and 
smiled grimly down. 

'There is no law, nor reverence lor authority, no regard for human or- 
dinances or opinions, right or wron^;, mixed up with that child’s composi- 
tion,” remarked he, as much to himself as to his companion. 'T saw her, 
the other day, bespatter the Cover lor himself with water, at the cattle- 
trough in Spring Lane. What, in H eaven’s name, is she? Is the imp alto- 
gether evil? Hath she affections? P'ath she any discoverable principle of 
being?” 

“None, — save the freedom of a broken law,’' answered Mr. Dimmes- 
dale, in a quiet way, as if he had been discussing the point within himself. 
“Whether capable of good, I know not.” 

The child probably overhead their voices; for, looking up to the wiix- 
dow, with a bright, but naughty smile of mirth and intelligence, she threw 
one of the prickly burrs at the Reverend Mr. Dimmesdale. The sensitive 
clergyman shrunk, with nervous dread, from the light missile. Detecting 
his emotion. Pearl clapped her little hands in the most extravagant ec- 
stasy. Hester Prynne, likewise, had involuntarily looked up; and all these 
four persons, old and young, regarded one another in silence, till the child 
laughed aloud; and shouted, — “Come away, mother! Come aw’ay, or yon- 
der old Black Man will catch you! He hath got hold of the minister al- 
ready. Come away, mother, or he will catch you! But he cannot catch 
little Pearl!” 

So she drew her mother away, skipping, dancing, and frisking fantas- 
tically, among the hillocks of the dead people, like a creature that had 
nothing in common with a bygone and buried generation, nor owned her- 
self akin to it. It was as if she had been made afresh, out of new elements, 
and must perforce be permitted to live her own life, and be a law unto 
herself, without her eccentricities being reckoned to her for a crime. 

“There goes a woman,” resumed Roger Chillingworth, after a pause, 
“who, be her demerits what they may, hath none of that mystery of hid- 
den sinfulness which you deem so grievous to be borne. Is Hester Prynne 
the less miserable, think you, for that scarlet letter on her breast?” 

“I do verily believe it,” answered the clergyman. “Nevertheless I can- 
not answer for her. There was ^ look of pain in her face, which I would 
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gladly have been spared the sight of. But still, methinks, it must needs be 
better for the sufferer to be free to show his pain, as this poor woman Hes- 
ter is, than to cover it all up in his heart.” 

There was another pause; and the physician began anew to examine 
and arrange the plants which he had gathered. 

‘‘You inquired of me, a little time agone,” said he, at length, ‘^my judg- 
ment as touching your health.” 

“I did,” answered the clergyman, “and would gladly learn it. Speak 
frankly, I pray you, be it for life or death.” 

“Freely, then, and plainly,” said the physician, still busy with his 
plants, but keeping a wary eye on Mr. Dimmesdale, “the disorder is a 
strange one; not so much in itself, nor as outwardly manifested, — in so 
far, at least, as the symptoms have been laid open to my observation. 
Looking daily at you, my good Sir, and watching the tokens of your as- 
pect, now for months gone by, I should deem you a man sore sick, it may 
be, yet not so sick but that an instructed and watchful physician might 
well hope to cure you. But — I know not what to say — the disease is what 
I seem to know, yet know it not.” 

“You speak in riddles, learned Sir,” said the pale minister, glancing 
aside out of the window. 

“Then to speak more plainly,” continued the physician, “and I crave 
pardon, Sir, — should it seem to require pardon, — for this needful plain- 
ness of my speech. Let me ask, — as your friend, — as one having charge, 
under Providence, of your life and physical well-being, — ^hath all the 
operation of this disorder been fairly laid open and recounted to me?” 

“How can you question it?” asked the minister. “Surely, it were child^s 
play to call in a physician, and then hide the sore! ” 

“You would tell me, then, that I know all?” said Roger Chillingworth, 
deliberately, and fixing an eye, bright with intense and concentrated in- 
telligence, on the minister’s face. “Be it so! But, again! He to whom only 
the outward and physical evil is laid open, knoweth, oftentimes, but half 
the evil which he is called upon to cure. A bodily disease, which we look 
upon as whole and entire within itself, may, after all, be but a symptom 
of some ailment in the spiritual part. Your pardon, once again, good Sir, 
if my speech give the shadow of offence. You, Sir, of all men whom I have 
known, are he whose body is the closest conjoined, and imbued, and iden- 
tified, so to speak, with the spirit whereof it is the instrument.” 

“Then I need ask no further,” said the clergyman, somewhat hastily 
rising from his chair. “You deal not, I take it, in medicine for the soul! ” 

“Thus, a sickness,” continued Roger Chillingworth, going on, in an un- 
altered tone, without heeding the interruption, — but standing up, and 
confronting the emaciated and white-cheeked minister, with his low, dark, 
and misshapen figure, — “a sickness, a sore place, if we may so call it, in 
your spirit, hath immediately its appropriate manifestation in your bodily 
frame. Would you, therefore, that your physician heal the bodily evil? 
How may this be, unless you first lay open to him the wound or trouble in 
your soul?” 



THE SCARLET LETTER 165 

‘‘Nol — ^not to theel — not to an earthly physician! ’’ cried Mr. Dimmes- 
dale, passionately, and turning his eyes, full and bright, and with a kind 
of fierceness, on old Roger Chillingworth. ‘'Not to thee! But, if it be the 
souks disease, then do I commit myself to the one Physician of the soul ! 
He, if it stand with his good pleasure, can cure; or he can kill! Let him do 
with me as, in his justice and wisdom, he shall see good. But who art thou, 
that meddlest in this matter? — that dares thrust himself between the suf- 
ferer and his God?^’ 

With a frantic gesture he rushed out of the room. 

“It is as well to have made this step,” said Roger Chillingworth to him- 
self, looking after the minister with a grave smile. “There is nothing lost. 
We shall be friends again anon. But see, now, how passion takes hold 
upon this man, and hurrieth him 01. t of himself! As with one passion, so 
with another! He hath done a w id thing erenow, this pious Master 
Dimmesdale, in the hot passion of his heart! ” 

It proved not difficult to reestablish the intimacy of the two compan- 
ions, on the same footing and in the same degree as heretofore. The young 
clergyman, after a few hours of pri\ acy, was sensible that the disorder of 
his nerves had hurried him into an unseemly outbreak of temper, which 
there had been nothing to the physician’s words to excuse or paliate. He 
marvelled, indeed, at the violence with which he had thrust back the kind 
old man, when merely proffering the advice which it was his duty to be- 
stow, and which the minister himself had expressly sought. With these re- 
morseful feelings, he lost no time in making the amplest apologies, and 
besought his friend still to continue the care, which, if not successful in 
restoring him to health, had, in all probability, been the means of prolong- 
ing his feeble existence to that hour. Roger Chillingworth readily as 
sented, and went on with his medical supervision of the minister; doing 
his best for him, in all good faith, but always quitting the patient’s apart- 
ment, at the close of a professional interview, with a mysterious and puz' 
zled smile upon his lips. This expression was invisible in Mr. Dimmest 
dale’s presence, but grew strongly evident as the physician crossed the 
threshold. 

“A rare case!” he muttered. “I must needs look deeper into it. A 
strange sympathy betwixt soul and body! Were it only for the art s sake, 
I must search this matter to the bottom! ” 

It came to pass, not long after the scene above recorded, that the Rev- 
erend Mr. Dimmesdale, at noonday, and entirely unawares, fell into a 
deep, deep slumber, sitting in his chair, with a large black-letter volume 
open before him on the table. It must have been a work of vast ability in 
the somniferous school of literature. The profound depth of the minister’s 
repose was the more remarkable, inasmuch as he was one of those persoi^ 
whose sleep, ordinarily, is as light, as fitful, and as easily scared away, as 
a small bird hopping on a twig. To such an unwonted remoteness, how- 
ever, had his spirit now withdrawn into itself, that he stirred not in his 
chair when old Roger Chillingworth, without any extraordinary precau- 
tion, came into the room. The physician advanced directly in front of his 
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patient, laid his hand upon his bosom, and thrust aside the vestment that, 
hitherto, had always covered it even from the professional eye. 

Then, indeed, Mr. Dimmesdale shuddered, and slightly stirred. 

After a brief pause, the physician turned away. 

But with what a wild look of wonder, joy, and horror! With what a 
ghastly rapture, as it were, too mighty to be expressed only by the eye and 
features, and therefore bursting forth through the whole ugliness of his 
figure, and making itself even riotously manifest by the extravagant ges- 
tures with which he threw up his arms towards the ceiling, and stamped 
his foot upon the floor! Had a man seen old Roger Chillingworth, at that 
moment of his ecstasy, he would have had no need to ask how Satan com- 
ports himself when a precious human soul is lost to heaven, and won into 
his kingdom. 

But what distinguished the physician’s ecstasy from Satan’s was the 
trait of wonder in it! 


XI 

The Interior of a Heart 

After the incident last described, the intercourse between the clergyman 
and the physician, though externally the same, was really of another char- 
acter than it had previously been. The intellect of Roger Chillingworth 
had now a sufficiently plain path before it. It was not, indeed, precisely 
that which he had laid out for himself to tread. Calm, gentle, passionless, 
as he appeared, there was yet, we fear, a quiet depth of malice, hitherto 
latent, but active now, in this unfortunate old man, which led him to im- 
agine a more intimate revenge than any mortal had ever wreaked upon an 
enemy. To make himself the one trusted friend, to whom should be con- 
fided all the fear, the remorse, the agony, the ineffectual repentance, the 
backward rush of sinful thoughts, expelled in vain ! All that guilty sorrow, 
hidden from the world, whose great heart would have pitied and forgiven, 
to be revealed to him, the Pitiless, to him, the Unforgiving! All that dark 
treasure to be lavished on the very man, to whom nothing else could so 
adequately pay the debt of vengeance! 

The clergyman’s shy and sensitive reserve had balked this scheme. 
Roger Chillingworth, however, was inclined to be hardly, if at all, less 
satisfied with the aspect of affairs, which Providence — using the avenger 
and his victim for its own purposes, and, perchance, pardoning where it 
seemed most to punish — ^had substituted for his black devices. A revela^ 
tion, he could almost say, had been granted to him. It mattered little, for 
his object, whether celestial, or from what other region. By its aid, in all 
the subsequent relations betwixt him and Mr. Dimmesdale, not merely 
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the external presence, but the very inmost soul, of the latter, seemed to 
be brought out before his eyes, so that he could see and comprehend its 
every movement. He became, thenceforth, not a spectator only, but a chief 
actor, in the poor minister’s interior world. He could play upon him as he 
chose. Would he arouse him with a throb of agony? The victim was for- 
ever on the rack; it needed only to know the spring that controlled the 
engine; and the physician knew it well! Would he startle him with sudden 
fear? As at the waving of a magician’s wand, uprose a grisly phantom, — 
uprose a thousand phantoms, — in many shapes, of death, or more awful 
shame, all flocking round about the clergyman, and pointing with their 
fingers at his breast! 

All this was accomplished with a subtlety so perfect that the minister, 
though he had constantly a dim pe ception of some evil influence watch- 
ing over him, could never gain a kn )wledge of its actual nature. True, he 
looked doubtfully, fearfully, — even at times, with horror and the bitter- 
ness of hatred, — at the deformed figure of the old physician. His gestures, 
his gait, his grizzled beard, his slight est and most indifferent acts, the very 
fashion of his garments, were odious in the clergyman’s sight; a tfken im- 
plicitly to be relied on, of a deepei antipathy in the breast of the latter 
than he was willing to acknowledge to himself. For, as it was impossible 
to assign a reason for such distrust and abhorrence, so Mr. Dimmesdale, 
conscious that the poison of one morbid spot was infecting his heart’s en- 
tire substance, attributed all his presentiments to no other cause. He took 
himself to task for his bad sympathies in reference to Roger Chilling- 
worth, disregarded the lesson that he should have drawn from them, and 
did his best to root them out. Unable to accomplish this, he nevertheless, 
as a matter of principle, continued his habits of social familiarity with the 
old man, and thus gave him constant opportunities for perfecting the pur- 
pose to which — poor, forlorn creature that he was, and more wretched 
than his victim — the avenger had devoted himself. 

While thus suffering under bodily disease, and gnawed and tortured by 
some black trouble of the soul, and given over to the machinations of his 
deadliest enemy, the Reverend Mr. Dimmesdale had achieved a brilliant 
popularity in his sacred office. He won it, indeed, in great part, by his sor- 
rows. His intellectual gifts, his moral perceptions, his power of experienc- 
ing and communicating emotion, were kept in a state of preternatural ac- 
tivity by the prick and anguish of his daily life. His fame, though still ob 
its upward slope, already overshadowed the soberer reputations of his 
fellow-clergymen, eminent as several of them were. There were scholars 
among them, who had spent more years in acquiring abstruse lore, con- 
nected with the divine profession, than Mr. Dimmesdale had lived; and 
who might well, therefore, be more profoundly versed in such solid and 
valuable attainments than their youthful brother. There were men, too, 
of a sturdier texture of mind than his, and endowed with a far greater 
share of shrewd, hard, iron, or granite understanding; which, duly min- 
gled with a fair proportion of doctrinal ingredient, constitutes a highly 
resnectable, efficacious, and unamiable variety of the clerical species. 
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There were others, again, true saintly fathers, whose faculties had been 
elaborated by weary toil among their books, and by patient thought, and 
etherealized, moreover, by spiritual communications with the better 
world, into which their purity of life had almost introduced these holy 
personages, with their garments of mortality still clinging to them. All 
that they lacked was the gift that descended upon the chosen disciple:3 at 
Pentecost, in tongues of flames; symbolizing, it would seem, not the 
power of speech in foreign and unknown languages, but that of address- 
ing the whole human brotherhood in the heart’s native language. These 
fathers, otherwise so apostolic, lacked Heaven’s last and rarest attesta- 
tion of their office, the Tongue of Flame. They would have vainly sought 
— ^had they ever dreamed of seeking — to express the highest truths 
through the humblest medium of familiar words and images. Their voices 
came down, afar and indistinctly, from the upper heights where they 
habitually dwelt. 

Not improbably, it was to this latter class of men that Mr. Dimmes- 
dale, by many of his traits of character, naturally belonged. To the high 
mountain-peaks of faith and sanctity he would have climbed, had not the 
tendency been thwarted by the burden, whatever it might be, of crime or 
anguish, beneath which it was his doom to totter. It kept him down, on a 
level with the lowest; him, the man of ethereal attributes, whose voice the 
angels might else have listened to and answered! But this very burden it 
was that gave him sympathies so intimate with the sinful brotherhood of 
mankind, so that his heart vibrated in unison with theirs, and received 
their pain into itself, and sent its own throb of pain through a thousand 
other hearts, in gushes of sad, persuasive eloquence. Oftenest persuasive, 
but sometimes terrible 1 The people knew not the power that moved them 
thus. They deemed the young clergyman a miracle of holiness. They fan- 
cied him the mouth-piece of Heaven’s messages of wisdom, and rebuke, 
and love. In their eyes, the very ground on which he trod was sanctified. 
The virgins of his church grew pale around him, victims of a passion so 
imbued with religious sentiment that they imagined it to be all religion, 
and brought it openly, in their white bosoms, as their most acceptable sac- 
rifice before the altar. The aged members of his flock, beholding Mr. 
Dimmesdale’s frame so feeble, while they were themselves so rugged in 
their infirmity, believed that he would go heavenward before them, and 
enjoined it upon their children, that their old bones should be buried close 
to their young pastor’s holy grave. And, all this time, perchance, when 
poor Mr. Dimmesdale was thinking of his grave, he questioned with him- 
self whether the grass would ever grow on it, because an accursed thing 
must tJiere be buried 1 

It is inconceivable, the agony with which this public veneration tor- 
tured himl It was his genuine impulse to adore the truth, and to reckon 
all things shadowlike, and utterly devoid of weight or value, that had not 
its divine essence as the life within their life. Then, what was he? — a sub- 
stance? — or the dimmest of all shadows? He longed to speak out, from his 
own pulpit, at the full height of his voice, and tell the people what he was. 
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whom you behold in these black garments of the priesthood, — I, who 
ascend the sacred desk, and turn my pale face heavenward, taking upon 
myself to hold communion, in your behalf, with the Most High Omni' 
science, — I, in whose daily life you discern the sancity of Enoch, — I, 
whose footsteps, as you suppose, leave a gleam along my earthly track, 
whereby the pilgrims that shall come after me may be guided to the re- 
gions of the blest, — I, who have laid the hand of baptism upon your chib 
dren, — I, who have breathed the parting prayer over your dying friends, 
to whom the Amen sounded faintly from a world which they had quitted, 
— I, your pastor, whom you so reveience and trust, am utterly a pollution 
and a lie!” 

More than once, Mr. Dimmesdale had gone into the pulpit, with a pur- 
pose never to come down its steps until he should have spoken words like 
the above. More than once, he had cleared his throat, and drawn in the 
long, deep, and tremulous breath, which, when sent forth again, would 
come burdened with the black secn^t of his soul. More than once — ^nay, 
more than a hundred times — hehac actually spoken I Spoken! But how? 
He had told his hearers that he wa.^ altogether vile, a viler companion of 
the vilest, the worst of sinners, an abomination, a thing of unimaginable 
iniquity; and that the only wonder was that they did not see his wretched 
body shrivelled up before their eyes, by the burning wrath of the Al- 
mighty! Could there be plainer speech than this? Would not the people 
start up in their seats, by a simultaneous impulse, and tear him down out 
of the pulpit, which he defiled? Not so, indeed! They heard it all, and did 
but reverence him the more. They little guessed what deadly purport 
lurked in those self-condemning words. ^^The godly youth!” said they 
among themselves. ‘‘The saint on earth! Alas, if he discern such sinfulness 
in his own white soul, what horrid spectacle would he behold in thine or 
mine! ” The minister well knew — subtle, but remorseful hypocrite that he 
was! — the light in which his vague confession would be viewed. He had 
striven to put a cheat upon himself by making the avowel of a guilty con- 
science, but had gained only one other sin, and a self-acknowledged 
shame, without the momentary relief of being self-deceived. He had 
spoken the very truth, and transformed it into the veriest falsehood. And 
yet, by the constitution of his nature, he loved the truth, and loathed the 
lie, as few men ever did. Therefore, above all things else, he loathed his 
miserable self! 

His inward trouble drove him to practices more in accordance with the 
old, corrupted faith of Rome, than with the better light of the church in 
which he had been born and bred. In Mr. Dimmesdale’s secret closet, 
under lock and key, there was a bloody scourge. Oftentimes, this Protes- 
tant and Puritan divine had plied it on his own shoulders; laughing bit- 
terly at himself the while, and smiting so much the more pitilessly because 
of that bitter laugh. It was his custom, too, as it has been that of many 
other pious Puritans, to fast, — not, however, like them, in order to purify 
the body and render it the fitter medium of celestial illumination, but rig- 
orously, and until his knees trembled beneath him, as an act of penance. 
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He kept vigils, likewise, night after night, sometimes in utter darkness; 
sometimes with a glimmering lamp; and sometimes, viewing his own face 
in a looking-glass, by the most powerful light which he could throw upon 
it. He thus typified the constant introspection wherewith he tortured, but 
could not purify, himself. In these lengthened vigils, his brain often reeled, 
and visions seemed to flit before him; perhaps seen doubtfully, and b> a 
faint light of their own, in the remote dimness of the chamber, or more 
vividly, and close beside him, within the looking-glass. Now it was a herd 
of diabolic shapes, that grinned and mocked at the pale minister, and 
beckoned him away with them ; now a group of shining angels, who flew 
upward heavily, as sorrow-laden, but grew more ethereal as they rose. 
Now came the dead friends of his youth, and his white-bearded father, 
with a saint-like frown, and his mother, turning her face away as she 
passed by. Ghost of a mother, — thinnest fantasy of a mother, — methinks 
she might yet have thrown a pitying glance towards her son! And now, 
through the chamber which these spectral thoughts had made so ghastly, 
glided Hester Prynne, leading along little Pearl, in her scarlet garb, and 
pointing her forefinger, first at the scarlet letter on her bosom, and then 
at the clergyman’s own breast. 

None of these visions ever quite deluded him. At any moment, by an 
effort of his will, he could discern substances through their misty lack of 
substance, and convince himself that they were not solid in their nature, 
like yonder table of carved oak, or that big, square, leathern-bound and 
brazen-clasped volume of divinity. But, for all that, they were, in one 
sense, the truest and most substantial things which the poor minister now 
dealt with. It is the unspeakable misery of a life so false as his, that it 
steals the pith and substance out of whatever realities there are around 
us, and which were meant by Heaven to be the spirit’s jcy and nutriment. 
To the untrue man, the whole universe is false, — it is impalpable, — it 
shrinks to nothing within his grasp. And he himself, in so far as he shows 
himself in a false light, becomes a shadow, or, indeed, ceases to exist. The 
only truth that continued to give Mr. Dimmesdale a real existence on this 
earth was the anguish in his inmost soul, and the undissembled expression 
of it in his aspect. Had he once found power to smile, and wear a face of 
gayety, there would have been no such man I 

On one of those ugly nights, which we have faintly hinted at, but for- 
borne to picture forth, the minister started from his chair. A new thought 
had struck him. There might be a moment’s peace in it. Attiring himself 
with as much care as if it had been for public worship, and precisely in the 
same manner, he stole softly down the staircase, undid the door, and is- 
sued forth. 
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XII 

The Minister's Vigil 

Walking in the shadow of a dream, as it were, and perhaps actually un- 
der the influence of a species of somnambulism, Mr. Dimmesclale reached 
the spot where, now so long since, Hester Prynne had lived through her 
first hours of public ignominy. The same platform or scaffold, black and 
weather-stained with the storm or sunshine of seven long years, and foot- 
worn, too, with the tread of many culprits who had since ascended it, re- 
mained standing beneath the balcon / of the meeting-house. The minister 
went up the steps. 

It was an obscure night of early vlay. An unvaried pall of cloud muf- 
fled the whole expanse of sky from zenith to horizon. If the same multi- 
tude which had stood as eye-witness^*s while Hester Prynne sustained her 
punishment could now have been summoned forth, they would have dis- 
cerned no face above the platform nor hardly the outline of a human 
shape, in the dark gray of the midnight. But the town was all asleep. 
There was no peril of discovery. The minister might stand there, if it so 
pleased him, until morning should redden in the east, without other risk 
than that the dank and chill night-air would creep into his frame, and stif- 
fen his joints with rheumatism, and clog his throat with catarrh and 
cough ; thereby defrauding the expectant audience of to-morrow's prayer 
and sermon. No eye could see him, save that ever-wakeful one which had 
seen him in his closet, wielding the bloody scourge. Why, then, had he 
come hither? Was it but the mockery of penitence? A mockery, indeed, 
but in which his soul trifled with itself! A mockery at which angels 
blushed and wept, while fiends rejoiced, with jeering laughter! He had 
been driven hither by the impulse of that Remorse which dogged him 
everywhere, and whose own sister and closely linked companion was that 
Cowardice which invariably drew him back, with her tremulous gripe, 
just when the other impulse had hurried him to the verge of a disclosure. 
Poor, miserable man! what right had infirmity like his to burden itself 
with crime? Crime is for the iron-nerved, who have their choice either to 
endure it, or, if it press too hard, to exert their fierce and savage strength 
for a good purpose, and fling it off at once! This feeble and most sensitive 
of spirits could do neither, yet continually did one thing or another, which 
intertwined, in the same inextricable knot, the agony of heaven-defying 
guilt and vain repentance. 

And thus, while standing on the scaffold, in this vain show of expiation, 
Mr. Dimmesdale was overcome with a great horror of mind, as if the uni- 
verse were gazing at a scarlet token on his nalced breast, right over his 
heart. On that spot, in very truth, there was, and there had long been, the 
gnawing and poisonous tooth of bodily pain. Without any effort of his 
will, or power to restrain himself, he shrieked aloud; an outcry that went 
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pealing through the night, and was beaten back from one house to an 
other^ and reverberated from the hills in the background ; as if a company 
of devils, detecting so much misery and terror in it, had made a plaything 
of the sound, and were bandying it to and fro. 

‘It is done!” muttered the minister, covering his face with his hands. 
“The whole town will awake, and hurry forth, and find me here 1 ” 

But it was not so. The shriek had perhaps sounded with a far greater 
power, to his own startled ears, than it actually possessed. The town did 
not awake; or, if it did, the drowsy sliimberers mistook the cry either for 
something frightful in a dream, or for the noise of witches; whose voices, 
at that period, were often heard to pass over the settlements or lonely cot- 
tages, as they rode with Satan through the air. The clergyman, therefore, 
hearing no symptoms of disturbance, uncovered his eyes and looked 
about him. At one of the chamber-windows of Governor Bellingham’s 
mansion, which stood at some distance, on the line of another street, he 
beheld the appearance of the old magistrate himself, with a lamp in his 
hand, a white nightcap on his head, and a long white gown enveloping his 
figure. He looked like a ghost, evoked unseasonably from the grave. The 
cry had evidently startled him. At another window of the same house, 
moreover, appeared old Mistress Hibbins, the Governor’s sister, also with 
a lamp, which, even thus far off, revealed the expression of her sour and 
discontented face. She thrust forth her head from the lattice, and looked 
anxiously upward. Beyond the shadow of a doubt, this venerable witch- 
lady had heard Mr. Dimmesdale’s outcry, and interpreted it, with its 
multitudinous echoes and reverberations, as the clamor of the fiends and 
night-hags, with whom she was well known to make excursions into the 
forest. 

Detecting the gleam of Governor Bellingham’s lamp, the old lady 
quickly extinguished her own, and vanished. Possibly, she went up among 
the clouds. The minister saw nothing further of her motions. The magis- 
trate, after a wary observation of the darkness, — into which, nevertheless, 
he could see but little further than he might into a mill-stone, — retired 
from the window. 

The minister grew comparatively calm. His eyes, however, were soon 
greeted by a little, glimmering light, which, at first a long way off, was ap- 
proaching up the street. It threw a gleam of recognition on here a post, 
and there a garden-fence, and here a latticed window-pane, and there a 
pump, with its full trough of water, and here, again, an arched door of 
oak, with an iron knocker, and a rough log for the doorstep. The Reverend 
Mr. Dimmesdale noted all these minute particulars, even while firmly 
convinced that the doom of his existence was stealing onward, in the foot- 
steps which he now heard ; and that the gleam of the lantern would fall 
upon him, in a few moments more, and reveal nis long-hidden secret. As 
the light drew nearer, he behld, within its illuminated circle, his brother 
clergyman, — or, to speak more accurately, his professional father, as well 
as highly valued friend, — the Reverend Mr. Wilson; who, as Mr. 
Dimmesdale now conjectured, had been praying at the bedside of some 
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dying man. And so he had. The good old minister came freshly from the 
death-chamber of Governor Winthrop, who had passed from earth to 
heaven within that very hour. And now, surrounded, like the saint-like 
personages of olden times, with a radiant halo, that glorified him amid 
Ihis gloomy night of sin, — as if the departed Governor had left him an in- 
heritance of his glory, or as if he had caught upon himself the distant 
shine of the celestial city, while looking thitherward to see the triumphal 
pilgrim pass within its gates, — ^now, in short, good Father Wilson was 
moving homeward, aiding his footsteps with a lighted lantern I The glim- 
mer of this luminary suggested the above conceits to Mr. Dimmesdale, 
who smiled, — nay, almost laughed at them, — and then wondered if he 
were going mad. 

As the Reverend Mr. Wilson pa-sed beside the scaffold, closely muf- 
fling his Geneva cloak about him with one arm, and holding the lantern 
before his breast with the other, th( minister could hardly restrain him- 
self from speaking. 

“A good evening to you, venerable Father Wilson! Come up hither, I 
pray you, and pass a pleasant hour w ?th me 1 ” 

Good heavens! Had Mr. Dimmesc ale actually spoken? For one instant, 
he believed that these words had passed his lips. But they were uttered 
only with his imagination. The venerable Father Wilson continued to step 
slowly onward, looking carefully at the muddy pathway before his feet, 
and never once turning his head towards the guilty platform. When the 
light of the glimmering lantern had faded quite away, the minister discov- 
ered, by the faintness which came over him, that the last few moments 
had been a crisis of terrible anxiety ; although his mind had made an in- 
voluntary effort to relieve itself by a kind of lurid playfulness. 

Shortly afterwards, the like grisly sense of the humorous again stole in 
among the solemn phantoms of his thought. He felt his limbs growing stiff 
with the unaccustomed chilliness of the night, and doubted whether he 
should be able to descend the steps of the scaffold. Morning would break, 
and find him there. The neighborhood would begin to rouse itself. The 
earliest riser, coming forth in the dim twilight, would perceive a vaguely 
defined figure aloft on the place of shame; and, half crazed betwixt alarm 
and curiosity, would go, knocking from door to door, summoning all the 
people to behold the ghost — as he needs must think it — of some defunct 
transgressor. A dusky tumult would flap its wings from one house to an- 
other. Then — the morning light still waxing stronger — old patriarchs 
would rise up in great haste, each in his flannel gown, and matronly 
dames, without pausing to put off their night-gear. The whole tribe of 
decorous personages, who had never heretofore been seen with a single 
hair of their heads awry, would start into public view, with the disorder 
of a nightmare in their aspects. Old Governor Bellingham would come 
grimly forth, with his King James’s ruff fastened askew; and Mistress 
Hibbins, with some twigs of the forest clinging to her skirts, and looking 
sourer than ever, as having hardly got a wink of sleep after her night ride; 
and good Father Wilson, too, after spending half the night, at a death* 
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bed, and liking ill to be disturbed, thus early, out of his dreams about the 
glorified saints. Hither, likewise, would come the elders and deacons of 
Mr. Dimmesdale^s church, and the young virgins who so idolized their 
minister, and had made a shrine for him in their white bosoms; which 
now, by the by, in their hurry and confusion, they would scantly have 
given themselves time to cover with their kerchiefs. All people, in a wo»* 1, 
would come stumbling over their thresholds, and turning up their amazed 
and horror-stricken visages around the scaffold. Whom would they dis- 
cern there, with the red eastern light upon his brow? Whom, but the Rev- 
erend Arthur Dimmesdale, half frozen to death, overwhelmed with shame, 
and standing where Hester Prynne had stood ! 

Carried away by the grotesque horror of this picture, the minister, un- 
awares, and to his own infinite alarm, burst into a great peal of laughter. 
It was immediately responded to by a light, airy, childish laugh, in which, 
with a thrill of the heart, — but he knew not whether of exquisite pain, ur 
pleasure as acute, — he recognized the tones of little Pearl. 

^Tearl! Little Pearl! ” cried he after a moment’s pause; then, suppres- 
sing his voice, — ^‘Hester! Hester Prynne! Are you there?’^ 

“Yes; it is Hester Prynne!” she replied, in a tone of surprise; and the 
minister heard her footsteps approaching from the sidewalk, along which 
she had been passing. “It is I, and my little Pearl.” 

“Whence come you, Hester!” asked the minister. “What sent you 
hither?” 

“I have been watching at a death-bed,” answered Hester Prynne, — “at 
Governor Winthrop’s death-bed, and have taken his measure for a robe, 
and am now going homeward to my dwelling.” 

“Come up hither, Hester, thou and little Pearl,” said the Reverend Mr. 
Dimmesdale. “Ye have both been here before, but I was not with you. 
Come up hither once again, and we will stand all three together! ” 

She silently ascended the steps, and stood on the platform, holding 
little Pearl by the hand. The minister felt for the child’s other hand, and 
took it. The moment that he did so, there came what seemed a tumultuous 
rush of new life, other life than his own, pouring like a torrent into his 
heart, and hurrying through all his veins, as if the mother and the child 
were communicating their vital warmth to his half-torpid system. The 
three formed an electric chain. 

“Minister! ” whispered little Pearl. 

“What wouldst thou say, child?” asked Mr. Dimmesdale. 

“Wilt thou stand here with mother and me, tomorrow noontide?” in- 
quired Pearl. 

“Nay; not so, my little Pearl,” answered the minister; for with the new 
energy of the moment, all the dread of public exposure, that had so long 
been the anguish of his life, had returned upon him; and he was already 
trembling at the conjunction in which — with a strange joy, nevertheless 
— ^he now found himself. “Not so, my child. I shall, indeed, stand with thy 
mother and thee, one other day, but not to-morrow.” 
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Pearl laughed, and attempted to pull away her hand. But the minister 
held it fast. 

moment longer, my child! ’’ said he. 

^^But wilt thou promise,’’ asked Pearl, ‘‘to take my hand and mother’s 
hand, to-morrow noontide?” 

“Not then. Pearl,” said the minister, “but another time.” 

“And what other time?” persisted the child. 

“At the great judgment day,” whispered the minister, — and, strangely 
enough, the sense that he was a professional teacher of the truth impelled 
him to answer the child so. “Then, and there, before the judgment-seat, 
thy mother, and thou, and I must stand together. But the daylight of this 
world shall not see our meeting! ” 

Pearl laughed again. 

But before Mr. Dimmesdale ha(, done speaking, a light gleamed far 
and wide over all the muffled sky. It was doubtless caused by one of those 
meteors, which the night-watcher r lay so often observe, burning out to 
waste, in the vacant regions of the atmosphere. So powerful was its radi- 
ance, that it thoroughly illuminatec the dense medium of cloud betwixt 
the sky and earth. The great vault brightened, like the dome of an im- 
mense lamp. It showed the familiar scene of the street, with the distinct- 
ness of mid-day, but also with the awfulness that is always imparted to 
familiar objects by an unaccustomed light. The wooden houses, with their 
jutting stories and quaint gable-peaks; the doorsteps and thresholds, with 
the early grass springing up about them; the garden-plots, black with 
freshly-turned earth; the wheel-track, little worn, and, even in the mar- 
ket-place, margined with green on either side, — all were visible, but with 
a singularity of aspect that seemed to give another moral interpretation 
to the things of this world than they had ever borne before. And there 
stood the minister, with his hand over his heart; and Hester Prynne, with 
the embroidered letter glimmering on her bosom; and little Pearl, herself 
a symbol, and the connecting link between those two. They stood in the 
noon of that strange and solemn splendor, as if it were the light that is to 
reveal all secrets, and the daybreak that shall unite all who belong to one 
another. 

There was witchcraft in little Pearl’s eyes, and her face, as she glanced 
upward at the minister, wore that naughty smile which made its expres- 
sion frequently so elfish. She withdrew her hand from Mr. Dimmesdale’s, 
and pointed across the street. But he clasped both his hands over his 
breast, and cast his eyes towards the zenith. 

Nothing was more common, in those days, than to interpret all meteoric 
appearances, and other natural phenomena, that occurred with less regu- 
larity than the rise and set of sun and moon, as so many revelations from 
a supernatural source. Thus, a blazing spear, a sword of flame, a bow^, or 
a sheaf of arrows, seen in the midnight sky, prefigured Indian warfare. 
Pestilence was known to have been foreboded by a shower of crimson 
light. We doubt whether any marked event, for good or evil, ever befp’> 
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New England, from its settlement down to Revolutionary times, of which 
the inhabitants had not been previously warned by some spectacle of this 
nature. Not seldom, it had been seen by multitudes. Oftener, however, its 
credibility rested on the faith of some lonely eye-witness, who beheld the 
wonder through the colored, magnifying, and distorting medium of his 
imagination, and shaped it more distinctly in his after-thought. It was, In- 
deed, a majestic idea, that the destiny of nations should be revealed, in 
these awful hieroglyphics, on the cope of heaven. A scroll so wide might 
not be deemed too expansive for Providence to write a people’s doom 
upon. The belief was a favorite one with our forefathers, as betokening 
that their infant commonwealth was under a celestial guardianship of pe- 
culiar intimacy and strictness. But what shall we say, when an individual 
discovers a revelation addressed to himself alone, on the same vast sheet 
of record 1 In such a case, it could only be the symptom of a highly disor- 
dered mental state, when a man, rendered morbidly self-contemplative by 
long, intense, and secret pain, had extended his egotism over the whole- 
expanse of nature, until the firmament itself should appear no more than 
a fitting page for his soul’s history and fate! 

We impute it, therefore, solely to the disease in his own eye and heart, 
that the minister, looking upward to the zenith, beheld there the appear- 
ance of an immense letter, — the letter A, — marked out in lines of dull red 
light. Not but the meteor may have shown itself at that point, burning 
duskily through a veil of cloud ; but with no such shape as his guilty imag- 
ination gave it; or, at least, with so little definiteness, that another’s guilt 
might have seen another symbol in it. 

There was a singulsu* circumstance that characterized Mr. Dimmes- 
dale’s psychological state at this moment. All the time that he gazed up- 
ward to the zenith, he was, nevertheless, perfectly aware that little Pearl 
Was pointing her finger towards old Roger Chillingworth, who stood at no 
great distance from the scaffold. The minister appeared to see him, with 
the same glance that discerned the miraculous letter. To his features, as 
to all other objects, the meteoric light imparted a new expression ; or it 
might well be that the physician was not careful then, as at all other 
times, to hide the malevolence with which he looked upon his victim. Cer- 
tainly, if the meteor kindled up the sky, and disclosed the earth, with an 
awfulness that admonished Hester Prynne and the clergyman of the day 
of judgment, then might Roger Chillingworth have passed with them for 
the arA-fiend, standing there with a smile and scowl to claim his own. So 
vivid was the expression, or so intense the minister’s perception of it, that 
it seemed still to remain painted on the darkness, after the meteor had 
vanished, with an effect as if the street and all things else were at once 
annihilated. 

“Who is that man, Hester?” gasped Mr. Dimmesdale, overcome with 
terror, “I shiver at him! Dost thou know the man? I hate him, Hester! ” 

She remembered her oath, and was silent. 

“I tell thee, my soul shivers at him!” muttered the minister again. 
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'‘Who is he? Who is he? Canst thou do nothing for me? I have a nameless 
horror of the man!^’ 

''Minister/’ said little Pearl, "I can tell thee who he is! ” 

"Quickly, then, child!” said the minister, bending his ear close to hei 
lips. "Quickly! — and as low as thou canst whisper.” 

Pearl mumbled something into his ear, that sounded, indeed, like hu- 
man language, but was only such gibberish as children may be heard 
amusing themselves with, by the hour together. At all events, if it in- 
volved any secret information in regard to old Reger Chillingworth, it was 
in a tongue unknown to the erudite clergyman, and did but increase the 
bewilderment of his mind. The elfisu child then laughed aloud. 

"Dost thou mock me now?” said the minister. 

"Thou wast not bold! — thou v/ast not true!” — answered the child 
"Thou wouldst not promise to take my hand, and mother’s hand, to-mor 
row noontide! ” 

"Worthy Sir,” answered the ph} sician, who had now advanced to the 
foot of the platform. "Pious Maste r Dimmesdale, can this be you? Well, 
well, indeed! We men of study, whose heads are in our books, have need 
to be straitly looked after! We dream in our waking moments, and walk 
in our sleep. Come, good Sir, and my dear friend, I pray you, let me lead 
you home!” 

"How knewest thou that I was here?” asked the minister, fearfully. 

"Verily, and in good faith,” answered Roger Chillingworth, "I knew 
nothing of the matter. I had spent the better part of the night at the bed^ 
side of the worshipful Governor Winthrop, doing what my poor skill 
might to give him ease. He going home to a better world, I, likewise, was 
on my way homeward, when this strange light shone out. Come with me. 
I beseech you. Reverend Sir; else you will be poorly able to do Sabbath 
duty to-morrow. Aha! see now, how they trouble the brain, — these 
books! — these books! You should study less, good Sir, and take a little 
pastime ; or these night whimseys will grow upon you.” 

"I will go home with you,” said Mr. Dimmesdale. 

With a chill despondency, like one awaking, all nerveless, from an ugly 
dream, he yielded himself to the physician, and was led away. 

The next day, however, being the Sabbath, he preached a discourse 
which was held to be the richest and most powerful, and the most replete 
with heavenly influences, that had ever proceeded from his lips. Souls, it 
is said more souls than one, were brought to the truth by the efficacy of 
that sermon, and vowed within themselves to cherish a holy gratitude to- 
wards Mr. Dimmesdale throughout the long hereafter. But, as he came 
down the pulpit steps, the gray-bearded sexton met him, holding up a 
black glove, which the minister recognized as his own. 

"It was found,” said the sexton, "this morning, on the scaffold where 
evil-doers are set up to public shame. Satan dropped it there, I take it, in- 
tending a scurrilous jest against your reverence. But, indeed, he was blind 
and foolish, as he ever and always is. A pure hand needs no glove to cover 
it!” 
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“Thank you, my good friend,’’ said the minister, gravely, but startled 
at heart; for so confused was his remembrance, that he had almost 
brought himself to look at the events of the past night as visionary. “Yes, 
it seems to be my glove, indeed ! ” 

“And, since Satan saw fit to steal it, your reverence must needs handle 
him without gloves, henceforward,” remarked the old sexton, grimly smil- 
ing. “But did your reverence hear of the portent that was seen last night? 
— a great red letter in the sky, — the letter A, which we interpret to stand 
for Angel. For, as our good Governor Winthrop was made an angel this 
past night, it was doubtless held fit that there should be some notice 
^hereof!” 

“No,” answered the minister, “I had not heard of it.” 


XIII 

Another View of Hester 

In her late singular interview with Mr. Dimmesdale, Hester Prynne was 
shocked at the condition to which she found the clergyman reduced. His 
nerve seemed absolutely destroyed. His moral force was abased into more 
than childish weakness. It grovelled helpless on the ground, even while 
his intellectual faculties retained their pristine strength, or had perhaps 
acquired a morbid energy, which disease only could have given them. 
With her knowledge of a train of circumstances hidden from all others, 
she could readily infer that, besides the legitimate action of his own con- 
science, a terrible machinery had been brought to bear, and was still oper- 
ating, on Mr. Dimmesdale’s well-being and repose. Knowing what this 
poor, fallen man had once been, her whole soul was moved by the shud- 
dering terror with which he had appealed to her, — the outcast woman, — 
for support against his instinctively discovered enemy. She decided, more- 
over, that he had a right to her utmost aid. Little accustomed, in her long 
seclusion from society, to measure her ideas of right and wrong by any 
standard external to herself, Hester saw — or seemed to see — that there 
lay a responsibility upon her, in reference to the clerg)mian, which she 
owed to no other, nor to the whole world besides. The links that united 
her to the rest of human kind — ^links of flowers, or silk, or gold, or what- 
ever the material — ^had all been broken. Here was the iron link of mutual 
crime, which neither he nor she could break. Like all other ties, it brought 
along with it its obligations. 

Hester Prynne did not now occupy precisely the same position in which 
we beheld her during the earlier periods of her ignominy. Years had come 
and gone. Pearl was now seven years old. Her mother, with the scarlet 
letter on her breast, glittering in its fantastic embroidery, had long been a 
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familiar object to the townspeople. As is apt to be the case when a person 
stands out in any prominence before the community, and, at the same 
time, interferes neither with public nor individual interests and conven- 
ience, a species of general regard had ultimately grown up in reference to 
Hester Prynne. It is to the credit of human nature, that, except where its 
selfishness is brought into play, it loves more readily than it hates. Ha- 
tred, by a gradual and quiet process, will even be transformed to love, un- 
less the change be impeded by a continually new irritation of the original 
feeling of hostility. In this matter of Hester Prynne, there was neither ir- 
ritation nor irksomeness. She never battled with the public, but submitted, 
uncomplainingly, to its worst usage; she made no claim upon >t, in re- 
quital for what she suffered; she dic' not weigh upon its sympathies. Then, 
also, the blameless purity of her li e during all these years in which she 
had been set apart to infamy, wa^ reckoned largely in her fav»)r. With 
nothing now to lose, in the sight of mankind, and with no hope, and seem- 
ingly no wish, of gaining anything it could only be a genuine regard for 
virtue that had brought back the po )r wanderer to its paths. 

It was perceived, too, that whil*^ Hester never put forward even the 
humblest title to share in the wmrld s privileges, — further than to breathe 
the common air, and earn daily br^^ad for little Pearl and herself by the 
faithful labor of her hands, — she was quick to acknowledge her sister- 
hood with the race of man, whenever benefits were to be conferred. None 
so ready as she to give of her little substance to every demand of poverty ; 
even though the bitter-hearted pauper threw back a gibe in requital of 
the food brought regularly to his door, or the garments wrought for him 
by the fingers that could have embroidered a monarch’s robe. None so 
self-devoted as Hester, when pestilence stalked through the town. In all 
seasons of calamity, indeed, whether general or of individuals, the outcast 
of society at once found her place. She came, not as a guest, but as a right- 
ful inmate, into the household that was darkened by trouble; as if it? 
gloomy twilight were a medium in which she was entitled to hold inter- 
course with her fellow-creatures. There glimmered the embroidered letter, 
with comfort in its unearthly ray. Elsewhere the token of sin, it was the 
taper of the sick-chamber. It had even thrown its gleam, in the sufferer s 
hard extremity, across the verge of time. It had shown him where to set 
his foot, while the light of earth was fast becoming dim, and ere the light 
of futurity could reach him. In such emergencies, Hester’s nature showed 
itself warm and rich; a well-spring of human tenderness, unfailing k) 
every real demand, and inexhaustible by the largest. Her breast, with its 
badge of shame, was but the softer pillow for the head that needed one. 
She was self-ordained a Sister of Mercy; or, we may rather say, the 
world’s heavy hand had so ordained her, when neither the world nor she 
looked forward to this result. The letter was the symbol of her calling. 
Such helpfulness was found in her, — so much power to do, and power to 
sympathize, — that many people refused to interpret the scarlet A by its 
original signification. They said that it meant Able; so strong was Hester 
Prynne, with a woman’s strength. 
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It was only the darkened house that could contain her. When sunshine 
came again, she was not there. Her shadow had faded across the thresh- 
old. The helpful inmate had departed, without one backward glance to 
gather up the meed of gratitude, if any were in the hearts of those whom 
she had served so zealously. Meeting them in the street, she never raised 
her head to receive their greeting. If they were resolute to accost her, «'!ie 
laid her finger on the scarlet letter, and passed on. This might be pride, 
but was so like humility, that it produced all the softening influence of 
the latter quality on the public mind. The public is despotic in its temper ; 
it is capable of denying common justice, when too strenuously demanded 
as a right; but quite as frequently it awards more than justice, when the 
appeal is made, as despots love to have it made, entirely to its generosity. 
Interpreting Hester Prynne’s deportment as an appeal of this nature, so- 
ciety was inclined to show its former victim a more benign countenance 
than she cared to be favored with, or, perchance, than she deserved. 

The rulers, and the wise and learned men of the community, were long- 
er in acknowledging the influence of Hester’s good qualities than the peo- 
ple. The prejudices which they shared in common with the latter were 
fortified in themselves by an iron framework of reasoning, that made it a 
far tougher labor to expel them. Day by day, nevertheless, their sour and 
rigid wrinkles were relaxing into something which, in the due course of 
years, might grow to be an expression of almost benevolence. Thus it was 
with the men of rank, on whom their eminent position imposed the guard- 
ianship of the public morals. Individuals in private life, meanwhile, had 
quite forgiven Hester Prynne for her frailty; nay, more, they had begun 
to look upon the scarlet letter as the token, not of that one sin, for which 
she had borne so ^ong and dreary a penance, but of her many good deeds 
since. ^^Do you see that woman with the embroidered badge?” they would 
say to strangers. “It is our Hester, — the town’s own Hester, who is so kind 
to the poor, so helpful to the sick, so comfortable to the afflicted! ” Then, 
it is true, the propensity of human nature to tell the very worst of itself, 
when embodied in the person of another, would constrain them to whisper 
the black scandal of bygone years. It was none the less a fact, however, 
that, in the eyes of the very men who spoke thus, the scarlet letter had 
the effect of the cross on a nun’s bosom. It imparted to the wearer a kind 
of sacredness, which enabled her to walk securely amid all peril. Had she 
fallen among thieves, it would have kept her safe. It was reported, and 
believed by many, that an Indian had drawn his arrow against the badge, 
and that the missile struck it, but fell harmless to the ground. 

The effect of the symbol — or, rather, of the position in respect to soci- 
ety that was indicated by it — on the mind of Hester Prynne herself, was 
powerful and peculiar. All the light and graceful foliage of her character 
had been withered up by this red-hot brand, and had long ago fallen 
away, leaving a bare and harsh outline, which might have been repulsive, 
had she possessed friends or companions to be repelled by it. Even the 
attractiveness of her person had undergone a similar change. It might be 
partly owing to the studied austerity of her dress, and partly to the lack 
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of demonstration in her manners. It was a sad transformation, too, that 
her rich and luxuriant hair had either been cut off, or was so completely 
hidden by a cap, that not a shining lock of it ever once gushed into the 
sunshine. It was due in part to all these causes, but still more to some- 
thing else, that there seemed to be no longer anything in Hester’s face for 
Love to dwell upon; nothing in Hester’s form, though majestic and 
statue-like, that Passion would ever dream of clasping in its embrace; 
nothing in Hester’s bosom, to make it ever again the pillow of Affection. 
Some attribute had departed from her, the permanence of which had 
been essential to keep her a woman. Such is frequently the fate, and such 
the stern development, of the feminine character and person, when the 
woman has encountered, and live(J through, an experience of peculiar 
severity. If she be all tenderness, she will die. If she survive, the tender- 
ness will either be crushed out of h^ir, or — and the outward semblance is 
the same — crushed so deeply into her heart that it can never show itself 
more. The latter is perhaps the traest theory. She who has once been 
woman, and ceased to be so, might a t any moment become a woman again 
if there were only the magic touch o effect the transfiguration. We shall 
see whether Hester Prynne were ever afterwards so touched, and so 
transfigured. 

Much of the marble coldness of Hester’s impression was to be attrib- 
uted to the circumstance, that her life had turned, in a great measure, 
from passion and feeling, to thought. Standing alone in the world, — alone, 
as to any dependence on society, and with little Pearl to be guided and 
protected, — alone, and hopeless of retrieving her position, even had she 
not scorned to consider it desirable, — she cast away the fragments of a 
broken chain. The world’s law was no law for her mind. It was an age in 
which the human intellect, newly emancipated, had taken a more active 
and a wider range than for many centuries before. Men of the sword had 
overthrown nobles and kings. Men bolder than these had overthrown and 
rearranged — not actually, but within the sphere of theory, which was 
their most real abode — the whole system of ancient prejudice, wherewith 
was linked much of ancient principle. Hester Prynne imbibed this spirit. 
She assumed a freedom of speculation, then common enough on the other 
side of the Atlantic, but which our forefathers, had they known it, would 
have held to be a deadlier crime than that stigmatized by the scarlet let- 
ter. In her lonesome cottage, by the sea-shore, thoughts visited her, such 
as dared to enter no other dwelling in New England; shadowy guests, 
that would have been as perilous as demons to their entertainer, could 
they have been seen so much as knocking at her door. 

It is remarkable that persons who speculate the most boldly often con- 
form with the most perfect quietude to the external regulations of society . 
The thought suffices them, without investing itself in the flesh and blood 
of action. So it seemed to 1^ with Hester. Yet, had little Pearl never com(‘ 
to her from the spiritual world, it might have been far otherwise. Then 
she might have come down to us in history, hand in hand with Anne 
Hutchinson, as the foundress of a religious sect. She might, in one of he) 
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phases, have been a prophetess. She might, and not improbably would, 
have suffered death from the stern tribunals of the period, for attempting 
to undermine the foundations of the Puritan establishment. But, in the 
education of her child, the mother’s enthusiasm of thought had some- 
thing to wreak itself upon. Providence, in the person of this little girl, had 
assigned to Hester’s charge the germ and blossom of womanhood, to be 
cherished and developed amid a host of difficulties. Everything was 
against her. The world was hostile. The child’s own nature had something 
wrong in it, which continually betokened that she had been born amiss, — 
the effluence of her mother’s lawless passion, — and often impelled Hester 
to ask, in bitterness of heart, whether it were for ill or good that the poor 
little creature had been born at all. 

Indeed, the same dark question often rose into her mind, with reference 
to the whole race of womanhood. Was existence worth accepting, even to 
the happiest among them? As concerned her own individual existence, she 
had long ago decided in the negative, and dismissed the point as settled. 
A tendency to speculation, though it may keep woman quiet, as it does 
man, yet makes her sad. She discerns, it may be, such a hopeless task 
before her. As a first step, the whole system of society is to be torn down, 
and built up anew. Then, the very nature of the opposite sex, or its long 
hereditary habit, which has become like nature, is to be essentially modi- 
fied, before woman can be allowed to assume what seems a fair and suic- 
able position. Finally, all othei difficulties being obviated, woman cannot 
take advantage of these preliminary reforms, until she herself shall have 
undergone a still mightier change; in which, perhaps, the ethereal essence, 
wherein she has her truest life, will be found to have evaporated. A 
woman never overcomes these problems by any exercise of thought. They 
are not to be solved, or only in one way. If her heart chance to come up- 
permost, they vanish. Thus, Hester Prynne, whose heart had lost its regu- 
lar and healthy throb, wandered without a clew in the dark labyrinth of 
mind: now turned aside by an insurmountable precipice; now starting 
back from a deep chasm. There was wild and ghastly scenery all around 
her, and a home and comfort nowhere. At times, a fearful doubt strove to 
possess her soul, whether it were not better to send Pearl at once to 
heaven, and go herself to such futurity as Eternal Justice should provide. 

The scarlet letter had not done its office. 

Now, however, her interview with the Reverend Mr. Dimmesdale, on 
the night of his vigil, had given her a new theme of reflection, and held up 
to her an object that appeared worthy of any exertion and sacrifice for its 
attainment. She had witnessed the intense misery beneath which the min- 
ister struggled, or, to speak more accurately, had ceased to struggle. She 
saw that he stood on the verge of lunacy, if he had not already stepped 
across it. It was impossible to doubt, that, whatever painful efficacy there 
might be in the secret sting of remorse, a deadlier venom had been infused 
into it by the hand that proffered relief. A secret enemy had been contin- 
ually by his side, under the semblance of a friend and helper, and had 
availed himself of the opportunities thus afforded for tampering with the 
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delicate springs of Mr. Dimmesdale’s nature. Hester could not but ask 
herself, whether there had not originally been a defect of truth, courage, 
and loyalty, on her own part, in allowing the minister to be thrown into a 
position where so much evil was to be foreboded, and nothing auspicious 
to be hoped. Her only justification lay in the fact, that she had been able 
to discern no method of rescuing him from a blacker ruin than had over- 
whelmed herself, except by acquiescing in Roger Chillingworth's scheme 
of disguise. Under that impulse, she had made her choice, and had chosen, 
as it now appeared, the more wretched alternative of the two. She deter- 
mined to redeem her error, so far as it might yet be possible. Strengthened 
by years of hard and solemn trial, she felt herself no longer so inadequate 
to cope with Roger Chillingworth as on that night, abased by sin, and 
half maddened by the ignominy, that was still new^, when they had talked 
together in the prison-chamber. She had climbed her way, since then, to a 
higher point. The old man, on the ot ler hand, had brought himself nearer 
to her level, or perhaps below it, by he revenge which he had stooped fia*. 

In fine, Hester Prynne resolved 0 meet her former husband, and do 
what might be in her power for the Tscue of the victim on whom he had 
so evidently set his gripe. The occadon was not long to seek. One after- 
noon^ walking with Pearl in a retiree part of the peninsula, she beheld the 
old physician, with a basket on ont arm, and a staff in the other hand, 
stooping along the ground, in quest of roots and herbs to concoct his 
medicines withal. 


xrv 

Hester and the Physician 

Hester bade little Pearl run down to the margin of the water, and play 
with the shells and tangled seaweed, until she should have talked awhile 
with yonder gatherer of herbs. So the child flew away like a bird, and, 
making bare her small white feet, went pattering along the moist margin 
of the sea. Here and there she came to a full stop, and peeped curiously 
into a pool, left by the retiring tide as a mirror for Pearl to see her face in. 
Forth peeped at her, out of the pool, with dark, glistening curls around 
her head, and an elf-smile in her eyes, the image of a little maid, whom 
Pearl, having no other playmate, invited to take her hand, and run a race 
with her. But the visionary little maid, on her part, beckoned likewise, as 
if to say, — ^‘This is a better place! Come thou into the pool! ’’ And Pearl, 
stepping in, mid-leg deep, beheld her own white feet at the bottom ; while, 
out of a still lower depth, came the gleam of a kind of fragmentary smile, 
floating to and fro in the agitated water. 
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Meanwhile her mother had accosted the physician. 

would speak a word with you,” said she, — word that concerns us 
much.” 

‘^Aha! and is it Mistress Hester that has a word for old Roger Chilling- 
worth?” answered he, raising himself from his stooping posture. ^ With all 
my heart! Why, Mistress, I hear good tidings of you on all hands! ^^o 
longer ago than yester-eve, a magistrate, a wise and godly man, was dis- 
coursing of your affairs, Mistress Hester, and whispered me that there 
had been question concerning you in the council. It was debated whether 
or no, with safety to the common weal, yonder scarlet letter might be 
taken off your bosom. On my life, Hester, I made my entreaty to the wor- 
shipful magistrate that it might be done forthwith! ” 

^^It lies not in the pleasure of the magistrates to take off this badge,” 
calmly replied Hester. ‘Were I worthy to be quit of it, it would fall away 
of its own nature, or be transformed into something that should speak a 
different purport.” 

“Nay, then, wear it, if it suit you better,” rejoined he. “A woman must 
needs follow her own fancy, touching the adornment of her person. The 
letter is gayly embroidered, and shows right bravely on your bosom!” 

All this while, Hester had been looking steadily at the old man, and 
was shocked, as well as wonder-smitten, to discern what a change had 
been wrought upon him within the past seven years. It was not so much 
that he had grown older; for though the traces of advancing life were 
visible, he wore his age well, and seemed to retain a wiry vigor and alert- 
ness. But the former aspect of an intellectual and studious man, calm and 
quiet, which was what she best remembered in him, had altogether van- 
ished, and been succeeded by an eager, searching, almost fierce, yet care- 
fully guarded look. It seemed to be his wish and purpose to mask this 
expression with a smile; but the latter played him false, and flickered 
over his visage so derisively, that the spectator could see his blackness all 
the better for it. Ever and anon, too, there came a glare of red light out of 
his eyes; as if the old man’s soul were on fire, and kept on smouldering 
duskily within his breast, until, by some casual puff of passion, it was 
blown into a momentary flame. This he repressed, as speedily as possible, 
and strove to look as if nothing of the kind had happened. 

In a word, old Roger Chillingworth was a striking evidence of man’s 
faculty of transforming himself into a devil, if he will only, for a reason- 
able space of time, undertake a devil’s office. This unhappy person had 
effected such a transformation, by devoting himself, for seven years, to 
the constant analysis of a heart full of torture, and deriving his enjoyment 
thence, and adding fuel to those fiery tortures which he analyzed and 
gloated over. 

The scarlet letter burned on Hester Prynne’s bosom. Here was another 
ruin, the responsibility of which came partly home to her. 

“What see you in my face,” asked the physician, “that you look at it so 
earnestly?” 

“Something that would make me weep, if there were any tears bitter 
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enough for answered she. ^^But let it pass I It is of yonder miserable 
man that I would speak.’^ 

^‘And what of him?’^ cried Roger Chillingworth, eagerly, as if he loved 
the topic, and were glad of an opportunity to discuss it with the only per- 
son of whom he could make a confidant. ‘‘Not to hide the truth. Mistress 
Hester, my thoughts happen just now to be busy with the gentleman. So 
speak freely, and I will make answer.’’ 

“When we last spake together,” said Hester, “now seven years ago, it 
was your pleasure to extort a promise of secrecy, as touching the former 
relation betwixt yourself and me. As the life and good fame of yondei 
man were in your hands, there seemed no choice to me, save to be silent, 
in accordance with your behest. Yet it was not without heavy misgivings 
that I thus bound myself; for, havi)ig cast off all duty towards other hu- 
man beings, there remained a dut} towards him; and something whis- 
pered me that I was betraying it, in fledging myself to keep your counsel. 
Since that day, no man is so near o him as you. You tread behind his 
every footstep. You are beside him, sleeping and waking. You search his 
thoughts. You burrow and rankle ir his heart! Your clutch is on his life, 
and you cause him to die daily a living death; and still he knows you not. 
In permitting this, I have surely ai ted a false part by the only man to 
whom the power was left me to be true! ” 

“What choice had you?” asked Roger Chillingworth. “My finger, 
pointed at this man, would have hurled him from his pulpit into a dun- 
geon, — thence, peradventure, to the gallows!” 

“It had been better so! ” said Hester Prynne. 

“What evil have I done the man?” asked Roger Chillingworth again. 
“I tell thee, Hester Prynne, the richest fee that ever physician earned 
from monarch could not have bought such care as 1 have wasted on this 
miserable priest! But for my aid, his life would have burned away in tor- 
ments, within the first two years after the perpetration of his crime and 
thine. For, Hester, his spirit lacked the strength that could have borne 
up, as thine has, beneath a burden like thy scarlet letter. Oh, I could 
reveal a goodly secret ! But enough ! What art can do, I have exhausted on 
him. That he now breathes, and creeps about on earth, is owing all to 
me!” 

“Better he had died at once! ” said Hester Prynne. 

“Yea, woman, thou sayest truly!” cried old Roger Chillingworth, let- 
ting the lurid fire of his heart blaze out before her eyes. “Better had he 
died at once! Never did mortal suffer what this man has suffered. And all, 
all, in the sight of his worst enemy! He has been conscious of me. He has 
felt an influence dwelling always upon him like a curse. He knew, by some 
spiritual sense, — for the Creator never made another being so sensitive as 
this, — ^he knew that no friendly hand was pulling at his heart-strings, and 
that an eye was looking curiously into him, which sought only evil, and 
found it. But he knew not that the eye and hand were mine! With the 
superstition common to his brotherhood, he fancied himself given over to 
a fiend, to be tortured with frightful dreams, and desperate thoughts, the 



XHE WORKS OF HAWTHORNE 

Sting of remorse, and despair of pardon; as a foretaste of what awaits him 
beyond the grave. But it was the constant shadow of my presence 1 — the 
closest propinquity of the man whom he had most vilely wronged! — and 
who had grown to exist only by this perpetual poison of the direst re- 
venge! Yea, indeed! — ^he did not err! — there was a fiend at his elbow! A 
mortal man, with once a human heart, has become a fiend for his especial 
torment!” 

The unfortunate physician, while uttering these words, lifted his hands 
with a look of horror, as if he had beheld some frightful shape, which he 
could not recognize, usurping the place of his own image in a glass. It was 
one of those moments — which sometimes occur only at the interval of 
years — when a man’s moral aspect is faithfully revealed to his mind’s 
eye. Not improbably, he had never before viewed himself as he did now. 

^^Hast thou not tortured him enough?” said Hester, noticing the old 
man’s look. ‘‘Has he not paid thee all?” 

“No! — no! He has but increased the debt!” answered the physician; 
and as he proceeded, his manner lost its fiercer characteristics, and sub- 
sided into gloom. “Dost thou remember me, Hester, as I was nine years 
agone? Even then, I was in the autumn of my days, nor was it the early 
autumn. But all my life had been made up of earnest, studious, thought- 
ful, quiet years, bestowed faithfully for the increase of mine own know- 
ledge, and faithfully, too, though this latter object was but casual to the 
other, — faithfully for the advancement of human welfare. No life had 
been more peaceful and innocent than mine ; few lives so rich with bene- 
fits conferred. Dost thou remember me? Was I not, though you might 
deem me cold, nevertheless a man thoughtful for others, craving little for 
himself, — ^kind, true, just, and of constant, if not warm affections? Was T 
not all this?” 

“All this, and more,” said Hester. 

“And what am I now?” demanded he, looking into her face, and per- 
mitting the whole evil within him to be written on his features. “I have 
already told thee what I am ! A fiend ! Who made me so ? ” 

“It was myself! ” cried Hester, shuddering. “It was I, not less than he. 
Why hast thou not avenged thyself on me?” 

“I have left thee to the scarlet letter,” replied Roger Chillingworth. “If 
that have not avenged me, I can do no more! ” 

He laid his finger on it, with a smile. 

“It has avenged thee! ” answered Hester Prynne. 

“I judged no less,” said the physician. “And now, what wouldst thou 
with me touching this man?” 

“I must reveal the secret,” answered Hester, firmly. “He must discern 
thee in thy true character. What may be the result, I know not. But this 
long debt of confidence, due from me to him, whose bane and ruin I have 
been, shall at length be paid. So far as concerns the overthrow or preser- 
vation of his fair fame and his earthly state, and perchance his life, he is 
in thy hands. Nor do I, — ^whom the scarlet letter has disciplined to truth, 
though it be the truth of red-hot iron, entering into the soul, — ^nor do I 
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perceive such advantage in his living any longer a life of ghastly empti- 
ness, that I shall stoop to implore thy mercy. Do with him as thou wilt! 
There is no good for him, — no good for me, — no good for thee! There is 
no good for little Pearl! There is no path to guide us out of this dismal 
maze! ” 

“Woman, I could wellnigh pity thee!” said Roger Chillingworth, un- 
able to restrain a thrill of admiration too; for there was a quality almost 
majestic in the despair which she expressed. “Thou hadst great elements. 
Peradventure, hadst thou met earlier with a better love than mine, this 
evil had not been. I pity thee, for the good that has been wasted in thy 
nature!’^ 

“And I thee,” answered Hester Pr/nne, “for the hatred that has trans- 
formed a wise and just man to a fiend! Wilt thou yet purge it out of thee, 
and be once more human? If not for his sake, then doubly for thine own I 
Forgive, and leave his further retribution to the Power that claims it! I 
said, but now, that there could be nu good event for him, or thee, or me, 
who are here wandering together in i his gloomy maze of evil, and stumb- 
ling, at every step, over the guilt wherewith we have strewn our path. It is 
not so! There might be good for thee and thee alone, since thou hast been 
deeply wronged, and hast it at thy v^ill to pardon. Wilt thou give up that 
only privilege? Wilt thou reject that priceless benefit?” 

“Peace, Hester, peace!” replied the old man, with gloomy sternness. 
“It is not granted me to pardon. I have no such power as thou tellest me 
of. My old faith, long forgotten, comes back to me, and explains all that 
we do, and all we suffer. By thy first step awry thou didst plant the germ 
of evil; but since that moment, it has all been a dark necessity. Ye that 
have wronged me are not sinful, save in a kind of typical illusion; neither 
am I fiend-like, who have snatched a fiend’s office from his hands. It is 
our fate. Let the black flower blossom as it may! Now go thy w^ays, and 
deal as thou wilt with yonder man.” 

He waved his hand, and betook himself again to his employment oi 
gathering herbs. 


XV 

Hester and Pearl 

So Roger Chillingworth — a deformed old figure, with a face that haunted 
men’s memories longer than they liked — took leave of Hester Prynne, and 
went stooping away along the earth. He gathered here and there an herb, 
or grubbed up a root, and put it into the basket on his arm. His gray beard 
almost touched the ground, as he crept onward. Hester gazed after him a 
little while, looking with a half-fantastic curiosity to see whether the tern 
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der grass of early spring would not be blighted beneath him, and show 
the wavering track of his footsteps, sere and brown, across its cheerful 
verdure. She wondered what sort of herbs they were, which the old man 
was so sedulous to gather. Would not the earth, quickened to an evil pur- 
pose by the sympathy of his eye, greet him with poisonous shrubs, of 
species hitherto unknown, that would start up under his fingers? Or might 
it suffice him that every wholesome growth should be converted into 
something deleterious and malignant at his touch? Did the sun, which 
shone so brightly everywhere else, really fall upon him? Or was there, as 
it rather seemed, a circle of ominous shadow moving along with his de- 
formity, whichever way he turned himself? And whither was he now go- 
ing? Would he not suddenly sink into the earth, leaving a barren and 
blasted spot, where, in due course of time, would be seen deadly night- 
shade, dogwood, henbane, and whatever else of vegetable wickedness the 
climate could produce, all flourishing with hideous luxuriance? Or would 
he spread bat’s wings and flee away, looking so much the uglier the higher 
he rose towards heaven? 

^^Be it sin or no,” said Hester Prynne, bitterly, as she still gazed after 
him, hate the man ! ” 

She upbraided herself for the sentiment, but could not overcome or 
lessen it. Attempting to do so, she thought of those long-past days, in a 
distant land, when he used to emerge at eventide from the seclusion of his 
study, and sit down in the firelight of their home, and in the light of her 
nuptial smile. He needed to bask himself in that smile, he said, in order 
that the chill of so many lonely hours among his books might be taken off 
the scholar’s heart. Such scenes had once appeared not otherwise than 
happy; but now, as viewed through the dismal medium of her subsequent 
life, they classed themselves among her ugliest remembrances. She mar- 
velled how such scenes could have been! She marvelled how she could 
ever have been wrought upon to marry him! She deemed it her crime 
most to be repented of that she had ever endured, and reciprocated, the 
lukewarm grasp of his hand, and had suffered the smile of her lips and 
eyes to mingle and melt into his own. And it seemed a fouler offence com- 
mitted by Roger Chillingworth, than any which had since been done him, 
that, in the time when her heart knew no better, he had persuaded her to 
fancy herself happy by his side. 

^^Yes, I hate him!” repeated Hester, more bitterly than before. “He 
betrayed me! He has done me worse wrong than I did him! ” 

Let men tremble to win the hand of woman, unless they win along with 
it the utmost passion of her heart! Else it may be their miserable for- 
tune, as it was Roger Chillingworth’s, when some mightier touch than 
their own may have awakened all her sensibilities, to be reproached even 
for the calm content, the marble image of happiness, which they will 
have imposed upon her as the warm reality. But Hester ought long ago 
to have done with this injustice. What did it betoken? Had seven long 
years, under the torture of the scarlet letter, inflicted so much of misery, 
and wrought out no repentance? 
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The emotions of that brief space, while she stood gazing after the 
crooked figure of old Roger Chillingworth, threw a dark light on Hester^s 
state of mind, revealing much that she might not otherwise have ac- 
knowledged to herself. 

He being gone, she summoned back her child. 

“Pearl! Little Pearl! Where are you? 

Pearl, whose activity of spirit never flagged, had been at no loss for 
amusement while her mother talked with the old gatherer of herbs. At 
first, as already told, she had flirted fancifully with her own image in a 
pool of water, beckoning the phantom forth, and — as it declined to ven- 
ture — seeking a passage for herself into its sphere of impalpable earth 
and unattainable sky. Soon finding, liowever, that either she or the image 
was unreal, she turned elsewhere for better pastime. She made little boats 
out of birch-bark, and freighted ther i with snail-shells, and sent out more 
ventures on the mighty deep than ;»ny merchant in New England; but 
the larger part of them foundered n< ar the shore. She seized a live horse- 
shoe by the tail, and made prize o several five-fingers, and laid out a 
jelly-fish to melt in the warm sun. T len she took up the white foam, that 
streaKed the line of the advancing tide, and threw it upon the breeze, 
scampering after it, with winged footsteps, to catch the great snow-flakes 
ere they fell. Perceiving a flock of beach-birds, that fed and fluttered 
along the shore, the naughty child picked up her apron full of pebbles, 
and, creeping from rock to rock after these small sea-fowl, displayed re- 
markable dexterity in pelting them. One little gray bird^ with a white 
breast. Pearl was almost sure, had been hit by a pebble, and fluttered 
away with a broken wing. But then the elf-child sighed, and gave up her 
sport; because it grieved her to have done harm to a little being that was 
as wild as the sea-breeze, or as wild as Pearl herself. 

Her final employment was to gather sea-weed, of various kinds, and 
make herself a scarf, or mantle, and a head-dress, and thus assume the 
aspect of a little mermaid. She inherited her mother’s gift for devising 
drapery and costume. As the last touch to her mermaid’s garb. Pearl took 
some eel-grass, and imitated, as best she could, on her own bosom, the 
decoration with which she was so familiar on her mother’s. A letter, — the 
letter A, — but freshly green, instead of scarlet! The child bent her chin 
upon her breast, and contemplated this device with strange interest; even 
as if the one only thing for which she had been sent into the world was to 
make out its hidden import. 

“I wonder if mother will ask me what it means! ” thought Pearl. 

Just then, she heard her mother’s voice, and flitting along as lightly as 
one of the little sea-birds, appeared before Hester Prynne, dancing, 
laughing, and pointing her finger to the ornament upon her bosom. 

“My little Pearl,” said Hester, after a moment’s silence, “the green 
letter, and on thy childish bosom, has no purport. But dost thou know, 
my child, what this letter means which thy mother is doomed to wear?’ 

“Yes, mother,” said the child. “It is the great letter A. Thou hast 
I aught me in the horn-book.” 
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Hester looked steadily into her little face; but, though there was that 
singular expression which she had so often remarked in her black eyes, 
she could not satisfy herself whether Pearl really attached any meaning 
to the symbol. She felt a morbid desire to ascertain the point. 

^^Dost thou know, child, wherefore thy mother wears this letter?’’ 

“Truly do I!” answered Pearl, looking brightly intoTier mother’s face. 
“It is for the same reason that the minister keeps his hand over his 
heart I” 

“And what reason is that?” asked Hester, half smiling at the absurd 
incongruity of the child’s observation; but, on second thoughts, turning 
pale. “What has the letter to do with any heart, save mine?” 

“Nay, mother, I have told all I know,” said Pearl, more seriously than 
she was wont to speak. “Ask yonder old man whom thou hast been talk- 
ing with! It may be he can tell. But in good earnest now, mother dear, 
what does this scarlet letter mean? — and why dost thou wear it on thy 
bosom? — and why does the minister keep his hand over his heart?” 

She took her mother’s hand in both her own, and gazed into her eyes 
with an earnestness that was seldom seen in her wild and capricious char- 
acter. The thought occurred to Hester that the child might really be seek- 
ing to approach her with childlike confidence, and doing what she could, 
and as intelligently as she knew how, to establish a meeting-point of sym- 
pathy. It showed Pearl in an unwonted aspect. Heretofore, the mother, 
while loving her child with the intensity of a sole affection, had schooled 
herself to hope for little other return than the waywardness of an April 
breeze ; which spends its time in airy sport, and has its gusts of inexplic- 
able passion, and is petulant in its best of moods, and chills oftener than 
caresses you, when you take it to your bosom ; in requital of which misde- 
meanors, it will sometimes, of its own vague purpose, kiss your cheek with 
a kind of doubtful tenderness, and play gently with your hair, and then 
be gone about its other idle business, leaving a dreamy pleasure at your 
heart. And this, moreover, was a mother’s estimate of the child’s disposi- 
tion. Any other observer might have seen few but unamiable traits, and 
have given them a far darker coloring. But now the idea came strongly 
into Hester’s mind, that Pearl, with her remarkable precocity and acute- 
ness, might already have approached the age when she could be made a 
friend, and intrusted with as much of her mother’s sorrows as could be 
imparted, without irreverence either to the parent or the child. In the lit- 
tle chaos of Pearl’s character there might be seen emerging — and could 
have been, from the very first — ^the steadfast principles of an unflinching 
courage — an uncontrollable will, — a sturdy pride, which might be disci- 
plined into self-respect, — and a bitter scorn of many things, which, when 
examined, might 1^ found to have the taint of falsehood in them. She 
possessed affections, too, though hitherto acrid and disagreeable, as are 
the richest flavors of unripe fruit. With all these sterling attributes, 
thought Hester, the evil which she inherited from her mother must be 
great indeed, if a noble woman do not grow out of this elfish child. 

Pearl’s inevitable tendency to hover about the enigma of the scarlet 
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letter seemed an innate quality of her being. From the earliest epoch of 
her conscious life, she had entered upon this as her appointed mission. 
Hester had often fancied that Providence had a design of justice and 
retribution, in endowing the child with this marked propensity; but 
never, until now, had she bethought herself to ask, whether, linked with 
that design, there might not likewise be a purpose of mercy and benefi- 
cence. If little Pearl were entertained with faith and trust, as a spirit mes- 
senger no less than an earthly child, might it not be her errand to soothe 
away the sorrow that lay cold in her mother’s heart, and converted it into 
a tomb? — and to help her to overcome the passion, once so wild, and even 
yet neither dead nor asleep, but onl}' imprisoned within the same tomb- 
like heart? 

Such were some of the thoughts that now stirred in Hester’s mind, with 
as much vivacity of impression as i they had actually been whispered 
into her ear. And there was little Pea 1, all this while holding her mother’s 
hand in both her own, and turning 1 er face upward, while she put these 
searching questions, once, and again and still a third time. 

^What does the letter mean, mot! er? — and why dost thou wear it? — 
and why does the minister keep his h ind over his heart?” 

'‘What shall I say?” thought Hester to herself. "No! If this be the 
price of the child’s sympathy, I canned pay it.” 

Then she spoke aloud. 

"Silly Pearl,” said she, "what questions are these^ There are many 
things in this world that a child must not ask about. What know I of the 
minister’s heart? And as for the scarlet letter, I wear it for the sake of it? 
gold-thread.” 

In all the seven bygone years, Hester Prynne had never before been 
false to the symbol on her bosom. It may be that it was the talisman of a 
stern and severe, but yet a guardian spirit, who now forsook her; a‘ 
recognizing that, in spite of his strict watch over her heart, some new evil 
had crept into it, or some old one had never been expelled. As for little 
Pearl, the earnestness soon passed out of her face. 

But the child did not see fit to let the matter drop. Two or three times, 
as her mother and she went homeward, and as often at supper-time, and 
while Hester was putting her to bed, and once after she seemed to be 
fairly asleep. Pearl looked up, with mischief gleaming in her black eyes. 

"Mother,” said she, "what does the scarlet letter mean?” 

And the next morning, the first indication the child gave of being 
awake was by popping up her head from the pillow, and making that 
other inquiry, which she had so unaccountably connected with her inves- 
tigations about the scarlet letter, — 

"Mother! — Mother! — ^Why does the minister keep his hand over his 
heart?” 

"Hold thy tongue, naughty child!” answered her mother, with an as 
perity that she had never permitted to herself before. "Do not tease me 
else I shall shut thee into the dark closet! ” 
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XVI 

A Forest Walk 

Hester Prynne remained constant in her resolve to make known to Mr. 
Dimmesdale, at whatever risk of present pain or ulterior consequences, 
the true character of the man who had crept into his intimacy. For sev- 
eral days, however, she vainly sought an opportunity of addressing him 
in some of the meditative walks which she knew him to be in the habit of 
taking, along the shores of the peninsula, or on the wooded hills of the 
neighboring country. There would have been no scandal, indeed, nor peril 
to the holy whiteness of the clergyman’s good fame, had she visited him 
in his own study, where many a penitent, ere now, had confessed sins of 
perhaps as deep a dye as the one betoken by the scarlet letter. But, partly 
that she dreaded the secret or undisguised interference of old Roger Chil- 
lingworth, and partly that her conscious heart imputed suspicion where 
none could have been felt, and partly that both the minister and she 
would need the whole wide world to breathe in, while they talked to- 
gether, — for all these reasons, Hester never thought of meeting him in 
any narrower privacy than beneath the open sky. 

At last, while attending in a sick-chamber, whither the Reverend Mr. 
Dimmesdale had been summoned to make a prayer, she learnt that he 
had gone, the day before, to visit the Apostle Eliot, among his Indian con- 
verts. He would probably return, by a certain hour, in the afternoon of 
the morrow. Betimes, therefore, the next day, Hester took little Pearl, — 
who was necessarily the companion of all her mother’s expeditions, how- 
ever inconvenient her presence, — and set forth. 

The road, after the two wayfarers had crossed from the peninsula to 
the mainland, was no other than a footpath. It straggled onward into the 
mystery of the primeval forest. This hemmed it in so narrowly, and stood 
so black and dense on either side, and disclosed such imperfect glimpses 
of the sky above, that, to Hester’s mind, it imaged not amiss the moral 
wilderness in which she had so long been wandering. The day was chill 
and sombre. Overhead was a gray expanse of cloud, slightly stirred, how- 
ever, by a breeze ; so that a gleam of flickering sunshine might now and 
then be seen at its solitary play along the path. This flitting cheerfulness 
was always at the farther extremity of some long vista through the forest. 
The sportive sunlight — feebly sportive, at best, in the predominant pen- 
siveness of the day and scene — ^withdrew itself as they came nigh, and left 
the spots where it had danced the drearier, because they had hoped to 
find them bright. 

^^Mother,” said little Pearl, “the sunshine does not love you. It runs 
iway and hides itself, because it is afraid of something on your bosom. 
I'fow see! There it is, playing, a good way off. Stand you here, and let me 
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run and catch it. I am but a child. It will not flee from me, for I wear 
nothing on my bosom yet! 

‘‘Nor ever will, my child, I hope,’^ said Hester. 

^^And why not, mother?’’ asked Pearl, stopping short, just at the be- 
ginning of her race. ^Will not it come of its own accord, when I am a 
woman grown?” 

'‘Run away, child,” answered her mother, "and catch the sunshine! It 
will soon be gone.” 

Pearl set forth, at a great pace, and, as Hester smiled to perceive, did 
actually catch the sunshine, and stood laughing in the midst of it, all 
brightened by its splendor, and scinullating with the vivacity excited by 
rapid motion. The light lingered about the lonely child, as if glad of such 
a playmate, until her mother had driwn almost nigh enough to step into 
the magic circle too. 

"It will go now,” said Pearl, shakii g her head. 

"See! ” answered Hester, smiling. ‘ Now I can stretch out my hand, and 
grasp some of it.” 

As she attempted to do so, the sunshine vanished; or, to judge from 
the bright expression that was dan< ing on Pearl’s features, her mother 
could have fancied that the child had absorbed it into herself, and would 
give it forth again, with a gleam about her path, as they should plunge 
into some gloomier shade. There was no other attribute that so much im- 
pressed her with a sense of new and untransmitted vigor in Pearl’s na- 
ture, as this never-failing vivacity of spirits; she had not the disease of 
sadness, which almost all children, in these latter days, inherit, with the 
scrofula, from the troubles of their ancestors. Perhaps this too was a dis- 
ease, and but the reflex of the wild energy with which Hester had fought 
against her sorrows before Pearl’s birth. It was certainly a doubtful 
charm, imparting a hard, metallic lustre to the child’s character. She 
wanted — what some people want throughout life — a grief that should 
deeply touch her, and thus humanize and make her capable of sympathy. 
But there was time enough yet for little Pearl. 

"Come, my child! ” said Hester, looking about her from the spot where 
Pearl had stood still in the sunshine. "We will sit down a little way within 
the wood, and rest ourselves.” 

"I am not aweary, mother,” replied the little girl. "But you may sit 
down, if you will tell me a story meanwhile.” 

"A story, child! ” said Hester. "And about what?” 

"Oh, a story about the Black Man,” answered Pearl, taking hold of her 
mother’s gown, and looking up, half earnestly, half mischievously, into 
her face. "How he haunts this forest, and carries a book with him, — a big, 
heavy book, with iron clasps; and how this ugly Black Man offers his 
book and an iron pen to everybody that meets him here among the trees; 
and they are to write their names with their own blood. And then he sets 
his mark on their bosoms! Didst thou ever meet the Black Man, 
mother?” 
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“And who told you this story, Pearl?’’ asked her mother, recognizing a 
common superstition of the period. 

“It was the old dame in the chimney-corner, at the house where you 
watched last night,” said the child. “But she fancied me asleep while she 
was talking of it. She said that a thousand and a thousand people had met 
him here, and had written in his book, and have his mark on them. And 
that ugly-tempered lady, old Mistress Hibbins, was one. And, mother, 
the old dame said that this scarlet letter was the Black Man’s mark on 
thee, and that it glows like a red flame when thou meetest him at mid- 
night, here in the dark wood. Is it true, mother? And dost thou go to meet 
him in the night-time?” 

“Didst thou ever awake, and find thy mother gone?” asked Hester. 

“Not that I remember,” said the child. “If thou fearest to leave me in 
our cottage, thou mightest take me along with thee. I would very gladly 
go! But mother, tell me now! Is there such a Black Man? And didst thou 
ever meet him? And is this his mark?” 

“Wilt thou let me be at peace, if I once tell thee?” asked her mother. 

“Yes, if thou tellest me all,” answered Pearl. 

“Once in my life I met the Black Man! ” said her mother. “This scarlet 
letter is his mark!” 

Thus conversing, they entered sufficiently deep into the wood to secure 
themselves from the observation of any casual passenger along the forest 
track. Here they sat down on a luxuriant heap of moss, which, at some 
epoch of the preceding century, had been a gigantic pine, with its roots 
and trunk in the darksome shade, and its head aloft in the upper atmos- 
phere. It was a little dell where they had seated themselves, with a leaf- 
strewn bank rising gently on either side, and a brook flowing through the 
midst, over a bed of fallen and drowned leaves. The trees impending over 
it had flung down great branches, from time to time, which choked up 
the current and compelled it to form eddies and black depths at some 
points; while, in its swifter and livelier passages, there appeared a chan- 
nelway of pebbles, and brown sparkling sand. Letting the eyes follow 
along the course of the stream, they could catch the reflected light from 
its water, at some short distance within the forest, but soon lost all traces 
of it amid the bewilderment of tree-trunks and underbrush, and here and 
there a huge rock covered over with gray lichens. All these giant trees and 
bowlders of granite seemed intent on making a mystery of the course of 
this small brook; fearing, perhaps, that, with its never-ceasing loquacity, 
it should whisper tales out of the heart of the old forest whence it flowed, 
or mirror its revelations on the smooth surface of a pool. Continually, in- 
deed, as it stole onward, the streamlet kept up a babble, kind, quiet, 
soothing, but melancholy, like the voice of a young child that was spend- 
ing its infancy without playfulness, and knew not how to be merry among 
sad acquaintance and events of sombre hue. 

“O brook! O foolish and tiresome little brook!” cried Pearl, after lis- 
tening awhile to its talk. “Why art thou so sad? Pluck up a spirit, and do 
not be all the time sighing and murmuring! ” 
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But the brook, in the course of its little lifetime among the forest-trees, 
had gone through so solemn an experience that it could not help talking 
about it, and seemed to have nothing else to say. Pearl resembled the 
brook, inasmuch as the current of her life gushed from a well-spring as 
mysterious, and had flowed through scenes shadowed as heavily with 
gloom. But, unlike the little stream, she danced and sparkled, and prat- 
tled airily along her course. 

‘‘What does this sad little brook say, mother?” inquired she. 

“If thou hadst a sorrow of thine own, the brook might tell thee of it,” 
answered her mother, “even as it is telling me of mine! But now. Pearl, I 
hear a footstep along the path, and the noise of one putting aside the 
branches. I would have thee betake thyself to play, and leave me to speak 
with him that comes yonder.” 

“Is it the Black Man?” asked Pea> 1. 

“Wilt thou go and play, child?’ repeated her mother. “But do net 
stray far into the wood. And take h*‘ed that thou come at my first call.’’ 

“Yes, mother,” answered Pearl. “ ^ut if it be the Black Man, wilt thou 
not let me stay a moment, and look at him, with his big book under his 
arm?” 

“Go, silly child!” said her mothe’ , impatiently. “It is no Black Man’ 
Thou canst see him now, through the trees. It is the minister! ” 

“And so it is! ” said the child. “And, mother, he has his hand over his 
heart! Is it because, when the minister wrote his name in the book, the 
Black Man set his mark in that place? But why does he not wear it out 
side his bosom, as thou dost, mother^” 

“Go now, child, and thou shalt tease me as thou wilt another time/' 
cried Hester Prynne, “But do not stray far Keep where thou canst hear 
the babble of the brook.” 

The child went singing away, following up the current of the brook 
and striving to mingle a more lightsome cadence with its melanchol} 
voice. But the little stream would not be comforted, and still kept telling 
its unintelligible secret of some very mournful mystery that had hap- 
pened — or making a prophetic lamentation about something that was yet 
to happen — within the verge of the dismal forest. So Pearl, who had 
enough of shadow in her own little life, chose to break off all acquaintance 
with this repining brook. She set herself, therefore, to gathering violets 
and wood-anemones, and some scarlet columbines that she found grow- 
ing in the crevices of a high rock. 

When her elf-child had departed, Hester Prynne made a step or two 
towards the track that led through the forest, but still remained under the 
deep shadow of the trees. She beheld the minister advancing along the 
path, entirely alone, and leaning on a staff which he had cut by the way^ 
side. He looked haggard and feeble, and betrayed a nerveless despond^ 
ency in his air, which had never so remarkably characterized him in his 
walks about the settlement, nor in any other situation where he deemed 
himself liable to notice. Here it was wofully visible, in the intense seclu- 
sion of the forest, which, of itself, would have been a heavy trial to the 
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spirits. There was a listlessness in his gait; as if he saw no reason for tak- 
ing one step farther, nor felt any desire to do so, but would have been 
glad, could ht be glad of anything, to fling himself down at the root of 
the nearest tree, and lie there passive, for evermore. The leaves might be- 
strew him, and the soil gradually accumulate and form a little hillock 
over his frame, no matter whether there were life in it or no. Death ./as 
too definite an object to be wished for or avoided. 

To Hester’s eye, the Reverend Mr. Dimmesdale exhibited no symptom 
of positive and vivacious suffering, except that, as little Pearl had re- 
marked, he kept his hand over his heart. 


XVII 

The Pastor and His Parishioner 

Slowly as the minister walked, he had almost gone by, before Hester 
Prynne could gather voice enough to attract his observation. At length, 
she succeeded. 

“Arthur Dimmesdale!” she said, faintly at first; then louder, but 
hoarsely. “Arthur Dimmesdale! ” 

“Who speaks?” answered the minister. 

Gathering himself quickly up, he stood more erect, like a man taken by 
surprise in a mood to which he was reluctant to have witnesses. Throwing 
his eyes anxiously in the direction of the voice, he indistinctly beheld a 
form under the trees, clad in garments so sombre, and so little relieved 
from the gray twilight into which the clouded sky and the heavy foliage 
had darkened the noontide, that he knew not whether it were a woman or 
a shadow. It may be, that his pathway through life was haunted thus, by 
a spectre that had stolen out from among his thoughts. 

He made a step nigher, and discovered the scarlet letter. 

“Hester! Hester Prynne! ” said he. “Is it thou? Art thou in life?” 

“Even so!” she answered. “In such life as has been mine these seven 
years past! And thou, Arthur Dimmesdale, dost thou yet live?” 

It was no wonder that they thus questioned one another’s actual and 
bodily existence, and even doubted of their own. So strangely did they 
meet, in the dim wood, that it was like the first encounter, in the world 
beyond the grave, of two spirits who had been intimately connected in 
their former life, but now stood coldly shuddering, in mutual dread; as 
not yet familiar with their state, nor wonted to the companionship of dis- 
embodied beings. Each a ghost, and awe-stricken at the other ghost! 
They were awe-stricken likewise at themselves; because the crisis flung 
hack to them their consciousness, and revealed to each heart its history 
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and experience, as life never does, except at such breathless epochs. The 
soul beheld its features in the mirror of the passing moment. It was with 
fear, and tremulously, and, as it were, by a slow, reluctant necessity, that 
Arthur Dimmesdale put forth hrs hand, chill as death, and touched the 
chill hand of Hester Prynne. The grasp, cold as it was, took away what 
was dreariest in the interview. They now felt themselves, at least, inhab- 
itants of the same sphere. 

Without a word more spoken, — neither he nor she assuming the guid- 
ance, but with an unexpressed consent, — they glided back into the 
shadow of the woods, whence Hester had emerged, and sat down on the 
heap of moss where she and Pearl tiad before been sitting. When they 
found voice to speak, it was, at first only to utter remarks and inquiries 
such as any two acquaintance migh have made, about the gloomy sky, 
the threatening storm, and, next, th( health of each. Thus they went on- 
ward, not boldly, but step by step, into the themes that were brooding 
deepest in their hearts. So long estranged by fate and circumstanci^s, they 
needed something slight and casual to run before, and throw open the 
doors of intercourse, so that their n al thoughts might be led across the 
threshold. 

After a while, the minister fixed hh eyes on Hester Prynne^s. 

“Hester,” said he, “hast thou found peace?” 

She smiled drearily, looking down upon her bosom. 

“Hast thou?” she asked. 

“None! — nothing but despair!” he answered. “What else could I look 
for, being what I am, and leading such a life as mine? Were I an atheist, 
— a man devoid of conscience, — a wretch with coarse and brutal instincts. 
— I might have found peace, long ere now. Nay, I never should have lost 
it! But, as matters stand with my soul, whatever of good capacity there 
originally was in me, all of God’s gifts that were the choicest have become 
the ministers of spiritual torment. Hester, I am most miserable! ” 

“The people reverence thee,” said Hester. “And surely thou workest 
good among them! Doth this bring thee no comfort?” 

“More misery, Hester! — only the more misery!” answered the clergy- 
man, with a bitter smile. “As concerns the good which I may appear to 
do, I have no faith in it. It must needs be a delusion. What can a ruinea 
soul, like mine, effect towards the redemption of other souls? — or a pol- 
luted soul towards their purification? And as for the people’s reverence, 
would that it were turned to scorn and hatred! Canst thou deem it, Hes- 
ter, a consolation, that I must stand up in my pulpit, and meet so many 
eyes turned upward to my face, as if the light of heaven were beaming 
from it! — must see my flock hungry for the truth, and listening to my 
words as if a tongue of Pentecost were speaking! — and then look inward, 
and discern the black reality of what they idolize? I have laughed, in bit' 
terness and agony of heart, at the contrast between what I seem and whal 
I am! And Satan laughs at it! ” 

“You wrong yourself in this,” said Hester, gently. “You have deeply 
and sorely repented. Your sin is left behind you, in the days long past 
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Vour present life is not less holy, in very truth, than it seems in people's 
eyes. Is there no reality in the penitence thus sealed and witnessed by 
good works? And wherefore should it not bring you peace?” 

‘‘No, Hester, no! ” replied the clergyman. “There is no substance in it! 
It is cold and dead, and can do nothing for me! Of penance, I have had 
enough! Of penitence, there has been none! Else, I should long ago hav^e 
thrown off these garments of mock holiness, and have shown myself to 
mankind as they will see me at the judgment-seat. Happy are you, Hes- 
ter, that wear the scarlet letter openly upon your bosom! Mine burns in 
secret! Thou little knowest what a relief it is, after the torment of a seven 
years' cheat, to look into an eye that recognizes me for what I am! Had I 
one friend — or were it my worst enemy! — to whom, when sickened with 
the praises of all other men, I could daily betake myself, and be known as 
the vilest of all sinners, methinks my soul might keep itself alive thereby. 
Even thus much of truth would save me! But, now, it is all falsehood! — 
all emptiness! — all death!'' 

Hester Prynne looked into his face, but hesitated to speak. Yet, utter- 
ing his long-restrained emotions so vehemently as he did, his words here 
offered her the very point of circumstances in which to interpose what she 
came to say. She conquered her fears, and spoke. 

“Such a friend as thou hast even now wished for,” said she, “with 
whom to weep over thy sin, thou hast in me, the partner of it!” — Again 
she hesitated, but brought out the words with an effort. — “Thou hast long 
had such an enemy, and dwellest with him, under the same roof ! ” 

The minister started to his feet, gasping for breath, and clutching at 
his heart, as if he would have torn it out of his bosom. 

“Ha! What sayest thou!” cried he. “An enemy! And under mine own 
roof! What mean you?” 

Hester Prynne was now fully sensible of the deep injury for which she 
was responsible to this unhappy man, in permitting him to lie for so many 
years, or, indeed, for a single moment, at the mercy of one whose purposes 
could not be other than malevolent. The very contiguity of his enemy, be- 
neath whatever mask the latter might conceal himself, was enough to 
disturb the magnetic sphere of a being so sensitive as Arthur Dimmesdale. 
There had been a period when Hester was less alive to this consideration ; 
or, perhaps, in the misanthropy of her own trouble, she left the minister 
to bear what she might picture to herself as a more tolerable doom. But of 
late, since the night of his vigil, all her sympathies towards him had been 
both softened and invigorated. She now read his heart more accurately. 
She doubted not, that the continual presence of Roger Chillingworth, — > 
the secret poison of his malignity, infecting all the air about him, — and 
his authorized interference, as a physician, with the minister's physical 
and spiritual infirmities, — that these bad opportunities had been turned 
to a cruel purpose. By means of them, the sufferer's conscience had been 
kept in an irritated state, the tendency of which was, not to cure by 
wholesome pain, but to disorganize and corrupt his spiritual being. Its 
\result, on earth, could hardly ^^il to insanity, and hereafter, that eter- 
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nal alienation from the Good and True, of which madness is perhaps the 
earthly type. 

Such v/as the ruin to which she had brought the man, once, — nay, why 
should we not speak it? — still so passionately loved! Hester felt that the 
sacrifice of the clergyman's good name, and death itself, as she had al- 
ready told Roger Chillingworth, would have been infinitely preferable to 
the alternative which she had taken upon herself to choose. And now, 
rather than have had this grievous wrong to confess, she would gladly 
have lain down on the forest-leaves, and died, there, at Arthur Dimmes- 
dale’s feet. 

Arthur," cried she, ^‘forgive me ! In all things else, I have striven to 
be true! Truth was the one virtue which I might have held fast, and did 
hold fast, through all extremity; save when thy good, — thy life, — thy 
fame, — were put in question! Then 1 consented to a deception. Bu) a lie is 
never good, even though death threaten on the other side! Dost thou not 
see what I would say? That old man! — the physician! — he whom they 
call Roger Chillingworth ! — he was n y husband! " 

The minister looked at her for an nstant, with all that violence of pas 
sion, which — intermixed, in more sh<‘ pes than one, with his higher, purer, 
softer qualities — was, in fact, the poition of him which the Devil claimed, 
and through which he sought to win i he rest. Never w'as there a blacker or 
a fiercer frown than Hester now encountered. For the brief space that it 
lasted, it was a dark transfiguration But his character had been so much 
enfeebled by suffering, that even its lower energies were incapable of 
more than a temporary struggle. He sank down on the ground, and buried 
his face in his hands. 

‘T might have known it," murmured he. did know it! Was not the 
secret told me, in the natural recoil of my heart, at the first sight of him, 
and as often as I have seen him since? Why did I not understand? O 
Hester Prynne, thou little, little knowest all the horror of this thing! And 
the shame! — the indelicacy! — the horrible ugliness of this exposure of a 
sick and guilty heart to the very eye that would gloat over it! Woman 
woman, thou art accountable for this! I cannot forgive thee!" 

^‘Thou shalt forgive me!" cried Hester, flinging herself on the fallen 
leaves beside him. “Let God punish! Thou shalt forgive!" 

With sudden and desperate tenderness, she threw her arms around him, 
and pressed his head against her bosom; little caring though his cheek 
rested on the scarlet letter. He would have released himself, but strove in 
vain to do so. Hester would not set him free, lest he should look her 
sternly in the face. All the world had frowned on her, — for seven loag 
years had it frowned upon this lonely woman, — and still she bore it all, 
nor ever once turned away her firm, sad eyes. Heaven, likewise, had 
frowned upon her, and she had not died. But the frown of this pale, weak, 
sinful, and sorrow-stricken man was what Hester could not bear and live' 

“Wilt thou yet forgive me!" she repeated, over and over again. “Wilt 
thou not frown? Wilt thou forgive?" 

“I do forgive you, Hester," replied the minister, at length, with a deep 
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utterance, out of an abyss of sadness, but no anger. freely forgive you 
now. May God forgive us both! We are not, Hester, the worst sinners in 
the world. There is one worse than even the polluted priest! That old 
man’s revenge has been blacker than my sin. He has violated, in cold 
blood, the sanctity of a human heart. Thou and I, Hester, never did so! ” 

“Never, never!” whispered she. “What we did had a consecration of 
its own. We felt it so! We said so to each other! Hast thou forgotten it?” 

“Hush, Hester!” said Arthur Dimmesdale, rising from the ground. 
“No ; I have not forgotten ! ” 

They sat down again, side by side, and hand clasped in hand, on the 
mossy trunk of the fallen tree. Life had never brought them a gloomier 
hour; it was the point whither their pathway had so long been tending, 
and darkening ever, as it stole along; and yet it enclosed a charm that 
made them linger upon it, and claim another, and another, and, after all, 
another moment The forest was obscure around them, and creaked with 
a blast that was passing through it. The boughs were tossing heavily 
above their heads ; while one solemn old tree groaned dolefully to another, 
as if telling the sad story of the pair that sat beneath, or constrained to 
forebode evil to come. 

And yet they lingered. How dreary looked the forest-track that led 
backward to the settlement, where Hester Prynne must take up again the 
burden of her ignominy, and the minister the hollow mockery of his good 
name! So they lingered an instant longer. No golden light had ever been 
so precious as the gloom of this dark forest. Here, seen only by his eyes, 
the scarlet letter need not burn into the bosom of the fallen woman ! Here, 
seen only by her eyes, Arthur Dimmesdale, false to God and man, might 
be, for one moment, true! 

He started at a thought that suddenly occurred to him. 

“Hester,” cried he, “here is a new horror! Roger Chillingworth knows 
your purpose to reveal his true character. Will he continue, then, to keep 
our secret? What will now be the course of his revenge?” 

“There is a strange secrecy in his nature,” replied Hester, thought- 
fully; “and it has grown upon him by the hidden practices of his revenge, 
I deem it not, likely that he will betray the secret. He will doubtless seek 
other means of satiating his dark passion.” 

“And I! — ^how am I to live longer, breathing the same air with this 
deadly enemy?” exclaimed Arthur Dimmesdale, shrinking within himself, 
and pressing his hand nervously against his heart, — a gesture that had 
grown involuntary with him. “Think for me, Hester! Thou art strong. 
Resolve for me!” 

“Thou must dwell no longer with this man,” said Hester, slowly and 
firmly. “Thy heart must be no longer under his evil eye ! ” 

“It were far worse than death!” replied the minister. “But how to 
avoid it? What choice remains to me? Shall I lie down again on these 
withered leaves, where I cast myself when thou didst tell me what he 
was? Must I sink down there, and die at once?” 

“Alas, what a ruin has befallen thee! ” said Hester, with the tears gush- 
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ing into her eyes. ‘Wilt thou die for very weakness? There is no othei 
cause!” 

“The judgment of God is on me,” answered the conscience-stricken 
priest. “It is too mighty for me to struggle with! ” 

“Heaven would show mercy,” rejoined Hester, “hadst thou but the 
strength to take advantage of it.” 

“Be thou strong for me! ” answered he. “Advise me what to do.” 

“Is the world, then, so narrow?” exclaimed Hester Prynne, fixing her 
deep eyes on the minister’s, and instinctively exercising a magnetic powek 
over a spirit so shattered and subdued that it could hardly hold itself 
erect. “Doth the universe lie within the compass of yonder town, which 
only a little time ago was but a feaf-strewn desert, as lonely as this 
around us? Whither leads yonder f )rest-track? Backward to the settle- 
ment, thou sayest! Yes; but onward too. Deeper it goes, and deeper, into 
the wilderness, less plainly to be see i at every step, until, some few miles 
hence, the yellow leaves will show lo vestige of the white man’s tread. 
There thou art free! So brief a jou ney would bring thee from a world 
where thou hast been most wretche i, to one where thou mayest still be 
happy! Is there not shade enough ii all this boundless forest to hide thy 
heart from the gaze of Roger Chillingworth?” 

“Yes, Hester; but only under the fallen leaves!” replied the ministei^ 
with a sad smile. 

“Then there is the broad pathway of the sea!” continued Hester. “It 
brought thee hither. If thou so choose, it will bear thee back again. In 
our native land, whether in some remote rural village or in vast London, 
— or, surely, in Germany, in France, in pleasant Italy, — thou wouldst be 
beyond his power and knowledge! And what hast thou to do with all these 
iron men, and their opinions? They have kept thy better part in bondage 
too long already!” 

“It cannot be!” answered the minister, listening as if he were called 
upon to realize a dream. “I am powerless to go! Wretched and sinful as 
I am, I have had no other thought than to drag on my earthly existence in 
the sphere where Providence hath placed me. Lost as my own soul is, I 
would still do what I may for other human souls! I dare not quit my post, 
though an unfaithful sentinel, whose sure reward is death and dishonor, 
when his dreary watch shall come to an end ! ” 

“Thou art crushed under this seven years’ weight of misery,” replied 
Hester, fervently resolved to buoy him up with her own energy. “But 
thou shalt leave it all behind thee! It shall not cumber thy steps, as thou 
treadest along the forest-path; neither shalt thou freight the ship with it, 
if thou prefer to cross the sea. Leave this wreck and ruin here where it 
hath happened. Meddle no more with it! Begin all anew! Hast thou 
exhausted possibility in the failure of this one trial? Not so! The future 
is yet full of trial and success. There is happiness to be enjoyed! There 
is good to be done! Exchange this false life of thine for a true one. Be, if 
thy spirit summon thee to such a mission, the teacher and apostle of the 
red men. Or, — as is more thy nature, — ^be a scholar and a sage among 
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the vnsest and most renowned of the cultivated world. Preach! Write! 
Act! Do anything, save to lie down and die! Give up this name of 
Arthur Dimmesdale, and make thyself another, and a high one, such as 
thou canst wear without fear or shame. Why shouldst thou tarry so much 
as one other day in the torments that have so gnawed into thy life! — 
that have made thee feeble to will and to do! — that will leave thee power- 
less even to repent ! Up, and away! ” 

“O Hester!” cried Arthur Dimmesdale, in whose eyes a fitful light, 
kindled by her enthusiasm, flashed up and died away, “thou tellest of 
running a race to a man whose knees are tottering beneath him! I must 
die here! There is not the strength or courage left me to venture into the 
wide, strange, difficult world, alone! ” 

It was the last expression of the despondency of a broken spirit. He 
lacked energy to grasp the better fortune that seemed within his reach. 
He repeated the word. 

“Alone, Hester!” 

“Thou shalt not go alone! ” answered she, in a deep whisper. 

Then, all was spoken! 


xvm 

A Flood of Sunshine 

Arthur Dimmesdale gazed into Hester’s face with a look in which hope 
and joy shone out, indeed, but with fear betwixt them, and a kind of hor- 
ror at her boldness, who had spoken what he vaguely hinted at but dared 
not speak. 

But Hester Prynne, with a mind of native courage and activity, and 
for so long a period not merely estranged, but outlawed, from society, had 
habituated herself to such latitude of speculation as was altogether for- 
eign to the clergyman. She had wandered, without rule or guidance, in a 
moral wilderness; as vast, as intricate and shadowy, as the untamed for- 
est, amid the gloom of which they were now holding a colloquy that was 
to decide their fate. Her intellect and heart had their home, as it were, in 
desert places, where she roamed as freely as the wild Indian in his woods. 
For years past she had looked from this estranged point of view at human 
institutions, and whatever priests or legislators had established ; criticis- 
ing all with hardly more reverence than the Indian would feel for the 
clerical band, the judicial robe, the pillory, the gallows, the fireside, or the 
church. The tendency of her fate and fortunes had been to set her free. 
The scarlet letter was her passport into regions where other women dared 
not tread. Shame, Despair, Solitude! These had been her teachers, — ^stem 
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and wild ones, — and they had made her strong, but taught her much 
amiss. 

The minister, on the other hand, had never gone through an experience 
calculated to lead him beyond the scope of generally received laws; al- 
though, in a single instance, he had so fearfully transgressed one of the 
most sacred of them. But this had been a §in of passion, not of principle/ 
nor even purpose. Since that wretched epoch, he had watched, with mor- 
bid zeal and minuteness, not his acts, — for those it was easy to arrange, — 
but each breath of emotion, and his every thought. At the head of the so- 
cial system, as the clergymen of that day stood, he was only the more 
trammelled by its regulations, its principles, and even its prejudices. As 
a priest, the framework of his order nevitably hemmed him in. As a man 
who had once sinned, but who kept lis conscience all alive and painfully 
sensitive by the fretting of an unhealed wound, he might have been sup- 
posed safer within the line of virtue .han if he had never sinned at all. 

Thus, we seem to see that, as rega ded Hester Prynne, the whole seven 
years of outlaw and ignominy had b( en little other than a preparation for 
this very hour. But Arthur IJimmesdale! Were such a man once more to 
fall, what plea could be urged in ext muation of his crime? None; unless 
it avail him somewhat, that he was broken down by long and exquisite 
suffering; that his mind was darkem d and confused by the very remorse 
which harrowed it; that between fleeing as an avowed criminal, and re- 
maining as a hypocrite, conscience might find it hard to strike the bal- 
ance; that it was human to avoid the peril of death and infamy, and the 
inscrutable machinations of an enemy; that, finally, to this poor pilgrim, 
on his dreary and desert path, faint, sick, miserable, there appeared a 
glimpse of human affection and sympathy, a new life, and a true one, in 
exchange for the heavy doom which he was now expiating. And be the 
stern and sad truth spoken, that the breach which guilt has once made 
into the human soul is never, in this mortal state, repaired. It may be 
watched and guarded; so that the enemy shall not force his way again 
into the citadel, and might even, in his subsequent assaults, select sorne 
other avenue, in preference to that where he had formerly succeeded. But 
there is still the ruined wall, and, near it, the stealthy tread of the foe that 
would win over again his unforgotten triumph. 

The struggle, if it were one, need not be described. Let it suffice, that 
the clergyman resolved to flee, and not alone. 

‘Tf, in all these past seven years,’’ thought he, 'T could recall one in 
stant of peace or hope, I would yet endure for the sake of that earnest ol 
Heaven’s mercy. But now, — since I am irrevocably doomed, — wherefore 
should I not snatch the solace allowed to the condemned culprit before his 
execution? Or, if this be the path to a better life, as Hester would per- 
suade me, I surely give up no fairer prospect by pursuing it! Neither can 
I any longer live without her companionship ; so powerful is she to sus- 
tain, — so tender to soothe! O Thou to whom I dare not lift mine eyes, wil/ 
Thou yet pardon me!” 

‘‘Thou wilt go ! ” said Hestei, calmly, as he met her glance. 
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The decision once made, a glow of strange enjoyment threw its flicker 
ing brightness over the trouble of his breast. It was the exhilarating ef- 
fect — upon a prisoner just escaped from the dungeon of his own heart — 
of breathing the wild, free atmosphere of an .unredeemed, unchristianized, 
lawless region. His spirit rose, as it were, with a bound, and attained a 
nearer prospect of the sky, than throughout all the misery which had kept 
him grovelling on the earth. Of a deeply religious temperament, there was 
inevitably a tinge of the devotional in his mood. 

^‘Do I feel joy again?^’ cried he, wondering at himself, “Methought the 
germ of it was dead in me ! O Hester, thou art my better angel ! I seem to 
have flung myself — ^sick, sin-stained, and sorrow-blackened — down upon 
these forest-leaves, and to have risen up all made anew, and with new 
powers to glorify Him that hath been merciful! This is already the better 
life! Why did we not find it sooner?” 

•‘Let us not look back,” answered Hester Prynne. “The past is gone! 
Wherefore should we linger upon it now? See! With this symbol, I undo 
it all, and make it as it had never been ! ” 

So speaking, she undid the clasp tnat fastened thp scarlet letter, and, 
taking it from her bosom, threw it to a distance among the withered 
leaves. The mystic token alighted on the hither verge of the stream. With 
a hand’s-breadth farther flight it would have fallen into the water, and 
have given the little brook another woe to carry onward, besides the un- 
intelligible tale which it still kept murmuring about. But there lay the 
embroidered letter, glittering like a lost jewel, which some ill-fated wan- 
derer might pick up, and thenceforth be haunted by strange phantoms of 
guilt, sinkings of the heart, and unaccountable misfortune. 

The stigma gone, Hester heaved a long, deep sigh, in which the burdeiv 
of shame and anguish departed from her spirit. Oh exquisite relief! She 
had not known the weight, until she felt the freedom! By another im- 
pulse, she took off the formal cap that confined her hair; and down it fell 
upon her shoulders, dark and rich, with at once a shadow and a light in 
its abundance, and imparting the charm of softness to her features. There 
played around her mouth, and beamed out of her eyes, a radiant and 
tender smile, that seemed gushing from the very heart of womanhood. A 
crimson flush was glowing on her cheek, that had been long so pale. Her 
sex, her youth, and the whole richness of her beauty, came back from 
what men call the irrevocable past, and clustered themselves, with her 
maiden hope, and a happiness before unknown, within the magic circle of 
this hour. And, as if the gloom of the earth and sky had been but the 
effluence of these two mortal hearts, it vanished with their sorrow. All at 
once, as with a sudden smile of heaven, forth burst the sunshine, pouring 
a very flood into the obscure forest, gladdening each green leaf, trans- 
muting the yellow fallen ones to gold, and gleaming adown the gray 
trunks of the solemn trees. The objects that had made a shadow hitherto, 
embodied the brightness now. The course of the little brook might be 
traced by its merry gleam afar into the wood’s heart of mystery, which 
had become a mystery of joy. 
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Such was the sympathy of Nature — that wild, heathen Nature of the 
forest, never subjugated by human law, nor illumined by higher truth — 
with the bliss of these two spirits! Love, whether newly bom, or aroused 
from a death-like slumber, must always create a sunshine, filling the heart 
so full of radiance, that it overflows upon the outward world. Had the 
forest still kept its gloom, it would have been bright in Hester’s eyes, and 
bright in Arthur Dimmesdale’s! 

Hester looked at him with the thrill of another joy. 

“Thou must know Pearl!” said she. “Our little Pearl! Thou hast seen 
her, — yes, I know it! — but thou wilt see her now with other eyes. She is 
a strange child! I hardly comprehend her! But thou wilt love her dearly, 
as I do, and wilt advise me how to deal with her.” 

“Dost thou think the child will hi glad to know me?” asked the min- 
ister, somewhat uneasily. “I have long shrunk from children, because they 
often show a distrust, — a backward less to be familiar with me. I have 
even been afraid of little Pearl! ” 

“Ah, that was sad! ” answered the nother. “But she will love thee dear- 
ly, and thou her. She is not far off. 1 will call her! Pearl! Pearl!’ 

“I see the child,” observed the mi lister. “Yonder she is, standing in a 
streak of sunshine, a good way off, on the other side of the brook. So thou 
thinkest the child will love me?” 

Hester smiled, and again called to Pearl, who was visible, at some dis- 
tance, as the minister had described her, like a bright-apparelled vision, 
in a sunbeam, which fell down upon her through an arch of boughs. The 
ray quivered to and fro, making her figure dim or distinct, — now like a 
real child, now like a child’s spirit, — as the splendor went and came again. 
She heard her mother’s voice, and approached slowly through the forest. 

Pearl had not found the hour pass wearisomely, while her mother sat 
talking with the clergyman. The great black forest — stern as it showed it- 
self to those who brought the guilt and troubles of the world into its 
bosom — became the playmate of the lonely infant, as well as it knew how. 
Sombre as it was, it put on the kindest of its moods to welcome her. It 
offered her the partridge-berries, the growth of the preceding autumn, but 
ripening only in the spring, and now red as drops of blood upon the with- 
ered leaves. These Pearl gathered, and was pleased with their wild flavor. 
The small denizens of the wilderness hardly took pains to move out of her 
path. A partridge, indeed, with a brood of ten behind her, ran forward 
threateningly, but soon repented of her fierceness, tind clucked to her 
young ones not to be afraid. A pigeon, alone on a low branch, allowed 
Pearl to come beneath, and uttered a sound as much of greeting as alarm. 
A squirrel, from the lofty depths of his domestic tree, chattered either in 
anger or merriment, — for a squirrel is such a choleric and humorous little 
personage, that it is hard to distinguish between his moods, — so he chat- 
tered at the child, and flung down a nut upon her head. It was a last year’s 
nut, and already gnawed by his sharp tooth. A fox, startled from his sleep 
by her light footstep on the leaves, looked inquisitively at Pearl, as doubt- 
ing whether it were better to steal off, or renew his nao on the same spot. 
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A wolf, it is said, — but here the tale has surely lapsed into the improb- 
able, — came up, and smelt of PearPs robe, and offered his savage head to 
be patted by her hand. The truth seems to be, however, that the mother- 
forest, and these wild things which it nourished, all recognized a kindred 
wildness in the human child. 

And she was gentler here than in the grassy-margined streets of the set- 
tlement, or in her mother’s cottage. The flowers appeared to know it; and 
one and another whispered as she passed, ‘^Adorn thyself with me, thou 
beautiful child, adorn thyself with me!” — and, to please them, Pearl 
gathered the violets, and anemones, and columbines, and some twigs of 
the freshest green, which the old trees held down before her eyes. With 
these she decorated her hair, and her young waist, and became a nymph - 
child, or an infant dryad, or whatever else was in closest sympathy with 
the antique wood. In such guise had Pearl adorned herself, when she 
heard her mother’s voice, and came slowly back. 

Slowly; for she saw the clergyman. 


XIX 

The Child at the Brook-side 

“Thou wilt love her dearly,” repeated Hester Prynne, as she and the 
minister sat watching little Pearl. “Dost thou not think her beautiful? 
And see with what natural skill she has made those simple flowers adorn 
her! Had she gathered pearls, and diamonds, and rubies, in the wood, 
they could not have become her better. She is a splendid child! But I 
know whose brow she has ! ” 

“Dost thou know, Hester,” said Arthur Dimmesdale, with an unquiet 
smile, “that this dear child^ tripping about always at thy side, hath caused 
me many an alarm? Methought — O Hester, what a thought is that, and 
how terrible to dread it! — that my own features were partly repeated in 
her face, and so strikingly that the world might see them! But she is 
mostly thine!” 

“No, no! Not mostly!” answered the mother, with a tender smile. “A 
little longer, and thou needest not to be afraid to trace whose child she is. 
But how strangely beautiful she looks, with those wild-flowers in her 
hair! It is as if one of the fairies, whom we left in our dear old England, 
had decked her out to meet us.” 

It was with a feeling which neither of them had ever before experienced 
that they sat and watched Pearl’s slow advance. In her was visible the tie 
that united them. She had been offered to the world, these seven years 
past, as the living hieroglyphic, in which was revealed the secret they so 
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darkly sought to hide, — all written in this symbol, — all plainly manifest, 
— had there been a prophet or magician skilled to read the character of 
flame! And Pearl was the oneness of their being. Be the foregone evil 
what it might, how could they doubt that their earthly lives and future 
destinies were conjoined, when they beheld at once the material union, 
and the spiritual idea, in whom they met, and were to dwell immortally 
together? Thoughts like these — and perhaps other thoughts, which they 
did not acknowledge or define — threw an awe about the child as she came 
onward. 

^‘Let her see nothing strange — no passion nor eagerness — in thy way of 
accosting her,” whispered Hester. ‘‘Our Pearl is a fitful and fantastic 
little elf, sometimes. Especially she is seldom tolerant of emotion, when 
she does not fully comprehend the wf y and wherefore. But the child hath 
strong affections! She loves me, and m ill love thee! ” 

“Thou canst not think,” said the minister, glancing aside at Hester 
Prynne, “how my heart dreads this i iterview, and yearns for it! But, in 
truth, as I already told thee, childrei are not readily won to be familiar 
with me. They will not climb my km e, nor prattle in my ear, nor answer 
to my smile; but stand apart, and eye me strangely. Even little babes, 
when I take them in my arms, weep I itterly. Yet Pearl, twice in her little 
lifetime, hath been kind to me! Thi^ first time, — thou knowest it well! 
The last was when thou ledst her wiih thee to the house of yonder stern 
old Governor.” 

“And thou didst plead so bravely in her behalf and mine!” answered 
the mother. “I remember it; and so shall little Pearl. Fear nothing! She 
may be strange and shy at first, but will soon learn to love thee! ” 

By this time Pearl had reached the margin of the brook, and stood on 
the farther side, gazing silently at Hester and the clergyman, who still sat 
together on the mossy tree- trunk, waiting to receive her. Just where she 
had paused, the brook chanced to form a pool, so smooth and quiet that 
it reflected a perfect image of her little figure, with all the brilliant pictur- 
esqueness of her beauty, in its adornment of flowers and wreathed foliage, 
but more refined and spiritualized than the reality. This image, so nearly 
identical with the living Pearl, seemed to communicate somewhat of its 
own shadowy and intangible quality to the child herself. It was strange, 
the way in which Pearl stood, looking so steadfastly at them through the 
dim medium of the forest-gloom ; herself, meanwhile, all glorified with a 
ray of sunshine that was attracted thitherward as by a certain sympathy. 
In the brook beneath stood another child, — another and the same, — with 
likewise its ray of golden light. Hester felt herself, in some indistinct and 
tantalizing manner, estranged from Pearl; as if the child, in her lonely 
ramble through the forest, had strayed out of the sphere in which she and 
her mother dwelt together, and was now vainly seeking to return to it. 

There was both truth and error in the impression ; the child and mother 
were estranged, but through Hester’s fault, not Pearl’s. Since the latter 
rambled from her side, another inmate had been admitted within the 
circle of the mother’s feelings, and so modified the aspect of them all, that 
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Pearl, the returning wanderer, could not find her wonted place, and hard- 
ly knew where she was. 

have a strange fancy,” observed the sensitive minister, ‘‘that this 
brook is the boundary between two worlds, and that thou canst never 
meet thy Pearl again. Or is she an elfish spirit, who, as the legends of our 
childhood taught us, is forbidden to cross a running stream? Pray h^^sten 
her ; for this delay has already imparted a tremor to my nerves.” 

“Come, dearest child!” said Hester, encouragingly, and stretching out 
both her arms. “How slow thou art! When hast thou been so sluggish be- 
fore now? Here is a friend of mine, who must be thy friend also. Thou 
wilt have twice as much love, henceforward, as thy mother alone could 
give thee! Leap across the brook, and come to us. Thou canst leap like a 
young deer!” 

Pearl, without responding in any manner to these honey-sweet expres- 
sions, remained on the other side of the brook. Now she fixed her bright, 
wild eyes on her mother, now on the minister, and now included them 
both in the same glance; as if to detect and explain to herself the relation 
which they bore to one another. For some unaccountable reason, as Ar- 
thur Dimmesdale felt the child’s eyes upon him, his hand — with that ges- 
ture so habitual as to have become involuntary — stole over his heart. At 
length, assuming a singular air of authority. Pearl stretched out her 
hand, with the small forefinger extended, and pointing evidently towards 
her mother’s breast. And beneath, in the mirror of the brook, there was 
the flower-girdled and sunny image of little Pearl, pointing her small fore- 
finger too. 

“Thou strange child, why dost thou not come to me?” exclaimed 
Hester. 

Pearl still pointed with her forefinger; and a frown gathered on her 
brow; the more impressive from the childish, the almost baby-like aspect 
of the features that conveyed it. As her mother still kept beckoning to 
her, and arraying her face in a holiday suit of unaccustomed smiles, the 
child stamped her foot with a yet more imperious look and gesture. In the 
brook, again, was the fantastic beauty of the image, with its reflected 
frown, its pointed finger, and imperious gesture, giving emphasis to the 
aspect of little Pearl. 

“Hasten, Pearl; or I shall be angry with thee!” cried Hester Prynne, 
who, however inured to such behavior on the elf-child’s part at other sea- 
sons, was naturally anxious for a more seemly deportment now. “Leap 
across the brook, naughty child, and run hither! Else I must come to 
thee!” 

But Pearl, not a whit startled at her mother’s threats any more than 
mollified by her entreaties, now suddenly burst into a fit of passion, 
gesticulating violently and throwing her small figure into the most ex- 
travagant contortions. She accompanied this wild outbreak with piercing 
shrieks, which the woods reverberated on all sides; so that, alone as she 
was in her childish and unreasonable wrath, it seemed as if a hidden mul- 
titude were lending her their sympathy and encouragement. Seen in the 
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brook, once more, was the shadowy wrath of Pearl’s image, crowned and 
girdled with flowers, but stamping its foot, wildly gesticulating, and, in 
the midst of all, still pointing its small forefinger at Hester’s bosom! 

“I see what ails the child,” whispered Hester to the clergyman, and 
turning pale in spite of a strong effort to conceal her trouble and annoy- 
ance. ^‘Children will not abide any, the slightest, change in the accus- 
tomed aspect of things that are daily before their eyes. Pearl misses some- 
thing which she has always seen me wear 1 ” 

‘T pray you,” answered the minister, ^^if thou hast any means of pacify- 
ing the child, do it forthwith! Save it were the cankered wrath of an old 
witch, like Mistress Hibbins,” added he, attempting to smile, know 
nothing that I would not sooner encounter than this passion in a child. 
In Pearl’s young beauty, as in the wdnkled witch, it has a preternatural 
effect. Pacify her, if thou lovest me! ” 

Hester turned again towards Pearl, with a crimson blush upon her 
cheek, a conscious glance aside at th+ clergyman, and then a heav}? sigh; 
while, even before she had time to s )eak, the blush yielded to a deadly 
pallor. 

“Pearl,” said she, sadly, “look dovn at thy feet! There! — before thee! 
— on the hither side of the brook! ” 

The child turned her eyes to the point indicated; and there lay the 
scarlet letter, so close upon the margin of the stream, that the gold em- 
broidery was reflected in it. 

“Bring it hither! ” said Hester. 

“Come thou and take it up! ” answered Pearl. 

“Was ever such a child!” observed Hester, aside to the minister. “Oh, 
I have much to tell thee about her! But, in very truth, she is right as re- 
gards this hateful token. I must bear its torture yet a little longer, — only 
a few days longer, — until we shall have left this region and look back 
hither as to a land which we have dreamed of. The forest cannot hide it! 
The mid-ocean shall take it from my hand, and swallow it up forever! ” 

With these words, she advanced to the margin of the brook, took up 
the scarlet letter, and fastened it again into her bosom. Hopefully, but a 
moment ago, as Hester had spoken of drowning it in the deep sea, there 
was a sense of inevitable doom upon her, as she thus received back this 
deadly symbol from the hand of fate. She had flung it into infinite space! 
— she had drawn an hour’s free breath! — and here again was the scarlet 
misery, glittering on the old spot ! So it ever is, whether thus typified or 
no, that an evil deed invests itself with the character of doom. Hester next 
gathered up the heavy tresses of her hair, and confined them beneath her 
cap. As if there were a withering spell in the sad letter, her beauty, the 
warmth and richness of her womanhood, departed, like fading sunshine; 
and a gray shadow seemed to fall across her. 

When the dreary change was wrought, she extended her hand to Pearl. 

“Dost thou know thy mother now, child?” asked she, reproachfully, 
but with a subdued tone. “Wilt thou come across the brook, and own thy 
mother, now that she has her shame upon her, — now that she is sad?” 
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^‘Yes; now I will! ” answered the child, bounding across the brook, and 
clasping Hester in her arms. “Now thou art my mother indeed! And I 
am thy little Pearl!” 

In a mood of tenderness that was not unusual with her, she drew dowi 
her mother’s head, and kissed her brow and both her cheeks. But then— 
by a kind of necessity that always impelled this child to alloy whateve 
‘comfort she might chance to give with a throb of anguish — Pearl put u 
her mouth, and kissed the scarlet letter too! 

“That was not kind! ” said Hester. “When thou hast shown me a litti 
love, thou mockest me! ” 

“Why doth the minister sit yonder?” asked Pearl. 

“He waits to welcome thee,” replied her mother. “Come thou, and en 
treat his blessing! He loves thee, my little Pearl, and loves thy mothe 
too. Wilt thou not love him? Come! he longs to greet thee! ” 

“Doth he love us?” said Pearl, looking up, with acute intelligence, into 
her mother’s face. “Will he go back with us, hand in hand, we three to- 
gether, into the town?” 

“Not now, my dear child,” answered Hester. “But in days to come, he 
will walk hand in hand with us. We will have a home and fireside of our 
own; and thou shalt sit upon his knee; and he will teach thee many 
things, and love thee dearly. Thou wilt love him ; wilt thou not?” 

“And will he always keep his hand over his heart?” inquired Pearl. 

“Foolish child, what a question is that! ” exclaimed her mother. “Come 
and ask his blessing!” 

But, whether influenced by the jealousy that seems instinctive with 
every petted child towards a dangerous rival, or from whatever caprice of 
her freakish nature, Pearl would show no favor to the clergyman. It was 
only by an exertion of force that her mother brought her up to him, hang- 
ing back, and manifesting her reluctance by odd grimaces; of which, ever 
since her babyhood, she had possessed a singular variety, and could trans- 
form her mobile physiognomy into a series of different aspects, with a new 
mischief in them, each and all. The minister — ^painfully embarrassed, but 
hoping that a kiss might prove a talisman to admit him into the child’s 
kindlier regards — bent forward, and impressed one on her brow. Here- 
upon, Pearl broke away from her mother, and, running to the brook, 
stooped over it, and bathed her forehead, until the unwelcome kiss was 
quite washed off, and diffused through a long lapse of the gliding water. 
She then remained apart, silently watching Hester and the clergyman; 
while they talked together, and made such arrangements as were sug- 
gested by their new position, and the purposes soon to be fulfilled. 

And now this fateful interview had come to a close. The dell was to be 
left a solitude among its dark, old trees, which, ^vith their multitudinous 
tongues, would whisper long of what had passed there, and no mortal b^ 
the wiser. And the melancholy brook would add this other tale to the my^ 
tery with which its little heart was already overburdened, and whereof ii 
still kept up a murmuring babble, with not a whit more cheerfulness of 
tone than for ages heretofore. ‘ 
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The Minister in a Maze 

Is the minister departed, in advance of Hester Prynne and little Pearl, 
v;|5 threw a backward glance, half expecting that he should discover only 
Dme faintly traced features or outline of the mother and the child slowly 
ading into the twilight of the woods. So great a vicissitude in his life 
puld not at once be received as reai. But there was Hester, clad in her 
.ray robe, still standing beside the tr<*e-trunk, which some blast had over- 
thrown a long antiquity ago, and whi :h time had ever since been cc»vering 
with moss, so that these two fated oues, with earth’s heaviest burden on 
them, might there sit down together^ and find a single hour’s rest and so • 
lace. And there was Pearl, too, ligh ly dancing from the margin of the 
brook, — now that the intrusive thirc person was gone, — and taking her 
old place by her mother’s side. So the minister had not fallen asleep and 
dreamed ! 

In order to free his mind from this indistinctness and duplicity of im- 
pression, which vexed it with a strange disquietude, he recalled and more 
thoroughly defined the plans which Hester and himself had sketched for 
their departure. It had been determined between them that the Old 
World, with its crowds and cities, offered them a more eligible shelter and 
concealment than the wilds of New England, or all America, with its al- 
ternatives of an Indian wigwam, or the few settlements of Europeans, 
scattered thinly along the seaboard. Not to speak of the clergyman’s 
health, so inadequate to sustain the hardships of a forest life, his native 
gifts, his culture, and his entire development would secure him a home 
only in the midst of civilization and refinement; the higher the state, the 
more delicately adapted to it the man. In furtherance of this choice, it so 
happened that a ship lay in the harbor; one of those questionable cruis- 
ers, frequent at that day, which, without being absolutely outlaws of the 
deep, yet roamed over its surface with a remarkable irresponsibility of 
character. This vessel had recently arrived from the Spanish Main, and, 
within three days’ time, would sail for Bristol. Hester Prynne — whose 
vocation, as a self-enlisted Sister of Charity, had brought her acquainted 
vith the captain and crew — could take upon herself to secure the passage 
of two individuals and a child, with all the secrecy which circumstances 
rendered more than desirable. 

, The minister had inquired of Hester, with no little interest, the pre- 
use time at which the vessel might be expected to depart. It would prob- 
ibly be on the fourth day from the present. “That is most fortunate! ” he 
.lad then said to himself. Now, why the Reverend Mr. Dimmesdale con- 
udered it so very fortunate, we hesitate to reveal. Nevertheless, — to hold 
nothing back from the reader, — it was because, on the third day from the 
present, he was to preach the Election Sermon ; and as such an occasion 
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formed an honorable epoch in the life of a New England clergyman, he 
could not have chanced upon a more suitable mode and time of terminat- 
ing his professional career. ''At least, they shall say of me,” thought this 
exemplary man, "that I leave no public duty unperformed, nor ill per- 
formed! ” Sad, indeed, that an introspection so profound and acute as this 
poor minister’s should be so miserably deceived! We have had, and may 
still have, worse things to tell of him; but none, we apprehend, so pitiably 
weak; no evidence, at once so slight and irrefragable, of a subtle disease, 
that had long since begun to eat into the real substance of his character. 
No man, for any considerable period, can wear one face to himself, and 
another to the multitude, without finally getting bewildered as to which 
may be the true. 

The excitement of Mr. Dimmesdale’s feelings, as he returned from his 
interview with Hester, lent him unaccustomed physical energy, and hur- 
ried him townward at a rapid pace. The pathway among the woods 
seemed wilder, more uncouth with its rude natural obstacles, and less 
trodden by the foot of man, than he remembered it on his outward 
journey. But he leaped across the plashy places, thrust himself through 
the clinging underbrush, climbed the ascent, plunged into the hollow, 
and overcame, in short, all the difficulties of the track, with an un- 
weariable activity that astonished him. He could not but recall how fee- 
bly, and with what frequent pauses for breath, he had toiled over the 
same ground, only two days before. As he drew near the town, he took 
an impression of change from the series of familiar objects that 
presented themselves. It seemed not yesterday, not one, nor two, but 
many days, or even years ago, since he had quitted them. There, indeed, 
was each former trace of the street, as he remembered it, and all the 
peculiarities of the houses, with the due multitude of gable-peaks, and a 
weathercock at every point where his memory suggested one. Not the less, 
however, came this importunately obtrusive sense of change. The same 
was true as regarded the acquaintances whom he met. and all the well- 
known shapes of human life, about the little town. They looked neither 
older nor younger now; the beards of the aged were no whiter, nor could 
the creeping babe of yesterday walk on his feet to-day ; it was impossible 
to describe in what respect they differed from the individuals on whom he 
had so recently bestowed a parting glance ; and yet the minister’s deepest 
sense seemed to inform him of their mutability. A similar impression 
struck him most remarkably, as he passed under the walls of his own 
church. The edifice had so very strange, and yet so familiar, an aspect, 
that Mr. Dimmesdale’s mind vibrated between two ideas; either that he 
had seen it only in a dream hitherto, or that he was merely dreaming 
about it now. 

This phenomenon, in the various shapes which it assumed, indicated 
no external change, but so sudden and important a change in the spec- 
tator of the familiar scene, that the intervening space of a single day had 
operated on his consciousness like the lapse of years. I'he minister’s own 
will, and Hester’s will, and the fate that grew between them, had wrought 
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this transformation. It was the same town as heretofore; but the same 
minister returned not from the forest. He might have said to the friends 
who greeted him, — “I an? not the man for whom you take me! I left him 
yonder in the forest, withdrawn into a secret dell, by a mossy tree-trunk, 
and near a melancholy brook! Go seek your minister, and see if his 
emaciated figure, his thin cheek, his white, heavy, pain- wrinkled brow, 
be not flung down there, like a cast-off garment!” His friends, no doubt, 
would still have insisted with him, — '^Thou art thyself the man!” — but 
the error would have been their own, not his. 

Before Mr. Dimmesdale reached home, his inner man gave him other 
evidences of a revolution in the sphere of thought and feeling. In truth, 
nothing short of a total change of dynasty and moral code, in that in- 
terior kingdom, was adequate to ao ount for the impulses now communi- 
cated to the unfortunate and start! ‘d minister. At every step he was in- 
cited to do some strange, wild, wick ^d thing or other, with a sense that it 
would be at once involuntary and intentional; in spite of himself, yet 
growing out of a profounder self t'lan that which opposed the impulse. 
For instance, he met one of his own ieacons. The good old man addressed 
him with the paternal affection anr patriarchal privilege, which his ven- 
erable age, his upright and holy character, and his station in the Church, 
entitled him to use; and, conjoined with this, the deep, almost worship- 
ping respect, which the minister’s professional and private claims alike 
demanded. Never was there a more beautiful example of how the majesty 
of age and wisdom may comport with the obeisance and respect enjoined 
upon it, as from a lower social rank, and inferior order of endow^ment, to- 
wards a higher. Now, during a conversation of some two or three mo- 
ments between the Reverend Air. Dimmesdale and this excellent and 
hoary-bearded deacon, it was only by the most careful self-control that 
the former could refrain from uttering certain blasphemous suggestions 
that rose into his mind, respecting the communion supper. He absolutely 
trembled and turned pale as ashes, lest his tongue should wag itself, in 
utterance of these horrible matters, and plead his own consent for so do- 
ing, without his having fairly given it. And, even with this terror in his 
heart, he could hardly avoid laughing, to imagine how the sanctified old 
patriarchial deacon would have been petrified by his minister’s impiety! 

Again, another incident of the same nature. Hurrying along the street, 
the Reverend Mr. Dimmesdale encountered the eldest female member of 
his church; a most pious and exemplary old dame; poor, widowed, lonely, 
and with a heart as full of reminiscences about her dead husband and 
children, and her dead friends of long ago, as a burial-ground is full of 
storied gravestones. Yet all this, which would else have been such heavy 
sorrow, was made almost a solemn joy to her devout old soul, by religious 
consolations and the truths of Scripture, wherewith she had fed herself 
continually for more than thirty years. And, since Mr. Dimmesdale had 
taken her in charge, the good grandam’s chief earthly comfort — which, 
unless it had been likewise a heavenly comfort, could have been none at 
all — was to meet her pastor, whether casually, or of set purpose, and be 
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refreshed with a word of warm, fragrant, heaven-breathing Gospel truth, 
from his beloved lips, into her dulled, but rapturously attentive ear. But, 
on this occasion, up to the moment of putting his lips to the old woman’s 
oar, Mr. Dimmesdale, as the great enemy of souls would have it, could 
recall no text of Scripture, nor aught else, except a brief, pithy, and, as it 
then appeared to him, unanswerable argument against the immorta]*ty of 
the human soul. The instilment thereof into her mind would probably 
have caused this aged sister to drop down dead at once, as by the effect 
of an intensely poisonous infusion. What he really did whisper, the min- 
ister could never afterwards recollect. There was, perhaps, a fortunate 
disorder in his utterance, which failed to impart any distinct idea to the 
good widow’s comprehension, or which Providence interpreted after a 
method of its own. Assuredly, as the minister looked back, he beheld an 
expression of divine gratitude and ecstasy that seemed like the shine of 
the celestial city on her face, so wrinkled and ashy pale. 

Again a third instance. After parting from the old church-member, he 
met the youngest sister of them all. It was a maiden newly won — and 
won by the Reverend Mr. Dimmesdale’s own sermon, on the Sabbath 
after his vigil — to barter the transitory pleasures of the world for the 
heavenly hope, that was to assume brighter substance as life grew dark 
around her, and which would gild the utter gloom with final glory. She 
was fair and pure as a lily that had bloomed in Paradise. The minister 
knew well that he was himself enshrined within the stainless sancity of 
her heart, which hung its snowy curtains about his image, imparting to 
religion the warmth of love, and to love a religious purity. Satan, that 
afternoon, had surely led the poor young girl away from her mother’s 
side, and thrown her into the pathway of this sorely tempted, or — shall we 
not rather say? — this lost and desperate man. As she drew nigh, the arch- 
fiend whispered him to condense into small compass and drop into her 
tender bosom a germ of evil that would be sure to blossom darkly soon, 
and bear black fruit betimes. Such was his sense of power over this virgin 
soul, trusting him as she did, that the minister felt potent to blight all 
the field of innocence with but one wicked look, and develop all its op- 
posite with but a word. So — with a mightier struggle than he had yet sus- 
tained — ^he held his Geneva cloak before his face, and hurried onward, 
making no sign of recognition, and leaving the young sister to digest his 
rudeness as she might. She ransacked her conscience, — which was full of 
harmless little matters, like her pocket or her work-bag, — and took her- 
self to task, poor thing! for a thousand imaginary faults; and went about 
her household duties with swollen eyelids the next morning. 

Before the minister had time to celebrate his victory over this last 
temptation, he was conscious of another impulse, more ludicrous, and al- 
most as horrible. It was, — we blush to tell it, — it was to stop short in the 
road, and teach some very wicked words to a knot of little Puritan chil- 
dren who were playing there, and had but just begun to talk. Den3dng 
himself this freak, as unworthy of his cloth, he met a drunken seaman, 
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one of the ship's crew from the Spanish Main. And, here, since he had so 
valiantly forborne all other wickedness, poor Mr. Dimmesdale longed, at 
least, to shake hands with the tarry blackguard, and recreate himself 
with a few improper jests, such as dissolute sailors so abound with, and 
a volley of good, round, solid, satisfactory, and heaven-defying oaths I It 
was not so much a better principle as partly his natural good taste, and 
still more his buckramed habit of clerical decorum, that carried him safely 
through the latter crisis. 

‘‘What is it that haunts and tempts me thus?" cried the minister to 
himself, at length, pausing in the stieet, and striking his hand against his 
forehead. “Am I mad? or am I given over utterly to the fiend? Did 1 
make a contract with him in the fo est, and sign it with my blood? And 
does he now summon me to its fulfi ment, by suggesting the perf(»rmance 
of every wickedness which his most foul imagination can conceive?" 

At the moment when the Reverend Mr. Dimmesdale thus communed 
with himself, and struck his forehea< I with his hand, old Mistress Hibbins, 
the reputed witch-lady, is said to hi ve been passing by. She made a very 
grand appearance ; having on a high head-dress, a rich gown of velvet, and 
a ruff done up with the famous yeliow starch, of which Ann Turner, her 
especial friend, had taught her the secret, before this last good lady had 
been hanged for Sir Thomas Overbury 's murder. Whether the witch had 
read the minister's thoughts or no, she came to a full stop, looked shrewd- 
ly into his face, smiled craftily, and —though little given to converse with 
clergymen — began a conversation. 

“So, reverend Sir, you have made a visit into the forest," observed the 
witch-lady, nodding her high head-dress at him. “The next time, I pray 
you to allow me only a fair warning, and I shall be proud to bear you 
company. Without taking overmuch upon myself, my good word will go 
far towards gaining any strange gentleman a fair reception from yonder 
potentate you wot of!" 

“I profess, madam," answered the clergyman, with a grave obeisance, 
such as the lady’s rank demanded, and his own good-breeding made im- 
perative, — “I profess, on my conscience and character, that I am utterly 
bewildered as touching the purport of your words! I went not into the 
forest to seek a potentate; neither do I, at any future time, design a visit 
thither, with a view to gaining the favor of such a personage. My one suf- 
ficient object was to greet that pious friend of mine, the Apostle Eliot, 
and rejoice with him over the many precious souls he hath won from 
heathendom ! " 

“Ha, ha, ha!" cackled the old witch-lady, still nodding her high head- 
dress at the minister. “Well, well, we must needs talk thus in the daytime! 
You carry it off like an old hand! But at midnight, and in the forest, we 
shall have other talk together! " 

She passed on with her aged stateliness, but often turning back her 
head and smiling at him, like one willing to recognize a secret intimacy of 
connection. 
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‘‘Have I then sold myself,” thought the minister, “to the fiend whom, if 
men say true, this yellow-starched and velveted old hag has chosen for her 
prince and master!” 

The wretched minister! He had made a bargain very like it! Tempted 
by a dream of happiness, he had yielded himself, with deliberate choice, 
as he had never done before, to what he knew was deadly sin. And the 
infectious poison of that sin had been thus rapidly diffused throughout 
his moral system. It had stupefied all blessed impulses, and awakened 
into vivid life the whole brotherhood of bad ones. Scorn, bitterness, un- 
provoked malignity, gratuitous desire of ill, ridicule of whatever was good 
and holy, all awoke, to tempt, even while they frightened him. And his en- 
counter with old Mistress Hibbins, if it were a real incident, did but show 
his sympathy and fellowship with wicked mortals, and the world of per- 
verted spirits. 

He had, by this time, reached his dwelling, on the edge of the burial- 
ground, and, hastening up the stairs, took refuge in his study. The min- 
ister was glad to have reached this shelter, without first betraying him- 
self to the world by any of those strange and wicked eccentricities to 
which he had been continually impelled while passing through the streets. 
He entered the accustomed room, and looked around him on its books, its 
windows, its fireplace, and the tapestried comfort of the walls, with the 
same perception of strangeness that had haunted him throughout his walk 
from the forest-dell into the town, and thitherward. Here he had studied 
and written; here, gone through fast and vigil, and come forth half alive; 
here, striven to pray; here, borne a hundred thousand agonies! There was 
the Bible, in its rich old Hebrew, with Moses and the Prophets speaking 
to him, and God’s voice through all! There, on the table, with the inky 
pen beside it, was an unfinished sermon, with a sentence broken in the 
midst, where his thoughts had ceased to gush out upon the page, two days 
before. He knew that it was himself, the thin and white-cheeked minister, 
who had done and suffered these things, and written thus far into the 
Election Sermon ! But he seemed to stand apart, and eye this former self 
with scornful, pitying, but half-envious curiosity. That self was gone An- 
other man had returned out of the forest; a wiser one; with a knowledge 
of hidden mysteries which the simplicity of the former never could have 
reached. A bitter kind of knowledge that I 

While occupied with these reflections, a knock came at the door of the 
study, and the minister said, “Come in!” — not wholly devoid of an idea 
that he might behold an evil spirit. And so he did! It was old Roger Chil- 
lingworth that entered. The minister stood, white and speechless, with 
one hand on the Hebrew Scriptures, and the other spread upon his breast. 

“Welcome home, reverend Sir,” said the physician. “And how found 
you that godly man, the Apostle Eliot? But methinks, dear Sir, you look 
pale; as if the travel through the wilderness had been too sore for you. 
Will not my aid be requisite to put you in heart and strength to preach 
your Election Sermon?” 

“Nay, I think not so,” rejoined the Reverend Mr. Dimmesdale. “My 
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journey, and the sight of the holy Apostle yonder, and the free air which 
I have breathed, have done me good, after so long confinement in my 
study. I think to need no more of your drugs, my kind physician, good 
though they be, and administered by a friendly hand.’’ 

All this time, Roger Chillingworth was looking at the minister with the 
grave and intent regard of a physician towards his patient. But, in spite of 
this outward show, the latter was almost convinced of the old man’s 
knowledge, or, at least, his confident suspicion, with respect to his own 
interview with Hester Prynne. The physician knew then, that, in the min^ 
ister’s regard, he was no longer a trusted friend, but his bitterest enemy 
So much being known, it would appear natural that a part of it should 
be expressed. It is singular, however how long a time often passes before 
words embody things; and with wha security two persons, who choose to 
avoid a certain subject, may approach its very verge, and retire without 
disturbing it. Thus, the minister felt 10 apprehension that Roger Chilling- 
worth would touch, in express word s upon the real position which they 
sustained towards one another. Yet did the physician, in his dark way, 
creep frightfully near the secret. 

^‘Were it not better,” said he, lat you use my poor skill to-night? 
Verily, dear Sir, we must take pains ro make you strong and vigorous for 
this occasion of the Election discourse. The people look for great things 
from you; apprehending that another year may come about, and find 
their pastor gone.” 

^‘Yea, to another world,” replied the minister, with pious resignation. 
^^Heaven grant it be a better one; for, in good sooth, I hardly think to 
tarry with my flock through the flitting seasons of another year! But, 
touching your medicine, kind Sir, in my present frame of body, I need it 
not.” 

joy to hear it,” answered the physician. ^Tt may be that my rem- 
edies, so long administered in vain, begin now to take due effect. Happy 
man were I, and well deserving of New England’s gratitude, could I 
achieve this cure!” 

“I thank you from my heart, most watchful friend,” said the Reverend 
Mr. Dimmesdale, with a solemn smile. ‘T thank you, and can but requite 
your good deeds with my prayers.” 

“A good man’s prayers are golden recompense!” rejoined old Roger 
Chillingworth, as he took his leave. ^^Yea, they are the current gold coin 
of the New Jerusalem, with the King’s own mint-mark on them ! ” 

Left alone, the minister summoned a servant of the house, and re- 
quested food, which, being set before him, he ate with ravenous appetite. 
Then, flinging the already written pages of the Election Sermon into the 
fire, he forthwith began another, which he wrote with such an impulsive 
flow of thought and emotion, that he fancied himself inspired; and only 
wondered that Heaven should see fit to transmit the grand and solemn 
music of its oracles through so foul an organ-pipe as he. However, leav- 
ing that mystery to solve itself, or go unsolved forever, he drove his task 
onward, with earnest haste and ecstasy. Thus the night fled away, as if 
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it were a winged steed, and he careering on it; morning came, and peeped, 
blushing, through the curtains; and at last sunrise threw a golden beam 
into the study and laid it right across the minister’s bedazzled eyes. 
There he was, with the pen still between his fingers, and a vast, im- 
measurable tract of written space behind him! 


XXI 

The New England Holiday 

Betimes in the morning of the day on which the new Governor was to 
receive his office at the hands of the people, Hester Prynne and little Pearl 
came into the market-place. It was already thronged with the craftsmen 
and other plebeian inhabitants of the town, in considerable numbers; 
among whom, likewise, were many rough figures, whose attire of deer- 
skins marked them as belonging to some of the forest settlements, which 
surrounded the little metropolis of the colony. 

On this public holiday, as on all other occasions, for seven years past, 
Hester was clad in a garment of coarse gray cloth. Not more by its hue 
than by some indescribable peculiarity in its fashion, it had the effect of 
making her fade personally out of sight and outline; while, again, the 
scarlet letter brought her back from this twilight indistinctness, and re- 
vealed her under the moral aspect of its own illumination. Her face, so 
long familiar to the townspeople, showed the marble quietude which they 
were accustomed to behold there. It was like a mask; or, rather, like the 
frozen calmness of a dead woman’s features; owing this dreary resem- 
blance to the fact that Hester was actually dead, in respect^tp any claim 
of sympathy, and had departed out of the world, with which she still 
seemed to mingle. 

It might be, on this one day, that there was an expression unseen be- 
fore, nor, indeed, vivid enough to be detected, now; unless some preter- 
naturally gifted observer should have first read the heart, and have after- 
wards sought a corresponding development in the countenance and mien. 
Such a spiritual seer might have conceived, that, after sustaining the gaze 
of the multitude through seven miserable years as a necessity, a penance, 
and something which it was a stern religion to endure, she now, for one 
last time more, encountered it freely and voluntarily, in order to convert 
what had so long been agony into a kind of triumph. “Look your last on 
the scarlet letter and its wearer!” — the people’s victim and life-long 
bond-slave, as they fancied her, might say to them. “Yet a little while, 
and she will be beyond your reach! A few hours longer, and the deep mys- 
terious ocean will quench and hide forever the symbol which ye have 



THE SCARLET LETTER 2i^ 

caused to burn upon her bosom! Nor were it an inconsistency too im* 
probable to be assigned to human nature, should we suppose a feeling o! 
regret in Hester’s mind, at the moment when she was about to win het 
freedom from the pain which had been thus deeply incorporated with her 
being. Might there not be an irresistible desire to quaff a last, long, 
breathless draught of the cup of wormwood and aloes, with which nearly 
all her years of womanhood had been perpetually flavored? The wine of 
life, henceforth to be presented to her lips, must be indeed rich, delicious, 
and exhilarating, in its chased and golden beaker; or else leave an in- 
evitable and weary languor, after the lees of bitterness wherewith she 
had been drugged, as with a cordial o r intensest potency. 

Pearl was decked out with airy gayety. It would have been impossible 
to guess that this bright and sunny apparition owed its existence to the 
shape of gloomy gray ; or that a far cy, at once so gorgeous and so deli - 
cate as must have been requisite to ontrive the child’s apparel, w^as the 
same that had achieved a task perha )s more difficult, in imparting so dis- 
tinct a peculiarity to Hester’s simple robe. The dress, so proper was it to 
little Pearl, seemed an effluence, or nevitable development and outward 
manifestation of her character, no more to be separated from hep: than 
the many-hued brilliancy from a butterfly’s wing, or the painted glory 
from the leaf of a bright flower. As with these, so with the child; her garb 
was all of one idea with her nature. On this eventful day, moreover, there 
was a certain singular inquietude and excitement in her mood, resembling 
nothing so much as the shimmer of a diamond, that sparkles and flashes 
with the varied throbbings of the breast on which it is displayed. Children 
have always a sympathy in the agitations of those connected wdth them; 
always, especially, a sense of any trouble or impending revolution, of 
whatever kind, in domestic circumstances; and therefore Pearl, who was 
the gem on her mother’s unquiet bosom, betrayed, by the very dance of 
her spirits, the emotions which none could detect in the marble passive- 
ness of Hester’s brow. 

This effervescence made her flit with a bird-like movement, rather than 
walk by her mother’s side. She broke continually into shouts of a wild, 
inarticulate, and sometimes piercing music. When they reached the 
market-place, she became still more restless, on perceiving the stir and 
bustle that enlivened the spot ; for it was usually more like the broad and 
lonesome green before a village meeting-house, than the centre of a town’s 
business. 

“Why, what is this, mother?” cried she. “Wherefore have all the peo- 
ple left their work to-day? Is it a play-day for the whole world? See, there 
is the blacksmith! He has washed his sooty face, and put on his Sabbath- 
day clothes, and looks as if he would gladly be merry, if any kind body 
would only teach him how! And there is Master Brackett, the old jailer, 
nodding and smiling at me. Why does he do so, mother?” 

“He remembers thee a little babe, my child,” answered Hester. 

“He should not nod and smile at me, for all that, — the black, grim, 
ugly-eyed old man! ” said Pearl. “He may nod at thee, if he will; for thou 
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irt clad in gray, and wearest the scarlet letter. But see, mother, how 
many faces of strange people, and Indians among them, and sailors 1 
What have they all come to do, here in the market-place?^’ 

“They wait to see the procession pass,” said Hester. “For the Governor 
and the magistrates are to go by, and the ministers, and all the great peo- 
ple and good people, with the music and the soldiers marching before 
them.” 

“And will the minister be there?” asked Pearl. “And will he hold out 
both his hands to me, as when thou ledst me to him from the brook-side?” 

“He will be there, child,” answered her mother. “But he will not greet 
thee to-day; nor must thou greet him.” 

“What a strange, sad man is he!” said the child, as if speaking partly 
to herself. “In the dark night-time he calls us to him, and holds thy hand 
and mine, as when we stood with him on the scaffold yonder. And in the 
deep forest, where only the old trees can hear, and the strip of sky see it, 
he talks with thee, sitting on a heap of moss! And he kisses my forehead, 
too, so that the little brook would hardly wash it off! But here, in the 
sunny day, and among all the people, he knows us not; nor must we know 
him! A strange, sad man is he, with his hand always over his heart! ” 

“Be quiet. Pearl! Thou understandest not these things,” said her 
mother. “Think not now of the minister, but look about thee, and see 
how cheery is everybody’s face to-day. The children have come from their 
schools, and the grown people from their workshops and their fields, on 
purpose to be happy. For, to-day, a new man is beginning to rule over 
them; and so — as has been the custom of mankind ever since a nation was 
first gathered — they make merry and rejoice; as if a good and golden 
year were at length to pass over the poor old world! ” 

It was as Hester said, in regard to the unwonted jollity that brightened 
the faces of the people. Into this festal season of the year — as it already 
was, and continued to be during the greater part of two centuries — the 
Puritans compressed whatever mirth and public joy they deemed allow- 
able to human infirmity; thereby so far dispelling the customary cloud, 
that, for the space of a single holiday, they appeared scarcely more grave 
than most other communities at a period of general affliction. 

But we perhaps exaggerate the gray or sable tinge, which undoubtedly 
characterized the mood and manners of the age. The persons now in the 
market-place of Boston had not been born to an inheritance of Puritanic 
gloom. They were native Englishmen, whose fathers had lived in the 
sunny richness of the Elizabethan epoch; a time when the life of England, 
viewed as one great mass, would appear to have been as stately, magnifi- 
cent, and joyous, as the world has ever witnessed. Had they followed their 
hereditary taste, the New England settlers would have illustrated all 
events of public importance by bonfires, banquets, pageantries and pro- 
cessions. Nor would it have been impracticable, in the observance of ma- 
jestic ceremonies, to combine mirthful recreation with solemnity, and 
give, as it were, a grotesque and brilliant embroidery to the great robe of 
state, which a nation, at such festivals, puts on. There was some shadow 
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of an attempt of this kind in the mode of celebrating the day on which 
the political year of the colony commenced. The dim reflection of a re- 
membered splendor, a colorless and manifold diluted repetition of what 
they had beheld in proud old London, — we will not say at a royal corona- 
tion, but at a Lord Mayor’s show, — might be traced in the customs 
which our forefathers instituted, with reference to the annual installation 
of magistrates. The fathers and founders of the commonwealth — the 
statesman, the priest, and the soldier — deemed it a duty then to assume 
the outward state and majesty, which, in accordance with antique style, 
was looked upon as the proper garb of public or social eminence. All came 
forth, to move in procession before the people’s eye, and thus impart a 
needed dignity to the simple framework of a government so newly con- 
structed. 

Then, too, the people were countenanced, if not encouraged, in relax- 
ing the severe and close application t ) their various modes of rugged in- 
dustry, which, at all other times^ seemed of the same piece and material 
with their religion. Here, it is true, vere none of the appliances which 
popular merriment would so readily 1 ave found in the England of Eliza- 
beth’s time, or that of James; no ri de shows of a theatrical kind; no 
minstrel, with his harp and legendar}' ballad, nor glee-man, with an ape 
dancing to his music; no juggler, witii his tricks of mimic witchcraft; no 
Merry Andrew, to stir up the multitude with jests, perhaps hundreds of 
years old, but still effective, by their appeals to the very broadest sources 
of mirthful sympathy. All such professors of the several branches of jocu- 
larity would have been sternly repressed, not only by the rigid discipline 
of law, but by the general sentiment which gives law its vitality. Not the 
less, however, the great, honest face of the people smiled, grimly, perhaps, 
but widely too. Nor were sports wanting, such as the colonists had wit- 
nessed, and shared in, long ago, at the country fairs and on the village- 
greens of England; and which it was thought well to keep alive on this 
new soil, for the sake of the courage and manliness that were essential in 
them. Wrestling-matches, in the different fashions of Cornwall and 
Devonshire, were seen here and there about the market-place; in one 
corner there was a friendly bout at quarterstaff ; and — what attracted 
most interest of all — on the platform of the pillory, already so noted in 
our pages, two masters of defence were commencing an exhibition with 
the buckler and broadsword. But. much to the disappointment of the 
crowd, this latter business was broken off by the interposition of the town 
beadle, who had no idea of permitting the majesty of the law to be vio- 
lated by such an abuse of one of its consecrated places. 

It may not be too much to affirm, on the whole (the people being then 
in the first stages of joyless deportment, and the offspring of sires who 
had known how to be merry, in their day), that they would compare 
favorably, in point of holiday keeping, with their descendants, even at so 
long an interval as ourselves. Their immediate posterity, the generation 
next to the early emigrants, wore the blackest shade of Puritanism, and 
so darkened the national visage with it, that all the subsequent years have 
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not sufficed to clear it up. We have yet to learn again the forgotten art of 
gayety. 

The picture of human life in the market-place, though its general tint 
was the sad gray, brown, or black of the English emigrants, was yet en- 
livened by some diversity of hue. A party of Indians — in their savage 
finery of curiously embroidered deer-skin robes, wampum-belts, red and 
yellow ochre, and feathers, and armed with the bow and arrow and s^one- 
headed spear — stood apart, with countenances of inflexible gravity, be- 
yond what even the Puritan aspect could attain. Nor, wild as were these 
painted barbarians, were they the wildest feature of the scene. This dis- 
tinction could more justly be claimed by some mariners, — a part of the 
crew of the vessel from the Spanish Main, — who had come ashore to see 
the humors of Election Day. They were rough-looking desperadoes, with 
sun-blackened faces, and an immensity of beard; their wide, short trous- 
ers were confined about the waist by belts, often clasped with a rough 
plate of gold, and sustaining always a long knife, and, in some instances, 
a sword. From beneath their broad-brimmed hats of palm-leaf gleamed 
eyes which, even in good-nature and merriment, had a kind of animal 
ferocity. They transgressed, without fear or scruple, the rules of behavior 
that were binding on all others; smoking tobacco under the beadle’s very 
nose, although each whiff would have cost a townsman a shilling; and 
quaffing, at their pleasure, draughts of wine or aqua-vitae from pocket- 
flasks, which they freely tendered to the gaping crowd around them. It 
remarkably characterized the incomplete morality of the age, rigid as we 
call it, that a license was allowed the seafaring class, not merely for their 
freaks on shore, but for far more desperate deeds on their proper element. 
The sailor of that day would go near to be arraigned as a pirate in our 
own. There could be little doubt, for instance, that this very ship’s crew, 
though no unfavorable specimens of the nautical brotherhood, had been 
guilty, as we should phrase it, of depredations on the Spanish commerce, 
such as would have perilled all their necks in a modern court of justice. 

But the sea, in those old times, heaved, swelled, and foamed, very 
much at its own will, or subject only to the tempestuous wind, with hardly 
any attempts at regulation by human law. The buccaneer on the wave 
might relinquish his calling, and become at once, if he chose, a man of 
probity and piety on land; nor, even in the full career of his reckless life, 
was he regarded as a personage with whom it was disreputable to traffic, 
or casually associate. Thus, the Puritan elders, in their black cloaks, 
itarched bands, and steeple-crowned hats, smiled not unbenignantly at 
the clamor and rude deportment of these jolly seafaring men ; and it ex- 
cited neither surprise nor animadversion when so reputable a citizen as 
old Roger Chillingworth, the physician, was seen to enter the market- 
place, in close and familiar talk with the commander of the questionable 
vessel. 

The latter was by far the most showy and gallant figure, so far as ap- 
parel went, anywhere to be seen among the multitude. He wore a profus- 
ion of ribbons on his garment, and gold-lace on his hat, which was also 
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encircled by a gold chain, and surmounted with a feather. There was a 
sword at his side, and a sword-cut on his forehead, which, by the arrange- 
ment of his hair, he seemed anxious rather to display than hide. A lands- 
man could hardly have worn this garb and shown this face, and worn 
and shown them both with such a galliard air, without undergoing stern 
question before a magistrate, and probably incurring fine or imprison- 
ment, or perhaps an exhibition in the stocks. As regarded the shipmaster, 
however, all was looked upon as pertaining to the character, as to a fish 
his glistening scales. 

After parting from the physician, the commander of the Bristol ship 
strolled idly through the market-place; until happening to approach the 
spot where Hester Prynne was standing, he appeared to recognize, and 
did not hesitate to address her. As vas usually the case wherever Hester 
stood, a small vacant area — a sort of magic circle — had formefi itself 
about her, into which, though the people were elbowing one another at a 
little distance, none ventured, or felt lisposed, to intrude. It was a forcible 
type of the moral solitude in which he scarlet letter enveloped its fated 
wearer; parti}'’ by her own reserve, ^nd partly by the instinctive, though 
no longer so unkindly, withdrawal o her fellow-creatures. Now, if never 
before, it answered a good purpose, by enabling Hester and the seaman 
to speak together without risk of being overheard; and so changed was 
Hester Prynne's repute before the public, that the matron in town most 
eminent for rigid morality could not have held such intercourse with less 
result of scandal than herself. 

‘^So, mistress,” said the mariner, 'T must bid the steward make ready 
one more berth than you bargained fori No fear of scurvy or ship-fever 
this voyage! What with the ship^s surgeon and this other doctor, our only 
danger will be from drug or pill; more by token, as there is a lot of 
apothecary^s stuff aboard, which I traded for with a Spanish vessel.” 

^^What mean you?” inquired Hester, startled more than she permitted 
to appear. ^^Have you another passenger?” 

^Why, know you not,” cried the shipmaster, “that this physician here 
— Chillingworth, he calls himself — is minded to try my cabin-fare with 
you? Ay, ay, you must have known it; for he tells me he is of your party, 
and a close friend to the gentleman you spoke of, — ^he that is in peril from 
these sour old Puritan rulers! ” 

“They know each other well, indeed,” replied Hester, with a mien of 
calmness, though in the utmost consternation. “They have long dwelt 
together.” 

Nothing further passed between the mariner and Hester Prynne. But, 
at that instant, she beheld old Roger Chillingworth himself, standing in 
the remotest corner of the market-place, and smiling on her; a smile 
which — across the wide and bustling square, and through all the talk and 
laughter, and various thoughts, moods, and interests of the crowd — con- 
veyed secret and fearful meaning. 
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XXII 

The Procession 

Before Hester Prynne could call together her thoughts, and consider 
what was practicable to be done in this new and startling aspect of affairs, 
the sound of military music was heard approaching along a contiguous 
street. It denoted the advance of the procession of magistrates and citi- 
zens, on its way towards the meeting-house; where, in compliance with a 
custom thus early established, and ever since observed, the Reverend Mr. 
Dimmesdale was to deliver an Election Sermon. 

Soon the head of the procession showed itself, with a slow and stately 
march, turning a corner and making its way across the market-place. 
First came the music. It comprised a variety of instruments, perhaps im^ 
perfectly adapted to one another, and played with no great skill ; but yet 
attaining the great object for which the harmony of drum and clarion 
addresses itself to the multitude, — that of imparting a higher and more 
heroic air to the scene of life that passes before the eye. Little Pearl at 
first clapped her hands, but then lost, for an instant, the restless agitation 
that had kept her in a continual effervescence throughout the morning; 
she gazed silently and seemed to be borne upward, like a floating sea- 
bird, on the long heaves and swells of sound. But she was brought back to 
her former mood by the shimmer of the sunshine on the weapons and 
bright armor of the military company, which followed after the music, 
and formed the honorary escort of the procession. This body of soldiery 
— which still sustains a corporate existence, and marches down from past 
ages with an ancient and honorable fame — was composed of no mercenary 
materials. Its ranks were filled with gentlemen, who felt the stirrings of 
martial impulse, and sought to establish a kind of College of Arms, where 
as in an association of Knights Templars, they might learn the science, 
and, so far as peaceful exercise would teach them, the practices of war. 
The high estimation then placed upon the military character might be 
seen in the lofty port of each individual member of the company. Some 
of them, indeed, by their services in the Low Countries and on other 
fields of warfare, had fairly won their title to assume the name and pomp 
of soldiership. The entire array, moreover, clad in burnished steel, and 
with plumage nodding over their bright morions, had a brilliancy of effect 
which no modern display can aspire to equal. 

And yet the men of civil eminence, who came immediately behind the 
military escort, were better worth a thoughtful observer’s eyeo Even in 
outward demeanor, they showed a stamp of majesty that made the war- 
rior’s haughty stride look vulgar, if not absurd. It was an age when what 
we call talent had far less consideration than now, but the massive ma- 
terials which produce stability and dignity of character a great deal more. 
The people possessed, by hereditary right, the quality of reverence; 



THE SCARLET LETTER 225 

which, in their descendants, if it survive at all, exists in smaller propor- 
tion, and with a vastly diminished force, in the selection and estimate of 
public men. The change may be for good or evil, and is partly, perhaps, 
for both. In that old day, the English settler on these rude shores, hav- 
ing left king, nobles, and all degrees of awful rank behind, while still the 
faculty and necessity of reverence were strong in him, bestowed it on the 
white hair and venerable brow of age; on long-tried integrity; on solid 
wisdom and sad-colored experience; on endowments of that grave and 
weighty order which gives the idea of permanence, and comes under the 
general definition of respectability These primitive statesmen, there- 
fore, — Bradstreet, Endicott, Dudley, Bellingham, and their compeers, — ^ 
who were elevated to power by the early choice of the people, seem to 
have been not often brilliant, but distinguished by a ponderous sobriety, 
rather than activity of intellect. The'^ had fortitude and self-relian('e, and, 
in time of difficulty or peril, stood np for the welfare of the state like a 
line of cliffs against a tempestuous t de. The traits of character here indi- 
cated were well represented in the square cast of countenance and large 
physical development of the new c olonial magistrates. So far as a de- 
meanor of natural authority was coi cerned, the mother country need not 
have been ashamed to see these fo emost men of an actual democracy 
adopted into the House of Peers, or made the Privy Council of the sove- 
reign. 

Next in order to the magistrates came the young and eminently dis- 
tinguished divine, from whose lips the religious discourse of the annivers- 
ary was expected. His was the profession, at that era, in which intellectual 
ability displayed itself far more than in political life; for — leaving a 
higher motive out of the question — it offered inducements powerful 
enough, in the almost worshipping respect of the community, to win the 
most aspiring ambition into its service. Even political power — as in the 
case of Increase Mather — was within the grasp of a successful priest. 

It was the observation of those who beheld him now that never, since 
Mr. Dimmesdale first set his foot on the New England shore, had he 
exhibited such energy as was seen in the gait and air with which he kept 
his pace in the procession. There was no feebleness of step, as at other 
times; his frame was not bent; nor did his hand rest ominously upon his 
heart. Yet, if the clergyman were rightly viewed, his strength seemed not 
of the body. It might be spiritual, and imparted to him by angelic min- 
istrations. It might be the exhilaration of that potent cordial which is dis- 
tilled only in the furnace glow of earnest and long-continued thought. 
Or, perchance, his sensitive temperament was invigorated by the loud 
and piercing music, that swelled heavenward, and uplifted him on its as- 
cending wave. Nevertheless, so abstracted was his look, it might be ques- 
tioned whether Mr. Dimmesdale even heard the music. There was his 
body, moving onward, and with an unaccustomed force. But where was 
his mind? Far and deep in its own region, busying itself, with preter- 
natural activity, to marshal a procession of stately thoughts that were 
soon to issue thence: and so he saw nothing, heard nothing, knew nothing. 
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of what was around him; but the spiritual element took up the feeble 
frame, and carried it along, unconscious of the burden, and converting it 
to spirit like itself. Men of uncommon intellect, who have grown morbid, 
possess this occasional power of mighty effort, into which they throw the 
life of many days, and then are lifeless for as many more. 

Hester Prynne, gazing steadfastly at the clergyman, felt a dreary in- 
fluence come over her, but wherefore or whence she knew not; unless that 
he seemed so remote from her own sphere, and utterly beyond her reach. 
One glance of recognition, she had imagined, must needs pass between 
them. She thought of the dim forest, with its little dell of solitude, and 
love, and anguish, and the mossy tree-trunk, where, sitting hand in hand, 
they had mingled their sad and passionate talk with the melancholy mur- 
mur of the brook. How deeply had they known each other then I And was 
this the man? She hardly knew him now! He, moving proudly past, en- 
veloped, as it were, in the rich music, with the procession of majestic and 
venerable fathers; he, so unattainable in his worldly position, and still 
more so in that far vista of his uns)mipathizing thoughts, through which 
she now beheld him ! Her spirit sank with the idea that all must have been 
a delusion, and that, vividly as she had dreamed it, there could be no 
real bond betwixt the clergyman and herself. And thus much of woman 
was there in Hester, that she could scarcely forgive him, — least of all 
now, when the heavy footstep of their approaching Fate might be heard, 
nearer, nearer, nearer! — for being able so completely to withdraw him- 
self from their mutual world; while she groped darkly, and stretched 
forth her cold hands, and found him not. 

Pearl either saw and responded to her mother’s feelings, or herself felt 
the remoteness and intangibility that had fallen around the minister. 
While the procession passed, the child was uneasy, fluttering up and 
down, like a bird on the point of taking flight. When the whole had gone 
by, she looked up into Hester’s face. 

“Mother,” said she, “was that the same minister that kissed me by the 
brook?” 

“Hold thy peace, dear little Pearl!” whispered her mother. “We must 
not always talk in the market-place of what happens to us in the forest.” 

“I could not be sure that it was he; so strange he looked,” continued 
the child. “Else I would have run to him, and bid him kiss me now, before 
all the people; even as he did yonder among the dark old trees. What 
would the minister have said, mother? Would he have clapped his hand 
over his heart, and scowled on me, and bid me be gone?” 

“What should he say. Pearl,” answered Hester, “save that it was no 
time to kiss, and that kisses are not to be given in the market-place? Well 
for thee, foolish child, that thou didst not speak to him ! ” 

Another shade of the same sentiment, in reference to Mr. Dimmesdale, 
was expressed by a person whose eccentricities — or insanity, as we should 
term it — led her to do what few of the townspeople would have ventured 
on; to begin a conversation with the wearer of the scarlet letter, in pub- 
lic. It was Mistress Hibbins, who, arrayed in great magnificence, with a 
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triple ruff, a broidered stomacher, a gown of rich velvet, and a gold- 
headed cane, had come forth to see the procession. As this ancient lady 
had the renown (which subsequently cost her no less a price than her 
life) of being a principal actor in all the works of necromancy that were 
continually going forward, the crowd gave way before her, and seemed to 
fear the touch of her garment, as if it carried the plague among its gorge- 
ous folds. Seen in conjunction with Hester Prynne, — kindly as so many 
now felt towards the latter, — the dread inspired by Mistress Hibbins was 
doubled, and caused a general movement from that part of the market- 
place in which the two women stood. 

“Now, what mortal imagination ould conceive it!’’ whispered ihe old 
lady, confidentially, to Hester. “Yon ier divine man! That saint on earth, 
as the people uphold him to be, ai d as — I must needs say — he really 
looks! Who, now, that saw him pas.^ in the procession, would think how 
little while it is since he went forth ( ut of his study, — chewing a Hebrew 
text of Scripture in his mouth, I wan int, — to take an airing in the forest! 
Aha! we know what that means, H< ster Prynne! But, truly, forsooth, 1 
find it hard to believe him the same nan. Many a church-member saw I, 
walking behind the music, that has f anced in the same measure with me, 
when Somebody was fiddler, and, it might be, an Indian powwow or a 
Lapland wizard changing hands wiih us! That is but a trifle, when a 
woman knows the world. But this minister! Couldst thou surely tell, Hes- 
ter, whether he was the same man that encountered thee on the forest- 
path?” 

“Madam, I know not of what you speak,” answered Hester Prynne, 
feeling Mistress Hibbins to be of infirm mind; yet strangely startled and 
awe-stricken by the confidence with which she affirmed a personal con- 
nection between so many persons (herself among them) and the Evil 
One. “It is not for me to talk lightly of a learned and pious minister of 
the Word, like the Reverend Mr. Dimmesdale ! ” 

“Fie, woman, fie!” cried the old lady, shaking her finger at Hester. 
“Dost thou think I have been to the forest so many times, and have yet 
no skill to judge who else has been there? Yea; though no leaf of the wild 
garlands, which they wore while they danced be left in their hair! I know 
thee, Hester; for I behold the token. We may all see it in the sunshine; 
and it glows like a red flame in the dark. Thou wearest it openly; so there 
need be no question about that. But this minister! Let me tell thee, in 
thine ear! When the Black Man sees one of his own servants, signed and 
sealed, so shy of owning to the bond as is the Reverend Mr. Dimmesdale, 
he hath a way of ordering matters so that the mark shall be disclosed in 
open daylight to the eyes of all the world! What is it that the minister 
seeks to hide, with his hand always over his heart? Ha, Hester Prynne! ” 

“What is it, good Mistress Hibbins?” eagerly asked little Pearl. “Hast 
thou seen it?” 

“No matter, darling!” responded Mistress Hibbins, making Pearl a 
profound reverence. “Thou thyself wilt see it, one time or another. They 
say. child, thou art of the lineage of the Prince of the Air! Wilt thou ride 
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with me, some fine night, to see thy father? Then thou shalt know where- 
^*fwe the minister keeps his hand over his heart! 

Laughing so shrilly that all the market-place could hear her, the weird 
old gentlewoman took her departure. 

By this time the preliminary prayer had been offered in the meeting- 
house, and the accents of the Reverend Mr. Dimmesdale were heard com- 
mencing his discourse., An irresistible feeling kept Hester near the spot. 
As the sacred edifice was too much thronged to admit another auditor, she 
took up her position close beside the scaffold of the pillory. It was in suf- 
ficient proximity to bring the whole sermon to her ears, in the shape of an 
indistinct, but varied, murmur and flow of the minister’s very peculiar 
voice. 

This vocal organ was in itself a rich endowment ; insomuch that a lis- 
tener, comprehending nothing of the language in which the preacher 
spoke, might still have been swayed to and fro by the mere tone and ca- 
dence. Like all other music, it breathed passion and oathos, and emotions 
high or tender, in a tongue native to the human heart, wherever educated. 
Muffled as the sound was by its passage through the church-walls, Hester 
Prynne listened with such intentness, and sympathized so intimately, that 
the sermon had throughout a meaning for her, entirely apart from its in- 
distinguishable words. These, perhaps, if more distinctly heard, might 
have been only a grosser medium, and have clogged the spiritual sense. 
Now she caught the low undertone, as of the wind sinking down to repose 
itself; then ascended with it, as it rose through progressive gradations of 
sweetness and power, until its volume seemed to envelop her with an at- 
mosphere of awe and solemn grandeur. And yet, majestic as the voice 
sometimes became, there was forever in it an essential character of plain- 
tiveness. A loud or low expression of anguish, — the whisper, or the shriek, 
as it might be conceived, of suffering humanity, that touched a sensibility 
in every bosom! At times this deep strain of pathos was all that could be 
heard, and scarcely heard, sighing amid a desolate silence. But even when 
the minister’s voice grew high and commanding, — when it gushed irre- 
pressibly upward, — when it assumed its utmost breadth and power, so 
overfilling the church as to burst its way through the solid walls and dif- 
fuse itself in the open air, — still, if the auditor listened intently, and for 
the purpose, he could detect the same cry of pain. What was it? The com- 
plaint of a human heart, sorrow-laden, perchance guilty, telling its secret, 
whether of guilt or sorrow, to the great heart of mankind ; beseeching its 
sympathy or forgiveness, — at every moment, — in each accent, — and never 
in vain! It was this profound and continual undertone that gave the 
clergyman his most appropriate power. 

During all this time, Hester stood, statue-like, at the foot of the scaf- 
fold, If the minister’s voice had not kept her there, there would neverthe- 
less have been an inevitable magnetism in that spot, whence she dated the 
first hour of her life of ignominy. There was a sense within her, — too ill- 
defined to be made a thought, but weighing heavily on her mind, — that 
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her whole orb of life, both before and after, was connected with this spot, 
as with the one point that gave it unity. 

Little Pearl, meanwhile, had quitted her mother’s side, and was play- 
ing at her own will about the market-place. She made the sombre crowd 
ch ^erful by her erratic and glistening ray; even as a bird of bright plum- 
age illuminates a whole tree of dusky foliage by darting to and fro, half 
seen and half concealed amid the twilight of the clustering leaves. She had 
an undulating, but, oftentimes, a sharp and irregular movement. It indi- 
cated the restless vivacity of her spirit, which to-day was doubly indefa- 
tigable in its tiptoe dance, because it was played upon and vibrated with 
her mother’s disquietude. Whenever Pearl saw anything to excite her 
ever-active and wandering curiosit /, she Hew thitherward, and, as we 
might say, seized upon that man 01 thing as her own property, so far as 
she desired it; but without yielding the minutest degree of contiol over 
her motions in requital. The Puritai s looked on, and, if they smiled, were 
none the less inclined to pronounce die child a demon offspring, from the 
indescribable charm of beauty anc eccentricity that shone through her 
little figure, and sparkled with its , ctivity. She ran and looked the wild 
Indian in the face; and he grew con^ cious of a nature wilder than his own. 
Thence, with native audacity, but still with a reserve as characteristic, 
she flew into the midst of a group ( f mariners, the swarthy-cheeked wild 
men of the ocean, as the Indians were of the land; and they gazed won- 
deringly and admiringly at Pearl, as if a flake of the sea-foam had taken 
the shape of a little maid, and were gifted with a soul of the sea-fire, that 
flashes beneath the prow in the night-time. 

One of these seafaring men — the shipmaster, indeed, who had spoken 
to Hester Prynne — was so smitten with Pearl’s aspect, that he attempted 
to lay hands upon her, with purpose to snatch a kiss. Finding it as impos- 
sible to touch her as to catch a humming-bird in the air, he took from his 
hat the gold chain that was twisted about it, and threw it to the child. 
Pearl immediately twined it around her neck and waist, with such happy 
skill, that, once seen there, it became a part of her, and it was difficult to 
imagine her without it. 

‘‘Thy mother is yonder woman with the scarlet letter,” said the seaman. 
“Wilt thou carry her a message from me?” 

“If the message pleases me, I will,” answered Pearl. 

“Then tell her,” rejoined he, “that I spake again with the black-a-vis- 
aged, hump-shouldered old doctor, and he engages to bring his friend, the 
gentleman she wots of, aboard with him. So let thy mother lake no 
thought, save for herself and thee. Wilt thou tell her this, thou witch- 
baby?” 

“Mistress Hibbins says my father is the Prince of the Air ! ” cried Pearl, 
with a naughty smile. “If thou callest me that ill name, I shall tell him of 
thee, and he will chase thy ship with a tempest ! ” 

Pursuing a zigzag course across the market-place, the child returned to 
her mother, and communicated what the mariner had said. Hester’s 



230 the works of HAWTHORNE 

strong, calm, steadfastly enduring spirit almost sank, at last, on behold- 
ing this dark and grim countenance of an inevitable doom, which — at the 
moment when a passage seemed to open for the minister and herself out 
of their labyrinth of misery — showed itself, with an unrelenting smile, 
right in the midst of their path. 

With her mind harassed by the terrible perplexity in which the ship- 
master’s intelligence involved her, she was also subjected to another trial. 
There were many people present, from the country round about, who had 
often heard of the scarlet letter, and to whom it had been made terrific by 
a hundred false or exaggerated rumors, but who had never beheld it with 
their own bodily eyes. These, after exhausting other modes of amuse- 
ment, now thronged about Hester Prynne with rude and boorish intru- 
siveness. Unscrupulous as it was, however, it could not bring them nearer 
than a circuit of several yards. At that distance they accordingly stood, 
^xed there by the centrifugal force of the repugnanace which the mystic 
symbol inspired. The whole gang of sailors, likewise, observing the press 
of spectators, and learning the purport of the scarlet letter, came and 
thrust their sunburnt and desperado-looking faces into the ring. Even the 
Indians were affected by a sort of cold shadow of the white man’s curios- 
ity, and, gliding through the crowd, fastened their snake-like black eyes 
on Hester’s bosom; conceiving, perhaps, that the wearer of this brilliant- 
ly embroidered badge must needs be a personage of high dignity among 
her people. Lastly, the inhabitants of the town (their own interest in this 
worn-out subject languidly reviving itself, by sympathy with what they 
?aw others feel) lounged idly to the same quarter, and tormented Hester 
Prynne, perhaps more than all the rest, with their cool, well-acquainted 
gaze at her familiar shame, Hester saw and recognized the self-same faces 
of that group of matrons, who had awaited her forthcoming from the 
prison-door, seven years ago ; all save one, the youngest and only compas- 
fionate among them, whose burial-robe she had since made. At the final 
hour, when she was so soon to fling aside the burning letter, it had strange- 
ly become the centre of more remark and excitement, and was thus made 
to sear her breast more painfully than at any time since the first day she 
|)Ut it on. 

While Hester stood in that magic circle of ignominy, where the cunning 
cruelty of her sentence seemed to have fixed her forever, the admirable 
preacher was looking down from the sacred pulpit upon an audience 
whose very inmost spirits had yielded to his control. The sainted minister 
in the church! The woman of the scarlet letter in the market-place! What 
imagination would have been irreverent enough to surmise that the same 
•corching stigma was on them both! 
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XXIII 

The Revelation of the Scarlet Letter 

The eloquent voice, on which the souls of the listening audience had been 
borne aloft as on the swelling waves of the sea, at length came to a pause 
There was a momentary silence, profound as what should follow the ut- 
terance of oracles. Then ensued a murmur and half-hushed tumult; as if 
the auditors, released from the high spell that had transported them into 
the region of another's mind, were returning into themselves, with all 
their awe and wonder still heavy on them. In a moment more, the crowd 
began to gush forth from the doors of the church. Now that there was an 
end, they needed other breath, mon fit to support the gross and earthly 
life into which they relapsed, than :hat atmosphere which the preacher 
had converted into words of flame, md had burdened with the rich fra- 
grance of his thought. 

In the open air their rapture brokt* into speech. The street and the mar- 
ket-place absolutely babbled, from side to side, with applauses of the 
minister. His hearers could not res- until they had told one another of 
what each knew better than he could tell or hear. According to their united 
testimony, never had man spoken in so wise, so high, and so holy a spirit, 
as he that spake this day; nor had inspiration ever breathed through mor- 
tal lips more evidently than it did through his. Its influence could be seen, 
as it were, descending upon him, and possessing him, and continually lift- 
ing him out of the written discourse that lay before him, and filling him 
with ideas that must have been as marvellous to himself as to his audience. 
His subject, it appeared, had been the relation between the Deity and the 
communities of mankind, with a special reference to the New England 
which they were here planting in the wilderness. And, as he drew towards 
the close, a spirit as of prophecy had come upon him, constraining him to 
its purpose as mightily as the old prophets of Israel were constrained; 
only with this difference, that, whereas the Jewish seers had denounced 
judgments and ruin on their country, it was his mission to foretell a high 
and glorious destiny for the newly gathered people of the Lord. But, 
throughout it all, and through the whole discourse, there had been a cer- 
tain deep, sad undertone of pathos, which could not be interpreted other- 
wise than as the natural regret of one soon to pass away. Yes: their min- 
ister whom they so loved — and who so loved them all, that he could not 
depart heavenward without a sigh — ^had the foreboding of untimely death 
upon him, and would soon leave them in their tears! This idea of his tran^ 
sitory stay on earth gave the last emphasis to the effect which the preach- 
er had produced; it was as if an angel, in his passage to the skies, had 
shaken his bright wings over the people for an instant, — at once a shadow 
and a splendor, — and had shed down a shower of golden truths upon them. 

ThuSt there had come to the Reverend Mr. Dimmesdale — as to most 
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men, in their various spheres, though seldom recognized until they see it 
far behind them — an epoch of life more brilliant and full of triumph than 
any previous one, or than any which could hereafter be. He stood, at this 
moment, on the very proudest eminence of superiority, to which the gifts 
of intellect, rich lore, prevailing eloquence, and a reputation of whitest 
sanctity, could exalt a clergyman in^New England’s earliest days, when 
the professional character was of itself a lofty pedestal. Such was the 
position which the minister occupied, as he bowed his head forward on 
the cushions of the pulpit, at the close of his Election Sermon. Meanwhile 
Hester Prynne was standing beside the scaffold of the pillory, with the 
scarlet letter still burning on her breast! 

Now was heard again the clangor of music, and the measured tramp of 
the military escort, issuing from the church-door. The procession was to 
be marshalled thence to the town-hall, where a solemn banquet would 
complete the ceremonies of the day. 

Once more, therefore, the tiiain of venerable and majestic fathers was 
seen moving through a broad pathway of the people, who drew back rev- 
erently, on either side, as the Governor and magistrates, the old and wise 
men, the holy ministers, and all that were eminent and renowned, ad- 
vanced into the midst of them. When they were fairly in the market-place, 
their presence was greeted by a shout. This — though doubtless it might 
acquire additional force and volume from the childlike loyalty which the 
age awarded to its rulers — was felt to be an irrepressible outburst of en- 
thusiasm kindled in the auditors by that high strain of eloquence which 
was yet reverberating in their ears. Each felt the impulse in himself, and, 
in the same breath, caught it from his neighbor. Within the church, it had 
hardly been kept down; beneath the sky, it pealed upward to the zenith. 
There were human beings enough, and enough of highly wrought and 
symphonious feeling, to produce that more impressive sound than the or- 
gan tones of the blast, or the thunder, or the roar of the sea ; even that 
mighty swell of many voices, blended into one great voice by the universal 
impulse which makes likewise one vast heart out of the many. Never, from 
the soil of New England, had gone up such a shout! Never, on New Eng- 
land soil, had stood the man honored by his mortal brethren as the 
preacher! 

How fared it with him then? Were there not the brilliant particles of a 
halo in the air about his head? So etherealized by spirit as he was, and so 
apotheosized by worshipping admirers, did his footsteps, in the proces- 
sion, really tread upon the dust of earth? 

As the ranks of military men and civil fathers moved onward, all eyes 
were turned towards the point where the minister was seen to approach 
among them. The shout died into a murmur, as one portion of the crowd 
after another obtained a glimpse of him. How feeble and pale he looked, 
amid all his triumph! The energy — or say, rather, the inspiration which 
had held him up until he should have delivered the sacred message that 
brought its own strength along with it from Heaven — was withdrawn, 
now that it had so faithfully performed its office. The glow, which they 
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had just before beheld burning on his cheek, was extinguished, like a flame 
that sinks down hopelessly among the late-decaying embers. It seemed 
hardly the face of a man alive, with such a deathlike hue; it was hardly a 
man with life in him that tottered on his path so nervelessly, yet tottered, 
and did not fall! 

One of his clerical brethren, — it was the venerable John Wilson, — ob- 
serving the state in which Mr. Dimmesdale was left by the retiring wave 
of intellect and sensibility, stepped forward hastily to offer his support. 
The minister tremulously, but decidedly, repelled the old man’s arm. He 
still walked onward, if that movement could be so described, which rather 
resembled the wavering effort of an infant with its mother’s arms in view, 
outstretched to tempt him forward And now, almost imperceptible as 
were the latter steps of his progress, he had come opposite the well-re- 
membered and weather-darkened scaffold, where, long since, with all that 
dreary lapse of time between, Heste^ Prynne had encountered the world’s 
ignominious stare. There stood Hes er, holding little Pearl by the hand! 
And there was the scarlet letter on iier breast 1 The minister here made a 
pause, although the music still play ^d the stately and rejoicing march to 
which the procession moved. It sun moned him onward, — onward to the 
festival! — but here he made a pause 

Bellingham, for the last few moments, had kept an anxious eye upon 
him. He now left his own place in thr' procession, and advanced to give as- 
sistance, judging, from Mr. Dimmesdale’s aspect, that he must otWwise 
inevitably fall. But there was something in the latter’s expression that 
warned back the magistrate, although a man not readily obeying the 
vague intimations that pass from one spirit to another. The crowd, mean- 
while, looked on with awe and wonder. This earthly faintness was, in their 
view, only another phase of the minister’s celestial strength; nor would 
it have seemed a miracle too high to be wrought for one so holy, had he 
ascended before their eyes, waxing dimmer and brighter, and fading at 
last into the light of heaven. 

He turned towards the scaffold, and stretched forth his arms. 

^^Hester,” said he, ^^come hither! Come, my little Pearl! ” 

It was a ghastly look with which he regarded them; but there was 
something at once tender and strangely triumphant in it. The child, with 
the bird-like motion which was one of her characteristics, flew to him, 
and clasped her arms about his knees. Hester Prynne — slowly, as if im- 
pelled by inevitable fate, and against her strongest will — likewise drew 
near, but paused before she reached him. At this instant, old Roger Chil- 
lingworth thrust himself through the crowd, — or, perhaps, so dark, dis- 
turbed, and evil, was his look, he rose up out of some nether region, — to 
snatch back his victim from what he sought to do! Be that as it might, 
the old man rushed forward, and caught the minister by the arm. 

“Madman, hold! what is your purpose?” whispered he. “Wave back 
that woman! Cast off this child! All shall be well! Do not blacken your 
fame, and perish in dishonor! I can yet save you! Would you bring in- 
famy on your sacred profession?” 
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‘‘Ha, tempter! Methinks thou art too late!” answered the minister, 
encountering his eye, fearfully, but firmly. “Thy power is not what it 
was! With God’s help, I shall escape thee now!” 

He again extended his hand to the woman of the scarlet letter. 

“Hester Prynne,” cried he, with a piercing earnestness, “in the name 
of Him, so terrible and so merciful, who gives me grace, at this last p;o- 
ment, to do what — for my own heavy sin and miserable agony — I with- 
held myself from doing seven years ago, come hither now, and twine thy 
strength about me! Thy strength, Hester; but let it be guided by the 
will which God hath granted me! This wretched and wronged old man is 
opposing it with all his might! with all his own might, and the fiend’s! 
Come, Hester, come! Support me up yonder scaffold! ” 

The crowd was in a tumult. The men of rank and dignity, who stood 
more immediately around the clergyman, were so taken by surprise, and so 
perplexed as to the purport of what they saw, — ^unable to receive the ex- 
planation which most readily presented itself, or to imagine any other, — 
that they remained silent and inactive spectators of the judgment which 
Providence seemed about to work. They beheld the minister, leaning on 
Hester’s shoulder, and supported by her arm around him, approach the 
scaffold, and ascend its steps; while still the little hand of the sin-born 
child was clasped in his. Old Roger Chillingworth followed, as one in- 
timately connected with the drama of guilt and sorrow in which they had 
all been actors, and well entitled, therefore, to be present at its closing 
scene. 

“Hadst thou sought the whole earth over,” said he, looking darkly at 
the clergyman, “there was no one place so secret, — no high place nor 
lowly place, where thou couldst have escaped me, — save on this very 
scaffold!” 

“Thanks be to Him who hath led me hither! ” answered the minister. 

Yet he trembled, and turned to Hester with an expression of doubt 
and anxiety in his eyes, not the less evidently betrayed, that there was a 
feeble smile upon his lips. 

“Is not this better,” murmured he, “than what we dreamed of in the 
forest?” 

“I know not! I know not!” she hurriedly replied. “Better? Yea; so we 
may both die, and little Pearl die with us!” 

“For thee and Pearl, be it as God shall order,” said the minister; “and 
God is merciful! Let me now do the will which He hath made plain be- 
fore my sight. For, Hester, I am a dying man. So let me make haste to 
take my shame upon me! ” 

Partly supported by Hester Prynne, and holding one hand of little 
Pearl’s, the Reverend Mr. Dimmesdale turned to the dignified and vener- 
able rulers; to the holy ministers, who were his brethren; to the people, 
whose great heart was thoroughly appalled, yet overflowing with tearful 
sympathy, as knowing that some deep life-matter — which, if full of sin, 
was full of anguish and repentance likewise — ^was now to be laid open to 
them. The sun, but little past its meridian, shone down upon the clergy- 
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man, and gave a distinctness to his figure, as he stood out from all the 
earth, to put in his plea of guilty at the bar of Eternal Justice. 

‘Teople of New England cried he, with a voice that rose over them, 
high, solemn, and majestic, — ^yet had always a tremor through it, and 
sometimes a shriek, struggling up out of a fathomless depth of remorse 
and woe, — ^^ye, that have loved me! — ^ye, that have deemed me holy!— 
behold me here, the one sinner of the world! A last! — at last! — I stand 
upon the spot where, seven years siiice, I should have stood; here, with 
this woman, whose arm, more than the little strength wherewith I have 
crept hitherward, sustains me, at this dreadful moment, from gmvelling 
down upon my face! Lo, the scarlet letter which Hester wears! Ye have 
all shuddered at it! Wherever her walk hath been, — wherever, so miser- 
ably burdened, she may have hop>ec to find repose, — it hath cast a lurid 
gleam of awe and horrible repugnaoce round about her. But theie stood 
one in the midst of you, at whose brand of sin and infamy ye have not 
shuddered!” 

It seemed, at this point, as if the minister must leave the remainder of 
his secret undisclosed. But he foug ht back the bodily weakness, — and, 
still more, the faintness of heart, — t hat was striving for the mastery with 
him. He threw off all assistance, anc stepped passionately forward a pace 
before the woman and the child. 

“It was on him!” he continued, with a kind of fierceness, — so deter- 
mined was he to speak out the whole. “God’s eye beheld it! The angels 
were forever pointing at it! The Devil knew it well, and fretted it con- 
tinually with the touch of his burning finger! But he hid it cunningly from 
men, and walked among you with the mien of a spirit, mournful, because 
so pure in a sinful world! — and sad, because he missed his heavenly kin- 
dred! Now, at the death-hour, he stands up before you! He bids you look 
again at Hester’s scarlet letter! He tells you, that, with all its mysterious 
horror, it is but the shadow of what he bears on his own breast, and that 
even this, his own red stigma, is no more than the type of what has seared 
his inmost heart! Stand any here that question God’s judgment on a sin- 
ner? Behold! Behold a dreadful witness of it ! ” 

With a convulsive motion, he tore away the ministerial band from be- 
fore his breast. It was revealed! But it were irreverent to describe that 
revelation. For an instant, the gaze of the horror-stricken multitude was 
concentred on the ghastly miracle; while the minister stood, with a flush 
of triumph in his face, as one who, in the crisis of acutest pain, had won a 
victory. Then, down he sank upon the scaffold! Hester partly raised him, 
and supported his head against her bosom. Old Roger Chillingworth knelt 
down beside him, with a blank, dull countenance, out of which the life 
seemed to have departed. 

“Thou hast escaped me!” he repeated more than once. “Thou hast es- 
caped me!” 

“May God forgive thee!” said the minister. “Thou, too, hast deeply 
sinned!” 



236 the works of HAWTHORNE 

He withdrew his dying eyes from the old man, and fixed them on the 
woman and the child. 

‘‘My little Pearl,” said he, feebly, — and there was a sweet and gentle 
smile over his face, as of a spirit sinking into deep repose; nay, now that 
the burden was removed, it seemed almost as if he would be sportive with 
the child, — “dear little Pearl, wilt thou kiss me now? Thou wouldst -lot, 
yonder, in the forest! But now thou wilt?” 

Pearl kissed his lips. A spell was broken. The great scene of grief in 
which the wild infant bore a part, had developed all her sympathies; and 
as her tears fell upon her father’s cheek, they were the pledge that she 
would grow up amid human joy and sorrow, nor forever do battle with 
the world, but be a woman in it. Towards her mother, too. Pearl’s errand 
as a messenger of anguish was all fulfilled. 

“Hester,” said the clergyman, “farewell!” 

“Shall we not meet again?” whispered she, bending her face down close 
to his. “Shall we not spend our immortal life together? Surely, surely, we 
have ransomed one another, with all this woe! Thou lookest far into eter- 
nity, with those bright dying eyes! Then tell me what thou seest?” 

“Hush, Hester, hush! ” said he, with tremulous solemnity. “The law we 
broke! — the sin here so awfully revealed! — ^let these alone be in thy 
thoughts! I fear! I fear! It may be that, when we forgot our God, — when 
we violated our reverence each for the other’s soul, — it was thenceforth 
vain to hope that we could meet hereafter, in an everlasting and pure re- 
union. God knows; and He is merciful! He hath proved his mercy, most 
of all, in my afflictions. By giving me this burning torture to bear upon 
my breast! By sending yonder dark and terrible old man, to keep the tor- 
ture always at red-heat! By bringing me hither, to die this death of tri- 
umphant ignominy before the people! Had either of these agonies been 
wanting, I had been lost forever ! Praised be his name ! His will be done ! 
Farewell!” 

That final word came forth with the minister’s expiring breath. The 
multitude, silent till then, broke out in a strange, deep voice of awe and 
wonder, which could not as yet find utterance, save in this murmur that 
rolled so heavily after the departed spirit. 


XXIV 

Conclusion 

After many days, when time sufficed for the people to arrange their 
thoughts in reference to the foregoing scene, there was more than one ac- 
count of what had been witnessed on the scaffold. 
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Most of the spectators testified to having seen, on the breast of the un- 
happy minister, a scarlet letter — the very semblance of that worn by 
Hester Prynne — imprinted in the flesh. As regarded its origin, there were 
various explanations, all of which must necessarily have been conjectural. 
Some affirmed that the Reverend Mr. Dimmesdale, on the very day when 
Hester Prynne first wore her ignominious badge, had begun a course of 
penance, — which he afterwards, in so many futile methods, followed out, 
— by inflicting a hideous torture on himself. Others contended that the 
stigma had not been produced until a long time subsequent, when old 
Roger Chillingworth, being a potent necromancer, had caused it to ap- 
pear, through the agency of magic and poisonous drugs. Others, again, — 
and those best able to appreciate the minister’s peculiar sensibility, and 
the wonderful operation of his spirit upon the body, — whispered their be- 
lief, that the awful symbol was the effect of the ever-active tooth of re- 
morse, gnawing from the inmost hea t outwardly, and at last manifesting 
Heaven’s dreadful judgment by tht visible presence of the letter. The 
reader may choose among these thecdes. We have thrown all the hght we 
could acquire upon the portent, and vould gladly, now that it has done its 
office, erase its deep print out of our « )wn brain, where long meditation has 
fixed it in very undesirable distinctn<‘ss. 

It is singular, nevertheless, that certain persons, who were spectators of 
the whole scene, and professed never once to have removed their eyes 
from the Reverend Mr. Dimmesdale, denied that there was any mark 
whatever on his breast, more than on a new-born infant’s. Neither, by 
their report, had his dying words acknowledged, nor even remotely im- 
plied, any, the slightest connection, on his part, with the guilt for which 
Hester Prynne had so long worn the scarlet letter. According to these 
highly respectable witnesses, the minister, conscious that he was dying, — 
conscious, also, that the reverence of the multitude placed him already 
among saints and angels, — had desired, by yielding up his breath in the 
arms of that fallen woman, to express to the world how utterly nugatory 
is the choicest of man’s own righteousness. After exhausting life in his ef- 
forts for mankind’s spiritual good, he had made the manner of his death a 
parable, in order to impress on his admirers the mighty and mournful les- 
son, that, in the view of Infinite Purity, we are sinners all alike. It was to 
teach them, that the holiest among us has but attained so far above his 
fellows as to discern more clearly the Mercy which looks down, and 
repudiate more utterly the phantom of human merit, which would look 
aspiringly upward. Without disputing a truth so momentous, we must be 
allowed to consider this version of Mr. Dimmesdale’s story as only an in- 
stance of that stubborn fidelity with which a nan’s friends — and espe- 
cially a clergyman’s — will sometimes uphold his character, when proofs, 
clear as the mid-day sunshine on the scarlet letter, establish him a false 
and sin-stained creature of the dust. 

The authority which we have chiefly followed, — a manuscript of old 
date, drawn up from the verbal testimony of individuals, some of whom 
had known Hester Prynne, while others had heard the tale from contem- 
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porary witnesses, — fully confirms the view taken in the foregoing pages. 
Among many morals which press upon us from the poor minister’s miser- 
able experience, we put only this into a sentence: “Be true! Be true! Be 
true! Show freely to the world, if not your worst, yet some trait whereby 
the worst may be inferred! ” 

Nothing was more remarkable than the change which took place, al- 
most immediately after Mr. Dimmesdale’s death, in the appearanCw and 
demeanor of the old man known as Roger Chilling worth. All his strength 
and energy — all his vital and intellectual force — seemed at once to desert 
him; insomuch that he positively withered up, shrivelled away, and al- 
most vanished from mortal sight, like an uprooted weed that lies wilting in 
the sun. This unhappy man had made the very principle of his life to con- 
sist in the pursuit and systematic exercise of revenge; and when, by its 
completest triumph and consummation, that evil principle was left with 
no further material to support it, when, in short, there was no more Dev- 
il’s work on earth for him to do, it only remained for the unhumanized 
mortal to betake himself whither his Master would find him tasks enough, 
and pay him his wages duly. But to all these shadowy beings, so long our 
near acquaintances, — as well Roger Chillingworth as his companions, — 
we would fain be merciful. It is a curious subject of observation and in- 
quiry. whether hatred and love be not the same thing at bottom. Each, in 
its utmost development, supposes a high degree of intimacy and heart- 
knowledge; each renders one individual dependent for the food of his af- 
fections and spiritual life upon another; each leaves the passionate lover, 
or the no less passionate hater, forlorn and desolate by the withdrawal of 
his subject. Philosophically considered, therefore, the two passions seem 
essentially the same, except that one happens to be seen in a celestial radi- 
ance, and the other in a dusky and lurid glow. In the spiritual world, the 
old physician and the minister — mutual victims as they have been — may, 
unawares, have found their earthly stock of hatred and antipathy trans- 
muted into golden love. 

Leaving this discussion apart, we have a matter of business to com- 
municate to the reader. At old Roger Chillingworth ’s decease (which took 
place within the year), and by his last will and testament, of which Gov- 
ernor Bellingham and the Reverend Mr. Wilson were executors, he be- 
queathed a very considerable amount of property, both here and in Eng- 
tand, to little Pearl, the daughter of Hester Prynne. 

So Pearl — the elf-child, — the demon offspring, as some people, up to 
that epoch, persisted in considering her, — became the richest heiress of 
her day, in the New World. Not improbably, this circumstance wrought a 
very material change in the public estimation; and, had the mother and 
child remained here, little Pearl, at a marriageable period of life, might 
have mingled her wild blood with the lineage of the devoutest Puritan 
among them all. But, in no long time after the physician’s death, the 
wearer of the scarlet letter disappeared, and Pearl along with her. For 
many years, though a vague report would now and then find its way 
across the sea, — ^like a shapeless piece of drift-wood tost ashore, with the 
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initials of a name upon it, — ^yet no tidings of them unquestionably authen- 
tic were received. The story of the scarlet letter grew into a legend. Its 
spell, however, was still potent, and kept the scaffold awful where the pool 
minister had died, and likewise the cottage by the seashore, where Hester 
Prynne had dwelt. Near this latter spot, one afternoon, some children 
were at play, when they beheld a tall woman, in a gray robe, approach the 
cottage-door. In all those years it had never once been opened ; but either 
she unlocked it, or the decaying wood and iron yielded to her hand, or she 
glided shadowlike through these impediments, — and, at all events, went 
in. 

On the threshold she paused, — turned partly round, — for, perchance, 
the idea of entering all alone, and a 1 so changed, the home of so intense a 
former life, was more dreary and desolate than even she could bear. But 
her hesitation was only for an inst int, though long enough to display a 
scarlet letter on her breast. 

And Hester Prynne had returned, and taken up her long-forsaken 
shame! But where was little Pearl? If still alive, she must now harve been 
in the flush and bloom of early womanhood. None knew — nor ever 
learned, with the fulness of perfect certainty — whether the elf-child had 
gone thus untimely to a maiden grave, or whether her wild, rich nature 
had been softened and subdued, and made capable of a woman’s gentle 
happiness. But, through the remainder of Hester’s life, there were indica- 
tions that the recluse of the scarlet letter was the object of love and inter- 
est with some inhabitant of another land. Letters came, with armorial 
seals upon them, though of bearings unknown to English heraldry. In the 
cottage there were articles of comfort and luxury such as Hester nevet 
cared to use, but which only wealth could have purchased, and affection 
have imagined for her. There were trifles, too, little ornaments, beautiful 
tokens of a continual remembrance, that must have been wrought by deli- 
cate fingers, at the impulse of a fond heart. And, once, Hester was seen 
embroidering a baby-garment, with such a lavish richness of golden fancy 
as would have raised a public tumult, had any infant, thus apparelled, 
been shown to our sober-hued community. 

In fine, the gossips of that day believed, — and Mr. Surveyor Pue, who 
made investigations a century later, believed, — and one of his recent suc- 
cessors in office, moreover, faithfully believes, — that Pearl was not only 
alive, but married, and happy, and mindful of her mother, and that she 
would most joyfully have entertained that sad and lonely mother at her 
fireside. 

But there was a more real life for Hester Prynne here, in New England, 
than in that unknown region where Pearl had found a home. Here had 
been her sin; here, her sorrow; and here was yet to be her penitence. She 
had returned, therefore, and resumed, — of her own free will, for not the 
sternest magistrate of that iron period would have imposed it, — resumed 
the symbol of which we have related so dark a tale. Never afterwards did 
it quit her bosom. But, in the lapse of the toilsome, thoughtful, and self- 
devoted years that made up Hester’s life, the scarlet letter ceased to be a 
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stigma which attracted the world’s scorn and bitterness, and became a 
type of something to be sorrowed over, and looked upon with awe, yet 
with reverence too. And, as Hester Prynne had no selfish ends, nor lived 
in any measure for her own profit and enjoyment, people brought all their 
sorrows and perplexities, and besought her counsel, as one who had her- 
self gone through a mighty trouble. Women, more especially, — in the ron- 
tinudly recurring trials of wounded, wasted, wronged, misplaced, or err- 
ing and sinful passion, — or with the dreary burden of a heart unyielded, 
because unvalued and unsought, — came to Hester’s cottage, demanding 
why they were so wretched, and what the remedy! Hester comforted and 
counselled them as best she might. She assured them, too, of her firm be- 
lief, that, at some brighter period, when the world should have grown ripe 
for it, in Heaven’s own time, a new truth would be revealed, in order to 
establish the whole relation between man and woman on a surer ground of 
mutual happiness. Earlier in life, Hester had vainly imagined that she 
herself might be the destined prophetess, but had long since recognized 
the impossibility that any mission of divine and mysterious truth should 
be confided to a woman stained with sin, bowed down with shame, or even 
burdened with a life-long sorrow. The angel and apostle of the coming 
revelation must be a woman indeed, but lofty, pure, and beautiful; and 
wise, moreover, not through dusky grief, but the ethereal medium of joy; 
and showing how sacred love should make us happy, by the truest test of 
a life successful to such an end ! 

So said Hester Prynne, and glanced her sad eyes downward at the scar- 
let letter. And, after many, many years a new grave was delved, near an 
old and sunken one, in that burial-ground beside which King’s Chapel has 
since been built. It was near that old and sunken grave, yet with a space 
between, as if the dust of the two sleepers had no right to mingle. Yet one 
\ombstone served for both. All around, there were monuments carved 
with armorial bearings; and on this simple slab of slate — as the curious 
investigator may still discern, and perplex himself with the purport — 
there appeared the semblance of an engraved escutcheon. It bore a device, 
a herald’s wording of which might serve for a motto and brief description 
of our now concluded legend; so sombre is it, and relieved only by one 
«ver-glowing point of light gloomier than the shadow: — 


a field, sable, the letter a, gules.” 
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Preface 


When a writer calls his work a Romance, it need hardly be observed that 
he wishes to claim a certain latitude, both as to its fashion and material, 
which he would not have felt himself entitled to assume had he professed 
to be writing a Novel. The latter form of corhposition is presumed to aim 
at a very minute fidelity, no t mer ely to the possible, but to the probable 
and ordinary cour^^ niaiTs expe I^^TheTormer — while, as a work 
of art, it must rigidly sulgect itself 1 3 laws, and while it sins unpardonably 
so far as it may swerve aside front the truth of the human hea rt — ^has 
fairly a right to present that truth 1 nder circumstances, to a greai extent, 
of the writer’s own choosing or ere ition. If he think fit, also, he may so 
manage his atmospherical medium as to bring out or mellow the lights 
and deepen and enrich the shadov s of the picture. He will be wise, no 
doubt, to make a very moderate use of the privileges here stated, and^ 
especially, to mingle the Marvellous rather as a slight, delicate, and evan- 
escent flavor, than as any portion (d the actual substance of the dish of 
tered to the public. He can hardly l)e said, however, to commit a literar> 
crime even if he disregard this caution. 

In the present work, the author has proposed to himself — but with 
what success, fortunately, it is not for him to judge — to keep undeviating 
ly within his immunities. The point of view in which this tale comes undei 
the Romantic definition lies in the attempt to connect a bygone time with 
the very present that is flitting away from us. It is a legend prolonging it- 
self, from an epoch now gray in the distance, down into our own broad 
daylight, and bringing along with it some of its legendary mist, which the 
reader, according to his pleasure, may either disregard, or allow it to float 
almost imperceptibly about the characters and events for the sake of a 
picturesque effect. The narrative, it may be, is woven of so humble a tex- 
ture as to require this advantage, and, at the same time, to render it the 
more difficult of attainment. 

Many writers lay very great stress upon some definite moral purpose, 
at which they profess to aim their works. Not to be deficient in this par- 
ticular, the author has provided himself with a moral, — the truth, name- 
ly, that the wrong-doing of one generation lives into the successive ones, 
and, divesting itself of every temporary advantage, becomes a pure and 
uncontrollable mischief ; and he would feel it a singular gratification if 
this romance miglit effectually convince mankind — or, indeed, any one 
man — of the folly of tumbling down an avalanche of ill-gotten gold, or 
real estate, on the heads of an unfortunate posterity, thereby to maim and 
crush them, until the accumulated mass shall be scattered abroad in its 
original atoms. In good faith, however, he is not sufficiently imaginative 
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to flatter himself with the slightest hope of this kind. When romances do 
really teach anything, or produce any effective operation, it is usually 
through a far more subtile process than the ostensible one. The author 
has considered it hardly worth his while, therefore, relentlessly to impale 
the story with its moral as with an iron rod, — or, rather, as by sticking a 
pin through a butterfly, — thus at once depriving it of life, and causing it 
to stiffen in an ungainly and unnatural attitude. A high truth, indited, 
fairly, finely, and skilfully wrought out, brightening at ever}^ step, and 
crowning the final development of a work of fiction, may add an artistic 
glory, but is never any truer, and seldom any more evident, at the last 
page than at the first. 

The reader may perhaps choose to assign an actual locality to the imag- 
inary events of this narrative. If permitted by the historical connection, 
— which, though slight, was essential to his plan, — the author would very 
willingly have avoided anything of this nature. Not to speak of other ob- 
jections, it exposes the romance to an inflexible and exceedingly danger- 
ous species of criticism, by bringing his fancy-pictures almost into posi- 
tive contact with the realities of the moment. It has been no part of his ob- 
ject, however, to describe local manners, nor in any way to meddle with 
the characteristics of a community for whom he cherishes a proper respect 
and a natural regard. He trusts not to be considered as unpardonably of- 
fending by laying out a street that infringes upon nobody’s private rights, 
and appropriating a lot of land which had no visible owner, and building 
a house of materials long in use for constructing castles in the air. The 
personages of the tale — though they give themselves out to be of ancient 
stability and considerable prominence — are really of the author’s qjvn 
making, or, at all events, of his own mixing; their virtues can shQjd no 
lustre, nor their defects redound, in the remotest degree, to the discredit 
of the venerable town of which they profess to be inhabitants. He would 
be glad, therefore, if — especially in the quarter to which he alludes — the 
book may be read strictly as a Romance, having a great deal more to do 
with the clouds overhead than with any portion of the actual soil of the 
County of Essex. 

Lenox, January 27, 1851. 
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I 

The Old PY^cHEON Family 

Half-way down a by-street of one of our New England towns stands a 
rusty wooden house, with seven a( utely peaked gables, facing towards 
various points of the compass, and a huge, clustered chimney in the midst. 
The street is Pyncheon Street; the house is the old Pyncheon House; and 
an elm-tree, of wide circumference, rooted before the door, is familiar to 
every town-born child by the title of the Pyncheon Elm. On my occasional 
visits to the town aforesaid, I seldom failed to turn down Pyncheon Street, 
for the sake of passing through the shadow of these two antiquities, — the 
great elm-tree and the weather-beat( n edifice. 

The aspect of the venerable mansion has always affected me like a hu- 
man countenance, bearing the traces not merely of outward storm and 
sunshine, but expressive, also, of the long lapse of mortal life, and accom- 
panying vicissitudes that have passed within. Were these to be worthily 
recounted, they would form a narrative of no small interest and instruc- 
tion, and possessing, moreover, a certain remarkable unity, which might 
almost seem the result of artistic arrangement. But the story would in- 
clude a chain of events extending over the better part of two centuries, 
and, written out with reasonable amplitude, would fill a bigger folio vol- 
ume, or a longer series of duodecimos, than could prudently be appro- 
priated to the annals of all New England during a similar period. It con- 
sequently becomes imperative to make short work with most of the tradi- 
tionary lore of which the old Pyncheon House, otherwise known as the 
House of the Seven Gables, has been the theme. With a brief sketch, 
therefore, of the circumstances amid which the foundation of the house 
was laid, and a rapid glimpse at its quaint exterior, as it grew black in the 
prevalent east wind, — pointing, too, here and there, at some spot of more 
verdant mossiness on its roof and walls, — we shall commence the real ac- 
tion of our tale at an epoch not very remote from the present day. Still, 
there will be a connection with the long past — a reference to forgotten 
events and personages, and to manners, feelings, and opinions, almost or 
wholly obsolete — which, if adequately translated to the reader, would 
serve to illustrate how much of old material goes to make up the freshest 
novelty of human life. Hence, too, might be drawn a weighty lesson from 
the little-regarded truth, that the act of the passing generational^ the^eru? 
which ma^and must produce good or evil fruit in a far-Blstant time; that, 
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together with the seed of the merely temporary crop, which mortals term 
expediency, they inevitably sow the acorns of a more enduring growth, 
which may darkly overshadow their posterity. 

The House of the Seven Gables, antique as it now looks, was not the 
first habitation erected by civilized man on precisely the same spot of 
ground. Pyncheon Street formerly bore the humbler appellatioix of 
Maulers Lane, from the name of the original occupant of the soil, before 
whose cottage-door it was a cow-path. A natural spring of soft and pleas- 
ant water — a rare treasure on the sea-girt peninsula, where the Puritan 
settlement was made — had early induced Matthew Maule to build a hut, 
shaggy with thatch, at this point, although somewhat too remote from 
what was then the centre of the village. In the growth of the town, how- 
ever, after some thirty or forty years, the site covered by this rude hovel 
had become exceedingly desirable in the eyes of a prominent and power- 
ful personage, who asserted plausible claims to the proprietorship of this, 
and a large adjacent tract of land, on the strength of a grant from the 
legislature. Colonel Pyncheon, the claimant, as we gather from whatever 
traits of him are preserved, 'was characterized by an iron energy of pur- 
pose. Matthew Maule, on the other hand, though an obscure man, was 
stubborn in the defence of what he considered his right; and, for several 
years, he succeeded in protecting the acre or two of earth, which, with his 
own toil, he had hewn out of the primeval forest, to be his garden-ground 
and homestead. No written record of this dispute is known to be in exis' 
tence. Our acquaintance with the whole subject is derived chiefly from 
tradition. It would be bold, therefore, and possibly unjust, to venture a 
decisive opinion as to its merits ; although it appears to have been at least 
a matter of doubt, whether Colonel Pyncheon’s claim were not unduly 
stretched, in order to make it cover the small metes and bounds of Mat- 
thew Maule. What greatly strengthens such a suspicion is the fact that 
this controversy between two ill-matched antagonists — at a period, more- 
over, laud it as we may, when personal influence had far more weight than 
now — remained for years undecided, and came to a close only with the 
death of the party occupying the disputed soil. The mode of his death, 
too, affects the mind differently, in our day, from what it did a century 
and a half ago. It was a death that blasted with strange horror the humble 
name of the dweller in the cottage, and made it seem almost a religious 
act to drive the plough over the little area of his habitation, and obliterate 
his place and memory from among men. 

014 Matthew Maule, in a word, was executed for the crime of witch- 
craft. He was one of the martyrs to that terrible delusion, 'Which should 
us, among its other morals, that the influential classes, and those 
who take upon themselves to be leaders of the people, are fully liable to 
all the passionate error that has ever characterized the maddest mob. 
Clergymen, judges, statesmen, — the wisest, calmest, holiest persons of 
their day, — stood in the inner circle round about the gallows, loudest to 
applaud the work of blood, latest to confess themselves miserably de- 
ceived. If any one part of their proceedings can be said to deserve less 
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blame than another, it was the singular indiscrimination with which they 
persecuted, not merely the poor and aged, as in former judicial massacres, 
but people of all ranks ; their own equals, brethren, and wives. Amid the 
disorder of such various ruin, it is not strange that a man of inconsider- 
able note, like Maule, should have trodden the martyr^s path to the hill 
of execution almost unremarked in the throng of his fellow-sufferers. But, 
in after days, when the frenzy of that hideous epoch had subsided, it was 
remembered how loudly Colonel Pyncheon had joined in the general cry, 
to purge the larid from witchcraft, nor did it fail to be whispered, that 
there was an individious acrimony in the zeal with which he had sought 
the condemnation of Matthew Maule. It was well known that the victim 
had recognized the bitterness of personal enmity in his persecutor’s con- 
duct towards him, and that he decared himself hunted to death for his 
spoil. At the moment of execution- -with the halter about his neck, and 
while Colonel Pyncheon sat on hoi seback, grimly gazing at the scene — 
Maule had addressed him from th( scaffold, and uttered a prophecy, of 
which history, as well as fireside tn dition, has preserved the very words. 
‘^God,” said the dying man, pointing; his finger, with a ghastly look, at the 
undismayed countenance of his enemy, — “God will give him blood to 
drink ! ” 

After the reputed wizard’s death his humble homestead had fallen an 
easy spoil into Colonel Pyncheon’s grasp. When it was understood, how- 
ever, that the Colonel intended to erect a family mansion — spacious, pon- 
derously framed of oaken timber, and calculated to endure for many gen- 
erations of his posterity — over the spot first covered by the log-built hut 
of Matthew Maule, there was much shaking of the head among the village 
gossips. Without absolutely expressing a doubt whether the stalwart Puri- 
tan had acted as a man of conscience and integrity throughout the pro- 
ceedings which have been sketched, they, nevertheless, hinted that he was 
about to build his house over an unquiet grave. His home would include 
the home of the dead and buried wizard, and would thus afford the ghost 
of the latter a kind of privilege to haunt its new apartments, and the 
chambers into which future bridegrooms were to lead their brides, and 
where children of the Pyncheon blood were to be born. The terror and ug- 
liness of Maule’s crime, and the wretchedness of his punishment, would 
darken the freshly plastered walls, and infect them early with the scent of 
an old and melancholy house. Why, then, — while so much of the soil 
around him was bestrewn with the virgin forest-leaves, — why should 
Colonel Pyncheon prefer a site that had already been accurst? 

But tha PuritarLSQldier„ and magistrate was not a man to be turned 
aside from his well-considered scheme, either by dread of the wizard’s 
ghost, or by flimsy sentimentalities of any kind, however specious. Had 
he been told of a bad air, it might have moved him somewhat; but he was 
ready to encounter an evil spirit on his own ground. Eudqwed with com- 
mon-sense, as massive and hard as blocks of granite, fastened together by 
stern rigidity of purpose, as with iron clamps, he followed out his original 
design, probably without so much as imagining an objection to it. On the 
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score of delicacy, or any scrupulousness which a finer sensibility might 
have taught him, the Colonel, like most of his breed and generation, was 
impenetrable. He, therefore, dug his cellar, and laid the deep foundations 
of his mansion, on the square of earth whence Matthew Maule, forty 
years before, had first swept away the fallen leaves. It^was a guriou^, and, 
as some people l±ipugb4 aa ominous fact, that, very soon aitik jEe^Work- 
ftteii began their operations, the spring of water, above menti oned^ en- 
tirSy lost the deliciousness of its pristipe ,Quality. Whether its sources 
w^e disturbed by the depth of the new cellar, or whatever subtler cause 
might lurk at the bottom, it is certain that the water of Maule’s Well, as 
it continued to be called, grew hard and brackish. Even such we find it 
now; and any old woman of the neighborhood will certify that it is pro- 
ductive of intestinal mischief to those who quench their thirst there. 

The reader may deem it singular that the head carpenter of the new 
edifice was no other than the son of the very man from whose dead gripe 
the property of the soil had been wrested. Not improbably he was the best 
workman of his time; or, perhaps, the Colonel thought it expedient, or 
was impelled by some better feeling, thus openly to cast aside all ani- 
mosity against the race of his fallen antagonist. Nor was it out of keeping 
with the general coarseness and matter-of-fact character of the age, that 
the son should be willing to earn an honest penny, or, rather, a weighty 
amount of sterling pounds, from the purse of his father’s deadly enemy. 
At all events, Thomas Maule became the architect of the House of the 
Seven Gables, afid'pFfTonned- his duty so faithfully that the timT>er frame- 
work fastened by his hands still holds together. 

Thus the great house was built. Familiar as it stands in the writer s rec- 
ollection, — for it has been an object of curiosity with him from boyhood, 
both as a specimen of the best and stateliest architecture of a long-past 
epoch, and as the scene of events more full of human interest, perhaps, 
than those of a gray feudal castle, — familiar as it stands, in its rusty old 
age, it is therefore only the more difficult to imagine the bright novelty 
with which it first caught the sunshine. The impression of its actual state, 
at this distance of a hundred and sixty years, darkens inevitably through 
the picture which we would fain give of its appearance on the morning 
when the Puritan magnate bade all the town to be his guests. A ceremony 
of consecration, festive as well as religious, was now to be performed. A 
prayer and discourse from the ^ey. Mn JHQggui&oft, and the outpouring of 
a psalm from the general throat ol tTie community, was to be made accep- 
table to the grosser sense by ale, cider, wine, and brandy, in copious ef- 
fusion, and, as some authorities aver, by an ox, roasted whole, or at least, 
by the weight and substance of an ox, in more manageable joints and sir- 
loins. The carcass of a deer, shot within twenty miles, had supplied ma- 
terial for the vast circumference of a pasty. A codfish of sixty pounds, 
caught in the bay, had been dissolved into the rich liquid of a chowder. 
;^The chimney of the new house, in short, belching forth its kitchen-smoke, 
impregnated the whole air with the scent of meats, fowls, and fishes, 
^ spicily concocted with odoriferous herbs, and onions in abundance. The 
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mere smell of such festivity, making its way to everybody's nostrils, was 
at once an invitation and an appetite. 

it, was thronged, at the appointed hour, as with a congregation on its way 
-ttraiurch. All, as they approached, looked upward at the imposing edifice, 
which was henceforth to assume its rank among the habitations of man- 
kind. There it rose, a little withdrawn from the line of the street, but in 
pride, not modesty. Its whole visible exterior was ornamented with quaint 
figures, conceived in the grotesqueness of a Gothic fancy, and drawn or 
stamped in the glittering plaster, composed of lime, pebbles, and bits of 
glass, with which the woodwork of the walls was overspread. On every 
side the seven gables pointed sharply towards the sky, and presented the 
aspect of a whole sisterhood of edifii es, breathing through the spiracles oi 
one great chimney. The many latti( es, with their small, diamond -shaped 
panes, admitted the sunlight into h ill and chamber, while, nevertheless^ 
the second story, projecting far ove the base, and itself retiring Oeneath 
the third, threw a shadowy and th( ughtful gloom into the lower rooms. 
Carved globes of wood were affixed inder the jutting stories. Little spiral 
rods of iron beautified each of the st ven peaks. On the triangular portion 
of the gable, that fronted next the street, was a dial, put up that very 
morning, and on which the sun was still marking the passage of the first 
bright hour in a history that was not destined to be all so bright. All 
around were scattered shavings, chips, shingles, and broken halves oi 
bricks; these, together with the lately turned earth, on which the grass 
had not begun to grow, contributed to the impression of strangeness and 
novelty proper to a house that had yet its place to make among men’s 
daily interests. 

The principal entrance, which had almost the breadth of a church-door, 
was in the angle between the two front gables, and was covered by an 
open porch, with benches beneath its shelter. Under this arched doorway, 
scraping their feet on the unworn threshold, now trod the clergymen, the 
elders, the magistrates, the deacons, and whatever of aristocracy there 
was in town or county. Thither, too, thronged the plebeian classes as free- 
ly as their betters, and in larger number. Just within the entrance, how- 
ever, stood two serving-men, pointing some of the guests to the neighbor- 
hood of the kitchen, and ushering others into the statelier rooms, — ^hos- 
pitable alike to all, but still with a scrutinizing regard to the high or low 
degree of each. Velvet garments, sombre but rich, stiffly plaited ruffs and 
bands, embroidered gloves, venerable beards, the mien and countenance 
of authority, made it easy to distinguish the gentleman of worship, at that 
period, from the tradesman, with his plodding air, or the laborer, in his 
leathern jerkin, stealing awe-stricken into the house which he had per- 
haps helped to build. 

One inauspicious circumstance there was, which awakened a hardly 
concealed displeasure in the breasts of a few of the more punctilious visi- 
tors. The founder of this stately mansion — a gentleman noted for the 
square and ponderous courtesy of his demeanor — ought surely to have 
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Stood in his own hall, and to have offered the first welcome to so many 
eminent personages as here presented themselves in honor of his solemn 
festival. He was as yet invisible; the most favored of the guests had not 
beheld him. This sluggishness on Colonel Pyncheon’s part became still 
more unaccountable, when the second dignitary of the province made his 
appearance, and found no more ceremonious a reception. The lieutenant- 
governor, although his visit was one of the anticipated glories of the day, 
had alighted from his horse, and assisted his lady from her side-saddle, 
and crossed the ColonePs threshold, without other greeting than that of 
the principal domestic. 

This person — a gray-headed man, of quiet and most respectful deport- 
ment — found it necessary to explain that his master still remained in his 
study, or private apartment; on entering which, an hour before, he had 
expressed a wish on no account to be disturbed. 

^‘Do not you see, fellow,’’ said the high-sheriff of the county, taking the 
servant aside, ^Hhat this is no less a man than the lieutenant-governor? 
Summon Colonel Pyncheon at oncel I know that he received letters from 
England this morning; and, in the perusal and consideration of them, an 
hour may have passed away without his noticing it. But he will be ill- 
pleased, I judge, if you suffer him to neglect the courtesy due to one of our 
chief rulers, and who may be said to represent King William, in the ab- 
sence of the governor himself. Call your master instantly! ” 

“Nay, please your worship,” answered the man, in much perplexity, 
but with a backwardness that strikingly indicated the hard and severe 
character of Colonel Pyncheon’s domestic rule; “my master’s orders were 
exceeding strict; and, as your worship knows, he permits of no discretion 
in the obedience of those who owe him service. Let who list open yonder 
door; I dare not, though the governor’s own voice should bid me do it!” 

“Pooh, pooh, master high-sheriff!” cried the lieutenant-governor, who 
had overheard the foregoing discussion, and felt himself high enough in 
station to play a little with his dignity. “I will take the matter into my 
own hands: It is time that the good Colonel came forth to greet his 
friends; else we shall be apt to suspect that he has taken a sip too much 
of his Canary wine, in his extreme deliberation which cask it were best to 
broach in honor of the day! But since he is so much behindhand, I will 
give him a remembrancer myself! ” 

Accordingly, with such a tramp of his ponderous riding-boots as might 
of itself have been audible in the remotest of the seven gables, he ad- 
vanced to the door, which the servant pointed out, and made its new 
panels reecho with a loud, free knock. Then, looking round, with a smile, 
to the spectators, he awaited a response. As none came, however, he 
knocked again, but with the same unsatisfactory result as at first. And 
now, being a trifle choleric in his temperament, the lieutenant-governor 
uplifted the heavy hilt of his sword, wherewith he so beat and banged 
upon the door, that, as some of the by-standers whispered, the racket 
might have disturbed the dead. Be that as it might, it seemed to produce 
no awakening effect on Colonel Pyncheon. When the sound subsided, the 
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silence through the house was deep, dreary, and oppressive, notwithstand- 
ing that the tongues of many of the guests had already been loosened by a 
surreptitious cup or two of wine or spirits. 

“Strange, forsooth! — very strange!’’ cried the lieutenant-governor, 
whose smile was changed to a frown. “But seeing that our host sets us the 
good example of. forgetting ceremony, 1 shall likewise throw it aside, and 
make free to intrude on his privacy! ” 

He tried the door, which yielded to his hand, and was flung wide open 
by a sudden gust of wind that passed, as with a loud sigh, from the outer- 
most portal through all the passages and apartments of the new house. It 
rustled the silken garments of the ladies, and waved the long curls of the 
gentlemen’s wigs, and shook the window-hangings and the curtains of the 
bedchambers; causing everywhere b singular stir, which yet was more 
like a hush. A shadow of awe and hal -fearful anticipation — nobod\' knew 
wherefore, nor of what — had all at on e fallen over the company. 

They thronged, however, to the now open door, pressing the lieutenant- 
governor, in the eagerness of their ci riosity, into the room in advance of 
them. At the first glimpse they beheld nothing extraordinary: a hand- 
somely furnished room, of moderate size, somewhat darkened by cur- 
tains; books arranged on shelves; a large map on the wall, and likewise a 
portrait of Colonel Pyncheon, beneath which sat the original Colonel 
himself, in an oaken elbow-chair, with a pen in his hand. Letters, parch- 
ments, and blank sheets of paper were on the table before him. He ap- 
peared to gaze at the curious crowd, in front of which stood the lieuten- 
ant-governor; and there was a frown on his dark and massive counten- 
ance, as if sternly resentful of the boldness that had impelled them into 
his private retirement. 

A little boy — the Colonel’s grandchild, and the only human being that 
ever dared to be familiar with him — now made his way among the guests, 
and ran towards the seated figure; then pausing half-way, he began to 
shriek with terror. The company, tremulous as the leaves of a tree, when 
all are shaking together, drew nearer, and perceived that there was an un- 
natural distortion in the fixedness of Colonel Pyncheon’s stare; that 
there was blood on his ruff, and that his hoary beard was saturated 
with it. It was too late to give assistance. The iron-hearted Puritan, the 
relentless persecutor, the grasping and strong-willed man, was dead! 
I^ad, in his new house! There is a tradition, only worth alluding to as 
lending a tinge of superstitious awe to a scene perhaps gloomy enough 
without it, that a voice spoke loudly among the guests, the tones of which 
were like those of old Matthew Maule, the executed wizard, — “God hath 
given him blood to drink! ” 

Thus early had that one guest, — the only guest who is certain, at one 
lime or another, to find his way into every human dwelling, — thus early 
had Death stepped across the threshold of the House of the Seven Gables! 

Colonel Pyncheon’s sudden and mysterious end made a vast deal of 
noise in its day. There were many rumors, some of which have vaguely 
drifted down to the present time, how that appearances indicated vio- 
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lence; that there were the marks of fingers on his throat, and the print of 
a bloody hand on his plaited ruff ; and that his peaked beard was dishev- 
elled, as if it had been fiercely clutched and pulled. It was averred, like- 
wise, that the lattice window, near the Colonel’s chair, was open; and 
that, only a few minutes before the fatal occurrence, the figure of a man 
had been seen clambering over the garden-fence, in the rear of the house. 
But it were folly to lay any stress on stories of this kind, which are sure to 
spring up around such an event as that now related, and which, as in the 
present case, sometimes prolong themselves for ages afterwards, like the 
toadstools that indicate where the fallen and buried trunk of a tree has 
long since mouldered into the earth. For our own part, we allow them just 
as little credence as to that other fable of the skeleton hand which the 
lieutenant-governor was said to have seen at the Colonel’s throat, but 
which vanished away, as he advanced farther into the room. Certain it is, 
however, that there was a great consultation and dispute of doctors over 
the dead body. One — John g^win perton by name — who appears to have 
been a man of eminenc^ upheld it, if we have rightly understood his 
terms of art, to be a case of apoplexy. His professional brethren, each for 
himself, adopted various hypotheses, more or less plausible, but all dressed 
out in a perplexing mystery of phrase, which, if it do not show a bewilder- 
ment of mind in these erudite physicians, certainly causes it in the un- 
learned peruser of their opinions. The coroner’s jury sat upon the corpse, 
and, like sensible men, returned an unassailable verdict of ^^Sudden 
Death!” 

It is indeed difficult to imagine that there could have been a serious 
suspicion of murder, or the slightest grounds for implicating any partic- 
ular individual as the perpetrator. The rank, wealth, and eminent char- 
acter of the deceased must have insured the strictest scrutiny into every 
ambiguous circumstance. As none such is on record, it is safe to assume 
that none existed. Tradition, — which sometimes brings down truth that 
history has let slip, but is oftener the wild babble of the time, such as was 
formerly spoken at the fireside and now congeals in newspapers, — tradi- 
tion is responsible for all contrar}^ averments. In Colonel Pyncheon’s fun^ 
eral sermon, which was printed, and is still extant, the Rev. Mr. Higgin- 
son enumerates, among the many felicities of his distinguished parishion- 
er’s earthly career, the happy seasonableness of his death. His duties all 
performed, — the highest prosperity attained, — his race and future gen- 
erations fixed on a stable basis, and with a stately roof to shelter them, 
for centuries to come, — what other upward step remained for this good 
man to take, save the final step from earth to the golden gate of heaven I 
The pious clergyman surely would not have uttered words like these had 
he in the least suspected that the Colonel had been thrust into the other 
world with the clutch of violence upon his throat. 

The family of Colonel Pyncheon, at the epoch of his death, seemed des- 
tined to as fortunate a permanence as can anywise consist with the inher- 
ent instability of human affairs. It might fairly be anticipated that the 
progress of time would rather increase and ripen their prosperity, than 
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wear away and destroy it. For, not only had his son and heir come into 
immediate enjoyment of a rich estate, but there was a claim through an 
Indian deed, confirmed by a subsequent grant of the General Court, to a 
vast and as yet unexplored and unmeasured tract of Eastern lands. These 
possessions — for as such they might almost certainly be reckoned — com- 
prised the greater part of what is now known as Waldo County, in the 
State of Maine, and were more extensive than many a dukedom, or even a 
reigning prince’s territory, on European soil. When the pathless forest 
that still covered this wild principality should give place — as it inevitably 
must, though perhaps not till ages hence — to the golden fertility of hu- 
man culture, it would be the source of incalculable wealth to the Pyncheon 
blood. Had the Colonel survived only a few weeks longer, it is probable 
that his great political influence, and powerful connections at home and 
abroad, would have consummated ill that was necessary to render the 
claim available. But, in spite of goo( Mr. Higginson’s congratulatory elo- 
quence, this appeared to be the one hing which Colonel Pyncheon, provi- 
dent and sagacious as he was, had al owed to go to at loose ends. So far as 
the prospective territory was concerned, he unquestionably died too soon. 
His son lacked not merely the father’s eminent position, but the talent 
and force of character to achieve it: he could, therefore, effect nothing by 
dint of political interest ; and the bare justice or legality of the claim was 
not so apparent, after the Colonel’s decease, as it had been pronounced in 
his lifetime. Some connecting link had slipped out of the evidence, and 
could not anywhere be found. 

Efforts, it is true, were made by the Pyncheons, not only then, but at 
various periods for nearly a hundred years afterwards, to obtain what 
they stubbornly persisted in deeming their right. But, in course of time^ 
the territory was partly re-granted to more favored individuals, and part- 
ly cleared and occupied by actual settlers. These last, if they ever heard 
of the Pyncheon title, would have laughed at the idea of any man’s as- 
serting a right — on the strength of mouldy parchments, signed with the 
faded autographs of governors and legislators long dead and forgotten — 
to the lands which they or their fathers had wrested from the wild hand 
of nature by their own sturdy toil. This impalpable claim, therefore, re- 
sulted in nothing more solid than to cherish, from generation to genera- 
tion, an absurd delusion of family importance, which all along character- 
ized the Pyncheons. It caused the poorest member of the race to feel as il 
he inherited a kind of nobility, and might yet come into the possession of 
princely wealth to support it. In the better specimens of tlie breed, this 
peculiarity threw an ideal grace over the hard material of human life, 
without stealing away any truly valuable quality. In the baser sort, its 
effect was to increase the liability to sluggishness and dependence, and in- 
duce the victim of a shadowy hope to remit all self-effort, while awaiting 
the realization of his dreams. Years and years after their claim had passed 
out of the public memory, the Pyncheons were accustomed to consult the 
Colonel’s ancient map, which had been projected while Waldo County 
was still an unbroken wilderness Where the old land-surveyor had put 
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down woods, lakes, and rivers, they marked out the cleared spaces, and 
dotted the villages and towns, and calculated the progressively increasing 
value of the territory, as if there were yet a prospect of its ultimately 
forming a princedom for themselves. 

In almost every generation, nevertheless, there happened to be some 
one descendant of the family gifted with a portion of the hard, keen stxise, 
and practical energy, that had so remarkably distinguished the original 
founder. His character, indeed, might be traced all the way down, as dis- 
tinctly as if the Colonel himself, a little diluted, had been gifted with a 
sort of intermittent immortality on earth. At two or three epochs, when 
the fortunes of the family were low, this representative of hereditary 
qualities had made his appearance, and caused the traditionary gossips of 
the town to whisper among themselves, “Here is the old Pyncheon come 
again! Now the Seven Gables will be new-shingled ! ” From father to son, 
they clung to the ancestral house with singular tenacity of home attach- 
ment. For various reasons, however, and from impressions often too 
vaguely founded to be put on paper, the writer cherishes the belief that 
many, if not most, of the successive proprietors of this estate were 
troubled with doubts as to their moral right to hold it. Of their legal ten- 
ure there could be no question ; but old Matthew Maule, it is to be feared, 
trode downward from his own age to a far later one, planting a heavy 
footstep, all the way, on the conscience of a Pyncheon. If so, we are left 
to dispose of the awful query, whether each inheritor of the property — 
conscious of wrong, and failing to rectify it — did not commit anew the 
great guilt of his ancestor, and incur all its original responsibilities. And 
supposing such to be the case, would it not be a far truer mode of expres- 
sion to say of the Pyncheon family, that they inherited a great misfor- 
tune, than the reverse? 

We have already hinted that it is not our purpose to trace down the his- 
tory of the Pyncheon family, in its unbroken connection with the House 
of the Seven Gables; nor to show, as in a magic picture, how the rustiness 
and infirmity of age gathered over the venerable house itself. As regards 
its interior life, a large, dim looking-glass used to hang in one of the rooms, 
and was fabled to contain within its depths all the shapes that had ever 
been reflected there, — the old Colonel himself, and his many descendants, 
some in the garb of antique babyhood, and others in the bloom of fem- 
inine beauty or manly prime, or saddened with the wrinkles of frosty age. 
Had we the secret of that mirror, we would gladly sit down before it, and 
transfer its revelations to our page. But there was a story, for which it is 
difficult to conceive any foundation, that the posterity of Matthew Maule 
had some connection with the mystery of the looking-glass, and that, by 
what appears to have been a sort of mesmeric process, they could make 
its inner region all alive with the departed Pyncheons; not as they had 
shown themselves to the world nor in their better and happier hours, but 
as doing over again some deed of sin, or in the crisis of life’s bitterest sor- 
row. The popular imagination, indeed, long kept itself busy with the af- 
fair of the old Puritan Pyncheon and the wizard Maule; the curse, which 
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the latter flung from his scaffold, was remembered, with the very impor- 
tant addition, that it had become a part of the P3mcheon inheritance. If 
one of the family did but gurgle in his throat, a bystander would be likely 
enough to whisper, between jest and earnest, “He has Maulers blood to 
drink!’’ The sudden death of a Pyncheon, about a hundred years ago, 
with circumstances very similar to what have been related of the Colonel’s 
exit, was held as giving additional probability to the received opinion on 
this topic. It was considered, moreover, an ugly and ominous circum- 
stance, that Colonel Pyncheon ’s picture — in obedience, it was said, to a 
provision of his will — remained affixed to the wall of the room in which he 
died. Those stern, immitigable features seemed to symbolize an evil influ- 
ence, and so darkly to mingle the shadow of their presence with the sun- 
shine of the passing hour, that no gcod thoughts or purposes could ever 
spring up and blossom there. To tb* thoughtful mind there will be no 
tinge of superstition in what we figun tively express, by affirming that the 
ghost of a dead progenitor — perhaps as a portion of his own punishment 
— is often doomed to become the Evi Genius of his family. 

The Pyncheons, in brief, lived alcng, for the better part of two cen- 
turies, with perhaps less of outward vicissitude than has attended most 
other New England families during the same period of time. Possessing 
very distinctive traits of their own, they nevertheless took the general 
characteristics of the little community in which they dwelt; a town noted 
for its frugal, discreet, well-ordered, and home-loving inhabitants, as well 
as for the somewhat confined scope of its sympathies; but in which, be it 
said, there are odder individuals and, now and then, stranger occur- 
rences, than one meets with almost anywhere else. During the Revolution, 
the Pyncheon of that epoch, adopting the royal side, became a refugee; 
but repented, and made his reappearance, just at the point of time to pre- 
serve the House of the Seven Gables from confiscation. For the last sev- 
enty years the most noted event in the Pyncheon annals had been like- 
wise the heaviest calamity that ever befell the race; no less than the vio- 
lent death — for so it was adjudged — of one member of the family by the 
criminal act of another. Certain circumstances attending this fatal occur- 
rence had brought the deed irresistibly home to a nephew of the deceased 
Pyncheon. The young man was tried and convicted of the crime; but 
either the cirumstantial nature of the evidence, and possibly some lurk- 
ing doubt in the breast of the executive, or, lastly, — an argument of great- 
er weight in a republic than it could have been under a monarchy, — the 
high respectability and political influence of the criminal’s connections^ 
had availed to mitigate his doom from death to perpetual imprisonment. 
This sad affair had chanced about thirty years before the action of our 
story commences. Latterly, there were rumors (which few believed, and 
only one or two felt greatly interested in) that this long-buried man was 
likely, for some reason or other, to be summoned forth from his living 
tomb. 

It is essential to say a few words respecting the victim of this now al- 
most forgotten murder. He was an old bachelor, and possessed of great 
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wealth, in addition to the house and real estate which constituted what 
remained of the ancient Pyncheon property. Being of an eccentric and 
melancholy turn of mind, and greatly given to rummaging old records and 
hearkening to old traditions, he had brought himself, it is averred, to the 
conclusion that Matthew Maule, the wizard, had been foully wronged 
out of his homestead, if not out of his life. Such being the case, and he, 
the old bachelor, in possession of the ill-gotten spoil, — with the black 
stain of blood sunken deep into it, and still to be scented by conscientious 
nostrils, — the question occurred, whether it were not imperative upon 
him, even at this late hour, to make restitution to Maule’s posterity. To a 
man living so much in the past, and so little in the present, as the seclud- 
ed and antiquarian old bachelor, a century and a half seemed not so vast a 
period as to obviate the propriety of substituting right for wrong. It was 
the belief of those who knew him best, that he would positively have 
taken the very singular step of giving up the House of the Seven Gables 
to the representative of Matthew Maule, but for the unspeakable tumult 
which a suspicion of the old gentleman’s project awakened among his 
Pyncheon relatives. Their exertions had the effect of suspending his pur- 
pose; but it was feared that he would perform, after death, by the opera 
tion of his last will, what he had so hardly been prevented from doing in 
his proper lifetime. But there is no one thing which men so rarely do, 
whatever the provocation or inducement, as to bequeath patrimonial 
property away from their own blood. They may love other individuals far 
better than their relatives, — they may even cherish dislike, or positive 
hatred, to the latter; but yet, in view of death, the strong prejudice of 
propijftQuity revives, and impels the testator to send down his estate in 
the line marked out by custom so immemorial that it looks like nature. 
In all the Pyncheons, this feeling had the energy of disease. It was too 
powerful for the conscientious scruples of the old bachelor; at whose 
death, accordingly, the mansion-house, together with most of his other 
riches passed into the possession of his next legal representative. 

This was a nephew, the cousin of the miserable young man who had 
been convicted of the uncle’s murder. The new heir, up to the period of 
his accession, was reckoned rather a dissipated youth, but had at once re- 
formed, and made himself an exceedingly respectable member of society. 
In fact, he showed more of the Pyncheon quality, and had won higher 
eminence in the world than any of his race since the time of the original 
Puritan. Applying himself in earlier manhood to the study of the law, and 
having a natural tendency towards office, he had attained, many years 
ago, to a judicial situation in some inferior court, which gave him for life 
the very desirable and imposing title of judge. Later, he had engaged in 
politics, and served a part of two terms in Congress, besides making a 
considerable figure in both branches of the State legislature. Judge Pyn- 
cheon was unquestionably an honor to his race. He had built himself a 
country-seat within a few miles of his native town, and there spent such 
portions of his time as could be spared from public service in the display 
of every grace and virtue — as a newspaper phrased it, on the eve of an 
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election — ^befitting the Christian, the good citizen, the horticulturist, and 
the gentleman. 

There were few of the Pyncheons left to sun themselves in the glow of 
the Judge’s prosperity. In respect to natural increase, the breed had not 
thriven; it appeared rather to be dying out. The only members of the 
family known to be extant were, first, the Judge himself, and a single sur- 
viving son, who was now travelling in Europe; next, the thirty years’ 
prisoner, already alluded to, and a sister of the latter, who occupied, in an 
extremely retired manner, the House of the Seven Gables, in which she 
had a life-estate by the will of the old bachelor. She was understood to be 
wretchedly poor, and seemed to make it her choice to remain so; inas- 
much as her affluent cousin, the Judge, had repeatedly offered her all th^ 
comforts of life, either in the old m insion or his own modern residence. 
The last and youngest Pyncheon wis a little country-girl of seventeen, 
the daughter of another of the Judgt ’s cousins, who had married a young 
woman of no family or property, and died early and in poor circum- 
stances. His widow had recently takm another husband. 

As for Matthew Maule’s posterit} , it was supposed now to be extinct. 
For a very long period after the witc icraft delusion, however, the Maules 
had continued to inhabit the town where their progenitor had suffered so 
unjust a death. To all appearance, they were a quiet, honest, well-mean- 
ing race of people, cherishing no malice against individuals or the public 
for the wrong which had been done them; or if, at their own fireside, they 
transmitted, from father to child, any hostile recollection of the wizard’s 
fate and their lost patrimony, it was never acted upon, nor openly ex- 
pressed. Nor would it have been singular had they ceased to remember 
that the House of the Seven Gables was resting its heavy framework on a 
foundation that was rightfully their own. There is something so massive, 
stable, and almost irresistibly imposing in the exterior presentment of 
established rank and great possessions, that their very existence seems to 
give them a right to exist; at least, so excellent a counterfeit of right, that 
few poor and humble men have moral force enough to question it, even in 
their secret minds. Such is the case now, after so many ancient prejudices 
have been overthrown; and it was far more so in ante-Revolutionary 
days, when the aristocracy could venture to be proud, and the low were 
content to be abased. Thus the Maules, at all events, kept their resent- 
ments within their own breasts. They were generally poverty-stricken; 
always plebeian and obscure; working with unsuccessful diligence at 
handicrafts ; laboring on the wharves, or following the sea, as sailors be- 
fore the mast; living here and there about the town, in hired tenements, 
and coming finally to the almshouse as the natural home of their old age. 
At last, after creeping as it were, for such a length o^ time, along the ut- 
most verge of the opaque puddle of obscurity, they had taken that down- 
right plunge, which, sooner or later, is the destiny of all families, whether 
princely or plebeian. For thirty years past, neither town-record, nor 
gravestone, nor the directory, nor the knowledge or memory of man, bore 
any trace of Matthew Maule’s descendants. His blood might possibly 
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exist elsewhere; here, where its lowly current could be traced so far back, 
it had ceased to keep an onward course. 

So long as any of the race were to be found, they had been marked out 
from other men — not strikingly, nor as with a sharp line, but with an 
effect that was felt rather than spoken of — by an hereditary character of 
reserve. Their companions, or those who endeavored to become s^^ch, 
grew conscious of a circle round about the Maules, within the sanctity or 
the spell of which, in spite of an exterior of sufficient frankness and good- 
fellowship, it was impossible for any man to step. It was this indefinable 
peculiarity, perhaps, that, by insulating them from human aid, kept them 
always so unfortunate in life. It certainly operated to prolong in theii 
case, and to confirm to them as their only inheritance, those feelings of 
repugnance and superstitious terror with which the people of the town^ 
even after awakening from their frenzy, continued to regard the memory 
of the reputed witches. The mantle, or rather the ragged cloak, of old 
Matthew Maule, had fallen upon his children. They were half believed to 
inherit mysterious attributes; the family eye was said to possess strange 
power. Among other good-for-nothing properties and privileges, one was 
especially assigned them, — that of exercising an influence over people’s 
dreams. The Pyncheons, if all stories were true, haughtily as they bore 
themselves in the noonday streets of their native town, were no better 
than bond-servants to these plebeian Maules, on entering the topsy-turvy 
commonwealth of sleep. Modern psychology, it may be, will endeavor to 
red ice these alleged necromancies within a system, instead of rejecting 
them as altogether fabulous. 

A descriptive paragraph or two, treating of the seven-gabled mansion 
in its more recent aspect, will bring this preliminary chapter to a close. 
The street in which it upreared its venerable peaks has long ceased to be 
a fashionable quarter of the town; so that, though the old edifice was sur- 
rounded by habitations of modern date, they were mostly small, built 
entirely of wood, and typical of the most plodding uniformity of common 
life. Doubtless, however, the whole story of human existence may be lat- 
ent in each of them, but with no picturesqueness, externally, that can 
attract the imagination or sympathy to seek it there. But as for the old 
structure of our story, its white-oak frame, and its boards, shingles, and 
crumbling plaster, and even the huge, clustered chimney in the midst, 
seemed to constitute only the least and meanest part of its reality. So 
much of mankind’s varied experience had passed there, — so much had 
been suffered, and something, too, enjoyed, — that the very timbers were 
oozy, as with the moisture of a heart. It was itself like a great human 
heart, with a life of its own, and full of rich and sombre reminiscences. 

The deep projection of the second story gave the house such a medita- 
tive look, that you could not pass it without the idea that it had secrets to 
keep, and an eventful history to moralize upon. In front, just on the edge 
of the unpaved sidewalk, grew the Pyncheon Elm, which, in reference to 
such trees as one usually meets with, might well be termed gigantic. It 
had been planted by a great-grandson of the first Pyncheon, and, though 
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now fourscore years of age, or perhaps nearer a hundred, was still in its 
strong and broad maturity, throwing its shadow from side to side of the 
street, overtopping the seven gables, and sweeping the whole black roof 
with its pendent foliage. It gave beauty to the old edifice, and seemed to 
make it a part of nature. The street having been widened about forty 
years ago, the front gable was now precisely on a line with it. On either 
side extended a ruinous wooden fence of open lattice-work, through which 
could be seen a grassy yard, and, especially in the angles of the building, 
an enormous fertility of burdocks, with leaves, it is hardly an exaggera- 
tion to say, two or three feet long. Behind the house there appeared to be 
a garden, which undoubtedly had c^nce been extensive, but was now in- 
fringed upon by other enclosures, or shut in by habitations and outbuild- 
ings that stood on another street. ;t would be an omission, trifling, in- 
deed, but unpardonable, were we tc forget the green moss that had long 
since gathered over the projections A the windows, and on the slopes o^ 
the roof; nor must we fail to dire* t the reader’s eye to a crop not oi 
weeds, but flower-shrubs, which wer 3 growing aloft in the air, not a great 
way from the chimney, in the nook 1 letween tw^o of the gables. They were 
called Alice’s Posies. The tradition was, that a certain Alice Pyncheon 
had flung up the seeds, in sport, and that the dust of the street and the 
decay of the roof gradually formed a kind of soil for them, out of which 
they grew, when Alice had long been in her grave. However the flowers 
might have come there, it was both sad and sweet to observe how Nature 
adopted to herself this desolate, decaying, gusty, rusty old house of the 
Pyncheon family; and how the ever-returning summer did her best to 
gladden it with tender beauty, and grew melancholy in the effort. 

There is one other feature, very essential to be noticed, but which, we 
greatly fear, may damage any picturesque and romantic impression which 
we have been willing tc throw over our sketch of this respectable edifice. 
In the front gable, under the impending brow of the second story, and 
contiguous to the street, was a shop-door, divided horizontally in the 
midst, and with a window for its upper segment, such as is often seen in 
dwellings of a somewhat ancient date. This same shop-door had been a 
subject of no slight mortification to the present occupant of the august 
Pyncheon House, as well as to some of her predecessors. The matter is 
disagreeably delicate to handle; but, since the reader must needs be let 
into the secret, he will please to understand, that, about a century ago, 
the head of the Pyncheons found himself involved in serious financial 
difficulties. The fellow (gentleman, as he styled himself) can hardly have 
been other than a spurious interloper ; for, instead of seeking office from 
the king or the royal governor, or urging his hereditary claim to Eastern 
lands, he bethought himself of no better avenue to wealth than by cutting 
a shop-door through the side of his ancestral residence. It was the custom 
of the time, indeed, for merchants to store their goods and transact busi- 
ness in their own dwellings. But there was something pitifully small in 
this old Puncheon’s mode of setting about his commercial operations ; it 
was whispered, that, with his own hands, all berulEfled as they were, he 



2^0 THE WORKS OF HAWTHORNE 

usecMp give change for a shilling, and would turn a half-penny twice 
ove^TO make sure that it was a good one. Beyond all question, he had 
the blood of a petty huckster in his veins, through whatever channel it 
may have found its way there. 

Immediately on his death, the shop-door had been locked, bolted, and 
barred, and, down to the period of our story, had probably never once 
been opened. The old counter, shelves, and other fixtures of the little shop 
remained just as he had left them. It used to be affirmed, that the dead 
shop-keeper, in a white wig, a faded velvet coat, an apron at his waist, 
and his ruffles carefully turned back from his wrists, might be seen 
through the chinks of the shutters, any night of the year, ransacking his 
till, or poring over the dingy pages of his day-book. From the look of un- 
utterable woe upon his face, it appeared to be his doom to spend eternity 
in a vain effort to make his accounts balance. 

And now — in a very humble way, as will be seen — ^we proceed to open 
our narrative. 


II 

The Little Shop-Window 

It still lacked half an hour of sunrise, when Miss Hepzibah Pyncheon — 
we will not say awoke, it being doubtful whether the poor lady had so 
much as closed her eyes during the brief night of midsummer — ^but, at all 
events, arose from her solitary pillow, and began what it would be mock- 
ery to term the adornment of her person. Far from us be the indecorum 
of assisting, even in imagination, at a maiden lady’s toilet 1 Our story 
must therefore await Miss Hepzibah at the threshold of her chamber; 
only presuming, meanwhile, to note some of the heavy sighs that labored 
from her bosom, with little restraint as to their lugubrious depth and 
volume of sound, inasmuch as they could be audible to nobody save a dis- 
embodied listener like ourself. The Old Maid was alone in the old house. 
Alone, except for a certain respectable and orderly young man, an artist 
in the daguerreotype line, who, for about three months back, had been a 
lodger in a remote gable, — quite a house by itself, indeed, — ^with locks, 
bolts, and oaken bars on all the intervening doors. Inaudible, conse- 
quently, were poor Miss Hepzibah ’s gusty sighs. Inaudible the creaking 
joints of her stiffened knees, as she knelt down by the bedside. And in- 
audible, too, by mortal ear, but heard with all-comprehending love and 
pity in the farthest heaven, that almost agony of prayer — now whispered, 
now a groan, now a struggling silence — wherewith she besought the Di- 
vine assistance through the day! Evidently, this is to be a day of more 
ihan ordinary trial to Miss Hepzibah, who, for above a quarter of a cen- 
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lury gone by, has dwelt in strict seclusion, taking no part in the business 
of life, and just as little in its intercourse and pleasures. Not with such 
fervor prays the torpid recluse, looking forward to the cold, sunless, stag- 
nant calm of a day that is to be like innumerable yesterdays! 

The maiden lady’s devotions are concluded. Will she now issue forth 
over the threshold of our story? Not yet, by many moments. First, every 
drawer in the tall, old-fashioned bureau is to be opened, with difficulty, 
and with a succession of spasmodic jerks; then, all must close again, with 
the same fidgety reluctance. There is a rustling of stiff silks; a tread of 
backward and forward footsteps to and fro across the chamber. We sus- 
pect Miss Hepzibah, moreover, of taking a step upward into a chair, in 
order to give heedful regard to her appearance on all sides, and at full 
length, in the oval, dingy- framed toilet-glass, that hangs above her table. 
Truly! well, indeed! who would have thought it! Is all this precious time 
to be lavished on the matutinal repa ir and beautifying of an elderly per 
son, who never goes abroad, whom lobody ever visits, and from whom, 
when she shall have done her utmost it were the best charity to turn one's 
eyes another way? 

Now she is almost ready. Let us pardon her one other pause; for it is 
given to the sole sentiment, or, we might better say, — heightened and 
rendered intense, as it has been, by sorrow and seclusion, — to the strong 
passion of her life. We heard the turning of a key in a small lock; she has 
opened a secret drawer of an escritoire, and is probably looking at a cer- 
tain miniature, done in IMalbone’s most perfect style, and representing a 
face worthy of no less delicate a pencil. It was once our good fortune to 
see this picture. It is a likeness of a young man, in a silken dressing- 
gown of an old fashion, the soft richness of which is well adapted to the 
countenance of reverie, with its full, tender lips, and beautiful eyes, that 
seem to indicate not so much capacity of thought, as gentle and voluptu- 
ous emotion. Of the possessor of such features we shall have a right to 
ask nothing, except that he would take the rude world easily, and make 
himself happy in it. Can it have been an early lover of Miss Hepzibah? 
No; she never had a lover — poor thing, how could she? — nor ever knew, 
by her own experience, what love technically means. And yet, her undy- 
ing faith and trust, her fresh remembrance, and continual devotedness 
towards the original of that miniature, have been the only substance for 
her heart to feed upon. 

She seems to have put aside the miniature, and is standing again be- 
fore the toilet-glass. There are tears to be wiped off. A few more foot- 
steps to and fro; and here, at last, — with another pitiful sigh, like a gusl 
of chill, damp wind out of a long-closed vault, the door of which has 
accidentally been set ajar, — here comes Miss Hepzibah Pyncheon! Forth 
she steps into the dusky, time-darkened passage; a tall figure, clad ir 
black silk, with a long and shrunken waist, feeling her way towards the 
stairs like a near-sighted person, as in truth she is. 

The sun, meanwhile, if not ^ready above the horizon, was ascending 
nearer and nearer to its verge. A few clouds, fk)ating high upward, caught 
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some of the earliest light, and threw down its golden gleam on the win- 
dows of all the houses in the street, not forgetting the House of the Seven 
Gables, which — many such sunrises as it had witnessed — looked cheer- 
fully at the present one. The reflected radiance served to show, pretty 
distinctly, the aspect and arrangement of the room which Hepzibah en- 
tered, after descending the stairs. It was a low-studded room, with a 
beam across the ceiling, panelled with dark wood, and having a large 
chimney-piece, set round with pictured tiles, but now closed by an iron 
fire-board, through which ran the funnel of a modern stove. There was a 
carpet on the floor, originally of rich texture, but so worn and faded in 
these latter years that its once brilliant figure had quite vanished into one 
indistinguishable hue. In the way of furniture, there were two tables: 
Dne, constructed with perplexing intricacy and exhibiting as many feet as 
a centipede ; the other, most delicately wrought, with four long and slen- 
der legs, so apparently frail that it was almost incredible w^hat a length of 
time the ancient tea-table had stood upon them. Half a dozen chairs stood 
about the room, straight and stiff, and so ingeniously contrived for the 
discomfort of the human person that they were irksome even to sight, and 
conveyed the ugliest possible idea of the state of society to which they 
could have been adapted. One exception there was, however, in a very 
antique elbow-chair, with a high back, carved elaborately in oak, and a 
roomy depth within its arms, that made up, by its spacious comprehen- 
siveness, for the lack of any of those artistic curves which abound in a 
modem chair. 

As for ornamental articles of furniture, we recollect but two, if such 
they may be called. One was a map of the Pyncheon territory at the 
eastward, not engraved, but the handiwork of some skilful old draughts- 
man, and grotesquely illuminated with pictures of Indians and wild 
beasts, among which was seen a lion; the natural history of the region 
being as little known as its geography, which was put down most fantas- 
tically awry. The other adornment was the portrait of old Colonel Pyn- 
cheon, at two thirds length, representing the stern features of a Puritanic- 
looking personage, in a skull-cap, with a laced band and a grizzly beard; 
holding a Bible with one hand, and in the other uplifting an iron sword- 
hilt. The latter object, being more successfully depicted by the artist, 
stood out in far greater prominence than the sacred volume. Face to face 
with this picture, on entering the apartment. Miss Hepzibah Pyncheon 
came to a pause; regarding it with a singular scowl, a strange contortion 
of the brow, which, by people who did not know her, would probably have 
been interpreted as an expression of bitter anger and ill-will. But it was 
no such thing. She, in fact, felt a reverence for the pictured visage, of 
which only a far-descended and time-stricken virgin could be susceptible ; 
and this forbidding scowl was the innocent result of her near-sightedness, 
and an effort so to concentrate her powers of vision as to substitute a firm 
outline of the object instead of a vague one. 

We must linger a moment on this unfortunate expression of poor Hep- 
zibah’s brow. Her scowl, — as the world, or such part of it as sometimes 
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caught a transitory glimpse of her at the window, wickedly persisted in 
calling it, — her scowl had done Miss Hepzibah a very ill office, in estab- 
lishing her character as an ill-tempered old maid ; nor does it appear im- 
probable that, by often gazing at herself in a dim looking-glass, and per- 
petually encountering her own frown within its ghostly sphere, she had 
been led to interpret the expression almost as unjustly as the world did. 
^^How miserably cross I look! ” she must often have whispered to herself; 
and ultimately have fancied herself so, by a sense of inevitable doom. 
But her heart never frowned. It was naturally tender, sensitive, and full 
of little tremors and palpitations; all of which weaknesses it retained, 
while her visage was growing so perversely stern, and even fierce. Nor 
had Hepzibah ever any hardihood except what came from the very 
warmest nook in her affections. 

All this time, however, we are loitering faint-heartedly on the threshold 
of our story. In very truth, we have an invincible reluctance to disclose 
what Miss Hepzibah Pyncheon was a )out to do. 

It has already been observed, that , in the basement story of the gable 
fronting on the street, an unworthy ancestor, nearly a century ago, had 
fitted up a shop. Ever since the old g mtleman retired from trade, and fell 
asleep under his coffin-lid, not only t^ie shop-door, but the inner arrange- 
ments, had been suffered to remain unchanged; while the dust of ages 
gathered inch-deep over the shelves and counter, and partly filled an old 
pair of scales, as if it were of value enough to be weighed. It treasured 
itself up, too, in the half-open till, where there still lingered a base six- 
pence, worth neither more nor less than the hereditary pride which had 
been put to shame. Such had been the state and condition of the little 
shop in old Hepzibah ^s childhood, when she and her brother used to play 
at hide-and-seek in its forsaken precincts. So it had remained, until within 
a few days past. 

But now, though the shop-window was still closely curtained from the 
public gaze, a remarkable change had taken place in its interior. The rich 
and heavy festoons of cobweb, which it had cost a long ancestral succes- 
sion of spiders their life’s labor to spin and weave, had been carefully 
brushed away from the ceiling. The counter, shelves, and floor had all 
been scoured, and the latter was overstrewn with fresh blue sand. The 
brown scales, too, had evidently undergone rigid discipline, in an unavail- 
ing effort to rub off the rust, which, alas! had eaten through and through 
their substance. Neither was the little old shop any longer empty of mer- 
chantable goods. A curious eye, privileged to take an account of stock, 
and investigate behind the counter, would have discovered a barrel, — 
yea, two or three barrels and half ditto, — one containing flour, another 
apples, and a third, perhaps, Indian meal. There was likewise a square 
box of pine-wood, full of soap in bars; also, another of the same size, in 
which were tallow-candles, ten to the pound. A small stock of brown 
sugar, some white beans and split peas, and a few other commodities of 
low price, and such as are constantly in demand, made up the bulkier 
portion of the merchandise. It might have been taken for a ghostly or 
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phantasmagoric reflection of the old shop-keeper Pyncheon^s shabbily 
provided shelves, save that some of the articles were of a description and 
outward form which could hardly have been known in his day. For in- 
stance, there was a glass pickle-jar, filled with fragments of Gibraltar 
rock; not, indeed, splinters of the veritable stone foundation of the fa- 
mous fortress, but bits of delectable candy, neatly done up in white paper. 
Jim Crow, moreover, was seen executing his world-renowned dance, in 
gingerbread. A party of leaden dragoons were galloping along one of the 
shelves, in equipments and uniform of modern cut; and there were some 
sugar figures, with no strong resemblance to the humanity of any epoch, 
but less unsatisfactorily representing our own fashions than those of a 
hundred years ago. Another phenomenon, still more strikingly modern, 
was a package of lucifer matches, which, in old times, would have been 
thought actually to borrow their instantaneous flame from the nether fires 
of Tophet. 

In short, to bring the matter at once to a point, it was incontrovertibly 
evident that somebody had taken the shop and fixtures of the long-retired 
and forgotten Mr. Pyncheon, and was about to renew the enterprise of 
that departed worthy, with a different set of customers. Who could this 
bold adventurer be? And, of all places in the world, why had he chosen 
ihe House of the Seven Gables as the scene of his commercial specu- 
lations? 

We return to the elderly maiden. She at length withdrew her eyes from 
the dark countenance of the ColoneFs portrait, heaved a sigh, — indeed, 
her breast was a very cave of ^olus that morning, — and stept across the 
room on tiptoe, as is the customary gait of elderly women. Passing 
through an intervening passage, she opened a door that communicated 
with the shop, just now so elaborately described. Owing to the projection 
of the upper story — and still more to the thick shadow of the Pyncheon 
Elm, which stood almost directly in front of the gable — the twilight, here, 
was still as much akin to night as morning. Another heavy sigh from Miss 
Hepzibah! After a moment’s pause on the threshold, peering towards the 
window with her near-sighted scowl, as if frowning down some bitter 
enemy, she suddenly projected herself into the shop. The haste, and, as it 
were, the galvanic impulse of the movement, were really quite startling. 

Nervously — in a sort of frenzy, we might almost say — she began to 
busy herself in arranging some children’s playthings, and other little 
wares, on the shelves and at the shop-window. In the aspect of this dark- 
arrayed, pale-faced, lady-like old figure there was a deeply tragic char- 
acter that contrasted irreconcilably with the ludicrous pettiness of her 
employment. It seemed a queer anomaly, that so gaunt and dismal a per- 
sonage should take a toy in hand; a miracle, that the toy did not vanish 
in her grasp; a miserably absurd idea, that she should go on perplexing 
her stiff and sombre intellect with the question how to tempt little boys 
into her premises! Yet such is undoubtedly her object. Now she places a 
gingerbread elephant against the window, but with so tremulous a touch 
that it tumbles upon the floor, with the dismemberment of three legs and 
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its trunk ; it has ceased to be an elephant, and has become a few bits of 
musty gingerbread. There, again, she has upset a tumbler of marbles, all 
of which roll different ways, and each individual marble, devil-directed, 
into the most difficult obscurity that it can find. Heaven help our poor 
old Hepzibah, and forgive us for taking a ludicrous view of her position! 
As her rigid and rusty frame goes down upon its hands and knees, in 
quest of the absconding marbles, we positively feel so much the more in- 
clined to shed tears of sympathy, from the very fact that we must needs 
turn aside and laugh at her. For here, — and if we fail to impress it suit- 
ably upon the reader, it is our own fault, not that of the theme, — here is 
one of the truest points of melanchol v interest that occur in ordinary life. 
It was the final throe of what called tself old gentility. A lady — who had 
fed herself from childhood with the soadowy food of aristocratic reminis- 
cences, and whose religion it was th^ t a lady’s hand soils itself irremedi- 
ably by doing aught for bread — this born lady, after sixty years of nar- 
rowing means, is fain to step down f om her pedestal of imaginary rank. 
Poverty, treading closely at her heels for a lifetime, has come up with her 
at last. She must earn her own food, or starve! And we have stolen upon 
Miss Hepzibah Pyncheon, too irrev* rently, at the instant of time when 
tlie patrician lady is to be transformed into the plebeian woman. 

In this republican country, amid the fluctuating waves of our social 
life, somebody is always at the drowning-point. The tragedy is enacted 
with as continual a repetition as that of a popular drama on a holiday; 
and, nevertheless, is felt as deeply, perhaps, as when an hereditary noble 
sinks below his order. More deeply; since, with us, rank is the grosser sub- 
stance of wealth and a splendid establishment, and has no spiritual exist- 
ence after the death of these, but dies hopelessly along with them. And, 
therefore, since we have been unfortunate enough to introduce our hero- 
ine at so inauspicious a juncture, we would entreat for a mood of due sol- 
emnity in the spectators of her fate Let us behold, in poor Hepzibah, the 
immemorial lady, — two hundred years old, on this side of the water, and 
thrice as many on the other, — with her antique portraits, pedigrees, coats 
of arms, records and traditions, and her claim, as joint heiress, to that 
princely territory at the eastward, no longer a wilderness, but a populous 
fertility, — born, too, in Pyncheon Street, undei the Pyncheon Elm, and 
in the Pyncheon House, where she has spent all her days, — reduced now, 
in that very house, to be the hucksteress of a cent-shop. 

This business of setting up a petty shop is almost the only resource of 
women, in circumstances at all similar to those of our unfortunate recluse. 
With her near-sightedness, and those tremulous fingers of hers, at once 
inflexible and delicate, she could not be a seamstress ; although her sam- 
pler, of fifty years gone by, exhibited some of the most recondite speci- 
mens of ornamental needlework. A school for little children had been 
often in her thoughts; and, at one time, she had begun a review of her 
early studies in the New England Primer, with a view to prepare herself 
for the office of instructress. But the love of children had never been 
quickened in Hepzibah’s heart, and was now torpid, if not extinct; she 
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watched the little people of the neighborhood from her chamber-window, 
and doubted whether she could tolerate a more intimate acquaintance 
with them. Besides, in our day, the very ABC has become a science 
greatly too abstruse to be any longer taught by pointing a pin from letter 
to letter. A modern child could teach old Hepzibah more than old Hepzi- 
bah could teach the child. So — with many a cold, deep heart-quake at 
the idea of at last coming into sordid contact with the world, from which 
she had so long kept aloof, while every added day of seclusion had rolled 
another stone against the cavern-door of her hermitage — the poor thing 
bethought herself of the ancient shop-window, the rusty scales, and dusty 
till. She might have held back a little longer; but another circumstance, 
not yet hinted at, had somewhat hastened her decision. Her humble 
preparations, therefore, were duly made, and the enterprise was now to 
be commenced. Nor was she entitled to complain of any remarkable sin- 
gularity in her fate; for, in the town of her nativity, we might point to 
several little shops of a similar description, some of them in houses as 
ancient as that of the Seven Gables; and one or two, it may be, where a 
decayed gentlewoman stands behind the counter, as grim an image of 
family pride as Miss Hepzibah Pyncheon herself. 

It was overpoweringly ridiculous — we must honestly confess it — the 
deportment of the maiden lady while setting her shop in order for the 
public eye. She stole on tiptoe to the window, as cautiously as if she con- 
ceived some bloody-minded villain to be watching behind the elm-tree, 
with intent to take her life. Stretching out her long, lank arm, she put a 
paper of pearl buttons, a jew’s-harp, or whatever the small article might 
be, in its destined place, and straightway vanished back into the dusk, as 
if the world need never hope for another glimpse of her. It might have 
been fancied, indeed, that she expected to minister to the wants of the 
community unseen, like a disembodied divinity or enchantress, holding 
forth her bargains to the reverential and awe-stricken purchaser in an 
invisible hand. But Hepzibah had no such flattering dream. She was well 
aware that she must ultimately come forward, and stand revealed in her 
proper individuality; but, like other sensitive persons, she could not bear 
to be observed in the gradual process, and chose rather to flash forth on 
the world’s astonished gaze at once. 

The inevitable moment was not much longer to be delayed. The sun- 
shine might now be seen stealing down the front of the opposite house, 
from the windows of which came a reflected gleam, struggling through 
the boughs of the elm-tree, and enlightening the interior of the shop more 
distinctly than heretofore The town appeared to be waking up. A baker’s 
cart had already rattled through the street, chasing away the latest ves- 
tige of night’s sanctity with the jingle-jangle of its dissonant bells. A 
milkman was distributing the contents of his cans from door to door; 
and the harsh peal of a fisherman’s conch-shell was heard far off, around 
the corner None of these tokens escaped Hepzibah’s notice. The moment 
had arrived. To delay longer would be only tc lengthen out her misery. 
Nothing remained, except to take down the bar from the shop-door, leav- 
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ing the entrance free — more than free — welcome, as if all were household 
friends — to every passer-by, whose eyes might be attracted by the com 
modifies at the window. This last act Hepzibah now performed, letting 
the bar fall with what smote upon her excited nerves as a most astound- 
ing clatter. Then — as if the only barrier betwixt herself and the world 
had been thrown down, and a flood of evil consequences would come 
tumbling through the gap — she fled into the inner parlor, threw herself 
into the ancestral elbow-chair, and wept. 

Our miserable old Hepzibah! It is a heavy annoyance to a writer, who 
endeavors to represent nature, its various attitudes and circumstances, in 
a reasonably correct outline and true coloring, that so much of the mean 
and ludicrous should be hopelessly mixed up with the purest pathos which 
life anywhere supplies to him. What tragic dignity, for example^ can be 
wrought into a scene like this! How c an we elevate our history of retribu- 
tion for the sin of long ago, when, air one of our most prominent figures, 
we are compelled to introduce — not a young and lovely woman, nor even 
the stately remains of beauty, storm-shattered by affliction — but a gaunt, 
sallow, rusty-jointed maiden, in a loag-waisted silk gown, and with the 
strange horror of a turban on her head! Her visage is not even ugly. It is 
redeemed from insignificance only 1 y the contraction of her eyebrows 
into a near-sighted scowl. And, finally, her great life-trial seems to be, 
that, after sixty years of idleness, she finds it convenient to earn com- 
fortable bread by setting up a shop in a small way. Nevertheless, if we 
look through all the heroic fortunes of mankind, we shall find this same 
entanglement of something mean and trivial with whatever is noblest in 
joy or sorrow. Life is made up of marble and mud. And, without all the 
deeper trust in a comprehensive sympathy above us, we might hence be 
led to suspect the insult of a sneer, as well as an immitigable frown, on 
the iron countenance of fate. What is called poetic insight is the gift of 
discerning, in this sphere of strangely mingled elements, the beauty and 
the majesty which are compelled to assume a garb so sordid. 


Ill 

The First Customer 

Miss Hepzibah Pyncheon sat in the oaken elbow-chair, with her hands 
over her face, giving way to that heavy down-sinking of the heart which 
most persons have experienced, when the image of hope itself seems pon- 
derously moulded of lead, on the eve of an enterprise at once doubtful 
and momentous. She was suddenly startled by the tinkling alarum — high, 
sharp, and irregular — of a little bell. The maiden lady arose upon her 
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feet, as pale as a ghost at cock-crow; for she was an enslaved spirit, and 
this the talisman to which she owed obedience. This little bell, — to speak 
m plainer terms, — being fastened over the shop-door, was so contrived as 
to vibrate by means of a steel spring, and thus convey notice to the inner 
regions of the house when any customer should cross the threshold. Its 
ugly and spiteful little din (heard now for the first time, perhaps, sinc^ 
Hepzibah’s periwigged predecessor had retired from trade) at once set 
every nerve of her body in responsive and tumultuous vibration. The cri- 
sis was upon her ! Her first customer was at the door ! 

Without giving herself time for a second thought, she rushed into the 
shop, pale, wild, desperate in gesture and expression, scowling porten- 
tously, and looking far better qualified to do fierce battle with a house- 
breaker than to stand smiling behind the counter, bartering small wares 
for a copper recompense. Any ordinary customer, indeed, would have 
turned his back and fled. And yet there was nothing fierce in Hepzibah’s 
poor old heart; nor had she, at the moment, a single bitter thought 
against the world at large, or one individual man or woman. She wished 
them all well, but wished, too, that she herself were done with them, and 
in her quiet grave. 

The applicant, by this time, stood within the doorway. Coming freshly, 
as he did, out of the morning light, he appeared to have brought some of 
its cheery influences into the shop along with him. It was a slender young 
man, not more than one or two and twenty years old, with rather a grave 
and thoughtful expression for his years, but likewise a springy alacrity 
and vigor. These qualities were not only perceptible, physically, in his 
make and motions, but made themselves felt almost immediately in his 
character. A brown beard, not too silken in its texture, fringed his chin, 
but as yet without completely hiding it; he wore a short mustache, too, 
and his dark, high-featured countenance looked all the better for these 
natural ornaments. As for his dress, it was of the simplest kind; a summer 
sack of cheap and ordinary material, thin checkered pantaloons, and a 
straw hat, by no means of the finest braid. Oak Hall might have sup- 
plied his entire equipment. He was chiefly marked as a gentleman — if 
such, indeed, he made any claim to be — by the rather remarkable white- 
ness and nicety of his clean linen. 

He met the scowl of old Hepzibah without apparent alarm, as having 
heretofore encountered it and found it harmless. 

“So, my dear Miss Pyncheon,” said the daguerreotypist, — for it was 
that sole other occupant of the seven-gabled mansion, — “I am glad to see 
that you have not shrunk from your good purpose. I merely look in to 
offer my best wishes, and to ask if I can assist you any further in your 
preparations.” 

People in difficulty and distress, or in any manner at odds with the 
world, can endure a vast amount of harsh treatment, and perhaps be only 
the stronger for it; whereas they give way at once before the simplest 
expression of what they perceive to be genuine sympathy. So it proved 
with poor Hepzibah; for, when she saw the young man’s smile, — ^looking 
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so much the brighter on a thoughtful face, — and heard his kindly tone, 
she broke first into a hysteric giggle and then began to sob. 

‘'Ah, Mr. Holgrave,” cried she, as soon as she could speak, “I never can 
go through with it I Never, never, never! I wish I were dead, and in the 
old family-tomb, with all my forefathers! With my father, and my 
mother, and my sister! Yes, and with my brother, who had far better find 
me there than here! The world is too chill and hard, — and I am too old, 
and too feeble, and too hopeless! ” 

“Oh, believe me, Miss Hepzibah,’ said the young man, quietly, “these 
feelings will not trouble you any longer, after you are once fairly in the 
midst of your enterprise. They are unavoidable at this moment, standing, 
as you do, on the outer verge of your long seclusion, and peopling the 
world with ugly shapes, which you will soon find to be as unreal as the 
giants and ogres of a child’s story-b< ’ok. I find nothing so singulai in life, 
as that everything appears to lose i s substance the instant one actuall}’ 
grapples with it. So it will be with w lat you think so terrible.” 

“But I am a woman! ” said Hepzi )ah, piteously. “I was going to say, a 
lady, — but I consider that as past.” 

“Well; no matter if it be past! ” aoswered the artist, a strange gleam of 
half-hidden sarcasm flashing througii the kindliness of his manner. “Lei 
it go! You are the better without it. I speak frankly, my dear Miss Pyn- 
cheon! for are we not friends? I look upon this as one of the fortunate 
days of your life. It ends an epoch and begins one. Hitherto, the lifeblood 
has been gradually chilling in your veins as you sat aloof, within your 
circle of gentility, while the rest of the world was fighting out its battle 
with one kind of necessity or another. Henceforth, you will at least have 
the sense of healthy and natural effort for a purpose, and of lending your 
strength — be it great or small — to the united struggle of mankind. This 
is success, — all the success that anybody meets with! ” 

“It is natural enough, Mr. Holgrave, that you should have ideas like 
these,” rejoined Hepzibah, drawing up her gaunt figure, with slightly 
offended dignity. “You are a man, a young man, and brought up, I sup- 
pose, as almost everybody is nowadays, with a view to seeking your for- 
tune. But I was born a lady, and have always lived one; no matter in 
what narrowness of means, always a lady ! ” 

“But I was not born a gentleman; neither have I lived like one,” said 
Holgrave, slightly smiling; “so, my dear madam, you will hardly expect 
me to sympathize with sensibilities of this kind; though, unless I deceive 
myself, I have some imperfect comprehension of them. These names of 
gentleman and lady had a meaning, in the past history of the world, and 
conferred privileges, desirable or otherwise, on those entitled to bear 
them. In the present — and still more in the future condition of society — 
they imply, not privilege, but restriction! ” 

“These are new notions,” said the old gentlewoman, shaking her head. 
“I shall never understand tnem; neither do I wish it.” 

“We will cease to speak of them, then,” replied the artist, with a 
friendlier smile than his last one, “and I will leave you to feel whether it 
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is riot better to be a true woman than a lady. Do you really think, Miss 
Hepzibah, that any lady of your family has ever done a more heroic 
thing, since this house was built, than you are performing in it to-day? 
Never; and if the Pyncheons had always acted so nobly, I doubt whether 
an old wizard Maule’s anathema, of which you told me once, would have 
had much weight with Providence against them.” 

“Ah! — no, no!” said Hepzibah, not displeased at this allusion to the 
sombre dignity of an inherited curse. “If old Maule’s ghost, or a de- 
scendant of his, could see me behind the counter to-day, he would call it 
the fulfilment of his worst wishes. But I thank you for your kindness, Mr. 
Holgrave, and will do my utmost to be a good shop-keeper.” 

“Pray do,” said Holgrave, “and let me have the pleasure of being your 
first customer. I am about taking a walk to the sea-shore, before going to 
my rooms, where I misuse Heaven’s blessed sunshine by tracing out 
human features through its agency. A few of those biscuits dipt in sea- 
water, will be just what I need for breakfast. What is the price of half a 
dozen?” 

“Let me be a lady a moment longer,” replied Hepzibah, with a manner 
of antique stateliness to which a melancholy smile lent a kind of grace. 
She put the biscuits into his hand, but rejected the compensation. “A 
Pyncheon must not, at all events under her forefathers’ roof, receive 
money for a morsel of bread from her only friend! ” 

Holgrave took his departure, leaving her, for the moment, with spirits 
not quite so much depressed. Soon, however, they had subsided nearly to 
their former dead level. With a beating heart, she listened to the footsteps 
of early passengers, which now began to be frequent along the street. 
Once or twice they seemed to linger; these strangers, or neighbors, as the 
case might be, were looking at the display of toys and petty commodities 
in Hepzibah ’s shop-window. She was doubly tortured; in part, with a 
sense of overwhelming shame that strange and unloving eyes should have 
the privilege of gazing, and partly because the idea occurred to her, with 
ridiculous importunity, that the window was not arranged so skilfully, 
nor nearly to so much advantage, as it might have been. It seemed as if 
the whole fortune or failure of her shop might depend on the display of a 
different set of articles, or substituting a fairer apple for one which ap- 
peared to be specked. So she made the change, and straightway fancied 
that everything was spoiled by it; not recognizing that it was the ner- 
vousness of the juncture, and her own native squeamishness as an old 
maid, that wrought all the seeming mischief. 

Anon, there was an encounter, just at the door-step, betwixt two labor- 
ing men, as their rough voices denoted them to be. After some slight talk 
about their own affairs, one of them chanced to notice the shop-window, 
and directed the other’s attention to it. 

“See here!” cried he; “what do you think of this? Trade seems to be 
looking up in P3mcheon Street! ” 

“Well, well, this is a sight, to be sure!” exclahned the other. “In the 
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old Pyncheon House, and underneath the Pyncheon Elm! Who would 
have thought it? Old Maid Pyncheon is setting up a cent-shop!” 

“Will she make it go, think you, Dixey?” said his friend. “I don’t call 
it a very good stand. There’s another shop just round the comer.” 

“Make it go!” cried Dixey, with a most contemptuous expression, as 
if the very idea were impossible to be conceived. “Not a bit of it! Why, 
her face — I’ve seen it, for I dug her garden for her one year — ^her face is 
enough to frighten the Old Nick himself, if he had ever so great a mind 
to trade with her. People can’t stand it, I tell you! She scowls dreadfully, 
reason or none, out of pure ugliness of temper! ” 

“Well, that’s not so much mattei,” remarked the other man. '‘These 
sour-tempered folks are mostly hanc<y at business, and know pretty well 
what they are about. But, as you sa I don’t think she’ll do much. This 
business of keeping cent-shops is ov‘^rdone, like all other kinds o\ trade, 
handicraft, and bodily labor. I know it, to my cost! My wife kept a cent- 
shop three months, and lost five dolla *s on her outlay! ” 

“Poor business! ” responded Dixey, in a tone as if he were shaking his 
head, — “poor business! ” 

For some reason or other, not ve y easy to analyze there had hardlj 
been so bitter a pang in all her previous misery about the matter as what 
thrilled Hepzib^’s heart, on overhearing the above conversation. The 
testimony in regard to her scowl was frightfully important; it seemed to 
hold up her image wholly relieved from the false light of her self-partiali- 
ties, and so hideous that she dared not look at it. She was absurdly hurt, 
moreover, by the slight and idle effect that her setting up shop — an event 
of such breathless interest to herself — appeared to have upon the public, 
of which these two men were the nearest representatives. A glance; a 
passing word or two; a coarse laugh; and she was doubtless forgotten 
before they turned the corner! They cared nothing for her dignity, and 
just as little for her degradation. Then, also, the augury of ill-success, 
uttered from the sure wisdom of experience, fell upon her half-dead hope 
like a clod into a grave. The man’s wife had already tried the same ex- 
periment, and failed! How could the born lady, — the recluse of half a 
lifetime, utterly unpractised in the world, at sixty years of age, — how 
could she ever dream of succeeding, when the hard, vulgar, keen, busy, 
hackneyed New England woman had lost five dollars on her little outlay! 
Success presented itself as an impossibility, and the hope of it as a wild 
hallucination. 

Some malevolent spirit, doing his utmost to drive Hepzibah mad, un- 
rolled before her imagination a kind of panorama, representing the great 
thoroughfare of a city all astir with customers. So many and so magnifi- 
cent shops as there were! Groceries, toy-shops, drygoods stores, with 
their immense panes of plate-glass, their gorgeous fixtures, their vast and 
complete assortments of merchandise, in which fortunes had been in- 
vested; and those noble mirrors at the farther end of each establishment, 
doubling all this wealth by a brightly burnished vista of unrealities! On 
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one side of the street this splendid bazaar, with a multitude of perfumed 
and glossy salesmen, smirking, smiling, bowing, and measuring out the 
goods. On the other, the dusky old House of the Seven Gables, with the 
antiquated shop-window under its projecting story, and Hepzibah her- 
self, in a gown of rusty black silk, behind the counter, scowling at the 
world as it went by! This mighty contrast thrust itself forward as a ^air 
expression of the (^ds against which she was to begin her struggle for a 
subsistence. Success? Preposterous! She would never think of it again! 
The house might just as well be buried in an eternal fog while all other 
houses had the sunshine on them; for not a foot would ever cross the 
threshold, nor a hand so much as try the door! 

But, at this instant, the shop-bell, right over her head, tinkled as if it 
were bewitched. The old gentlewoman’s heart seemed to be attached to 
the same steel spring, for it went through a series of sharp jerks, in unison 
with the sound. The door was thrust open, although no human form was 
perceptible on the other side of the half-window. Hepzibah, nevertheless, 
stood at a gaze, with her hands clasped, looking very much as if she had 
summoned up an evil spirit, and were afraid, yet resolved, to hazard the 
encounter. 

^^Heaven help me! ” she groaned, mentally. ^^Now is my hour of need! ” 

The door, which moved with difficulty on its creaking and rusty hinges, 
being forced quite open, a square and sturdy little urchin became appar- 
ent, with cheeks as red as an apple. He was clad rather shabbily (but, as 
it seemed, more owing to his mother’s carelessness than his father’s pov- 
erty), in a blue apron, very wide and short trousers, shoes somewhat out 
at the toes, and a chip-hat, with the frizzles of his curly hair sticking 
through its crevices. A book and a small slate, under his arm, indicated 
that he was on his way to school. He stared at Hepzibah a moment, as an 
elder customer than himself would have been likely enough to do, not 
knowing what to make of the tragic attitude and queer scowl wherewith 
she regarded him. 

“Well, child,” said she, taking heart at sight of a personage so little 
formidable, — “well, my child, what did you wish for?” 

“That Jim Crow there in the window,” answered the urchin, holding 
out a cent, and pointing to the gingerbread figure that had attracted his 
notice, as he loitered along to school; “the one that has not a broken 
foot.” 

So Hepzibah put forth her lank arm, and, taking the effigy from the 
shop-window, delivered it to her first customer. 

“No matter for the money,” said she, giving him a little push towards 
the door; for her old gentility was contumaciously squeamish at sight of 
the copper coin, and, besides, it seemed such pitiful meanness to take the 
child’s pocket-money in exchange for a bit of stale gingerbread. “No mat- 
ter for the cent. You are welcome to Jim Crow.” 

The child, staring with round eyes at this instance of liberality, wholly 
unprecedented in his large experience of cent-shops, took the man of 
gingerbread, and quitted the premises. No sooner had he reached the side- 
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walk (little cannibal that he was!) than Jim Crowds head was in his 
mouth. As he had not been careful to shut the door, Hepzibah was at the 
pains of closing it after him, with a pettish ejaculation or two about the 
troublesomeness of young people, and particularly of small boys. She 
had just placed another representative of the renowned Jim Crow at the 
window, when again the shop-bell tinkled clamorously, and again the door 
being thrust open, with its characteristic jerk and jar, disclosed the same 
sturdy little urchin who, precisely two minutes ago, had made his exit. 
The crumbs and discoloration of the cannibal feast, as yet hardly con- 
summated, were exceedingly visible about his mouth. 

“What is it now, child?’’ asked the maiden lady, rather impatiently; 
“did you come back to shut the door?’ 

“No,” answered the urchin, pointi-ig to the figure that had just been 
put up; “I want that other Jim Crow.’ 

“Well, here it is for you,” said Hepzibah, reaching it down; but rec- 
ognizing that this pertinacious custon ler would not quit her on any other 
terms, so long as she had a gingerbread figure in her shop, she partly drew 
back her extended hand, “Where is tht cent?” 

The little boy had the cent ready, but, like a true-born Yankee, would 
have preferred the better bargain to the worse. Looking somewhat cha- 
grined, he put the coin into Hepzibali’s hand, and departed, sending the 
second Jim Crow in quest of the former one. The new shopkeeper dropped 
the first solid result of her commercial enterprise into the till. It was 
done! The sordid stain of that copper coin could never be washed away 
from her palm. The little school-boy, aided by the impish figure of the 
negro dancer, had wrought an irreparable ruin. The structure of ancient 
aristocracy had been demolished by him, even as if his childish gripe had 
torn down the seven-gabled mansion. Now let Hepzibah turn the old 
Pyncheon portraits with their faces to the wall, and take the map of her 
Eastern territory to kindle the kitchen fire, and blow up the flame with 
the empty breath of her ancestral traditions! What had she to do with 
ancestry? Nothing; no more than with posterity! No lady, now, but 
simply Hepzibah Pyncheon, a forlorn old maid, and keeper of a cent' 
shop! 

Nevertheless, even while she paraded these ideas somewhat ostenta- 
tiously through her mind, it is altogether surprising what a calmness had 
come over her. The anxiety and misgivings which had tormented her, 
whether asleep or in melancholy day-dreams, ever since her project began 
to take an aspect of solidity, had now vanished quite away. She felt the 
novelty of her position, indeed, but no longer with disturbance or af- 
fright. Now and then, there came a thrill of almost youthful enjoyment. 
It was the invigorating breath of a fresh outward atmosphere, after the 
long torpor and monotonous seclusion of her life. So wholesome is effort! 
So miraculous the strength that we do not know of! The healthiest glo\v 
that Hepzibah had known for years had come now in the dreaded crisis 
when, for the first time, she had put forth her hand to help herself. The 
little circlet of the school-boy’s copper coin — dim and lustreless though it 
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was, with the small services which it had been doing here and there about 
the world — had proved a talisman, fragrant with good, and deserving to 
be set in gold and worn next her heart. It was as potent, and perhaps en- 
dowed with the same kind of efficacy, as a galvanic ring I Hepzibah, at all, 
events, was indebted to its subtile operation both in body and spirit; so^ 
much the more, as it inspired her with energy to get some breakfast, at^ 
which, still the better to keep up her courage, she allowed herself an extra 
spoonful in her infusion of black tea. 

Her introductory day of shop-keeping did not run on, however, with*,^ 
out many and serious interruptions of this mood of cheerful vigor. As a 
general rule. Providence seldom vouchsafes to mortals any more than just 
that degree of encouragement which suffices to keep them at a reasonably 
full exertion of their powers. In the case of our old gentlewoman, after the 
excitement of new effort had subsided, the despondency of her whole life 
threatened, ever and anon, to return. It was like the heavy mass of cloud 
which we may often see obscuring the sky, and making a gray twilight 
everywhere, until, towards nightfall, it yields temporarily to a glimpse of 
sunshine. But, always, the envious cloud strives to gather again across the 
streak of celestial azure. 

Customers came in, as the forenoon advanced, but rather slowly; in 
some cases, too, it must be owned, with little satisfaction either to them- 
selves or Miss Hepzibah; nor, on the whole, with an aggregate of very 
rich emolument to the till. A little girl, sent by her mother to match a 
^ein of cotton thread, of a peculiar hue, took one that the near-sighted 
old lady pronounced extremely like, but soon came running back, with a 
blunt and cross message, that it would not do, and, besides, was very 
rotten! Then, there was a pale, care-wrinkled woman, not old but hag- 
gard, and already with streaks of gray among her hair, like silver rib- 
bons; one of those women, naturally delicate, whom you at once recog- 
nize as worn to death by a brute — probably a drunken brute — of a hus- 
band, and at least nine children. She wanted a few pounds of flour, and 
offered the money, which the decayed gentlewoman silently rejected, and 
gave the poor soul better measure than if she had taken it. Shortly afte^.^ 
wards, a man in a blue cotton frock, much soiled, came in and bought j 
pipe, filling the whole shop, meanwhile, with the hot odor of strong drinl^ 
not only exhaled in the torrid atmosphere of his breath, but oozing out ^ 
his entire system, like an inflammable gas. It was impressed on Hep:^- 
bah’s mind that this was the husband of the care-wrinkled woman. Il; 
asked for a paper of tobacco; and as she had neglected to provide hersqj 
with the article, her brutal customer dashed down his newly-bought pipf 
and left the shop, muttering some unintelligible words, which had th| 
tone and bitterness of a curse. Hereupon Hepzibah threw up her eyei^ 
unintentionally scowling in the face of Providence! 

No less than five persons, during the forenoon, inquired for ginger* 
beer, or root-beer, or any drink of a similar brewage, and, obtaining no^' 
ing of the kind, went off in an exceedingly bad humor. Three of them le^ 
the door open, and the other two pulled it so spitefully in going out thf^ 
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the little bell played the very deuce with Hepzibah^s nerves. A round, 
bustling, fire-ruddy housewife of the neighborhood, burst breathless into 
the shop, fiercely demanding yeast; and when the poor gentlewoman, 
vv^ith her cold shyness of manner, gave her hot customer to understand 
ihat she did not keep the article, this very capable housewife took upon 
herself to administer a regular rebuke. 

cent-shop, and no yeast!” quoth she; ^‘that will never do! Who 
ever heard of such a thing? Your loaf will never rise, no more than mine 
/ill to-day. You had better shut up shop at once.” 

“Well,” said Hepzibah, heaving a deep sigh, “perhaps I hadi” 

Several times, moreover, besides the above instance, her lady-like 
sensibilities were seriously infringed upon by the fjjmiliar, if not rude^ 
tone with which people addressed he* . They evidentl)’ considered them- 
selves not merely her equals, but her i )atrons and superiors. Now, Hepzi- 
bah had unconsciously flattered herse f with the idea that there would be 
a gleam or halo, of some kind or otler, about her person, which would 
insure an obeisance to her sterling gentility, or, at least, a tacit recogni- 
tion of it. On the other hand, nothing tortured her more intolerably than 
when this recognition was too pron inently expressed. To one or two 
rather officious offers of sympathy, her responses were little short of acri- 
monius; and, we regret to say, Hepzibah \/as thrown into a positively 
unchristian state of mind by the suspicion that one of her customers was 
drawn to the shop, not by any real need of the article which she pretend- 
ed to seek, but by a wicked wish to stare at her. The vulgar creature was 
determined to see for herself what sort of a figure a mildewed piece of 
aristocracy, after wasting all the bloom and much of the decline of her 
life apart from the world, would cut behind a counter. In this particular 
case, however mechanical and innocuous it might be at other times, Hep- 
zibah ’s contortion of brow served her in good stead. 

“I never was so frightened in my life!” said the curious customer, in 
describing the incident to one of her acquaintances. “She’s a real old 
vixen, take my word of it! She says little, to be sure; but if you could 
nly see the mischief in her eye!” 

On the whole, therefore, her new experience led our decayed gentle- 
woman to very disagreeable conclusions as to the temper and manners of 
hat she termed the lower classes, whom heretofore she had looked down 
pon with a gentle and pitying complaisance, as herself occupying a 
)here of unquestionable superiority. But, unfortunately, she had like- 
/ise to struggle against a bitter emotion of a directly opposite kind: a 
sentiment of virulence, we mean, towards the idle aristocracy to which it 
:iad so recently been her pride to belong. When a lady, in a delicate and 
''ostly summer garb, with a floating veil and gracefully swaying gown, 
md, altogether an etherial lightness that made you look at her beautifully 
„ lippered feet, to see whether she trod on the dust or floated in the air,-~ 
hen such a vision happened to pass through this retired street, leaving it 
^nderly and delusively fragrant with her passage, as if a bouquet of tea- 
oses had been borne along, — then again, it is to be feared, old Hepzi- 
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bah’s reowl could no longer vindicate itself entirely on the plea of near- 
signtedness. 

she, giving vent to that feeling of hostility 

Which IS the only real abasement of the poor in presence of the rich ‘‘for 

what pod end in tp wisdom of Providence, does that woman live? Must 
deli^te?^'^^^ ^ palms of her hands may be kept white and 

Then, ashamed and penitent, she hid her face. 

^^May God forgive me! ’’ said she. 

and outward 

T first half-day into consideration, Hepzibah began to fear 

that the shop would prove her ruin in a moral and religious point of view 
without contributing very essentially towards even her temporal welfare! 


IV 


A Day Behind the Counter 

j elderly gentleman, large and portly, and 
^ J ^ demeanor, passing slowly along on the opposite 

de of the white and dusty street. On coming within the shadow of the 
^checm Elm, he stop, and (taking off his hat, meanwhile, to wipe the 
fwrspration fran his brow) seemed to scrutinize, with especial interest 
the dilapidated Md rusty-visaged House of the Seven Gables. He him! 
relf, in a very different style, was as well worth looking at as the house 
No better m^el need be sought, nor could have been found, of a very 
high order of respectability, which, by some indescribable magic not 
merely ei^ressed itself in his looks and gestures, but even governed the 

f£^mL° Wifhf rendered them all proper and essential to 

,^!^°'*^PP®anng to differ, in any tangible way, from other 
people s clothes, there was yet a wide and rich gravity about them that 
must have been a characteristic of the wearer, since it could not be de- 
fined as perfoinmg either to the cut or material. His gold-headed cane 
hfri . of dark polished wood,— had similar traits, and! 

^ recognized any! 

If adequate representative of its master. This character 

strikingly in everything about him, and the 
to convey to the reader— went no deeper than his 
of life, Md external circumstances. One perceived him to"* 
be a personage of marked influence and authority; and, especially you 
wuld feel just as certain that he was opulent as if he had ShibUed his^ 
bpik ^J^ount, or as if you had seen him touching the twigs of the Pyn- 
chetaj Elm, and, Midas-like, transmuting them to gold. ^ 
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In his youth, he had probably been considered a handsome man; at his 
present age, his brow was too heavy, his temples too bare, his remaining 
hair too gray, his eye too cold, his lips too closely compressed, to bear any 
relation to mere personal beauty. He would have made a good and mas- 
sive portrait; better now, perhaps, than at any previous period of his life, 
although his look might grow positively harsh in the process of being fixed 
upon the canvas. The artist would have found it desirable to study his 
face, and prove its capacity for varied expression; to darken it with a 
frown, — to kindle it up with a smile. 

While the elderly gentleman stood looking at the Pyncheon House, 
both the frown and the smile passed successively over his countenance. 
His eye rested on the shop-window, and putting up a pair of gold-bowed 
spectacles, which he held in his hand, he minutely surveyed Hepzibah’s 
little arrangement of toys and cor imodities. At first it seemed not to 
please him, — nay, to cause him exceeding displeasure, — and yet, the very 
next moment, he smiled. While the latter expression was yet on his lips, 
he caught a glimpse of Hepzibah, w ho had involuntaril]^ bent forward to 
the window; and then the smile ch.inged from acrid and disagreeable to 
the sunniest complacency and bene^ olence. He bowed, with a happy mix- 
ture of dignity and courteous kindliness, and pursued his way. 

^^There he is!” said Hepzibah to herself, gulping down a very bitter 
emotion, and, since she could not rid herself of it, trying to drive it back 
into her heart. “What does he think of it, I wonder? Does it please him? 
Ah I he is looking back ! ” 

The gentleman had paused in the street, and turned himself half about, 
still with his eyes fixed on the shop-window. In fact, he wheeled wholly 
round, and commenced a step or two, as if designing to enter the shop; 
but, as it chanced, his purpose was anticipated by Hepzibah’s first cus- 
tomer, the little cannibal of Jim Crow, who, staring up at the window, 
was irresistibly attracted by an elephant of gingerbread. What a grand 
appetite had this. small urchin! — ^Two Jim Crows immediately after 
breakfast! — and now an elephant, as a preliminary whet before dinner! 
By the time this latter purchase was completed, the elderly gentleman 
had resumed his way, and turned the street corner. 

“Take it as you like. Cousin Jaffrey!” muttered the maiden lady, as 
she drew back, after cautiously thrusting out her head, and looking up 
and down the street, — “take it as you like! You have seen my little shop- 
window! Well! — what have you to say? — is not the Pyncheon House my 
own, while I’m alive?” 

After this incident, Hepzibah retreated to the back parlor, where she at 
first caught up a half-finished stocking, and began knitting at it with 
nervous and irregular jerks; but quickly finding herself at odds with the 
stitches, she threw it aside, and walked hurriedly about the room. At 
length, she paused before the portrait of the stern old Puritan, her an- 
cestor, and the founder of the house. In one sense, this picture had almost 
faded into the canvas, and hidden itself behind the duskiness of age; in 
another, she could not but fancy that it had been growing more promi- 
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.nent, and strikingly expressive, ever since her earliest familiarity with it 
as a child. For, while the physical outline and substance were darkening 
away from the beholder’s eye, the bold, hard, and, at the same time, in- 
direct character of the man seemed to be brought out in a kind of spiritual 
relief. Such an effect may occasionally be observed in pictures of antique 
date. They acquire a look which an artist (if he have anything like ^he 
complacency of artists nowadays) would never dream of presenting to a 
patron as his own characteristic expression, but which, nevertheless, we 
at once recognize as reflecting the unlovely truth of a human soul. In 
such cases, the painter’s deep conception of his subject’s inward traits 
has wrought itself into the essence of the picture, and is seen after the 
superficial coloring has been rubbed off by time. 

While gazing at the portrait, Hepzibah trembled under its eye. Her 
hereditary reverence made her afraid to judge the character of the orig- 
inal so harshly as a perception of the truth compelled her to do. But still 
she gazed, because the face of the picture enabled her — at least, she fan- 
cied so — to read more accurately, and to a greater depth, the face which 
she had just seen in the street. 

‘‘This is the very man!” murmured she to herself. “Let Jaffrey Pyn- 
cheon smile as he will, there is that look beneath! Put on him a skull-cap, 
and a band, and a black cloak, and a Bible in one hand and a sword in 
the other, — then let Jaffrey smile as he might, — nobody would doubt that 
it was the old Pyncheon come again! He has proved himself the very man 
to build up a new house! Perhaps, too, to draw down a new curse! ” 

Thus did Hepzibah bewilder herself with these fantasies of the old 
time. She had dwelt too much alone, — too long in the Pyncheon House, — 
until her very brain was impregnated with the dry-rot of its timbers. She 
needed a walk along the noonday street to keep her sane. 

By the spell of contrast, another portrait rose up before her, painted 
with more daring flattery than any artist would have ventured upon, but 
yet so delicately touched that the likeness remained j)erfect. Malbone’s 
miniature, though from the same original, was far inferior to Hepzibah’s 
air-drawn picture, at which affection and sorrowful remembrance 
wrought together. Soft, mild, and cheerfully contemplative, with full, red 
lips, just on the verge of a smile, which the eyes seemed to herald by a 
gentle kindling-up of their orbs! Feminine traits, moulded inseparably 
with those of the other sex! The miniature, likewise, had this last peculi- 
arity; so that you inevitably thought of the original as resembling his 
mother, and she a lovely and lovable woman, with perhaps some beautiful 
infirmity of character, that made it all the pleasanter to know and easier 
to love her. 

“Yes,” thought Hepzibah, with grief of which it was only the more tol- 
erable portion that welled up from her heart to her eyelids, “they perse- 
cuted his mother in him ! He never was a Pyncheon ! ” 

But here the shop-bell rang ; it was like a sound from a remote distance, 
—so far had Hepzibah descended into the sepulchral depths of her remin- 
iscences. On entering the shop, she found an old man there, a humble 
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resident of Pyncheon Street, and whom, for a great many years past, she 
had suffered to be a kind of familiar of the house. He was an immemorial 
personage, who seemed always to have had a white head and wrinkles, 
and never to have possessed but a single tooth, and that a half-decayed 
one, in the front of the upper jaw. Well advanced as Hepzibah was, she 
could not remember when Uncle Venner, as the neighborhood called him, 
had not gone up and down the street, stooping a little and drawing his 
feet heavily over the gravel or pavement. But still there was something 
tough and vigorous about him, that not only kept him in daily breath, but 
enabled him to fill a place which would else have been vacant in the ap- 
parently crowded world. To go of er rands with his slow and shuffling gait, 
which made you doubt how he evtr was to arrive anywhere; to saw a 
small household’s foot or two of fin wood, or knock to pieces an old bar- 
rel, or split up a pine board for kinc ding-stuff ; in summer, to dig the few 
yards of garden ground appertaininf . to a low-rented tenement, and share 
the produce of his labor at the halves; in winter, to shovel away the snow 
from the sidewalk, or open paths U the woodshed, or along the clothes- 
line; such were some of the essen ial offices which Uncle Venner per- 
formed among at least a score of families. Within that circle, he claimed 
the same sort of privilege, and prob.ibly felt as much warmth of interest, 
as a clergyman does in the range of his parishioners. Not that he laid 
claim to the tithe pig; but, as an analogous mode of reverence, lie went 
his rounds, every morning, to gather up the crumbs of the table and over- 
flowings of the dinner-pot, as food for a pig of his own. 

In his younger days — for, after all, there was a dim tradition that he 
had been, not young, but younger — Uncle Venner was commonly regard- 
ed as rather deficient, than otherwise, in his wits. In truth he had virtually 
pleaded guilty to the charge, by scarcely aiming at such success as other 
men seek, and by taking only that humble and modest part in the inter- 
course of life which belongs to the alleged deficiency. But now, in his ex- 
treme old age, — whether it were that his long and hard experience had 
actually brightened him, or that his decaying judgment rendered him less 
capable of fairly measuring himself, — the venerable man made preten- 
sions to no little wisdom, and really enjoyed the credit of it. There was 
likewise, at times, a vein of something like poetry in him; it was the 
moss or wall-flower of his mind in its small dilapidation, and gave a 
charm to what might have been vulgar and commonplace in his earlier 
and middle life. Hepzibah had a regard for him, because his name was 
ancient in the town and had formerly been respectable. It was a still bet- 
ter reason for awarding him a species of familiar reverence that Uncle 
Venner was himself the most ancient existence, whether of man or thing, 
in Pyncheon Street, except the House of the Seven Gables, and perhaps 
the elm that overshadowed it. 

This patriarch now presented himself before Hepzibah, clad in an old 
blue coat, which had a fashionable air, and must have accrued to him 
from the cast-off wardrobe of some dashing clerk. As for his trousers, they 
were of tow-cloth, very short in the legs, and bagging down strangely in 
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<he rear, but yet having a suitableness to his figure which his other gar- 
ment entirely lacked. His hat had relation to no other part of his dress, 
and but very little to the head that wore it. Thus Uncle Venner was a 
miscellaneous old gentleman, partly himself, but, in good measure, some- 
body else; patched together, too, of different epochs; an epitome of times 
and fashions. 

“So, you have really begun trade,’’ said he, — “really begun trade! 
Well, I’m glad to see it. Young people should never live idle in the world, 
nor old ones neither, unless when the rheumatize gets hold of them. It has 
given me warning already ; and in two or three years longer, I shall think 
of putting aside business and retiring to my farm. That’s yonder, — the 
great brick house, you know, — the workhouse, most folks call it; but I 
mean to do my work first, and go there to be idle and enjoy myself. And 
I’m glad to see you beginning to do your work. Miss Hepzibah! ” 

“Thank you. Uncle Venner,” said Hepzibah, smiling; for she always 
felt kindly towards the simple and talkative old man. Had he been an old 
woman, she might probably have repelled the freedom, which she now 
took in good part. It is time for me to begin work, indeed! Or, to speak 
the truth, I have just begun when I ought to be giving it up.” 

“Oh, never say that, Miss Hepzibah! ” answered the old man “You are 
a young woman yet. Why, I hardly thought myself younger than I am 
now, it seems so little while ago since I used to see you playing about the 
door of the old house, quite a small child! Oftener, though, you used to 
be sitting at the threshold, and looking gravely into the street; for you 
had always a grave kind of way with you, — a grown-up air, when you 
were only the height of my knee. It seems as if I saw you now; and your 
grandfather with his red cloak, and his white wig, and his cocked hat, and 
his cane, coming out of the house, and stepping so grandly up the street! 
Those old gentlemen that grew up before the Revolution used to put on 
grand airs. In my young days, the great man of the town was commonly 
called King; and his wife, not Queen to be sure, but Lady. Nowadays, a 
man would not dare to be called King; and if he feels himself a little 
above common folks, he only stoops so much the lower to them. I met 
your cousin, the Judge, ten minutes ago; and, in my old tow-cloth trous- 
ers, as you see, the Judge raised his hat to me, I do believe! At any rate, 
the Judge bowed and smiled! ” 

“Yes,” said Hepzibah, with something bitter stealing unawares into her 
tone; “my cousin Jaffrey is thought to have a very pleasant smile! ” 

“And so he has! ” replied Uncle Venner. “And that’s rather remarkable 
in a Pyncheon; for, begging your pardon. Miss Hepzibah, they never had 
the name of being an easy and agreeable set of folks. There was no getting 
close to them. But now. Miss Hepzibah, if an old man may be bold to ask, 
why don’t Judge Pyncheon, with his great means, step forward, and tell 
his cousin to shut up her little shop at once? It’s for your credit to be do- 
ing something, but it’s not for the Judge’s credit to let you I ” 

“We won’t talk of this, if you please. Uncle Venner,” said Hepzibah, 
coldly. “I ought to say, however, that, if I choose to earn bread for my- 
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self, it is not Judge P)mcheon’s fault. Neither will he deserve the blame/' 
added she, more kindly, remembering Uncle Venner^s privileges of age 
and humble familiarity, ^^if I should, by and by, find it convenient to re- 
tire with you to your farm/^ 

“And it’s no bad place, either, that farm of minel” cried the old man^ 
cheerily, as if there were something positively delightful in the prospect. 
“No bad place is the great brick farm-house, especially for them that will 
find a good many old cronies there, as will be my case. I quite long to be 
among them, sometimes, of the winter evenings; for it is but dull business 
for a lonesome elderly man, like me, to be nodding, by the hour together, 
with no company but his air-tight st(»ve. Summer or winter, there’s a great 
deal to be said in favor of my farm! \nd, take it in the autumn, what can 
be pleasanter than to spend a whole day on the sunny side of a barn or a 
wood-pile, chatting with somebody as old as one’s self, or, perhaps, idling 
away the time with a natural-born simpleton, who knows how to be idle, 
because even our busy Yankees nev ^ have found out how to put him to 
any use? Upon my word, Miss Hepyibah, I doubt whether I’ve ever been 
so comfortable as I mean to be at my farm, which most folks call the 
workhouse. But you, — ^you’re a yovng woman yet, — ^you never need go 
there! Something still better will turn up for you. I’m sure of it!” 

Hepzibah fancied that there was something peculiar in her venerable 
friend’s look and tone; insomuch, that she gazed into his face with con- 
siderable earnestness, endeavoring to discover what secret meaning, if 
any, might be lurking there. Individuals whose affairs have reached an ut- 
terly desperate crisis almost invariably keep themselves alive with hopes, 
so much the more airily magnificent as they have the less of solid matter 
within their grasp whereof to mould any judicious and moderate expecta- 
tion of good. Thus, all the while Hepzibah was perfecting the scheme of 
her little shop, she had cherished an unacknowledged idea that some 
harlequin trick of fortune would intervene in her favor. For example, an 
uncle — ^who had sailed for India fifty years before, and never been heard 
of since — might yet return, and adopt her to be the comfort of his very 
extreme and decrepit age, and adorn her with pearls, diamonds, and 
Oriental shawls and turbans, and make her the ultimate heiress of his un- 
reckonable riches. Or the member of Parliament, now at the head of the 
English branch of the family, — ^with which the elder stock, on this side of 
the Atlantic, had held little or no intercourse for the last two centuries, — 
this eminent gentleman might invite Hepzibah to quit the ruinous House 
of the Seven Gables, and come over to dwell with her kindred at Pyn- 
cheon Hall. But, for reasons the most imperative, she could not yield to 
his request. It was more probable, therefore, that the descendants of a 
Pyncheon who had emigrated to Virginia, in some past generation, and 
became a great planter there, — Shearing of Hepzib^’s destitution, and 
impelled by the splendid generosity of character with which their Vir- 
ginian mixture must have enriched the New England blood, — would sene 
her a remittance of a thousand dollars, with a hint of repeating the favor 
annually. Or, — and, surely, anything so undeniably just could not be be* 
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yond the limits of reasonable anticipation, — the great claim to the herit- 
age of Waldo County might finally be decided in favor of the Pyncheons ; 
so that, instead of keeping a cent-shop, Hepzibah would build a palace, 
and look down from its highest tower on hill, dale, forest, field, and town, 
as her own share of the ancestral territory. 

These were some of the fantasies which she had long dreamed abo’it; 
and, aided by these, Uncle Venner’s casual attempt at encouragement 
kindled a strange festal glory in the poor, bare, melancholy chambers of 
her brain, as if that inner world were suddenly lighted up with gas. But 
either he knew nothing of her castles in the air — as how should he? — or 
else her earnest scowl disturbed his recollection, as it might a more cour- 
ageous man’s. Instead of pursuing any weightier topic. Uncle Venner was 
pleased to favor Hepzibah with some sage counsel in her shop-keeping 
capacity. 

^‘Give no credit!” — these were some of his golden maxims, — “Never 
take paper-money! Look well to your change! Ring the silver on the four- 
pound weight! Shove back all English half-pence and base copper tokens, 
such as are very plenty about town! At your leisure hours, knit children’s 
woollen socks and mittens! Brew your own yeast, and make your own 
ginger-beer!” 

And while Hepzibah was doing her utmost to digest the hard little pel- 
lets of his already uttered wisdom, he gave vent to his final, and what he 
declared to be his all-important advice, as follows: — 

“Put on a bright face for your customers, and smile pleasantly as you 
hand them what they ask for! A stale article, if you dip it in a good, 
warm, sunny smile, will go off better than a fresh one that you’ve scowled 
upon.” 

To this last apothegm poor Hepzibah responded with a sigh so deep 
and heavy that it almost rustled Uncle Venner quite away, like a withered 
leaf, — as he was, — ^before an autumnal gale. Recovering himself, how- 
ever, he bent forward, and, with a good deal of feeling in his ancient vis- 
age, beckoned her nearer to him. 

“When do you expect him home?” whispered he. 

“Whom do you mean?” asked Hepzibah, turning pale. 

“Ah? you don’t love to talk about it,” said Uncle Venner. “Well, well! 
we’ll say no more, though there’s word of it all over town. I remember 
him, Miss Hepzibah, before he could run alone! ” 

During the remainder of the day poor Hepzibah acquitted herself even 
less creditably, as a shop-keeper, than in her earlier efforts. She appeared 
to be walking in a dream; or, more truly, the vivid life and reality as- 
sumed by her emotions made all outward occurrences unsubstantial, like 
the teasing phantasms of a half-conscious slumber. She still responded, 
mechanically, to the frequent summons of the shop-bell, and, at the de- 
mand of her customers, went prying with vague eyes about the shop, 
proffering them one article after another, and thrusting aside — perverse- 
ly, as most of them supposed — the identical thing they asked for. There is 
sad confusion, indeed, when the spirit thus flits away into the past, or into 
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the more awful future, or, in any manner, steps across the spaceless 
boundary betwixt its own region and the actual world; where the body 
remains to guide itself as best it may, with little more than the mechanism 
of animal life. It is like death, without death’s quiet privilege, — its free- 
dom from mortal care. Worst of all, when the actual duties are comprised 
in such petty details as now vexed the brooding soul of the old gentle- 
woman. As the animosity of fate would have it, there was a great influx 
of custom in the course of the afternoon. Hepzibah blundered to and fro 
about her small place of business, committing the most imheard-of errors: 
now stringing up twelve, and now seven, tallow-candles, instead of ten to 
the pound ; selling ginger for Scotch snuff, pins for needles, and needles 
for pins; misreckoning her change, sometimes to the public detriment, 
and much oftener to her own; and thus she went on, doing her utmost to 
bring chaos back again, until, at the close of the day’s labor, to her in- 
explicable astonishment, she found ihe money-drawer almost destitute of 
coin. After all her painful traffic, thr whole proceeds were perhaps half a 
dozen coppers, and a questionable i inepence which ultimately proved to 
be copper likewise. 

At this price, or at whatever p ice, she rejoined that the day had 
reached its end. Never before had she had such a sense of the intolerable 
length of time that creeps between dawn and sunset, and of the miser- 
able irksomeness of having aught to do, and of the better wisdom that it 
would be to lie down at once, in sullen resignation, and let life, and its 
toils and vexations, trample over one’s prostrate body as they may! Hep- 
zibah’s final operation was with the little devourer of Jim Crow and the 
elephant, who now proposed to eat a camel. In her bewilderment, she of- 
fered him first a wooden dragoon, and next a handful of marbles; neither 
of which being adapted to his else omnivorous appetite, she hastily held 
out her whole remaining stock of natural history in gingerbread, and hud- 
dled the small customer out of the shop. She then muffled the bell in an 
unfinished stocking, and put up the oaken bar across the door. 

During the latter process, an omnibus came to a stand-still under the 
branches of the elm-tree. Hepzibah’s heart was in her mouth. Remote 
and dusky, and with no sunshine on all the intervening space, was that 
region of the Past whence her only guest might be expected to arrive! 
Was she to meet him now? 

Somebody, at all events, was passing from the farthest interior of the 
omnibus towards its entrance. A gentleman alighted; but it was only to 
offer his hand to a young girl whose slender figure, nowise needing such 
assistance, now lightly descended the steps, and made an airy little jump 
from the final one to the sidewalk. She rewarded her cavalier with a smile, 
the cheery glow of which was seen reflected on his own face as he reen- 
tered the vehicle. The girl then turned towards the House of the Seven 
Gables, to the door of which, meanwhile, — not the shop-door, but the 
antique portal, — the omnibus-man had carried a light trunk and a band- 
box. First giving a sharp rap of the old iron knocker, he left his passenger 
and her luggage at the door-step, and departed. 
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^^Who can it be?” thought Hepzibah, who had been screwing her visual 
organs into the acutest focus of which they were capable. ‘The girl must 
have mistaken the house!” 

She stole softly into the hall, and, herself invisible, gazed through the 
dusty side-lights of the portal at the young, blooming, and very cheerful 
face, which presented itself for admittance into the gloomy old mansijn. 
It was a face to which almost any door would have opened of its own ac- 
cord. 

The young girl, so fresh, so unconventional, and yet so orderly and 
obedient to common rules, as you at once recognized her to be, was widely 
in contrast, at that moment, with everything about her. The sordid and 
ugly luxuriance of gigantic weeds that grew in the angle of the house, and 
the heavy projection that overshadowed her, and the time-worn frame- 
work of the door, — none of these things belonged to her sphere. But, even 
as a ray of sunshine, fall into what dismal place it may, instantaneously 
creates for itself a propriety in being there, so did it seem altogether fit 
that the girl should be standing at the threshold. It was no less evidently 
proper that the door should swing open to admit her. The maiden lady, 
herself, sternly inhospitable in her first purposes, soon began to feel that 
the door ought to be shoved back, and the rusty key be turned in the re- 
luctant lock. 

“Can it be Phoebe?” questioned she within herself. “It must be little 
Phoebe; for it can be nobody else, — and there is a look of her father 
about her, tool But what does she want here? And how like a country 
cousin, to come down upon a poor body in this way, without so much as 
a day’s notice, or asking whether she would be welcome! Well; she must 
have a night’s lodging, I suppose; and to-morrow the child shall go back 
to her mother!” 

Phoebe, it must be understood, was that one little offshoot of the Pyn- 
cheon race to whom we have already referred, as a native of a rural part 
of New England, where the old fashions and feelings of relationship are 
still partially kept up. In her own circle, it was regarded as by no means 
improper for kinsfolk to visit one another without invitation, or pre- 
liminary and ceremonious warning. Yet, in consideration of Miss Hepzi- 
bah’s recluse way of life, a letter had actually been written and des- 
patched, conveying information of Phoebe’s projected visit. This epistle, 
for three of four days past, had been in the pocket of the penny-postman, 
who, happening to have no other business in Pyncheon Street, had not yet 
made it convenient to call at the House of the Seven Gables. 

“No! — she can stay only one night,” said Hepzibah, unbolting the 
door. “If Clifford were to find her here, it might disturb him! ” 
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V 

May and November 

Phcebe Pyncheon slept, on the night of her arrival, in a chamber that 
looked down on the garden of the old house. It fronted towards the east, 
so that at a very seasonable hour a glow of crimson light came flooding 
through the window, and bathed the dingy ceiling and paper-hangings in 
its own hue. There were curtains to Phoebe’s bed; a dark, antique canopy, 
and ponderous festoons of a stuff \\hich had been rich, and even mag- 
nificent, in its time; but which no\\ brooded over the girl like a cloud- 
making a night in that one corner, w aile elsewhere it was beginning to be 
day. The morning light, however, so< )n stole into the aperture at the foot 
of the bed, betwixt those faded curtains. Finding the new guest there, — 
with a bloom on her cheeks like the morning’s own, and a gentle stir of 
departing slumber in her limbs, as when an early breeze moves the iroliage, 
— the dawn kissed her brow. It was the caress which a dewy maiden — 
such as the Dawn is, immortally — ^gi'^es to her sleeping sister, partly from 
the impulse of irresistible fondness, and partly as a pretty hint that it is 
time now to unclose her eyes. 

At the touch of those lips of light, Phoebe quietly awoke, and, for a mo- 
ment, did not recognize where she was, nor how those heavy curtains 
chanced to be festooned around her. Nothing, indeed, was absolutely 
plain to her, except that it was now early morning, and that, whatever 
might happen next, it was proper, first of all, to get up and say her pray- 
ers. She was the more inclined to devotion from the grim aspect of the 
chamber and its furniture, especially the tall, stiff chairs; one of which 
stood close by her bedside, and looked as if some old-fashioned personage 
had been sitting there all night, and had vanished only just in season to 
escape discovery. 

When Phoebe was quite dressed, she peeped out of the window, and saw 
a rose-bush in the garden. Being a very tall one, and of luxuriant growth, 
it had been propped up against the side of the house, and was literally 
covered with a rare and very beautiful species of white rose. A large por- 
tion of them, as the girl afterwards discovered, had blight or mildew at 
their hearts; but, viewed at a fair distance, the whole rose-bubh looked as 
if it had been brought from Eden that very summer, together with the 
mould in which it grew. The truth was, nevertheless, that it had been 
planted by Alice Pyncheon, — she was Phoebe’s great-great-grand-aunt, — 
in soil which, reckoning only its cultivation as a garden-plat, was now 
unctuous with nearly two hundred years of vegetable decay. Growing as 
they did, however, out of the old earth, the flowers still sent a fresh and 
sweet incense up to their Creator; nor could it have been the less pure and 
acceptable, because Phoebe’s young breatti mingled with it, as the frag- 
rance floated past the window. Hastening down the creaking and carpet- 
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less staircase, she found her way into the garden, gathered some of the 
most perfect of the roses, and brought them to her chamber. 

Little Phoebe was one of those persons who possess, as their exclusive 
patrimony, the gift of practical arrangement. It is a kind of natural magic 
that enables these favored ones to bring out the hidden capabilities of 
things around them; and particularly to give a look of comfort and hab- 
itableness to any place which, for however brief a period, may happen to 
be their home. A wild hut of underbrush, tossed together by wayfarers 
through the primitive forest, would acquire the home aspect by one 
night^s lodging of such a woman, and would retain it long after her quiet 
figure had disappeared into the surrounding shade. No less a portion of 
such homely witchcraft was requisite to reclaim, as it were, Phoebe’s 
waste, cheerless, and dusky chamber, which had been un tenanted so long 
— except by spiders, and mice, and rats, and ghosts — that it was all over- 
grown with the desolation which watches to obliterate every trace of 
man’s happier hours. What was precisely Phoebe’s process v/e find it im- 
possible to say. She appeared to have no preliminary design, but gave a 
touch here and another there; brough": some articles of furniture to light 
and dragged others into the shadow; looped up or let down a window- 
curtain; and, in the course of half an hour, had fully succeeded in throw- 
ing a kindly and hospitable smile over the apartment. No longer ago 
than the night before, it had resembled nothing so much as the old maid’s 
heart; for there was neither sunshine nor household fire in one nor the 
other, and, save for ghosts and ghostly reminiscences, not a guest, for 
many years gone by, had entered the heart or the chamber. 

There was still another peculiarity of this inscrutable charm. The bed- 
chamber, no doubt, was a chamber of very great and varied experience, 
as a scene of human life: the joy of bridal nights had throbbed itself 
away here ; new immortals had first drawn earthly breath here ; and here 
old people had died. But — whether it were the white roses, or whatever 
the subtile influence might be — a person of delicate instinct would have 
known at once that it was now a maiden’s bedchamber, and had been 
purified of all former evil and sorrow by her sweet breath and happy 
thoughts. Her dreams of the past night, being such cheerful ones, had 
exorcised the gloom, and now haunted the chamber in its stead. 

After arranging matters to her satisfaction, Phoebe emerged from her 
chamber, with a purpose to descend again into the garden. Besides the 
rose-bush, she had observed several other species of flowers growing 
there in a wilderness of neglect, and obstructing one another’s develop- 
ment (as is often the parallel case in human society) by their uneducated 
entanglement and confusion. At the head of the stairs, however, she met 
Hepzibah, who, it being still early, invited her into a room which she 
would probably have called her boudoir, had her education embraced any 
such French phrase. It was strewn about with a few old books, and a 
work-basket, and a dusty writing-desk; and had, on one side, a large, 
black article of furniture, of very strange appearance, which the old gen^ 
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tlewoman told Phoebe was a harpsichord. It looked more like a coffin than 
anything else; and, indeed, — not having been played upon, or opened^ 
for years, — there must have been a vast deal of dead music in it, stifled 
for want of air. Human finger was hardly known to have touched its 
chords since the days of Alice Pyncheon, who had learned the sweet ac- 
complishment of melody in Europe. 

Hepzibah bade her young guest sit down, and, herself taking a chair 
near by, looked as earnestly at Phoebe’s trim little figure as if she ex- 
pected to see right into its springs and motive secrets. 

^‘Cousin Phcebe,” said she, at last, really can’t see my way clear to 
keep you with me.” 

These words, however, had not the inhospitable bluntness with which 
they may strike the reader; for the two relatives, in a talk before bed- 
time, had arrived at a certain degre( of mutual understanding. Hepzibah 
knew enough to enable her to appreciate the circumstances (resulting 
from the second marriage of the gii I’s mother) which made it desirable 
for Phoebe to establish herself in anc ther home. Nor did she misinterpret 
Phoebe’s character, and the genial a( tivity pervading it, — one of the most 
valuable traits of the true New England woman, — which had impelled 
her forth, as might be said, to seek her fortune, but with a self-respecting 
purpose to confer as much benefit as sht could anywise receive. As one of 
her nearest kindred, she had naturally betaken herself to Hepzibah, with 
no idea of forcing herself on her cousin’s protection, but only for a visit 
of a week or two, which might be indefinitely extended, should it prove 
for the happiness of both. 

To Hepzibah ’s blunt observation, therefore, Phoebe replied, as frankly, 
and more cheerfully. 

“Dear cousin, I cannot tell how it will be,” said she. “But I really 
think we may suit one another much better than you suppose.” 

“You are a nice girl, — I see it plainly,” continued Hepzibah; “and it 
is not any question as to that point which makes me hesitate. But, Phoebe, 
this house of mine is but a melancholy place for a young person to be in. 
It lets in the wind and rain, and the snow, too, in the garret and upper 
chambers, in winter-time, but it never lets in the sunshine! And as for 
myself, you see what I am, — a dismal and lonesome old woman (for I 
begin to call myself old, Phoebe), whose temper, I am afraid, is none of 
the best, and whose spirits are as bad as can be. I cannot make your life 
pleasant. Cousin Phoebe, neither can T so much as give you bread to eat.” 

“You will find me a cheerful little body,” answered Phoebe, smiling, 
and yet with a kind of gentle dignity; “and I mean to earn my bread. 
You know I have not been brought up a Pyncheon. A girl learns many 
things in a New England village.” 

“Ah! Phoebe,” said Hepzibah, sighing, “your knowledge would do but 
little for yon here! And then it is a wretched thought that you should 
fling away your young days in a place like this. Those cheeks would not 
be so rosy after a month or two. Look at my face!” — and, indeed, the 
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contrast was very striking, — '^you see how pale I am! It is my idea that 
the dust and continual decay of these old houses are unwholesome for 
the lungs.’’ 

^^There is the garden, — the flowers to be taken care of,” observed 
Phoebe. “I should keep myself healthy with exercise in the open air.” 

“And, after all, child,” exclaimed Hepzibah, suddenly rising, as i^ to 
dismiss the subject, “it is not for me to say who shall be a guest or in- 
habitant of the old Pyncheon House. Its master is coming.” 

“Do you mean Judge Pyncheon?” asked Phoebe, in surprise. 

“Judge Pyncheon!” answered her cousin, angrily. “He will hardly 
cross the threshold while I live! No, no! But, Phoebe, you shall see the 
face of him I speak of.” 

She went in quest of the miniature already described, and returned 
with it in her hand. Giving it to Phoebe, she watched her features narrow- 
ly, and with a certain jealousy as to the mode in which the girl would 
show herself affected by the picture. 

“How do you like the face?” asked Hepzibah. 

“It is handsome! — it is very beautiful!” said Phoebe, admiringly. “It 
is as sweet a face as a man’s can be, or ought to be. It has something of a 
child’s expression, — and yet not childish, — only one feels so very kindly 
towards him! He ought never to suffer anything. One would bear much 
for the sake of sparing him toil or sorrow. Who is it. Cousin Hepzibah?” 

“Did you never hear,” whispered her cousin, bending towards her, “of 
Clifford Pyncheon?” 

“Never! I thought there were no Pyncheons left, except yourself and 
our cousin Jaffrey,” answered Phoebe. “And yet I seem to have heard the 
name of Clifford Pyncheon. Yes! — from my father or my mother; but 
has he not been a long while dead?” 

“Well, well, child, perhaps he has!” said Hepzibah, with a sad, hollow 
laugh; “but, in old houses like this, you know, dead people are very apt 
to come back again! We shall see. And, Cousin Phoebe, since, after all that 
I have said, your courage does not fail you, we will not part so soon. You 
are welcome, my child, for the present, to such a home as your kins- 
woman can offer you.” 

With this measured, but not exactly cold assurance of a hospitable pur- 
pose, Hepzibah kissed her cheek. 

They now went below stairs, where Phoebe — not so much assuming 
the office as attracting it to herself, by the magnetism of innate fitness-— 
took the most active part in preparing breakfast. The mistress of the 
house, meanwhile, as is usual with persons of her stiff and unmalleable 
cast, stood mostly aside; willing to lend her aid, yet conscious that her 
natural inaptitude would be likely to impede the business in hand. Phoebe, 
and the fire that boiled the teakettle, were equally bright, cheerful, and 
efficient, in their respective offices, Hepzibah gazed forth from her habit- 
ual sluggishness, the necessary result of long solitude, as from another 
sphere. She could not help being interested, however, and even amused, at 
the readiness with which her new inmate adapted herself to the circum- 
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stances, and brought the house, moreover, and all its rusty old appliances, 
into a suitableness for her purposes. Whatever she did, too, was done 
without conscious effort, and with frequent outbreaks of song, which were 
exceedingly pleasant to the ear. This natural tunefulness made Phoebe 
seem like a bird in a shadowy tree; or conveyed the idea that the stream 
of life warbled through her heart as a brook sometimes warbles through 
a pleasant little dell. It betokened the cheeriness of an active tempera- 
ment, finding joy in its activity, and, therefore, rendering it beautiful; it 
was a New England trait, — the stern old stuff of Puritanism with a gold 
thread in the web. 

Hepzibah brought out some old silver spoons with the family crest 
upon them, and a china tea-set painted over with grotesque figures of 
man, bird, and beast, in as grotesque a landscape. These pictured people 
were odd humorists, in a world of their own, — a world of vivid brilliancy, 
so far as color went, and still unfi^ded, although the teapot and small 
cups were as ancient as the custom itself of tea-drinking. 

“Your great-great-great-great-graadmother had these cups, when she 
was married,’’ said Hepzibah to Pho be. “She was a Davenport, of a good 
family. They were almost the first teacups ever seen in the colony; and if 
one of them were to be broken, my heart would break with it. But it is 
nonsense to speak so about a brittle teacup, when I remember what my 
heart has gone through without breaking.” 

The cups — not having been used, perhaps, since Hepzibah’s youth — 
had contracted no small burden of dust, which Phcebe washed away with 
so much care and delicacy as to satisfy even the proprietor of this in- 
valuable china. 

“What a nice little housewife you are!” exclaimed the latter, smiling, 
and, at the same time, frowning so prodigiously that the smile was sun- 
shine under a thunder-cloud. “Do you do other things as well? Are you 
as good at your book as you are at washing teacups?” 

“Not quite, I am afraid,” said Phoebe, laughing at the form of Hepzi- 
bah’s question. “But I was school-mistress for the little children in our 
district last summer, and might have been so still.” 

“Ah 1 ’t is all very well ! ” observed the maiden lady, drawing herself up. 
“But these things must have come to you with your mother’s blood. I 
never knew a Pyncheon that had any turn for them.” 

It is very queer, but not the less true, that people are generally quite as 
vain, or even more so, of their deficiencies than of their available gifts; 
as was Hepzibah of this native inapplicability, so to speak, of the Pyn- 
cheons to any useful purpose. She regarded it as an hereditary trait; and 
so, perhaps, it was, but, unfortunately, a morbid one such as is often 
generated in families that remain long above the surface of society. 

Before they left the breakfast-table, the shop-bell rang sharply, and 
Hepzibah set down the remnant of her final cup of tea, with a look of sal- 
low despair that was truly piteous to behold. In cases of distasteful oc- 
cupation, the second day is generally worse than the first; we return to 
the rack with all the soreness of the preceding torture in our limbs. At 
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all events, Hepzibah had fully satisfied herself of the impossibility of 
ever becoming wonted to this peevishly obstreperous little bell. Ring as 
often as it might, the sound always smote upon her nervous system rude- 
ly and suddenly. And especially now, while, with her crested teaspoons 
and antique china, she was flattering herself with ideas of gentility, she 
felt an unspeakable disinclination to confront a customer. 

“Do not trouble yourself, dear cousin!’’ cried Phoebe, starting lightly 
up. “I am shop-keeper to-day.” 

“You, child!” exclaimed Hepzibah. “What can a little country-girl 
know of such matters?” 

“Oh, I have done all the shopping for the family at our village store,” 
said Phoebe. “And I have had a table at a fancy fair, and made better 
sales than anybody. These things are not to be learnt ; they depend upon 
a knack that comes, I suppose,” added she, smiling, “with one’s mother’s 
blood. You shall see that I am as nice a little saleswoman as I am a house- 
wife!” 

The old gentlewoman stole behind Phoebe, and peeped from the pas- 
sage-way into the shop, to note how she would manage her undertaking. 
It was a case of some intricacy. A very ancient woman, in a white short 
gown and a green petticoat, with a string of gold beads about her neck, 
and what looked like a nightcap on her head, had brought a quantity of 
yarn to barter for the commodities of the shop. She was probably the very 
last person in town who still kept the time-honored spinning-wheel in 
constant revolution. It was worth while to hear the croaking and hollow 
tones of the old lady, and the pleasant voice of Phoebe, mingling in one 
twisted thread of talk; and still better to contrast their figures, — so light 
and bloomy, — so decrepit and dusky, — ^with only the counter betwixt 
them, in one sense, but more than threescore years, in another. As for the 
bargain, it was wrinkled slyness and craft pitted against native truth and 
sagacity. 

“Was not that well done?” asked Phoebe, laughing, when the customer 
was gone. 

“Nicely done, indeed, child!” answered Hepzibah. “I could not have 
gone through with it nearly so well. As you say, it must be a knack that 
belongs to you on the mother’s side.” 

It is a very genuine admiration, that with which persons too shy or 
too awkward to take a due part in the bustling world regard the real ac- 
tors in life’s stirring scenes; so genuine, in fact, that the former are 
usually fain to make it palatable to their self-love, by assuming that 
these active and forcible qualities are incompatible with others, which 
they choose to deem higher and more important. Thus, Hepzibah was 
well content to acknowledge Phcebe’s vastly superior gifts as a shop- 
keeper; she listened, with compliant ear, to her suggestion of various 
methods whereby the influx of trade might be increased, and rendered 
profitable, without a hazardous outlay of capital. She consented that the 
village maiden should manufacture yeast, both liquid and in cakes; and 
idiould brew a certain kind of beer, nectareous to the palate, and of rare 
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stomachic virtues; and, moreover, should bake and exhibit for sale some 
little spice-cakes, which whosoever tasted would longingly desiie to taste 
again. All such proofs of a ready mind and skilful handiwork were highly 
acceptable to the aristocratic hucksteress, so long as she could murmur 
to herself with a grim smile, and a half-natural sigh, and a sentiment of 
mixed wonder, pity, and growing affection, — 

‘‘What a nice little body she is! If she could only be a lady, too! — but 
that^s impossible! Phoebe is no Pyncheon. She takes everything from her 
mother.’’ 

As to Phoebe’s not being a lady, or whether she were a lady or no, it 
was a point, perhaps, difficult to decide, but which could hardly have 
come up for judgment at all in any fair and healthy mind. Out of New 
England, it would be impossible to rr eet with a person combining so many 
lady-like attributes with so many otiers that form nc necessary (if com- 
patible) part of the character. She shocked no canon of taste; she was 
admirably in keeping with herself, and never jarred against surrounding 
circumstances. Her figure, to be sun , — so small as to be almost childlike, 
and so elastic that motion seemed as easy or easier to it than rest, — 
would hardly have suited one’s idea )f a countess. Neither did her face — 
with the brown ringlets on either side, and the slightly piquant nose, and 
the wholesome bloom, and the cleai shade of tan, and the half a dozen 
freckles, friendly remembrancers of the April sun and breeze — precisely 
give us a right to call her beautiful. But there was both lustre and depth 
in her eyes. She was very pretty; as graceful as a bird, and graceful much 
in the same way; as pleasant about the house as a gleam of sunshine fall- 
ing on the floor through a shadow of twinkling leaves, or as a ray of fire- 
light that dances on the wall while evening is drawing nigh. Instead of 
discussing her claim to rank among ladies, it would be preferable to re- 
gard Phoebe as the example of feminine grace and availability combined, 
in a state of society, if there were any such, where ladies did not exist. 
There it should be woman’s office to move in the midst of practical affairs, 
and to gild them all, the very homeliest, — were it even the scouring of 
pots and kettles, — with an atmosphere of loveliness and joy. 

Such was the sphere of Phoebe. To find the born and educated lady, on 
the other hand, we need look no farther than Hepzibah, our forlorn old 
maid, in her rustling and rusty silks, with her deeply cherished and ridicu- 
lous consciousness of long descent, her shadowy claims to princely terri- 
tory, and, in the way of accomplishment, her recollections, it may be, of 
having formerly thrummed on a harpsichord, and walked a minuet, and 
worked an antique tapestry-stitch on her sampler. It was a fair parallel 
between new Plebeianism and old Gentility. 

It really seemed as if the battered visage of the House of the Seven 
Gables, black and heavy-browed as it still certainly looked, must have 
shown a kind of cheerfulness glimmering through its dusky windows as 
Phoebe passed to and fro in the interior. Otherwise, it is impossible to ex- 
plain how the people of the neighborhood so soon became aware of the 
girl’s presence. There was a great run of custom, setting steadily in, from 
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about ten o^clock until towards noon, — relaxing, somewhat, at dinner- 
time, but recommencing in the afternoon, and, finally, dying away a half 
an hour or so before the long day’s sunset. One of the stanchest patrons 
was little Ned Higgins, the devourer of Jim Crow and the elephant, who 
to-day had signalized his omnivorous prowess by swallowing two drom- 
edaries and a locomotive. Phoebe laughed, as she summed up her ag5re- 
gate of sales upon the slate; while Hepzibah, first drawing on a pair of 
silk gloves, reckoned over the sordid accumulation of copper coin, not 
without silver intermixed, that had jingled into the till. 

“We must renew our stock. Cousin Hepzibah!” cried the little sales- 
woman. “The gingerbread figures are all gone, and so are those Dutch 
wooden milkmaids, and most of our other playthings. There has been 
constant inquiry for cheap raisins, and a great cry for whistles, and 
trumpets, and jew’s-harps; and at least a dozen little boys have asked for 
molasses-candy. And we must contrive to get a peck of russet apples, late 
in the season as it is. But, dear cousin, what an enormous heap of copper! 
Positively a copper mountain!” 

“Well done! well done! well done!” quoth Uncle Venner, who had 
taken occasion to shuffle in and out of the shop several times in the course 
of the day. “Here’s a girl that will never end her days at my farm! Bless 
my eyes, what a brisk little soul ! ” 

Phoebe is a nice girl! ” said Hepzibah, with a scowl of austere ap- 
probation. “But, Uncle Venner, you have known the family a great many 
years. Can you tell me whether there ever was a Pyncheon whom she 
takes after?” 

“I don’t believe there ever was,” answered the venerable man. “At any 
rate, it never was my luck to see her like among them, nor, for that mat- 
ter, anywhere else. I’ve seen a great deal of the world, not only in peo- 
ple’s kitchens and back-yards, but at the street-corners, and on the 
wharves, and in other places where my business calls me; and I’m free to 
say, Miss Hepzibah, that I never knew a human creature do her work so 
much like one of God’s angels as this child Phcebe does! ” 

Uncle Venner’s eulogium, if it appear rather too high-strained for the 
person and occasion, had, nevertheless, a sense in which it was both sub- 
tile and true. There was a spiritual quality in Phoebe’s activity. The life 
of the long and busy day — spent in occupations that might so easily have 
taken a squalid and ugly aspect — ^had been made pleasant, and even love- 
ly, by the spontaneous grace with which these homely duties seemed to 
bloom out of her character; so that labor, while she dealt with it, had the 
easy and flexible charm of play. Angels do not toil, but let their good 
works grow out of them ; and so did Phoebe. 

The two relatives — the young maid and the old one — found time be- 
fore nightfall, in the intervals of trade, to make rapid advances towards 
affection and confidence. A recluse, like Hepzibah, usually displays re- 
markable frankness, and at least temporary affability, on being absolutely 
cornered, and brought to the point of personal intercourse; like the angel 
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whom Jacob wrestled with, she is ready to bless you when once over- 
come. 

The old gentlewoman took a dreary and proud satisfaction in leading 
Pha'be from room to room of the house, and recounting the traditions 
with which, as we may say, the walls were lugubriously frescoed. She 
showed the indentations made by the lieutenant-governor’s sword-hilt in 
the door-panels of the apartment where old Colonel Pyncheon, a dead 
host, had received his affrighted visitors with an awful frown. The dusky 
terror of that frown, Hepzibah observed, was thought to be lingering 
ever since in the passage-way. She bade Phoebe step into one of the tall 
chairs, and inspect the ancient map of the Pyncheon territory at the east- 
ward. In a tract of land on which she laid her finger, there existed a silver- 
mine, the locality of which was pret isely pointed out in some memoranda 
of Colonel Pyncheon himself, bin only to be made known when the 
family claim should be recognized I y government. Thus it was for the in- 
terest of all New England that th( Pyncheons should have justice done 
them. She told, too, how that there vas undoubtedly an immense treasure 
of English guineas hidden somewhe e about the house, or in the cellar, or 
possibly in the garden. 

“If you should happen to find t, Phoebe,’’ said Hepzibah, glancing 
aside at her with a grim yet kindly smile, ‘ Ve will tie up the shop-bell for 
good and all!” 

“Yes, dear cousin,” answered Phcebe; “but, in the mean time, I bear 
somebody ringing it!” 

When the customer was gone, Hepzibah talked rather vaguely, and at 
great length, about a certain Alice Pyncheon, who had been exceedingly 
beautiful and accomplished in her lifetime, a hundred years ago. The 
fragrance of her rich and delightful character still lingered about the 
place where she had lived, as a dried rosebud scents the drawer where it 
has withered and perished. This lovely Alice had met with some great and 
mysterious calamity, and had grown thin and white, and gradually faded 
out of the world. But, even now, she was supposed to haunt the House of 
the Seven Gables, and, a great many times, — especially when one of the 
Pyncheons was to die, — she had been heard playing sadly and beautifully 
on the harpsichord. One of these tunes, just as it had sounded from her 
spiritual touch, had been written down by an amateur of music; it was 
so exquisitely mournful that nobody, to this day, could bear to hear it 
played, unless when a great sorrow had made them know the still pro^ 
founder sweetness of it. 

“Was it the same harpsichord that you showed me? ’ inquired Phoebe. 

“The very same,” said Hepzibah. “It was Alice Pyncheon’s harp- 
sichord. When I was learning music, my father would never let me open 
it. So, as I could only play on my teacher’s instrument, I have forgotten 
all my music long ago.” 

Leaving these antique themes, the old lady began to talk about the 
daguerreotypist, whom, as he seemed to be a well-meaning and orderly 
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young man, and in narrow circumstances, she had permitted to take up 
his residence in one of the seven gables. But, on seeing more of Mr. Hol- 
grave, she hardly knew what to make of him. He had the strangest com- 
panions imaginable; men with long beards, and dressed in linen blouses, 
and other such new-fangled and ill-fitting garments; reformers, temper- 
ance lecturers, and all manner of cross-looking philanthropists; com- 
munity-men, and come-outers, as Hepzibah believed, who acknowledged 
no law, and ate no solid food, but lived on the scent of other people’s 
cookery, and turned up their noses at the fare. As for the daguerreotypist, 
she had read a paragraph in a penny paper, the other day, accusing him 
of making a speech full of wild and disorganizing matter, at a meeting of 
his banditti-like associates. For her own part, she had reason to believe 
that he practised animal magnetism, and, if such things were in fashion 
nowadays, should be apt to suspect him of studying the Black Art up 
there in his lonesome chamber. 

^‘But, dear cousin,” said Phoebe, “if the young man is so dangerous, 
why do you let him stay? If he does nothing worse, he may set the house 
on fire!” 

“Why, sometimes,” answered Hepzibah, “I have seriously made it a 
question, whether I ought not to send him away. But, with all his oddities, 
he is a quiet kind of a person, and has such a way of taking hold of one’s 
mind, that, without exactly liking him (for I don’t know enough of the 
young man), I should be sorry to lose sight of him entirely. A woman 
clings to slight acquaintances when she lives so much alone as I do.” 

“But if Mr. Holgrave is a lawless person!” remonstrated Phoebe, a 
part of whose essence it was to keep within the limits of law. 

“Oh!” said Hepzibah, carelessly, — for, formal as she was, still, in her 
life’s experience, she had gnashed her teeth against human law, — “I sup- 
pose he has a law of his own 1 ” 


VI 

Maule’s Well 

iiFTER an early tea, the little country-girl strayed into the garden. The 
enclosure had formerly been very extensive, but was now contracted 
within small compass, and hemmed about, partly by high wooden fences, 
and partly by the outbuildings of houses that stood on another street. In 
its centre was a grass-plat, surrounding a ruinous little structure, which 
showed just enough of its original design to indicate that it had once been 
a summer-house. A hop-vine, springing from last year’s root, was begin- 
ning to clamber over it, but would be long in covering the roof with its 
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green mantle. Three of the seven gables either fronted or looked sideways, 
with a dark solemnity of aspect, down into the garden. 

The black, rich soil had fed itself with the decay of a long period of 
time; such as fallen leaves, the petals of flowers, and the stalks and seed- 
vessels of vagrant and lawless plants, more useful after their death than 
ever while flaunting in the sun. The evil of these departed years would 
naturally have sprung up again, in such rank weeds (symbolic of the 
transmitted vices of society) as are always prone to root themselves about 
human dwellings. Phoebe saw, however, that their growth must have been 
checked by a degree of careful labor, bestowed daily and systematically 
on the garden. The white double rose-bush had evidently been propped 
up anew against the house since the commencement of the season ; and a 
pear-tree and three damson-trees, v hich, except a row of currant -bushes, 
constituted the only varieties of fn it, bore marks of the recent amputa- 
tion of several superfluous or def'*ctive limbs. There were also a fe\i 
species of antique and hereditary lowers, in no very flourishing condi 
tion, but scrupulously weeded; as if some person, either out of love oj 
curiosity, had been anxious to brinp them to such perfection as they were 
capable of attaining. The remaindfT of the garden presented a well-se- 
lected assortment of esculent vegetables, in a praiseworthy state of ad- 
vancement. Summer squashes, almost in their golden blossom; cucum- 
bers, now evincing a tendency to spread away from the main stock, and 
ramble far and wide; two or three rows of string-beans, and as many 
more that were about to festoon themselves on poles; tomatoes, occupy-* 
ing a site so sheltered and sunny that the plants were already gigantic, 
and promised an early and abundant harvest. 

Phoebe wondered whose care and toil it could have been that had 
planted these vegetables, and kept the soil so clean and orderly. Not 
surely her cousin Hepzibah’s, who had no taste nor spirits for the lady- 
like employment of cultivating flowers, and — with her recluse habits, and 
tendency to shelter herself within the dismal shadow of the house — ■ 
would hardly have come forth under the speck of open sky to weed and 
hoe among the fraternity of beans and squashes. 

It being her first day of complete estrangement from rural objects, 
Phoebe found an unexpected charm in this little nook of grass, and foliage, 
and aristocratic flowers, and plebeian vegetables. The eye of Heaven 
seemed to look down into it pleasantly, and with a peculiar smile, as if 
glad to perceive that nature, elsewhere overwhelmed, and driven out of 
the dusty town, had here been able to retain a breathing-place. The spot 
acquired a somewhat wilder grace, and yet a very gentle one, from the 
fact that a pair of robins had built their nest in the pear-tree, and were 
making themselves exceedingly busy and happy in the dark intricacy of 
its boughs. Bees, too, — strange, to say, — ^had thought it worth their while 
to come hither, possibly from the range of hives beside some farm-house 
miles away. How many aerial voyages might they have made, in quest ot 
honey, or honey-laden, betwixt dawn and sunset! Yet, late as it now was, 
there still arose a pleasant hum out of one or two of the squash-blossoms, 
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in the depths of which these bees were plying their golden labor. There 
was one other object in the garden which Nature might fairly claim as 
her inalienable property, in spite of whatever man could do to render it 
his own. This was a fountain, set round with a rim of old mossy stones, 
and paved, in its bed, with what appeared to be a sort of mosaic-work of 
variously colored pebbles. The play and slight agitation of the water, in 
its upward gush, wrought magically with these variegated pebbles, and 
made a continudly shifting apparition of quaint figures, vanishing too 
suddenly to be definable. Thence, swelling over the rim of moss-grown 
stones, the water stole away under the fence, through what we regret to 
call a gutter, rather than a channel. 

Nor must we forget to mention a hen-coop of very reverend antiquity 
that stood in the farther corner of the garden, not a great way from the 
fountain. It now contained only Chanticleer, his two wives, and a soli- 
tary chicken. All of them were pure specimens of a breed which had been 
transmitted down as an heirloom in the Pyncheon family, and were said, 
while in their prime, to have attained almost the size of turkeys, and, 
m the score of delicate flesh, to be fit for a prince’s table. In proof of 
the authenticity of this legendary renown, Hepzibah could have exhibited 
the shell of a great egg, which an ostrich need hardly have been ashamed 
of. Be that as it might, the hens were now scarcely larger than pigeons, 
and had a queer, rusty, withered aspect, and a gouty kind of movement, 
and a sleepy and melancholy tone throughout all the variations of their 
clucking and cackling. It was evident that the race had degenerated, like 
many a noble race besides, in consequence of too strict a watchfulness to 
keep it pure. These feathered people had existed too long in their distinct 
variety; a fact of which the present representatives, judging by their 
lugubrious deportment, seemed to be aware. They kept themselves alive, 
unquestionably, and laid now and then an egg, and hatched a chicken ; 
not for any pleasure of their own, but that the world might not absolute- 
ly lose what had once been so admirable a breed of fowls. The distinguish- 
ing mark of the hens was a crest of lamentably scanty growth, in these 
latter days, but so oddly and wickedly analogous to Hepzibah ’s turban, 
that Phoebe — to the poignant distress of her conscience, but inevitably — 
was led to fancy a general resemblance betwixt these forlorn bipeds and 
her respectable relative. 

The girl ran into the house to get some crumbs of bread, cold potatoes, 
and other such scraps as were suitable to the accommodating appetite of 
fowls. Returning, she gave a peculiar call, which they seemed to recog- 
nize. The chicken crept through the pales of the coop and ran, with some 
show of liveliness, to her feet; while Chanticleer and the ladies of his 
household regarded her with queer, sidelong glances, and then croaked 
one to another, as if communicating their sage opinions of her character. 
So wise, as well as antique, was their aspect, as to give color to the idea, 
not merely that they were the descendants of a time-honored race but 
that they had existed, in their individual capacity, ever since the House 
of the Seven Gables was founded, and were somehow mixed up with its 
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destiny. They were a species of tutelary sprite, or Banshee; although 
winged and feathered differently from most other guardian angels- 

‘^Here, you odd little chicken!” said Phoebe; ^‘here are some nice 
crumbs for you!” 

The chicken, hereupon, though almost as venerable in appearance as 
its mother, — possessing, indeed, the whole antiquity of its progenitors in 
miniature, — mustered vivacity enough to flutter upward and alight on 
Phoebe’s shoulder. 

“That little fowl pays you a high compliment!” said a voice behind 
Phoebe. 

Turning quickly, she was surprised at sight of a young man, who had 
found access into the garden by a door opening out of another gable than 
that whence she had emerged. He held a hoe in his hand, and, while 
Phoebe was gone in quest of the crumbs, had begun to busy himself with 
drawing up fresh earth about the rods of the tomatoes. 

“The chicken really treats you like an old acquaintance,” continued he> 
in a quiet way, while a smile made his face pleasanter than Phoebe at 
first fancied it. “Those venerable personages in the coop, too, seem very 
affably disposed. You are lucky to be in their good graces so soon! They 
have known me much longer, but never honor me with any familiarity, 
though hardly a day passes without my bringing them food. Miss Hepzi- 
bah, I suppose, will interweave the fact with her other traditions, and set 
it down that the fowls know you to be a Pyncheon ! ” 

“The secret is,” said Phoebe, smiling, “that I have learned how to talk 
with hens and chickens.” 

“Ah, but these hens,” answered the young man, — “these hens of aristo- 
cractic lineage would scorn to understand the vulgar language of a barn- 
yard fowl. I prefer to think — and so would Miss Hepzibah — that they 
recognize the family tone. For you are a Pyncheon?” 

“My name is Phoebe Pyncheon,” said the girl, with a manner of some 
reserve ; for she was aware that her new acquaintance could be no othei 
than the daguerreotypist, of whose lawless propensities the old maid had 
given her a disagreeable idea. “I did not know that my cousin Hepzibah’a 
garden was under another person’s care.” 

“Yes,” said Holgrave, “I dig, and hoe, and weed, in this black old 
earth, for the sake of refreshing myself with what little nature and sim- 
plicity may be left in it, after men have so long sown and reaped here. I 
turn up the earth by way of pastime. My sober occupation, so far as I 
have any, is with a lighter material. In short, I make pictures out of sun- 
shine; and, not to be too much dazzled with my own trade, I have pre* 
vailed with Miss Hepzibah to let me lodge in one of these dusky gables. 
It is like a bandage over one’s eyes, to come into it. But would you like to 
see a specimen of my productions?” 

“A daguerreotype likeness, do you mean?” asked Phoebe, with less re* 
serve; for, in spite of prejudice, her own youthfulness sprang forward to 
meet his. “I don’t much like pictures of that sort, — they are so hard and 
stern; besides dodging away from the eye, and trying to escape alto- 
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gether. They are conscious of looking very unamiable, I suppose, and 
therefore hate to be seen.^’ 

^Tf you would permit me,” said the artist, looking at Phoebe, ‘T should 
like to try whether the daguerreotype can bring out disagreeable traits on 
a perfectly amiable face. But there certainly is truth in what you have 
said. Most of my likenesses do look unamiable; but the very suffic^nt 
reason, I fancy, is, because the originals are so. There is a wonderful in- 
sight in Heaven’s broad and simple sunshine. While we give it credit only 
for depicting the merest surface, it actually brings out the secret char- 
acter with a truth that no painter would ever venture upon, even could he 
detect it. There is, at least, no flattery in my humble line of art. Now, 
here is a likeness which I have taken over and over again, and still with 
no better result. Yet the original wears, to common eyes, a very different 
expression. It would gratify me to have your judgment on this character.” 

He exhibited a daguerreotype miniature in a morocco case. Phoebe 
merely glanced at it, and gave it back. 

know the face,” she replied; “for its stern eye has been following 
me about all day. It is my Puritan ancestor, who hangs yonder in the 
parlor. To be sure, you have found some way of copying the portrait 
without its black velvet cap and gray beard, and have given him a modern 
coat and satin cravat, instead of his cloak and band. I don’t think him im- 
proved by your alterations.” 

“You would have seen other differences had you looked a little longer,” 
said Holgrave, laughing, yet apparently much struck. “I can assure you 
that this is a modern face, and one which you will very probably meet. 
Now, the remarkable point is, that the original wears, to the world’s eye, 
—and, for aught I know, to his most intimate friends, — an exceedingly 
pleasant countenance, indicative of benevolence, openness of heart, sunny 
good-humor, and other praiseworthy qualities of that cast. The sun, as 
you see, tells quite another story, and will not be coaxed out of it, after 
half a dozen patient attempts on my part. Here we have the man, sly, 
subtle, hard, imperious, and, withal, cold as ice. Look at that eye! Would 
you like to be at its mercy? At that mouth! Could it ever smile? And yet, 
if you could only see the benign smile of the original! It is so much the 
more unfortunate, as he is a public character of some eminence, and the 
likeness was intended to be engraved.” 

“Well, I don’t wish to see it any more,” observed Phoebe, turning 
away her eyes. “It is certainly very like the old portrait. But my cousin 
Hepzibah has another picture, — a miniature. If the original is still in the 
world, I think he might defy the sun to make him look stern and hard.” 

“You have seen that picture, then!” exclaimed the artist, with an ex- 
pression of much interest. “I never did, but have a great curiosity to do 
so. And you judge favorably of tlhe face?” 

“There never was a sweeter one,” said Phoebe. “It is almost too soft and 
gentle for a man’s.” 

“Is there nothing wild in the eye?” continued Holgrave, so earnestly 
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that it embarrassed Phoebe, as did also the quiet freedom with which he 
presumed on their so recent acquaintance. ‘‘Is there nothing dark or sin- 
ister an3rwhere? Could you not conceive the original to have been guilty 
of a great crime?” 

“It is nonsense,” said Phoebe, a little impatiently, “for us to talk about 
a picture which you have never seen. You mistake it for some other. A 
crime, indeed! Since you are a friend of my cousin Hepzibah’s, you should 
ask her to show you the picture.” 

“It will suit my purpose still better to see the original,” replied the 
daguerreotypist coolly. “As to his character, we need not discuss its 
points; they have already been settled by a competent tribunal, or one 
which called itself competent. But, stay! Do not go yet, if you please! I 
have a proposition to make you.” 

Phoebe was on the point of retrea ing, but turned back, with some hesi- 
tation; for she did not exactly comprehend his manner, although on bet- 
ter observation, its feature seemed r ither to be lack of ceremony than any 
approach to offensive rudeness. The re was an odd kind of authority, too, 
in what he now proceeded to say, ather as if the garden were liis own 
than a place to which he was admit ed merely by Hepzibah^s courtesy. 

“If agreeable to you,” he observed, “it would give me pleasure to turn 
over these flowers, and those ancient and respectable fowls, to your care. 
Coming fresh from country air and occupations, you will soon feel 
the need of some such out-of-door employment. My own sphere does not 
so much lie among flowers. You can trim and tend them, therefore, as 
you please; and I will ask only the least trifle of a blossom, now and 
then, in exchange for all the good, honest kitchen-vegetables with which I 
propose to enrich Miss Hepzibah^s table. So we will be fellow-laborers, 
somewhat on the community system.” 

Silently, and rather surprised at her own compliance, Phoebe accord- 
ingly betook herself to weeding a flower-bed, but busied herself still more 
with cogitations respecting this young man, with whom she so unexpec- 
tedly found herself on terms approaching to familiarity. She did not al- 
together like him. His character perplexed the little country-girl, as it 
might a more practised observer; for, while the tone of his conversation 
had generally been playful, the impression left on her mind was that of 
gravity, and, except as his youth modified it, almost sternness. She re- 
belled, as it were, against a certain magnetic element in the artist’s na- 
ture, which he exercised towards her, possibly without being conscious of 
it. 

After a little while, the twilight, deepened by the shadows of the fruit- 
trees and the surrounding buildings, threw an obscurity over the garden. 

“There,” said Holgrave, “it is time to give over work! That last stroke 
of the hoe has cut off a beanstalk. Good-night, Miss Phoebe Pyncheon! 
Any bright day, if you will put one of those rosebuds in your hair, and 
come to my rooms in Central Street, I will seize the purest ray of sun- 
shine, and make a picture of the flower and its wearer.” 
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He retired towards his own solitary gable, but turned his head, on 
reaching the door, and called to Phoebe, with a tone which certainly had 
laughter in it, yet which seemed to be more than half in earnest. 

‘‘Be careful not to drink at Maule’s well!’’ said he. “Neither drink nor 
bathe your face in it 1 ’’ 

“Maulers well!’^ answered Phoebe. “Is that it with the rim of mossy 
stones? I have no thought of drinking there, — but why not?’^ 

“Oh,’^ rejoined the daguerreotypist, “because, like an old lady’s cup of 
tea, it is water bewitched I ” 

He vanished; and Phoebe, lingering a moment, saw a glimmering light, 
and then the steady beam of a lamp, in a chamber of the gable. On re- 
turning into Hepzibah’s apartment of the house, she found the low- 
studded parlor so dim and dusky that her eyes could not penetrate the 
interior. She was indistinctly aware, however, that the gaunt figure of the 
old gentlewoman was sitting in one of the straight-backed chairs, a little 
withdrawn from the window, the faint gleam of which showed the 
blanched paleness of her cheek, turned sideway towards a corner. 

“Shall I light a lamp. Cousin Hepzibah?” she asked. 

“Do, if you please, my dear child,” answered Hepzibah. “But put it on 
the table in the corner of the passage. My eyes are weak ; and I can sel- 
dom bear the lamplight on them.” 

What an instrument is the human voice! How wonderfully responsive 
to every emotion of the human soul! In Hepzibah’s tone, at that moment, 
there was a certain rich depth and moisture, as if the words, common- 
place as they were, had been steeped in the warmth of her heart. Again, 
while lighting the lamp in the kitchen, Phoebe fancied that her cousin 
spoke to her. 

“In a moment, cousin!” answered the girl. “These matches just glim- 
mer, and go out.” 

But, instead of a response from Hepzibah, she seemed to hear the 
murmur of an unknown voice. It was strangely indistinct, however, and 
less like articulate words than an unshaped sound, such as would be the 
utterance of feeling and sympathy, rather than of the intellect. So vague 
was it, that its impression or echo in Phoebe’s mind was that of unreality. 
She concluded that she must have mistaken some other sound for that of 
the human voice ; or else that it was altogether in her fancy. 

She set the lighted lamp in the passage, and again entered the parlor. 
Hepzibah’s form, though its sable outline mingled with the dusk, was 
now less imperfectly visible. In the remoter parts of the room, however, 
its walls being so ill adapted to reflect light, there was nearly the same 
obscurity as before. 

“Cousin,” said Phoebe, “did you speak to me just now?” 

“No, child!” replied Hepzibah. 

Fewer words than before, but with the same mysterious music in them! 
Mellow, melancholy, yet not mournful, the tone seemed to gush up out 
of the deep well of Hepzibah’s heart, all steeped in its profoundest emo- 
tion. There was a tremor in it, too, that — as all strong feeling is electric 
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— partly communicated itself to Phcebe. The girl sat silently for a mo- 
ment. But soon, her senses being very acute, she became conscious of an 
irregular respiration in an obscure corner of the room. Her physical or- 
ganization, moreover, being at once delicate and healthy, gave her a per- 
ception, operating with almost the effect of a spiritu^ medium, that 
somebody was near at hand. 

^^My dear cousin,’’ asked she, overcoming an indefinable reluctance, '^ia 
there not some one in the room with us?” 

“Phoebe, my dear little girl,” said Hepzibah, after a moment’s pause, 
“you were up betimes, and have been busy all day. Pray go to bed; for 
I am sure you must need rest. I will sit in the parlor awhile, and collect 
my thoughts. It has been my custom for more years, child, than you hava 
lived!” 

While thus dismissing her, he maiden lady stept forward, kissed 
Phoebe, and pressed her to her heart, which beat against the girl’s bosom 
with a strong, high, and tumultu )us swell. How came there to be so much 
love in this desolate old heart, that it could afford to well over thus abund- 
antly? 

“Good night, cousin,” said P'loebe, strangely affected by Hepzibah’a 
manner. “If you begin to love me I am glad ! ” 

She retired to her chamber, but did not soon fall asleep, nor then very 
profoundly. At some uncertain period in the depths of night, and, as it 
were, through the thin veil of a dream, she was conscious of a footstep 
mounting the stairs heavily, but not with force and decision. The voice of 
Hepzibah, with a hush through it, was going up along with the footsteps; 
and, again, responsive to her cousin’s voice, Phoebe heard that strange, 
vague murmur, which might be likened to an indistinct shadow of human 
utterance. 


VII 

The Guest 

When Phoebe awoke, — which she did with the early twittering of the con- 
jugal couple of robins in the pear-tree, — she heard movements below 
stairs, and, hastening down, found Hepzibah already in the kitchen. She 
stood by a window, holding a book in close contiguity to her nose, as if 
with the hope of gaining an olfactory acquaintance with its contents, since 
her imperfect vision made it not very easy to read them. If any volume 
could have manifested its essential wisdom in the mode suggested, it 
would certainly have been the one now in Hepzibah ’s hand; and the 
kitchen, in such an event, would forthwith have steamed with the fra- 
grance of venison, turkeys, capons, larded partridges, puddings^ cakes. 
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and Christmas pies, in all manner of elaborate mixture and concoction. 
It was a cookery book, full of innumerable old fashions of English dishes, 
and illustrated with engravings, which represented the arrangements of 
the table at such banquets as it might have befitted a nobleman to give in 
the great hall of his castle. And, amid these rich and potent devices of the 
culinary art (not one of which, probably, had been tested, within the 
memory of any man’s grandfather), poor Hepzibah was seeking for some 
nimble little titbit, which, with what skill she had, and such materials as 
were at hand, she might toss up for breakfast. 

Soon, with a deep sigh, she put aside the savory volume, and inquired 
■of Phoebe whether old Speckle, as she called one of the hens, had laid an 
egg the preceding day. Phoebe ran to see, but returned without the ex- 
pected treasure in her hand. At that instant, however, the blast of a fish^ 
dealer’s conch was heard, announcing his approach along the street. With 
energetic raps at the shop-window, Hepzibah summoned the man in, and 
made purchase of what he warranted as the finest mackerel in his cart, 
and as fat a one as ever he felt with his finger so early in the season. Re- 
questing Phoebe to roast some coffee, — which she casually observed was 
the real Mocha, and so long kept that each of the small berries ought to 
be worth its weight in gold, — the maiden lady heaped fuel into the vast 
receptacle of the ancient fireplace in such quantity as soon to drive the 
lingering dusk out of the kitchen. The country-girl, willing to give her ut- 
most assistance, proposed to make an Indian cake, after her mother’s pe- 
culiar method, of easy manufacture, and which she could vouch for as 
possessing a richness, and, if rightly prepared, a delicacy, unequalled by 
any other mode of breakfast-cake. Hepzibah gladly assenting, the kitchen 
vras soon the scene of savory preparation. Perchance, amid their proper 
element of smoke, which eddied forth from the ill-constructed chimney, 
the ghosts of departed cook-maids looked wonderingly on, or peeped 
down the great breadth of the flue, despising the simplicity of the pro- 
jected meal, yet ineffectually pining to thrust their shadowy hands into 
■each inchoate dish. The half-starved rats, at any rate, stole visibly out of 
\heir hiding-places, and sat on their hind-legs, snuffing the fumy atmos- 
phere, and wistfully awaiting an opportunity to nibble. 

Hepzibah had no natural turn for cookery, and, to say the truth, had 
fairly incurred her present meagreness by often choosing to go without 
her dinner rather than be attendant pn the rotation of the spit, or ebulli- 
tion of the pot. Her zeal over the fire, therefore, was quite an heroic test 
of sentiment. It was touching, and positively worthy of tears (if Phoebe, 
the only spectator, except the rats and ghosts aforesaid, had not been bet- 
ter employed than in shedding them), to see her rake out a bed of fresh 
and glowing coals, and proceed to broil the mackerel. Her usually pale 
cheeks were all ablaze with heat and hurry. She watched the fish with as 
much tender care and minuteness of attention as if, — we know not how to 
express it otherwise, — as if her own heart were on the gridiron, and her 
immortal happiness were involved in its being done precisely to a turn ! 

Life, within doors, has few pleasanter prospects than a neatly arranged 
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and well-provisioned breakfast-table. We come to it freshly, in the dewy 
youth of the day, and when our spiritual and sensual elements are in bet- 
ter accord than at a later period; so that the material delights of the 
morning meal are capable of being fully enjoyed, without any very griev- 
ous reproaches, whether gastric or conscientious, for yielding even a trifle 
overmuch to the animal department of our nature. The thoughts, too, that 
run around the ring of familiar guests have a piquancy and mirthfulness, 
and oftentimes a vivid truth, which more rarely find their way into the 
elaborate intercourse of dinner. Hepzibah’s small and ancient table, sup- 
ported on its slender and graceful legs, and covered with a cloth of tho 
richest damask, looked worthy to be the scene and centre of one of the 
cheerfullest of parties. The vapoi of the broiled fish arose like incense 
from the shrine of a barbarian iool, while the fragrance of the Mocha 
might have gratified the nostrils ol a tutelary Lar, or whatever power has 
scope over a modern breakfast-t.ible. Phoebe’s Indian cakes were the 
sweetest offering of all, — in their 1 ue befitting the rustic altars of the in- 
nocent and golden age, — or, so I rightly yellow were they, resembling 
some of the bread which was chanj^ ed to glistening gold when Midas tried 
to eat it. The butter must not be forgotten, — butter which Phoebe herself 
had churned, in her own rural home, and brought it to her cousin as a 
propitiatory gift,— smelling of clover-blossoms, and diffusing the charm 
of pastoral scenery through the dark-panelled parlor. All this, with the 
quaint gorgeousness of the old china cups and saucers, and the crested 
spoons, and a silver cream-jug (Hepzibah’s only other article of plate, and 
shaped like the rudest porringer), set out a board at which the stateliest 
of old Colonel Pyncheon’s guests need not have scorned to take his place, 
But the Puritan’s face scowled down out of the picture, as if nothing on 
the table pleased his appetite. 

By way of contributing what grace she could, Phcebe gathered some 
roses and a few other flowers, possessing either scent or beauty, and ar- 
ranged them in a glass pitcher, which, having long ago lost its handle, was 
so much the fitter for a flower-vase. The early sunshine — as fresh as that 
which peeped into Eve’s bower while she and Adam sat at breakfast there 
— came twinkling through the branches of the pear-tree, and fell quite 
across the table. All was now ready. There were chairs and plates for 
three. A chair and plate for Hepzibah, — the same for Phoebe, — but what 
other guest did her cousin look for? 

Throughout this preparation there had been a constant tremor in Hep- 
zibah’s frame; an agitation so powerful that Phoebe could see the quiver- 
ing of her gaunt shadow, as thrown by the firelight on the kitchen wall, or 
by the sunshine on the parlor floor. Its manifestations were so various, 
and agreed so little with one another, that the girl knew not what to 
make of it. Sometime it seemed an ecstasy of delight and happiness. At 
such moments, Hepzibah would fling out her arms, and infold Phoebe in 
them, and kiss her cheek as tenderly as ever her mother had; she ap- 
peared to do so by an inevitable impulse, and as if her bosom were op- 
pressed with tenderness, of which she must needs pour out a little, in 
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order to gain breathing-room. The next moment, without any visible cause 
for the change, her unwonted joy shrank back, appalled, as it were, and 
clothed itself in mourning; or it ran and hid itself, so to speak, in the 
dungeon of her heart, where it had long lain chained, while a cold, spec- 
tral sorrow took the place of the imprisoned joy, that was afraid to be 
enfranchised, — a sorrow as black as that was bright. She often broke hito 
a little, nervous, hysteric laugh, more touching than any tears could be; 
and forthwith, as if to try which was the most touching, a gush of tears 
would follow; or perhaps the laughter and tears came both at once, and 
surrounded our poor Hepzibah, in a moral sense, with a kind of pale, dim 
rainbow. Towards Phoebe, as we have said, she was affectionate, — fai 
tenderer than ever before, in their brief acquaintance, except for that one 
kiss on the preceding night, — yet with a continually recurring pettish- 
ness and irritability. She would speak sharply to her; then, throwing 
aside all the starched reserve of her ordinary manner, ask pardon, and 
the next instant renew the just-forgiven injury. 

At last, when their mutual labor was all finished, she took Phoebe's 
hand in her own trembling one. 

^^Bear with me, my dear child," she cried; ‘^for truly my heart is full 
to the briml Bear with me; for I love you Phoebe, though I speak so 
roughly 1 Think nothing of it, dearest child! By and by, I shall be kind, 
and only kind!" 

“My dearest cousin, cannot you tell me what has happened?" asked 
Phoebe, with a sunny and tearful sympathy. “What is it that moves you 
80 ?" 

“Hush! hush! He is coming!" whispered Hepzibah, hastily wiping her 
eyes. “Let him see you first, Phoebe; for you are young and rosy, and 
cannot help letting a smile break out whether of no. He always liked 
bright faces! And mine is old now, and the tears are hardly dry on it. 
He never could abide tears. There; draw the curtain a little, so that the 
shadow may fall across his side of the table! But let there be a good deal 
of sunshine, too; for he never was fond of gloom, as some people are. 
He has had but little sunshine in his life, — ^poor Clifford, — and, oh, what 
a black shadow! Poor, poor Clifford!" 

Thus murmuring in an undertone, as if speaking rather to her own 
heart than to Phoebe, the old gentlewoman stepped on tiptoe about the 
room, making such arrangements as suggested themselves at the crisis. 

Meanwhile there was a step in the passage-way, above stairs. Phoebe 
recognized it as the same which had passed upward, as through her dream, 
in the night-time. The approaching guest, whoever it might be, appeared 
to pause at the head of the staircase; he paused twice or thrice in the de- 
scent; he paused again at the foot. Each time, the delay seemed to be 
without purpose, but rather from a forgetfulness of the purpose which 
had set him in motion, or as if the person's feet came involuntarily to a 
stand-still because the motive-power was too feeble to sustain his prog- 
ress. Finally, he made a long pause at the threshold of the parlor. He 
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took hold of the knob of the door; then loosened his grasp without open- 
ing it. Hepzibah, her hands convulsively clasped, stood gazing at the 
entrance. 

‘'Dear Cousin Hepzibah, pray don’t look sol” said Phoebe, trembling; 
for her cousin’s emotion, and this mysteriously reluctant step, made her 
veel as if a ghost were coming into the room. “You really frighten me! Is 
something awful going to happen?” 

“Hush! ” whispered Hepzibah. “Be cheerful! whatever may happen, be 
nothing but cheerful ! ” 

The final pause at the threshold proved so long, that Hepzibah, unable 
to endure the suspense, rushed forward, threw open the door, and led in 
the stranger by the hand. At the first glance, Phoebe saw an elderly per- 
sonage, in an old-fashioned dressi ag-gown of faded damask, and wearing 
his gray or almost white hair of ai unusual length. It quite overshadowed 
his forehead, except when he thrust it back, and stared vaguely about the 
room. After a very brief inspecti m of his face, it was easy to conceive 
that his footstep must necessarily be such an one as that which, slowly, 
and with as indefinite an aim as a child’s first journey across a floor, had 
just brought him hitherward. Yet there were no tokens that his physical 
strength might not have sufficed for a free and determined gait. It was the 
spirit of the man that could not walk. The expression of his countenance 
— while, notwithstanding, it had the light of reason in it — seemed to 
waver, and glimmer, and nearly to die away, and feebly to recover itself 
again. It was like a flame which we see twinkling among half-extinguished 
embers; we gaze at it more intently than if it were a positive blaze, gush- 
ing vividly upward, — more intently, but with a certain impatience, as il 
it ought either to kindle itself into satisfactory splendor, or be at once 
extinguished. 

For an instant after entering the room, the guest stood still, retaining 
Hepzibah’s hand, instinctively, as a child does that of the grown person 
who guides it. He saw Phoebe, however, and caught an illumination from 
her youthful and pleasant aspect, which, indeed, threw a cheerfulness 
about the parlor, like the circle of reflected brilliancy around the glass 
vase of flowers that was standing in the sunshine. He made a salutation, 
or, to spealc nearer the truth, an ill-defined, abortive attempt at courtesy. 
Imperfect as it was, however, it conveyed an idea, or, at least, gave a hint, 
of indescribable grace, such as no practised art of external manners could 
have attained. It was too slight to seize upon at the instant; yet, as rec- 
ollected afterwards, seemed to transfigure the whole man. 

“Dear Clifford,” said Hepzibah, in the tone with which one soothes a 
wayward infant, “this is our cousin Phoebe, — little Phoebe Pyncheon, — 
Arthur’s only child, you know. She has come from the country to stay 
with us awhile ; for our old house has grown to be very lonely now.” 

“Phoebe? — Phoebe Pyncheon? — Phoebe?” repeated the guest, with a 
strange, sluggish, ill-defined utterance, “Arthur’s child! Ah, I forget! No 
matter! She is very welcome!” 
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‘‘Come, dear Clifford, take this chair,” said Hepzibah, leading him to 
his place. “Pray, Phoebe, lower the curtain a very little more. Now let us 
begin breakfast.” 

The guest seated himself in the place assigned him, and looked strange- 
ly around. He was evidently trying to grapple with the present scene, and 
bring it home to his mind with a more satisfactory distinctness. He de- 
sired to be certain, at least, that he was here, in the low-studded, cross- 
beamed, oaken-panelled parlor, and not in some other spot, which had 
stereotyped itself into his senses. But the effort was too great to be sus- 
tained with more than a fragmentary success. Continually, as we may ex- 
press it, he faded away out of his place; or, in other words, his mind and 
consciousness took their departure, leaving his wasted, gray, and melan- 
choly figure — a substantial emptiness, a material ghost — to occupy his 
seat at table. Again, after a blank moment, there would be a flickering 
taper-gleam in his eyeballs. It betokened that his spiritual part had re- 
turned, and was doing its best to kindle the heart’s household fire, and 
light up intellectual lamps in the dark and ruinous mansion, where it was 
doomed to be a forlorn inhabitant. 

At one of these moments of less torpid, yet still imperfect animation, 
Phoebe became convinced of what she had at first rejected as too extrava- 
gant and startling an idea. She saw that the person before her must have 
been the original of the beautiful miniature in her cousin Hepzibah ’s pos- 
session. Indeed, with a feminine eye for costume, she had at once iden- 
tified the damask dressing-gown, which enveloped him, as the same in fig- 
ure, material, and fashion, with that so elaborately represented in the pic- 
ture. This old, faded garment, with all its pristine brilliancy extinct, 
seemed, in some indescribable way, to translate the wearer’s untold mis- 
xortune, and make it perceptible to the beholder’s eye. It was the better to 
be discerned, by this exterior type, how worn and old were the soul’s more 
immediate garments; that form and countenance, the beauty and grace 
of which had almost transcended the skill of Che most exquisite of artists. 
It could the more adequately be known that the soul of the man must 
have suffered some miserable wrong, from its earthly experience. There he 
seemed to sit, with a dim veil of decay and ruin betwixt him and the 
world, but through which, at flitting intervals, might be caught the same 
expression, so refined, so softly imaginative, which Malbone — venturing 
a happy touch, with suspended breath — ^had imparted to the miniature! 
There had been something so innately characteristic in this look, that all 
the dusky years, and the burden of unfit calamity which had fallen upon 
him, did not suffice utterly to destroy it. 

Hepzibah had now poured out a cup of deliciously fragrant coffee, and 
presented it to her guest. As hie eyes met hers, he seemed bewildered and 
disquieted. 

“Is this you, Hepzibah?” he murmured, sadly; then, more apart, and 
perhaps unconscious that he was overheard, “How changed! how 
changed! And is she angry with me? Why does she bend her brow so?” 

Poor Hepzibah! It was that wretched scowl which time and her near- 
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sightedness, and the fret of inward discomfort, had rendered so habitual 
that any vehemence of mood invariably evoked it. But at the indistinct 
murmur of his words her whole face grew tender, and even lovely, with 
sorrowful affection; the harshness of her features disappeared, as it were, 
behind the warm and misty glow. 

‘^Angryl ’’ she repeated; ^'angry with you, Clifford! ” 

Her tone, as she uttered the exclamation, had a plaintive and really ex- 
quisite melody thrilling through it, yet without subduing a certain some- 
thing which an obtuse auditor might still have mistaken for asperity. It 
was as if some transcendent musician should draw a soul-thrilling sweet- 
ness out of a cracked instrument, which makes its physical imperfection 
heard in the midst of ethereal harmony, — so deep was the sensibility that 
found an organ in Hepzibah’s voice! 

^There is nothing but love, heie, Clifford,^’ she added, — “nothing but 
love! You are at home! ” 

The guest responded to her tom by a smile, which did not half light up 
his face. Feeble as it was, however and gone in a moment, it had a charm 
of wonderful beauty. It was follov ed by a coarser expression; or one that 
had the effect of coarseness on the fine mould and outline of his counten- 
ance, because there was nothing ii tellectual to temper it. It was a look of 
appetite. He ate food with what might almost be termed voracity; and 
seemed to forget himself, Hepzibah, the young girl, and everything else 
around him, in the sensual enjoyment which the bountifully spread table 
afforded. In his natural system, though high-wrought and delicately re- 
fined, a sensibility to the delights of the palate was probably inherent. It 
would have been kept in check, however, and even converted into an ac- 
complishment, and one of the thousand modes of intellectual culture, had 
his more ethereal characteristics retained their vigor. But as it existed 
now, the effect was painful and made Phoebe droop her eyes. 

In a little while the guest became sensible of the fragrance of the yet 
untasted coffee. He quaffed it eagerly. The subtle essence acted on him 
like a charmed draught, and caused the opaque substance of his animal 
being to grow transparent, or, at least, translucent; so that a spiritual 
gleam was transmitted through it, with a clearer lustre than hitherto. 

“More, more! he cried, with nervous haste in his utterance, as if anx- 
ious to retain his grasp of what sought to escape him. “This is what I 
need ! Give me more ! ” 

Under this delicate and powerful influence he sat more erect, and 
looked out from his eyes with a glance that took note of what it rested on. 
It was not so much that his expression grew more intellectual; this, 
though it had its share, was not the most peculiar effect. Neither was what 
we call the moral nature so forcibly aw^ened as to present itself in re- 
markable prominence. But a certain fine temper of being was now not 
brought out in full relief, but changeably and imperfectly betrayed, of 
which it was the function to deal with all beautiful and enjoyable things. 
In a character where it should exist as the chief attribute, it would bestow 
on its possessor an exquisite taste, and an enviable susceptibility of hap- 
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piness. Beauty would be his life; his aspirations would all tend toward it; 
and, allowing his frame and physical organs to be in consonance, his own 
developments would likewise be beautiful. Such a man should have noth- 
ing to do with sorrow; nothing with strife; nothing with the martyrdom 
wWch, in an infinite variety of shapes, awaits those who have the heart, 
and will, and conscience, to fight a battle with the world. To these heroic 
tempers, such martyrdom is the richest meed in the world’s gift. To the 
individual before us, it could only be a grief, intense in due proportion 
with the severity of the infliction. He had no right to be a martyr ; and, 
beholding him so fit to be happy and so feeble for all other purposes, a 
generous, strong, and noble spirit would methinks, have been ready to 
sacrifice what little enjoyment it might have planned for itself, — it would 
have flung down the hopes, so paltry in its regard, — if thereby the wintry 
blasts of our rude sphere might come tempered to such a man. 

Not to speak it harshly or scornfully, it seemed Clifford’s nature to be 
a Sybarite. It was perceptible, even there, in the dark old parlor, in the 
inevitable polarity with which his eyes were attracted towards the quiver- 
ing play of sunbeams through the shadowy foliage. It was seen in his ap- 
preciating notice of the vase of flowers, the scent of which he inhaled with 
a zest almost peculiar to a physical organization so refined that spiritual 
ingredients are moulded in with it. It was betrayed in the unconscious 
smile with which he regarded Phoebe, whose fresh and maidenly figure 
was both sunshine and flowers, — their essence, in a prettier and more 
agreeable mode of manifestation. Not less evident was this love and nec- 
essity for the Beautiful, in the instinctive caution with which, even so 
soon, his eyes turned away from his hostess, and wandered to any quarter 
rather than come back. It was Hepzibah’s misfortune, — not Clifford’s 
fault. How could he, — so yellow as she was, so wrinkled, so sad of mien, 
with that odd uncouthness of a turban on her head, and that most per- 
verse of scowls contorting her brow, — how could he love to gaze at her? 
But, did he owe her no affection for so much as she had silently given? 
He owed her nothing. A nature like Clifford’s can contract no debts of 
that kind. It is — we say it without censure, nor in diminution of the claim 
which it indefensibly possesses on beings of another mould — it is always 
•lelfish in its essence ; and we must give it leave to be so, and heap up our 
heroic and disinterested love upon it so much the more, without a recom- 
pense. Poor Hepzibah knew this truth, or, at least, acted on the instinct 
of it. So long estranged from what was lovely as Clifford had been, she re- 
joiced — rejoiced, though with a present sigh, and a secret purpose to shed 
tears in her own chamber — that he had brighter objects now before his 
eyes than her aged and uncomely features. They never possessed a charm; 
and if they had, the canker of her grief for him would long since have de- 
;3troyed it. 

The guest leaned back in his chair. Mingled in his countenance with a 
dreamy delight, there was a troubled look of effort and unrest. He was 
seeking to make himself more fully sensible of the scene around him; or, 
perhaps, dreading it to be a dream, or a play of imagination, was vexing 
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the fair moment with a struggle for some added brilliancy and more dur- 
able illusion. 

^'How pleasant! — How delightful!’^ he murmured, but not as if ad- 
dressing any one. “Will it last? How balmy the atmosphere through that 
open window! An open window! How beautiful that play of sunshine! 
Those flowers, how very fragrant ’ That young girl’s face, how cheerful, 
how blooming! — a flower with the dew on it, and sunbeams in the dew- 
drops! Ah! this must be all a dream! A dream! A dream! But it has quite 
hidden the four stone walls!” 

Then his face darkened, as if the shadow of a cavern or a dungeon had 
come over it ; there was no more light in its expression than might have 
come through the iron grates of a prison window, — still lessening, too, as 
if he were sinking farther into the lepths. Phcebe (being of that quickness 
and activity of temperament that she seldom long refrained from taking 
a part, and generally a good one in what was going forward) now felt 
herself moved to address the stran j;er. 

“Here is a new kind of rose, which I found this morning in the garden,” 
said she, choosing a small crimson one from among the flowers in the vase. 
“There will be but five or six on the bush this season. This is the most 
perfect of them all; not a speck o blight or mildew in it. And how sweet 
it is! — sweet like no other rose! One can never forget that scent! ” 

“Ah! — let me see! — let me hoid it!” cried the guest, eagerly seizing 
the flower, which, by the spell peculiar to remembered odors, brought in- 
numerable associations along with the fragrance that it exhaled. “Thank 
you! This has done me good. I remember how I used to prize this flower, 
— long ago, I suppose, very long ago! — or was it only yesterday? It makes 
me feel young again! Am I young? Either this remembrance is singularly 
distinct, or this consciousness strangely dim! But how kind of the fair 
young girl ! Thank you ! Thank you ! ” 

The favorable excitement derived from this little crimson rose afforded 
Clifford the brightest moment which he enjoyed at the breakfast-table 
It might have lasted longer, but that his eyes happened, soon afterwards, 
to rest on the face of the old Puritan, who, out of his dingy frame and lus- 
treless canvas, was looking down on the scene like a ghost, and a most ill- 
tempered and ungenial one. The guest made an impatient gesture of the 
hand, and addressed Hepzibah with what might easily be recognized as 
the licensed irritability of a petted member of the family. 

“Hepzibah! — Hepzibah!” cried he with no little force and distinctness, 
“why do you keep that odious picture on the wall? Yes, yes! — that is pre- 
cisely your taste! I have told you, a thousand times, that it was the evil 
genius of the house! — my evil genius particularly! Take it down, at 
once!” 

“Dear Clifford,” said Hepzibah, sadly, “you know it cannot be! ” 

“Then, at all events,” continued he, still speaking with some energy, 
“pray cover it with a crimson curtain, broad enough to hang in folds, and 
with a golden border and tassels. I cannot bear it! It must not stare me in 
the face!” 



310 THE WORKS OF HAWTHORNE 

‘‘Yes, dear Clifford, the picture shall be covered,” said Hepzibah, sooth- 
ingly. ^‘There is a crimson curtain in a trunk above stairs, — a little faded 
and moth-eaten, I’m afraid, — but Phoebe and I will do wonders with it.” 

“This very day, remember!” said he; and then added, in a low, self- 
communing voice, “Why should we live in this dismal house at all? Why 
not go to the South of France? — to Italy? — Paris, Naples, Ve»"lce, 
Rome? Hepzibah will sa> we have not the means. A droll idea that 1 ” 

He smiled to himself, and threw a glance of fine sarcastic meaning to- 
wards Hepzibah. 

But the several moods of feeling, faintly as they were marked, through 
which he had passed, occurring in so brief an interval of time, had evi- 
dently wearied the stranger. He was probably accustomed to a sad monot- 
ony of life, not so much flowing in a stream, however sluggish, as stagnat- 
ing in a pool around his feet. A slumberous veil diffused itself over his 
countenance, and had an effect, morally speaking, on its naturally deli- 
cate and elegant outline, like that which a brooding mist, with no sunshine 
in it, throws over the features of a landscape. He appeared to become 
grosser, — almost cloddish. If aught of interest or beauty — even ruined 
beauty — ^had heretofore been visible in this man, the beholder might now 
begin to doubt it, and to accuse his own imagination of deluding him with 
whatever grace had flickered over that visage, and whatever exquisite 
lustre had gleamed in those filmy eyes. 

Before he had quite sunken away, however, the sharp and peevish tin- 
kle of the shop-bell inade itself audible. Striking most disagreeably on 
Clifford’s auditory organs and the characteristic sensibility of his nerves, 
it caused him to start upright out of his chair. 

“Good heavens, Hepzibah! what horrible disturbance have we now in 
the house?” cried he, wreaking his resentful impatience — as a matter of 
course, and a custom of old — on the one person in the world that loved 
him. “I have never heard such a hateful clamor! Why do you permit it? 
In the name of all dissonance, what can it be?” 

It was very remarkable into what prominent relief — even as if a dim 
picture should leap suddenly from its canvas — Clifford’s character was 
thrown by this apparently trifling annoyance. The secret was, that an in- 
dividual of his temper can always be pricked more acutely through his 
sense of the beautiful and harmonious than through his heart. It is even 
possible — for similar cases have often happened — that if Clifford, in his 
foregoing life, had enjoyed the means of cultivating his taste to its utmost 
perfectibility, that subtile attribute might, before this period, have com- 
pletely eaten out or filed away his affections. Shall we venture to pro- 
nounce, therefore, that his long and black calamity may not have had a 
redeeming drop of mercy at the bottom? 

“Dear Clifford, I wish I could keep the sound from your ears,” said 
Hepzibah, patiently, but reddening with a painful suffusion of shame. 
“It is very disagreeable even to me. But, do you know, Clifford, I have 
something to tell you? This ugly noise, — pray run, Phoebe, and see who 
is there! — this naughty little tinkle is nothing but our shop-bell! ” 
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“Shop-bell! repeated Clifford, with a bewildered stare. 

“Yes, our shop-bell,” said Hepzibah, a certain natural dignity, mirigled 
with deep emotion, now asserting itself in her manner. “For you must 
know, dearest Clifford, that we are very poor. And there was no other re- 
source, but either to accept assistance from a hand that I would push 
aside (and so would you! ) were it to offer bread when we were dying for 
it, — no help, save from him, or else to earn our subsistence with my own 
hands! Alone, I might have been content to starve. But you were to b^ 
given back to me! Do you think, then, dear Clifford,” added she, with a 
wretched smile, “that I have brought an irretrievable disgrace on the old 
house, by opening a little shop in the front gable? Our great-great-grand- 
father did the same, when there was far less need! Are you ashamed of 
me?” 

“Shame! Disgrace! Do you spe<^k these words to me, Hepzibah?” said 
Clifford, — not angrily, however; i )v when a man’s spirit has been thor- 
oughly crushed, he may be peevish at small offences, but never resentful 
of great ones. So he spoke with on y a grieved emotion. “It was not kind 
to say so, Hepzibah ! What shame ( m befall me now?” 

And then the unnerved man — he that had been born for enjoyment, 
but had met a doom so very wret( hed — burst into a woman’s passion of 
tears. It was but of brief continuance, however; soon leaving him in a 
quiescent, and, to judge by his countenance, not an uncomfortable state. 
From this mood, too, he partially rallied for an instant, and looked at 
Hepzibah with a smile, the keen, half-derisory purport of which was a 
puzzle to her. 

“Are we so very poor, Hepzibah?” said he. 

Finally, his chair being deep and softly cushioned, Clifford fell asleep. 
Hearing the more regular rise and fall of his breath (which, however, even 
then, instead of being strong and full, had a feeble kind of tremor, corre- 
sponding with the lack of vigor in his character), — ^hearing these tokens 
of settled slumber, Hepzibah seized the opportunity to peruse his face 
more attentively than she had yet dared to do. Her heart melted away in 
tears: her profoundest spirit sent forth a moaning voice, low, gentle, but 
inexpressibly sad. In this depth of grief and pity she felt that there was no 
irreverence in gazing at his altered, aged, faded, ruined face. But no soon- 
er was she a little relieved than her conscience smote her for gazing curi- 
ously at him, now that he was so changed; and, turning hastily away, 
Hej^ibah let down the curtain over the sunny window, and left Clifford 
to slumber there. 
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The Pyncheon of To-day 

Phcebe, on entering the shop, beheld there the already familiar face of 
the little devourer — if we can reckon his mighty deeds aright — of Jim 
Crow, the elephant, the camel, the dromedaries, and the locomotive. Hav- 
ing expended his private fortune, on the two preceding days, in the pur- 
chase of the above unheard-of luxuries, the young gentleman^s present 
errand was on the part of his mother, in quest of three eggs and half a 
pound of raisins. These articles Phoebe accordingly supplied, and, as a 
mark of gratitude for his previous patronage, and a slight super-added 
morsel after breakfast, put likewise into his hand a whale! The great fish, 
reversing his experience with the prophet of Nineveh, immediately began 
his progress down the same red pathway of fate whither so varied a cara- 
van had preceded him. This remarkable urchin, in truth, was the very em- 
blem of old Father Time, both in respect of his all-devouring appetite for 
men and things, and because he, as well as Time, after ingulfing thus 
much of creation, looked almost as youthful as if he had been just that 
moment made. 

After partly closing the door, the child turned back, and mumbled 
something to Phcebe, which, as the whale was but half disposed of, she 
could not perfectly understand. 

^What did you say, my little fellow?’’ asked she. 

‘^Mother wants to know,” repeated Ned Higgins, more distinctly, “how 
Old Maid Pyncheon ’s brother does? Folks say he has got home.” 

“My cousin Hepzibah’s brother!” exclaimed Phcebe, surprised at this 
sudden explanation of the relationship between Hepzibah and her guest. 
“Her brother! And where can he have been?” 

The little boy only put his thumb to his broad snub-nose, with that 
look of shrewdness which a child, spending much of his time in the street, 
so soon learns to throw over his features, however unintelligent in them- 
selves. Then as Phoebe continued to gaze at him, without answering his 
mother’s message, he took his departure. 

As the child went down the steps, a gentleman ascended them, ana 
made his entrance into the shop. It was the portly, and, had it possessed 
the advantage of a little more height, would have been the stately figure 
of a man considerably in the decline of life, dressed in a black suit of some 
thin stuff, resembling broad-cloth as closely as possible. A gold-headed 
cane, of rare Oriental wood, added materially to the high respectability 
of his aspect, as did also a neckcloth of the utmost snowy purity, and the 
conscientious polish of his boots. His dark, square countenance, with its 
almost shaggy depth of eyebrows, was naturally impressive, and would, 
perhaps, have been rather stem, had not the gentleman considerately 
taken upon himself to mitigate the harsh effect by a look of exceeding 
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good-humor and benevolence. Owing, however, to a somewhat massive 
accumulation of animal substance about the lower region of his face, the 
look was, perhaps, unctuous, rather than spiritual, and had, so to speak, 
a kind of fleshly effulgence, not altogether so satisfactory as he doubtless 
intended it to be. A susceptible observer, at any rate, might have regarded 
it as affording very little evidence of the general benignity of soul where- 
of it purported to be the outward reflection. And if the observer chanced 
to be ill-natured, as well as acute and susceptible, he would probably sus- 
pect that the smile on the gentleman’s face was a good deal akin to the 
shine on his boots, and that each must have cost him and his boot-blacky 
respectively, a good deal of hard labor to bring out and preserve them. 

As the stranger entered the litthi shop, where the projection of the sec^ 
ond story and the thick foliage of i he elm-tree, as well as the commodities 
at the window, created a sort of gr ty medium, his smile grew as intense as 
if he had set his heart on counter acting the whole gloom of the atmos- 
phere (besides any moral gloom pt rtaining to Hepzibah and her inmates) 
by the unassisted light of his cou>itenance. On perceiving a young rose- 
bud of a girl, instead of the gaunt iresence of the old maid, a look of sur- 
prise was manifest. He at first knit his brows; then smiled with more unc* 
tuous benignity than ever. 

“Ah, I see how it is! ” said he, in a deep voice, — a voice which, had it 
come from the throat of an uncultivated man, would have been gruff, but, 
by dint of careful training, was now sufficiently agreeable, — “I was not 
aware that Miss Hepzibah Pyncheon had commenced business under such 
favorable auspices. You are her assistant, I suppose?” 

“I certainly am,” answered Phoebe, and added, with a little air of lady- 
like assumption ( for, civil as the gentleman was, he evidently took her to 
be a young person serving for wages), “I am a cousin of Miss Hepzibah, 
on a visit to her.” 

“Her cousin? — and from the country? Pray pardon me, then,” said the 
gentleman, bowing and smiling, as Phoebe never had been bowed to nor 
smiled on before; “in that case, we must be better acquainted; for, unless 
I am sadly mistaken, you are my own little kinswoman likewise! Let me 
see, — Mary? — Dolly? — Phoebe? — ^yes, Phoebe is the name! Is it possible 
that you are Phoebe Pyncheon, only child of ip5r<lear cousin and class- 
mate, Arthur? Ah, I see your father now, about your mouth! Yes, yes! 
we must be better acquainted! I am your kinsman, my dear. Surely you 
must have heard of Judge Pyncheon?” 

As Phoebe courtesied in reply, the Judge bent forward, with the pardon- 
able and even praiseworthy purpose — considering the/nearness of blood, 
and the difference of age — of bestowing on his youi^ relative a kiss of 
acknowledged kindred and natural affection. Unfortimately (without de- 
sign, or only with such instinctive design as gives no account of itself to 
the intellect) Phoebe, just at the critical moment, drew back; so that her 
highly respectable kinsman, with his body bent over the counter, and his 
Ups protruded, was betrayed into the rather absurd predicament of kiss- 
ing the empty air. It was a modern parallel to the case of Ixion embracing 
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a cloud, and was so much the more ridiculous, as the Judge prided himself 
on eschewing all airy matter, and never mistaking a shadow for a sub- 
stance. The truth was, — and it is Phoebe’s only excuse, — that, although 
Judge P3mcheon’s glowing benignity might not be absolutely unpleasant 
to the feminine beholder, with the width of a street, or even an ordinary- 
sized room, interposed between, yet it became quite too intense, wiien 
this dark, full-fed physiognomy (so roughly bearded, too, that no razor 
could ever make it smooth) sought to bring itself into actual contact with 
the object of its regards. The man, the sex, somehow or other, was entirely 
too prominent in the Judge’s demonstrations of that sort. Phoebe’s eyes 
sank, and, without knowing why, she felt herself blushing deeply under 
his look. Yet she had been kissed before, and without any particular 
squeamishness, by perhaps half a dozen different cousins, younger as well 
as older than this dark-browed, grisly-bearded, white-neck-clothed, and 
unctuously-benevolent Judge! Then, why not by him? 

On raising her eyes, Phoebe was startled by the change in Judge Pyn- 
cheon’s face. It was quite as striking, allowing for the difference of scale, 
as that betwixt a landscape under a broad sunshine and just before a 
thunder-storm; not that it had the passionate intensity of the latter as- 
pect, but was cold, hard, immitigable, like a day-long brooding cloud. 

‘^Dear me! what is to be done now?” thought the country-girl to her- 
self. ^^He looks as if there were nothing softer in him than a rock, nor 
milder than the east wind! I meant no harm! Since he is really my cousin, 
I would have let him kiss me, if I could ! ” 

Then, all at once, it struck Phoebe that this very Judge Pyncheon was 
the original of the miniature which the daguerreotypist had shown her in 
the garden, and that the hard, stern, relentless look, now on his face, was 
the same that the sun had so inflexibly persisted in bringing out. Was it, 
therefore, no momentary mood, but, however skilfully concealed, the set- 
tled temper of his life? And not merely so, but was it hereditary in him, 
and transmitted down, as a precious heirloom, from that bearded ances- 
tor, in whose picture both the expression, and, to a singular degree, the 
features of the modern Judge were shown as by a kind of prophecy? A 
deeper philosopher than Phoebe might have found something very terrible 
in this idea. It implied that the weaknesses and defects, the bad passions, 
the mean tendencies, and the moral diseases which lead to crime are hand- 
ed doviTi from one generation to another, by a far surer process of trans- 
mission than human law has been able to establish in respect to the riches 
and honors which it seeks to entail upon posterity. 

But, as it happened, scarcely had Phoebe’s eyes rested again on the 
Judge’s countenance than all its ugly sternness vanished; and she found 
herself quite overpowered by the sultry, dog-day heat, as it were, of be- 
nevolence, which this excellent man diffused out of his great heart into 
the surrounding atmosphere, — very much like a serpent, which, as a pre- 
liminary to fascination, is said to fill the air with his peculiar odor. 

like that. Cousin Phoebe! ” cried he, with an emphatic nod of appro- 
bation. 'T like it much, my little cousin! You are a good child, and know 



THE HOUSE OF THE SEVEN GABLES 3^5 

how to take care of yourself. A young girl — especially if she be a very 
pretty one — can never be too chary of her lips.” 

‘ Indeed, sir,” said Phoebe, trying to laugh the matter off, “I did not 
mean to be unkind.” 

Nevertheless, whether or no it were entirely owing to the inauspicious 
commencement of their acquaintance, she still acted under a certain re- 
serve, which was by no means customary to her frank and genial nature. 
The fantasy would not quit her, that the original Puritan, of whom she 
had heard so many sombre traditions, — the progenitor of the whole race 
of New England Pyncheons, the founder of the House of the Seven Ga- 
bles, and who had died so strangely in it, — had now stept into the shop. 
In these days of off-hand equipment, the matter was easily enough ar- 
ranged. On his arrival from the othtT world, he had merely found it neces-» 
sary to spend a quarter of an hour at a barber’s, who had trimmed down 
the Puritan’s full beard into a pair )f grizzled whiskers, then, patronizing 
a ready-made clothing establishme it, he had exchanged his velvet doub- 
let and sable cloak, with the richly worked band under his chin, for a 
white collar and cravat, coat, vest, and pantaloons; and lastly, putting 
aside his steel-hilted broadsword t( > take up a gold-headed cane, the Col- 
onel Pyncheon of two centuries ago steps forward as the Judge of the 
passing moment! 

Of course, Phoebe was far too sensible a girl to entertain this idea in any 
other way than as matter for a smile. Possibly, also, could the two per- 
sonages have stood together before her eye, many points of difference 
would have been perceptible, and perhaps only a general resemblance. The 
long lapse of intervening years, in a climate so unlike that which had fos- 
tered the ancestral Englishman, must inevitably have wrought important 
changes in the physical system of his descendant. The Judge’s volume ol 
muscle could hardly be the same as the Colonel’s; there was undoubtedly 
less beef in him. Though looked upon as a weighty man among his con- 
temporaries in respect of animal substance, and as favored with a remark- 
able degree of fundamental development, well adapting him for the judi- 
cial bench, we conceive that the modern Judge Pyncheon, if weighed in 
the same balance with his ancestor, would have required at least an old- 
fashioned fifty-six to keep the scale in equilibrio. Then the Judge’s face 
had lost the ruddy English hue that showed its warmth through all the 
duskiness of the Colonel’s weather-beaten cheek, and had taken a sallow 
shade, the established complexion of his countrymen. If we mistake not, 
moreover, a certain quality of nervousness had become more or less mani- 
fest, even in so solid a specimen of Puritan descent as the gentleman now 
under discussion. As one of its effects, it bestowed on his countenance a 
quicker mobility than the old Englishman’s had possessed, and keener 
vivacity, but at the expense of a sturdier something, on which these acute 
endowments seemed to act like dissolving acids. This process, for aught 
we know, may belong to the great system of human progress, which, with 
every ascending footstep, as it diminishes the necessity for animal force, 
may be destined gradually to spiritualize us, b}" refining away our grosser 
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attributes of body. If so, Judge Pyncheon could endure a century or two 
more of such refinement as well as most other men. 

The similarity, intellectual and moral, between the Judge and his an- 
cestor appears to have been at least as strong as the resemblance of mien 
and feature would afford reason to anticipate. In old Colonel Pyncheon’s 
funeral discourse the clergyman absolutely canonized his deceased parish- 
ioner, and opening, as it were, a vista through the roof of the church, and 
thence through the firmament above, showed him seated, harp in hand, 
among the crowned choristers of the spiritual world. On his tombstone, 
too, the record is highly eulogistic; nor does history, so far as he holds a 
place upon its page, assail the consistency and uprightness of his charac- 
ter. So also, as regards the Judge Pyncheon of to-day, neither clergyman, 
nor legal critic, nor inscriber of tombstones, nor historian of general or 
local politics, would venture a word against this eminent person’s sincer- 
ity as a Christian, or respectability as a man, or integrity as a judge, or 
courage and faithfulness as the often-tried representative of his political 
party. But, besides these cold, formal, and empty words of the chisel that 
inscribes, the voice that speaks, and the pen that writes, for the public 
eye and for distant time, — and which inevitably lose much of their truth 
and freedom by the fatal consciousness of so doing, — there were tradi- 
tions about the ancestor, and private diurnal gossip about the Judge, re- 
markably accordant in their testimony. It is often instructive to take the 
woman’s, the private and domestic, view of a public man ; nor can any- 
thing be more curious than the vast discrepancy between portraits in- 
tended for engraving and the pencil-sketches that pass from hand to hand 
behind the original’s back. 

For example: tradition affirmed that the Puritan had been greedy of 
wealth; the Judge, too, with all the show of liberal expenditure, was said 
to be as close-fisted as if his gripe were of iron. The ancestor had clothed 
himself in a grim assumption of kindliness, a rough heartiness of word 
and manner, which most people took to be the genuine warmth of nature, 
making its way through the thick and inflexible hide of a manly character. 
His descendant, in compliance with the requirements of a nicer age, had 
etherealized this rude benevolence into that broad benignity of smile, 
wherewith he shone like a noonday sun along the streets, or glowed like a 
household fire in the drawing-rooms of his private acquaintance. The 
Puritan — if not belied by some singular stories, murmured, even at this 
day, under the narrator’s breath — ^had fallen into certain transgressions 
to which men of his great animal development, whatever their faith or 
principles, must continue liable, until they put off impurity, along with 
the gross earthly substance that involves it. We must not stain our page 
with any contemporary sc^dal, to a similar purport, that may have been 
whispered against the Judge. The Puritan, again, an autocrat in his own 
household, had worn out three wives, and, merely by the remorseless 
weight and hardness of his character in the conjugal relation, had sent 
them, one after another, broken-hearted, to their graves. Here the parallel 
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in some sort, fails. The Judge had wedded but a single wife, and lost her 
in the third or fourth year of their marriage. There was a fable, however, 
— for such we choose to consider it, though not impossibly, typical of 
Judge Pyncheon’s marital deportment, — that the lady got her death-blow 
in the honeymoon, and never smiled again, because her husband com- 
pelled her to serve him with coffee every morning at his bedside, in token 
of fealty to her liege-lord and master. 

But it is too fruitful a subject, this of hereditary resemblances, — the 
frequent recurrence of which, in a direct line, is truly unaccountable, 
when we consider how large an accumulation of ancestry lies behind 
every man at the distance of one or two centuries. We shall only add, 
therefore, that the Puritan — so, a least, says chimney-corner tradition, 
which often preserves traits of character with marvellous fidelity — was 
bold, imperious, relentless, crafty laying his purposes deep, and follow- 
ing them out with an inveteracy of pursuit that knew neither rest nor con- 
science; trampling on the weak, and, when essential to his ends, doing his 
utmost to beat down the strong. V hether the Judge in any degree resem^ 
bled him the further progress of ou' narrative may show. 

Scarcely any of the items in :he above-drawn parallel occurred to 
Phoebe, whose country birth and residence, in truth, had left her pitifully 
ignorant of most of the family traditions, which lingereo, like cobwebs 
and incrustations of smoke, about the rooms and chimney-corners of the 
House of the Seven Gables. Yet there was a circumstance, very trifling in 
itself, which impressed her with an odd degree of horror. She had heard 
of the anathema flung by Maule, the executed wizard, against Colonel 
Pyncheon and his posterity, — that God would give them blood to drink, 
— and likewise of the popular notion, that this miraculous blood might 
now and then be heard gurgling in their throats. The latter scandal — as 
became a person of sense, and, more especially, a member of the P3m- 
oheon family — Phoebe had set down for the absurdity w^hich it unques- 
tionably was. But ancient superstitions, after being steeped in humar 
hearts and embodied in human breath, and passing from lip to ear in 
manifold repetition, through a series of generations, become imbued with 
an effect of homely truth. The smoke of the domestic hearth has scented 
them through and through. By long transmission among household facts, 
they grow to look like them, and have such a familiar way of making 
themselves at home that their influence is usually greater than we sus- 
pect. Thus it happened, that when Phoebe heard a certain noise in Judge 
Pyncheon’s throat, — rather habitual with him, not altogether voluntary, 
yet indicative of nothing, unless it were a slight bronchial complaint, or, 
as some people hinted, an apoplectic symptom, — when the girl heard this 
queer and awkward ingurgitation (which the writer never did hear, and 
therefore cannot describe), she, very foolishly, started, and clasped her 
hands. 

Of course, it was exceedingly ridiculous in Phoebe to be discomposed by 
5uch a trifle, and still more unpardonable to show her discomposure to 
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the individual most concerned in it. But the incident chimed in so oddly 
with her previous fancies about the Colonel and the Judge, that, for the 
moment, it seemed quite to mingle their identity. 

‘What is the matter with you, young woman?’’ said Judge Pyncheon, 
giving her one of his harsh looks. “Are you afraid of anything?” 

“Oh, nothing, sir, — nothing in the world!” answered Phoebe, wiin a 
little laugh of vexation at herself. “But perhaps you wish to speak with 
my cousin Hepzibah. Shall I call her?” 

“Stay a moment, if you please,” said the Judge, again beaming sun- 
shine out of his face. “You seem to be a little nervous this morning. The 
town air. Cousin Phoebe, does not agree with your good, wholesome coun- 
try habits. Or has anything happened to disturb you? — anything remark- 
able in Cousin Hepzibah’s family? — An arrival, eh? I thought so! No 
wonder you are out of sorts, my little cousin. To be an inmate with such a 
guest may well startle an innocent young girl! ” 

“You quite puzzle me, sir,” replied Phoebe, gazing inquiringly at the 
Judge. “There is no frightful guest in the house, but only a poor, gentle, 
childlike man, whom I believe to be Cousin Hepzibah’s brother. I am 
afraid (but you, sir will know better than I) that he is not quite in his 
sound senses ; but so mild and quiet he seems to be, that a mother might 
trust her baby with him ; and I think he would play with the baby as if he 
were only a few years older than itself. He startle me! — Oh, no indeed! ” 

“I rejoice to hear so favorable and so ingenuous an account of my 
cousin Clifford,” said the benevolent Judge. “Many years ago, when we 
were boys and young men together, I had a great affection for him, and 
still feel a tender interest in all his concerns. You, say. Cousin Phoebe, he 
appears to be weak-minded. Heaven grant him at least enough of intellect 
to repent of his past sins! ” 

“Nobody, I fancy,” observed Phoebe, “can have fewer to repent of.” 

“And is it possible, my dear,” rejoined the Judge, with a commiserat- 
ing look, “that you have never heard of Clifford Pyncheon? — that you 
know nothing of his history? Well, it is all right; and your mother has 
shown a very proper regard for the good name of the family with which 
she connected herself. Believe the best you can of this unfortunate per- 
son, and hope the best! It is a rule which Christians should always follow, 
in their judgments of one another; and especially is it right and wise 
among near relatives, whose characters have necessarily a degree of mu- 
tual dependence. But is Clifford in the parlor? I will just step in and see.” 

“Perhaps, sir, I had better call my cousin Hepzibah,” said Phoebe; 
hardly knowing, however, whether she ought to obstruct the entrance of 
so affectionate a kinsman Into the private regions of the house. “Her 
brother seemed to be just falling asleep after breakfast; and I am sure 
she would not like him to be disturbed. Pray sir, let me give her notice!” 

But the Judge showed a singulai determination to enter unannounced; 
and as Phoebe, with the vivacity of a person whose movements uncon- 
sciously answer to her thoughts, had stepped towards the door, he used 
little or no ceremony in putting her aside. 
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^^No, no, Miss Phoebe!” said Judge Pyncheon, in a voice as deep as a 
thunder-growl, and with a frown as black as the cloud whence it issues. 
''Stay you here! I know the house, and know my cousin Hepzibah, and 
know her brother Clifford likewise! — nor need my little country cousin 
put herself to the trouble of announcing me!” — in these latter words, by 
the by, there were symptoms of a change from his sudden harshness into 
his previous benignity of manner. "I am at home here, Phoebe, you must 
recollect, and you are the stranger. I will just step in, therefore, and see 
for myself how Clifford is, and assure him and Hepzibah of my kindly 
feelings and best wishes. It is right, at this juncture, that they should 
both hear from my own lips how much I desire to serve them. Ha! here is 
Hepzibah herself!” 

Such was the case. The vibrations of the Judge’s voice had reached the 
old gentlewoman in the parlor, where she sat, with face averted, waiting 
on her brother’s slumber. She nov issued forth, as would appear, to de- 
fend the entrance, looking, we must needs say, amazingly like the dragon 
which, in fairy tales, :s wont to be t he guardian over an enchanted beauty. 
The habitual scowl of her brow was, undeniably, too fierce, at this mo- 
ment, to pass itself off on the innocent score of near-sightedness; and it 
was bent on Judge P3mcheon in a way that seemed to confound, if not 
alarm him, so inadequately had he estimated the moral force of a deeply 
grounded antipathy. She made a repelling gesture with her hand, and 
stood a perfect picture of prohibition, at full length, in the dark frame of 
the doorway. But we must betray Hepzibah’s secret, and confess that the 
native timorousness of her character even now developed itself in a 
quick tremor, which, to her own perception, set each of her joints at vari- 
ance with its fellows. 

Possibly, the Judge was aware how little true hardihood lay behind 
Hepzibah’s formidable front. At any rate, being a gentleman of steady 
nerves, he soon recovered himself, and failed not to approach his cousin 
with outstretched hand; adopting the sensible precaution, however, to 
cover his advance with a smile, so broad and sultry, that, had it been only 
half as warm as it looked, a trellis of grapes might at once have turned 
purple under its summer-like exposure. It may have been his purpose, in- 
deed, to melt poor Hepzibah on the spot, as if she were a figure of yellow 
wax. 

"Hepzibah, my beloved cousin, I am rejoiced!” exclaimed the Judge, 
most emphatically. "Now, at length, you have something to live for. Yes, 
and all of us, let me say, your friends and kindred, have more to live for 
than we had yesterday. I have lost no time in hastening to offer any 
assistance in my power towards making Clifford comfortable. He belongs 
to us all. I know how much he requires, — how much he used to require, — 
with his delicate taste, and his love of the beautiful. Anything in my 
house, — ^pictures, books, wine, luxuries of the table, — ^he may command 
them all! It would afford me most heart-felt gratification to see him! 
Shall I step in, this moment?” 
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‘‘No/’ replied Hepzibah, her voice quivering too painfully to allow of 
many words. “He cannot see visitors! ” 

“A visitor, my dear cousin! — do you call me so?’’ cried the Judge, 
whose sensibility, it seems, was hurt by the coldness of the phrase. “Nay, 
then, let me be Clifford’s host, and your own likewise. Come at once to 
my house. The country air, and all the conveniences — I may say lux- 
uries — that I have gathered about me, will do wonders for him. And you 
and I, dear Hepzibah, will consult together, and watch together, and 
labor together, to make our dear Clifford happy. Come ! why should we 
make more words about what is both a duty and a pleasure on my part? 
Come to me at once ! ” 

On hearing these so hospitable offers, and such generous recognition of 
the claims of kindred, Phoebe felt very much in the mood of running up 
to Judge Pyncheon, and giving him, of her own accord, the kiss from 
which she had so recently shrunk away. It was quite otherwise with Hep- 
eibah; the Judge’s smile seemed to operate on her acerbity of heart like 
sunshine upon vinegar, making it ten times sourer than ever. 

“Clifford,” said she, — still too agitated to utter more than an abrupt 
sentence, — “Clifford has a home here! ” 

“May Heaven forgive you, Hepzibah,” said Judge Pyncheon, — rever- 
ently lifting his eyes towards that high court of equity to which he ap- 
pealed, — “if you suffer any ancient prejudice or animosity to weigh with 
you in this matter! I stand here with an open heart, willing and anxious 
to receive yourself and Clifford into it. Do not refuse my good offices, — 
jny earnest propositions for your welfare! They are such, in all respects, 
as it behooves your nearest kinsman to make. It will be a heavy responsi- 
bility, cousin, if you confine your brother to this dismal house and stifled 
air, when the delightful freedom of my country-seat is at his command.” 
“It would never suit Clifford,” said Hepzibah, as briefly as before. 
“Woman! ” broke forth the Judge, giving way to his resentment, “what 
Is the meaning of all this? Have you other resources? Nay, I suspected as 
much! Take care, Hepzibah, take care! Clifford is on the brink of as 
black a ruin as ever befell him yet! But why do I talk with you, woman 
AS you are? Make way! — I must see Clifford! ” 

Hepzibah spread out her gaunt figure across the door, and seemed 
really to increase in bulk; looking the more terrible, also, because there 
was so much terror and agitation in her heart. But Judge Pyncheon’s evi- 
dent purpose of forcing a passage was interrupted by a voice from the 
inner room; a weak, tremulous, wailing voice, indicating helpless alarm, 
with no more energy for self-defence than belongs to a frightened infant, 
“Hepzibah, Hepzibah!” cried the voice; “go down on your knees to 
him! Kiss his feet! Entreat him not to come in! Oh, let him have mercy 
on me! Mercy! — mercy!” 

For the instant, it appeared doubtful whether it were not the Judge’s 
resolute purpose to set Hepzibah aside, and step across the threshold into 
the parlor, whence issued that broken and miserable murmur of entreaty. 
It was not pity that restrained him, for, at the first sound of the en- 
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feebled voice, a red fire kindled in his eyes, and he made a quick pace 
forward, with something inexpressibly fierce and grim darkening forth, as 
it were, out of the whole man. To know Judge Pyncheon, was to see him 
at that moment. After such a revelation, let him smile with what sultri- 
ness he would, he could much sooner turn grapes purple, or pumpkins 
yellow, than melt the iron-branded impression out of the beholder’s 
memory. And it rendered his aspect not the less, but more frightful, that 
it seemed not to express wrath or hatred, but a certain hot fellness of 
purpose, which annihilated eveiything but itself. 

Yet, after all, are we not slandering an excellent and amiable man? 
Look at the Judge now! He is apparently conscious of having erred, in 
too energetically pressing his deeds of loving-kindness on persons unable 
to appreciate them. He will await iheir better mood, and hold himself as 
ready to assist them then as at this moment. As he draws back from the 
door, an all-comprehensive benigi ity blazes from his visage, indicating 
that he gathers Hepzibah, little ’hoebe, and the invisible Clifford, all 
three, together with the whole wor d besides, into his immense heart, and 
gives them a warm bath in its flood of affection. 

^^You do me great wrong, dear ( ousin Hepzibah!” said he, first kindly 
offering her his hand, and then drawing on his glove preparatory to de- 
parture. ‘^Very great wrong! But I forgive it, and will study to make you 
think better of me. Of course, our poor Clifford being in so unhappy a 
state of mind, I cannot think of urging an interview at present. But I 
shall watch over his welfare as if he were my own beloved brother; nor 
do I at all despair, my dear cousin, of constraining both him and you to 
acknowledge your injustice. When that shall happen, I desire no other 
revenge than your acceptance of the best offices in my power to do you.” 

With a bow to Hepzibah, and a degree of paternal benevolence in his 
parting nod to Phoebe, the Judge left the shop, and went smiling along 
the street. As is customary with the rich, when they aim at the honors of a 
republic, he apologized, as it were, to the people, for his wealth, prosper- 
ity, and elevated station, by a free and hearty manner towards those who 
knew him ; putting off the more of his dignity in due proportion with the 
humbleness of the man whom he saluted, and thereby proving a haughty 
consciousness of his advantages as irrefragably as if he had marched forth 
preceded by a troop of lackeys to clear the way. On this particular fore- 
noon so excessive was the warmth of Judge Pyncheon’s kindly aspect, 
that (such, at least, was the rumor about town) an extra passage of the 
water-carts was found essential, in order to lay the dust occasioned by so 
much extra sunshine ! 

No sooner had he disappeared than Hepzibah grew deadly white, and 
staggering towards Phoebe, let her head fall on the young girl’s shoulder. 

Phoebe! ” murmured she, ‘That man has been the horror of my life! 
Shall I never, never have the courage, — will my voice never cease from 
trembling long enough to let me tell him what he is?” 

‘Ts he so very wicked?” asked Phoebe. “Yet his dfers were surely 
kindl” 
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“Do not speak of them, — ^he has a heart of ironl” rejoined Hepzibah. 
^‘Go, now, and talk to Clifford! Amuse and keep him quiet! It would dis- 
turb him wretchedly to see me so agitated as I am. There, go, dear child, 
and I will try to look after the shop.” 

Phoebe went, accordingly, but perplexed herself, meanwhile, with 
queries as to the purport of the scene which she had just witnessed, c id 
also whether judges, clergymen, and other characters of that eminent 
stamp and respectability, could really, in any single instance, be other- 
wise than just and upright men. A doubt of this nature has a most dis- 
turbing influence, and, if shown to be a fact, comes with fearful and 
startling effect on minds of the trim, orderly, and limit-loving class, in 
which we find our little country-girl. Dispositions more boldly specula- 
tive may derive a stern enjoyment from the discovery, since there must 
be evil in the world, that a high man is as likely to grasp his share of it as 
a low one. A wider scope of view, and a deeper insight, may see rank, dig- 
nity, and station, all proved illusory, so far as regards their claim to hu- 
man reverence, and yet not feel as if the universe were thereby tumbled 
head-long into chaos. But Phoebe, in order to keep the universe in its old 
place, was fain to smother, in some degree, her own intuitions as to Judge 
Pyncheon’s character. And as for her cousin^s testimony in disparage- 
ment of it, she concluded that Hepzibah^s judgment was imbittered by 
one of those family feuds, which render hatred the more deadly by the 
dead and corrupted love that they intermingle with its native poison. 


IX 

Clifford and Phiebe 

Truly was there something high, generous, and noble in the native com- 
position of our poor old Hepzibah! Or else, — and it was quite as probably 
the case, — she had been enriched by poverty, developed by sorrow, ele* 
vated by the strong and solitary affection of her life, and thus endowed 
with heroism, which never could have characterized her in what are called 
happier circumstances. Through dreary years Hepzibah had looked for- 
ward — for the most part despairingly, never with any confidence of hope, 
but always with the feeling that it was her brightest possibility — to the 
very position in which she now found herself. In her own behalf, she had 
asked nothing of Providence but the opportunity of devoting herself to 
this brother, whom she had so loved, — so admired for what he was, or 
might have been, — ^and to whom she had kept her faith, alone of all the 
world, wholly, unfalteringly, at every instant, and throughout life. And 
here, in his late decline, the lost one had come back out of his long and 
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strange misfortune, and was thrown on her sympathy, as it seemed, not 
merely for the bread of his physical existence, but for everything that 
should keep him morally alive. She had responded to the call. She had 
come forward, — our poor, gaunt Hepzibah, in her rusty silks, with her 
rigid joints, and the sad perversity of her scowl, — ready to do her ut- 
most ; and with affection enough, if that were all, to do a hundred times 
as much! There could be few more tearful sights, — and Heaven forgive 
us if a smile insist on mingling with our conception of it! — few sights 
with truer pathos in them, than Hepzibah presented on that first after- 
noon. 

How patiently did she endeavor to wrap Clifford up in her great, warm 
love, and make it all the world to him, so that he should retain no tortur- 
ing sense of the coldness and dn^ariness without! Her little efforts to 
amuse him I How pitiful, yet magnanimous, they were! 

Remembering his early love of poetry and fiction, she unlocked a book- 
case, and took down several books hat had been excellent reading in their 
day There was a volume of Pope with the Rape of the Lock in it, and 
another of the Tatler, and an odd one of Dryden’s Miscellanies, all with 
tarnished gilding on their covers, and thoughts of tarnished brilliancy in- 
side. They had no success with Clidord. These, and all such writers of so- 
ciety, whose new works glow like the rich texture of a just-woven carpet, 
must be content to relinquish their charm, for every reader, after an age 
or two, and could hardly be supposed to retain any portion of it for a mind 
that had utterly lost its estimate of modes and manners. Hepzibah then 
took up Rasselas, and began to read of the Happy Valley, with a vague 
idea that some secret of a contentt-d life had there been elaborated, which 
might at least serve Clifford and henself for this one day. But the Happy 
V alley had a cloud over it. Hepzibah troubled her auditor, moreover, by 
innumerable sins of emphasis, which he seemed to detect, without any 
reference to the meaning; nor, in fact, did he appear to take much note of 
the sense of what she read, but evidently felt the tedium of the lecture, 
without harvesting its profit. His sister^s voice, too, naturally harsh, had, 
in the course of her sorrowful lifetime, contracted a kind of croak, which, 
when it once gets into the human throat, is as ineradicable as sin. In both 
sexes, occasionally, this life-long croak, accompanying each word of joy 
or sorrow, is one of the symptoms of a settled melancholy; and wherever 
it occurs, the whole history of misfortune is conveyed in its slightest ac- 
cent. The effect is as if the voice had been dyed black; or, — if we must 
use a more moderate simile, — this miserable croak, running through all 
the variations of the voice, is like a black silken thread, on which the crys- 
tal beads of speech are strung, and whence they take their hue. Such 
voices have put on mourning for dead hopes; and they ought to die and 
be buried along with them! 

Discerning that Clifford was not gladdened by her efforts, Hepzibah 
searched about the house for the means of more exhilarating pastime. At 
one time, her eyes chanced to rest on Alice Pyncheon’s harpsichord. It 
was a moment of great peril; for, — de^ite the traditionary awe that had 
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gathered over this instrument of music, and the dirges which spiritual 
&ngers were said to play on it, — the devoted sister had solemn thoughts of 
thrumming on its chords for Clifford’s benefit, and accompanying the per- 
formance with her voice. Poor Clifford ! Poor Hepzibahl Poor harpsi- 
chord I All three would have been miserable together. By some good 
agency, — ^possibly, by the unrecognized interposition of the long-buried 
Alice herself, — the threatening calamity was averted. 

But the worst of all — the hardest stroke of fate for Hepzibah to en- 
dure, and perhaps for Clifford too — was his invincible distaste for her 
appearance. Her features, never the most agreeable, and now harsh with 
age and grief, and resentment against the world for his sake; her dress, 
and especially her turban ; the queer and quaint manners, which had un- 
consciously grown upon her in solitude, — such being the poor gentle- 
woman’s outward characteristics, it is no great marvel, although the 
mournfullest of pities, that the instinctive lover of the Beautiful was fain 
to turn away his eyes. There was no help for it. It would be the latest im- 
pulse to die within him. In his last extremity, the expiring breach stealing 
faintly through Clifford’s lips, he would doubtless press Hepzibah ’s hand, 
in fervent recognition of all her lavished love, and close his eyes, — but 
not so much to die, as to be constrained to look no longer on her face! 
Poor Hepzibah! She took counsel with herself what might be done, and 
thought of putting ribbons on her turban; but, by the instant rush of 
several guardian angels, was withheld from an experiment that could 
hardly have proved less than fatal to the beloved object of her anxiety. 

To be brief, besides Hepzibah’s disadvantages of person, there was an 
uncouthness pervading all her deeds; a clumsy something, that could but 
HI adapt itself for use, and not at all for ornament^ She was a grief to 
Clifford, and she knew it. In this extremity, the antiquated virgin turned 
to Phoebe. No grovelling jealousy was in her heart. Had it pleased Heaven 
to crown the heroic fidelity of her life by making her personally the med- 
ium of Clifford’s happiness, it would have rewarded her for all the past, 
by a joy with no bright tints, indeed, but deep and true, and worth a 
thousand gayer ecstasies. This could not be. She therefore turned to 
Phoebe, and resigned the task into the young girl’s hands. The latter took 
it up cheerfully, as she did everything, but with no sense of a mission to 
perform, and succeeding all the better for that same simplicity. 

By the involuntary effect of a genial temperament, Phoebe soon grew to 
be absolutely essential to the daily comfort, if not the daily life, of her 
two forlorn companions. The grime and sordidness of the House of the 
Seven Gables seemed to have vanished since her appearance there; the 
gnawing tooth of the dry-rot was stayed among the old timbers of its skel- 
eton frame; the dust had ceased to settle down so densely, from the an- 
tique ceilings, upon the floors and furniture of the rooms below, — or, at 
any rate, there was a little housewife, as light-footed as the breeze that 
sweeps a garden walk, gliding hither and thither to brush it all away. The 
shadows of gloomy events that haunted the else lonely and desolate apart- 
ments; the heavy, breathless scent which death had left in more than 
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one of the bedchambers, ever since his visits of long ago, — these were less 
powerful than the purifying influence scattered throughout the atmos- 
phere of the household by the presence of one youthful, fresh, and thor- 
oughly wholesome heart. There was no morbidness in Phoebe; if there 
had been, the old Pyncheon House was the very locality to ripen it into 
incurable disease. But now her spirit resembled, in its potency, a minute 
quantity of ottar of rose in one of Hepzibah’s huge, iron-bound trunks, 
diffusing its fragrance through the various articles of linen and wrought- 
lace, kerchiefs, caps, stockings, folded dresses, gloves, and whatever else 
was treasured there. As every article in the great trunk was the sweeter 
for the rose-scent, so did all the thoughts and emotions of Hepzibah and 
Clifford, sombre as they might seem, acquire a subtle attribute of happi^ 
ness from Phoebe’s intermixture wfth them. Her activity of body, inteh 
lect, and heart impelled her continually to perform the ordinary little 
toils that offered themselves around her, and to think the thought proper 
for the moment, and to sympathiz»^, — now with the twittering gayety of 
the robins in the pear-tree, and n( ‘W to such a depth as she could with 
Hepzibah’s dark anxiety, or the vague moan of her brother. This facile 
adaptation was at once the sympt< >m of perfect health and its best pre- 
servative. 

A nature like Phoebe’s has invariably its due influence, but is seldom 
regarded with due honor. Its spiritual force, however, may be partially 
estimated by the fact of her having found a place for herself, amid cir- 
cumstances so stern as those which surrounded the mistress of the house; 
and also by the effect which she produced on a character of so much more 
mass than her own. For the gaunt, bony frame and limbs of Hepzibah, as 
compared with the tiny lightsomeness of Phoebe’s figure, were perhaps in 
some fit proportion with the moral weight and substance, respectively, of 
the woman and the girl. 

To the guest, — to Hepzibah’s brother, — or Cousin Clifford, as Phoebe 
now began to call him, — she was especially necessary. Not that he could 
ever be said to converse with her, or often manifest, in any other very 
definite mode, his sense of a charm in her society. But if she were a long 
while absent he became pettish and nervously restless, pacing the room 
to and fro with the uncertainty that characterized all his movements; or 
else would sit broodingly in his great chair, resting -his head on his hands, 
and evincing life only by an electric sparkle of ill-humor, whenever Hep- 
zibah endeavored to arouse him. Phoebe’s presence and the contiguity ol 
her fresh life to his blighted one, was usually all that he required. Indeed,, 
such was the native gush and play of her spirit, that she was seldom per- 
fectly quiet and undemonstrative, any more than a fountain ever ceases 
to dimple and warble with its flow. She possessed the gift of song, and 
that, too, so naturally, that you would as little think of inquiring whence 
she had caught it, or what master had taught her, as of asking the same 
questions about a bird, in whose small strain of music we recognize the 
voice of the Creator as distinctly as in the loudest accents of his thunder. 
So long as Phoebe sang, she might stray at her own will about the house- 
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CliBord was content, whether the sweet, airy homeliness of hei tones 
came down from the upper chambers, or along the passageway from the 
shop, or was sprinkled through the foliage of the pear-tree, inward from 
the garden, with the twinkling sunbeams. He would sit quietly, with a 
gentle pleasure gleaming over his face, brighter now, and now a little 
dimmer, as the song happ>ened to float near him, or was more remc'ely 
heard. It pleased him best, however, when she sat on a low footstool at 
his knee. 

It is perhaps remarkable, considering her temperament, that Phoebe 
oftener chose a strain of pathos than of gayety. But the young and happy 
are not ill pleased to temper their life with a transparent shadow. The 
deepest pathos of Phoebe’s voice and song, moreover, came sifted through 
the golden texture of a cheery spirit, and was somehow so interfused with 
the quality thence acquired, that one’s heart felt all the lighter for having 
wept at it. Broad mirth, in the sacred presence of dark misfortune, would 
have jarred harshly and irreverently with the solemn symphony that 
rolled its undertone through Hepzibah’s and her brother’s life. Therefore, 
it was well that Phoebe so often chose sad themes, and not amiss that they 
ceased to be so sad while she was singing them. 

Becoming habituated to her companionship, Clifford readily showed 
how capable of imbibing pleasant tints and gleams of cheerful light from 
all quarters his nature must originally have been. He grew youthful while 
she sat by him. A beauty, — not precisely real, even in its utmost mani- 
festation, and which a painter would have watched long to seize and fix 
upon his canvas, and, after all, in vain, — beauty, nevertheless, that was 
not a mere dream, would sometimes play upon and illuminate his face. 
It did more than to illuminate; it transfigured him with an expression 
that could only be interpreted as the glow of an exquisite and happy 
spirit. That gray hair, and those furrows, — with their record of infinite 
sorrow so deeply written across his brow, and so compressed, as with a 
futile effort to crowd in all the tale, that the whole inscription was made 
illegible, — these, for the moment, vanished. An eye, at once tender and 
acute, might have beheld in the man some shadow of what he was meant 
to be. Anon, as age came stealing, like a sad twilight, back over his fig- 
ure, you would have felt tempted to hold an argument with Destiny, and 
affirm, that either this being should not have been made mortal, or mortal 
existence should have been tempered to his qualities. There seemed no 
necessity for his having drawn breath at all; the world never wanted him; 
but, as he had breathed, it ought always to have been the balmiest of 
summer air. The same perplexity will invariably haunt us with regard to 
natures that tend to feed exclusively upon the Beautiful, let their earthly 
fate be as lenient as it may. 

Phoebe, it is probable, had but a very imperfect comprehension of the 
character over which she had thrown so beneficent a spell. Nor was it 
necessary. The fire upon the hearth can gladden a whole semi-circle of 
faces round about it, but need not know the individuality of one among 
them all. Indeed, there was something too fine and delicate in Clifford’s 



THE HOUSE OF THE SEVEN GABLES 32? 

traits to be perfectly appreciated by one whose sphere lay so much in the 
Actual as Phoebe’s did. For Clifford, however, the reality, and simplicity, 
and thorough homeliness of the girPs nature, were as powerful a charm 
as any that she possessed. Beauty, it is true, and beauty almost perfect in 
its own style, was indispensable. Had Phoebe been coarse in feature, 
shaped clumsily, of a harsh voice, and uncouthly mannered, she might 
have been rich with all good gifts, beneath this unfortunate exterior, and 
still, so long as she wore the guise of woman, she would have shocked 
Clifford, and depressed him by her lack of beauiy. But nothing more 
beautiful — nothing prettier, at least — was ever made than Phoebe. And, 
therefore, to this man, — whose whole poor and impalpable enjoyment of 
existence heretofore, and until bot i his heart and fancy died within him, 
had been a dream, — whose imagts of women had more and more lost 
their warmth and substance, and been frozen, like the pictures c»f seclud- 
ed artists, into the chillest ideality —to him, this little figure of the cheer- 
iest household life was just what l^e required to bring him back into the 
breathing world. Persons who ha^ e wandered, or been expelled, out of 
the common track of things, even were it for a better system, desire 
nothing so much as to be led back . They shiver in their loneliness, be it 
on a mountain-top or in a dungeon Now, Phoebe’s presence made a home 
about her, — that very sphere which the outcast, the prisoner, the poten- 
tate, — the wretch beneath mankind, the wretch aside from it, or the 
wretch above it, — instinctively pines after, — a home! She was real! Hold- 
ing her hand, you felt something; a tender something; a substance, and a 
warm one: and so long as you should feel its grasp, soft as it was, you 
might be certain that your place was good in the whole sympathetic chain 
of human nature. The world was no longer a delusion. 

By looking a little further in this direction, we might suggest an ex- 
planation of an often-suggested mystery. Why are poets so apt to choose 
their mates, not for any similarity of poetic endowment, but for qualities 
which might make the happiness of the rudest handicraftsman as well as 
that of the ideal craftsman of the spirit? Because, probably, at his high- 
est elevation, the poet needs no human intercourse; but he finds it dreary 
to descend, and be a stranger. 

There was something very beautiful in the relation that grew up be- 
tween this pair, so closely and constantly linked together, yet with such a 
waste of gloomy and mysterious years from his birthday to hers. On Clif- 
ford’s part it was the feeling of a man naturally endowed with the liveli- 
est sensibility to feminine influence, but who had never quaffed the cup of 
passionate love, and knew that it was now too late. He knew it, with the 
instinctive delicacy that had survived his intellectual decay. Thus, his 
sentiment for Phoebe, without being paternal, was not less chaste than if 
she had been his daughter. He was a man, it is true, and recognized her 
as a woman. She was his only representative of womankind. He took un- 
failing note of every charm that appertained to her sex, and saw the ripe- 
ness of her lips, and the virginal development of her bosom. All her little 
womanly ways, budding out of her like blossoms on a young fruit-tree. 
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had their effect on him, and sometimes caused his very heart to tingle 
wiA the keenest thrills of pleasure. At such moments, — ^for the effect was 
seldom more than momentary, — the half-torpid man would be full of 
harmonious life, just as a long-silent harp is full of sound, when the mu- 
sician’s fingers sweep across it. But, after all, it seemed rather a percep- 
tion, or a sympathy, than a sentiment belonging to himself as an hidi- 
vidual. He read Phoebe, as he would a sweet and simple story; he listened 
to her, as if she were a verse of household poetry, which God, in re- 
quital of his bleak and dismal lot, had permitted some angel, that most 
pitied him, to warble through the house. She was not an actual fact for 
him, but the interpretation of all that he had lacked on earth brought 
warmly home to his conception ; so that this mere symbol, or lifelike pic- 
ture, had almost the comfort of reality. 

But we strive in vain to put the idea into words. No adequate expres- 
sion of the beauty and profound pathos with which it impresses us is at- 
tainable. This being, made only for happiness, and heretofore so miser- 
ably failing to be happy, — ^his tendencies so hideously thwarted, that, 
some unknown time ago, the delicate springs of his character, never mor- 
ally or intellectually strong, had given way, and he was now imbecile, — 
this poor, forlorn, voyager from the Islands of the Blest, in a frail bark, 
on a tempestuous sea, had been flung, by the last mountain-wave of his 
shipwreck, into a quiet harbor. There, as he lay more than half lifeless on 
the strand, the fragrance of an earthly rose-bud had come to his nostrils, 
and, as odors will, had summoned up reminiscences or visions of all the 
living and breathing beauty amid which he should have had his home. 
With his native susceptibility of happy influences, he inhales the slight, 
ethereal rapture into his soul, and expires! 

And how did Phoebe regard Clifford? The girl’s was not one of those 
natures which are most attracted by what is strange and exceptional in 
human character. The path which would best have suited her was the 
well-worn track of ordinary life; the companions in whom she would 
most have delighted were such as one encounters at every turn. The mys- 
tery which enveloped Clifford, so far as it affected her at all, was an an- 
noyance, rather than the piquant charm which many women might have 
found in it. Still, her native kindliness was brought strongly into play, 
not by what was darkly picturesque in his situation, nor so much, even, 
by the finer graces of his character, as by the simple appeal of a heart so 
forlorn as his to one so full of genuine sympathy as hers. She gave him an 
affectionate regard, because he needed so much love, and seemed to have 
received so little. With a ready tact, the result of ever-active and whole- 
some sensibility, she discerned what was good for him, and did it. What- 
ever was morbid in his mind and experience she ignored; and thereby 
kept their intercourse healthy, by the incautious, but, as it were, heaven- 
directed freedom of her whole conduct. The sick in mind, and, perhaps, 
in body, are rendered more darkly and hopelessly so by the manifold re- 
flecticHi of their disease, mirrored back from all quarters in the deport- 
ment of those about them; they are compelled to inhale the poison of 
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their own breath, in infinite rej^tition. But Phoebe afforded her poor pa- 
tient a supply of purer air. She impregnated it, too, not with a wild-flower 
scent, — for wildness was no trait of hers, — but with the perfume of gar- 
den-roses, pinks, and other blossoms of much sweetness, which nature 
and man have consented together in making grow from summer to sum- 
mer, and from century to century. Such a flower was Phoebe, in her rela- 
tion with Clifford, and such the delight that he inhaled from her. 

Yet, it must be said, her petals sometimes drooped a little, in conse- 
quence of the heavy atmosphere about her. She grew more thoughtful 
than heretofore. Looking aside at (Clifford’s face, and seeing the dim, un- 
satisfactory elegance and the intellect almost quenched, she would try to 
inquire what had been his life. WdS he always thus? Had this veil been 
over him from his birth? — this veil, under which far more of his spirit 
was hidden than revealed, and through which he so imperfectly dis- 
cerned the actual world, — or was its gray texture woven of some dark 
calamity? Phoebe loved no riddles and would have been glad to escape 
the perplexity of this one. Neverth dess, there was so far a good result of 
her meditations on Clifford’s character, that, when her involuntary con- 
jectures, together with the tendenc / of every strange circumstance to tell 
its own story, had gradually taught her the fact, it had no terrible effect 
upon her. Let the world have done him what vast wrong it might, she 
knew Cousin Clifford too well — or fancied so — ever to shudder at the 
touch of his thin delicate fingers. 

Within a few days after the appearance of this remarkable inmate, the 
routine of life had established itself with a good deal of uniformity in the 
old house of our narrative. In the morning, very shortly after breakfast, 
it was Clifford’s custom to fall asleep in his chair; nor, unless accidentally 
disturbed, would he emerge from a dense cloud of slumber or the thinner 
mists that flitted to and fro, until well towards noonday. These hours of 
drowsihead were the season of the old gentlewoman’s attendance on her 
brother, while Phoebe took charge of the shop; an arrangement which the 
public speedily understood, and evinced their decided preference of the 
younger shopwoman by the multiplicity of their calls during her adminis- 
tration of affairs. Dinner over, Hepzibah took her knitting-work, — a long 
stocking of gray yarn, for her brother’s winter-wear^ — and with a sigh, 
and a scowl of affectionate farewell to Clifford, and a gesture enjoining 
watchfulness on Phoebe, went to take her seat behind the counter. It was 
now the young girl’s turn to be the nurse, — the guardian, the playmate, — 
or whatever is the fitter phrase, — of the gray-haired man. 
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X 

The Pyncheon Garden 

Clifford, except for Phoebe's more active instigation, would ordinarily 
have yielded to the torpor which had crept through all his modes of being, 
and which sluggishly counselled him to sit in his morning chair till even- 
tide. But the girl seldom failed to propose a removal to the garden, where 
Uncle Venner and the daguerreotypist had made such repairs on the roof 
of the ruinous arbor, or summer-house, that it was now a sufficient shelter 
from sunshine and casual showers. The hop-vine, too, had begun to grow 
luxuriantly over the sides of the little edifice, and made an interior of 
verdant seclusion, with innumerable peeps and glimpses into the wider 
solitude of the garden. 

Here, sometimes, in this green play-place of flickering light, Phoebe 
read to Clifford. Her acquaintance, the artist, who appeared to have a lit- 
erary turn, had supplied her with works of fiction, in pamphlet-form, and 
a few volumes of poetry, in altogether a different style and taste from 
those which Hepzibah selected for his amusement. Small thanks were due 
to the books, however, if the girl's readings were in any degree more suc- 
cessful than her elderly cousin's. Phoebe's voice had always a pretty music 
in it, and could either enliven Clifford by its sparkle and gayety of tone, 
or soothe him by a continued flow of pebbly and brook-like cadences. 
But the fictions — in which the country-girl, unused to works of that na- 
ture, often became deeply absorbed — interested her strange auditor very 
little, or not at all. Pictures of life, scenes of passion or sentiment, wit, 
humor, and pathos, were all thrown away, or worse than thrown away, on 
Clifford; either because he lacked an experience by which to test their 
truth, or because his own griefs were a touch-stone of reality that few 
feigned emotions could withstand. When Phoebe broke into a peal of 
merry laughter at what she read, he would now and then laugh for sym- 
pathy, but oftener respond with a troubled, questioning look. If a tear — 
a maiden's sunshiny tear over imaginary woe — dropped upon some mel- 
ancholy page, Clifford either took it as a token of actual calamity, or else 
grew peevish, and angrily motioned her to close the volume. And wisely 
too! Is not the world sad enough, in genuine earnest, without making a 
pastime of mock-sorrows? 

With poetry it was rather better. He delighted in the swell and sub- 
sidence of the rhythm, and the happily recurring rhyme. Nor was Clif- 
ford incapable of feeling the sentiment of poetry, — not, perhaps, where 
it was highest or deepest, but where it was most fitting and ethereal. It 
was impossible to foretell in what exquisite verse the awakening spell 
might lurk; but, on raising her eyes from the page to Clifford’s face, 
Phoebe would be made aware, by the light breaking through it, that a 
more delicate intelligence than her own had caught a lambent flame from 
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what she read. One glow of this kind, however, was often the precursor of 
gloom for many hours afterward; because, when the glow left him, he 
seemed conscious of a missing sense and power, and groped about for 
them, as if a blind man should go seeking his lost eyesight. 

It pleased him more, and was better for his inward welfare, that Phcebe 
should talk, and make passing occurrences vivid to his mind by her ac- 
companying description and remarks. The life of the garden offered top- 
ics enough for such discourse as suited Clifford best. He never failed to 
inquire what flowers had bloomed since yesterday. His feeling for flowers 
was very exquisite, and seemed not so much a taste as an emotion; he 
was fond of sitting with one in his hand, intently observing it, and look- 
ing from its petals into Phoebe’s fac e, as if the garden flower were the sis- 
ter of the household maiden. No merely was there a delight in the 
flower’s perfume, or pleasure in it^ beautiful form, and the delicacy or 
brightness of its hue; but Clifford ^ enjoyment was accompanied with a 
perception of life, character, and ii dividuality, that made him love these 
blossoms of the garden, as if they were endowed with sentiment and in- 
telligence. This affection and symf athy for flowers is almost exclusively 
a woman’s trait. Men, if endowed v ith it by nature, soon lose, forget, and 
learn to despise it, in their contact with coarser things than flowers. Clif- 
ford, too, had long forgotten it; but found it again now, as he slowly re- 
vived from the chill torpor of his life. 

It is wonderful how many pleasant incidents continually came to past 
in that secluded garden-spot when once Phcebe had set herself to look for 
them. She had seen or heard a bee there, on the first day of her acquaint- 
ance with the place. And often, — almost continually, indeed, — since then, 
the bees kept coming thither. Heaven knows why, or by what pertina- 
cious desire, for far-fetched sweets, when, no doubt, there were broad 
clover-fields, and all kinds of garden growth, much nearer home than this. 
Thither the bees came, however, and plunged into the squash-blossoms, 
as if there were no other squash-vines within a long day’s flight, or as if 
the soil of Hepzibah’s garden gave its productions just the very quality 
which these laborious little wizards wanted, in order to impart the Hy- 
mettus odor to their whole hive of New England honey. When Clifford 
heard their sunny, buzzing murmur, in the heart of the great yellow blos- 
soms, he looked about him with a joyful sense of warmth, and blue sky, 
and green grass, and of God’s free air in the whole height from earth to 
heaven. After all, there need be no question why the bees came to that 
one green nook in the dusty town. God sent them thither to gladden our 
poor Clifford. They brought the rich summer with them, in requital of a 
little honey. 

When the bean-vines began to flower on the poles, there was one par- 
ticular variety which bore a vivid scarlet blossom. The daguerreotypist 
had found these beans in a garret, over one of the seven gables, treasured 
up in an old chest of drawers, by some horticultural Pyncheon of days 
gone by, who, doubtless, meant to sow them the next summer, but was 
himself first sown in Death’s garden-ground. By way of testing whether 
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there were still a living germ in such ancient seeds, Holgrave had planted 
some of them ; and the result of his experiment was a splendid row of 
bean-vines, clambering, early, to the full height of the poles, and array- 
ing them, from top to bottom, in a spiral profusion of red blossoms. And, 
ever since the unfolding of the first bud, a multitude of humming-birds 
had been attracted thither. At times, it seemed as if for every one of the 
hundred blossoms there was one of these tiniest fowls of the air, — ^a 
thumb’s bigness of burnished plumage, hovering and vibrating about the 
bean-poles. It was with indescribable interest, and even more than child- 
ish delight, that Clifford watched the humming-birds. He used to thrust 
his head softly out of the arbor to see them the better; all the while, too, 
motioning Phoebe to be quiet, and snatching glimpses of the smile upon 
her face, so as to heap his enjoyment up the higher with her sympathy. 
He had not merely grown young; — ^he was a child again. 

Hepzibah, whenever she happened to witness one of these fits of min- 
iature enthusiasm, would shake her head, with a strange mingling of the 
mother and sister, and of pleasure and sadness, in her aspect. She said 
that it had always been thus with Clifford when the humming-birds came, 
— ^always, from his babyhood, — and that his delight in them had been one 
of the earliest tokens by which he showed his love for beautiful things. 
And it was a wonderful coincidence, the good lady thought, that the art- 
ist should have planted these scarlet-flowering beans — which the hum- 
ming-birds sought far and wide, and which had not grown in the P3m- 
cheon garden before for forty years — on the very summer of Clifford’s 
return. 

Then would the tears stand in poor Hepzibah ’s eyes, or overflow them 
with a too abundant gush, so that she was fain to betake herself into 
some corner lest Clifford should espy her agitation. Indeed, all the enjoy- 
ments of this period were provocative of tears. Coming so late as it did, it 
was a kind of Indian summer, with a mist in its balmiest sunshine, and 
decay and death in its gaudiest delight. The more Clifford seemed to 
taste the happiness of a child, the sadder was the difference to be recog- 
nized. With a mysterious and terrible Past, which had annihilated his 
memory, and a blank Future before him, he had only this visionary and 
impalpable Now, which, if you once look closely at it, is nothing. He 
himself, as was perce|>tible by many s5nnptoms, lay darkly behind his 
pleasure, and knew it to be a baby-play, which he was to toy and trifle 
with, instead of thoroughly believing. Clifford saw, it may be, in the mir- 
ror of his deeper consciousness, that he was an example and representa- 
tive of that great class of people whom an inexplicable Providence is con- 
tinually putting at cross-purposes with the world: breaking what seems 
its own promise in their nature; withholding their proper food, and set- 
ting poison before them for a banquet; and thus — when it might so eas- 
ily, as one would think, have been adjusted otherwise — making their 
existence a strangeness, a solitude, and torment. All his life long, he had 
been learning how to be wretched, as one learns a foreign tongue; and 
now, with the lesson thoroughly by heart, he could with difficulty com- 
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prehend his little airy happiness. Frequently there was a dim shadow of 
doubt in his eyes. 'Take my hand, Phoebe,'' he would say, “and pinch it 
hard with your little fingers! Give me a rose, that I may press its thorns^ 
and prove myself awake by the sharp touch of pain!" Evidently, he de- 
sired this prick of a trifling anguish, in order to assure himself, by that 
quality which he best knew to be real, that the garden, and the seven 
weather-beaten gables, and Hepzibah's scowl, and Phoe^'s smile, were 
real likewise. Without this signet in his flesh, he could have attributed no 
more substance to them than to the empty confusion of imaginary scenes 
with which he had fed his spirit, until even that poor sustenance was 
exhausted. 

The author needs great faith in his reader’s sympathy; else he must 
hesitate to give details so minute, md incidents apparently so trifling, as 
are essential to mak? up the idea ( f this garden-life. It was the Eden of a 
thunder-smitten Adam, who had lied for refuge thither out of the same 
dreary and perilous wilderness intc which the original Adam was expelled. 

One of the available means of *tmusement, of which Phoebe made the 
most in Clifl’ord's behalf, was that feathered society, the hens, a breed of 
whom, as we have already said, w^*s an immemorial heirloom in the Pyn- 
cheon family. In compliance with a whim of Clifford, as it troubled him 
to see them in confinement, they had been set at liberty, and now roamed 
at will about the garden; doing some little mischief but hindered from 
escape by buildings on three sides, and the difficult peaks of a wooden 
fence on the other. They spent much of their abundant leisure on the 
margin of Maule's well, which was haunted by a kind of snail, evidently 
a titbit to their palates; and the brackish water itself, however nauseous 
to the rest of the world, was so greatly esteemed by these fowls, that they 
might be seen tasting, turnir g up their heads, and smacking their bills, 
with precisely the air of wine-bibbers round a probationary cask. Their 
generally quiet, yet often brisk, and constantly diversified talk, one to 
another, or sometimes in soliloquy, — as they scratched worms out of the 
rich, black soil, or pecked at such plants as suited their taste, — had such 
a domestic tone, that it was almost a wonder why you could not establish 
a regular interchange of ideas about household matters, human and gal- 
linaceous. All hens are well worth studying for the piquancy and rich 
variety of their manners; but by no possibility can there have been other 
fowls of such odd appearance and deportment as these ancestral ones. 
They probably embodied the traditionary peculiarities of their whole line 
of progenitors, derived through an unbroken succession of eggs; or else 
this individual Chanticleer and his two wives had growm to be humorists, 
and a little crack-brained withal, on account of their solitary way of life, 
and out of sympathy for Hepzibah, their lady-patroness. 

Queer, indeed, they looked! Chanticleer himself, though stalking on 
two stilt-like legs, with the dignity of interminable descent in all his 
gestures, was hardly bigger than an ordinary partridge; his two wives 
were about the size of quails; and as for the one chicken, it looked small 
enough to be still in the egg, and, at the same time, sufficiently old, with- 
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ered, wizened, and experienced, to have been the founder of the anti- 
quated race. Instead of being the youngest of the family, it rather seemed 
to have aggregated into itself the ages, not only of these living specimens 
of the breed, but of all its forefathers and foremothers, whose united ex 
cellences and oddities were squeezed into its little body. Its mother evi- 
dently regarded it as the one chicken of the world, and as necessa/y, in 
fact, to the world’s continuance, or, at any rate, to the equilibrium of the 
present system of affairs, whether in church or state. No lesser sense ol 
the infant fowl’s importance could have justified, even in a mother’s eyes, 
the perseverance with which she watched over its safety, ruffling her small 
person to twice its proper size, and flying in everybody’s face that so 
much as looked towards her hopeful progeny. No lower estimate could 
have vindicated the indefatigable zeal with which she scratched, and her 
unscrupulousness in digging up the choicest flower or vegetable, for the 
sake of the fat earthworm at its root. Her nervous cluck, when the chicken 
happened to be hidden in the long grass or under the squash-leaves ; her 
gentle croak of satisfaction, while sure of it beneath her wing; her note of 
ill-concealed fear and obstreperous defiance, when she saw her arch- 
enemy, a neighbor’s cat, on the top of the high fence, — one or other of 
these sounds was to be heard at almost every moment of the day. By de- 
grees, the observer came to feel nearly as much interest in this chicken of 
illustrious race as the mother-hen did. 

Phoebe, after getting well acquainted with the old hen, was sometimes 
permitted to take the chicken in her hand, which was quite capable of 
grasping its cubic inch or two of body. While she curiously examined its 
hereditary marks, — the peculiar speckle of its plumage, the funny tuft on 
its head, and a knob on each of its legs, — the little biped, as she insisted, 
kept giving her a sagacious wink. The daguerreotypist once whispered her 
that these marks betokened the oddities of the Pyncheon family, and that 
the chicken itself was a symbol of the life of the old house, embodying its 
interpretation, likewise, although an unintelligible one, as such clews 
generally are. It was a feathered riddle; a mystery hatched out of an egg, 
and just as mysterious as if the egg had been addle! 

The second of Chanticleer’s two wives, ever since Phoebe’s arrival, had 
been in a state of heavy despondency, caused, as it afterwards appeared, 
by her inability to lay an egg. One day, however, by her self-important 
gait, the sideway turn of her head, and the cock of her eye, as she pried 
into one and another nook of the garden, — croaking to herself, all the 
while, with inexpressible complacency, — it was made evident that this 
identical hen, much as mankind undervalued her, carried something 
about her person the worth of which was not to be estimated either in 
gold or precious stones. Shortly after there was a prodigious cackling and 
gratulation of Chanticleer and all his family, including the wizened chick- 
en, who appeared to understand the matter quite as well as did his sire, 
his mother, or his aunt. That afternoon Phoebe found a diminutive egg, — 
not in the regular nest, it was far too precious to be trusted there, — but 
cunningly hidden under the currant-bushes, on some dry stalks of last 
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year’s grass. Hepzibah, on learning the fact, took possession of the egg 
and appropriated it to Clifford’s breakfast, on account of a certain deli- 
cacy of flavor, for which, as she affirmed, these eggs had always been 
famous. Thus unscrupulously did the old gentlewoman sacrifice the con- 
tinuance, perhaps, of an ancient feathered race, with no better end than 
to supply her brother with a dainty that hardly filled the bowl of a tea- 
spoon! It must have been in reference to this outrage that Chanticleer, 
the next day, accompanied by the bereaved mother of the egg, took his 
post in front of Phoebe and Clifford, and delivered himself of a harangue 
that might have proved as long as his own pedigree, but for a fit of merri- 
ment on Phoebe’s part. Hereupon, the offended fowl stalked away on his 
long stilts, and utterly withdrew liis notice from Phoebe and the rest of 
human nature, until she made he- peace with an offering of spice-cake, 
which, next to snails, was the deli( acy most in favor with his aristocratic 
taste. 

We linger too long, no doubt, beside this paltry rivulet of life that 
flowed through the garden of the Pyncheon House. But we deem it par- 
donable to record these mean inc dents and poor delights, because they 
proved so greatly to Clifford’s benefit. They had the earth-smell in them, 
and contributed to give him health and substance. Some of his occupa- 
tions wrought less desirably upon him. He had a singular propensity, for 
example, to hang over Maule’s well, and look at the constantly shifting 
phantasmagoria of figures produced by the agitation of the water over the 
mosaic-work of colored pebbles at the bottom. He said that faces looked 
upward to him there, — beautiful faces, arrayed in bewitching smiles, — 
each momentary face so fair and rosy, and every smile so sunny, that he 
felt wronged at its departure, until the same flitting witchcraft made a 
new one. But sometimes he would suddenly cry out, ^^The dark face 
gazes at me!” and be miserable the whole day afterwards. Phoebe, when 
she hung over the fountain by Clifford’s side, could see nothing of all this, 
— neither the beauty nor the ugliness, — but only the colored pebbles, 
looking as if the gush of the waters shook and disarranged them. And 
the dark face, that so troubled Clifford, was no more than the shadow 
thrown from a branch of one of the damson-trees, and breaking the inner 
light of Maule’s well. The truth was, however, that his fancy — reviving 
faster than his will and judgment, and always stronger than they — cre- 
ated shapes of loveliness that were symbolic of his native character, and 
now and then a stern and dreadful shape that typified his fate. 

On Sundays, after Phoebe had been at church, — for the girl had a 
church-going conscience, and would hardly have been at ease had she 
missed either prayer, singing, sermon, or benediction, — after church-time, 
therefore, there was, ordinarily, a sober little festival in the garden. In 
addition to Clifford, Hepzibah, and Phoebe, two guests made up the com- 
pany. One was the artist, Holgrave, who, in spite of his consociation with 
reformers, and his other queer and questionable traits, continued to hold 
an elevated place in Hepzibah ’s regard. The other, we are alnx)st ashamed 
to say, was the venerable Uncle Venner, in a clean shirt, and a broadcloth 
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coat, more respectable than his ordinary wear, inasmuch as it was neatly 
patdbed on each elbow, and might be called an entire garment, except for 
a slight inequality in the length of its skirts. Clifford, on several occasions, 
had seamed to enjoy the old man’s intercourse, for the sake of his mellow, 
cheerful vein, which was like the sweet flavor of a frost-bitten apple, such 
as one picks up under the tree in December. A man at the very Viwest 
point of the social scale was easier and more agreeable for the fallen gen- 
tleman to encounter than a person at any of the intermediate degrees; 
and, moreover, as Clifford’s young manhood had been lost, he was fond 
of feeling himself comparatively youthful, now, in apposition with the 
patriarchal age of Uncle Venner. In fact, it was sometimes observable that 
Clifford half wilfully hid from himself the consciousness of being stricken 
in years, and cherished visions of an earthly future still before him ; vi- 
sions, however, too indistinctly drawn to be followed by disappointment 
‘ — though, doubtless, by depression — ^when any casual incident or recol- 
lection made him sensible of the withered leaf. 

So this oddly composed little social party used to assemble under the 
ruinous arbor. Hepzibah — stately as ever at heart, and yielding not an 
inch of her old gentility, but resting upon it so much the more, as justify- 
ing a princess-like condescension — exhibited a not ungraceful hospitality. 
She talked kindly to the vagrant artist, and took sage counsel — lady as 
she was — ^with the wood-sawyer, the messenger of everybody’s petty er- 
rands, the patched philosopher. And Uncle Venner, who had studied the 
world at street-corners, and other posts equally well adapted for just 
observation, was as ready to give out his wisdom as a town-pump to give 
water. 

“Miss Hepzibah, ma’am,” said he once, after they had all been cheer- 
ful together, “I really enjoy these quiet little meetings of a Sabbath after- 
noon. They are very much like what I expect to have after I retire to my 
farm I” 

“Uncle Venner,” observed Clifford, in a drowsy, inward tone, “is al- 
ways talking about his farm. But I have a better scheme for him, by and 
by. We shall seel” 

“Ah, Mr. Clifford Pyncheon!” said the man of patches, “you may 
scheme for me as much as you please; but I’m not going to give up this 
one scheme of my own, even if I never bring it really to pass. It does seem 
to me that men make a wonderful mistake in trying to heap up property 
upon property. If I had done so, I should feel as if Providence was not 
bound to take care of me; and, at all events, the city wouldn’t be! I’m one 
of those people who think that infinity is big enough for us all — and eter- 
nity long enough.” 

“Why, so they are. Uncle Venner,” remarked Phoebe, after a pause; 
for she had been trying to fathom the profundity and appositeness of this 
concluding apothegm. “But for this short life of ours, one would like a 
house and a moderate garden-spot of one’s own.” 

“It appears to me,” said the daguerreot3q>ist, smiling, “that Uncle Ven- 
ner has the principles of Fourier at the bottom of his wisdom; only they 
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have not quite so much distinctness, in his mind as in that of the system- 
atizing Frenchman/’ 

“Come, Phoebe,'* said Hepzibah, “it is time to bring the currants/’ 

And then, while the yellow richness of the declining sunshine still fell 
into the open space of the garden, Phoebe brought out a loaf of bread and 
a china bowl of currants, freshly gathered from the bushes, and crushed 
with sugar. These, with water, — but not from the fountain of ill omen, 
close at hand, — constituted all the entertainment. Meanwhile, Holgrave 
took some pains to establish an intercourse with Clifford, actuated it 
might seem, entirely by an impulse of kindliness, in order that the pres- 
ent hour might be cheerfuller than most which the poor recluse had spent, 
or was destined yet to spend. Nevertheless, in the artist’s deep, thought- 
ful, all-observant eyes, there was, low and then, an expression, not sinis- 
ter, but questionable; as if he had some other interest in the scene than a 
stranger, a youthful and unconne* ted adventurer, might be su])posed to 
have. With great mobility of outw ird mood, however, he applied himself 
to the task of enlivening the part} ; and with so much success, that even 
dark-hued Hepzibah threw off one tint of melancholy, and made what 
shift she could with the remaining , portion. Phoebe said to herself, — “How 
pleasant he can bel” As for Uncle Vernier, as a mark of friendship and 
approbation, he readily consented to afford the young man his counten- 
ance in the way of his profession, — not metaphorically, be it understood, 
but literally, by allowing a daguerreotype of his face, so familiar to the 
town, to be exhibited at the entrance of Holgrave’s studio. 

Clifford, as the company partook of their little banquet, grew to be the 
gayest of them all. Either it was one of those up-quivering flashes of the 
spirit, to which minds in an abnormal state are liable, or else the artist 
had subtly touched some chord that made musical vibration. Indeed, 
what with the pleasant summer evening, and the sympathy of this little 
circle of not unkindly souls, it was perhaps natural that a character so 
susceptible as Clifford’s should become animated, and show itself readily 
responsive to what was said around him. But he gave out his own 
thoughts, likewise, with an airy and fanciful glow; so that they glistened, 
as it were, through the arbor, and made their escape among thv. interstices 
of the foliage. He had been as cheerful, no doubt, while alone with Phoebe, 
but never with such tokens of acute, although partial intelligence. 

But, as the sunlight left the peaks of the Seven Gables, so did the ex- 
citement fade out of Clifford’s eyes. He gazed vaguely and mournfully 
about him, as if he missed something precious, and missed it the more 
drearily for not knowing precisely what it was. 

“I want my happiness!” at last he murmured, hoarsely and indistinct- 
ly, hardly shaping out the words. “Many, many years have I waited for 
it! It is late! It is late! I want my happiness! ” 

Alas, poor Clifford! You are old, and worn with troubles that ought 
never to have befallen you. You are partly crazy and partly imbecile; a 
ruin, a failure, as almost everybody is, — though some in less degree, or 
less perceptibly, than their fellows. Fate has no happiness in store for 
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you; anless your quiet home in the old family residence with the faithful 
Hepzibah, and your long summer afternoons with Phoebe, and these Sab- 
bath festivals with Uncle Venner and the daguerreotypist, deserve to be 
called happiness! Why not? If not the thing itself, it is marvellously like 
it, and the more so for that ethereal and intangible quality which causes 
it all to vanish at too close an introspection. Take it, therefore, whi’a you 
may! Murmur not, — question not, — but make the most of it! 


XI 

The Arched Window 

From the inertness, or what we may term the vegetative character, of 
his ordinary mood, Clifford would perhaps have been content to spend one 
day after another, interminably, — or, at least, throughout the summer- 
time, — in just the kind of life described in the preceding pages. Fancying, 
however, that it might be for his benefit occasionally to diversify the 
scene, Phoebe sometimes suggested that he should look out upon the life 
of the street. For this purpose, they used to mount the staircase together, 
to the second story of the house, where, at the termination of a wide en- 
try, there was an arched window of uncommonly large dimensions, shaded 
by a pair of curtains. It opened above the porch, where there had for- 
merly been a balcony, the balustrade of which had long since gone to 
decay, and been removed. At this arched window, throwing it open, but 
keeping himself in comparative obscurity by means of the curtain, Clif- 
ford had an opportunity of witnessing such a portion of the great world’s 
movement as might be supposed to roll through one of the retired streets 
of a not very populous city. But he and Phcebe made a sight asrwell worth 
seeing as any that the city could exhibit. The pale, gray, childish, aged, 
melancholy, yet often simply cheerful, and sometimes delicately intelli- 
gent aspect of Clifford, peering from behind the faded crimson of the cur- 
tain, — watching the monotony of every-day occurrences with a kind of 
inconsequential interest and earnestness, and, at every petty throb of his 
sensibility, turning for sympathy to the eyes of the bright young girl ! 

If once he were fairly seated at the window, even Pyncheon Stree 
would hardly be so dull and lonely but that, somewhere or other along its 
extent, Clifford might discover matter to occupy his eye, and titillate, if 
not engross, his observation. Things familiar to the youngest child that 
had begun its outlook at existence seemed strange to him. A cab; an om- 
nibus, with its populous interior, dropping here and there a passenger, 
and picking up another, and thus typifying that vast rolling vehicle, the 
world, the end of whose journey is everywhere and nowhere; these objects 
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he followed eagerly with his eyes, but forgot them before the dust raised 
by the horses and wheels had settled along their track. As regarded novel- 
ties (among which cabs and omnibuses were to be reckoned), his mind 
appeared to have lost its proper gripe and retentiveness. Twice or thrice, 
for example, during the sunny hours of the day, a water-cart went along 
by the Pyncheon House, leaving a broad wake of moistened earth, instead 
of the white dust that had risen at a lady's lightest footfall; it was like a 
summer shower, which the city authorities had caught and tamed, and 
compelled it into the commonest routine of their convenience. With the 
water-cart Clifford could never grow familiar; it always affected him with 
just the same surprise as at first. His mind took an apparently sharp im- 
pression from it, but lost the recohection of this perambulatory shower, 
before its next reappearance, as completely as did the street itself, along 
which the heat so quickly strewed v^hite dust again. It was the same with 
the railroad. Clifford could hear the obstreperous howl of the steam-devil, 
and, by leaning a little way from the arched window, could catch a 
glimpse of the trains of cars, flashiog a brief transit across the extremity 
of the street. The idea of terrible energy thus forced upon him was new at 
every recurrence, and seemed to iffect him as disagreeably, and with 
almost as much surprise, the hundredth time as the first. 

Nothing gives a sadder sense of decay than this loss or suspension ot 
the power to deal with unaccustomed things, and to keep up with the 
swiftness of the passing moment. It can merely be a suspended anima- 
tion; for, were the power actually to perish, there would be little use of 
immortality. We are less than ghosts, for the time being, whenever this 
calamity befalls us. 

Clifford was indeed the most inveterate of conservatives. All the an- 
tique fashions of the street were dear to him ; even such as were charac- 
terized by a rudeness that would naturally have annoyed his fastidious 
senses. He loved the old rumbling and jolting carts, the former track of 
which he still found in his long-buried remembrance, as the observer of 
to-day finds the wheel-tracks of ancient vehicles in Herculaneum. The 
butcher's cart, with its snowy canopy, was an acceptable object; so was 
the fish-cart, heralded by its horn; so, likewise, was the countryman's 
cart of vegetables, plodding from door to door, with long pauses of tht 
patient horse, while his owner drove a trade in turnips, carrots, summer- 
squashes, string-beans, green peas, and new potatoes, with half the house- 
wives of the neighborhood. The baker's cart, with the harsh music of its 
bells, had a pleasant effect on Clifford, because, as few things else did, i\ 
jingled the very dissonance of yore. One afternoon a scissor-grinder 
chanced to set his wheel a-going under the Pyncheon Elm, and just in 
front of the arched window. Children came running with their mothers' 
Scissors, or the carving-knife, or the paternal razor, or anything else that 
backed an edge (except, indeed, poor Clifford's wits), that the grinder 
[v light apply the article to his magic wheel, and give it back as good as 
new. Round went the busily revolving machinery, kept in motion by the 
scissor-grinder's foot, and wore away the hard steel against the hard 



THE WORKS OF HAWTHORNE 


340 

Stone, whence issued an intense and spiteful prolongation of a hiss as 
fierce as those emitted by Satan and his compeers in Pandemonium, 
though squeezed into smaller compass. It was an ugly, little, venomous 
serpent of a noise, as ever did petty violence to human ears. But Clifford 
listened with rapturous delight. The sound, however disagreeable, had 
very brisk life in it, and, together with the circle of curious children 
watching the revolutions of the wheel, appeared to give him a more vivid 
sense of active, bustling, and sunshiny existence than he had attained in 
almost any other way. Nevertheless, its charm lay chiefly in the past; for 
the scissor-grinder’s wheel had hissed in his childish ears. 

He sometimes made doleful complaint that there were no stage-coaches 
nowadays. And he asked in an injured tone what had become of all those 
old square-top chaises, with wings sticking out on either side, that used to 
be drawn by a plough-horse, and driven by a farmer^s wife and daughter, 
peddling whortleberries and blackberries about the town. Their disap- 
pearance made him doubt, he said, whether the berries had not left off 
growing in the broad pastures and along the shady country lanes. 

But anything that appealed to the sense of beauty, in however humble 
a way, did not require to be recommended by these old associations. This 
was observable when one of those Italian boys (who are rather a modern 
feature of our streets) came along with his barrel-organ, and stopped un- 
der the wide and cool shadows of the elm. With his quick professional eye 
he took note of the two faces watching him from the arched window, and, 
opening his instrument, began to scatter its melodies abroad. He had a 
monkey on his shoulder, dressed in a Highland plaid; and, to complete 
the sum of splendid attractions wherewith he presented himself to the 
public, there was a company of little figures, whose sphere and habitation 
was in the mahogany case of his organ, and whose principle of life was the 
music which the Italian made it his business to grind out. In all their 
variety of occupation, — the cobbler, the blacksmith, the soldier, the lady 
with her fan, the toper with his bottle, the milkmaid sitting by her cow, — 
this fortunate little society might truly be said to enjoy a harmonious 
existence, and to make life literally a dance. The Italian turned a crank; 
and, behold! every one of these small individuals started into the most 
curious vivacity. The cobbler wrought upon a shoe; the blacksmith ham- 
mered his iron; the soldier waved his glittering blade; the lady raised a 
tiny breeze with her fan; the jolly toper swigged lustily at his bottle; a 
scholar opened his book with eager thirst for knowledge, and turned his 
head to and tro along the page; the milkmaid energetically drained her 
cow; and a miser counted gold into his strong-box, — all at the same turn- 
ing of a crank. Yes; and, moved by the self-same impulse, a lover saluted 
his mistress on her lips! Possibly some cynic, at once merry and bitter, 
had desired to signify, in this pantomimic scene, that we mortals, what- 
ever our business or amusement, — ^however serious, however trifling,-^ 
all dance to one identical tune, and, in spite of our ridiculous activih/ 
bring nothing finally to pass. For the most remarkable aspect of the affair 
was, that, at the cessation of the music, everybody was petrified, at once. 
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from the most extravagant life into a dead torpor. Neither was the cob- 
oler’s shoe finished, nor the blacksmith's iron shaped out; nor was there 
a drop less of brandy in the toper's bottle, nor a drop nore of milk in the 
milkmaid's pail, nor one additional coin in the miser's strong-box, nor 
was the scholar a page deeper in his book. All were precisely in the same 
condition as before they made themselves so ridiculous by their haste to 
toil, to enjoy, to accumulate gold, and to become wise. Saddest of all, 
moreover, the lover was none the happier for the maiden's granted kissl 
But, rather than swallow this last too acrid ingredient, we reject the 
whole moral of the show. 

The monkey, meanwhile, with a ^hick tail curling out into preposterous 
prolixity from beneath his tartans took his station at the Italian s feet. 
He turned a wrinkled and abomii able little visage to every passer-by, 
and to the circle of children that S( on gathered round, and to Hi.^pzibah’s 
shop-door, and upward to the arcaed window, whence Phcebe and Clif- 
ford were looking down. Every m )ment, also, he took off his Highland 
bonnet, and performed a bow and >crape. Sometimes, moreover, he made 
personal application to individuals, holding out his small black palm, 
and otherwise plainly signifying bis excessive desire for whatever filthy 
lucre might happen to be in anybody’s pocket. The mean and low, yet 
strangely man-like expression of his wilted countenance; the prying and 
crafty glance, that showed him ready to gripe at every miserable advan- 
tage; his enormous tail (too enormous to be decently concealed under his 
gabardine), and the deviltry of nature which it betokened, — take this 
monkey just as he was, in short, and you could desire no better image of 
the Mammon of copper coin, symbolizing the grossest form of the love of 
money. Neither was there any possibility of satisfying the covetous little 
devil. Phoebe threw down a whole handful of cents, which he picked up 
with joyless eagerness, handed them over to the Italian for safekeeping, 
and immediately recommenced a series of pantomimic petitions for more. 

Doubtless, more than one New-Englander — or, let him be of what 
country he might, it is as likely to be the case — ^passed by, and threw a 
look at the monkey, and went on, without imagining how nearly his own 
moral condition was here exemplified. Clifford, however, was a being of 
another order. He had taken childish delight in the music, and smiled, 
too, at the figures which it set in motion. But, after looking a while at the 
long-tailed imp, he was so shocked by his horrible ugliness, spiritual as 
well as physical, that he actually began to shed tears ; a weakness which 
men of merely delicate endowments, and destitute of the fiercer, deeper, 
and more tragic power of laughter, can hardly avoid, when the worst and 
meanest aspect of life happens to be presented to them. 

Pyncheon Street was sometimes enlivened by spectacles of more im- 
posing pretensions than the above, and which brought the multitude 
along with them. With a shivering repugnance at the idea of personal 
contact with the world, a powerful impulse still seized on Clifford, when- 
ever the rush and roar of the human tide grew strongly audible to him. 
This was made evident, one day, when a political procession, with hun- 
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dreds ot flaunting banners, and drums, fifes, clarions, and cymbals, re- 
verberating between the rows of buildings, marched all through town, 
and trailed its length of trampling footsteps, and most infrequent uproar, 
past the ordinarily quiet House of the Seven Gables. As a mere object of 
sight, nothing is more deficient in picturesque features than a procession 
seen in its passage through narrow streets. The spectator feels it lo be 
fool’s play, when he can distinguish the tedious commonplace of each 
man’s visage, with the perspiration and weary self-importance on it, and 
the very cut of his pantaloons, and the stiffness or laxity of his shirt-col- 
lar, and the dust on the back of his black coat. In order to become ma- 
jestic, it should be viewed from some vantage point, as it rolls its slow 
and long array through the centre of a wide plain, or the stateliest public 
square of a city; for then, by its remoteness, it melts all the petty per- 
sonalities, of which it is made up, into one broad mass of existence, — one 
great life, — one collected body of mankind, with a vast, homogeneous 
spirit animating it. But, on the other hand, if an impressible person, 
standing alone over the brink of one of these processions, should behold 
it, not in its atoms, but in its aggregate, — as a mighty river of life, mas- 
sive in its tide, and black with mystery, and, out of its depths, calling to 
the kindred depth within him, — then the contiguity would add to the 
effect. It might so fascinate him that he would hardly be restrained from 
plunging into the surging stream of human sympathies. 

So it proved with Clifford. He shuddered; he grew pale; he threw an 
appealing look at Hepzibah and Phoebe, who were with him at the win- 
dow. They comprehended nothing of his emotions, and supposed him 
merely disturbed by the unaccustomed tumult. At last, with tremulous 
limbs, he started up, set his foot on the window-sill, and in an instant 
more would have been in the unguarded balcony. As it was, the whole 
procession might have seen him, a wild, haggard figure, his gray locks 
floating in the wind that waved their banners; a lonely being, estranged 
from his race, but now feeling himself man again, by virtue of the irre- 
pressible instinct that possessed him. Had Clifford attained the balcony, 
he would probably have leaped into the street; but whether impelled by 
the species of terror that sometimes urges its victim over the very preci- 
pice which he shrinks from, or by a natural magnetism, tending towards 
the great centre of humanity, it were not easy to decide. Both impulses 
might have wrought on him at once. 

But his companions, affrighted by his gesture, — which was that of a 
man hurried away in spite of himself, — seized Clifford’s garment and held 
him back. Hepzibah shrieked. Phoebe, to whom all extravagance was a 
horror, burst into sobs and tears. 

^•'Clifford, Clifford! are you crazy?” cried his sister. 

‘T hardly know, Hepzibah,” said Clifford, drawing a long breath. 
^Tear nothing, — it is over now, — ^but had I taken that plunge, and sur 
vived it, methinks it would have made me another man! ” 

Possibly, in some sense, Clifford may have been right. He needed a 
shock; or perhaps he required to take a deep, deep plunge into the ocean 
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of human life, and to sink down and be covered by its profoundness, and 
then to emerge, sobered, invigorated, restored to the world and to him- 
self. Perhaps, again, he required nothing less than the great final remedy 
— death! 

A similar yearning to renew the broken links of brotherhood with his 
kind sometimes showed itself in a milder form; and once it was made 
beautiful by the religion that lay even deeper than itself. In the incident 
now to be sketched, there was a touching recognition, on Clifford’s part, 
of God’s care and love towards him, — towards this poor, forsaken man, 
who, if any mortal could, might have been pardoned for regarding him- 
self as thrown aside, forgotten, and left to be the sport of some fiend, 
whose playfulness was an ecstasy of mischief. 

It was the Sabbath morning; oj^e of those bright, calm Sabbaths, with 
its own hallowed atmosphere, wh m Heaven seems to diffuse itself over 
the earth’s face in a solemn smile no less sweet than solemn. On such a 
Sabbath morn, were we pure enough to be its medium, we should be con- 
scious of the earth’s natural worship ascending through our frames, on 
whatever spot of ground w^e stood The church-bells, with various tones, 
but all in harmony, were calling mt, and responding to one another, — 
‘Tt is the Sabbath! — The Sabbat! ! — Yea; the Sabbath! ” — and over the 
whole city the bells scattered the blessed sounds, now slowly, now with 
livelier joy, now one bell alone, now all the bells together, crying earnestly, 
— “It is the Sabbath! ” and flinging their accents afar off, to melt into the 
air, and pervade it with the holy word. The air, with God’s sweetest and 
tenderest sunshine in it, was meet for mankind to breathe into their 
hearts, and send it forth again as the utterance of prayer. 

Clifford sat at the window with Hepzibah, watching the neighbors as 
they stepped into the street. All of them, however unspiritual on other 
days, were transfigured by the Sabbath influence; so that their very gar- 
ments — whether it were an old man’s decent coat well brushed for the 
thousandth time, or a little boy’s first sack and trousers finished yester- 
day by his mother’s needle — had somewhat of the quality of ascension- 
robes. Forth, likewise, from the portal of the old house, stepped Phcebe, 
putting up her small green sunshade, and throwing upward a glance and 
smile of parting kindness to the faces at the arched window. In her as- 
pect there was a familiar gladness, and a holiness that you could play 
with, and yet reverence it as much as ever. She was like a prayer, offered 
up in the homeliest beauty of one’s mother-tongue. Fresh was Phoebe, 
moreover, and airy and sweet in her apparel; as if nothing that she wore 
— neither her gown, nor her small straw bonnet, nor her little kerchief, 
any more than her snowy stockings — ^had ever been put on before; or, if 
worn, were all the fresher for it, and with a fragrance as if they had lain 
among the rose-buds. 

The girl waved her hand to Hepzibah and Clifford, and went up the 
street; a religion in herself, warm, simple, true, with a substance that 
could walk on earth and a spirit that was capable of heaven. 
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^^Hepzibah/^ asked Clifford, after watching Phoebe to the corner, ^^do 
you never go to church?’* 

^^No, Clifford I ” she replied, — “not these many, many years 1 ” 

“Were I to be there,” he rejoined, “it seems to me that I could pray 
once more, when so many human souls were praying all around me! ” 

She looked into Clifford’s face, and beheld there a soft natural ctfu- 
sion ; for his heart gushed out, as it were, and ran over at his eyes, in de- 
lightful reverence for God, and kindly affection for his human brethren. 
The emotion communicated itself to Hepzibah. She yearned to take him 
by the hand, and go and kneel down, they two together, — both so long 
separate from the world, and, as she now recognized, scarcely friends with 
Him above, — to kneel down among the people, and be reconciled to God 
and man at once. 

“Dear brother,” said she, earnestly, “let us go! We belong nowhere. 
We have not a foot of space in any church to kneel upon; but let us go 
to some place of worship, even if we stand in the broad aisle. Poor and 
forsaken as we are, some pew-door will be opened to us ! ” 

So Hepzibah and her brother made themselves ready, — as ready as 
they could in the best of their old-fashioned garments, which had hung 
on pegs, or been laid away in trunks, so long that the dampness and 
mouldy smell of the past was on them, — made themselves ready, in their 
faded bettermost, to go to church. They descended the staircase together, 
— gaunt, sallow Hepzibah, and pale, emaciated, age-stricken Clifford! 
They pulled open the front door, and stepped across the threshold, and 
felt, both of them, as if they were standing in the presence of the whole 
world, and with mankind’s great and terrible eye on them alone. The 
eye of their Father seemed to be withdrawn, and gave them no encourage- 
ment. The warm sunny air of the street made them shiver. Their hearts 
quaked within them at the idea of taking one step farther. 

“It cannot be, Hepzibah! — it is too late,” said Clifford, with deep sad- 
ness. “We are ghosts! We have no right among human beings, — no right 
anywhere but in this old house, which has a curse on it, and which, there- 
fore, we are doomed to haunt! And, besides,” he continued, with a fastid- 
ious sensibility, inalienably characteristic of the man, “it would not be 
fit nor beautiful to go! It is an ugly thought that I should be frightful to 
my fellow-beings, and that children would cling to their mothers’ gowns 
at sight of me!” 

They shrank back into the dusky passage-way, and closed the door. 
But, going up the staircase again, they found the whole interior of the 
house tenfold more dismal, and the air closer and heavier, for the glimpse 
and breath of freedom which they had just snatched. They could not flee; 
their jailer had but left the door ajar in mockery, and stood behind it to 
^ watch them stealing out. At the threshold, they felt his pitiless gripe upon 
them. For, what other dungeon is so dark as one’s own heart! What jailer 
so inexorable as one’s self! 

But it would be no fair picture of Clifford’s state of mind were we to 
represent him as continually or prevailingly wretched. On the contrary, 
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there was no other man in the city, we are bold to affirm, of so much as 
half his years, who enjoyed so many lightsome and griefless moments as 
himself. He had no burden of care upon him; there were none of those 
questions and contingencies with the future to be settled which wear away 
b 1 \ other lives, and render them not worth having by the very process of 
providing for their support. In this respect he was a child, — a child foi 
the whole term of his existence, be it long or short. Indeed, his life seemed 
to be standing still at a period little in advance of childhood, and to clus- 
ter all his reminiscences about that epoch; just as, after the torpor of a 
heavy blow, the sufferer’s reviving consciousness goes back to a moment 
considerably behind the accident that stupefied him. He sometimes told 
Phoebe and Hepzibah his dreams, .n which he invariably played the part 
of a child, or a very young man. So vivid were they, in his relation of 
them, that he once held a dispute with his sister as to the particular fig- 
ure or print of a chintz morning-dress, which he had seen their mother 
wear, in the dream of the prececdng night. Hepzibah, piquing herself 
on a woman’s accuracy in such n matters, held it to be slightly different 
from what Clifford described; but producing the very gown from an old 
trunk, it proved to be identical with his remembrance of it. Had Clifford, 
every time that he emerged out of dreams so lifelike, undergone the tor- 
ture of transformation from a boy into an old and broken man, the daily 
recurrence of the shock would have been too much to bear. It would have 
caused an acute agony to thrill from the morning twilight, all the day 
through, until bedtime; and even then would have mingled a dull, in- 
scrutable pain, and pallid hue of misfortune, with the visionary bloom and 
adolescence of his slumber. But the nightly moonshine interwove itself 
with the morning mist, and enveloped him as in a robe, which he hugged 
about his person, and seldom let realties pierce through ; he was not often 
quite awake, but slept open-eyed, and perhaps fancied himself most 
dreaming then. 

Thus, lingering always so near his childhood, he had sympathies with 
children, and kept his heart the fresher thereby, like a reservoir into 
which rivulets were pouring not far from the fountain-head. Though pre- 
vented, by a subtile sense of propriety, from desiring to associate with 
them, he loved few things better than to look out of the arched window, 
and see a little girl driving her hoop along the sidewalk, or school-boys 
at a game of ball. Their voices, also, were very pleasant to him, heard at a 
distance, all swarming and intermingling together as flies do in a sunny 
room. 

Clifford would, doubtless, have been glad to share their sports. One 
afternoon he was seized with an irresistible desire to blow soap-bubbles; 
an amusement, as Hepzibah told Phoebe apart, that had been a favorite 
one with her brother when they were both children. Behold him, there- 
fore, at the arched window, with an earthern pipe in his mouth! Behold 
him, with his gray hair, and a wan, unreal smile over his countenance, 
where still hovered a beautiful grace, which his worst enemy must have 
acknowledged to be spiritual and immortal, since it had survived so long! 
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Behold him, scattering airy spheres abroad, from the window into the 
street! Little impalpable worlds were those soap-bubbles, with the big 
world depicted, in hues bright as imagination, on the nothing of their 
surface. It was curious to see how the passers-by regarded these brilliant 
fantasies, as they came floating down, and made the dull atmosphere im- 
aginative about them. Some stopped to gaze, and, perhaps, carriel a 
pleasant recollection of the bubbles onward as far as the street-corner; 
some looked angrily upward, as if poor Clifford wronged them by setting 
an image of beauty afloat so near their dusty pathway. A great many put 
out their fingers or their walking-sticks to touch, withal ; and were per- 
versely gratified, no doubt, when the bubble, with all its pictured earth 
and sky scene, vanished as if it had never been. 

At length, just as an elderly gentleman of very dignified presence hap- 
pened to be passing, a large bubble sailed majestically down, and burst 
right against his nose! He looked up, — at first with a stern, keen glance, 
which penetrated at once into the obscurity behind the arched window, — 
then with a smile which might be conceived as diffusing a dog-day sultri- 
ness for the space of several yards about him. 

^'Aha, Cousin Clifford!’^ cried Judge Pyncheon. ‘‘What! still blowing 
soap-bubbles!” 

The tone seemed as if meant to be kind and soothing, but yet had a 
bitterness of sarcasm in it. As for Clifford, an absolute palsy of fear came 
over him. Apart from any definite cause of dread which his past experi- 
ence might have given him, he felt that native and original horror of the 
excellent Judge which is proper to a weak, delicate, and apprehensive 
character in the presence of massive strength. Strength is incomprehensi- 
ble by weakness, and, therefore, the more terrible. There is no greater 
bugbear than a strong-willed relative in the circle, of his own connections. 


XII 

The Daguerreotypist 

It must not be supposed that the life of a personage naturally so active as 
Phoebe could be wholly confined within the precincts of the old Pyncheon 
House. Clifford’s demands upon her time were usually satisfied, in those 
long days, considerably earlier than sunset. Quiet as his daily existence 
seemed, it nevertheless drained all the resources by which he lived. It was 
not physical exercise that overwearied him, — for except that he some- 
times wrought a little with a hoe, or paced the garden- walk, or, in rainy 
weather, traversed a large unoccupied room, — it was his tendency to re- 
main only too quiescent, as regarded any toil of the limbs and muscles. 
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But, either there was a smouldering fire within him that consumed his vi- 
tal energy, or the monotony that would have dragged itself with benumb^ 
ing effect over a mind differently situated was no monotony to Clifford. 
Possibly, he was in a state of second growth and recovery, and was con- 
stantly assimilating nutriment for his spirit and intellect from sights, 
sounds, and events, which passed as a perfect void to persons more prac- 
tised with the world. As all is activity and vicissitude to the new mind of 
a child, so might it be, likewise, to a mind that had undergone a kind of 
new creation, after its long-suspended life. 

Be the cause what it might, Clifford commonly retired to rest, thor- 
oughly exhausted, while the sunbeams were still melting through his 
window-curtains, or were thrown with late lustre on the chamber wall. 
And while he thus slept early, as other children do, and dreamed of child- 
hood, Phoebe was free to follow her own tastes for the remainder of the 
day and evening. 

This was a freedom essential to the health even of a character so little 
susceptible of morbid influences a > that of Phoebe. The old house, as we 
have already said, had both the d y-rot and the damp-rot in its walls; it 
was not good to breathe no other a mosphere than that. Hepzibah, though 
she had her valuable and redeeming traits, had grown to be a kind of 
lunatic, by imprisoning herself so long in one place, with no other com- 
pany than a single series of ideas and but one affection, and one bitter 
sense of wrong. Clifford, the reader may perhaps imagine, was too inert 
to operate morally on his fellow-creatures, however intimate and exclu- 
sive their relations with him. But the sympathy or magnetism among hu- 
man beings is more subtile and universal than we think; it exists, indeed, 
among different classes of organized life, and vibrates from one to an- 
other. A flower, for instance, as Phoebe herself observed, always began to 
droop sooner in Clifford’s hand, or Hepzibah ’s, than in her own; and by 
the same law, converting her whole daily life into a flower-fragrance for 
these two sickly spirits, the blooming girl must inevitably droop and fade 
much sooner than if worn on a younger and happier breast. Unless she 
had now and then indulged her brisk impulses, and breathed rural air in 
a suburban walk, or ocean breezes along the shore, — had occasionally 
obeyed the impulse of Nature, in New England girls, by attending a met- 
aphysical or philosophical lecture, or viewing a seven-mile panorama, or 
listening to a concert, — had gone shopping about the city, ransacking en- 
tire depots of splendid merchandise, and bringing home a ribbon, — had 
employed, likewise, a little time to *ead the Bible in her chamber, and had 
stolen a little more to think of her mother and her native place, — unless 
for such moral medicines as the above, we should soon have beheld our 
poor Phoebe grow thin and put on a bleached unwholesome aspect, and 
assume strange, shy ways, prophetic of old-maidenhood and a cheerless 
future. 

Even as it was, a change grew visible; a change partly to be regretted, 
although whatever charm it infringed upon was repaired by another, per- 
haps more precious. She was not so constantly gay, but had her moods of 
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thought, which Clifford, on the whole, liked better than her former phase 
of unmingled cheerfulness; because now she understood him better and 
more delicately, and sometimes even interpreted him to himself. Her eyes 
looked larger, and darker, and deeper; so deep, at some silent moments, 
that they seemed like Artesian wells, down, down, into the infinite. She 
was less girlish than when we first beheld her alighting from the omnibus; 
less girlish, but more a woman. 

The only youthful mind with which Phoebe had an opportunity of fre- 
quent intercourse was that of the daguerreot3rpist. Inevitably, by the 
pressure of the seclusion about them, they had been brought into habits 
of some familiarity. Had they met under different circumstances, neither 
of these young persons would have been likely to bestow much thought 
upon the other, unless, indeed, their extreme dissimilarity should have 
proved a principle of mutual attraction. Both, it is true, were characters 
proper to New England life, and possessing a common ground, therefore, 
in, their more external developments; but as unlike, in their respective in- 
teriors, as if their native climes had been at world-wide distance. During 
tlie early part of their acquaintance, Phoebe had held back rather more 
than was customary with her frank and simple manners from Holgrave^s 
not very marked advances. Nor was she yet satisfied that she knew him 
well, although they almost daily met and talked together, in a kind, 
friendly, and what seemed to be a familiar way. 

The artist, in a desultory manner, had imparted to Phoebe something 
of his history. Young as he was, and had his career terminated at the 
point already attained, there had been enough of incident to fill, very 
creditably, an autobiographic volume. A romance on the plan of Gil Bias, 
adapted to American society and manners, would cease to be a romance. 
The experience of many individuals among us, who think it hardly worth 
the telling, would equal the vicissitudes of the Spaniard’s earlier life; 
while their ultimate success, or the point whither they tend, may be in- 
comparably higher than any that a novelist would imagine for his hero. 
Holgrave, as he told Phoebe, somewhat proudly, could not boast of his 
origin, unless as being exceedingly humble, nor of his education, except 
that it had been the scantiest possible, and obtained by a few winter- 
months’ attendance at a district school. Left early to his own guidance, 
he had begun to be self-dependent while yet a boy; and it was a condi- 
tion aptly suited to his natural force of will. Though now but twenty-two 
years old (lacking some months, which are years in such a life), he had 
already been, first, a country schoolmaster; next, a salesman in a country 
store; and, either at the same time or afterwards, the political editor of a 
country newspaper. He had subsequently travelled New England and 
the Middle States, as a pedlar, in the employment of a Connecticut manu- 
factory of cologne-water and other essences. In an episodical way he had 
studied and practised dentistry, and with very flattering success, especial- 
ly in many of the factory-towns along our inland streams. As a super- 
numerary official, of some kind or other, aboard a packet-ship, he had 
visited Europe, and found means, before his return, to see Italy, and part 
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of France and Germany. At a later period he had spent some months in 
a community of Fourierists. Still more recently he had been a public lec- 
turer on Mesmerism, for which science (as he assured Phoebe, and, in- 
deed, satisfactorily proved, by putting Chanticleer, who happened to be 
scratching near by, to sleep) he had very remarkable endowments. 

His present phrase, as a daguerreot)T>ist, was of no more importance in 
his own view, nor likely to be more permanent, than any of the preceding 
ones. It had been taken up with the careless alacrity of an adventurer, 
who had his bread to earn. It would be thrown aside as carelessly, when- 
ever he should choose to earn his bread by some other equally digressive 
means. But what was most remarkable, and, perhaps, showed a more 
than common poise in the young man, was the fact that, amid all these 
personal vicissitudes, he had never lost his identity. Plomeless as he had 
been, — continually changing his whereabout, and, therefore, responsible 
neither to public opinion nor ^o ind viduals, — putting off one exterior, and 
snatching up another, to be soon shifted for a third, — he had never vio- 
lated the innermost man, but had arried his conscience along with him. 
It was impossible to know Holgrave without recognizing this to be the 
fact. Hepzibah had seen it. Phoebe ^oon saw it, likewise, and gave him the 
sort of confidence which such a cei tainty inspires. She was startled, how- 
ever, and sometimes repelled, — not by any doubt of his integrity to what- 
ever law he acknowledged, but by a sense that his law differed from her 
own. He made her uneasy, and seemed to unsettle everything around her, 
by his lack of reverence for what was fixed, unless, at a moment’s warn- 
ing, it could establish its right to hold its ground. 

Then, moreover, she scarcely thought him affectionate in his nature. 
He was too calm and cool an observer. Phcebe felt his eye, often; his 
heart, seldom or never. He took a certain kind of interest in Hepzibah and 
her brother, and Phoebe herself. He studied them attentively, and allowed 
no slightest circumstance of their individualities to escape him. He was 
ready to do them whatever good he might; but, after all, he never exactly 
made common cause with them, nor gave any reliable evidence that he 
loved them better in proportion as he knew them more. In his relationa 
with them, he seemed to be in quest of mental food, not heart-sustenance. 
Phoebe could not conceive what interested him so much in her friends and 
herself, intellectually, since he cared nothing for them, or, comparatively, 
so little, as objects of human affection. 

Always, in his interviews with Phoebe, the artist made especial inquiry 
as to the welfare of Clifford, whom, except at the Sunday festival, he sel- 
dom saw. 

“Does he still seem happy?” he asked one day. 

“As happy as a child,” answered Phoebe; “but — like a child, too — very 
easily disturbed.” 

“How disturbed?” inquired Holgrave, “By things without, or by 
thoughts v/ithin?” 

“I cannot see his thoughts! How should I?” replied Phoebe, with simple 
piquancy. “Very often his humor changes without any reason that can be 
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guessed at, just as a cloud comes over the sun. Latterly, since I have be 
gun to know him better I feel it to be not quite right to look closely into 
his moods. He has had such a great sorrow, that his heart is made all 
solemn and sacred by it. When he is cheerful, — when the sun shines into 
his mind, — then I venture to peep in, just as far as the light reaches, but 
no further. It holy ground where the shadow falls! ” 

“How prettily you express this sentiment!” said the artist. “I can 
understand the feeling, without possessing it. Had I your opportunities, 
no scruples would prevent me from fathoming Clifford to the full depth 
of my plummet-line!” 

“How strange that you should wish it!” remarked Phoebe, involun- 
tarily. “What is Cousin Clifford to you?” 

“Oh, nothing, — of course, nothing!” answered Holgrave, with a smile. 
“Only this is such an odd and incomprehensible world ! The more I look 
at it the more it puzzles me, and I begin to suspect that a man’s bewilder- 
ment is the measure of his wisdom. Men and women, and children, too, 
are such strange creatures, that one never can be certain that he really 
knows them; nor ever guess what they have been, from what he sees them 
to be now. Judge Pyncheon! Clifford! What a complex riddle — a com- 
plexity of complexities — do they present! It requires intuitive sympathy, 
like a young girl’s, to solve it. A mere observer, like myself (who never 
have any intuitions, and am, at best, only subtile and acute), is pretty 
certain to go astray.” 

The artist now turned the conversation to themes less dark than that 
which they had touched upon. Phoebe and he were young together; nor 
had Holgrave, in his premature experience of life, wasted entirely that 
beautiful spirit of youth, which, gushing forth from one small heart and 
fancy, may diffuse itself over the universe, making it all as bright as on 
the first day of creation. Man’s own youth is the world’s youth ; at least, 
he feels as if it were, and imagines that the earth’s granite substance is 
something not yet hardened, and which he can mould into whatever shape 
he likes. So it was with Holgrave. He could talk sagely about the world’s 
old age, but never actually believed what he said ; he was a young man 
still, and therefore looked upon the world — that gray-bearded and 
wrinkled profligate, decrepit, without being venerable — as a tender strip- 
ling, capable of being improved into all that it ought to be, but scarcely 
yet had shown the remotest promise of becoming. He had that sense, or 
inward prophecy, — which a young man had better never have been born 
than not to have, and a mature man had better die at cnce than utterly 
to relinquish, — that we are not doomed to creep on forever in the old bad 
way, but that, this very now, there are the harbingers abroad of a golden 
era, to be accomplished in his own life-time. It seemed to Holgrave — as 
doubtless it has seemed to the hopeful of every century since the epoch of 
Adam’s grandchildren — that in this age, more than ever before, the moss- 
grown and rotten Past is to be torn down, and lifeless institutions to be 
thrust out of the way, and their dead corpses buried, and everything to 
begin anew. 
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As to the main point, — may we never live to doubt it! — as to the bet- 
ter centuries that are coming, the artist was surely right. His error lay in 
supposing that this age, more than any past or future one, is destined to 
see the tattered garments of Antiquity exchanged for a new suit, instead 
of gradually renewing themselves by patchwork ; in applying his own lit- 
tle life-span as the measure of an interminable achievement; and, more 
than all, in fancying that it mattered anything to the great end in view 
whether he himself should contend for it or against it. Yet it was well for 
him to think so. This enthusiasm, infusing itself through the calmness of 
his character, and thus taking an aspect of settled thought and wisdom, 
would serve to keep his youth pure, and make his aspirations high. And 
when, with the years settling down more weightily upon him, his early 
faith should be modified by inevi able experience, it would be with no 
harsh and sudden revolution of hh sentiments. He would still have faith 
in man’s brightening destiny, and perhaps love him all the betier, as he 
should recognize his helplessness in his own behalf; and the haughty 
faith, with which he began life, would be well bartered for a far humbler 
one at its close, in discerning that taan’s best directed effort accomplishes 
a kind of dream, while God is the sc'le worker of realities. 

Holgrave had read very little, and that little in passing through the 
thoroughfare of life, where the mystic language of his books was neces- 
sarily mixed up with the babble of the multitude, so that both one and the 
other were apt to lose any sense that might have been properly their own. 
He considered himself a thinker, and was certainly of a thoughtful turn^ 
but, with his own path to discover, had perhaps hardly yet reached the 
point where an educated man begins to think. The true value of his char- 
acter lay in that deep consciousness of inward strength, which made all 
his past vicissitudes seem merely like a change of garments ; in that en- 
thusiasm, so quiet that he scarcely knew of its existence, but which gave a 
warmth to everything that he laid his hand on; in that personal am- 
bition, hidden — from his own as well as other eyes — among his more 
generous impulses, but in which lurked a certain efficacy, that might 
solidify him from a theorist into the champion of some practicable cause. 
Altogether in his culture and want of culture, — in his crude, wild, and 
misty philosophy, and the practical experience that counteracted some 
of its tendencies; in his magnanimous zeal for man’s welfare, and his 
recklessness of whatever the ages had established in man’s behalf ; in his 
faith, and in his infidelity; in what he had, and in what he lacked, — the 
artist might fitly enough stand forth as the representative of many com- 
peers in his native land. 

His career it would be difficult to prefigure. There appeared to be quali- 
ties in Holgrave, such as, in a country where everything is free to the 
hand that can grasp it, could hardly fail to put some of the world’s prizes 
within his reach. But these matters are delightfully uncertain. At al- 
most every step in life, we meet with young men of just about Holgrave’s 
age, for whom we anticipate wonderful things, but of whom, even after 
much and careful inquiry, we never happen to hear another word. The 
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effervescence of youth and passion, and the fresh gloss of the intellect and 
imagination, endow them with a false brilliancy, which makes fools of 
themselves and other people. Like certain chintzes, calicoes, and ging- 
hams, they show finely in their first newness, but cannot stand the sun 
and rain, and assume a very sober aspect after washing-day. 

But our business is with Holgrave as we find him on this particular 
afternoon, and in the arbor of the Pyncheon garden. In that point of view, 
it was a pleasant sight to behold this young man, with so much faith in 
himself, and so fair an appearance of admirable powers, — so little 
harmed, too, by the many tests that had tried his metal, — it was pleasant 
to see him in his kindly intercourse with Phoebe. Her thought had scarce- 
ly done him justice when it pronounced him cold; or, if so, he had grown 
warmer now. Without such purpose on her part, and unconsciously on 
his, she made the House of the Seven Gables like a home to him, and the 
garden a familiar precinct. With the insight on which he prided himself, 
he fancied that he could look through Phoebe, and all around her, and 
could read her off like a page of a child’s story-book. But these transpar- 
ent natures are often deceptive in their depth ; those pebbles at the bot- 
tom of the fountain are farther from us than we think. Thus the artist, 
whatever he might judge of Phoebe’s capacity, was beguiled, by some si- 
lent charm of hers, to talk freely of what he dreamed of doing in the 
world. He poured himself out as to another self. Very possibly, he forgot 
Phoebe while he talked to her, and was moved only by the inevitable 
tendency of thought, when rendered sympathetic by enthusiasm and emo- 
tion, to flow into the first safe reservoir which it finds. But, had you 
peeped at them through the chinks of the garden-fence, the young man’s 
earnestness and heightened color might have led you to suppose that he 
was making love to the young girl I 

At length, something was said by Holgrave that made it apposite for 
Phoebe to inquire what had first brought him acquainted with her cousin 
Hepzibah, and why he now chose to lodge in the desolate old Pyncheon 
House. Without directly answering her, he turned from the Future, 
which had heretofore been the theme of his discourse, and began to speak 
of the influences of the Past. One subject, indeed, is but the reverbera- 
tion of the other. 

‘‘Shall we never, never get rid of this Past?” cried he, keeping up the 
earnest tone of his preceding conversation. ‘Tt lies upon the Present like 
a giant’s dead body! In fact, the case is just as if a young giant were com- 
pelled to waste all his strength in carrying about the corpse of the old 
giant, his grandfather, who died a long while ago, and only needs to be 
decently buried. Just think a moment, and it will startle you to see what 
slaves we are to bygone times, — to Death, if we give the matter the right 
word!” 

“But I do not see it,” observed Phoebe. 

“For example, then” continued Holgrave: “a dead man, if he happen 
to have made a will, disposes of wealth no longer his own; or, if he die 
intestate, it is distributed in accordance with the notions of men much 
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longer dead than he. A dead man sits on all our judgment-seats; and liv- 
ing judges do but search out and repeat his decisions. We read in dead 
men^s books! We laugh at dead men^s jokes, and cry at dead men’s 
pathos! We are sick of dead men’s diseases, physical and moral, and die 
of the same remedies with which dead doctors killed their patients! We 
worship the living Deity according to dead men’s forms and creeds. "What- 
ever we seek to do, of our own free motion, a dead man’s icy hand ob- 
structs us! Turn our eyes to what point we may, a dead man’s white, im- 
mitigable face encounters them, and freezes our very heart! And we must 
be dead ourselves before we can begin to have our proper influence on our 
own world, which will then be no longer our world, but the world of an- 
other generation, with which we ^.hall have no shadow of a right to inter- 
fere. I ought to have said, too, tha we live in dead men’s houses; as, for 
instance, in this of the Seven Gable . ! ” 

‘^And why not,” said Phoebe, ^ so long as we can be comfortable in 
them?” 

^‘But we shall live to see the day I trust,” went on the artist, “when no 
man shall build his house for poste ity. Why should he? He might just as 
reasonably order a durable suit of clothes, — leather, or gutta-percha, or 
whatever else lasts longest, — so that his great-grandchildren should have 
the benefit of them, and cut precisely the same figure in the world that he 
himself does. If each generation were allowed and expected to build its 
own houses, that single change, comparatively unimportant in itself, 
would imply almost every reform which society is now suffering for. I 
doubt whether even our public edifices — our capitols, state-houses, court- 
houses, city-hall, and churches — ought to be built of such permanent ma- 
terials as stone or brick. It were better that they should crumble to ruin 
once in twenty years, or thereabouts, as a hint to the people to examine 
into and reform the institutions which they symbolize.” 

“How you hate everything old! ” said Phcebe, in dismay. “It makes me 
dizzy to think of such a shifting world! ” 

“I certainly love nothing mouldy,” answered Holgrave. “Now, this old 
Pyncheon House! Is it a wholesome place to live in, with its black 
shingles, and the green moss that shows how damp they are? — its dark, 
low-studded rooms? — its grime and sordidness, which are the crystalliza- 
tion on its walls of the human breath, that has been drawn and exhaled 
here in discontent and anguish? The house ought to be purified with fire, 
— purified till only its ashes remain! ” 

“Then why do you live in it?” asked Phoebe, a little piqued. 

“Oh, I am pursuing my studies here; not in books, however,” replied 
Holgrave. “The house, in my view, is expressive of that odious and abom- 
inable Past, with all its bad influences, against which I have just been 
declaiming. I dwell in it for a while, that I may know the better how to 
hate it. By the by, did you ever hear the story of Maule, the wizard, and 
what happened between him and your immeasurably great-grandfather?” 

“Yes, indeed! ” said Phoebe; “I heard it long ago, from my father, and 
two or three times from my cousin Hepzibah, in the month that I have 
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been here. She seems to think that the calamities of the Pyncheons 
began from that quarrel with the wizard, as you call him. And you, Mr. 
Holgrave, look as if you thought so too! How singular, that you should 
believe what is so very absurd, when you reject many things that are a 
great deal worthier of credit! 

do believe it,” said the artist, seriously; ‘^not as a superstition, how- 
ever, but as proved by unquestionable facts, and as exemplifying a the- 
ory. Now, see: under those seven gables, at which we now look up, — and 
which old Colonel Pyncheon meant to be the house of his descendants, in 
prosperity and happiness, down to an epoch far beyond the present, — 
under that roof, through a portion of three centuries, there has been per- 
petual remorse of conscience, a constantly defeated hope, strife amongst 
kindred, various misery, a strange form of death, dark suspicion, un- 
speakable disgrace, — all, or most of which calamity I have the means of 
tracing to the old Puritan’s inordinate desire to plant and endow a family. 
To plant a family! This idea is at the bottom of most of the wrong and 
mischief which men do. The truth is, that, once in every half-century, at 
longest, a family should be merged into the great, obscure mass of hu- 
manity, and forget all about its ancestors. Human blood, in order to keep 
its freshness, should run in hidden streams, as the water of an aqueduct is 
conveyed in subterranean pipes. In the family existence of these Pyn- 
cheons, for instance, — forgive me, Phoebe; but I cannot think of you as 
one of them, — in their brief New England pedigree, there has been time 
enough to infect them all with one kind of lunacy or another ! ” 

^^You speak very unceremoniously of my kindred,” said Phoebe, de- 
bating with herself whether she ought to take offence. 

speak true thoughts to a true mind! ” answered Holgrave, with a ve- 
hemence which Phoebe had not before witnessed in him. "‘The truth is as 
I say! Furthermore, the original perpetrator and father of this mischief 
appears to have perpetuated himself, and still walks the street, — at least, 
his very image, in mind and body, — ^with the fairest prospect of transmit- 
ting to posterity as rich and as wretched an inheritance as he has re- 
ceived! Do you remember the daguerreotype, and its resemblance to the 
old portrait?” 

“How strangely in earnest you are!” exclaimed Phoebe, looking at him 
with surprise and perplexity; half alarmed and partly inclined to laugh. 
“You talk of the lunacy of the Pyncheons; is it contagious?” 

“I understand you!” said the artist, coloring and laughing. “I believe 
I am a little mad. This subject has taken hold of my mind with the 
strangest tenacity of clutch since I have lodged in yonder old gable. As 
one method of throwing it off, I have put an incident of the Pyncheon 
family history, with which I happen to be acquainted, into the form of a 
legend, and mean to publish it in a magazine.” 

“Do you write for the magazines?” inquired Phoebe. 

“Is it possible you did not know it?” cried Holgrave. “Well, such is lit- 
erary fame! Yes, Miss Phoebe Pyncheon, among the multitude of my 
marvellous gifts I have that of writing stories; and my name has figured, 
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I can assure you, on the covers of Graham and Godey, making as respect- 
able an appearance, for aught I could see, as any of the canonized bead- 
roll with which it was associated. In the humorous line, I am thought to 
have a very pretty way with me; and as for pathos, I am as provocative 
of tears as an onion. But shall I read you my story?” 

“Yes, if it is not very long,” said Phcebe, — and added laughingly, — 
“nor very dull.” 

As this latter point was one which the daguerreotypist could not decide 
for himself, he forthwith produced his roll of manuscript, and, while th^ 
late sunbeams gilded the seven gables, began to read. 


XIII 

Alice I'yncheom 

There was a message brought, one day, from the worshipful Gervayse 
Pyncheon to young Matthew Maule, the carpenter, desiring his immc' 
diate presence at the House of the Seven Gables. 

“And what does your master want with me?” said the carpenter to Mr. 
Pyncheon ^s black servant. “Does the house need any repair? Well it may, 
by this time; and no blame to my father who built it, neither! I was read- 
ing the old ColonePs tombstone, no longer ago than last Sabbath; and, 
reckoning from that date, the house has stood seven *and-thirty years. No 
wonder if there should be a job to do on the roof.” 

“Don’t know what massa wants,” answered Scipio. “The house is a 
berry good house, and old Colonel Pyncheon think so too, I reckon; — 
else why the old man haunt it so, and frighten a poor nigga, as he does?” 

“Well, well, friend Scipio; let your master know that I’m coming,” said 
the carpenter, with a laugh. “For a fair, workmanlike job, he’ll find me his 
man. And so the house is haunted, is it? It will take a tighter workman 
than I am to keep the spirits out of the Seven Gables. Even if the Colonel 
would be quiet,” he added, muttering to himself, “my old grandfather, the 
wizard, will be pretty sure to stick to the Pyncheons as long as their walls 
hold together.” 

“What’s that you mutter to yourself, Matthew Maule?” asked Scipio. 
“And what for do you look so black at me?” 

“No matter, darky!” said the carpenter. “Do you think nobody is to 
look black but yourself? Go tell your master I’m coming; and if you hap- 
pen to see Mistress Alice, his daughter, give Matthew Maule’s humble 
respects to her. She has brought a fair face from Italy, — fair, and gentle, 
and proud, — has that same Alice Pyncheon 1 ” 

“He talk of Mistress Alice!” cried Scipio, as he returned from his er- 
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rand. ^The lew carpenter-man I He no business so much as to look at her a 
great way off I” 

This young Matthew Maule, the carpenter, it must be observed, was a 
person little understood, and not very generally liked, in the town where 
he resided ; not that anything could be alleged against his integrity, or his 
skill and diligence in the handicraft which he exercised. The aversion (as 
it might justly be called) with which many persons regarded him was 
partly the result of his own character and deportment, and partly an 
inheritance. 

He was the grandson of a former Matthew Maule, one of the early set- 
tlers of the town, and who had been a famous and terrible wizard in his 
day. This old reprobate was one of the sufferers when Cotton Mather, and 
his brother ministers, and the learned judges, and other wise men, and 
Sir William Phipps, the sagacious governor, made such laudable efforts 
to weaken the great enemy of souls, by sending a multitude of his adher- 
ents up the rocky pathway of ‘Gallows Hill. Since those days, no doubt, it 
had grown to be suspected that, in consequence of an unfortunate over- 
doing of a work praiseworthy in itself, the proceedings against the witches 
had proved far less acceptable to the Beneficent Father than to that very 
Arch Enemy whom they were intended to distress and utterly overwhelm. 
It is not the less certain, however, that awe and terror browed over the 
memories of those who died for this horrible crime of witchcraft. Their 
graves, in the crevices of the rocks, were supposed to be incapable of re- 
taining the occupants who had been so hastily thrust into them. Old Mat- 
thew Maule, especially, was known to have as little hesitation or difficulty 
in rising out of his grave as an ordinary man in getting out of bed, and 
was as often seen at midnight as living people at noonday. This pestilent 
wizard (in whom his just punishment seemed to have wrought no manner 
of amendment) had an inveterate habit of haunting a certain mansion, 
styled the House of the Seven Gables, against the owner of which he pre- 
tended to hold an unsettled claim for ground-rent. The ghost, it appears, 
— ^with the pertinacity which was one of his distinguishing characteristics 
while alive, — insisted that he was the rightful proprietor of the site upon 
which the house stood. His terms were, that either the aforesaid ground- 
rent, from the day when the cellar began to be dug, should be paid down, 
or the mansion itself given up; else he, the ghostly creditor, would have 
his finger in all the ^airs of the Pyncheons, and make everything go 
wrong with them, though it should be a thousand years after his death. 
It was a wild story, perhaps, but seemed not altogether so incredible to 
those who could remember what an inflexibly obstinate old fellow this 
wizard Maule had been. 

Now, the wizard’s grandson, the young Matthew Maule of our story, 
was popularly supposed to have inherited some of his ancestor’s question- 
able traits. It is wonderful how many absurdities were promulgated in 
reference to the young man. He was fabled, for example, to have a strange 
power of getting into people’s dreams, and regulating matters there ac- 
cording to his own fancy, pretty much like the stage-manager of a theatre. 
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There was a great deal of talk among the neighbors, particularly the pet- 
ticoated ones, about what they called the witchcraft of Maule’s eye. Some 
said that he could look into people’s minds; others, that, by the marvel- 
lous power of this eye, he could draw people into his own mind, or send 
them, if he pleased, to do errands to his grandfather, in the spiritual 
world; others, again, that it was what is termed an Evil Eye, and pos- 
sessed the valuable faculty of blighting corn, and drying children into 
mummies with the heartburn. But, after all, what worked most to the 
young carpenter’s disadvantage was, first, the reserve and sternness of his 
natural disposition, and next, the fact of his not being a church-com- 
municant, and the suspicion of his holding heretical tenets in matters of 
religion and polity. 

After receiving Mr. Pyncheon’s message, the carpenter merely tarried 
to finish a small job, which he haj opened to have in hand, and then took 
his way towards the House of ime Seven Gables. This noted edifice, 
though its style might be getting a little out of fashion, was still as re- 
spectable a family residence as thst of any gentleman in town. The pres- 
ent owner, Gervayse Pyncheon, v as said to have contracted a dislike to 
the house, in consequence of a sho .k to his sensibility, in early childhood, 
from the sudden death of his grandfather. In the very act of running to 
climb Colonel Pyncheon’s knee, the boy had discovered the old Puritan 
to be a corpse! On arriving at manhood, Mr. Pyncheon had visited Eng- 
land, where he married a lady of fortune, and had subsequently spent 
many years, partly in the mother country, and partly in various cities on 
the continent of Europe. During this period, the family mansion had been 
consigned to the charge of a kinsman, who was allowed to make it his 
home for the time being, in consideration of keeping the premises in thor- 
ough repair. So faithfully had this contract been fulfilled, that now, as the 
carpenter approached the house, his practised eye could detect nothing to 
criticise in its condition. The peaks of the seven gables rose up sharply; 
the shingled roof looked thoroughly water-tight; and the glittering plas- 
ter-work entirely covered the exterior walls, and sparkled in the October 
sun, as if it had been new only a week ago. 

The house had that pleasant aspect of life which is like the cheery ex- 
pression of comfortable activity in the human countenance. You could 
see, at once, that there was the stir of a large family within it. A huge load 
of oak-wood was passing through the gateway, towards the outbuildings 
in the rear; the fat cook — or probably it might be the housekeeper — stood 
at the side door, bargaining for some turkeys and poultry, which a coun- 
tryman had brought for sale. Now and then a maid-servant, neatly 
dressed, and now the shining sable face of a slave, might be seen bustling 
across the windows, in the lower part of the house. At an open window of 
a room in the second story, hanging over some pots of beautiful and deli- 
cate flowers,— exotics, but which had never known a more genial sunshine 
than that of the New England autumn, — was the figure of a young lady, 
an exotic, like the flowers, and beautiful and delicate as they. Her pres- 
ence imparted an indescribable grace and faint witchery to the whole edi- 
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fice. In other respects, it was a substantial, jolly-looking mansion, and 
seemed fit to be the residence of a patriarch, who might establish his own 
headquarters in the front gable and assign one of the remainder to each 
of his six children, while the great chimney in the centre should symbolize 
the old fellow’s hospitable heart, which kept them all warm, and made a 
great whole of the seven smaller ones. 

There was a vertical sundial on the front gable; and as the carpenter 
passed beneath it, he looked up and noted the hour. 

“Three o’clock 1” said he to himself. “My father told me that dial was 
put up only an hour before the old Colonel’s death. How truly it has kept 
time these seven-and-thirty years past! The shadow creeps and creeps, 
and is always looking over the shoulder of the sunshine! ” 

It might have befitted a craftsman, like Matthew Maule, on being sent 
for to a gentleman’s house, to go to the back door, where servants and 
fvork-people were usually admitted ; or at least to the side entrance, where 
the better class of tradesmen made application. But the carpenter had a 
great deal of pride and stiffness in his nature; and, at this moment, more- 
over, his heart was bitter with the sense of hereditary wrong, because he 
considered the great Pyncheon House to be standing on soil which should 
have been his own. On this very site, beside a spring of delicious water, 
his grandfather had felled the pine-trees and built a cottage, in which 
children had been born to him; and it was only from a dead man’s stif- 
fened fingers that Colonel Pyncheon had wrested away the title-deeds. So 
young Maule went straight to the principal entrance, beneath a portal of 
carved oak, and gave such a peal of the iron knocker that you would have 
imagined the stern old wizard himself to be standing at the threshold. 

Black Scipio answered the summons in a prodigious hurry; but showed 
the whites of his eyes, in amazement on beholding only the carpenter. 

“Lord-a-mercy ! what a great man he be, this carpenter fellow! ” mum- 
bled Scipio, down in his throat. “Anybody think he beat on the door with 
his biggest hammer! ” 

“Here I am! ” said Maule, sternly. “Show me the way to your master’s 
parlor!” 

As he stept into the house, a note of sweet and melancholy music 
thrilled and vibrated along the passage-way, proceeding from one of the 
rooms above stairs. It was the harpsichord which Alice P3mcheon had 
brought with her from beyond the sea. The fair Alice bestowed most of 
her maiden leisure between flowers and music, although the former were 
apt to droop, and the melodies were often sad. She was of foreign educa- 
tion, and could not take kindly to the New England modes of life, in 
which nothing beautiful had ever been developed. 

As Mr. Pyncheon had been impatiently awaiting Maule’s arrival, black 
Scipio, of course, lost no time in ushering the carpenter into his master’s 
presence. The room in which this gentleman sat was a parlor of moderate 
size, looking out upon the garden of the house, and having its windows 
partly shadowed by the foliage of fruit-trees. It was Mr. Pyncheon’s pe- 
culiar apartment, and was provided with furniture, in an elegant and 
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costly style, principally from Paris; the floor (which was unusual at that 
day) being covered with a carpet, so skilfully and richly wrought that it 
seemed to glow as with living flowers. In one corner stood a marble wom- 
an, to whom her own beauty was the sole and sufficient garment. Some 
pictures — that looked old, and had a mellow tinge diffused through all 
their artful splendor — ^hung on the walls. Near the fireplace was a large 
and very beautiful cabinet of ebony, inlaid with ivory; a piece of antique 
furniture, which Mr. Pyncheon had bought in Venice, and which he used 
as the treasure-place for medals, ancient coins, and whatever small and 
valuable curiosities he had picked up on his travels. Through all this vari- 
ety of decoration, however, the room showed its original characteristics; 
its low stud, its cross-beam, its :himney-piece, with the old-fashioned 
Dutch tiles; so that it was the emblem of a mind industriously stored with 
foreign ideas, and elaborated into irtificial refinement, but neither larger, 
nor, in its proper self, more elegant than before. 

There were two objects that appeared rather out of place in this very 
handsomely furnished room. One vas a large map, or surveyor s plan, of 
a tract of land, which looked as il it had been drawn a good many years 
ago, and was now dingy with smo^e, and soiled, here and there, with the 
touch of fingers. The other was a f)ortrait of a stern old man, in a Puritan 
garb, painted roughly, but with a bold effect, and a remarkably strong 
expression of character. 

At a small table, before a fire of English sea-coal, sat Mr. Pyncheon, 
sipping coffee, which had grown to be a very favorite beverage with him 
in France. He was a middle-aged and really handsome man, with a wig 
flowing down upon his shoulders; his coat was of blue velvet, with lace on 
the borders and at the button-holes; and the firelight glistened on the 
spacious breadth of his waistcoat, which was flowered all over with gold. 
On the entrance of Scipio, ushering in the carpenter, Mr. Pyncheon turned 
partly round, but resumed his former position, and proceeded deliberately 
to finish his cup of coffee, without immediate notice of the guest whom he 
had summoned to his presence. It was not that he intended any rudeness 
or improper neglect, — which, indeed, he would have blushed to be guilty 
of, — but it never occurred to him that a person in Maules station had a 
claim on his courtesy, or would trouble himself about it one way or the 
other. 

The carpenter, however, stepped at once to the hearth, and turned him- 
self about, so as to look Mr. Pyncheon in the face. 

“You sent for me,” said he. “Be pleased to explain your business, that 
I may go back to my own affairs.” 

“Ahl excuse me,” said Mr. Pyncheon, quietly. “I did not mean to tax 
yOur time without a recompense. Your name, I think, is Maule, — Thomas 
or Matthew Maule, — a son or grandson of the builder of this house?” 

“Matthew Maule,” replied the carpenter, — “son of him who built the 
house, — grandson of the rightful proprietor of the soil.” 

“I know the dispute to which you allude,” observed Mr. Pyncheon witJj 
undisturbed equanimity. “I am well aware that my grandfather was com* 
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pelled to resort to a suit at law, in order to establish his claim to the foun- 
dation-site of this edifice. We will not, if you please, renew the discussion. 
The matter was settled at the time, and by the competent authorities, — 
equitably, it is to be presumed, — and, at all events, irrevocably. Yet, sin- 
gularly enough, there is an incidental reference to this very subject in 
what I am now about to say to you. And this same inveterate grudge, — 
excuse me, I mean no offence, — this irritability, which you have just 
shown, is not entirely aside from the matter.’’ 

^^If you can find anything for your purpose, Mr. Pyncheon,” said the 
carpenter, “in a man’s natural resentment for the wrongs done to his 
blood, you are welcome to itl ” 

“I t^e you at your word, Goodman Maule,” said the owner of the Sev- 
en Gables, with a smile, “and will proceed to suggest a mode in which 
your hereditary resentments — ^justifiable, or otherwise — may have had a 
bearing on my affairs. You have heard, I suppose, that the Pyncheon fam- 
ily, ever since my grandfather’s days, have been prosecuting a still un- 
settled claim to a very large extent of territory at the Eastward?” 

“Often,” replied Maule, — and it is said that a smile came over his face, 
— ^‘^very often, — from my father! ” 

“This claim,” continued Mr. Pyncheon, after pausing a moment, as if 
to consider what the carpenter’s smile might mean, “appeared to be on 
the very verge of a settlement and full allowance, at the period of my 
grandfather’s decease. It was well known, to those in his confidence, that 
he anticipated neither difficulty nor delay. Now, Colonel Pyncheon, I 
need hardly say, was a practical man, well acquainted with public and 
private business, and not at all the person to cherish ill-founded hopes, or 
to attempt the following out of an impracticable scheme. It is obvious to 
conclude, therefore, that he had grounds, not apparent to his heirs, for 
his confident anticipation of success in the matter of this Eastern claim. 
In a word, I believe, — and my legal advisers coincide in the belief, which, 
moreover, is authorized, to a certain extent, by the family traditions, — 
that my grandfather was in possession of some deed, or other document, 
essential to this claim, but which has since disappeared.” 

“Very likely,” said Matthew Maule, — and again, it is said, there was a 
dark smile on his face, — “but what can a poor carpenter have to do with 
the grand affairs of the Pyncheon family?” 

“Perhaps nothing,” returned Mr. Pyncheon, — “possibly, much! ” 

Here ensued a great many words between Matthew Maule and the pro- 
prietor of the Seven Gables, on the subject which the latter had thus 
broached. It seems (although Mr. Pyncheon had some hesitation in re- 
ferring to stories so exceedingly absurd in their aspect) that the popular 
belief pointed to some mysterious connection and dependence, existing 
between the family of the Maules and these vast unrealized possessions 
of the Pyncheons. It was an ordinary saying that the old wizard, hanged 
though he was, had obtained the best end of the bargain in his contest 
with Colonel F^cheon ; inasmuch as he had got possession of the great 
Eastern claim, in exchange for an acre or two of garden-ground. A very 
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aged woman, recently dead, had often used the metaphorical expression, 
in her fireside talk, that miles and miles of the Pyncheon lands had been 
shovelled into Maule’s grave; which, by the by, was but a very shallow 
nook, between two rocks, near the summit of Gallows Hill. Again, when 
the lawyers were making inquiry for the missing document, it was a by- 
word that it would never be found, unless in the wizard’s skeleton hand. 
So much weight had the shrewd lawyers assigned to these fables, that 
(but Mr. Pyncheon did not see fit to inform the carpenter of the fact) 
they had secretly caused the wizard’s grave to be searched. Nothing was 
discovered, however, except that, unaccountably, the right hand of the 
skeleton was gone. 

Now, what was unquestionably important, a portion of these popular 
rumors could be traced, though ather doubtfully and indistinctly, to 
chance words and obscure hints <»f the executed wizard’s son, and the 
father of this present Matthew IMaule. And here Mr. Pyncheon could 
bring an item of his own personal evidence into play. Though but a child 
at the time, he either remembered or fancied that Matthew’s father had 
had some job to perform, on the day before, or possibly the very morning 
of the Colonel’s decease, in the pr vate room where he and the carp)enter 
were at this moment talking. Cer ain papers belonging to Colonel Pyn- 
cheon, as his grandson distinctly recollected, had been spread out on the 
table. 

Matthew Maule understood the insinuated suspicion. 

“My father,” he said, — but still there was that dark smile, making a 
riddle of his countenance, — “my father was an honester man than the 
bloody old Colonel! Not to get his rights back again would he have car- 
ried off one of those papers! ” 

“I shall not bandy words with you,” observed the foreign-bred Mr. 
Pyncheon, with haughty composure. “Nor will it become me to resent any 
rudeness towards either my grandfather or myself. A gentleman, before 
seeking intercourse with a person of your station and habits, will first con- 
sider whether the urgency of the end may compensate for the disagree- 
ableness of the means. It does so in the present instance.” 

He then renewed the conversation, and made great pecuniary offers to 
the carpenter, in case the latter should give information leading to the dis- 
covery of the lost document, and the consequent success of the Eastern 
claim. For a long time Matthew Maule is said to have turned a cold ear to 
these propositions. At last, however, with a strange kind of laugh, he in- 
quired whether Mr. Pyncheon would make over to him the old wizard’s 
homestead-ground, together with the House of the Seven Gables, now 
standing on it, in requital of the documentary evidence so urgently 
required. 

The wild, chimney-corner legend (which, without copying all its ex- 
travagances, my narrative essentially follows) here gives an account of 
some very strange behavior on the part of Colonel Pyncheon’s portrait. 
This picture, it must be understood, was supposed to be so intimately 
connected with the fate of the house, and so magically built into its walls, 
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that, if once it should be removed, that very instant the whole edifice 
would come thundering down in a heap of dusty ruin. All through the 
foregoing conversation between Mr. Pyncheon and the carpenter, the por- 
trait had been frowning, clenching its fist, and giving many such proofs of 
excessive discomposure, but without attracting the notice of either of the 
two colloquists. And finally, at Matthew Maule’s audacious suggestion of 
a transfer of the seven-gabled structure, the ghostly portrait is averred to 
have lost all patience, and to have shown itself on the point of descending 
bodily from its frame. But such incredible incidents are merely to be 
mentioned aside. 

^^Give up this house!” exclaimed Mr. Pyncheon, in amazement at the 
proposal. ‘Were I to do so, my grandfather would not rest quiet in his 
grave!” 

“He never has, if all stories are true,” remarked the carpenter, com- 
posedly. “But that matter concerns his grandson more than it does Mat- 
thew Maule. I have no other terms to propose.” 

Impossible as he at first thought it to comply with Maule’s conditions, 
still, on a second glance, Mr. Pyncheon was of opinion that they might at 
least be made matter of discussion. He himself had no personal attach- 
ment for the house, nor any pleasant associations connected with his 
childish residence in it. On the contrary, after seven-and-thirty years, the 
presence of his dead grandfather seemed still to pervade it, as on that 
morning when the affrighted boy had beheld him, with so ghastly an as- 
pect, stiffening in his chair. His long abode in foreign parts, moreover, and 
familiarity with many of the castles and ancestral halls of England, and 
the marble palaces of Italy, had caused him to look contemptuously at 
the House of the Seven Gables, whether in point of splendor or conven- 
ience. It was a mansion exceedingly inadequate to the style of living 
which it would be incumbent on Mr. Pyncheon to support, after realizing 
his territorial rights. His steward might deign to occupy it, but never, 
certainly, the great landed proprietor himself. In the event of success, in- 
deed, it was his purpose to return to England ; nor, to say the truth, would 
he recently have quitted that more congenial home, had not his own for- 
tune, as well as his deceased wife’s, begun to give symptoms of exhaus- 
tion. The Eastern claim once fairly settled, and put upon the firm basis of 
actual possession, Mr. Pyncheon’s property — to be measured by miles, 
not acres — would be worth an earldom, and would reasonably entitle him 
to solicit, or enable him to purchase, that elevated dignity from the Brit- 
ish monarch. Lord Pyncheon! — or the Earl of Waldo! — ^how could such a 
magnate be expected to contract his grandeur within the pitiful compass 
of seven shingled gables? 

In short, on an enlarged view of the business, the carpenter’s terms ap- 
peared so ridiculously easy that Mr. Pyncheon could scarcely forbear 
laughing in his face. He was quite ashamed, after the foregoing reflections, 
to propose any diminution of so moderate a recompense for the immense 
service to be rendered. 

“I consent to your proposition, Maule,” cried he. “Put me in possession 
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of the document essential to establish my rights, and the House of the 
Seven Gables is your own! ’’ 

According to some versions of the story, a regular contract to the above 
effect was drawn up by a lawyer, and signed and sealed in the presence of 
witnesses. Others say that Matthew Maule was contented with a private 
written agreement, in which Mr. Pyncheon pledged his honor and integ- 
rity to the fulfilment of the terms concluded upon. The gentleman then 
ordered wine, which he and the carpenter drank together, in confirmation 
of their bargain. During the whole preceding discussion and subsequent 
formalities, the old Puritan’s portrait seems to have persisted in its shad- 
owy gestures of disapproval; but without effect, except that, as Mr. Pyn- 
cheon set down the emptied glass, he thought he beheld his grandfather 
frown. 

^‘This sherry is too potent a wine for me; it has affected my brain al- 
ready,” he observed, after a somewhat startled look at the picture. “On 
returning to Europe, I shall confine myself to the more delicate vintages 
of Italy and France, the best of whi h will not bear transportation.” 

“My Lord Pyncheon may drinl what wine he will, and wherever he 
[)leases,” replied the carpenter, as i he had been privy to Mr. Pyncheon’s 
ambitious projects. “But first, sir, if you desire tidings of this lost docu- 
ment, I must crave the favor of a little talk with your fair daughter 
Alice!” 

“You are mad, Maule! ” exclaimed Mr. Pyncheon, haughtily ; and nowj 
at last, there was anger mixed up with his pride. “What can my daughter 
have to do with a business like this?” 

Indeed, at this new demand on the carpenter’s part, ^he proprietor ol 
the Seven Gables was even more thunder-struck than at the cool proposi- 
tion to surrender his house. There was, at least, an assignable motive for 
the first stipulation; there appeared to be none whatever for the last. 
Nevertheless, Matthew Maule sturdily insisted on the young lady being 
summoned, and even gave her father to understand, in a mysterious kind 
of explanation, — which made the matter considerably darker than it 
looked before, — that the only chance of acquiring the requisite knowl- 
edge was through the clear, crystal medium of a pure and virgin intelli- 
gence, like that of the fair Alice. Not to encumber our story with Mr. 
Pyncheon’s scruples, whether of conscience, pride, or fatherly affection, 
he at length ordered his daughter to be called. He well knew that she was 
in her chamber, and engaged in no occupation that could not readily be 
laid aside; for, as it happened, ever since Alice’s name had been spoken, 
both her father and the carpenter had heard the sad and sweet music of 
her harpsichord, and the airier melancholy of her accompanying voice. 

So Alice Pyncheon was summoned and appeared. A portrait of this 
young lady, painted by a Venetian artist, and left by her father in Eng- 
land, is said to have fallen into the hands of the present Duke of Devon- 
shire, and to be now preserved at Chatsworth; not on account of any as- 
sociations with the original, but for its value as a picture, and the high 
character of beauty in the countenance. If ever there was a lady born, and 
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set apart from the world’s vulgar mass by a certain gentle and cold state- 
liness, it was this very Alice Pyncheon. Yet there was the womanly mix- 
ture in her; the tenderness, or, at least, the tender capabilities. For the 
sake of that redeeming quality, a man of generous nature would have for- 
given all her pride, and have been content, almost, to lie down in her 
path, and let Alice set her slender foot upon his heart. All that he would 
have required was simply the acknowledgment that he was indeed a man, 
and a fellow-being, moulded of the same elements as she. 

As Alice came into the room, her eyes fell upon the carpenter, who was 
standing near its centre, clad in a green woollen jacket, a pair of loose 
breeches, open at the knees, and with a long pocket for his rule, the end 
of which protruded ; it was as proper a mark of the artisan’s calling, as 
Mr. Pyncheon’s full-dress sword of that gentleman’s aristocratic preten- 
sions. A glow of artistic approval brightened over Alice Pyncheon’s face ; 
she was struck with admiration — ^which she made no attempt to conceal 
— of the remarkable comeliness, strength, and energy of Maule’s figure. 
But that admiring glance (which most other men, perhaps, would have 
cherished as a sweet recollection, all through life) the carpenter never 
forgave. It must have been the devil himself that made Maule so subtile 
in his perception. 

^‘Does the girl look at me as if I were a brute beast?” thought he, set- 
ting his teeth. ‘^She shall know whether I have a human spirit; and the 
worse for her, if it prove stronger than her own ! ” 

‘^My father, you sent for me,” saia Alice, in her sweet and harp-like 
voice. ‘^But, if you have business with this young man, pray let me go 
again. You know I do not love this room, in spite of that Claude, with 
which you try to bring back sunny recollections.” 

“Stay a moment, young lady, if you please!” said Matthew Maule. 
“My business with your father is over. With yourself, it is now to begin! ” 
Alice looked towards her father, in surprise and inquiry. 

“Yes, Alice,” said Mr. Pyncheon, with some disturbance and confusion. 
“This young man — his name is Matthew Maule — professes, so far as I 
can understand him, to be able to discover, through your means, a certain 
paper or parchment, which was missing long before your birth. The im- 
portance of the document in question renders it advisable to neglect no 
possible, even if improbable, method of regaining it. You will therefore 
oblige me, my dear Alice, by answering this person’s inquiries, and com- 
plying with his lawful and reasonable requests, so far as they may appear 
to have the aforesaid object in view. As I shall remain in the room, you 
need apprehend no rude nor unbecoming deportment, on the young man’s 
part; and, at your slightest wish, of course, the investigation, or whatever 
we may call it, shall immediately be broken off, 

“Mistress Alice Pyncheon,” remarked Matthew Maule, with the ut' 
most deference, but yet a half-hidden sarcasm in his look and tone, “will 
no doubt feel herself quite safe in her father’s presence, and under his all- 
sufficient protection.” 

“I certainly shall entertain no manner of apprehension, with my father 
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at hand/’ said Alice, with maidenly dignity. “Neither do I conceive that a 
lady, while true to herself, can have aught to fear from whomsoever, or in 
any circumstances 1 ” 

Poor Alice! By what unhappy impulse did she thus put herself at once 
on terms of defiance against a strength which she could not estimate? 

“Then, Mistress Alice,” said Matthew Maule, handing a chair, — ^grace- 
fully enough, for a craftsman, — '‘will it please you only to sit down, and 
do me the favor (though altogether beyond a poor carpenter’s deserts) 
to fix your eyes on mine! ” 

Alice complied. She was very proud. Setting aside all advantages of 
rank, this fair girl deemed herself conscious of a power — combined of 
beauty, high, unsullied purity, and the preservative force of womanhood 
— that could make her sphere impeaetrable, unless betrayed by treachery 
within. She instinctively knew, it may be, that some sinister or evil po- 
tency was now striving to pass he' barriers; nor would she decline the 
contest. So Alice put woman’s might against man’s might; a match not 
often equal on the part of woman. 

Her father meanwhile had turne d away, and seemed absorbed in the 
contemplation of a lanscapee by Claude, where a shadowy and sun- 
streaked vista penetrated so remoU ly into an ancient wood, that it would 
have been no wonder if his fancy had lost itself in the picture’s bewilder- 
ing depths. But, in truth the picture was no more to him at that moment 
than the blank wall against which it hung. His mind was haunted with 
the many and strange tales which he had heard, attributing niysterious if 
not supernatural endowments to these Maules, as well the grandson here 
present as his two immediate ancestors. Mr. Pyncheon’s long residence 
abroad, and intercourse with men of wit and fashion, — courtiers, world- 
lings, and free-thinkers, — had done much towards obliterating the grim 
Puritan superstitions, which no man of New England birth at that early 
period could entirely escape. But, on the other hand, had not a whole 
community believed Maule’s grandfather to be a wizard? Had not the 
crime been proved? Had not the wizard died for it? Had he not be- 
queathed a legacy of hatred against the Pyncheons to this only grandson, 
who, as it appeared, was now about to exercise a subtle influence over the 
daughter of his enemy’s house? Might not this influence be the same that 
was called witchcraft? 

Turning half around, he caught a glimpse of Maulers figure in the look- 
ing-glass. At some paces from Alice, with his arms uplifted in the air, the 
carpenter made a gesture as if directing downward a slow, ponderous, and 
invisible weight upon the maiden. 

“Stay, Maule!” exclaimed Mr. Pyncheon, stepping forward. “I forbid 
your proceeding further! ” 

“Pray, my dear father, do not interrupt the young man,” said Alice, 
without changing her position. “His efforts, I assure you, will prove very 
harmless.” 

Again Mr. Pyncheon turned his eyes towards the Claude. It was then 
his daughter’s will, in opposition to his own, that the experiment should 
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be fully tried. Henceforth, therefore, he did but consent, not urge it. And 
was it not for her sake far more than for his own that he desired its suc- 
cess? That lost parchment once restored, the beautiful Alice Pyncheon, 
with the rich dowry which he could then bestow, might wed an English 
duke or a German reigning-prince, instead of some New England clergy- 
man or lawyer! At the thought, the ambitious father almost consented, in 
his heart, that, if the devil’s power were needed to the accomplishment of 
fh^s great object, Maule might evoke him. Alice’s own purity would be her 
safeguard. 

With his mind full of imaginary magnificence, Mr. Pyncheon heard a 
lalf-uttered exclamation from his daughter. It was very faint and low; so 
indistinct that there seemed but half a will to shape out the words, and 
too undefined a purport to be intelligible. Yet it was a call for help! — 
his conscience never doubted it; — and, little more than a whisper to his 
i^ar, it was a dismal shriek, and long reechoed so, in the region round his 
heart! But this time the father did not turn. 

After a further interval, Maule spoke. 

“Behold your daughter! ” said he. 

Mr. Pyncheon came hastily forward. The carpenter was standing erect 
in front of Alice’s chair, and pointing his finger towards the maiden with 
an expression of triumphant power the limits of which could not be de- 
fined, as, indeed, its scope stretched vaguely towards the unseen and the 
infinite. Alice sat in an attitude of profound repose, with the long brown 
Vashes drooping over her eyes. 

“There she is! ” said the carpenter. “Speak to her ! ” 

“Alice! My daughter! ” exclaimed Mr. Pyncheon. “My own Alice! ” 

She did not stir. 

“Louder!” said Maule, smiling. 

“Alice! Awake!” cried her father. “It troubles me to see you thus! 
Awake!” 

He spoke loudly, with terror in his voice, and close to that delicate ear 
which had always been so sensitive to every discord. But the sound evi- 
dently reached her not. It is indescribable what a sense of remote, dim, 
unattainable distance, betwixt himself and Alice, was impressed on the 
father by this impossibility of reaching her with his voice. 

“Best touch her!” said Matthew Maule. “Shake the girl, and roughly 
too! My hands are hardened with too much use of axe, saw, and plane, — 
else I might help you ! ” 

Mr. Pyncheon took her hand, and pressed it with the earnestness of 
startled emotion. He kissed her, with so great a heart-throb in the kiss, 
that he thought she must needs feel it. Then, in a gust of anger at her in- 
sensibility, he shook her maiden form with a violence which, the next mo- 
ment, it affrighted him to remember. He withdrew his encircling arms, 
and Alice — whose figure, though flexible, had been wholly impassive — 
relapsed into the same attitude as before these attempts to arouse her. 
Maule having shifted his position, her face was turned towards him 
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slightly, but with what seemed to be a reference of her very slumber tu 
his guidance. 

Then it was a strange sight to behold how the man of conventionalities 
shook the powder out of his periwig; how the reserved and stately gentle- 
man forgot his dignity; how the gold-embroidered waistcoat flickered and 
glistened in the firelight with the convulsion of rage, terror, and sorrow in 
the human heart that was beating under it. 

“Villain!’’ cried Mr. Pyncheon, shaking his clenched fist at Maule. 
“You and the fiend together have robbed me of my daughter! Give her 
back, spawn of the old wizard, or you shall climb Gallows Hill in your 
grandfather’s footsteps!” 

“Softly, Mr. Pyncheon!” said the carpenter, with scornful composure. 
“Softly, an it please your worship, dse you will spoil those rich lace ruffle.’ 
at your wrists! Is it my crime if yo i have sold your daughter for the mere 
hope of getting a sheet of yellow p archment into your clutch? There sits 
Mistress Alice quietly asleep! Now let Matthew Maule try whether she 
be as proud as the carpenter found ler awhile since.” 

He spoke, and Alice responded with a soft, subdued, inward acqui- 
escence, and a bending of her forn towards him, like the flame of a torch 
when it indicates a gentle draught of air. He beckoned with his hand, and. 
rising from her chair, — blindly, but undoubtingly, as tending to her sure 
and inevitable centre, — the proud Alice approached him. He waved hei 
back, and, retreating, Alice sank again into her seat. 

“She is mine! ” said Matthew Maule. “Mine, by the right of the strong- 
est spirit!” 

In the further progress of the legend, there is a long, grotesque, and oc- 
casionally awe-striking account of the carpenter's incantations (if so they 
are to be called), with a view of discovering the lost document. It appears 
to have been his object to convert the mind of Alice into a kind of teles- 
copic medium, through which Mr. Pyncheon and himself might obtain a 
glimpse into the spiritual world. He succeeded, accordingly, in holding an 
imperfect sort of intercourse, at one remove, with the departed person- 
ages, in whose custody the so much valued secret had been carried be- 
yond the precincts of earth. During her trance, Alice described three fig- 
ures as being present to her spiritualized perception. One was an aged, 
dignified, stern-looking gentleman, clad as for a solemn festival in grave 
and costly attire, but with a great l3loodstain on his richly wrought band; 
the second, an aged man, meanly dressed, with a dark and malign coun- 
tenance, and a broken halter about his neck; the third, a person not so 
advanced in life as the former two, but beyond the middle age, wearing a 
coarse woollen tunic and leather breeches, and with a carpenter’s rule 
sticking out of his side pocket. These three visionary characters possessed 
a mutual knowledge of the missing document. One of them, in truth, — it 
was he with the blood-stain on his band, — seemed, unless his gestures 
were misunderstood, to hold the parchment to his immediate keeping, but 
was prevented, by his two partners in the mystery, from disburdening 
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himself of the trust. Finally, when he showed a purpose of shouting forth 
the secret, loudly enough to be heard from his own sphere into that of 
mortals, his companions struggled with him, and pressed their hands over 
his mouth ; and forthwith — whether that he were choked by it, or that the 
secret itself was of a crimson hue — there was a fresh flow of blood upon 
his band. Upon this, the two meanly dressed figures mocked and jeere i at 
the much-abashed old dignitary, and pointed their fingers at the stain. 

At this juncture, Maule turned to Mr. Pyncheon. 

“It will never be allowed, said he. “The custody of this secret, that 
would so enrich his heirs, makes part of your grandfather’s retribution. 
He must choke with it until it is no longer of any value. And keep you 
the House of the Seven Gables! It is too dear bought an inheritance, and 
too heavy with the curse upon it, to be shifted yet awhile from the Col- 
onel’s posterity!” 

Mr. Pyncheon tried to speak, but — what with fear and passion — could 
make only a gurgling murmur in his throat. The carpenter smiled. 

“Aha, worshipful sir! — so you have old Maule’s blood to drink!” said 
be, jeeringly. 

“Fiend in man’s shape! why dost thou keep dominion over my child?” 
cried Mr. Pyncheon, when his choked utterance could make way. “Give 
me back by daughter ! Then go thy ways ; and may we never meet again ! ” 

“Your daughter!” said Matthew Maule. “Why, she is fairly mine! 
Nevertheless, not to be too hard with fair Mistress Alice, I will leave hei 
in your keeping ; but I do not warrant you that she shall never have oc- 
casion to remember Maule, the carpenter.” 

He waved his hands with an upward motion ; and, after a few repeti- 
tions of similar gestures, the beautiful Alice Pyncheon awoke from her 
strange trance. She awoke, without the slightest recollection of her vision- 
ary experience ; but as one losing herself in a momentary reverie, and re- 
turning to the consciousness of actual life, in almost as brief an interval 
as the down-sinking flame of the hearth should quiver again up the chim- 
ney. On recognizing Matthew Maule, she assumed an air of somewhat 
cold but gentle dignity, the rather, as there was a certain peculiar smile 
on the carpenter’s visage that stirred the native pride of the fair Alice. So 
ended, for that time, the quest for the lost title-deed of the Pyncheon ter- 
ritory at the Eastward; nor, though often subsequently renewed, has it 
ever yet befallen a Pyncheon to set his eye upon that parchment. 

But, alas for the ^autiful, the gentle, yet too haughty Alice! A power 
that she little dreamed of had laid its grasp upon her maiden soul. A will, 
most unlike her own, constrained her to do its grotesque and fantastic 
bidding. Her father, as it proved, had martyred his poor child to an in- 
ordinate desire for measuring his land by miles instead of acres. And, 
therefore, while Alice Pyncheon lived, she was Maule’s slave, in a bond- 
age more humiliating, a thousand-fold, than that which binds its chain 
around the body. Seated by his humble fireside, Maule had but to wave 
his hand; and, wherever the proud lady chanced to be, — whether in her 
chamber, or entertaining her father’s stately guests, or worshipping at 
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church, — whatever her place or occupation, her spirit passed from be- 
neath her own control, and bowed itself to Maule. “Alice, laugh!” — the 
carpenter, beside his hearth, would say; or perhaps intensely will it, with- 
out a spoken word. And, even were it prayer-time, or at a funeral, Alice 
must break into wild laughter. “Alice, be sad ! ” — and, at the mstant, down 
would come her tears, quenching all the mirth of those around her like 
sudden rain upon a bonfire. “Alice, dance! ” — and dance she would, not in 
such court-like measures as she had learned abroad, but some high-paced 
jig, or hop-skip rigadoon, befitting the brisk lasses at a rustic merry-mak- 
ing. It seemed to be Maule’s impulse, not to ruin Alice, nor to visit her 
with any black or gigantic mischief, which would have crowned her sor* 
rows with the grace of tragedy, but to wreak a low, ungenerous scorn upon 
her. Thus all the dignity of life was lost. She felt herself too much abased, 
and longed to change natures with some worm! 

One evening, at a bridal-party ( but not her own ; for, so lost from self- 
control, she would have deemed sin to marry), poor Alice was beck- 
oned forth by her unseen despot, ind constrained, in her gossamer white 
dress and satin slippers, to haster along the street to the mean dwelling 
of a laboring-man. There was lau^^^hter and good cheer within; for Mat- 
thew Maule, that night, was to wed the laborer’s daughter, and had sum- 
moned proud Alice Pyncheon to wait upon his bride. And so she did; and 
when the twain were one, Alice awoke out of her enchanted sleep. Yet, no 
longer proud, — ^humbly, and with a smile all steeped in sadness, — she 
kissed Maule ’s wife, and went her way. It was an inclement night; the 
southeast wind drove the mingled snow and rain into her thinly sheltered 
bosom; her satin slippers were wet through and through, as she trod the 
muddy sidewalks. The next day a cold; soon, a settled cough; anon, a 
hectic cheek, a wasted form, that sat beside the harpsichord, and filled 
the house with music ! Music, in which a strain of the heavenly choristers 
was echoed ! Oh, joy! For Alice had borne her last humiliation ! Oh, great- 
er joy! For Alice was penitent of her one earthly sin, and proud no more! 

The Pyncheons made a great funeral for Alice. The kith and kin were 
there, and the whole respectability of the town besides. But, last in the 
procession, came Matthew Maule, gnashing his teeth, as if he would have 
bitten his own heart in twain, — the darkest and wofullest man that ever 
walked behind a corpse! He meant to humble Alice, not to kill her; but 
he had taken a woman’s delicate soul into his rude gripe, to play with — 
and she was dead! 


XIV 


Phoebe’s Good-bye 

Holgrave. plunging into his tale with the energy and absorption natural 
to a young author, had given a good deal of action to the parts capable of 
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being developed and exemplified in that manner. He now observed that a 
certain remarkable drowsiness (wholly unlike that with which the reader 
possibly feels himself affected) had been flung over the senses of his 
auditress. It was the effect, unquestionably, of the mystic gesticulations 
by which he had sought to bring bodily before Phoebe’s perception the fig- 
ure of the mesmerizing carpenter. With the lids drooping over her eyp ,, — 
now lifted for an instant, and drawn down again as with leaden weights, 
— she leaned slightly towards him, and seemed almost to regulate her 
breath by his. Holgrave gazed at her, as he rolled up his manuscript, and 
recognized an incipient stage of that curious psychological condition, 
which, as he had himself told Phoebe, he possessed more than an ordinary 
faculty of producing. A veil was beginning to be muffled about her, in 
which she could behold only him, and live only in his thoughts and emo- 
tions. His glance, as he fastened it on the young girl, grew involuntarily 
more concentrated ; in his attitude there was the consciousness of power, 
investing his hardly mature figure with a dignity that did not belong to 
its physical manifestation. It was evident, that, with but one wave of his 
hand and a corresponding effort of his will, he could complete his mastery 
over Phoebe’s yet free and virgin spirit: he could establish an influence 
over this good, pure, and simple child, as dangerous, and perhaps as disas- 
trous, as that winch the carpenter of his legend had acquired and exer- 
EAsed over the ill-fated Alice. 

To a disposition like Holgrave’s, at once speculative and active, there is 
no temptation so great as the opportunity of acquiring empire over the 
human spirit; nor any idea more seductive to a young man than to be- 
come the arbiter of a young girl’s destiny. Let us, therefore, — whatever 
his defects of nature and education, and in spite of his scorn for creeds 
^d institutions, — concede to the daguerreotypist the rare and high qual- 
ity of reverence for another’s individuality. Let us allow him integrity, 
also, forever after to be confided in; since he forbade himself to twine that 
one link more which might have rendered his spell over Phoebe indis- 
soluble. 

He made a slight gesture upward with his hana. 

“You really mortify me, my dear Miss Phoebe I” he exclaimed, smiling 
half-sarcastically at her. '‘My poor story it is but too evident, will never 
do for Godey or Graham! Only think of your falling asleep at what I 
hoped the newspaper critics would pronounce a most brilliant, powerful, 
imaginative, pathetic, and original winding up! Well, the manuscript 
must serve to light lamps with; — if, indeed, being so imbued with my 
gentle dulness, it is any longer capable of flame! ” 

“Me asleep! How can you say so?” answered Phoebe, as unconscious of 
the crisis through which she had passed as an infant of the precipice tc 
the verge of which it has rolled. “No, no! I consider myself as having 
b^n very attentive; and, though I don’t remember the incidents quite 
distinctly, yet I have an impression of a vast deal of trouble and calamity, 
— so, no doubt, the story will prove exceedingly attractive.” 

By this time the sun had gone down, and was tinting the clouds towards 
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the zenith with those bright hues which are not seen there until some time 
after sunset, and when the horizon has quite lost its richer brilliancy. The 
moon, too, which had long been climbing overhead, and unobtrusively 
melting its disk into the azure, — ^like an ambitious demagogue, who hides 
his aspiring purpose by assuming the prevalent hue of popular sentiment, 
— now began to shine out, broad and oval, in its middle pathway. These 
silvery beams were already powerful enough to change the character of 
the lingering daylight. They softened and embellished the aspect of the 
old house ; although the shadows fell deeper into the angles of its many 
gables, and lay brooding under the projecting story, and within the half- 
open door. With the lapse of every moment, the garden grew more pic- 
turesque; the fruit-trees, shrubbery, and flower-bushes had a dark ob- 
scurity among them. The commoi' place characteristics — which, at noon- 
tide, it seemed to have taken a cen* ury of sordid life to accumulate — ^were 
now transfigured by a charm of omance. A hundred mysterious years 
were whispering among the leaves whenever the slight sea-breeze found 
its way thither and stirred them. T trough the foliage that roofed the little 
summer-house the moonlight flick 3red to and fro, and fell silvery white 
on the dark floor, the table, and the circular bench, with a continual shift 
and play, according as the chinks and wayward crevices among the twigs 
admitted or shut out the glimmer. 

So sweetly cool was the atmosphere, after all the feverish day, that the 
summer eve might be fancied as sprinkling dews and liquid moonlight, 
with a dash of icy temper in them, out of a silver vase. Here and there, a 
few drops of this freshness were scattered on a human heart, and gave it 
youth again, and sympathy with the eternal youth of nature. The artist 
chanced to be one on whom the reviving influence fell. It made him feel — 
what he sometimes almost forgot, thrust so early as he had been into the 
rude struggle of man with man — how youthful he still was. 

^Tt seems to me,” he observed, “that I never watched the coming of so 
beautiful an eve, and never felt anything so very much like happiness as 
at this moment. After all, what a good world we live in! How good, and 
beautiful! How young it is, too, with nothing really rotten or age-worn in 
it! This old house, for example, which sometimes has positively oppressed 
my breath with its smell of decaying timber! And this garden, where the 
black mould always clings to my spade, as if I were a sexton delving in a 
graveyard! Could I keep the feeling that now possesses me, the garden 
would every day be virgin soil, with the earth’s first freshness in the flavor 
of its beans and squashes; and the house! — it would be like a bower in 
Eden, blossoming with the earliest roses that God ever made. IMoonlight, 
and the sentiment in man’s heart responsive to it, are the greatest of 
renovators and reformers. And all other reform and renovation, I suppose, 
will prove to be no better than moonshine! ” 

“I have been happier than I am now; at least, much gayer,” said 
Phoebe, thoughtfully. “Yet I am sensible of a great charm in this bright- 
ening moonlight; and I love to watch how the day, tired as it is, lags away 
reluctantly, and hates to be called yesterday so soon. I never cared much 
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about moonlight before. What is there, I wonder, so beautiful in it, to- 
night?’' 

‘^And you have never felt it before?” inquired the artist, looking earn- 
estly at the girl through the twilight. 

“Never,” answered Phoebe; “and life does not look the same, now that 
I have felt it so. It seems as if I had looked at everything, hithertr, in 
broad daylight, or else in the ruddy light of a cheerful fire, glimmering 
and dancing through a room. Ah, poor me!” she added, with a half-mel- 
ancholy laugh. “I shall never be so merry as before I knew Cousin Hep- 
zibah and poor Cousin Clifford. I have grown a great deal older, in this 
little time. Older, and, I hope, wiser, and, — not exactly sadder, — ^but, cer- 
tainly, with not half so much lightness in my spirits! I have given them 
my sunshine, and have been glad to give it; but, of course, I cannot both 
give and keep it. They are welcome, notwithstanding! ” 

“You have lost nothing, Phoebe, worth keeping, nor which it was pos- 
sible to keep,” said Holgrave, after a pause. “Our first youth is of no 
value; for we are never conscious of it until after it is gone. But sometimes 
— always, I suspect, unless one is exceedingly unfortunate — there comes a 
sense of second youth, gushing out of the heart’s joy at being in love; or, 
possibly, it may come to crown some other grand festival in life, if any 
other such there be. This bemoaning of one’s self (as you do now) over 
the first, careless, shallow gayety of youth departed, and this profound 
happiness at youth regained, — so much deeper and richer than that we 
lost, — are essential to the soul’s development. In some cases, the two 
states come almost simultaneously, and mingle the sadness and the rap- 
ture in one mysterious emotion.” 

“I hardly think I understand you,” said Phoebe. 

“No wonder,” replied Holgrave, smiling; “for I have told you a secret 
which I hardly began to know before I found myself giving it utterance. 
Remember it, however; and when the truth becomes clear to you, then 
think of this moonlight scene! ” 

“It is entirely moonlight now, except only a little flush of faint crim- 
son, upward from the west, between those buildings,” remarked Phoebe. 
“I must go in. Cousin Hepzibah is not quick at figures, and will give her- 
self a headache over the day’s accounts, unless I help her.” 

But Holgrave detained her a little longer. 

“Miss Hepzibah tells me,” observed he, “that you return to the country 
in a few days.” 

“Yes, but only for a little while,” answered Phoebe; “for I look upon 
this as my present home. I go to make a few arrangements, and to take a 
more deliberate leave of my mother and friends. It is pleasant to live 
where one is much desired and very useful; and I think I may have the 
satisfaction of feeling myself so here.” 

“You surely may, and more than you imagine,” said the artist. “What- 
ever health, comfort, and natural life exists in the house, is embodied in 
your person. These blessings came along with you, and will vanish when 
you leave the threshold. Miss Hepzibah, by secluding herself from society, 
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has lost all true relation with it, and is, in fact, dead ; although she gah 
vanizes herself into a semblance of life, and stands behind her counter, 
afflicting the world with a greatly- to-be-deprecated scowl. Your pool 
cousin Clifford is another dead and long-buried person, on whom the gov^ 
ernor and council have wrought a necromantic miracle. I should not won- 
der if he were to crumble away, some morning, after you are gone, and 
nothing be seen of him more, except a heap of dust. Miss Hepzibah, at 
any rate, will lose what little flexibility she has. They both exist by you.*' 

‘T should be very sorry to think so,’* answered Phoebe, gravely. “But it 
is true that my small abilities were precisely what they needed; and I 
have a real interest in their welfare, — an odd kind of motherly sentiment, 
— which I wish you would not laugh at! And let me tell you frankly, Mr. 
Holgrave, I am sometimes puzzlec to know whether you wish them well 
or ill.” 

“Undoubtedly,” said the daguer reotypist, “I do feel an interest in this 
antiquated, poverty-stricken old naiden lady, and this degraded and 
shattered gentleman, — this aborti^ e lover of the beautiful. A kindly in- 
terest, too, helpless old children that they are! But you have no concep- 
tion what a different kind of hear mine is from your own. It is not my 
impulse, as regards these two indi\ iduals, either to help or hinder ; but to 
look on, to analyze, to explain matters to myself, and to comprehend the 
drama which, for almost two hundred years, has been dragging its slow 
length over the ground where you and I now tread. If permitted to witness 
the close, I doubt not to derive a moral satisfaction from it, go matters 
how they may. There is a conviction within me that the end draws nigh. 
But, though Providence sent you hither to help, and sends me only as a 
privileged and meet spectator, I pledge myself to lend these unfortunate 
beings whatever aid I can! ” 

“I wish you would speak more plainly,” cried Phoebe, perplexed and 
displeased; “and, above all, that you would feel more like a Christian and 
a human being! How is it possible to see people in distress, without de- 
siring, more than anything else, to help and comfort them? You talk as if 
this old house were a theatre; and you seem to look at Hepzibah *s and 
Clifford’s misfortunes, and those of generations before them, as a tragedy, 
such as I have seen acted in the hall of a country hotel, only the present 
one appears to be played exclusively for your amusement. I do not like 
this. The play costs the performers too much, and the audience is too 
cold-hearted.” 

“You are severe,” said Holgrave, compelled to recognize a degree of 
truth in this piquant sketch of his own mood. 

“And then,” continued Phoebe, “what can you mean by your convic- 
tion, which you tell me of, that the end is drawing near? Do you know of 
any new trouble hanging over my poor relatives? If so, tell me at once, 
and I will not leave them ! ” 

“Forgive me, Phoebe!” said the daguerreotypist, holding out his hand, 
to which the girl was constrained to yield her own. “I am somewhat of a 
mystic, it must be confessed. The tendency is in my blood, together with 
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the faculty of mesmerism, which might have brought me to Gallows Hill, 
in the good old times of witchcraft. Believe me, if I were really aware of 
any secret, the disclosure of which would benefit your friends, — ^who are 
my own friends, likewise, — ^you should learn it before we part. But I have 
no such knowledge.” 

^^You hold something back! ” said Phoebe. 

‘‘Nothing, — no secrets but my own,” answered Holgrave. “I can per- 
ceive, indeed, that Judge Pyncheon still keeps his eye on Clifford, in 
whose ruin he had so large a share. His motives and intentions, however, 
are a mystery to me. He is a determined and relentless man, with the gen- 
uine character of an inquisitor; and had he any object to gain by putting 
Clifford to the rack, I verily believe that he would wrench his joints from 
their sockets, in order to accomplish it. But, so wealthy and eminent as he 
is, — ^so powerful in his own strength, and in the support of society on all 
sides, — what can Judge Pyncheon have to hope or fear from the imbecile, 
branded, half-torpid Clifford?” 

“Yet,” urged Phoebe, “you did speak as if misfortune were impending! ” 

“Oh, that was because I am morbid! ” replied the artist. “My mind has 
a twist aside, like almost everybody’s mind, except your own. Moreover, 
it is so strange to find myself an inmate of this old Pyncheon House, and 
sitting in this old garden — (hark, how Maule’s well is murmuring!) — 
that, were it only for this one circumstance, I cannot help fancying that 
Destiny is arranging its fifth act for a catastrophe.” 

“There!” cried Phoebe with renewed vexation; for she was by nature 
as hostile to mystery as the sunshine to a dark corner. “You puzzle me 
more than ever!” 

“Then let us part friends!” said Holgrave, pressing her hand. “Or, if 
not friends, let us part before you entirely hate me. You, who love every- 
body else in the world! ” 

“Good-by, then,” said Phoebe, frankly. “I do not mean to be angry a 
great while, and should be sorry to have you think so. There has Cousin 
Hepzibah been standing in the shadow of the doorway, this quarter of an 
hour past! She thinks I stay too long in the damp garden. So, good-night, 
and good-by!” 

On the second morning thereafter, Phoebe might have been seen, in her 
straw bonnet, with a shawl on one arm and a little carpet-bag on the other, 
bidding adieu to Hepzibah and Cousin Clifford. She was to take a seat in 
the next train of cars, which would transport her to within half a dozen 
miles of her country village. 

The tears were in Phoebe’s eyes; a smile, dewy with affectionate regret, 
was glimmering around her pleasant mouth. She wondered how it came 
to pass, that her life of a few weeks, here in this heavy-hearted old man- 
sion, had taken such hold of her, and so melted into her associations, as 
now to seem a more important centre-point of remembrance than all 
which had gone before. How had Hepzibah — grim, silent, and irrespon- 
sive to her overflow of cordial sentiment — contrived to win so much love? 
And Clifford, — in his abortive decay, with the mystery of fearful crime 
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upon him, and the close prison-atmosphere yet lurking in his breath, — 
how had he transformed himself into the simplest child, whom Phoebe 
felt bound to watch over, and be, as it were, the providence of his uncom 
sidered hours! Everything, at that instant of farewell, stood out promim 
ently to her view. Look where she would, lay her hand on what she might, 
the object responded to her consciousness, as if a moist human heart were 
in it. 

She peeped from the window into the garden, and felt herself more re- 
gretful at leaving this spot of black earth, vitiated with such an age-long 
growth of weeds, than joyful at the idea of again scenting her pine for- 
ests and fresh clover-fields. She called Chanticleer, his two wives, and 
the venerable chicken, and threw hem some crumbs of bread from the 
breakfast-table. These being hasti y gobbled up, the chicken spread its 
wings, and alighted close by Phoele on the window-sill, where T looked 
gravely into her face and vented i s emotions in a croak. Phoebe bade it 
be a good old chicken during her al sence, and promised to bring it a little 
bag of buckwheat. 

‘‘Ah, Phoebe!” remarked Hepzil ah, “you do not smile so naturally as 
when you came to us! Then, tht smile chose to shine out; now, you 
choose it should. It is well that yoi are going back, for a little while, into 
your native air. There has been too much weight on your spirits. The 
house is too gloomy and lonesome, the shop is full of vexations; and as 
for me, I have no faculty of making things look brighter than they are. 
Dear Clifford has been your only comfort! ” 

“Come hither, Phoebe,” suddenly cried her cousin Clifford, who had 
said very little all the morning. “Close! — closer! — and look me in the 
face!” 

Phoebe put one of her small hands on each elbow of his chair, and 
leaned her face towards him, so that he might peruse it as carefully as he 
would. It is probable that the latent emotions of this parting hour had 
revived, in some degree, his bedimmed and enfeebled faculties. At any 
rate, Phoebe soon felt that, if not the profound insight of a seer, yet a 
more than feminine delicacy of appreciation, was making her heart the 
subject of its regard. A moment before, she had known nothing which she 
would have sought to hide. Now, as if some secret were hinted to her own 
consciousness through the medium of another's perception, she was fain 
to let her eyelids droop beneath Clifford’s gaze. A blush, too, — the red- 
der, because she strove hard to keep it down, — ascended higher and 
higher, in a tide of fitful progress, until even her brow was all suffused 
with it. 

“It is enough, Phoebe,” said Clifford, with a melancholy smile. “When I 
first saw you, you were the prettiest little maiden in the world ; and now 
you have deepened into beauty! Girlhood has passed into womanhood; 
the bud is a bloom! Go, now! — I feel lonelier than I did.” 

Phoebe took leave of the desolate couple, and passed through the shop, 
twinkling her eyelids to shake off a dew-drop; for — considering how brief 
her absence was to be, and therefore the folly of being cast down about it 
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— she would not so far acknowledge her tears as to dry them with her 
handkerchief. On the doorstep, she met the little urchin whose marvellous 
feats of gastronomy have been recorded in the earlier pages of our nar- 
rative. She took from the window some specimen or other of natural his- 
tory, — ^her eyes being too dim with moisture to inform her accurately 
whether it was a rabbit or a hippopotamus, — ^put it into the child’s hand, 
as a parting gift, and went her way. Old Uncle Venner was just coming 
out of his door, with a wood-horse and saw on his shoulder; and, trudging 
along the street, he scrupled not to keep company with Phoebe, so far as 
their paths lay together; nor, in spite of his patched coat and rusty 
beaver, and the curious fashion of his tow-cloth trousers, could she find it 
in her heart to outwalk him. 

“We shall miss you, next Sabbath afternoon,” observed the street phil- 
osopher. “It is unaccountable how little while it takes some folks to grow 
just as natural to a man as his own breath; and, begging your pardon. 
Miss Phoebe (though there can be no offence in an old man’s saying it), 
that’s just what you’ve grown to me! My years have been a great many, 
and your life is but just beginning; and yet, you are somehow as familiar 
to me as if I had found you at my mother’s door, and you had blossomed, 
like a running vine, all along my pathway since. Come back soon, or I 
shall be gone to my farm; for I begin to find these wood-sawing jobs a 
little too tough for my back-ache.” 

“Very soon, Uncle Venner,” replied Phoebe. 

“And let it be all the sooner, Phoebe, for the sake of those poor souls 
yonder,” continued her companion. “They can never do without you, 
now, — ^never, Phoebe, never! — ^no more than if one of God’s angels had 
been living with them, and making their dismal house pleasant and com- 
fortable! Don’t it seem to you they’d be in a sad case, if, some pleasant 
summer morning like this, the angel should spread his wings, and fly to 
the place he came from? Well, just so they feel, now that you’re going 
home by the railroad! They can’t bear it. Miss Phoebe; so be sure to come 
back!” 

“I am no angel. Uncle Venner,” said Phoebe, smiling, as she offered him 
her hand at the street-corner. “But, I suppose, people never feel so much 
like angels as when they are doing what little good they may. So I shall 
certainly come back ! ” 

Thus parted the old man and the rosy girl ; and Phoebe took the wings 
of the morning, and was soon flitting almost as rapidly away as if en- 
dowed with the aerial locomotion of the angels to whom Uncle Venner 
had so graciously compared her. 



THE HOUSE OF THE SEVEN GABLES 


377 


XV 

The Scowl and Smile 

Several days passed over the Seven Gables, heavily and drearily enough. 
In fact (not to attribute the whole gloom of sky and earth to the one in- 
auspicious circumstance of Phoebe’s departure), an easterly storm had 
set in, and indefatigably applied itself to the task of making the black 
roof and walls of the old house loot more cheerless than ever before. Yet 
was the outside not half so cheerless as the interior. Poor Clifford was cut 
off, at once, from all his scanty resources of enjoyment. Phoebe was not 
there; nor did the sunshine fall upon the floor. The garden, with its mud- 
dy walks, and the chill, dripping foliage of its summer-house, was an 
image to be shuddered at. Nothin!', flourished in the cold, moist, pitiless 
atmosphere, drifting with the brackish scud of sea-breezes, except the 
moss along the joints of the shingfe-roof, and the great bunch of weeds, 
that had lately been suffering from drought, in the angle between the twe, 
front gables. 

As for Hepzibah, she seemed not merely possessed with the east windj 
but to be, in her very person, only another phase of this gray and sullen 
spell of weather; the east wind itself, grim and disconsolate, in a rusty 
black silk gown, and with a turban of cloud-wreaths on its head. The cus^ 
tom of the shop fell off, because a story got abroad that she soured het 
small beer and other damageable commodities, by scowling on them. It is, 
perhaps, true that the public had something reasonably to complain of in 
her deportment; but towards Clifford she was neither ill-tempered nor 
unkind, nor felt less warmth of heart than always, had it been possible to 
make it reach him. The inutility of her best efforts, however, palsied the 
poor old gentlewoman. She could do little else than sit silently in a cor- 
ner of the room, when the wet pear-tree branches, sweeping across the 
small windows, created a noon-day dusk, which Hepzibah unconsciously 
darkened with her woe-begone aspect. It was no fault of Hepzibah’s. 
Everything — even the old chairs and tables, that had known what weath- 
er was for three or four such lifetimes as her own — looked as damp and 
chill as if the present were their worst experience. The picture of the 
Puritan Colonel shivered on the wall. The house itself shivered, from 
every attic of its seven gables, down to the great kitchen fireplace, which 
served all the better as an emblem of the mansion’s heart, because, 
though built for warmth, it was now so comfortless and empty. 

Hepzibah attempted to enliven matters by a fire in the parlor. But the 
storm-demon kept watch above, and, whenever a flame was kindled, 
drove the smoke back again, choking the chimney’s sooty throat with its 
own breath. Nevertheless, during four days of this miserable storm, Clif- 
ford wrapt himself in an old cloak, and occupied his customary chair. On 
the morning of the fifth, when summoned to breakfast, he responded only 
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iy a broken-hearted murmur, expressive of a determination not to leave 
Tiis bed. His sister made no attempt to change his purpose. In fact, en- 
tirely as she loved him, Hepzibah could hardly have borne any longer 
the wretched duty — so impracticable by her few and rigid faculties — of 
seeking pastime for a still sensitive, but ruined mind, critical and fastid^ 
ious, without force or volition. It was, at least, something short of positive 
despair, that, to-day, she might sit shivering alone, and not suffer con- 
tinually a new brief, and unreasonable pang of remorse, at every fitful 
sigh of her fellow-sufferer. 

But Clifford, it seemed, though he did not make his appearance below 
^Stairs, had, after all, bestirred himself in quest of amusement. In the 
course of the forenoon, Hepzibah heard a note of music, which (there be- 
ing no other tuneful contrivance in the House of the Seven Gables) she 
knew must proceed from Alice Pyncheon’s harpsichord. She was aware 
that Clifford, in his youth, had possessed a cultivated taste for music, 
and a considerable degree of skill in its practice. It was difficult, however, 
to conceive of his retaining an accomplishment to which daily exercise is 
so essential, in the measure indicated by the sweet, airy, and delicate, 
though most melancholy strain, that now stole upon her ear. Nor was it 
less marvellous that the long-silent instrument should be capable of so 
much melody. Hepzibah involuntarily thought of the ghostly harmonies, 
prelusive of death in the family, which were attributed to the legendary 
Alice. But it was, perhaps, proof of the agency of other than spiritual fin- 
gers, that, after a few touches, the chords seemed to snap asunder with 
their own vibrations, and the music ceased. 

But a harsher sound succeeded to the mysterious notes; nor was the 
easterly day fated to pass without an event sufficient in itself to poison, 
for Hepzibah and Clifford, the balmiest air that ever brought the hum- 
ming-birds along with it. The final echoes of Alice Pyncheon^s perform- 
ance (or Clifford’s, if his we must consider it) were driven away by no 
less vulgar a dissonance than the ringing of the shop-bell. A foot was 
heard scraping itself on the threshold, and thence somewhat ponderously 
stepping on the floor. Hepzibah delayed a moment, while muffling herself 
in a faded shawl, which had been her defensive armor in a forty years’ 
warfare against the east wind. A characteristic sound, however, — neither 
a cough nor a hem, but a kind of rumbling and reverberating spasm in 
somebody’s capacious depth of chest, — impelled her to hurry forward, 
with that aspect of fierce faint-heartedness so common to women in cases 
of perilous emergency. Few of her sex, on such occasions, have ever 
looked so terible as our poor scowling Hepzibah. But the visitor quietly 
closed the shop-door behind him, stood up his umbrella against the 
counter, and turned a visage of composed benignity, to meet the alarm 
and anger which his appearance had excited. 

Hepzibah’s presentiment had not deceived her. It was no other than 
Judge Pyncheon, who, after in vain trying the front door, had now 
effected his entrance into the shop. 



THE HOUSE OF THE SEVEN GABLES 379 

‘‘How do you do, Cousin Hepzibah? — and how does this most in- 
clement weather affect our poor Clifford?’’ began the Judge; and won- 
derful it seemed, indeed, that the easterly storm was not put to shame, 
or, at any rate, a little mollified, by the genial benevolence of his smUe. 
“I could not rest without calling to ask, once more, whether I can in any 
manner promote his comfort, or your own.” 

“You can do nothing,” said Hepzibah, controlling her agitation as 
well as she could. “I devote myself to Clifford. He has every comfort 
which his situation admits of.” 

“But allow me to suggest, dear cousin,” rejoined the Judge, ‘ you err^ 
— in all affection and kindness, no doubt, and with the very best inten- 
tions, — but you do err, nevertheless, in keeping your brother so secluded. 
Why insulate him thus from all sympathy and kindness? Clifford, alas! 
has had too much of solitude. Now et him try society, — the society, that 
is to say, of kindred and old frienc s. Let me, for instance, but see Clif- 
ford, and I will answer for the good effect of the interview.” 

“You cannot see him,” answered Hepzibah. “Clifford has kept his bed 
since yesterday.” 

“What! How! Is he ill?” excla>med Judge Pyncheon, starting with 
what seemed to be angry alarm; for the very frown of the old Puritan 
darkened through the room as he SfX)ke. “Nay, then, I must and will see 
him ! What if he should die?” 

“He is in no danger of death,” said Hepzibah, — and added, with bit- 
terness that she could repress no longer, “none; unless he shall be perse- 
cuted to death, now, by the same man who long ago attempted it! ” 

“Cousin Hepzibah,” said the Judge, with an impressive earnestness of 
manner, which grew even to tearful pathos as he proceeded, “is it pos- 
sible that you do not perceive how unjust, how unkind, how unchris- 
tian, is this constant, this long-continued bitterness against me, for a 
part which I was constrained by duty and conscience, by the force of 
law, and at my own peril, to act ? What did I do, in detriment to Clif- 
ford, which it was possible to leave undone? How could you, his sister, — 
if, for your never-ending sorrow, as it has been for mine, you had known 
what I did, — have shown greater tenderness? And do you think, cousin, 
that it had cost me no pang? — that it has left no anguish in my bosom, 
from that day to this, amidst all the prosperity with which Heaven has 
blessed me? — or that I do not now rejoice, when it is deemed consistent 
with the dues of public justice and the welfare of society that this dear 
kinsman, this early friend, this nature so delicately and beautifully con- 
stituted, — so unfortunate, let us pronounce him, and forbear to say, so 
guilty, — that our own Clifford, in fine, should be given back to life, and 
its possibilities of enjoyment? Ah, you little know me. Cousin Hepzibah! 
You little know this heart! It now throbs at the thought of meeting him! 
There lives not the human being (except yourself, — and you not more 
than I) who has shed so many tears for Clifford's calamity! You behold 
some of them now. There is none who would so delight to promote his 
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happiness! Try me, Hepzibah! — try me, cousin! — try the man whom you 
have treated as your enemy and Clifford’s! — try J^rey Pyncheon, and 
you shall find him true, to the heart’s core! ” 

“In the name of Heaven,” cried Hepzibah, provoked only to intenser 
indignation by this outgush of the inestimable tenderness of a stern na- 
ture, — “in God’s name, whom you insult, and whose power I coulu al- 
most question, since he hears you utter so many false words without 
palsying your tongue, — give over, I beseech you, this loathsome pretence 
of affection for your victim! You hate him! Say so, like a man! You 
cherish, at this moment, some black purpose against him in your heart! 
Speak it out, at once! — or, if you hope so to promote it better, hide it till 
you can triumph in its success! But never speak again of your love for 
my poor brother! I cannot bear it! It will drive me beyond a woman’s 
decency! It will drive me mad! Forbear! Not another word! It will make 
me spurn you!” 

For once, Hepzibah’s wrath had given her courage. She had spoken. 
But, after all, was this unconquerable distrust of Judge Pyncheon’s in- 
tegrity, and this utter denial, apparently, of his claim to stand in the ring 
of human s)anpathies, — were they founded in any just perception of his 
character, or merely the off-spring of a woman’s unreasonable prejudice, 
deduced from nothing? 

The Judge, beyond all question, was a man of eminent respectability. 
The church acknowledged it; the state acknowledged it. It was denied by 
nobody. In all the very extensive sphere of those who knew him, whether 
in his public or private capacities, there was not an individual — except 
Hepzibah, and some lawless mystic, like the daguerreotypist, and, pos- 
sibly, a few political opponents — ^who would have dreamed of seriously 
disputing his claim to a high and honorable place in the world’s regard. 
Nor (we must do him the further justice to say) did Judge Pyncheon 
himself, probably, entertain many or very frequent doubts, that his en- 
viable reputation accorded with his deserts. His conscience, therefore, 
usually considered the surest witness to a man’s integrity, — his con- 
science, unless it might be for the little space of five minutes in the 
twenty-four hours, or, now and then, some black day in the whole year’s 
circle, — ^his conscience bore an accordant testimony with the world’s 
laudatory voice. And yet, strong as this evidence may seem to be, we 
should hesitate to peril our own conscience on the assertion, that the 
Judge and the consenting world were right, and that poor Hepzibah, with 
her solitary prejudice was wrong. Hidden from mankind, — forgotten by 
himself, or buried so deeply under a sculptured and ornamented pile of 
ostentatious deeds that his daily life could take no note of it, — there may 
have lurked some evil and unsightly thing. Nay, we could almost venture 
to say, further, that a daily guilt might have been acted by him, con- 
tinually renewed, and reddening forth afresh, like the miraculous blood- 
stain of a murder, without his necessarily and at every moment being 
aware of it. 

Men of strong minds, great force of character, and a hard texture of 
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the sensibilities, are very capable of falling into mistakes of this kind. 
They are ordinarily men to whom forms are of paramount importance. 
Their field of action lies among the external phenomena of life. They 
possess vast ability in grasping, and arranging, and appropriating tc 
themselves, the big, heavy, solid unrealities, such as gold, landed estate, 
offices of trust and emolument, and public honors. With these materials, 
and with deeds of goodly aspect, done in the public eye, an individual of 
this class builds up, as it were, a tall and stately edifice, which, in the 
view of other people, and ultimately in his own view, is no other than the 
man’s character, or the man himself. Behold, therefore, a palace! Its 
splendid halls, and suites of spacious apartments, are floored with a 
mosaic- work of costly marbles; its windows, the whole height of each 
room, admit the sunshine through tlie most transparent of plate-glass; its 
high cornices are gilded, and its ceidngs gorgeously painted; and a lofty 
dome — through which, from the central pavement, you may gaze up to 
the sky, as with no obstructing medium between — surmounts the whole. 
With what fairer and nobler embl m could any man desire to shadow 
forth his character? Ah! but in some low and obscure nook, — ^some nar- 
row closet on the ground-floor, shut locked and bolted, and the key flung 
away, — or beneath the marble pa^'^ement, in a stagnant water-puddle, 
with the richest pattern of mosaic- work above, — may lie a corpse, half 
decayed, and still decaying, and defusing its death-scent all through the 
palace! The inhabitant will not be ( onscious of it, for it has long been his 
daily breath! Neither will the visitors, for they smell only the rich odors 
which the master sedulously scatters through the palace, and the incense 
which they bring, and delight to burn before him! Now and then, per- 
chance, comes in a seer, before whose sadly gifted eye the whole structure 
melts into thin air, leaving only the hidden nook, the bolted closet, with 
the cobwebs festooned over its forgotten door, or the deadly hole under 
the pavement, and the decaying corpse within. Here, then, we are to seek 
the true emblem of the man’s character, and of the deed that gives what- 
ever reality it possesses to his life. And, beneath the show of a marble 
palace, that pool of stagnant water, foul with many impurities, and, per- 
haps, tinged with blood, — that secret abomination, above which, pos- 
sibly, he may say his prayers, without remembering it, — is this man’s 
miserable soul! 

To apply this train of remark somewhat more closely to Judge Pyn- 
cheon. We might say (without in the least imputing crime to a personage 
of his eminent respectability) that there was enough of splendid rubbish 
in his life to cover up and paralyze a more active and subtile conscience 
than the Judge was ever troubled with. The purity of his judicial charac- 
ter, while on the bench; the faithfulness of his public service in subse- 
quent capacities ; his devotedness to his party, and the rigid consistency 
with which he had adhered to its principles, or, at all events, kept pace 
with its organized movements; his remarkable zeal as president of a Bible 
society; his unimpeachable integrity as treasurer of a widow’s and or- 
phan’s fund; his benefits to horticulture, by producing two much-es- 
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teemed varieties of the pear, and to agriculture, through the agency of the 
famous Pyncheon bull; the cleanliness of his moral deportment, for a 
great many years past ; the severity with which he had frowned upon, and 
finally cast off, an expensive and dissipated son, delaying forgiveness un- 
til within the final quarter of an hour of the young man^s life; his pray- 
ers at morning and eventide, and graces at meal-time; his efforts in fur- 
therance of the temperance cause; his confining himself, since the last 
attack of the gout, to five diurnal glasses of old sherry wine ; the snowy 
whiteness of his linen, the polish of his boots, the handsomeness of his 
gold-headed cane, the square and roomy fashion of his coat, and the fine- 
ness of its material, and, in general, the studied propriety of his dress and 
equipment; the scrupulousness with which he paid public notice, in the 
street, by a bow, a lifting of the hat, a nod, or a motion of the hand, to 
all and sundry of his acquaintances, rich or poor; the smile of broad 
benevolence wherewith he made it a point to gladden the whole world, — 
what room could possibly be found for darker traits in a portrait made 
up of lineaments like these? This proper face was what he beheld in the 
looking-glass. This admirably arranged life was what he was conscious of 
in the progress of every day. Then, might not he claim to be its result and 
sum, and say to himself and the community, ^‘Behold Judge Pyncheon 
there’’? 

And allowing that, many, many years ago, in his early and reckless 
youth, he had committed some one wrong act, — or that, even now, the 
inevitable force of circumstances should occasionally make him do one 
questionable deed among a thousand praiseworthy, or, at least, blameless 
ones, — would you characterize the Judge by that one necessary deed, and 
that half-forgotten act, and let it overshadow the fair aspect of a life- 
time? What is there so ponderous in evil, that a thumb’s bigness of it 
should outweigh the mass of things not evil which were heaped into the 
other scale! This scale and balance system is a favorite one with people 
of Judge Pyncheon’s brotherhood. A hard, cold man, thus unfortunately 
situated, seldom or never looking inward, and resolutely taking his idea of 
himself from what purports to be his image as reflected in the mirror of 
public opinion, can scarcely arrive at true self-knowledge, except through 
loss of property and reputation. Sickness will not always help him do it; 
not always the death-hour ! 

But our affair now is with Judge Pyncheon as he stood confronting the 
fierce outbreak of Hepzibah’s wrath. Without premeditation, to her own 
surprise, and indeed terror, she had given vent, for once, to the inveteracy 
of her resentment, cherished against this kinsman for thirty years. 

Thus far the Judge’s countenance had expressed mild forbearance, — 
grave and almost gentle deprecation of his cousin’s unbecoming violence, 
— free and Christian-like forgiveness of the wrong inflicted by her words. 
But when those words were irrevocably spoken his look assumed stern- 
ness, the sense of power, and immitigable resolve; and this with so nat- 
ural and imperceptible a change, that it seemed as if the iron man had 
«tood there from the first, and the meek man not at all. The effect was 
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as when the light, vapory clouds, with their soft coloring, suddenly vanish 
from the stony brow of a precipitous mountain, and leave there the frown 
which you at once feel to be eternal. Hepzibah almost adopted the insane 
belief that it was her old Puritan ancestor, and not the modern Judge, on 
whom she had just been wreaking the bitterness of her heart. Never did a 
man show stronger proof of the lineage attributed to him than Judge 
Pyncheon, at this crisis, by his unmistakable resemblance to the picture 
in the inner room. 

‘^Cousin Hepzibah,’' said he, very calmly, ‘^it is time to have done with 
this.” 

^With all my heart I” answered she. ^^Then, why do you persecute m 
any longer? Leave poor Clifford and me in peace. Neither of us desires 
anything better! ” 

“It is my purpose to see Clifford oefore I leave this house,” continued 
the Judge. “Do not act like a madwc man, Hepzibah ! I am his only friend, 
and an all-powerful one. Has it nev^ r occurred to you, — are you so blind 
as not to have seen, — that, withoui not merely my consent, but my ef- 
forts, my representations, the exeri ion of my whole influence, political, 
official, personal, Clifford would never have been what you call free? Did 
you think his release a triumph ovei me? Not so, my good cousin . not so, 
by any means! The furthest possible from that! No; but it was the ac- 
complishment of a purpose long entertained on my part. I set him free!” 

“You! ” answered Hepzibah. “I never will believe it ! He owed his dun- 
geon to you ; his freedom to God’s providence! ” 

“I set him free!” reaffirmed Judge Pyncheon, with the calmest com- 
posure. “And I came hither now to decide whether he shall retain his free- 
dom. It will depend upon himself. For this purpose, I must see him.” 

“Never! — it would drive him mad! ” exclaimed Hepzibah, but with an 
irresoluteness sufficiently perceptible to the keen eye of the Judge; for, 
without the slightest faith in his good intentions, she knew not whether 
there was most to dread in yielding or resistance. “And why should you 
wish to see this wretched, broken man, who retains hardly a fraction of 
his intellect, and will hide even that from an eye which has no love in it?” 

“He shall see love enough in mine, if that be all! ” said the Judge, with 
well-grounded confidence in the benignity of his aspect. “But, Cousin 
Hepzibah, you confess a great deal, and very much to the purpose. Now, 
listen, and I will frankly explain my reasons for insisting on this inter- 
view. At the death, thirty years since, of our uncle Jaffrey, it was found, 
— I know not whether the circumstance ever attracted much of your at- 
tention, among the sadder interests that clustered round that event, — but 
it was found that his visible estate, of every kind, fell far short of any 
estimate ever made of it. He was supposed to be immensely rich. Nobody 
doubted that he stood among the weightiest men of his day. It was one 
of his eccentricities, however, — and not altogether a folly, neither, — to 
conceal the amount of his property by making distant and foreign invest- 
ments, perhaps under other names than his own, and by various means, 
familiar enough to capitalists, but unnecessary here to be specified. By 
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Unde Jaffrey^s last will and testament, as you are aware, his entire prop- 
erty was bequeathed to me, with the single exception of a life interest to 
yourself in this old family mansion, and the strip of patrimonial estate 
remaining attached to it/’ 

‘^And do you seek to deprive us of that?” asked Hepzibah, unable to 
restrain her bitter contempt. ‘^Is this your price for ceasing to persecute 
poor Clifford?” 

“Certainly not, my dear cousin!” answered the Judge, smiling benev- 
olently. “On the contrary, as you must do me the justice to own, I have 
constantly expressed my readiness to double or treble your resources, 
whenever you should make up your mind to accept any kindness of that 
nature at the hands of your kinsman. No, no! But here lies the gist of 
the matter. Of my uncle’s unquestionably great estate, as I have said, 
not the half — no, not one third, as I am fully convinced — was apparent 
after his death. Now, I have the best possible reasons for believing that 
your brother Clifford can give me a clew to the recovery of the re- 
mainder.” 

“Clifford! — Clifford know of any hidden wealth? — Clifford have it in 
his power to make you rich?” cried the old gentlewoman, affected with a 
sense of something like ridicule, at the idea. “Impossible! You deceive 
yourself ! It is really a thing to laugh at ! ” 

“It is as certain as that I stand here!” said Judge Pyncheon, striking 
nis gold-headed cane on the floor, and at the same time stamping his foot, 
as if to express his conviction the more forcibly by the whole emphasis of 
his substantial person. “Clifford told me so himself ! ” 

“No, no!” exclaimed Hepzibah, incredulously. ‘“You are dreaming, 
Cousin Jaffrey ! ” 

“I do not belong to the dreaming class of men,” said the Judge, quietly. 
“Some months before my uncle’s death, Clifford boasted to me of the pos- 
session of the secret of incalculable wealth. His purpose was to taunt me, 
and excite my curiosity. I know it well. But, from a pretty distinct recol- 
lection of the particulars of our conversation, I am thoroughly convinced 
that there was truth in what he said. Clifford, at this moment, if he 
chooses, — and choose he must! — can inform me where to find the sched- 
ule, the documents, the evidences, in whatever shape they exist, of the 
vast amount of Uncle Jaffrey ’s missing property. He has the secret. His 
boast was no idle word. It had a directness, an emphasis, a particularity, 
that showed a backbone of solid meaning within the mystery of his ex- 
pression.” 

“But what could have been Clifford’s object,” asked Hepzibah, “in 
concealing it so long?” 

“It was one of the bad impulses of our fallen nature,” replied the 
Judge, turning up his eyes. “He looked upon me as his enemy. He con- 
sidered me as the cause of his overwhelming disgrace, his imminent peril 
of death, his irretrievable ruin. There was no great probability, there- 
fore, of his volunteering information, out of his dungeon, that should ele- 
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vate me still higher on the ladder of prosperity. But the moment has now 
come when he must give up his secret.’’ 

^^And what if he should refuse?” inquired Hepzibah. ‘'Or, — as I stead- 
fastly believe, — what if he has no knowledge of this wealth?” 

"My dear cousin,” said Judge Pyncheon, with a quietude which he had 
the power of making more formidable than any violence, "since your 
brother’s return, I have taken the precaution (a highly proper one in the 
near kinsman and natural guardian of an individual so situated) to have 
his deportment and habits constantly and carefully overlooked. Your 
neighbors have been eye-witnesses t o whatever has passed in the garden. 
The butcher, the baker, the fish-monger, some of the customers of your 
shop, and many a prying old woman , have told me several of the secrets of 
your interior. A still larger circle — 1 myself, among the rest — can testify 
to his extravagances at the arched window. Thousands beheld him, a 
week or two ago, on the point of flinging himself thence into the street. 
From all this testimony, I am led to apprehend — reluctantly, and with 
deep grief — that Clifford’s misfor unes have so affected his intellect, 
never very strong, that he cannot safely remain at large. The alternative, 
you must be aware, — and its adop ion will depend entirely on the deci- 
sion which I am now about to make, — the alternative is his confinement, 
probably for the remainder of his life, in a public asylum for persons in 
his unfortunate state of mind.” 

"You cannot mean it! ” shrieked Hepzibah. 

"vShould my cousin Clifford,” continued Judge Pyncheon, wholly un- 
disturbed, "from mere malice, and hatred of one whose interests ought 
naturally to be dear to him, — a mode of passion that, as often as any 
other, indicates mental disease, — should he refuse me the information so 
important to myself, and which he assuredly possesses, I shall consider it 
the one needed jot of evidence to satisfy my mind of his insanity. And, 
once sure of the course pointed out by conscience, you know me too well, 
Cousin Hepzibah, to entertain a doubt that I shall pursue it.” 

"O, Jaffrey, — Cousin Jaffrey!” cried Hepzibah, mournfully, not pas- 
sionately, "it is you that are diseased in mind, not Clifford! You have 
forgotten that a woman was your mother! — that you have had sisters, 
brothers, children of your own! — or that there ever was affection between 
man and man, or pity from one man to another, in this miserable world! 
Else, how could you have dreamed of this? You are not young. Cousin 
Jaffrey! — ^no, nor middle-aged, — but already an old man! The hair is 
white upon your head! How many years have you to live? Are you not 
rich enough for that little time? Shall you be hungry — shall you lack 
clothes, or a roof to shelter you, — between this point and the grave? No! 
but, with the half of what you now possess, you could revel in costly food 
and wines, and build a house twice as splendid as you now inhabit, and 
make a far greater show to the world, — and yet leave riches to your only 
son, to make him bless the hour of your death! Then, why should you do 
this cruel, cruel thing? — so mad a thing, that I know not whether to call 
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it wicked! Alas, Cousin Jaffrey, this hard and grasping spirit has run in 
our blood these two hundred years. You are but doing over again, in 
another shape, what your ancestor before you did, and sending down to 
your posterity the curse inherited from him! ” 

'Talk sense, Hepzibah, for Heaven’s sake!” exclaimed the Judge, with 
the impatience natural to a reasonable man, on hearing anything so utter- 
ly absurd as the above, in a discussion about matters of business. “I have 
told you my determination. I am not apt to change. Clifford must give up 
his secret or take the consequences. And let him decide quickly; for I 
have several affairs to attend to this morning, and an important dinner 
engagement with some political friends.” 

"Clifford has no secret!” answered Hepzibah. "And God will not let 
you do the thing you meditate ! ” 

"We shall see,” said the unmoved Judge. "Meanwhile, choose whether 
you will summon Clifford, and allow this business to be amicably settled 
by an interview between two kinsmen, or drive me to harsher measures, 
which I should be most happy to feel myself justified in avoiding. The 
responsibility is altogether on your part.” 

"You are stronger than I,” said Hepzibah, after a brief consideration; 
"and you have no pity in your strength! Clifford is not now insane; but 
the interview which you insist upon may go far to make him so. Never- 
theless, knowing you as I do, I believe it to be my best course to allow 
you to judge for yourself as to the improbability of his possessing any 
valuable secret. I will call Clifford. Be merciful in your dealings with 
him! — ^be far more merciful than your heart bids you be! — for God is 
looking at you, Jaffrey Pyncheon ! ” 

The Judge followed his cousin from the shop, where the foregoing con- 
versation had passed, into the parlor, and flung himself heavily into the 
great ancestral chair. Many a former Pyncheon had found repose in its 
capacious arms: rosy children, after their sports; young men, dreamy 
with love; grown men, weary with cares; old men, burdened with winters, 
— they had mused, and slumbered, and departed to a yet profounder 
sleep. It had been a long tradition, though a doubtful one, that this was 
the very chair, seated in which, the earliest of the Judge’s New England 
forefathers — he whose picture still hung upon the wall — had given a dead 
man’s silent and stern reception to the throng of distinguished guests. 
From that hour of evil omen until the present, it may be, — though we 
know not the secret of his heart, — ^but it may be that no wearier and sad- 
der man had ever sunk into the chair than this same Judge Pyncheon, 
whom we have just beheld so immitigably hard and resolute. Surely, it 
must have been at no slight cost that he had thus fortified his soul with 
iron. Such calmness is a mightier effort than the violence of weaker men. 
And there was yet a heavy task for him to do. Was it a little matter, — a 
trifle to be prepared for in a single moment, and to be rested from in 
another moment, — that he must now, after thirty years, encounter a kins- 
man risen from a living tomb, and wrench a secret from him, or else con- 
sign him to a living tomb again? 
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^‘Did you speak?” asked Hepzibah, looking in from the threshold of 
the parlor; for she imagined that the Judge had uttered some sound 
which she was anxious to interpret as a relenting impulse. thought you 
called me back.” 

‘‘No, no! ” gruffly answered Judge Pyncheon, with a harsh frown, while 
his brow grew almost a black purple, in the shadow of the room. “Why 
should I call you back? Time flies! Bid Clifford come to me! ” 

The Judge had taken his watch from his vest-pocket and now held it in 
his hand, measuring the interval which was to ensue before the appear- 
ance of Clifford. 


XVI 

Clifford s Chamber 

Never had the old house appeared so dismal to poor Hepzibah as when 
she departed on that wretched errand. There was a strange aspect in it. 
As she trod along the foot-worn passages, and opened one crazy door 
after another, and ascended the creaking staircase, she gazed wistfully 
and fearfully around. It would have been no marvel, to her excited mind, 
if, behind or beside her, there had been the rustle of dead people s gar- 
ments, or pale visages awaiting her on the landing-place above. Her nerves 
were set all ajar by the scene of passion and terror through which she had 
just struggled. Her colloquy with Judge Pyncheon, who so perfectly rep- 
resented the person and attributes of the founder of the family, had called 
back the dreary past. It weighed upon her heart. Whatever she had heard, 
from lengendary aunts and grandmothers, concerning the good or evil 
fortunes of the Pyncheons, — stories which had heretofore been kept warm 
in her remembrance by the chimney-corner glow that was associated with 
them, — now recurred to her, sombre, ghastly, cold, like most passages of 
family history, when brooded over in melancholy mood. The whole 
seemed little else but a series of calamity, reproducing itself in successive 
generations, with one general hue, and varying in little, save the outline. 
But Hepzibah now felt as if the Judge, and Clifford, and herself, — they 
three together, — ^were on the point of adding another incident to the an- 
nals of the house, with a bolder relief of wrong and sorrow, which would 
cause it to stand out from all the rest. Thus it is that the grief of the pass- 
ing moment takes upon itself an individuality, and a character of climax, 
which it is destined to lose after a while, and to fade into the dark gray 
tissue common to the grave or glad events of many years ago. It is but for 
a moment, comparatively, that anything looks strange or startling, — a 
truth that has the bitter and the sweet in it. 
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But Hepzibah could not rid herself of the sense of something unpre* 
cedented at that instant passing and soon to be accomplished. Her nerves 
were in a shake. Instinctively she paused before the arched window, and 
looked out upon the street, in order to seize its permanent objects with 
her mental grasp, and thus to steady herself from the reel and vibration 
which affected her more immediate sphere. It brought her up, as we may 
say, with a kind of shock, when she beheld everything under the same 
appearance as the day before, and numberless preceding days, except for 
the difference between sunshine and sullen storm. Her eyes travelled along 
the street, from doorstep to doorstep, noting the wet sidewalks, with here 
and there a puddle in hollows that had been imperceptible until filled 
with water. She screwed her dim optics to their acutest point, in the hope 
of making out, with greater distinctness, a certain window, where she half 
saw, half guessed, that a tailor’s seamstress was sitting at her work. Hep- 
zibah flung herself upon that unknown woman’s companionship, even 
thus far off. Then she was attracted by a chaise rapidly passing, and 
watched its moist and glistening top, and its splashing wheels, until it 
had turned the corner, and refused to carry any further her idly trifling, 
because appalled and overburdened, mind. When the vehicle had disap- 
peared, she allowed herself still another loitering moment; for the 
patched figure of good Uncle Venner was now visible, coming slowly from 
the head of the street downward, with a rheumatic limp, because the east 
wind had got into his joints. Hepzibah wished that he would pass yet 
more slowly, and befriend her shivering solitude a little longer. Anything 
that would take her out of the grievous present, and interpose human 
beings betwixt herself and what was nearest to her, — whatever would 
defer for an instant, the inevitable errand on which she was bound, — all 
such impediments were welcome. Next to the lightest heart, the heaviest 
is apt to be most playful. 

Hepzibah had little hardihood for her own proper pain and far less for 
what she must inflict on Clifford. Of so slight a nature, and so shattered 
by his previous calamities, it could not well be short of utter ruin to 
bring him face to face with the hard, relentless man, who had been his 
evil destiny through life. Even had there been no bitter recollections, nor 
any hostile interest now at stake between them, the mere natural repug- 
nance of the more sensitive system to the massive, weighty, and unim- 
pressible one, must, in itself, have been disastrous to the former. It would 
be like flinging a porcelain vase, with already a crack in it, against a gran- 
ite column. Never before had Hepzibah so adequately estimated the pow- 
erful character of her cousin Jaffrey, — powerful by intellect, energy of 
will, the long habit of acting among men, and, as she believed, by his un- 
scrupulous pursuit of selfish ends through evil means. It did but increase 
the difficulty that Judge Pyncheon was under a delusion as to the secret 
which he supposed Clifford to possess. Men of his strength of purpose, 
and customary sagacity, if they chance to adopt a mistaken opinion in 
practical matters, so wedge it and fasten it among things known to be 
true, that to wrench it out of their minds is hardly less difficult than pull- 
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ing up an oak. Thus, as the Judge required an impossibility of Clifford, 
the latter, as he could not perform it, must needs perish. For what, in 
the grasp of a man like this, was to become of Clifford’s soft poetic nature, 
that never should have had a task more stubborn than to set a life of 
beautiful enjoyment to the flow and rhythm of musical cadences! Indeed, 
what had become of it already? Broken! Blighted! All but annihilated! 
Soon to be wholly so ! 

For a moment, the thought crossed Hepzibah’s mind, whether Clifford 
might not really have such knowledge of their deceased uncle’s vanished 
estate as the Judge imputed to him. She remembered some vague intima- 
tions, on her brother’s part, which — if the supposition were not essentially 
preposterous — might have been so interpreted. There had been schemes 
of travel and residence abroad, day dreams of brilliant life at home, and 
splendid castles in the air, which it \vould have required boundless wealth 
to build and realize. Had this wealtl been in her power, how gladly would 
Hepzibah have bestowed it all upon her iron-hearted kinsman, to buy for 
Clifford the freedom and seclusion c^f the desolate old house' But she be- 
lieved that her brother’s schemes v/ere as destitute of actual substance 
and purpose as a child’s pictures of its future life, while sitting in a little 
chair by its mother’s knee. Clifford had none but shadowy gold at his 
command; and it was not the stuff to satisfy Judge Pyncheon! 

Was there no help, in their extremity? It seemed strange that there 
should be none, with a city round about her. It would be so easy to throw 
up the window, and send forth a shriek, at the strange agony of which 
everybody would come hastening to the rescue, well understanding it to 
be the cry of a human soul, at some dreadful crisis! But how wild, how 
almost laughable, the fatality, — ^and yet how continually it comes to pass, 
thought Hepzibah, in this dull delirium of a world, — that whosoever, and 
with however kindly a purpose, should come to help, they would be sure 
to help the strongest side! Might and wrong combined, like iron magnet- 
ized, are endowed with irresistible attraction. There would be Judge Pyn- 
cheon, — a person eminent in the public view, of high station and great 
wealth, a philanthropist, a member of Congress and of the church, and 
intimately associated with whatever else bestows good name, — so impos- 
mg, in these advantageous lights, that Hepzibah herself could hardly help 
shrinking from her own conclusions as to his hollow integrity. The Judge, 
on one side! And who, on the other? The guilty Clifford! Once a byword! 
Now, an indistinctly remembered ignominy! 

Nevertheless, in spite of this perception that the Judge would draw all 
human aid to his own behalf, Hepzibah was so unaccustomed to act for 
herself, that the least word of counsel would have swayed her to any mode 
of action. Little Phcebe Pyncheon would at once have lighted up the 
whole scene, if not by any available suggestion, yet simply by the warm 
vivacity of her character. The idea of the artist occurred to Hepzibah. 
Young and unknown, mere vagrant adventurer as he was, she had been 
conscious of a force in Holgrave which might well adapt him to be th^ 
champion of a crisis. With this thought in her mind, she unbolted a door, 
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tobwebbed and long disused, but which had served as a former medium 
of communication between her own part of the house and the gable where 
the wandering daguerreotypist had now established his temporary home. 
He was not there. A book, face downward, on the table, a roll of manu- 
script, a half-written sheet, a newspaper, some tools of his present occupa- 
tion, and several rejected daguerreotypes, conveyed an impression as he 
were close at hand. But, at this period of the day, as Hepzibah might 
have anticipated, the artist was at his public rooms. With an impulse of 
idle curiosity, that flickered among her heavy thoughts, she looked at one 
of the daguerreotypes, and beheld Judge P3mcheon frowning at her. Fate 
stared her in the face. She turned back from her fruitless quest, with a 
heart-sinking sense of disappointment. In all her years of seclusion, she 
had never felt, as now, what it was to be alone. It seemed as if the house 
stood in a desert, or, by some spell, was made invisible to those who dwelt 
around, or passed beside it; so that any mode of misfortune, miserable 
accident, or crime might happen in it without the possibility of aid. In 
her grief and wounded pride, Hepzibah had spent her life in divesting 
herself of friends; she had wilfully cast off the support which God has or- 
dained his creatures to need from one another; and it was now her pun^ 
ishment, that Clifford and herself would fall the easier victims to their 
kindred enemy. 

Returning to the arched window, she lifted her eyes, — scowling, poor, 
dim-sighted Hepzibah, in the face of Heaven! — and strove hard to send 
up a prayer through the dense gray pavement of clouds. Those mists had 
gathered, as if to symbolize a great, brooding mass of human trouble, 
doubt, confusion, and chill indifference, between earth and the better re- 
gions. Her faith was too weak; the prayer too heavy to be thus uplifted. 
It fell back, a lump of lead, upon her heart. It smote her with the wretch- 
ed conviction that Providence intermeddled not in these petty wrongs of 
one individual to his fellow, nor had any balm for these little agonies of a 
solitary soul; but shed its justice, and its mercy, in a broad, sunlike 
sweep, over half the universe at once. Its vastness made it nothing. But 
Hepzibah did not see that, just as there comes a warm sunbeam into 
‘ivery cottage window, so comes a lovebeam of God^s care and pity for 
e.very separate need. 

At last, finding no other pretext for deferring the torture that she was 
lo inflict on Clifford, — ^her reluctance to which was the true cause of her 
loitering at the window, her search for the artist, and even her abortive 
prayer, — dreading, also, to hear the stern voice of Judge Pyncheon from 
below stairs, chiding her delay, — she crept slowly, a pale, grief-stricken 
figure, a dismal shape of woman, with almost torpid limbs, slowly to her 
brother’s door, and knocked! 

There was no reply! 

And how should there have been? Her hand, tremulous with the 
shrinking purpose which directed it, had smitten so feebly against the 
door that the sound could hardly have gone inward. She knocked again. 
Still, no response! Nor was it to be wondered at. She had struck with the 
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entire force of her heart’s vibration, communicating, by some subtile 
magnetism, her own terror to the summons. Clifford would turn his face 
to the pillow, and cover his head beneath the bedclothes, like a startled 
child at midnight. She knocked a third time, three regular strokes, gently, 
but perfectly distinct, and with meaning in them ; for, modulate it with 
what cautious art we will, the hand cannot help playing some tune of 
what we feel, upon the senseless wood. 

Clifford returned no answer. 

^'Clifford! dear brother! ” said Hepzibah. “Shall I come in?” 

A silence. 

Two or three times, and more, Hepzibah repeated his name, without 
result; till, thinking her brother’s sleep unwontedly profound, she undid 
the door, and entering, found the :hamber vacant. How could he have 
come forth, and when, without hei knowledge? Was it possible that, in 
spite of the stormy day, and worn ( ut with the irksomeness within doors, 
he had betaken himself to his cust imary haunt in the garden, and was 
now shivering under the cheerless shelter of the summer-house? She hast- 
ily threw up a window, thrust fort h her turbaned head and the half of 
her gaunt figure, and searched the v, hole garden through, as completely as 
her dim vision would allow. She could see the interior of the summer- 
house, and its circular seat, kept moist by the droppings of the roof. It 
had no occupant. Clifford was not thereabouts; unless, indeed, he had 
crept for concealment (as, for a moment, Hepzibah fancied might be the 
case) into a great, wet mass of tangled and broad-leaved shadow, where 
the squash-vines were clambering tumultuously upon an old wooden 
framework, set casually aslant against the fence. This could not be, how- 
ever; he was not there; for, while Hepzibah was looking, a strange grim- 
alkin stole forth from the very spot, and picked his way across the gar- 
den. Twice he paused to snuff the air, and then anew directed his course 
towards the parlor window. Whether it was only on account of the steal- 
thy, prying manner common to the race, or that this cat seemed to have 
more than ordinary mischief in his thoughts, the old gentlewoman, in 
spite of her much perplexity, felt an impulse to drive the animal away, 
and accordingly flung down a window-stick. The cat stared up at her, 
like a detected thief or murderer, and, the next instant, took to flight. No 
other living creature was visible in the garden. Chanticleer and his family 
had either not left their roost, disheartened by the interminable rain, or 
had done the next wisest thing, by seasonably returning to it. Hepzibah 
closed the window. 

But where was Clifford? Could it be that, aware of the presence of his 
Evil Destiny, he had crept silently down the staircase, while the Judge 
and Hepzibah stood talking in the shop, and had softly undone the fasten- 
ings of the outer door, and made his escape into the street? With that 
thought, she seemed to behold his gray, wrinkled, yet childlike aspect, in 
the old-fashioned garments which he wore about the house; a figure such 
as one sometimes imagines himself to be, with the world’s eye upon him, 
in a troubled dream. This figure of her wretched brother would go wan- 
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dering through the city, attracting all eyes, and everybody's wonder and 
repugnance, like a ghost, the more to be shuddered at because visible at 
noontide. To incur the ridicule of the younger crowd, that knew him not, 
— the harsher scorn and indignation of a few old men, who might recall 
his once familiar features! To be the sport of boys, who, when old enough 
to run about the streets, have no more reverence for what is beautiful and 
holy, nor pity for what is sad, — no more sense of sacred misery, sanctify- 
ing the human shape in which it embodies itself, — than if Satan were the 
father of them all! Goaded by their taunts, their loud, shrill cries, and 
cruel laughter, — insulted by the filth of the public ways, which they 
would fling upon him, — or, as it might well be, distracted by the mere 
strangeness of his situation, though nobody should afflict him with so 
much as a thoughtless word, — ^what wonder if Clifford were to break into 
some wild extravagance which was certain to be interpreted as lunacy? 
Thus Judge Pyncheon’s fiendish scheme would be ready accomplished to 
his hands! 

Then Hepzibah reflected that the town was almost completely water- 
girdled. The wharves stretched out towards the centre of the harbor, and, 
in this inclement weather, were deserted by the ordinary throng of mer- 
chants, laborers, and sea-faring men; each wharf a solitude, with the ves- 
sels moored stem and stern, along its misty length. Should her brother's 
aimless footsteps stray thitherward, and he but bend, one moment, over 
the deep, black tide, would he not bethink himself that here was the sure 
refuge within his reach, and that, with a single step, or the slightest over- 
balance of his body, he might be forever beyond his kinsman’s gripe? Oh, 
the temptation! To make of his ponderous sorrow a security! To sink, 
with its leaden weight upon him, and never rise again ! 

The horror of this last conception was too much for Hepzibah. Even 
Jaffrey Pyncheon must help her now! She hastened down the staircase, 
shrieking as she went. 

“Clifford is gone!” she cried. “I cannot find my brother! Help, Jaffrey 
Pyncheon ! Some harm will happen to him ! ” 

She threw open the parlor-door. But, what with the shade of branches 
across the windows, and the smoke-blackened ceiling, and the dark oak- 
panelling of the walls, there was hardly so much daylight in the room that 
Hepzibali’s imperfect sight could accurately distinguish the Judge’s fig- 
ure. She was certain, however, that she saw him sitting in the ancestral 
armchair, near the centre of the floor, with his face somewhat averted, 
and looking towards a window. So firm and quiet is the nervous system of 
such men as Judge Pyncheon, that he had perhaps stirred not more than 
once since her departure, but, in the hard composure of his temperament, 
retained the position into which accident had thrown him. 

“I tell you, Jaffrey,” cried Hepzibah, impatiently, as she turned from 
the parlor-door to search other rooms, “my brother is not in his chamber! 
You must help me seek him I ” 

But Judge Pyncheon was not the man to let himself be startled from 
an easy-chair with haste ill-befitting either the dignity of his character or 
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his broad personal basis, by the alarm of an hysteric woman. Yet, con- 
sidering his own interest in the matter, he might have bestirred himself 
with a little more alacrity. 

‘‘Do you hear me, Jaffrey Pyncheon?” screamed Hepzibah, as she 
again approached the parlor-door, after an ineffectual search elsewhere. 
“Clifford is gone!’’ 

At this instant, on the threshold of the parlor, emerging from within, 
appeared Clifford himself I His face was preternaturally pale; so deadly 
white, indeed, that, through all the glimmering indistinctness of the 
passage-way, Hepzibah could discern his features, as if a light fell on 
them alone. Their vivid and wild expression seemed likewise sufficient to 
illuminate them ; it was an express on of scorn and mockery, coinciding 
with the emotions indicated by his gesture. As Clifford stood on the thres- 
hold, partly turning back, he poin ed his finger within the parlor, and 
shook it slowly as though he would lave summoned, not Hepzibah alone, 
but the whole world, to gaze at some object inconceivably ridiculous. 
This action, so ill-timed and extravagant, — accompanied, too, with a look 
that showed more like joy than any 3ther kind of excitement, — compelled 
Hepzibah to dread that her stern kinsman ^s ominous visit had driven her 
poor brother to absolute insanity. Yor could she otherwise account for 
the Judge’s quiescent mood than by supposing him craftily on the watch, 
while Clifford developed these symptoms of a distracted mind. 

“Be quiet, Clifford!” whispered his sister, raising her hand to impress 
caution. “Oh, for Heaven s sake, be quiet!” 

“Let him be quiet! What can he do better?” answered Clifford, with a 
still wilder gesture, pointing into the room which we had just quitted. “As 
for us, Hepzibah, we can dance now! — we can sing, laugh, play, do what 
we will ! The weight is gone, Hepzibah ! it is gone off this weary old world, 
and we may be as light-hearted as little Phoebe herself! ” 

And, in accordance with his words, he began to laugh, still pointing his 
finger at the object, invisible to Hepzibah, within the parlor. She was 
seized with a sudden intuition of some horrible thing. She thrust herself 
past Clifford, and disappeared into the room; but almost immediately 
returned, with a cry choking in her throat. Gazing at her brother with an 
affrighted glance of inquiry, she beheld him all in a tremor and a quake, 
from head to foot, while, amid these commoted elements of passion oi 
alarm, still flickered his gusty mirth. 

“My God! what is to become of us?” gasped Hepzibah. 

“Come!” said Clifford, in a tone of brief decision, most unlike what 
Was usual with him. “We stay here too long! Let us leave the old house 
to our cousin Jaffrey! He will take good care of it! ” 

Hepzibah now noticed that Clifford had on a cloak, — a garment of 
long ago, — in which he had constantly muffled himself during these days 
of easterly storm. He beckoned with his hand, and intimated, so far as 
she could comprehend him, his purpose that they should go together from 
the house. There are chaotic, blind, or drunken moments, in the lives of 
persons who lack real force of character, — moments of test, in which 
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courage would most assert itself, — ^but where these individuals, if left ta 
themselves, stagger aimlessly along, or follow implicitly whatever guid- 
ance may befall them, even if it be a child’s. No matter how preposterous 
or insane, a purpose is a God-send to them. Hepzibah had reached this 
point. Unaccustomed to action or responsibility, — full of horror at what 
she had seen, and afraid to inquire, or almost to imagine, how il had 
come to pass, — affrighted at the fatality which seemed to pursue her 
Drother, — stupefied by the dim, thick, stifling atmosphere of dread, which 
filled the house as with a death-smell, and obliterated all definiteness of 
thought, — she yielded without a question, and on the instant, to the will 
which Clifford expressed. For herself, she was like a person in a dream, 
when the will always sleeps. Clifford, ordinarily so destitute of this fac- 
ulty, had found it in the tension of the crisis. 

‘'Why do you delay so?” cried he, sharply. 'Tut on your cloak and 
hood, or whatever it pleases you to wear! No matter what; you cannot 
look beautiful nor brilliant, my poor Hepzibah! Take your purse, with 
money in it, and come along! ” 

Hepzibah obeyed these instructions, as if nothing else were to be done 
or thought of. She began to wonder, it is true, why she did not wake up, 
and at what still more intolerable pitch of dizzy trouble her spirit would 
struggle out of the maze, and make her conscious that nothing of ail thi^; 
had actually happened. Of course it was* not real; no such black, easterly 
day as this had yet begun to be ; Judge Pyncheon had not talked with her ; 
Clifford had not laughed, pointed, beckoned her away with him; but she 
had merely been afflicted — as lonely sleepers often are — ^with a great deal 
of unreasonable misery, in a morning dream! 

"Now — now — I shall certainly awake!” thought Hepzibah, as she 
went to and fro, making her little preparations. "I can bear it no longer! 
X must wake up now! ” 

But it came not, that awakening moment! It came not, even when, just 
before they left the house, Clifford stole to the parlor-door, and made a 
parting obeisance to the sole occupant of the room. 

"What an absurd figure the old fellow cuts now! ” whispered he to Hep- 
zibah. "Just when he fancied he had me completely under his thumb! 
Come, come; make haste! or he will start up, like Giant Despair in pur- 
suit of Christian and Hopeful, and catch us yet! ” 

As they passed into the street, Clifford directed Hepzibah’s attention to 
something on one of the posts of the front door. It was merely the initials 
of his own name, which, with somewhat of his characteristic grace about 
the forms of the letters, he had cut there when a boy. The brother and 
sister departed, and left Judge Pyncheon sitting in the old home of his 
forefathers, all by himself ; so heavy and lumpish that we can liken him 
to nothing better than a defunct nightmare, which had perished in the 
midst of its wickedness, and left its flabby corpse on the breast of the tor- 
mented one, to ge gotten rid of as it might! 
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xvn 

The Flight of Two Owls 

Summer as it was, the east wind set poor Hepzibah^s few remaining teeth 
chattering m her head, as she and Clifford faced it, on their way up P5m- 
cheon Street, and towards the centre of the town. Not merely was it the 
shiver which this pitiless blast brought to her frame (although her feet 
and hands, especially, had never seemed so death-a-cold as now), but 
there was a moral sensation, mingli.ig itself with the physical chill, and 
causing her to shake more in spiri than in body. The world’s broad, 
bleak atmosphere was all so comforiless! Such, indeed, is the im[)ression 
which it makes on every new adven urer, even if he plunge into ?t while 
the warmest tide of life is bubbling t irough his veins. WHiat, then, must it 
have been to Hepzibah and Clifford — so time-stricken as they were, yet 
so like children in their inexperien :e, — as they left the doorstep, and 
passed from beneath the wide shelte r of the Pyncheon Elm! They were 
wandering all abroad, on precisely such a pilgrimage as a child often 
meditates, to the world’s end, with perhaps a sixpence and a biscuit in his 
pocket. In Hepzibah’s mind, there was the wretched consciousness of be- 
ing adrift. She had lost the faculty of self-guidance; but, in view of the 
difficulties around her, felt it hardly worth an effort to regain it, and was, 
moreover, incapable of making one. 

As they proceeded on their strange expedition she now and then cast a 
look sidelong at Clifford, and could not but observe that he was possessed 
and swayed by a powerful excitement. It was this, indeed, that gave him 
the control which he had at once, and so irresistibly, established over his 
movements. It not a little resembled the exhilaration of wine. Or, it might 
more fancifully be compared to a joyous piece of music, played with wild 
vivacity, but upon a disordered instrument. As the cracked jarring note 
might always be heard, and as it jarred loudest amid the loftiest exulta- 
tion of the melody, so was there a continual quake through Clifford, caus- 
ing him most to quiver while he wore a triumphant smile, and seemed 
almost under a necessity to skip in his gait. 

They met few people abroad, even on passing from the retired neigh- 
borhood of the House of the Seven Gables into what was ordinarily the 
more thronged and busier portion of the town. Glistening sidew^alks, with 
little pools of rain, here and there, along their unequal surface; umbrellas 
displayed ostentatiously in the shop-windows, as if the life of trade had 
concentred itself in that one article; wet leaves of the horse-chestnut of 
ehn-trees, torn off untimely by the blast and scattered along the public 
way; an unsightly accumulation of mud in the middle of the street, which 
perversely grew the more unclean for its long and laborious washing, — 
these were the more definable points of a very sombre picture. In the way 
of movement, and human life, there was the hasty rattle of a cab o^ 
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coach, its driver protected by a water-proof cap over his head and shoul- 
ders; the forlorn figure of an old man, who seemed to have crept out of 
some subterranean sewer, and was stooping along the kennel, and poking 
the wet rubbish with a stick, in quest of rusty nails; a merchant or two, at 
the door of the post-office, together with an editor, and a miscellaneous 
politician, awaiting a dilatory mail; a few visages of retired sea-captains 
at the window of an insurance office, looking out vacantly at the vacant 
street, blaspheming at the weather, and fretting at the dearth as well of 
public news as local gossip. What a treasure-trove to these venerable 
quidnuncs, could they have guessed the secret which Hepzibah and Clif- 
ford were carrying along with theml But their two figures attracted 
hardly so much notice as that of a young girl, who passed at the same in- 
stant, and happened to raise her skirt a trifle too high above her ankles. 
Had it been a sunny and cheerful day, they could hardly have gone 
through the streets without making themselves obnoxious to remark. 
Now, probably, they were felt to be in keeping with the dismal and bitter 
weather, and therefore did not stand out in strong relief; as if the sun 
were shining on them, but melted into the gray gloom and were forgotten 
as soon as gone. 

Poor Hepzibah I Could she have understood this fact, it would have 
brought her some little comfort; for, to all her other troubles, — ^strange to 
say! — there was added the womanish and old-maiden-like misery arising 
from a sense of unseemliness in her attire. Thus, she was fain to shrink 
deeper into herself, as it were, as if in the hope of making people sup- 
pose that here was only a cloak and hood, threadbare and wofully faded, 
taking an airing in the midst of the storm, without any wearer! 

As they went on, the feeling of indistinctness and unreality kept dimly 
hovering round about her, and so diffusing itself into her system that one 
of her hands was hardly palpable to the touch of the other. Any cer- 
tainty would have been preferable to this. She whispered to herself, again 
and again, “Am I awake? — Am I awake?” and sometimes exposed her 
face to the chill spatter of the wind, for the sake of its rude assurance that 
she was. Whether it was Clifford's purpose, or only chance, had led them 
thither, they now found themselves passing beneath the arched entrance 
of a large structure of gray stone. Within, there was spacious breadth, 
and an airy height from floor to roof, now partially filled with smoke and 
steam, which eddied voluminously upward and formed a mimic cloud- 
region over their heads. A train of cars was just ready for a start; the lo- 
comotive was fretting and fuming, like a steed impatient for a headlong 
rush; and the bell rang out its hasty peal, so well expressing the brief 
summons which life vouchsafes to us in its hurried career. Without ques- 
tion or delay, — with the irresistible decision, if not rather to be called 
recklessness, which had so strangely taken possession of him, and through 
him of Hepzibah, — Clifford impelled her towards the cars, and assisted 
her to enter. The signal was given; the engine puffed forth its short, quick 
breaths; the train began its movement; and, along with a hundred other 
passengers, these two unwonted travellers sped onward like the wind. 
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At last, therefore, and after so long estrangement from everything that 
the world acted or enjoyed, they had been drawn into the great current 
of human life, and were swept away with it, as by the suction of fate itself. 

Still haunted with the idea that not one of the past incidents, inclusive 
of Judge Pyncheon’s visit, could be real, the recluse of the Seven Gables 
murmured in her brother’s ear, — 

“Clifford! Clifford! Is not this a dream?” 

“A dream, Hepzibah!” repeated he, almost laughing in her face. “On 
the contrary, I have never been awake before! ” 

Meanwhile, looking from the window, they could see the world racing 
past them. At one moment, they were rattling through a solitude; the 
next, a village had grown up around them; a few breaths more, and it 
had vanished, as if swallowed by an earthquake. The spires of meeting- 
houses seemed set adrift from their foundations; the broad-based hills 
glided away. Everything was unfix< d from its age-long rest, and moving 
at whirlwind speed in a direction op} osite to their own. 

Within the car there was the usunl interior life of the railroad, offering 
little to the observation of other pi ssengers, but full of novelty for this 
pair of strangely enfranchised prise ners. It was novelty enough, indeed, 
that there were fifty human beings m close relation with them, under one 
long and narrow roof, and drawn onward by the same mighty influence 
that had taken their two selves into its grasp. It seemed marvellous how 
all these people could remain so quietly in their seats, while so much noisy 
strength was at work in their behalf. Some, with tickets in their hats (long 
travellers these, before whom lay a hundred miles of railroad), had 
plunged into the English scenery and adventures of pamphlet novels, and 
were keeping company with dukes and earls. Others, whose briefer span 
forbade their devoting themselves to studies so abstruse, beguiled the lit- 
tle tedium of the way with penny-papers. A party of girls, and one young 
man, on opposite sides of the car, found huge amusement in a game of 
ball. They tossed it to and fro, with peals of laughter that might be meas- 
ured by mile-lengths ; for, faster than the nimble ball could fly, the merry 
players fled unconsciously along, leaving the trail of their mirth afar be- 
hind, and ending their game under another sky than had witnessed its 
commencement. Boys, with apples, cakes, candy, and rolls of variously 
tinctured lozenges, — merchandise that reminded Hepzibah of her de- 
serted shop, — appeared at each momentary stopping-place, doing up 
their business in a hurry, or breaking it short off, lest the market should 
ravish them away with it. New people continually entered. Old acquaint- 
ances — for such they soon grew to be, in this rapid current of affairs — 
continually departed. Here and there, amid the rumble and the tumult 
sat one asleep. Sleep; sport; business; graver or lighter study; and the 
common and inevitable movement onward! It was life itself! 

Clifford’s naturally poignant sympathies were all aroused. He caught 
the color of what was passing about him, and threw it back more vividly 
than he received it, but mixed, nevertheless, with a lurid and portentous 
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hue. Hepzibah, on the other hand, felt herself more apart from human 
kind than even in the seclusion which she had just quitted. 

^Tou are not happy, Hepzibah!’^ said Clifford, apart, in a tone of re- 
proach. “You are thinking of that dismal old house, and of Cousin Jaf- 
frey,” — ^here came the quake through him, — “and of Cousin Jaffrey sit- 
ting there, all by himself! Take my advice, — follow my example, — anJ 
let such things slip aside. Here we are, in the world, Hepzibah! — in the 
midst of life! — in the throng of our fellow-beings! Let you and I be 
happy! As happy as that youth, and those pretty girls, at their game of 
balll’^ 

“Happy!’’ thought Hepzibah, bitterly conscious, at the word, of her 
dull and heavy heart, with the frozen pain in it, — “happy! He is mad 
already; and, if I could once feel myself broad awake, I should go mad 
too!” 

If a fixed idea be madness, she was perhaps not remote from it. Fast 
and far as they had rattled and clattered along the iron track, they might 
just as well, as regarded Hepzibah’s mental images, have been passing up 
and down Pyncheon Street. With miles and miles of varied scenery be- 
tween, there was no scene for her, save the seven old gable-peaks, with 
their moss, and the tuft of weeds in one of the angles, and the shop-win- 
dow, and a customer shaking the door, and compelling the little bell to 
jkigle fiercely, but without disturbing Judge Pyncheon! This one old 
house was everywhere! It transported its great, lumbering bulk with 
more than railroad speed, and set itself phlegmatically down on what- 
ever spot she glanced at. The quality of Hepzibah’s mind was too un- 
malleable to take new impressions so readily as Clifford’s He had a 
winged nature ; she was rather of the vegetable kind, and could hardly be 
kept long alive, if drawn up by the roots. Thus it happened that the rela- 
tion heretofore existing between her brother and herself was changed. At 
home, she was his guardian ; here, Clifford had become hers, and seemed 
to comprehend whatever belonged to their new position with a singular 
rapidity of intelligence. He had been startled into manhood and intellect- 
usd vigor; or, at least into a condition that resembled them, though it 
might be both diseased and transitory. 

The conductor now applied for their tickets; and Clifford, who had 
made himself the purse-bearer, put a bank-note into his hand, as he had 
observed others do. 

“For the lady and yourself?” asked the conductor. “And how far?” 

“As far as that will carry us,” said Clifford. “It is no great matter. We 
are riding for pleasure merely! ” 

“You choose a strange day for it, sir!” remarked a gimlet-eyed old 
gentleman, on the other side of the car, looking at Clifford and his com- 
panion, as if curious to make them out. “The best chance of pleasure, in 
an easterly rain, I take it, is in a man’s own house, with a nice little fire 
in the chimney.” 

“I cannot precisely agree with you,” said Clifford, courteously bowing 
to the old gentleman, and at once taking up the clew of conversation 
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which the latter had proffered. “It had just occurred to me, on the con- 
trary, that this admirable invention of the railroad — with the vast and 
inevitable improvements to be looked for, both as to speed and conven- 
ience — is destined to do away with those stale ideas of home and fireside, 
and substitute something better.’’ 

“In the name of common-sense,” asked the old gentleman, rather test- 
ily, “what can be better for a man than his own parlor and chimney- 
corner?” 

“These things have not the merit which many good people attribute to 
them,” replied Clifford. “They may be said, in few and pithy words, to 
have ill served a poor purpose. My impression is, that our wonderfully 
increased and still increasing facilities of locomotion are destined to bring 
us round again to the nomadic state You are aware, my dear sii*, — ^you 
must have observed it in your own experience, — that all human progress 
is in a circle; or, to use a more accurate and beautiful figure, in an ascend- 
ing spiral curve. While we fancy oi rselves going straight forward, and 
attaining, at every step, an entirely new position of affairs, we do actually 
return to something long ago tried an 1 abandoned, but which we now find 
etherealized, refined, and perfected lo its ideal. The past is but a coarse 
and sensual prophecy of the present and the future. To apply this truth 
to the topic now under discussion. la the early epochs of our race, men 
dwelt in temporary huts, of bowers of branches, as easily constructed as a 
bird’s-nest, and which they built, — if it should be called building, when 
such sweet homes of a summer solstice rather grew than were made with 
hands, — which Nature, we will say, assisted them to rear where fruit 
abounded, where fish and game were plentiful, or, most especially, where 
the sense of beauty was to be gratified by a lovelier shade than elsewhere, 
and a more exquisite arrangement of lake, wood, and hill. This life pos- 
sessed a charm, which, ever since man quitted it, has vanished from exist- 
ence. And it typified something better than itself. It had its drawbacks; 
such as hunger and thirst, inclement weather, hot sunshine, and weary 
and foot-blistering marches over barren and ugly tracts, that lay between 
the sites desirable for their fertility and beauty. But in our ascenSing 
spiral, we escape all this. These railroads — could but the whistle be inade 
musical, and the rumble and the jar got rid of — are positively the great- 
est blessing that the ages have wrought out for us. They give us wings; 
they annihilate the toil and dust of pilgrimage; they spiritualize travel! 
Transition being so facile, what can be any man’s inducement to tarry in 
one spot? Why, therefore, should he build a more cumbrous habitation 
than can readily be carried off with him? Why should he make himself a 
prisoner for life in brick, and stone, and old worm-eaten timber, when he 
may just as easily dwell, in one sense, nowhere, — in a better Sense, wher- 
ever the fit and beautiful shall offer him a home?” 

Clifford’s countenance glowed, as he divulged this theory; a youthful 
character shone out from within, converting the wrinkles and pallid dusk- 
iness of age into an almost transparent mask. The merry girls let theii 
ball drop upon the floor, and gazed at him. They said to themselves, per- 
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haps, that, before his hair was gray and the crow’s-feet tracked his tem- 
ples, this now decaying man must have stamped the impress of his feat- 
ures on many a woman’s heart. But, alas! no woman’s eye had seen his 
face while it was beautiful. 

should scarcely call it an improved state of things,” observed Clif- 
ford’s new acquaintance, ^Ho live everywhere and nowhere! ” 

‘Would you not?” exclaimed Clifford, with singular energy. “It is as 
clear to me as sunshine, — were there any in the sky, — that the greatest 
possible stumbling-blocks in the path of human happiness and improve- 
ment are these heaps of bricks and stones, consolidated with mortar, or 
hewn timber, fastened together with spike-nails, which men painfully 
contrive for their own torment, and call them house and home! The soul 
needs air; a wide sweep and frequent change of it. Morbid influences, in 
a thousand-fold variety, gather about hearths, and pollute the life of 
households. There is no such unwholesome atmosphere as that of an old 
home, rendered poisonous by one’s defunct forefathers and relatives. I 
speak of what I know. There is a certain house within my familiar recol- 
lection, — one of those peaked-gable (there are seven of them), project- 
ing-storied edifices, such as you occasionally see in our older towns, — a 
rusty, crazy, creaky, dry-rotted, damp-rotted, dingy, dark, and miserable 
old dungeon, with an arched window over the porch, and a little shop- 
door on one side, and a great melancholy elm before it! Now, sir, when- 
ever my thoughts recur to this seven-gabled mansion (the fact is so very 
curious that I must needs mention it), immediately I have a vision or 
image of an elderly man, of remarkably stern countenance, sitting in an 
oaken elbow-chair, dead, stone-dead, with an ugly flow of blood upon his 
shirt-bosom! Dead, but with open eyes! He taints the whole house, as I 
remember it. I could never flourish there, nor be happy, nor do nor enjoy 
what God meant me to do and enjoy! ” 

His face darkened, and seemed to contract, and shrivel itself up, and 
wither into age. 

“Never, sir!” he repeated. “I could never draw cheerful breath there!” 

“I should think not,” said the old gentleman, eying Clifford earnestly, 
and rather apprehensively. “I should conceive not, sir, with that notion 
in your head!” 

“Surely not,” continued Clifford; “and it were a relief to me if that 
house could be torn down, or burnt up, and so the earth be rid of it, and 
grass be sown abundantly over its foundation. Not that I should ever 
visit its site again! for, sir, the farther I get away from it, the more does 
the joy, the lightsome freshness, the heart-leap, the intellectual dance, 
the youth, in short, — ^yes, my youth, my youth! — the more does it come 
back to me. No longer ago than this morning, I was old. I remember look- 
ing in the glass, and wondering at my own gray hair, and the wrinkles, 
many and deep, right across my brow, and the furrows down my cheeks, 
and the prodigious trampling of crow’s-feet about my temples! It was too 
soon! I could not bear it! Age had no right to come! I had not lived! But 
now do I look old? If so, my aspect belies me strangely; lor — ^a great 
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weight being off my mind — I feel in the very heyday of my youth, with 
the world and my best days before me! ” 

trust you may find it so,” said the old gentleman, who seemed rather 
embarrassed, and desirous of avoiding the observation which Clifford’s 
wild talk drew on them both. ^^You have my best wishes for it.” 

“For Heaven’s sake, dear Clifford, be quiet!” whispered his sister. 
“They think you mad.” 

“Be quiet yourself, Hepzibah! ” returned her brother. “No matter what 
they think! I am not mad. For the first time in thirty years my thoughts 
gush up and find words ready for them. I must talk, and I will! ” 

He turned again towards the old gentleman, and renewed the conver- 
sation. 

“Yes, my dear sir,” said he, “it is my firm belief and hope that these 
terms of roof and hearth-stone, whi( h have so long been held to embody 
something sacred, are soon to pass o*it of men’s daily use, and be forgot- 
ten. Just imagine, for a moment, how much of human evil will crumble 
away, with this one change! What wt call real estate — the solid ground to 
build a house on — is the broad foundation on which nearly all the guilt of 
this world rests. A man will commit ilmost any wrong, — he will heap up 
an immense pile of wickedness, as hard as granite, and which will weigh 
as heavily upon his soul, to eternal ages, — only to build a great, gloomy, 
dark-chambered mansion, for himseli to die in, and for his posterity to be 
miserable in. He lays his own dead corpse beneath the underpinning, as 
one may say, and hangs his frowning picture on the wall, and, after thus 
converting himself into an evil destiny, expects his remotest great-grand- 
children to be happy there! I do not speak wildly. I have just such a 
house in my mind’s eye! ” 

“Then, sir,” said the old gentleman, getting anxious to drop the sub* 
ject, “you are not to blame for leaving it.” 

“Within the lifetime of the child already born,” Clifford went on, “all 
this will be done away. The world is growing too ethereal and spiritual to 
bear these enormities a great while longer. To me, — though, for a con- 
siderable period of time, I have lived chiefly in retirement, and know less 
of such things than most men, — even to me, the harbingers of a better era 
are unmistakable. Mesmerism, now! Will that effect nothing, think you, 
towards purging away the grossness out of human life?” 

“All a humbug! ” growled the old gentleman. 

“These rapping spirits, that little Phoebe told us of, the other day,” 
said Clifford, — “what are these but the messengers of the spiritual world, 
knocking at the door of substance? And it shall be flung wide open! ” 

“A humbug, again!” cried the old gentleman, growing more and more 
testy, at these glimpses of Clifford’s metaphysics. “1 should like to rap 
with a good stick on the empty pates of the dolts who circulate such non- 
sense!” 

“Then there is electricity, — the demon, the angel, the mighty physical 
power, the all-pervading intelligence!” exclaimed Clifford. “Is that a 
humbug, too? Is it a fact — or have I dreamt it — that, by means of elec- 
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tricity, the world of matter has become a great nerve, vibrating thousands 
of miles in a breathless point of time? Rather, the round globe is a vast 
head, a brain, instinct with intelligence! Or, shall we say, it is itself a 
thought, nothing but thought, and no longer the substance which we 
deemed it!’’ 

^If you mean the telegraph,” said the old gentleman, glancing his ^ye 
toward its wire, alongside the rail-track, ^'it is an excellent thing, — that 
is, of course, if the speculators in cotton and politics don’t get possession 
of it. A great thing, indeed, sir, particularly as regards the detection of 
bank-robbers and murderers.” 

don’t quite like it, in that point of view,” replied Clifford. “A bank- 
robber, and what you call a murderer, likewise, has his rights, which men 
of enlightened humanity and conscience should regard in so much the 
more liberal spirit, because the bulk of society is prone to controvert their 
existence. An almost spiritual medium, like the electric telegraph, should 
be consecrated to high, deep, joyful, and holy missions. Lovers, day by 
day, — hour by hour, if so oRen moved to do it, — might send their heart- 
throbs from Maine to Florida, with some such words as these, love you 
forever!’ — ^My heart runs over with love!’ — love you more than I 
can!’ and, again, at the next message, have lived an hour longer, and 
love you twice as much! ’ Or, when a good man has departed, his distant 
friend should be conscious of an electric thrill, as from the world of happy 
spirits, telling him, ^Your dear friend is in bliss!’ Or, to an absent hus- 
band, should come tidings thus, ^An immortal being, of whom you are the 
father, has this moment come from God ! ’ and immediately its little voice 
would seem to have reached so far, and to be echoing in his heart. But for 
these poor rogues, the bank-robbers, — who after all, are about as honest 
as nine people in ten, except that they disregard certain formalities, and 
prefer to transact business at midnight rather than ’Change-hours, — and 
for these murderers, as you phrase it, who are often excusable in the mo- 
tives of their deed, and deserve to be ranked among public benefactors, if 
we consider only its result, — for unfortunate individuals like these, I 
really cannot applaud the enlistment of an immateral and miraculous 
power in the universal world-hunt at their heels! ” 

^^You can’t, hey?” cried the old gentleman, with a hard look. 

“Positively, no!” answered Clifford. “It puts them too miserably at 
disadvantage. For example, sir, in a dark, low, cross-beamed, panelled 
room of an old house, let us suppose a dead man, sitting in an arm-chair, 
with a blood-stain on his shirt-bosom, — and let us add to our hypothesis 
another man, issuing from the house, which he feels to be over-filled with 
the dead man’s presence, — and let us lastly imagine him fleeing. Heaven 
knows whither, at the speed of a hurricane, by railroad! Now, sir, if the 
fugitive alight in some distant town, and find all the people babbling 
about that self-same dead man, whom he has fled so far to avoid the sight 
and thought of, will you not allow that his natural rights have been in- 
fringed? He has been deprived of his city of refuge, and, in my humble 
opinion, has suffered infinite wrong! ” 
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“You are a strange man, sir!’’ said the old gentleman, bringing his 
gimlet-eye to a point on Clifford, as if determined to bore right into him 
“I can’t see through you! ” 

“No, ril be bound you can’t!” cried Clifford, laughing. “And yet, my 
dear sir, I am as transparent as the water of Maule’s well! But come, 
Hepzibah! We have flown far enough for once. Let us alight, as the birds 
do, and perch ourselves on the nearest twig, and consult whither we shall 
fly next!” 

Just then, as it happened, the train reached a solitary way-station. 
Taking advantage of the brief pause, Clifford left the car, and drew Hep- 
zibah along with him. A moment afterwards, the train — with all the life 
of its interior, amid which Clifford had made himself so conspicuous an 
object — was gliding away in the distance, and rapidly lessening to a 
point, which, in another moment, vanished. The world had fled away 
from these two wanderers. They ga.2ed drearily about them. At a little 
distance stood a wooden church, blat k with age, and in a dismal state of 
ruin and decay, with broken windows , a great rift through the main body 
of the edifice, and a rafter dangling from the top of the square tower. 
Farther off was a farm-house, in the old style, as venerably black as the 
church, with a roof sloping downward from the three-story peak, to 
within a man’s height of the ground It seemed uninhabited. There were 
the relics of a wood-pile, indeed, near the door, but with grass sprouting 
up among the chips and scattered logs. The small rain-drops came down 
aslant; the wind was not turbulent, but sullen, and full of chilly moisture. 

Clifford shivered from head to foot. The wild effervescence of his 
mood — which had so readily supplied thoughts, fantasies, and a strange 
aptitude of words, and impelled him to talk from the mere necessity of 
giving vent to this bubbling-up gush of ideas — had entirely subsided. A 
powerful excitement had given him energy and vivacity. Its operation 
over, he forthwith began to sink. 

“You must take the lead now, Hepzibah! ” murmured he, with a torpid 
and reluctant utterance. “Do with me as you will ! ” 

She knelt down upon the platform where they were standing and 
lifted her clasped hands to the sky. The dull, gray weight of clouds made 
it invisible; but it was no hour for disbelief, — no juncture this to question 
that there was a sky above, and an Almighty Father looking from it! 

“O God!” — ejaculated poor, gaunt Hepzibah, — then paused a mo- 
ment, to consider what her prayer should be, — “O God, — our Father, — 
are we not thy children? Have mercy on us! ” 
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Governor Pyncheon 

Judge Pyncheon, while his two relatives have fled away with such ill- 
considered haste, still sits in the old parlor, keeping house, as the fa- 
miliar phrase is, in the absence of its ordinary occupants. To him, and to 
the venerable House of the Seven Gables, does our story now betake it- 
self, like an owl, bewildered in the daylight, and hastening back to his 
hollow tree. 

The Judge has not shifted his position for a long while now. He has not 
stirred hand or foot, nor withdrawn his eyes so much as a hair’s-breadth 
from their fixed gaze towards the corner of the room, since the footsteps 
of Hepzibah and Clifford creaked along the passage, and the outer door 
was closed cautiously behind their exit. He holds his watch in his left 
hand, but clutched in such a manner that you cannot see the dial-plate. 
How profound a fit of meditation! Or, supposing him asleep, how infan- 
tile a quietude of conscience, and what wholesome order in the gastric 
region, are betokened by slumber so entirely undisturbed with starts, 
cramp, twitches, muttered dream-talk, trumpet-blasts through'the nasal 
organ, or any the slightest irregularity of breath! You must hold your 
own breath, to satisfy yourself whether he breathes at all. It is quite in- 
audible. You hear the ticking of his watch; his breath you do not hear. 
A most refreshing slumber, doubtless! And yet, the Judge cannot be 
asleep. His eyes are open! A veteran politician, such as he, would never 
fall asleep with wide-open eyes, lest some enemy or mischief-maker, tak- 
ing him thus at unawares, should peep through these windows into his 
consciousness, and make strange discoveries among the reminiscences, 
projects, hopes, apprehensions, weaknesses, and strong points, which he 
has heretofore shared with nobody. A cautious man is proverbially said 
to sleep with one eye open. That may be wisdom. But not with both; for 
this were heedlessness I No, no! Judge Pyncheon cannot be asleep. 

It is odd, however, that a gentleman so burdened with engagements, — 
and noted, too, for punctuality, — should linger thus in an old lonely man- 
sion, which he has never seemed very fond of visiting. The oaken chair, 
to be sure, may tempt him with its roominess. It is, indeed, a spacious, 
and, allowing for the rude age that fashioned it, a moderately easy seat, 
with capacity enough, at all events, and offering no restraint to the Judge’s 
breadth of beam. A bigger man might find ample accommodation in it. 
His ancestor, now pictured upon the wall, with all his English beef about 
him, used hardly to present a front extending from elbow to elbow of this 
chair, or a base that would cover its whole cushion. But there are better 
chairs than this, — mahogany, black-walnut, rosewood, spring-seated and 
damask-cushioned, with varied slopes, and innumerable artifices to make 
them easy, and obviate the irksomeness of too tame an ease, — a score of 
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such might be at Judge Pyncheon’s service. Yes! in a score of drawing- 
rooms he would be more than welcome. Mamma would advance to meet 
him, with outstretched hand; the virgin daughter, elderly as he has now 
got to be, — an old widower, as he smilingly describes himself, — ^would 
shake up the cushion for the Judge, and do her pretty little utmost to 
make him comfortable. For the Judge is a prosperous man. He cherishes 
his schemes, moreover, like other people, and reasonably brighter than 
most others; or did so, at least, as he lay abed this morning, in an agree- 
able half-drowse, planning the business of the day, and speculating on the 
probabilities of the next fifteen years. With his firm health, and the little 
inroad that age has made upon him, fifteen years or twenty — yes, or per- 
haps five-and-twenty! — are no more than he may fairly call his own. 
Five-and-twenty years for the enjo> ment of his real estate in town and 
country, his railroad, bank, and iasurance shares, his United States 
stock, — his wealth, in short, howevei invested, now in possession, or soon 
to be acquired; together with the ]»ublic honors that have fallen upon 
him, and the weightier ones that are 'et to fall! It is good! It is excellent! 
It is enough! 

Still lingering in the old chair! If the Judge has a little time to throvr 
away, why does not he visit the insurance office, as is his frequent cus- 
tom, and sit awhile in one of their leathern-cushioned arm-chairs, listen- 
ing to the gossip of the day, and dropping some deeply designed chance- 
word, which will be certain to become the gossip of to-morrow! And have 
not the bank directors a meeting at which it was the Judge’s purpose to 
be present, and his office to preside? Indeed they have; and the hour is 
noted on a card, which is, or ought to be, in Judge Pyncheon’s right vest- 
pocket. Let him go thither, and loll at ease upon his money-bags! He has 
lounged long enough in the old chair ! 

This was to have been such a busy day! In the first place, the interview 
with Clifford. Half an hour, by the Judge’s reckoning, was to suffice for 
that; it would probably be less, but — taking into consideration that Hep- 
zibah was first to be dealt with, and that these women are apt to make 
many words where a few would do much better — it might be safest to al- 
low half an hour. Half an hour? Why, Judge, it is already two hours, by 
your own undeviatingly accurate chronometer! Glance your eye down at 
it and see! Ah! he will not give himself the trouble either to bend his 
head, or elevate his hand, so as to bring the faithful time-keeper within 
his range of vision ! Time, all at once, appears to have become a matter 
of no moment with the Judge! 

And has he forgotten all the other items of his memoranda? Clifford’s 
affair arranged, he was to meet a State Street broker, who has undertaken 
to procure a heavy percentage, and the best of paper, for a few loose thou- 
sands which the Judge happens to have by him, uninvested. The wrinkled 
note-shaver will have taken his railroad trip in vain. Half an hour later, 
in the street next to this, there was to be an auction of real estate, includ- 
ing a portion of the old Pyncheon property, originally belonging to 
Maule’s garden-ground. It has been alienated from the P3mcheons these 
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four-score years; but the Judge had kept it in his eye, and had set his 
heart on reannexing it to the small demesne still left around the Seven 
Gables; and now, during this odd fit of oblivion, the fatal hammer must 
have fallen, and transferred our ancient patrimony to some alien possess- 
or! Possibly, indeed, the sale may have been postponed till fairer weather. 
If so, will the Judge make it convenient to be present, and favor the auc- 
tioneer with his bid, on the proximate occasion? 

The next affair was to buy a horse for his own driving. The one hereto- 
fore his favorite stumbled, this veiy morning, on the road to town, and 
must be at once discarded. Judge Pyncheon s neck is too precious to be 
risked on such a contingency as a stumbling steed. Should all the above 
business be seasonably got through with, he might attend the meeting of 
a charitable society; the very name of which, however, in the multiplicity 
of his benevolence, is quite forgotten; so that this engagement may pass 
unfulfilled, and no great harm done. And if he have time, amid the press 
of more urgent matters, he must take measures for the renewal of Mrs. 
Pyncheon’s tombstone, which, the sexton tells him, has fallen on its 
marble face, and is cracked quite in twain. She was a praise- worthy 
woman enough, thinks the Judge, in spite of her nervousness, and the 
tea^s that she was so oozy with, and her foolish behavior about the cof- 
fee: and as she took her departure so seasonably, he will not grudge the 
second tombstone. It is better, at least, than if she had never needed any! 
The next item on his list was to give orders for some fruit-trees, of a rare 
variety, to be deliverable at his country-seat, in the ensuing autumn. Yes, 
buy them, by all means; and may the peaches be luscious in your mouth, 
Judge Pyncheon! After this comes something more important. A com- 
mittee of his political party has besought him for a hundred or two of 
dollars, in addition to his previous disbursements, towards carrying on 
the fall campaign. The Judge is a patriot; the fate of the country is staked 
on the November election; and besides, as will be shadowed forth in an- 
other paragraph, he has no trifling stake of his own in the same great 
game. He will do what the committee asks; nay, he will be liberal beyond 
their expectations; they shall have a check for five hundred dollars, and 
more anon, if it be needed. What next? A decayed widow, whose husband 
was Judge Pyncheon’s early friend, has laid her case of destitution be- 
fore him, in a very moving letter. She and her fair daughter have scarcely 
bread to eat. He partly intends to call on her, to-day, — ^perhaps so — per- 
haps not, — accordingly as he may happen to have leisure, and a small 
bank-note. 

Another business, which, however, he puts no great weight on (it is 
well, you know, to be heedful, but not over-anxious, as respects one’s per- 
sonal health), — another business, then, was to consult his family phy- 
sician. About what, for Heaven’s sake? Why, it is rather difficult to de- 
scribe the symptoms. A mere dimness of sight and dizziness of brain, 
was it? — or a disagreeable choking, or stifling, or gurgling, or bubbling, 
in the region of the thorax, as the anatomists say? — or was it a pretty se- 
vere throbbing and kicking of the heart, rather creditable to him than 
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Otherwise, as showing that the organ had not been left out of the Judge’s 
physical contrivance? No matter what it was. The doctor, probably, 
would smile at the statement of such trifles to his professional ear; the 
Judge would smile in his turn; and meeting one another’s eyes, they 
would enjoy a hearty laugh together! But a fig for medical advice! The 
Judge will never need it. 

Pray, pray. Judge Pyncheon, look at your watch, now! What — not a 
glance! It is within ten minutes of the dinner-hour! It surely cannot have 
slipped your memory that the dinner of to-day is to be the most import- 
ant, in its consequences, of all the dinners you ever ate. Yes, precisely the 
most important ; although, in the ( ourse of your somewhat eminent ca- 
reer, you have been placed high towards the head of the table, at splendid 
banquets, and have poured out you festive eloquence to ears yet echoing 
with Webster’s mighty organ-tones No public dinner this, however. It is 
merely a gathering of some dozen o so of friends from several districts of 
the State; men of distinguished character and influence, assembling, al- 
most casually, at the house of a ci mmon friend, likewise distinguished, 
who will make them welcome to a little better than his ordinary fare. 
Nothing in the way of French cook*‘ry, but an excellent dinner neverthe- 
less. Real turtle, we understand, and salmon, tautog, canvas-backs, pig, 
English mutton, good roast-beef, or dainties of that serious kind, fit for 
substantial country gentlemen, as these honorable persons mostly are. 
The delicacies of the season, in short, and flavored by a brand of old 
Madeira which has been the pride of many seasons. It is the Juno brand; 
a glorious wine, fragrant, and full of gentle might; a bottled-up happi- 
ness, put up for use; a golden liquid, worth more than liquid gold; so 
rare and admirable, that veteran wine-bibbers count it among their 
epochs to have tasted it! It drives away the heart-ache, and substitutes 
no head-ache! Could the Judge but quaff a glass, it might enable him to 
shake off the unaccountable lethargy which (for the ten intervening min- 
utes, and five to boot, are already past) has made him such a laggard at 
this momentous dinner. It would all but revive a dead man! Would you 
like to sip it now. Judge Pyncheon^ 

Alas, this dinner! Have you really forgotten its true object? Then let 
us whisper it, that you may start at once out of the oaken chair, w^hich 
really seems to be enchanted, like the one in Comus, or that in w^hich Moll 
Pitcher imprisoned your own grandfather. But ambition is a talisman 
more powerful than witchcraft. Start up, then, and, hurrying through the 
streets, burst in upon the company, that they may begin before the fish is 
spoiled! They wait for you; and it is little for your interest that they 
should wait. These gentlemen — need you be told it? — have assembled, 
not without purpose, from every quarter of the State. They are practised 
politicians, every man of them, and skilled to adjust those preliminary 
measures which steal from the people, without its knowledge, the power 
of choosing its own rulers. The popular voice, at the next gubernatorial 
election, though loud as thunder, will be really but an echo of what these 
gentlemen shall speak, under their breath, at your friend’s festive board. 
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They meet to decide up)on their candidate. This little knot of subtle 
schemers will control the convention, and, through it, dictate to the party. 
And what worthier candidate, — more wise and learned, more noted for 
philanthropic liberality, truer to safe principles, tried oftener by public 
trusts, more spotless in private character, with a larger stake in the com- 
mon welfare, and deeper grounded, by hereditary descent, in the fa^th 
and practice of the Puritans, — what man can be presented for the suffrage 
of the people, so eminently combining all these claims to the chief- 
rulership as Judge Pyncheon here before us? 

Make haste, then! Do your part! The meed for which you have toiled, 
and fought, and climbed, and crept, is ready for your grasp! Be present 
at this dinner! — drink a glass or two of that noble wine! — make your 
pledges in as low a whisper as you will! — and you rise up from table 
virtually governor of the glorious old State! Governor Pyncheon of Mas- 
sachusetts! 

And is there no potent and exhilarating cordial in a certainty like this? 
It has been the grand purpose of half your lifetime to obtain it. Now, 
when there needs little more than to signify your acceptance, why do you 
sit so lumpishly in your great-great-grandfather’s oaken chair, as if pre- 
ferring it to the guli^rnatorial one? We have all heard of King Log; but, 
in these jostling times, one of that royal kindred will hardly win the race 
for an elective chief-magistracy. 

Well! it is absolutely too late for dinner! Turtle, salmon, tautog, wood- 
cock, boiled turkey, South-Down mutton, pig, roast-beef, have van- 
ished, or exist only in fragments, with lukewarm potatoes, and gravies 
crusted over with cold fat. The Judge, had he done nothing else, would 
have achieved wonders with his knife and fork. It was he, you know, of 
whom it used to be said, in reference to his ogre-like appetite, that his 
Creator made him a great animal, but that the dinner-hour made him a 
great beast. Persons of his large sensual endowments must claim indul- 
gence, at their feeding-time. But, for once, the Judge is entirely too late 
for dinner! Too late, we fear, even to join the party at their wine! The 
guests are warm and merry; they have given up the Judge; and, conclud- 
ing that the Free-Soilers have him, they will fix upon another candidate. 
Were our friend now to stalk in among them, with that wide-open stare, 
at once wild and stolid, his ungenial presence would be apt to change 
their cheer. Neither would it be seemly in Judge Pyncheon, generally so 
scrupulous in his attire, to show himself at a dinner-table with that crim- 
son stain upon his shirt-bosom. By the by, how came it there? It is an 
ugly sight, at any rate; and the wisest way for the Judge is to button his 
coat closely over his breast, and, taking his horse and chaise from the 
livery-stable, to make all speed to his own house. There, after a glass of 
brandy and water, and a mutton-chop, a beefsteak, a broiled fowl, or 
some such hasty little dinner and supper all in one, he had better spend 
the evening by the fireside. He must toast his slippers a long while, in 
order to get rid of the chilliness which the air of this vile old house has 
^ent curdling through his veins. 
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Up, therefore, Judge Pyncheon, up I You have lost a day. But to- 
morrow will be here anon. Will you rise, betimes, and make the most of 
it? To-morrow! To-morrow! To-morrow! We, that are alive, may rise 
betimes to-morrow. As for him that has died to-day, his morrow will be 
the resurrection morn. 

Meanwhile the twilight is glooming upward out of the comers of the 
room. The shadows of the tall furniture grow deeper, and at first be- 
come more definite; then, spreading wider, they lose their distinctness of 
outline in the dark gray tide of oblivion, as it were, that creeps slowly 
over the various objects, and the one human figure sitting in the midst 
of them. The gloom has not entered from without; it has brooded here 
all day, and now, taking its own nevitable time, will possess itself of 
everything. The Judge’s face, indeed, rigid, and singularly white, refuses, 
to melt into this universal solvent, l^ainter and fainter grows the light. It 
is as if another double-handful of larkness had been scattered through 
the air. Now it is no longer gray, but sable. There is still a faint appear- 
ance at the window; neither a glow, nor a gleam, nor a glimmer, — any 
phrase of light would express some hing far brighter than this doubtful 
perception, or sense, rather, that there is a window there. Has it yet van- 
ished? No! — ^yes! — not quite! And there is still the swarthy whiteness, 
— we shall venture to marry these ill -agreeing words, — the swarthy white- 
ness of Judge Pyncheon’s face. The features are all gone: there is only 
the paleness of them left. And how looks it now? There is no window! 
There is no face! An infinite, inscrutable blackness has annihilated sight! 
Where is our universe? All crumbled away from us; and we, adrift in 
chaos, may hearken to the gusts of homeless wind, that go sighing and 
murmuring about, in quest of what was once a world! 

Is there no other sound? One other, and a fearful one. It is the ticking 
of the Judge’s watch, which, ever since Hepzibah left the room in search 
of Clifford, he has been holding in his hand. Be the cause what it may, 
this little, quiet, never-ceasing throb of Time’s pulse, repeating its smil 
strokes with such busy regularity, in Judge Pyncheon’s motionless hand, 
has an effect of terror, which we do not find in any other accompaniment 
of the scene. 

But, listen! That puff of the breeze was louder; it had a tone unlike 
the dreary and sullen one which has bemoaned itself, and afflicted all 
mankind with miserable sympathy, for five days past. The wind has 
veered about! It now comes boisterously from the northwest, and, taking 
hold of the aged framework of the Seven Gables, gives it a shake, like a 
wrestler that would try strength with his antagonist. Another and an- 
other sturdy tussle with the blast! The old house creaks again, and makes 
a vociferous but somewhat unintelligible bellowing in its sooty throat 
(the big flue, we mean, of its wide chimney), partly in complaint at the 
rude wind, but rather, as befits their century and a half of hostile in- 
timacy, in tough defiance. A rumbling kind of a bluster roars behind the 
fire-board. A door has slammed above stairs. A window, perhaps, has 
been left open, or else is driven in by an unruly gust. It is not to be con- 
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ceived, beforehand, what wonderful wind-instruments are these old 
timber mansions, and how haunted with the strangest noises, which im- 
mediately begin to sing, and sigh, and sob, and shriek, — and to smite with 
sledge-hammers, airy but ponderous, in some distant chamber, — and to 
tread along the entries as with stately footsteps, and rustle up and down 
the staircase, as with silks miraculously stiff, — whenever the gale catches 
the house with a window open, and gets fairly into it. Would that we 
were not an attendant spirit here! It is too awful! This clamor of the 
wind through the lonely house; the Judge’s quietude, as he sits invisible; 
and that pertinacious ticking of his watch ! 

As regards Judge Pyncheon’s invisibility, however, that matter will 
soon be remedied. The northwest wind has swept the sky clear. The win- 
dow is distinctly seen. Through its panes, moreover, we dimly catch the 
sweep of the dark, clustering foliage, outside, fluttering with a constant 
irregularity of movement, and letting in a peep of starlight, now here, now 
there. Oftener than any other object, these glimpses illuminate the 
Judge’s face. But here comes more effectual light. Observe that silvery 
dance upon the upper branches of the pear-tree, and now a little lower, 
and now on the whole mass of boughs, while, through their shifting intri- 
cacies, the moonbeams fall aslant into the room. They play over the 
Judge’s figure and show that he has not stirred throughout the hours of 
darkness. They follow the shadows, in changeful sport, across his un- 
changing features. They gleam upon his watch. His grasp conceals the 
dial-plate; but we know that the faithful hands have met; for one of the 
city clocks tells midnight. 

A man of sturdy understanding, like Judge Pyncheon, cares no more 
for twelve o’clock at night than for the corresponding hour of noon. How- 
ever just the parallel drawn, in some of the preceding pages, between 
his Puritan ancestor and himself, it fails in this point. The Pyncheon of 
two centuries ago, in common with most of his contemporaries, professed 
his full belief in spiritual ministrations, although reckoning them chiefly 
of a malignant character. The Pyncheon of to-night, who sits in yonder 
arm-chair, believes in no such nonsense. Such, at least, was his creed, 
some few hours since. His hair will not bristle, therefore, at the stories 
which — in times when chimney-corners had benches in them, where old 
people sat poking into the ashes of the past, and raking out traditions like 
live coals — used to be told about this very room of his ancestral house. In 
fact, these tales are too absurd to bristle even childhood’s hair. What 
sense, meaning, or moral, for example, such as even ghost-stories should 
be susceptible of, can be traced in the ridiculous legend, that, at mid- 
night, all the dead Pyncheons are bound to assemble in this parlor? And, 
pray, for what? Why, to see whether the portrait of their ancestor still 
keeps its place upon the wall, in compliance with his testamentary direc- 
tions! Is it worth while to come out of their graves for that? 

We cire tempted to make a little sport with the idea. Ghost-stories are 
hardly to be treated seriously, any longer. The family-party of the de- 
funct Pyncheons, we presume, goes off in this wise. 
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First comes the ancestor himself, in his black cloak, steeple-hat, and 
trunk-breeches, girt about the waist with a leathern belt, in which hangs 
his steel-hilted sword; he has a long staff in his hand, such as gentlemen 
in advanced life used to carry, as much for the dignity of the thing as for 
the support to be derived from it. He looks up at the portrait; a thing of 
no substance, gazing at its own painted image! All is safe. The picture is 
still there. The purpose of his brain has been kept sacred thus long after 
the man himself has sprouted up in graveyard grass. See! he lifts his in- 
effectual hand, and tries the frame All safe! But is that a smile? — is it 
not, rather, a frown of deadly import, that darkens over the shadow of 
his features? The stout Colonel is dissatisfied! So decided is hi^ look of 
discontent as to impart additional distinctness to his features; through 
which, nevertheless, the moonlight passes, and flickers on the wall be- 
yond. Something has strangely vext d the ancestor! With a grim shake of 
the head, he turns away. Here coioe other Pyncheons, the whole tribe, 
in their half a dozen generations, i )stling and elbowing one another, to 
reach the picture. We behold aged roen and grandames, a clergyman v/ith 
the Puritanic stiffness still in his garb and mien, and a red-coated officer 
of the old French war; and there comes the shop-keeping Pyncheon of a 
century ago, with the ruffles turned back from his wrists; and there the 
periwigged and brocaded gentleman of the artist’s legend, with the beau- 
tiful and pensive Alice, who brings no pride out of her virgin grave. All 
try the picture-frame. What do these ghostly people seek? A mother lifts 
her child, that his little hands may touch it! There is evidently a mystery 
about the picture, that perplexes these poor Pyncheons when they ought 
to be at rest. In a corner, meanwhile, stands the figure of an elderly man, 
in a leather jerkin and breeches, with a carpenter’s rule sticking out of 
his side pocket; he points his finger at the bearded Colonel and his de- 
scendants, nodding, jeering, mocking, and finally bursting into obstreper- 
ous, though inaudible laughter. 

Indulging our fancy in this freak, we have partly lost the power of re- 
straint and guidance. We distinguish an unlooked-for figure in our vision- 
ary scene. Among those ancestral people there is a young man, dressed 
in the very fashion of to-day: he wears a dark frock-coat, almost destitute 
of skirts, gray pantaloons, gaiter boots of patent leather, and has a finely 
wrought gold chain across his breast, and a little silver-headed whalebone 
stick in his hand. Were we to meet this figure at noonday, w^e should greet 
him as young Jaffrey Pyncheon, the Judge’s only surviving child, who has 
been spending the last two years in foreign travel. If still in life, how 
comes his shadow hither? If dead, what a misfortune! The old Pyncheon 
property, together with the great estate acquired by the young man’s 
father, would devolve on whom? On poor, foolish Clifford, gaunt Hepzi- 
bah, and rustic little Phoebe! But another and a greater marvel greets us! 
Can we believe our eyes? A stout, elderly gentleman has made his ap- 
pearance ; he has an aspect of eminent respectability, wears a black coat 
and pantaloons, of roomy width, and might be pronounced scrupulously 
neat in his attire, but for a broad crimson stain across his snowy neckcloth 
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and down his shirt-bosom. Is it the Judge, or no? How can it be Judge 
Pyncheon? We discern his figure, as plainly as the flickering moonbeams 
can show us anything, still seated in the oaken chair! Be the apparition 
whose it may, it advances to the picture, seems to seize the frame, tries 
to peep behind it, and turns away, with a frown as black as the ancestral 
one. 

The fantastic scene just hinted at must by no means be considered as 
forming an actual portion of our story. We were betrayed into this brief 
extravagance by the quiver of the moonbeams; they dance hand-in-hand 
with shadows, and are reflected in the looking-glass, which, you are aware, 
is always a kind of window or doorway into the spiritual world. We 
needed relief, moreover, from our too long and exclusive contemplation of 
that figure in the chair. This wild wind, too, has tossed our thoughts into 
strange confusion, but without tearing them away from their one de- 
termined centre. Yonder leaden Judge sits immovably upon our soul. Will 
he never stir again? We shall go mad unless he stirs! You may the bet- 
ter estimate his quietude by the fearlessness of a little mouse, which sits 
on its hind legs, in a streak of moonlight, close by Judge Pyncheon^s foot, 
and seems to meditate a journey of exploration over this great black bulk. 
Ha! what has startled the nimble little mouse? Is it the visage of grim- 
alkin, outside of the window, where he appears to have posted himself 
for a deliberate watch. This grimalkin has a very ugly look. Is it a cat 
watching for a mouse, or the devil for a human soul? Would we could 
scare him from the window! 

Thank Heaven, the night is wellnigh past! The moonbeams have no 
longer so silvery a gleam, nor contrast so strongly with the blackness of 
the shadows among which they fall. They are paler, now; the shadows 
look gray, not black. The boisterous wind is hushed. What is the hour? 
Ah! the watch has at last ceased to tick; for the Judge’s forgetful fingers 
neglected to wind it up, as usual, at ten o’clock, being half an hour or so 
before his ordinary b^time, — and it has run down, for the first time in 
five years. But the great world-clock of Time still keeps its beat. The 
dreary night — for, oh, how dreary seems its haunted waste, behind us! — 
givec place to a fresh, transparent cloudless morn. Blessed, blessed radi- 
ance ! The day-beam — even what little of it finds its way into this always 
dusky parlor — seems part of the universal benediction, annulling evil, and 
rendering all goodness possible, and happiness attainable. Will Judge 
Pyncheon now rise up from his chair? Will he go forth and receive the 
early sunbeams on his brow? Will he begin this new day, — which God has 
smiled upon, and blessed, and given to mankind, — ^will he begin it with 
better purposes than the many that have been spent amiss? Or are all the 
deep-laid schemes of yesterday as stubborn in his heart, and as busy in 
his brain, as ever? 

In this latter case, there is much to do. Will the Judge still insist with 
Hepzibah on the interview with Clifford? Will he buy a safe, elderly gen- 
tleman’s horse? Will he persuade the purchaser of the old Pyncheon prop- 
erty to relinquish the bargain, in his favor? Will he see his family phy- 
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sician, and obtain a medicine that shall preserve him, to be an honor and 
blessing to his race, until the utmost term of patriarchal longevity? Will 
Judge Pyncheon, above all, make due apologies to that company of hon- 
orable friends, and satisfy them that his absence from the festive board 
was unavoidable, and so fully retrieve himself in their good opinion that 
he shall yet be Governor of Massachusetts? And all these great purposes 
accomplished, will he walk the streets again, with that dog-day smile of 
elaborate benevolence, sultry enough to tempt flies to come and buzz in 
it? Or will he, after the tomb-like seclusion of the past day and night, go 
forth a humbled and repentant man, sorrowful, gentle, seeking no profit, 
shrinking from worldly honor, hardly daring to love God, but bold to love 
his fellowman, and to do him what good he may? Will he bear about with 
him, — no odious grin of feigned benignity, insolent in its pretence, and 
loathsome in its falsehood, — but the tender sadness of a contrite heart, 
broken, at last, beneath its own weight of sin? For it is our belief, what- 
ever show of honor he may have pi led upon it, that there was heavy sin 
at the base of this man’s being. 

Rise up. Judge Pyncheon! The morning sunshine glimmers through the 
foliage, and, beautiful and holy as i* is, shuns not to kindle up your face. 
Rise up, thou subtle, worldly, selfish, iron-hearted hypocrite, and make 
thy choice whether still to be subtle, worldly, selfish, iron-hearted, and 
hypocritical, or to tear these sins out of thy nature, though they bring the 
life-blood with them! The Avenger is upon thee! Rise up, before it be 
too late ! 

What! Thou art not stirred by this last appeal? No, not a jot! And 
there we see a fly, — one of your common house-flies, such as are always 
buzzing on the window-pane, — which has smelt out Governor Pyncheon, 
and alights, now on his forehead, now on his chin, and now. Heaven help 
us! is creeping over the bridge of his nose, towards the would-be chief- 
magistrate’s wide-open eyes! Canst thou not brush the fly away? Art 
thou too sluggish? Thou man, that hadst so many busy projects yester^ 
day! Art thou too weak, that wast so powerful? Not brush away a fly? 
Nay, then, we give thee up! 

And hark! the shop-bell rings. After hours like these latter ones, 
through which we have borne our heavy tale, it is good to be made sensi- 
ble that there is a living world, and that even this old, lonely mansion re- 
tains some manner of connection with it. We breathe more freely, emerg- 
ing from Judge Pyncheon’s presence into the street before the Seven 
Gables. 
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XIX 

Alice's Posies 

Uncle Venner, trundling a wheelbarrow, was the earliest person stir- 
ring in the neighborhood the day after the storm. 

Pyncheon Street, in front of the House of the Seven Gables, was a far 
pleasanter scene than a by-lane, confined by shabby fences, and bordered 
with wooden dwellings of the meaner class, could reasonably be expected 
to present. Nature made sweet amends, that morning, for the five un- 
kindly days which had preceded it. It would have been enough to live 
for, merely to look up at the wide benediction of the sky, or as much of 
it as was visible between the houses, genial once more with sunshine. 
Every object was agreeable, whether to be gazed at in the breadth, or 
examined more minutely. Such, for example, were the well-washed peb- 
bles and gravel of the sidewalk; even the sky-reflecting pools in the 
centre of the street; and the grass, now freshly verdant, that crept along 
the base of the fences, on the other side of which, if one peeped over, was 
seen the multifarious growth of gardens. Vegetable productions, of what- 
ever kind, seemed more than negatively happy, in the juicy warmth and 
abundance of their life. The Pyncheon Elm, throughout its great circum- 
ference, was all alive, and full of the morning sun and a sweet-tempered 
little breeze, which lingered within this verdant sphere, and set a thou- 
sand leafy tongues a-whispering all at once. This aged tree appeared to 
have suffered nothing from the gale. It had kept its boughs unshattered, 
and its full complement of leaves; and the whole in perfect verdure, ex- 
cept a single branch, that, by the earlier change with which the elm-tree 
sometimes prophesies the autumn, had been transmuted to bright gold. 
It was like the golden branch that gained .^neas and the Sibyl admittance 
Into Hades. 

This one mystic branch hung down before the main entrance of the 
Seven Gables, so nigh the ground that any passer-by might have stood 
on tiptoe and plucked it off. Presented at the door, it would have been a 
S3mibol of his right to enter, and be made acquainted with all the secrets 
of the house. So little faith is due to external appearance, that there was 
really an inviting aspect over the venerable edifice, conveying an idea 
that its history must be a decorous and happy one, and such as would be 
delightful for a fireside tale. Its windows gleamed cheerfully in the slant- 
ing sunlight. The lines and tufts of green moss, here and there, seemed 
pledges of familiarity and sisterhood with Nature; as if this human 
dwelling-place, being of such old date, had established its prescriptive 
title among primeval oaks and whatever other objects, by virtue of their 
long continuance, have acquired a gracious right to be. A person of 
imaginative temperament, while passing by the house, would turn, once 
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and again, and peruse it well: its many peaks, consenting together in the 
clustered chimney; the deep projection over its basement-story; the 
arched window, imparting a look, if not of grandeur, yet of antique gen- 
tility, to the broken portal over which it opened; the luxuriance of gi- 
gantic burdocks, near the threshold; he would note all these characteris- 
tics, and be conscious of something deeper than he saw. He would con- 
ceive the mansion to have been the residence of the stubborn old Puritan, 
Integrity, who, dying in some forgotten generation, had left a blessing in 
all its rooms and chambers, the efficacy of which was to be seen in the re- 
ligion, honesty, moderate competence, or upright poverty and solid hap- 
piness, of his descendants, to this day. 

One object, above all others, w»»uld take root in the imaginative ob- 
server’s memory. It was the great ti ft of flowers, — weeds, you would have 
called them, only a week ago, — ti e tuft of crimson-spotted flowers, in 
the angle between the two front ga'oles. The old people used to give them 
the name of Alice’s Posies, in remt mbrance of fair Alice Pyncheon, who 
was believed to have brought their seeds from Italy. They were flaunting 
in rich beauty and full bloom to-da/, and seemed, as it were, a mystic ex- 
pression that something within the house was consummated. 

It was but little after sunrise, when Uncle Venner made his appearance, 
as aforesaid, impelling a wheelbarrow along the street. He was going his 
matutinal rounds to collect cabbage-leaves, turnip-tops, potato-skins, and 
the miscellaneous refuse of the dinner-pot, which the thrifty housewives 
of the neighborhood were accustomed to put aside, as fit only to feed a 
pig. Uncle Venner’s pig was fed entirely, and kept in prime order, on 
these eleemosynary contributions; insomuch that the patched philoso- 
pher used to promise that, before retiring to his farm, he would make a 
feast of the portly grunter, and invite all his neighbors to partake of the 
joints and spare-ribs which they had helped to fatten. Miss Hepzibah 
Pyncheon ’s housekeeping had so greatly improved, since Clifford became 
a member of the family, that her share of the banquet would have been no 
lean one; and Uncle Venner, accordingly, was a good deal disappointed 
not to find the large earthen pan, full of fragmentary eatables, that ordi- 
narily awaited his coming at the back doorstep of the Seven Gables. 

‘T never knew Miss Hepzibah so forgetful before,” said the patriarch 
to himself. ‘^She must have had a dinner yesterday, — no question of that ! 
She always has one, nowadays. So where’s the pot-liquor and potato- 
skins, I ask? Shall I knock, and see if she’s stirring yet? No, no — ’t won’t 
do! If little Phoebe was about the house, I should not mind knocking; 
but Miss Hepzibah, likely as not, would scowl down at me out of the 
window, and look cross, even if she felt pleasantly. So, 111 come back at 
noon.” 

With these reflections, the old man was shutting the gate of the little 
back-yard. Creaking on its hinges, however, like every other gate and 
door about the premises, the sound reached the ears of the occupant of 
the northern gable, one of the windows of which had a side-view towards 
the gate. 
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Good morning, Uncle Vennerl” said the daguerreotypist, leaning out 
of the window. “Do you hear nobody stirring?” 

“Not a soul,” said the man of patches. “But that ’s no wonder. T is 
barely half an hour past sunrise, yet. But I’m really glad to see you, Mr. 
Holgravel There ’s a strange, lonesome look about this side of the house; 
so that my heart misgave me, somehow or other, and I felt as if there %/as 
nobody alive in it. The front of the house looks a good deal cheerier; and 
Alice’s Posies are blooming there beautifully; and if I were a young man, 
Mr. Holgrave, my sweetheart should have one of those flowers in her 
bosom, though I risked my neck climbing for itl Well, and did the wind 
keep you awake last night?” 

“It did, indeed! ” answered the artist, smiling. “If I were a believer in 
ghosts, — and I don’t quite know whether I am or not, — I should have 
concluded that all the old Pyncheons were running riot in the lower 
rooms, especially in Miss Hepzibah’s part of the house. But it is very 
quiet now.” 

“Yes, Miss Hepzibah will be apt to over-sleep herself, after being dis- 
turbed, all night, with the racket,” said Uncle Venner. “But it would 
be odd, now, would n’t it, if the Judge had taken both his cousins into the 
country along with him? I saw him go into the shop yesterday.” 

“At what hour?” inquired Holgrave. 

“Oh, along in the forenoon,” said the old man. “Well, well! I must go 
my rounds, and so must my wheelbarrow. But I’ll be back here at dinner- 
time; for my pig likes a dinner as well as a breakfast. No meal-time, and 
no sort of victu^s, ever seems to come amiss to my pig. Good morning to 
you ! And, Mr. Holgrave, if I were a young man, like you, I ’d get one of 
Alice’s Posies, and keep it in water till Phoebe comes back.” 

“I have heard,” said the daguerreotypist, as he drew in his head, “that 
the water of Maule’s well suits those flowers best.” 

Here the conversation ceased, and Uncle Venner went on his way. For 
half an hour longer, nothing disturbed the repose of the Seven Gables; 
nor was there any visitor, except a carrier-boy, who, as he passed the 
front doorstep, threw down one of his newspapers; for Hepzibah, of late, 
had regularly taken it in. After a while, there came a fat woman, making 
prodigious speed, and stumbling as she ran up the steps of the shop-door. 
Her face glowed with fire-heat, and, it being a pretty warm morning, she 
bubbled and hissed, as it were, as if all a-fry with chimney-warmth, and 
summer-warmth, and the warmth of her own corpulent velocity. She tried 
the shop-door; it was fast. She tried it again, with so angry a jar that the 
bell tingled angrily back at her. 

“The deuce take Old Maid Pyncheon!” muttered the irascible house- 
wife. “Think of her pretending to set up a cent-shop, and then lying abed 
till noon! These are what she calls gentlefolk’s airs, I suppose! But I ’ll 
either start her ladyship, or break the door down! ” 

She shook it accordingly, and the bell, having a spiteful little temper of 
its own, rang obstreperously, making its remonstrances heard, — not, in- 
«ieed, by the ears for which they were intended. — but by a good lady on 



THE HOUSE OF THE SEVEN GABLES 4i7 

the opposite side of the street. She opened her window, and addressed the 
impatient applicant. 

“You ’ll find nobody there, Mrs. Gubbins.” 

“But I must and will find somebody here I” cried Mrs. Gubbins, in- 
fiicting another outrage on the bell. “I want a half-pound of pork, to fry 
some first-rate flounders, for Mr. Gubbins’s breakfast; and, lady or not, 
Old Maid Pyncheon shall get up and serve me with it ! 

“But do hear reason, Mrs. Gubbins!” responded the lady opposite, 
“She, and her brother too, have both gone to their cousin, Judge Pyn- 
cheon’s at his country-seat. There not a soul in the house, but that 
young daguerreotype-man that sleeps in the north gable. I saw old Hepzi- 
bah and Clifford go away yesterday; and a queer couple of ducks they 
were, paddling through the mud-puddles! They ’re gone. I’ll assure you.” 

“And how do you know they ’re ^one to the Judge’s?” asked Mrs. Gub- 
bins. “He ’s a rich man; and the e ’s been a quarrel between him and 
Hepzibah, this many a day because he won’t give her a living. That ’s the 
main reason of her setting up a cent -shop.” 

“I know that well enough,” said the neighbor. “But they ’re gone, — 
that ’s one thing certain. And who but a blood relation, that could n’t help 
himself, I ask you, would take in that awful- tempered old maid, and that 
dreadful Clifford? That ’s it, you may be sure.” 

Mrs. Gubbins took her departure, still brimming over with hot wrath 
against the absent Hepzibah. For another half-hour, or, perhaps, con- 
siderably more, there was almost as much quiet on the outside of the 
house as within. The elm, however, made a pleasant, cheerful, sunny 
sigh, responsive to the breeze that was elsewhere imperceptible; a swarm 
of insects buzzed merrily under its drooping shadow, and became specks 
of light whenever they darted into the sunshine; a locust sang, once or 
twice, in some inscrutable seclusion of the tree; and a solitary little bird, 
with plumage of pale gold, came and hovered about Alice’s Posies. 

At last our small acquaintance, Ned Higgins, trudged up the street, on 
his way to school ; and happening, for the first time in a fortnight, to be 
the possessor of a cent, he could by no means get past the shop-door of 
the Seven Gables. But it would not open. Again and again, however, and 
half a dozen other agains, with the inexorable pertinacity of a child intent 
upon some object important to itself, did he renew his efforts for admit- 
tance. He had, doubtless, set his heart upon an elephant; or, possibly, 
with Hamlet, he meant to eat a crocodile. In response to his more violent 
attacks, the bell gave, now and then, a moderate tinkle, but could not be 
stirred into clamor by any exertion of the little fellow’s childish and tip- 
toe strength. Holding by the door-handle, he peeped through a crevice of 
the curtain, and saw that the inner door, communicating with the passage 
towards the parlor, was closed. 

“Miss Pyncheon!” screamed the child, rapping on the window-pane, 
“I want an elephant! ” 

There being no answer to several repetitions of the summons, Ned be' 
gaa to grow impatient; and his little pot of passion quickly boiling over^ 
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he picked up a stone, with a naughty purpose to fling it through the win- 
dow; at the same time blubbering and sputtering with wrath. A man — 
one of two who happened to be passing by — caught the urchin’s arm. 

“What ’s the trouble, old gentleman?” he asked. 

“I want old Hepzibah, or Phoebe, or any of them!” answered Ned, 
sobbing. “They won’t open the door; and I can’t get my elephant! ” 

“Go to school, you little scamp! ” said the man. “There ’s another cent- 
shop round the corner. ’T is very strange, Dixey,” added he to his com- 
panion, “what ’s become of all these Pyncheons! Smith, the livery-stable 
keeper, tells me Judge Pyncheon put his horse up yesterday, to stand till 
after dinner, and has not taken him away yet. And one of the Judge’s 
hired men has been in, this morning, to make inquiry about him. He ’s a 
kind of person, they say, that seldom breaks his habits, or stays out o’ 
nights.” 

“Oh, he ’ll turn up safe enough!” said Dixey. “And as for Old Maid 
Pyncheon, take my word for it, she has run in debt, and gone off from her 
creditors. I foretold, you remember, the first morning she set up shop, 
that her devilish scowl would frighten away customers. They could n’t 
stand it!” 

“I never thought she ’d make it go,” remarked his friend. “This busi- 
ness of cent-shops is overdone among the womenfolks. My wife tried it, 
and lost five dollars on her outlay! ” 

“Poor business! ” said Dixey, shaking his head. “Poor business! ” 

In the course of the morning, there were various other attempts to 
open a communication with the supposed inhabitants of this silent and 
impenetrable mansion. The man of root-beer came, in his neatly painted 
wagon, with a couple of dozen full bottles, to be exchanged for empty 
ones ; the baker, with a lot of crackers which Hepzibah had ordered for 
her retail custom; the butcher, with a nice titbit which he fancied she 
would be eager to secure for Clifford. Had any observer of these proceed- 
ings been aware of the fearful secret hidden within the house, it would 
have affected him with a singular shape and modification of horror, to 
see the current of human life making this small eddy hereabouts, — whirl- 
ing sticks, straws, and all such trifles, round and round, right over the 
black depth where a dead corpse lay unseen ! 

The butcher was so much in earnest with his sweet-bread of lamb, or 
whatever the dainty might be, that he tried every accessible door of the 
Seven Gables, and at length came round again to the shop, where he 
ordinarily found admittance. 

“It’s a nice article, and I know the old lady would jump at it,” said he 
to himself. “She can't be gone away! In fifteen years that I have driven 
my cart through Pyncheon Street, I ’ve never known her to be away from 
home; though often enough, to be sure, a man might knock all day with- 
out bringing her to the door. But that was when she ’d only herself to pro- 
vide for.” 

Peeping through the same crevice of the curtain where, only a little 
while before, the urchin of elephantine appetite had peeped, the butcher 
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beheld the inner door, not closed, as the child had seen it, but ajar, and al- 
most wide open. However it might have happened, it was the fad. 
Through the passage-way there was a dark vista into the lighter but still 
obscure interior of the parlor. It appeared to the butcher that he could 
pretty clearly discern what seemed to be the stalwart legs, clad in black 
pantaloons, of a man sitting in a large oaken chair, the back of which 
concealed all the remainder of his figure. This contemptuous tranquillity 
on the part of an occupant of the house, in response to the butcher’s in^ 
defatigable efforts to attract notice, so piqued the man of flesh that he 
determined to withdraw. 

“So,” thought he, “there sits C»ld Maid Pyncheon’s bloody brother, 
while I Ve been giving myself all this trouble! Why, if a hog had n’t more 
manners, I ’d stick him! I call it demeaning a man’s business to trade with 
such people; and from this time fo) th, if they want a sausage or an ounce 
of liver, they shall run after the carl for it! ” 

He tossed the titbit angrily into his cart, and drove off in a pet. 

Not a great while afterwards thore was a sound of music turning the 
corner, and approaching down thi* street, with several intervals of si- 
lence, and then a renewed and nearer outbreak of brisk melody. A mob 
of children was seen moving onward, or stopping, in unison with the 
sound, which appeared to proceed from the centre of the throng; so that 
they were loosely bound together by slender strains of harmony, and 
drawn along captive; with ever and anon an accession of some little fel- 
low in an apron and straw-hat, capering forth from door or gateway. Ar- 
riving under the shadow of the Pyncheon Elm, it proved to be the Italian 
boy, who, with his monkey and show of puppets, had once before played 
his hurdy-gurdy beneath the arched window. The pleasant face of Phoebe 
—and doubtless, too, the liberal recompense which she had flung him — 
still dwelt in his remembrance. His expressive features kindled up, as he 
recognized the spot where this trifling incident of his erratic life had 
chanced. He entered the neglected yard (now wilder than ever, with its 
growth of hog- weed and burdock), stationed himself on the doorstep of 
the main entrance, and, opening his show-box, began to play. Each in- 
dividual of the automatic community forthwith set to work, according 
to his or her proper vocation: the monkey, taking off his Highland bon- 
net, bowed and scraped to the by-standers most obsequiously, with ever 
an observant eye to pick up a stray cent; and the young foreigner him- 
self, as he turned the crank of his machine, glanced upward to the arched 
window, expectant of a presence that would make his music the livelier 
and sweeter. The throng of children stood near; some on the sidewalk; 
some within the yard; two or three establishing themselves on the very 
door-step; and one squatting on the threshold. Meanwhile, the locust 
kept singing in the great old Pyncheon Elm. 

“I don’t hear anybody in the house,” said one of the children to an- 
other. “The monkey won’t pick up anything here.” 

“There is somebody at home,” affirmed the urchin on the threshold. “I 
heard a step!” 
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Still the young Italian's eye turned sidelong upward; and it really 
seemed as if the touch of genuine, though slight and almost playful, 
emotion communicated a juicier sweetness to the dry, mechanical process 
of his minstrelsy. These wanderers are readily responsive to any natural 
kindness — ^be it no more than a smile, or a word itself not understood, but 
only a warmth in it — which befalls them on the roadside of life. They iC- 
member these things, because they are the little enchantments which, for 
the instant, — for the space that reflects a landscape in a soap-bubble, — 
build up a home about them. Therefore, the Italian boy would not be dis- 
couraged by the heavy silence with which the old house seemed resolute 
to clog the vivacity of his instrument. He persisted in his melodious ap- 
peals; he still looked upward, trusting that his dark, alien countenance 
would soon be brightened by Phoebe’s sunny aspect. Neither could he be 
willing to depart without again beholding Clifford, whose sensibility, like 
Phoebe’s smile, had talked a kind of heart’s language to the foreigner. He 
repeated all his music over and over again, until his auditors were getting 
weary. So were the little wooden p)eople in his show-box, and the monkey 
most of all. There was no response, save the singing of the locust. 

^^No children live in this house,” said a school-boy, at last. ^‘Nobody 
lives here but an old maid and an old man. You ’ll get nothing here! 
Why don’t you go along?” 

^‘You fool, you, why do you tell him?” whispered a shrewd little Yan- 
kee, caring nothing for the music, but a good deal for the cheap rate at 
which it was had. ^Xet him play as long as he likes! If there ’s nobody to 
pay him, that ’s his own lookout! ” 

Once more, however, the Italian ran over his round of melodies. To the 
common observer — who could understand nothing of the case, except the 
music and the sunshine on the hither side of the door — it might have been 
amusing to watch the pertinacity of the street-performer. Will he suc- 
ceed at last? Will that stubborn door be suddenly flung open? Will a 
group of joyous children, the young ones of the house, come dancing, 
shouting, laughing, into the open air, and cluster round the show-box, 
looking with eager merriment at the puppets, and tossing each a copper 
for long-tailed Mammon, the monkey, to pick up? 

But to us, who know the inner heart of the Seven Gables as well as its 
exterior face, there is a ghastly effect in this repetition of light popular 
tunes at its door-step. It would be an ugly business, indeed, if Judge Pyn- 
cheon (who would not have cared a fig for Paganini’s fiddle in his most 
harmonious mood) should make his appearance at the door, with a 
bloody shirt-bosom, and a grim frown on his swarthily white visage, and 
motion the foreign vagabond away! Was ever before such a grinding out 
of jigs and waltzes, where nobody was in the cue to dance? Yes, very 
often. This contrast, or intermingling of tragedy with mirth, happens 
daily, hourly, momently. The gloomy and desolate old house, deserted 
of life, and with awful Death sitting sternly in its solitude, was the em- 
blem of many a human heart, which, nevertheless, is compelled to hear 
the thrill and echo of the world’s gayety around it. 
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Before the conclusion of the Italian’s performance, a couple of men 
happened to be passing, on their way to dinner. 

say, you young French fellowl” called out one of them, — ^‘‘come 
away from that doorstep, and go somewhere else with your nonsense! The 
Pyncheon family live there ; and they are in great trouble, just about this 
time. They don’t feel musical to-day. It is reported all over town that 
Judge Pyncheon, who owns the house, has been murdered; and the city 
marshal is going to look into the matter. So be off with you, at once!” 

As the Italian shouldered his hurdy-gurdy, he saw on the doorstep a 
card, which had been covered, all the morning, by the newspaper that the 
carrier had flung upon it, but was now shuffled into sight. He picked it up, 
and perceiving something written in pencil, gave it to the man to read. 
In fact, it was an engraved card of Judge P 3 mcheon’s with certain pencil- 
led memoranda on the back, referi ing to various businesses which it had 
been his purpose to transact durin),^ the preceding day. It formed a pros- 
pective epitome of the day’s histor*^; only that affairs had not turned out 
altogether in accordance with the irogramme. The card must have been 
lost from the Judge’s vest-pocket, n his preliminary attempt to gain ac- 
cess by the main entrance of the house. Though well soaked with rain, it 
was still partially legible. 

‘Took here, Dixey!” cried the man. ‘^This has something to do with 
Judge Pyncheon. Seel — here ’s his name printed on it; and here, I sup- 
pose, is some of his handwriting.” 

'Xet ’s go to the city marshal with it!” said Dixey. ^Tt may give him 
just the clew he wants. After all,” whispered he in his companion’s ear, 
*4t would be no wonder if the Judge has gone into that door and never 
come out again! A certain cousin of his may have been at his old tricks. 
And Old Maid Pyncheon having got herself in debt by the cent-shop, — 
and the Judge’s pocket-book being well filled, — and bad blood amongst 
them already! Put all these things together and see what they make!” 

“Hush, hush!” whispered the other. “It seems like a sin to be the first 
to speak of such a thing. But I think, with you, that we had better go to 
the city marshal.” 

“Yes, yes!” said Dixey. “Well! — I always said there was something 
devilish in that woman’s scowl ! ” 

The men wheeled about, accordingly, and retraced their steps up the 
street. The Italian, also, made the best of his way off, with a parting 
glance up at the arched window. As for the children, they took to their 
heels, with one accord, and scampered as if some giant or ogre were in 
pursuit, until, at a good distance from the house, they stopped as sudden- 
ly and simultaneously as they had set out. Their susceptible nerves took 
an indefinite alarm from what they had overheard. Looking back at the 
grotesque peaks and shadowy angles of the old mansion, they fancied a 
gloom diffused about it which no brightness of the sunshine could dispel. 
An imaginary Hepzibah scowled and shook her finger at them, from sev- 
eral windows at the same moment. An imaginary Clifford — for (and it 
would have deeply wounded him to know it) he had always been a horror 
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to these small people — stood behind the unreal Hepzibah, making awful 
gestures, in a faded dressing-gown. Children are even more apt, if pos- 
sible, than grown people, to catch the contagion of a panic terror. For 
the rest of the day, the more timid went whole streets about, for the sake 
of avoiding the Seven Gables; while the bolder signalized their hardihood 
by challenging their comrades to race past the mansion at full speed. 

It could not have been more than half an hour after the disappearance 
of the Italian boy, with his unseasonable melodies, when a cab drove 
down the street. It stopped beneath the P3mcheon Elm; the cabman 
took a trunk, a canvas bag, and a bandbox, from the top of his vehicle, 
and deposited them on the doorstep of the old house; a straw bonnet, 
and then the pretty figure of a young girl, came into view from the in- 
terior of the cab. It was Phoebe! Though not altogether so blooming as 
when she first tripped into our story, — for, in the few intervening weeks, 
her experiences had made her graver, more womanly, and deeper-eyed, 
in token of a heart that had begun to suspect its depths, — still there was 
the quiet glow of natural sunshine over her. Neither had she forfeited her 
proper gift of making things look real, rather than fantastic, within her 
sphere. Yet we feel it to be a questionable venture, even for Phoebe, at this 
juncture, to cross the threshold of the Seven Gables. Is her healthful pres- 
ence potent enough to chase away the crowd of pale, hideous, and sinful 
phantoms, that have gained admittance there since her departure? Or 
will she, likewise, fade, sicken, sadden, and grow into deformity, and be 
only another pallid phantom, to glide noiselessly up and down the stairs, 
and affright children as she pauses at the window? 

At least, we would gladly forewarn the unsusf)ecting girl that there is 
nothing in human shape or substance to receive her, unless it be the fig- 
ure of Judge Pyncheon, who — wretched spectacle that he is, and frightful 
in our remembrance, since our night-long vigil with him! — still keeps his 
place in the oaken chair. 

Phoebe first tried the shop-door. It did not yield to her hand; and the 
white curtain, drawn across the window which formed the upper section 
of the door, struck her quick perceptive faculty as something unusual. 
Without making another effort to enter here, she betook herself to the 
great portal, under the arched window. Finding it fastened, she knocked. 
A reverberation came from the emptiness within. She knocked again, and 
a third time; and, listening intently, fancied that the floor creaked, as if 
Hepzibah were coming, with her ordinary tiptoe movement, to admit her. 
But so dead a silence ensued upon this imaginary sound, that she began 
to question whether she might not have mistaken the house, familiar as 
she thought herself with its exterior. 

Her notice was now attracted by a child’s voice, at some distance. It ap- 
peared to call her name. Looking in the direction whence it proceeded, 
Phoebe saw little Ned Higgins, a good way down the street, stamping, 
shaking his head violently, making deprecatory gestures with both hands, 
and shouting to her at mouth-wide .sr**^#^ch. 
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“No, no, Phoebe?’^ he screamed. “Don’t you go in! There’s something 
wicked there! Don’t — don’t — don’t go in! ” 

But, as the little personage could not be induced to approach near 
enough to explain himself, Phoebe concluded that he had been frightened, 
on some of his visits to the shop, by her cousin Hepzibah; for the good 
lady’s manifestations, in truth, ran about an equal chance of scaring chil- 
dren out of their wits, or compelling them to unseemly laughter. Still, she 
felt the more, for this incident, how unaccountably silent and impene- 
trable the house had become. As her next resort, Phoebe made her way 
into the garden, where on so warm and bright a day as the present, she 
had little doubt of finding Clifford, and perhaps Hepzibah also, idling 
away the noontide in the shadow ( f the arbor. Immediately on her enter- 
ing the garden-gate, the family of hens half ran, half flew, to meet her; 
while a strange grimalkin, which \as prowling under the parlor window, 
took to his heels, clambered hastih over the fence, and vanished. The ar- 
bor was vacant, and its floor, table, and circular bench were still damp, 
and bestrewn with twigs, and the disarray of the past storm. The growth 
of the garden seemed to have got quite out of bounds; the w^eeds had 
taken advantage of Phoebe’s absen '.e, and the long-continued rain, to run 
rampant over the flowers and kitchen-vegetables. Maule’s well had over- 
flowed its stone border, and made a pool of formidable breadth in that 
corner of the garden. 

The impression of the whole scene was that of a spot where no human 
foot had left its print for many preceding days, — probably not since 
Phoebe’s departure, — for she saw a side-comb of her own under the table 
of the arbor, where it must have fallen on the last afternoon when she and 
Clifford sat there. 

The girl knew that her two relatives were capable of far greater oddities 
than that of shutting themselves up in their old house, as they appeared 
now to have done. Nevertheless, with indistinct misgivings of something 
amiss, and apprehensions to which she could not give shape, she ap- 
proached the door that formed the customary communication between 
the house and garden. It was secured within, like the two which she had 
already tried. She knocked, however; and immediately, as if the applica- 
tion had been expected, the door was drawn open, by a considerable exer- 
tion of some unseen person’s strength, not wide, but far enough to afford 
her a side-long entrance. As Hepzibah, in order not to expose herself to 
inspection from without, invariably opened a door in this manner, Phoebe 
necessarily concluded that it was her cousin who now admitted her. 

Without hesitation, therefore, she stepped across the threshold, and 
had no sooner entered than the door closed behind her. 
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XX 

The Flower of Eden 

Phcbbe, coming so suddenly from the sunny daylight, was altogether be- 
dimmed in such density of shadow as lurked in most of the passages of 
the old house. She was not at first aware by whom she had been admitted. 
Before her eyes had adapted themselves to the obscurity, a hand grasped 
her own, with a firm but gentle and warm pressure, thus imparting a wel- 
come which caused her heart to leap and thrill with an indefinable shiver 
of enjo3mient. She felt herself drawn along, not towards the parlor, but 
into a large and unoccupied apartment, which had formerly been the 
grand reception-room of the Seven Gables. The sunshine came freely into 
all the uncurtained windows of this room, and fell upon the dusty floor; 
so that Phoebe now clearly saw — ^what, indeed, had been no secret, after 
the encounter of a warm hand with hers — that it was not Hepzib^ nor 
Clifford, but Holgrave, to whom she owed her reception. The subtile, in- 
tuitive communication, or, rather, the vague and formless impression of 
something to be told, had made her yield unresistingly to his impulse. 
Without taking away her hand, she looked eagerly in his face, not quick 
to forebode evil, but unavoidably conscious that the state of the family 
had changed since her departure, and therefore anxious for an explana- 
tion. 

The artist looked paler than ordinary ; there was a thoughtful and se- 
vere contraction of his forehead, tracing a deep, vertical line between the 
eyebrows. His smile, however, was full of genuine warmth, and had in it a 
joy, by far the most vivid expression that Phoebe had ever witnessed, shin- 
ing out of the New England reserve with which Holgrave habitually 
masked whatever lay near his heart. It was the look wherewith a man, 
brooding alone over some fearful object, in a dreary forest, or illimitable 
desert, would recognize the familiar aspect of his dearest friend, bringing 
up all the peaceful ideas that belong to home, and the gentle current of 
every-day affairs. And yet, as he felt the necessity of responding to her 
look of inquiry, the smile disappeared. 

^T ought not to rejoice that you have come, Phoebe,” said he. ^We meet 
at a strange moment! ” 

^‘What has happened?” she exclaimed. ‘‘Why is the house so deserted? 
Where are Hepzibah and Clifford?” 

“Gone! I cannot imagine where they are!” answered Holgrave. “We 
are alone in the house ! ” 

“Hepzibah and Clifford gone?” cried Phoebe. “It is not possible! And 
why have you brought me into this room, instead of the parlor? Ah, some- 
thing terrible has happened ! I must run and see ! ” 

“No, no, Phoebe! ” said Holgrave, holding her back. “It is as I have told 
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you. They are gone, and I know not whither. A terrible event has, indeed, 
happened, but not to them, nor, as I undoubtingly believe, through any 
agency of theirs. If I read your character rightly, Phoebe,’’ he continued, 
fixing his eyes on hers, with stern anxiety, intermixed with tenderness, 
“gentle as you are, and seeming to have your sphere among common 
things, you yet possess remarkable strength. You have wonderful poise, 
and a faculty which, when tested, will prove itself capable of dealing with 
matters that fall far out of the ordinary rule.” 

“Oh no, I am very weak! ” replied Phoebe, trembling. “But tell me what 
has happened!” 

“You are strong!” persisted Holgrave. “You must be both strong and 
wise; for I am all astray, and neeo your counsel. It may be you can sug- 
gest the one right thing to do! ” 

“Tell me! — tell me!” said Phoe^)e, all in a tremble. “It oppresses, — it 
terrifies me, — this mystery! Anything else I can bear! ” 

The artist hesitated. Notwithstanding what he had just said, and most 
sincerely, in regard to the self-ba ancing power with which Phoebe im- 
pressed him, it still seemed almost wicked to bring the awful secret of 
yesterday to her knowledge. It was like dragging a hideous shape of death 
into the cleanly and cheerful space before a household fire, where it would 
present all the uglier aspect, amid the decorousness of everything about 
it. Yet it could not be concealed from her; she must needs know it. 

“Phoebe,” said he, “do you remember this?” 

He put into her hand a daguerreotype; the same that he had shown her 
at their first interview in the garden, and which so strikingly brought out 
the hard and relentless traits of the original. 

“What has this to do with Hepzibah and Clifford?” asked Phoebe, with 
impatient surprise that Holgrave should so trifle with her at such a mo- 
ment. “It is Judge Pyncheon! You have shown it to me before! ” 

“But here is the same face, taken within this half-hour,” said the artist, 
presenting her with another miniature. “I had just finished it, when I 
heard you at the door.” 

“This is death!” shuddered Phoebe, turning very pale. “Judge Pyn- 
cheon dead!” 

“Such as there represented,” said Holgrave, “he sits in the next room. 
The Judge is dead, and Clifford and Hepzibah have vanished! I know no 
more. All beyond is conjecture. On returning to my solitary chamber, last 
evening, I noticed no light, either in the parlor, or Hepzibah ’s room, or 
Clifford’s; no stir nor footstep about the house. This morning, there was 
the same death-like quiet. From my window, I overheard the testimony 
of a neighbor, that your relatives were seen leaving the house, in the midst 
of yesterday’s storm. A rumor reached me, too, of Judge Pyncheon being 
missed. A feeling which I cannot describe — an indefinite sense of some 
catastrophe, or consummation — impelled me to make my way into this 
part of the house, where I discovered what you see. As a point of evidence 
that may be useful to Clifford, and also as a memorial valuable to myself, 
— for, Phoebe, there are hereditary reasons that connect me strangely with 
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that man’s fate, — I used the means at my disposal to preserve this pic- 
torial record of Judge Pyncheon’s death.” 

^ Even in her agitation, Phoebe could not help remarking the calmness of 
Holgrave’s demeanor. He appeared, it is true, to feel the whole awfulness 
of the Judge’s death, yet had received the fact into his mind without any 
mixture of surprise, but as an event preordained, happening inevitabl y, 
and so fitting itself into past occurrences that it could almost have been 
prophesied. 

“Why have you not thrown open the doors, and called in witnesses?” 
inquired she, with a painful shudder. “It is terrible to be here alone 1 ” 

“But Clifford! ” suggested the artist. “Clifford and Hepzibah! We must 
consider what is best to be done in their behalf. It is a wretched fatality 
that they should have disappeared ! Their flight will throw the worst col- 
oring over this event of which it is susceptible. Yet how easy is the ex- 
planation, to those who know them! Bewildered and terror-stricken by 
the similarity of this death to a former one, which was attended with such 
disastrous consequences to Clifford, they have had no idea but of remov- 
ing themselves from the scene. How miserably unfortunate! Had Hepzi- 
bah but shrieked aloud, — ^had Clifford flung wide the door, and pro- 
claimed Judge Pyncheon’s death, — it would have been, however awful in 
itself, an event fruitful of good consequences to them. As I view it, it 
would have gone far towards obliterating the black stain on Clifford’s 
character.” 

“And how,” asked Phoebe, “could any good come from what is so very 
dreadful?” 

“Because,” said the artist, “if the matter can be fairly considered and 
candidly interpreted, it must be evident that Judge Pyncheon could not 
have come unfairly to his end. This mode of death has been an idiosyn- 
crasy with his family, for generations past; not often occurring, indeed, 
but, when it does occur, usually attacking individuals about the Judge’s 
time of life, and generally in the tension of some mental crisis, or, per- 
haps, in an access of wrath. Old Maule’s prophecy was probably founded 
on a knowledge of this physical predisposition in the Pyncheon race. Now, 
there is a minute and almost exact similarity in the appearances connected 
with the death that occurred yesterday and those recorded of the death of 
Clifford’s uncle thirty years ago. It is true, there was a certain arrange- 
ment of circumstances, unnecessary to be recounted, which made it pos- 
sible — nay, as men look at these things, probable, or even certain — that 
old Jaffrey Pyncheon came to a violent death, and by Clifford’s hands.” 

“Whence came those circumstances?” exclaimed Phoebe; “he being in- 
nocent, as we know him to be ! ” 

“They were arranged,” said Holgrave, — “at least such has long been 
my conviction, — they were arranged after the uncle’s death, and before 
it was made public, by the man who sits in yonder parlor. His own death, 
so like that former one, yet attended by none of those suspicious circum- 
stances, seems the stroke of God upon him, at once a punishment for his 
wickedness, and making plain the innocence of Clifford. But this flight, — 



THE HOUSE OF THE SEVEN GABLES 427 

it distorts everything! He may be in concealment, near at hand. Could we 
but bring him back before the discovery of the Judge’s death the evil 
might be rectified.” 

^'We must not hide this thing a moment longer!” said Phoebe. ‘Tt is 
dreadful to keep it so closely in our hearts. Clifford is innocent. God will 
make it manifest ! Let us throw open the doors, and call all the neighbor- 
hood to see the truth! ” 

‘‘You are right, Phoebe,” rejoined Holgrave. “Doubtless you are right.” 

Yet the artist did not feel the horror, which was proper to Phoebe’s 
sweet and order-loving character, at thus finding herself at issue with so- 
ciety, and brought in contact with an event that transcended ordinary 
rules. Neither was he in haste, like her, to betake himself within the pre- 
cincts of common life. On the cont) ary, he gathered a wild enjoyment, — 
as it were, a flower of strange beauty, growing in a desolate spot, and 
blossoming in the wind, — such a fl( wer of momentary happiness he gath- 
ered from his present position. It s«*parated Phoebe and himself from the 
world, and bound them to each o»her, by their exclusive knowledge of 
Judge Pyncheon’s mysterious death, and the counsel which they were 
forced to hold respecting it. The sec ret, so long as it should continue such, 
kept them within the circle of a spe l, a solitude in the midst of men, a re- 
moteness as entire as that of an island in mid-ocean; once divulged, the 
ocean would flow betwixt them, standing on its widely sundered shores. 
Meanwhile, all the circumstances of their situation seemed to draw them 
together; they were like two children who go hand in hand, pressing close- 
ly to one another’s side, through a shadow-haunted passage. The image of 
awful Death, which filled the house, held them united by his stiffened 
grasp. 

These influences hastened the development of emotions that might not 
otherwise have flowered so. Possibly, indeed, it had been Holgrave’s pur- 
pose to let them die in their undeveloped germs. 

“Why do we delay so?” asked Phcebe. “This secret takes away my 
breath ! Let us throw open the doors ! ” 

“In all our lives there can never come another moment like this!” said 
Holgrave. “Phoebe, is it all terror? — nothing but terror? Are you con- 
scious of no joy, as I am, that has made this the only point of life worth 
living for?” 

“It seems a sin,” replied Phoebe, trembling, “to think of joy at such a 
time! ” 

“Could you but know, Phcebe, how it was with me the hour before you 
came! ” exclaimed the artist. “A dark, cold, miserable hour! The presence 
of yonder dead man threw a great black shadow over everything; he made 
the universe, so far as my perception could reach, a scene of guilt and of 
retribution more dreadful than the guilt. The sense of it took away my 
youth. I never hoped to feel young again! The world looked strange, wild, 
evil, hostile; my past life, so lonesome and dreary; my future, a shapeless 
gloom, which I must mould into gloomy shapes! But, Phoebe, you crossed 
the threshold; and hope, warmth, and joy came in with you! The black 



428 


THE WORKS OF HAWTHORNE 


moment became at once a blissful one. It must not pass without the 
spoken word. I love you ! 

‘‘How can you love a simple girl like me?’^ asked Phoebe, compelled by 
his earnestness to speak. “You have many, many thoughts, with which I 
should try in vain to sympathize. And I, — I, too, — I have tendencies with 
vwhich you would s)mipathize as little. That is less matter. But I have not 
scope enough to make you happy.’’ 

“You are my only possibility of happiness!” answered Holgrave. “I 
have no faith in it, except as you bestow it on me! ” 

“And then — I am afraid!” continued Phoebe, shrinking towards Hol- 
^ave, even while she told him so frankly the doubts with which he af- 
fected her. “You will lead me out of my own quiet path. You will make 
me strive to follow you where it is pathless. I cannot do so. It is not my 
nature. I shall sink down and perish! ” 

“Ah, Phoebe!” exclaimed Holgrave, with almost a sigh, and a smile 
that was burdened with thought. “It will be far otherwise than as you 
forebode. The world owes all its onward impulses to men ill at ease. The 
happy man inevitably confines himself within ancient limits. I have a 
presentiment that, hereafter, it will be my lot to set out trees, to make 
fences, — ^perhaps, even, in due time, to build a house for another genera- 
tion, — in a word, to conform myself to laws, and the peaceful practice of 
society. Your poise will be more powerful than any oscillating tendency 
of mine.” 

“I would not have it so! ” said Phoebe, earnestly. 

“Do you love me?” asked Holgrave. “If we love one another, the mo- 
ment has room for nothing more. Let us pause upon it, and be satisfied. 
Do you love me, Phoebe?” 

“You look into my heart,” said she, letting her eyes drop. “You know 
I love you!” 

And it was in this hour, so full of doubt and awe, that the one miracle 
'Was wrought, without which every human existence is a blank. The bliss 
which makes all things true, beautiful, and holy shone around this youth 
and maiden. They were conscious of nothing sad nor old. They transfig- 
ured the earth, and made it Eden again, and themselves the two first 
dwellers in it. The dead man, so close beside them, was forgotten. At 
such a crisis, there is no death; for immortality is revealed anew, and 
embraces everything in its hallowed atmosphere. 

But how soon the heavy earth-dream settled down again! 

“Hark! ” whispered Phoebe. “Somebody is at the street-door! ” 

“Now let us meet the world! ” said Holgrave. “No doubt, the rumor of 
Judge Pyncheon’s visit to this house, and the flight of Hepzibah and Clif- 
ford, is about to lead to the investigation of the premises. We have no way 
but to meet it. Let us open the door at once.” 

But, to their surprise, before they could reach the street-door, — even 
before they quitted the room in which the foregoing interview had passed, 
— they heard footsteps in the farther passage. The door, therefore, which 
they supposed to be securely locked, — ^which Holgrave, indeed, had seen 
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to be so, and at which Phoebe had vainly tried to enter, — must have been 
opened from without. The sound of footsteps was not harsh, bold, decided, 
and intrusive, as the gait of strangers would naturally be, making author- 
itative entrance into a dwelling where they knew themselves unwelcome. 
It was feeble, as of persons either weak or weary; there was the mingled 
murmur of two voices, familiar to both the listeners. 

“Can it be?^’ whispered Holgrave. 

“It is they I ’’ answered Phoebe. “Thank God! — thank God! ” 

And then, as if in sympathy with Phoebe’s whispered ejaculation, they 
heard Hepzibah’s voice, more distinctly. 

“Thank God, my brother, we are at home! ” 

“Well! — Yes! — thank God!” lesponded Clifford. “A dreary home, 
Hepzibahl But you have done wel] to bring me hither! Stay! That parlor 
door is open. I cannot pass by it' Let me go and rest me in the arbor, 
where I used, — oh, very long ago, t seems to me, after what has befallen 
us, — where I used to be so happy w ith little Phoebe ! ” 

But the house was not altogetlier so dreary as Clifford imagined itt 
They had not made many steps, — in truth, they were lingering in the en- 
try, with the listlessness of an accomplished purpose, uncertain what to 
do next, — ^when Phoebe ran to meet them. On beholding her, Hepzibah 
burst into tears. With all her miglit, she had staggered onward beneath 
the burden of grief and responsibility, until now that it was safe to fling it 
down. Indeed, she had not energy to fling it down, but had ceased to up- 
hold it, and suffered it to press her to the earth. Clifford appeared the 
stronger of the two. 

“It is our own little Phoebe! — ^Ah! and Holgrave with her,” exclaimed 
he, with a glance of keen and delicate insight, and a smile, beautiful, 
kind, but melancholy. “I thought of you both, as we came down the street, 
and beheld Alice’s Posies in full bloom. And so the flower of Eden has 
bloomed, likewise, in this old, darksome house to-day.” 


XXI 

The Departure 

The sudden death of so prominent a member of the social world as the 
Honorable Judge Jaffrey Pyncheon created a sensation (at least, in the 
circles more immediately connected with the deceased) which had hardly 
quite subsided in a fortnight. 

It may be remarked, however, that, of all the events which constitute a 
person’s biography, there is scarcely one — none, certainly, of anything 
like a similar importance — to which the world so easily reconciles itself 
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as to his death. In most other cases and contingencies, the individual is 
present among us, mixed up with the daily revolution of affairs, and af- 
fording a definite point for observation. At his decease, there is only a va- 
cancy, and a momentary eddy, — very small, as compared with the ap- 
parent magnitude of the ingurgitated object, — and a bubble or two, 
ascending out of the black depth and bursting at the surface. As regarde'^i 
Judge Pyncheon, it seemed probable, at first blush, that the mode of his 
final departure might give him a larger and longer posthumous vogue 
than ordinarily attends the memory of a distinguished man. But when it 
came to be understood, on the highest professional authority, that the 
event was a natural, and — except for some unimportant particulars, de- 
noting a slight idiosyncrasy — by no means an unusual form of death, the 
public, with its customary alacrity, proceeded to forget that he had ever 
lived. In short, the honorable Judge was beginning to be a stale subject 
before half the county newspapers had found time to put their columns in 
mourning, and publish his exceedingly eulogistic obituary. 

Nevertheless, creeping darkly through the places which this excellent 
person had haunted in his life-time, there was a hidden stream of private 
talk, such as it would have shocked all decency to speak loudly at the 
street-corners. It is very singular, how the fact of a man’s death often 
seems to give people a truer idea of his character, whether for good or evil, 
than they have ever possessed while he was living and acting among them. 
Death is so genuine a fact that it excludes falsehood, or betrays its emp- 
tiness; it is a touchstone that proves the gold, and dishonors the baser 
metal. Could the departed, whoever he may be, return in a week after his 
decease, he would almost invariably find himself at a higher or lower 
point than he had formerly occupied, on the scale of public appreciation. 
But the talk, or scandal, to which we now allude, had reference to matters 
of no less old a date than the supposed murder, thirty or forty years ago, 
of the late Judge Pyncheon’s uncle. The medical opinion, with regard to 
his own recent and regretted decease, had almost entirely obviated the 
idea that a murder was committed in the former case. Yet, as the record 
showed, there were circumstances irrefragably indicating that some per- 
son had gained access to old Jaffrey Pyncheon’s private apartments, at or 
near the moment of his death. His desk and private drawers, in a room 
contiguous to his bedchamber, had been ransacked ; money and valuable 
articles were missing; there was a bloody hand-print on the old man’s lin- 
en ; and, by a powerfully welded chain of deductive evidence, the guilt of 
the robbery and apparent murder had been fixed on Clifford, then resid- 
ing with his uncle in the House of the Seven Gables. 

Whence^joever originating, there now arose a theory that undertook so 
to account for these circumstances as to exclude the idea of Clifford"^ 
agency. Many persons affirmed that the history and elucidation of the 
facts, long so mysterious, had been obtained by the daguerreotypist from 
one of those mesmerical seers, who, nowadays, so strangely perplex the 
aspect of human affairs, and put everybody’s natural vision to the blush, 
by the marvels which they see with their eyes shut. 
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According to this version of the story, Judge Pyncheon, exemplary as 
we have portrayed him in our narrative, was, in his youth, an apparently 
irreclaimable scapegrace. The brutish, the animal instincts, as is often the 
Cise, had been developed earlier than the intellectual qualities, and the 
force of character, for which he was afterwards remarkable. He had 
shown himself wild, dissipated, addicted to low pleasures, little short of 
ruffianly in his propensities, and recklessly expensive, with no other re- 
sources than the bounty of his uncle. This course of conduct had alienated 
the old bachelor’s affection, once strongly fixed upon him. Now it is 
averred, — but whether on authority available in a court of justice, we do 
not pretend to have investigated,- -that the young man was tempted by 
the devil, one night, to search his uncle’s private drawers, to which he had 
unsuspected means of access. Wiiile thus criminally occupied, he was 
startled by the opening of the chamber-door. There stood old Jaffrey Pyn- 
cheon, in his nightclothes! The sui irise of such a discovery, his agitation, 
alarm, and horror, brought on the crisis of a disorder to which the old 
bachelor had an hereditary liabilit /; he seemed to choke with blood, and 
fell upon the floor, striking his ten pie a heavy blow against the corner of 
a table. What was to be done? The old man was surely dead! Assistance 
would come too late! What a misfc^rtune, indeed, should it come too soon, 
since his reviving consciousness would bring the recollection of the ig- 
nominious offence which he had beheld his nephew in the very act of 
committing! 

But he never did revive. With the cool hardihood that always pertained 
to him, the young man continued his search of the drawers, and found a 
will, of recent date, in favor of Clifford, — which he destroyed, — and an 
older one, in his own favor, which he suffered to remain. But before retir- 
ing, Jaffrey bethought himself of the evidence, in these ransacked drawers, 
that some one had visited the chamber with sinister purposes. Suspicion, 
unless averted, might fix upon the real offender. In the very presence of 
the dead man, therefor, he laid a scheme that should free himself at the ex- 
pense of Clifford, his rival, for whose character he had at once a contempt 
and a repugnance. It is not probable, be it said, that he acted with any set 
purpose of involving Clifford in a charge of murder. Knowing that his 
uncle did not die by violence, it may not have occurred to him, in the 
hurry of the crisis, that such an inference might be drawn. But, when the 
affair took this darker aspect, Jaffrey ’s previous steps had already pledged 
him to those which remained. So craftily had he arranged the circum- 
stances, that, at Clifford’s trial, his cousin hardly found it nfecessary to 
swear to anything false, but only to withhold the one decisive explanation, 
by refraining to state what he had himself done and witnessed. 

Thus Jaffrey Pyncheon’s inward criminality, as regarded Clifford, was, 
indeed, black and damnable; while its mere outward show and positive 
commission was the smallest that could possibly consist with so great a 
sin. This is just the sort of guilt that a man of eminent respectability finds 
it easiest to dispose of. It was suffered to fade out of sight or be reckoned 
a venial matter, in the Honorable Judge Pyncheon’s long subsequent sur* 
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vey of his own life. He shuffled it aside, among the forgotten and forgiven 
frailties of his youth, and seldom thought of it again. 

We leave the Judge to his repose. He could not be styled fortunate at 
the hour of death. Unknowingly, he was a childless man, while striving to 
add more wealth to his only child^s inheritance. Hardly a week after his 
decease, one of the Cunard steamers brought intelligence of the death, b; 
cholera, of Judge Pyncheon^s son, just at the point of embarkation for 
his native land. By this misfortune Clifford became rich; so did Hepzi- 
bah; so did our little village maiden, and, through her, that sworn foe of 
wealth and all manner of conservatism, — the wild reformer, — Holgravel 

It was now far too late in Clifford's life for the good opinion of society 
to be worth the trouble and anguish of a formal vindication. What he 
needed was the love of a very few; not the admiration, or even the respect, 
of the unknown many. The latter might probably have been won for him, 
bad those on whom the guardianship of his welfare had fallen deemed it 
advisable to expose Clifford to a miserable resuscitation of past ideas, 
when the condition of whatever comfort he might expect lay in the calm 
of forgetfulness. After such wrong as he had suffered, there is no repara- 
tion. The pitiable mockery of it, which the world might have been ready 
enough to offer, coming so long after the agony had done its utmost work, 
would have been fit only to provoke bitterer laughter than poor Clifford 
was ever capable of. It is a truth (and it would be a very sad one but for 
the higher hopes which it suggests) that no great mistake, whether acted 
or endured, in our mortal sphere, is ever really set right. Time, the con- 
tinual vicissitude of circumstances, and the invariable inopportunity of 
death, render it impossible. If, after long lapse of years, the right seems 
to be in our power, we find no niche to set it in. The better remedy is for 
the sufferer to pass on, and leave what he once thought his irreparable 
ruin far behind him. 

The shock of Judge Pyncheon^s death had a permanently invigorating 
and ultimately beneficial effect on Clifford. That strong and ponderous 
man had been Clifford's nightmare. There was no free breath to be drawn, 
within the sphere of so malevolent an influence. The first effect of free- 
dom, as we have witnessed in Clifford's aimless flight, was a tremulous ex- 
hilaration. Subsiding from it, he did not sink into his former intellectual 
apathy. He never, it is true, attained to nearly the full measure of what 
might have been his faculties. But he recovered enough of them partially 
to light up his character, to display some outline of the marvellous grace 
that was abortive in it, and to make him the object of no less deep, al- 
though less melancholy interest than heretofore. He was evidently happy. 
Could we pause to give another picture of his daily life, with all the ap- 
pliances now at command to gratify his instinct for the Beautiful, the gar- 
den scenes, that seemed so sweet to him, would look mean and trivial in 
comparison. 

Very soon after their change of fortune, Clifford, Hepzibah, and little 
Phoebe, with the approval of the artist, concluded to remove from the dis- 
mal old House of the Seven Gables, and take up their abode, for the pres- 
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ent, at the elegant country-seat of the late Judge Pyncheon. Chanticleer 
and his family had already been transported thither, where the two hens 
had forthwith begun an indefatigable process of egg-laying, with an evi- 
dent design, as a matter of duty and conscience, to continue their illus- 
trious breed under better auspices than for a century past. On the day set 
for their departure, the principal personages of our story, including good 
Uncle Venner, were assembled in the parlor. 

^^The country-house is certainly a very fine one, so far as the plan goes,’’ 
observed Holgrave, as the party were discussing their future arrange- 
ments. ^^But I wonder that the late Judge — being so opulent, and with a 
reasonable prospect of transmitting his wealth to descendants of his own 
— should not have felt the propriety of embodying so excellent a piece of 
domestic architecture in stone, ratlier than in wood. Then, every genera- 
tion of the family might have altered the interior, to suit its own taste and 
convenience; while the exterior, through the lapse of years, might have 
been adding venerableness to its original beauty, and thus giving that im- 
pression of permanence which I consider essential to the happiness of any 
one moment.” 

“Why,” cried Phoebe, gazing int > the artist’s face with infinite amaze- 
ment, “how wonderfully your ideas are changed! A house of stone, in- 
deed! It is but two or three weeks ago that you seemed to wish people to 
live in something as fragile and temporary as a bird’s-nest! ” 

“Ah, Phoebe, I told you how it would be!” said the artist, with a half- 
melancholy laugh. “You find me a conservative already! Little did I think 
ever to become one. It is especially unpardonable in this dwelling of so 
much hereditary misfortune, and under the eye of yonder portrait of a 
model conservative, who, in that very character, rendered himself so long 
the evil destiny of his race.” 

“That picture!” said Clifford, seeming to shrink from its stern glance 
“Whenever I look at it, there is an old dreamy recollection haunting me 
but keeping just beyond the grasp of my mind. Wealth it seems to say! — ' 
boundless wealth! — unimaginable wealth! I could fancy that, when I was 
a child, or a youth, that portrait had spoken, and told me a rich secret, 
or had held forth its hand, with the written record of hidden opulence. 
But those old matters are so dim with me, nowadays! What could this 
dream have been?” 

“Perhaps I can recall it,” answered Holgrave. “See! There are a hun- 
dred chances to one that no person, unacquainted with the secret, would 
ever touch this spring.” 

“A secret spring! ” cried Clifford. “Ah, I remember now! I did discover 
it, one summer afternoon, when I was idling and dreaming about the 
house, long long ago. But the mystery escapes me.” 

The artist put his finger on the contrivance to which he had referred. 
In former days, the effect would probably have been to cause the picture 
to start forward. But, in so long a period of concealment, the machinery 
had been eaten through with rust; so that at Holgrave’s pressure, the por- 
trait, frame and all, tumbled suddenly from its position, and lay face 
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downward on the floor. A recess in the wall was thus brought to light, in 
which lay an object so covered with a century^s dust that it could not im- 
mediately be recognized as a folded sheet of parchment. Holgrave opened 
it, and displayed an ancient deed, signed with the hieroglyphics of several 
Indian sagamores, and conveying to Colonel Pyncheon and his heirs, for- 
ever, a vast extent of territory at the Eastward. 

*^This is the very parchment the attempt to recover which cost the 
beautiful Alice Pyncheon her happiness and life,’^ said the artist, alluding 
to his legend. “It is what the Pyncheons sought in vain, while it was val- 
uable; and now that they find the treasure, it has long been worthless/’ 

“Poor Cousin Jaffrey! This is what deceived him,” exclaimed Hepzi- 
bah. “When they were young together, Clifford probably made a kind of 
fairy-tale of this discovery. He was always dreaming hither and thither 
about the house, and lighting up its dark corners with beautiful stories. 
And poor Jaffrey, who took hold of everything as if it were real, thought 
my brother had found out his uncle’s wealth. He died with this delusion in 
his mindl” 

“But,” said Phoebe, apart to Holgrave, “how came you to know the 
secret?” 

“My dearest Phoebe,” said Holgrave, “how will it please you to assume 
the name of Maule? As for the secret, it is the only inheritance that has 
come down to me from my ancestors. You should have known sooner 
(only that I was afraid of frightening you away) that, in this long drama 
of wrong and retribution, I represent the old wizard, and am probably as 
much a wizard as ever he was. The son of the executed Matthew Maule, 
while building this house, took the opportunity to construct that recess, 
and hide away the Indian deed, on which depended the immense land- 
claim of the Pyncheons. Thus they bartered their Eastern territory for 
Maule’s garden-ground.” 

“And now,” said Uncle Venner, “I suppose their whole claim is not 
worth one man’s share in my farm yonder! ” 

“Uncle Venner,” cried Phoebe, taking the patched philosopher’s hand, 
“you must never talk any more about your farm! You shall never go 
there, as long as you live! There is a cottage in our new garden, — the 
prettiest little yellowish-brown cottage you ever saw; and the sweetest- 
looking place, for it looks just as if it were made of gingerbread, — and we 
are going to fit it up and furnish it, on purpose for you. And you shall do 
nothing but what you choose, and shall be as happy as the day is long, and 
shall keep Cousin Clifford in spirits with the wisdom and pleasantness 
which is always dropping from your lips! ” 

“Ah! my dear child,” q-uoth good Uncle Venner, quite overcome, “if 
you were to speak to a young man as you do to an old one, his chance of 
keeping his heart another minute would not be worth one of the buttons 
on my waistcoat! And — ^soul alive! — that great sigh, which you made me 
heave, has burst off the very last of them! But, never mind! It was the 
happiest sigh I ever did heave; and it seems as if I must have drawn in a 
gulp of heavenly breath, to make it with. Well, well Miss Phoebe! They’ll 
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miss me in the gardens hereabouts, and round by the back doors; and 
Pyncheon Street, I^m afraid, will hardly look the same without old Uncle 
Venner, who remembers it with a mowing field on one side, and the gar- 
den of the Seven Gables on the other. But either I must go to your coun- 
try-seat, or you must come to my farm, — that’s one of two things certain ; 
and I leave you to choose which ! ” 

“Oh, come with us, by all means, Uncle Venner!” said Clifford, who 
had a remarkable enjoyment of the old man’s mellow, quiet, and simple 
spirit. “I want you always to be within five minutes’ saunter of my chair. 
You are the only philosopher I ever knew of whose wisdom has not a drop 
of bitter essence at the bottom ! ” 

“Dear me! ” cried Uncle Venner beginning partly to realize what man- 
ner of man he was. “And yetiolks used to set me down among the simple 
ones, in my younger days! ifut I suppose I am like a Roxbury russet, — a 
great deal the better, the longer I c in be kept. Yes; and my words of wis- 
dom, that you and Phoebe tell me of, are like the golden dandelions, which 
never grow in the hot months, but may be seen glistening among the with- 
ered grass, and under the dry leaves, sometimes as late as December. And 
you are welcome, friends, to my m^ss of dandelions, if there were twice as 
many!” 

A plain, but handsome, dark-green barouche had now drawn up in 
front of the ruinous portal of the old mansion-house. The party came 
forth, and (with the exception of good Uncle Venner, who was to follow 
in a few days) proceeded to take their places. They were chatting and 
laughing very pleasantly together; and — as proves to be often the case, at 
moments when we ought to palpitate with sensibility — Clifford and Hep- 
zibah bade a final farewell to the abode of their forefathers, with hardl> 
more emotion than if they had made it their arrangement to return thither 
at tea-time. Several children were drawn to the spot by so unusual a spec- 
tacle as the barouche and pair of gray horses. Recognizing little Ned Hig- 
gins among them, Hepzibah put her hand into her pocket, and presented 
the urchin, her earliest and staunchest customer, with silver enough to 
people the Domdaniel cavern of his interior with as various a procession 
of quadrupeds as passed into the ark. 

Two men were passing, just as the barouche drove off. 

“Well, Dixey,” said one of them, “what do you think of this? My wife 
kept a cent-shop three months, and lost five dollars on her outlay. Old 
Maid Pyncheon has been in trade just about as long, and rides off in her 
carriage with a couple of hundred thousand, — reckoning her share, and 
Clifford’s, and Phoebe’s, — and some say twice as much! If you choose te 
call it luck, it is all very well ; but if we are to take it as the will of Provi- 
dence, why, I can’t exactly fathom it! ” 

“Pretty good business!” quoth the sagacious Dixey, — “pretty good 
business!” 

Maule’s well, all this time, though left in solitude, was throwing up a 
succession of kaleidoscopic pictures, in which a gifted eye might have 
seen foreshadowed the coming fortunes of Hepzibah and Clifford, and the 
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descendant of the legendary wizard, and the village maiden, over whom 
he had thrown Love’s web of sorcery. The Pyncheon Elm, moreover, with 
what foliage the September gale had spared to it, whispered unintelligible 
prophecies. And wise Uncle Venner, passing slowly from the ruinous 
porch, seemed to hear a strain of music, and fancied that sweet Alice Pyn- 
cheon — after witnessing these deeds, this bygone woe and this prese it 
happiness, of her kindred mortals — had given one farewell touch of a 
spirit’s joy upon her harpsichord, as she floated heavenward from the 
House of the Seven Gables 1 



BLITHEDALE ROMANCE 




Preface 


In the “Blithedale” of this volume many readers will, probably, sus 
pect a faint and not very faithful shadowing of Broo k Farm, iiL-Ro xbury , 
which (now a little more than ten years ago) was occupied and cultivated 
by a cqmpany of socialists. The author does not wish to deny that he had 
this community in his mind, and that (having had the good fortune, for 
a time, to be personally connected with it) he has occasionally availed 
himself of his actual reminiscences, in the hope of giving a more life-like 
tint to the fancy-sketch in the following pages. He begs it to be under- 
stood, however, that he has considered the institution itself as not less 
fairly the subject of fictitious handling than the imaginary personages 
whom he has introduced there. His whole treatment of the affair is alto- 
gether incidental to the main purpose of the romance; nor does he put for- 
ward the slightest pretensions to illustrate a theory, or elicit a conclusion, 
favorable or otherwise, in respect to socialism. 

In short, his present concern with the socialist community is merely to 
establish a theatre, a little removed from the highway of ordinary travel, 
where the creatures of his brain may play their phantasmagorical antics, 
without exposing them to too close a comparison with the actual events of 
real lives. In the old countries, with which fiction has long been conver- 
sant, a certain conventional privilege seems to be awarded to the ro- 
mancer; his work is not put exactly side by side with nature; and he is al- 
lowed a license with regard to every-day probability, in view of the im- 
proved effects which he is bound to produce thereby. Among ourselves, on 
the contrary, there is as yet no such Faery Land, so like the real world, 
that, in a suitable remoteness, one cannot well tell the difference, but with 
an atmosphere of strange enchantment, beheld through which the inhabi- 
tants have a propriety of their own. This atmosphere is what the American 
romancer needs. In its absence, the beings of imagination are compelled 
to show themselves in the same category as actually living mortals; a nec- 
essity that generally renders the paint and pasteboard of their composi- 
tion but too painfully discernible. With the idea of partially obviating 
this difficulty (the sense of which has always pressed very heavily upon 
him) , the author has ventured to make free with his old and affectionate- 
ly remembered home at Brook Farm, as being certainly the most roman- 
tic episode of his own life,L-essentially a day-dream, and yet a fact,— 
and thus offering an available foothold between fiction and reality. Fur- 
thermore, the scene was in good keeping with the personages whonilie de- 
sired to introduce. 

These characters, he feels it right to say, are entirely fictitious. It would, 
indeed (considering how..few„Mniable qualities he distributes amongjus 
imaginary prog en y ) , *5e a most grievous wrong tb^hls TofrSer excellent as^ 
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sociates, were the author to allow it to be supposed that he has been 
sketching any of their likenesses. Had he attempted it, they would at least 
have recognized the touches of a friendly pencil. But he has done nothing 
of the kind. The self-concentrated Philanthropist; the high-spirited 
Woman, bruising herself against the narrow limitations of her sex; the 
weakly Maiden, whose tremulous nerves endow her with Sibylline att.i- 
butes; the Minor Poet, beginning life with strenuous aspirations which die 
out with his youthful fervor, — ^all these might have been looked for at 
Brook Farm, but, by some accident, never made their appearance there. 

The author cannot dose his reference to this subject withput expressing 
a most earnest wish that some one of the many cultivated and philosophic 
minds, which took an interest in that enterprise, might now give the world 
its history. Ripley, with whom rests the honorable paternity of the insti- 
tution Dana, Dwight, Channing, Burton, Parker, for ihstmice, — ^witE 
others, whom he dares not name, because they veil themselves from the 
public eye, — ^among these is the ability to convey both the outward nar- 
rative and the inner truth and spirit of the whole affair, together with the 
lessons which those years of thought and toil must have elaborated, for 
the behoof of future experimentalists. Even the brilliant Howadji might 
find as rich a theme in his youthful reminiscences of Brook Farm, and a 
more novel one, — close at hand as it lies, — than those which he has since 
made so distant a pilgrimage to seek, in Syria and along the current of the 
Nile. 

Concord, Mass., May , 1852. 
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Old Moodie 


The evening before my departure i or Blithedal e, 1 was returni ng to my 
ba chelor ^artments , ^ter att^di ng^ the wonderful jexhib ition the 
[^i le d La3^ when an elderly man, of rather shabby appearance, met me 
in an obscure part of the street. 

/‘Mr. Coverdale)” said he, softly, ' can I speak with you a moment?” 

AS I have casually alluded to the Veiled Lady, it may not be amiss to 
mention, for the benefit of such of jny readers, as are unacquainted with 
now forgotten celebrit y, that she was a phenomenon in the mesmeric 
lin*e;^^on^ oftHe earli^t fhat had indicated the birth of a new science, or 
the revival of an old humbug. Since i hose times her sisterhood have grown 
too numerous to attract much individual notice; nor, in fact, has any one 
of them come before the public under such skilfully contrived circum- 
stances of stage-effect as tiiose which at once mystified and illuminated 
the remarkable performances of the lady in question. Nowadays, in the 
management of his “subject,” “clairvoyant,” or “medium,” the exhibitor 
affects the simplicity and openness of scientific experiment; and even if 
he profess to tread a step or two across the boundaries of the spiritual 
world, yet carries with him the laws of our actual life, and extends them 
over his preternatural conquests. Twelve or fifteen years ago, on the con- 
trary, all the arts of mysterious arrangement, of picturesque disposition, 
and artistically contrasted light and shade, were made available, in order 
to set the apparent miracle in the strongest attitude of opposition to or- 
dinary facte^ lihthe case of the Veiled Lady, moreover, the interest of the 
specTatc)f"was further wrought up by the enigma of her identity, and an 
absurd rumor (probably set afloat by the exhibitor, and at one time very 
prevalent) that a beautiful young lady, of family and fortune, was en- 
shrouded within the misty drapery of the veil. It was white, with some- 
what of a subdued silver sheen, like the sunny side a cloud; and, falling 
over the wearer from head to foot, was supposed ti insulate her from the : 
material world, from time and space, and to endo\^er with many of thei 
privileges of a disembodied spirit.) ^ 

Her pretensions, however, whether miraculous or otherwise, have little 
to do with the present narrative; except, indeed, that I had propounded, 
for the Veiled Lady^s prophetic solution, a query as to the success of our 
Blithedale enterprise. The response, by the by, was of the true Sibylline 
stamp, — nonsensical in Its first aspect, yet, on closer study, unfoldins;^ 
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variety of interpretations^ one of which has certainly accord ed with the 
^ent. I was turnin^over thisTiddle in my mind, and trying to cSch its 
slippery purport by the tail, when the old man above mentioned inter- 
rupted me. 

“Mr. Coverdale! — Mr. Coverdale!” said he, repeating my name twice, 
in order to make up for the hesitating and ineffectual way in which he 
uttered it. “I ask your pardon, sir, but I hear you are going to Blithedale 
to-morrow.’’ 

I knew the pale, elderly face, with the red-tipt nose, and the patch over 
one eye; and likewise saw something characteristic in the old fellow’s way 
of standing under the arch of a gate, only revealing enough of himself to 
make me recognize him as an acquaintance. He was a very shy personage, 
thi^^n3Ioodiey and the trait was the more singular, as his mode of get- 
tin^his bread necessarily brought him into the stir and hubbub of the 
world more than the generality of men. 

“Yes, Mr. Moodie,” I answered, wondering what interest he could take 
in the fact, “it is my intention to go to Blithedale to-morrow. Can I be of 
any service to you before my departure?” 

“If you pleased, Mr. Coverdale,” said he, “you might do me a very 
great favor.” 

“A very great one?” repeated I, in a tone that must have expressed but 
little alacrity of beneficence, although I was ready to do the old man any 
amount of kindness involving no special trouble to myself. “A very great 
favor, do you say? My time is brief, Mr. Moodie, and I have a good many 
preparations to make. But be good enough to tell me what you wish.” 

“Ah, sir,” replied Old Moodie, “I don’t quite like to do that; and, on 
further thoughts, Mr. Coverdale, perhaps I had better apply to some old- 
er gentleman, or to some lady, if you would have the kindness to make me 
known to one, who may happen to be going to Blithedale. You are a 
young man, sir!” 

“Does that fact lessen my availability for your purpc^e?” asked I. 
“However, if an older man will suit you better, there is^Mr. Hollings- 
worth^ jwho has three or four years the advantage of me in age, and is a 
much^ore solid character, and a philanthropist to boot . I. am only a poet, 
and, so the critics telTme, no great'affalr attHat! But what can this blisi- 
ness be, Mr. Moodie? It begins to interest me; especially since your hint 
that a lady’s influence might be found desirable. Come, I am really anx- 
ious to be of service to you.” 

But the old fellow, in his civil and demure manner, was both freakish 
and obstinate; and he had now taken some notion or other into his head 
that made him hesitate in his former design. 

f “I wonder, sir,” said he, “whether you know a lady whom they call 
(Zenobia?)’ 

“ '“Not personally,” I answered, “although I expect that pleasure to- 
morrow, as she has got the start of the rest us, and is already a resident at 
Blithedale. But have you a literary turn, Mr. Moodie? or have you taken 
up the advocacy of women’s rights? or what else can have interested you 
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in this lady? Zenobia, by the by, as I suppose you know, is merely her 
public name; a sort of mask in which she comes before the world, retain- 
ing all the privileges of privacy, — a contrivance, in short, like the white 
drapery of the Veiled Lady, only a little more transparent. But it is late. 
Will you tell me what I can do for you?^’ 

^Tlease to excuse me to-night, Mr. Coverdale,” said Moodie. '^You are 
very kind ; but I am afraid I have troubled you, when, after all, there may 
be no need. Perhaps, with your good leave, I will come to your lodgings 
to-morrow morning, before you set out for Blithedale. I wish you a good- 
night, sir, and beg pardon for stopping you.’’ 

And so he slipt away; and, as he did not show himself the next morn- 
ing, it was only through subsequent events that I ever arrived at a plaus- 
ible conjecture as to what his business could have been .'/Arriving at m}/ 
room, I threw a lump of cannel coa upon the grate, lighted a cigar, and 
spent an hour in musings of every hue, from the brightest to the most 
sombre; being, in truth, not so very confident as at some former periods 
that this final step, which would mi < me up irrevocably with the Blithe- 
dale affair, was the wisest that could possibly be taken, fit was nothing 
short of midnight when I went to bed, after drinking a gl^fes of particular- 
ly fine sherry, on which I used to p Ide myself in those days. It was the 
very last bottle; and I finished it, with a friend, the next forenoon, before 
setting out for Blithedale. 


II 

Blithedale 

There can hardly remain for me (who am really getting to be a frosty 
bachelor, with another white hair, ever week or so, in my mustache) , there 
can hardly flicker up again so cheery a blaze upon the hearth, as that 
which I remember, the next day, at Blithedale. It was a wood-fire, in the 
parlor of an old farm-house, on^an April afternoon, )but with the fitful 
gusts of a wintry snow-storm roaring in the chimney. Vividly does that 
fireside re-create itself, as I rake away the ashes from the embers in my 
memory, and blow them up with a sigh, for lack of more inspiring breath. 
Vividly, for an instant, but, anon, with the dimmest gleam, and with just 
as little fervency for my heart as for my finger-ends ! The staunch oaken 
logs were long ago burnt out. Their genial glow must be represented, if at 
all, by the merest phosphoric glimmer, like that which exudes, rather than 
shines, from damp fragments of decayed trees, deluding the benighted 
wanderer through a forest. Around such chill mockery of a fire some few 
of us might sit on the withered leaves, spreading out each a palm towards 
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" the imaginary warmth, and talk over our exploded scheme for beginning 
the life of Paradise anew. 

Paradise, indeed! Nobody else in the world, I am bold to affirm — no- 
body, at least, in our bleak little world of New England, — ^had dreamed 
of Paradise that day, except as the pole suggests the tropic. Nor, with 
such materials as were at hand, could the most skilful architect have ccn- 
structed any better imitation of Eve’s bower than might be seen in the 
snow-hut of an Equimaux. But we made a summer of it, in spite of the 
wild drifts. 

It was an April day, as already hinted, and well towards the middle of 
the month. When morning dawned upon me, in town, its temperature was 
mild enough to be pronounced even balmy, by a lodger, like myself, in one 
of the midmost houses of a brick block, — each house partaking of the 
warmth of all the rest, besides the sultriness of its individual furnace- 
beat. But, towards noon, there had come snow, driven along the street by 
a northeasterly blast, and whitening the roofs and sidewalks with a busi- 
ness-like perseverance that would have done credit to our severest Jan- 
i ^ary tempest. It set about its task apparently as much in earnest as if it 
bad been guaranteed from a thaw for months to come. The greater, sure- 
was my heroism, when, puffing out a final whiff of cigar-smoke, I 
^tted my cosey pair of bachelor-rooms, — with a good fire burning in the 
grate, and a closet right at hand, where there was still a bottle or two in 
the champagne-basket, and a residuum of claret in a box, — quitted, I say, 
these comfortable quarters, and plunged into the heart of the pitiless 
sn;>w-storm, in qu^t of a better life. 

‘ (The better lijfe^Possjblyj, it would hardly look so, now; it is enough if 
J it rooked so th^The greatest obstacle to being heroic is the doubt wheth- 

* er one may not-flbe going to prove one’s self a fool ; the truest heroism is to 
: resist the doubt; and the profoundest wisdom to know when it ought to 

be resisted, and when to be obeyed. 

* Yet, after all, let us acknowledge it wiser, if not more sagacious, to fol- 
low out one’s day-dream to its natural consummation, although, if the 
vision have been worth the having, it is certain never to be consummated 
otherwise than by a failure. And what of that? Its airiest fragments, im- 
palpable as they may be, will possess a value that lurks not in the most 
ponderous realties of any practicable scheme. They are not the rubbish 
of the mind, |whatever else I may repent of, therefore, let it be reckoned 
neither amon^my sins nor follies that I once had faith and force enough to 
form generous hopes of the world’s destiny, — ^yes! — and to do what in me 
lay for their accomplishment; even to the extent of quitting a warm fire- 
side, flinging away a freshly lighted cigar, and travelling far beyond the 
strike of city clocks, through a drifting snow-storm^^ 

T here were four of us wh o rode together throu^ the storm; and Hol- 
li ngsworth, who had agreed to be of the numbe^was accidentall y d e- 
la yed, and set forth at a l ater hour ^one. As welEreaded the streets, I re- 
member how the^uildlngs on either side seemed to press too closely upon 
us, insomuch that our mighty hearts found barely room enough to throb 
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between them. The snowfall, too, looked inexpressibly dreary (I had al- 
most called it dingy) , coming down through an atmosphere of city smoke, 
and alighting on the sidewalk only to be moulded into the impress of 
somebody’s patched boot or overshoe. Thus the track of an old conven- 
tionalism was visible on what w^ freshest fi;pm the sky. But when we left 
the pavements, and our muffledihoof-trampa beat upon a desolate extent 
of country road, and were effaced by tho^unfettered blast as soon as. 
stamped, then there was better air to breathe. Air that had not been] 
breathed once and again! air that had not been spoken into words of 
falsehood, formality, and error, like all the air of the dusky city! 

^^How pleasant it is!” remarked I, while the snow-flakes flew into my 
mouth the moment it was opened. ^^How very mild and balmy is this 
country air!” 

"'^^Ah,~€lovepdale, don’t laugh at wtiat little enthusiasm you have left!” 
said one of my companions. ‘T maintain that this nitrous atmosphere is 
really exhilarating; and, at any rate, we can never call ourselves regen- 
erated men till a February northeaster shall be as grateful to us as the 
softest breeze of June! ” 

So we all of us took courage, riding fleetly and merrily along, by stone 
fences that were half buried in the wave-like drifts ; and through patches 
of woodland, where the tree-trunks opposed a snow-incrusted side to- 
wards the northeast; and within ken of deserted villas, with no footprints 
in their avenues ; and passed scattered dwellings, whence puffed the smoke 
of country fires, strongly impregnated with the pungent aroma of burning 
peat. Sometimes, encountering a traveller, we shouted a friendly greet- 
ing; and he, unmuffling his ears to the bluster and the snow-spray, and lis- 
tening eagerly, appeared to think our courtesy worth less than the trouble 
which it cost him. The churl! He und erstoo d the shrill whistle o^ th e blas^ 
but had no intelligenc e for our blithalones. of brotlierhood. This lack of 
faith in our cordial sympathy, on the traveller’s part, was one among the 
innumerable tokens how difficult a task we had in hand, for the reforma- 
tion of the world. We rode on, however, with still unflagging spirits, and 
made such good companionship with the tempest that, at our journey’s 
end, we professed ourselves almost loath to bid the rude blusterer go(^ 
by. But, to own the truth, I was little better than an icicle, and began to 
be suspicious that I had CdUght a fearful cold. 

And now we were seated by the brisk fireside of the old farm-house, — 
the same fire that glimmers so faintly among my reminiscences at the be- 
ginning of this chapter. There we sat, with the snow melting out of our 
hair and beards, and our faces all ablaze, what with the past inclemency 
and present warmth. It was, indeed, a right good fire that we found await- 
ing us, built up of great, rough logs, and knotty limbs, and splintered frag- 
ments of an oak-tree, such as farmers are wont to keep for their own 
hearths, — since these crooked and unmanageable boughs could never be 
measured into merchantable cords for the market. A family of the old 
Pilgrims might have swung their kettle over precisely such a fire as this, ' 
oidy, no doubt, a bigger one; and, contrasting it with my coal-grate, I felt 
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SO much the more that we had transported ourselves a world-wide dis- 
tance from the system of society that shackled us at^eakfast-tii^ie. 

Good, comfortable|^i:;3. Foste^ (the wife of stout( ^ilas Foster . 'Vyho was 
to manage the farm,^ aTaTrsBpend, and be our tiilior in the art of hus- 
bandry) bade us a hearty welcome. At her back — a back of generous 
breadth — appeared two young women, smiling most hospitably, but look- 
ing rather awkward withal, as not well knowing what was to be their posi- 
tion in our new arrangement of the world. We shook hands affectionately 
all round, and congratuated ourselves that the b lessed state of brot her- 
]^od andji^erhood, ac which we aimed, might fairly be dated fronilhis 
moment. Our greetings were hardly concluded when the door opened, and 
Zenobia,:-:whom I had never before seen, important as was her place in 
ouFehterprise, — Zenobia entered the parlor. 

This (as the reader, if at all acquainted with our literary biography, 
need scarcely be told) was not her real name. She had assumed it, in the 
first instance, as her magazine signature; and, as it accorded well with 
something imperial which her friends attributed to this lady’s figure and 
deportment, they half-laughingly, adopted it in their familiar intercourse 
with her. She took the appellation in good part, and even encouraged its 
constant use; which, in fact, was thus far appropriate, that our Zenobia, 
however humble looked her new philosophy, had as much native pride as 
any queen would have known what to do with. 


Ill 

iy^NOT OF Dreamers ) 

Zenobia bade us welcome, in a fine, frank, mellow voice, and gave each of 
us her hand, which was very soft and warm. She had something appro- 
priate, I recollect, to say to every individual; and what she said to myself 
was this: — 

have long wished to know you, Mr. Coverdale, and to thank you for 
your beautiful poetry, some of which I have learned by heart ; or, rather, 
it has stolen into my memory, without my exercising any choice or voli- 
tion about the matter. Of course — ^permit me to say — ^you do not think of 
relinquishing an occupation in which you have done yourself so much 
credit. I would almost rather give you up as an associate, than that the 
world should lose one of its true poets! ” 

“Ah, no; there will not be the slightest danger of that, especially after 
this inestimabk praise from Zenobia,” said I, smiling, and blushing, no 
doubt, with excess of pleasure. “I hope, on the contrary^ow to produce 
something that shall really deserve to be called poetrv.- ^rue. stro ng, n^t- 
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yral, and s weet, as is the life which we are K oj ng to lead ^j-something that 
shall have the noFe^of wild birds twittering through it, or a strain like the 
wind-anthems in the woods, as the case may be.’^ 

‘‘Is it irksome to you to hear your own verses sung?’^ asked 2^nobia, 
with a gracious smile. “If so, I am very sorry, for you will certainly hear 
me singing them, sometimes, in the summer evenings.’^ 

“Of all things,^’ answered I, “that is what will delight me most.” 

While this passed, and while she spoke to my companions, I was taking 
note of Zenobia’s aspect; and it impressed itself on me so distinctly, that I 
caji n ow su mmon her _up, like a^ho st, a littl e wanner lhan the life, Euti 
otherwise She was dressed as simply as possible, in an* 

American print (I think the dry-goods people call it so) , but with a silken 
kerchief, between which and her gown there was one glimpse of a white 
shoulder. It struck me as a great pk ce of good fortune that there should 
be just that glimpse. Her hair, whi* h was dark, glossy, and of singular 
abundance, was put up rather sober] / and primly, without curls, or other 
ornament, except a single flower. It vyas an exotic, of rare beauty, and as 
fresh as if t he hot-house gardener had just dipt i t from the stem. That 
flower.has struck deep root into my memo ry, I can both see it and smell 
if^ “this moment. So brilliant, sq rare, so costly, as it must have been, 
and yet enduring only for a davf it was more indicative of the pride and 
pnmp whVh h^^a.A luxuriant grow t h in Zeno bia^s characte^th an if a great 
diamond had sparkled among her hairT 

Her hand, though very soft, was larger than most women would like to 
have, or than they could afford to have, though not a whit too large in 
proportion with the spacious plan of Zenobia’s entire development. It did 
one good to se^ a fine intellect ^Ias hers really was, although its natural! 
tendency lay iil^another directibn than towards literature) so fitly cased.* 
She was, indeed, an admirable figure of a woman, just on the hither verge 
of her richest maturity, with a combination of features which it is safe to 
call remarkably beautiful, even if some fastidious persons might pro-^ 
nounce them a little deficient in softness and delicacy. But we find enough 
of those attributes everywhere. Preferable — by way of variety, at least — 
was Zenobia’s bloom, health, and vigor, which she possessed in such over- 
flow that a man might well have fallen in love with her for their sake only. 
In her quiet moods, she seemed rather indolent; but when really in ear- 
nest, particularly if there were a spice of bitter feeling, she grew all alive,\ 
to her finger-tips. 

“I am the first comer,” Zenobia went on to say, while her smile beamed 
warmth upon us all; “so I take the part of hostess, for to-day, and wel- 
come you as if to my own fireside. You shall be my guests, too, at supper. 
To-morrow, if you please, we will be brethren and sisters, and begin our 
new life from daybreak.” 

“Have we our various parts assigned?” asked some one. 

“Oh, we of the softer sex,” responded Zenobia, with her mellow, almost 
broad laugh, — most delectable to hear, but not in the least like an ordin- 
ary woman’s laugh, — “we women (there are four of us here already) will 
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take the domestic and in-door part of the business, as a matter of course. 
To bake, to boil, to roast, to fry, to stew, — to wash, and iron, and scrub, 
and sweep, — and, at our idler intervals, to repose ourselves on knitting 
and sewing, — these, I suppose, must be feminine occupations, for the 
present. By and by, perhaps, when our individual adaptations begin to 
develop themselves, it may be that some of us who wear the petticoat will 
go afield, and leave the weaker brethren to take our places in the kitchen.'’ 

^What a pity,” I remarked, ^^that the kitchen, and the house-work gen- 
erally, cannot be left out of our system altogether! It is odd enough that 
the kind of labor which falls to the lot of women is just that which chiefly 
distinguishes artificial life — the life of degenerated mortals — from the 
life of Paradise. Eve had no dinner-pot, and no clothes to mend, and no 
washing-day.” 

“I am afraid,” said Zenobia, with mirth gleaming out of her eyes, ^‘we 
shall find some difficulty in adopting the paradisiacal system for at least 
a month to come. Look at that snow-drift sweeping past the window! Are 
there any figs ripe, do you think? Have the pine-apples been gathered to- 
day? Would you like a bread-fruit, or a cocoa-nut? Shall I run out and 
pluck you some roses? No no, Mr. Coverdale; the only flower hereabouts 
is the one in my hair, which I got out of jh green-hous^ this morning. As 
for the garb of Eden,” added she, shivenng playfully, “I shall not as- 
sume it till after May-day! ” 

I Assuredly, Zenobia could not have intended it, — the fault must have 
Ueen entirely in my imagination. But these last words, together with 
iomething in her manner, irresistibly brough up a picture of that fine, 
perfectly developed figure, in Eve’s earliest garment. Her free, careless, 
fgenerous modes of expression often had this effect of creating images 
which though pure, are hardly felt to be quite decorus when born of a 
thought that passes between man and woman. I imputed it, at that time, 
to Zenobia’s noble courage, conscious of no harm, and scorning the petty 
restraints which take the life and color out of other women’s conversation. 
There was another peculiarity about her. We seldom meet with women 
nowadays, and in this country, who impress us as being women at all, — 
their sex fades away, and goes for nothing, in ordinary intercourse. Not 
so with 2^nobia. One felt an influence breat hing out of her such as we 
Hei ght sup pose to come from Eve, wnen she was jusT'mSde^Md her Q-e- 
^^.tor^brqugSt her to Adam, saving. ^e hoid ! here is a woma^ ’ Not that I 
would convey the idea’ of especidrgeMleness, grace, modify, and shy- 
ness, but of a^ertain warm and rich rharacterfatic^ which seems, for the 
most part, to Hkve been refined away out of the^ienflnine system. 

^^And now,” continued Zenobia, “I must go and' help get supper. Do 
y^ou think you can be content, instead of figs, pine-apples, and all the 
other delicacies of Adam’s supper-table, with tea and toast, and a certain 
modest supply of ham and tongue, which, with the instinct of a house- 
wife, I brought hither in a basket? And there shall be bread and milk, too. 
If the innocence of your taste demands it.” 

The whole sisterhood now went about their domestic avocations^ utter- 
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ly declining our offers to assist, further than by bringing wood, for the 
kitchen fire, from a huge pile in the back-yard. After heaping up more 
than a sufficient quantity, we returned to the sitting-room, drew our 
chairs close to the hearth, and began to talk over our prospects. Soon, 
with a tremendous stamping in the entry, appeared Silas Fost ^r^ lank^ 
s talwart, uncouth, and. H p came from foddering the cat- 

tle in the barn, and from the field, where he had been ploughing, until the 
depth of the snow rendered it impossible to draw a furrow. He greeted us | 
in prett y m uch the samj^ton^lji his oxe n, took a ] 

quid from his iron tobacco-box, pul led off his welXQwhide boots, and ^t 
db^^^foFeThe fire ih his stocking- feet. The steam arose from his soaked 
garments, so thatA he stout yeoman looked vaporous and spectre-like. 

^‘Well, folks,” remarked Silas, you^ll be wishing yourselves bactTo 
town again, if this weather holds.” 

And, true enough, there was a lo(»k of gloom, as the twilight fell silent- 
ly and sadly out of the sky, its gray o^able flakes intermingling them-, 
selves with the fast-descending snc'W.^he storm, in its evening aspect, 
was decidedly dreary. It seemed to law arisen for our especial behoof, — 
a symbol of the cold, desolate, distrustful phantoms that invariably haunt 
the mind, on the eve of adventurous enterprises, to warn us back within 
the boundaries of ordinary life.y 

But our courage did not quail. W e would not allow ourselves to be de^* 
pressed by the snow-drift trailing past the window, any more than if it 
had been the sigh of a summer wind amon^jmstling boughs. There have 
been few brighter seasons for us than thatJ^f ever men might lawfully 
dream awake, and give utterance to their wimest visions without dread of 
laughter or scorn on the part of the audience, — yes, and speak of earthly 
happiness, for themselves and mankind, as an object to be hopefully 
striven for, and probably attained, — we who made that little semicircle 
round the blazing fire were those very memJW'e had left the rusty iron 
framework of society behind us ; we had broken through many hindrances 
that are powerful enough to keep most people on the weary tread-mill of 
the established system, even while they feel its irksomeness almost as in- 
tolerable as we did. We had stepped down from the pulpit; we had flung 
aside the pen; we had shut up the ledger; we had thrown off that sweet, 
bewitching, enervating indolence, which is better, after all, than most of 
the enjoyments within mortal grasp. It was our purpose — a generous one, 
certainly, and absurd, no doubt, in full proportion with its generosity — to 
give up whatever we had heretofore attained, for the sake of showing 
mankind the example of a life governed by other than the false and cruel 
principles on which human society has all along been based. 

Andy first of all, we had divorcedmirsel ves from p ride, a nd were striv - 
ingToTsu ppIyTtspi^ wi t h famlliarTo^ ^ We meant to lessenTEe labor- 
iH^mar’^g^iriFiTrdenTTToiI, b)^ our due share of it at the 

cost of our own thews and sinews. We ^ough t our profi t by mutud md^i n- 
stead of wresting it by the strong hana from an enmy, or Slcfiing it 
craftily from those less shrewd than ourselves (if, indeed, there were any 
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such in New England), or winning it by sel fish competition with a 
neighbor ; in one or another of which fashions every son of woman both 
perpetrates and suffers his share of the common evil, whether he chooses 
it or no. And, as the basis of our institution, we purposed to offer up the 
1 earnest toil of our bodies, as a prayer no less than an effort for the ad- 
I van cement of our race. 

Therefore, if we built splendid castle^ (phalansterii^ perhaps they 
might be more fitly called), and pictured beautiful scenes, among the 
fervid coals of the hearth around which we were clustering, and if all went 
to rack with the crumbling embers and have never since arisen out of the 
ashes, let us take to ourselves no shame. In my own behalf, I rejoice that 
'I could once thiiT[kJ^teLPi^€JvqiId's.in^rovabU^ It 

is a mistake into which men seldom fall twice" mT ametime ; or, if so, the 
rarer and higher is the nature that can thus magnanimously persist in 
error. 

Stout Silas Foster mingled little in our conversation; but when he did 
speak, it was very much to some practical purpose. For instance: — 

‘‘Which man among you,^^ quoth he, “is the best judge of swine? Some 
of us must go to the next Brighton fair, and buy half a dozen pigs.” 
^Pigs! Goocl^heavens ! had we come out from among the swinish multi- 
tude for this^And, again, in reference to some discussion about raising 
early vegetables for the market: — 

“We shall never make any hand at market-gardening,” said Silas Fos- 
ter, “unless the women-folks will undertake to do all the weeding. We 
haven’t team enough for that and the regular farm-work, reckoning three 
of your city folks as worth one common field-hand. No, no'; 1 tell you, we 
snouia nave to^et up a little too early in the morning, to compete with 
the market-gardeners round Boston.” ^ ^ 

It struck me as rather odd, that one of the first questions raised, after 
our separation from the greed y^ strugg ling, sel f-s(^king world, should 
relate to the possibility of^tlTng the^dvantage over tEe ouKde barbar- 
ians in their own field of labor. But, to own the truth, I very soon became 
sensible that, a s regarded society at large, we stood in a position of new 
hostility ...ratheiU.han new^ rotliefKb^ this fail fo 6e"fhe case, 

m some degree, until the bigger and better half of society should range 
itself on our side. Constituting so pitiful a minority as now, we were in- 
evitably estranged from the rest of mankind in pretty fair proportion 
with the strictness of our mutual bond among ourselves. 

This dawning idea, however, was driven back into my inner conscious- 
ness by the entrance of Zenobia. She came with the welcome intelligence 
that supper was on the table. Looking at herself in the glass, and perceiv- 
ing that her one magnificent flower had grown rather languid (probably 
by being exposed to the fervency of the kitchen fire), she flung it on the 
floor, as unconcernedly as a village girl would throw a^way ii f^ded violet. 
The action seemed proper to her character, although, metNought, it 
would still more have befitted the bounteous nature of tKiS beautiful 
woman to scatter fresh flowers from her hand, and to revive faded ones by 
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her touch. Nevertheless, it was a singular but irresistible effect; iheL|iresa 
ence of.ZfinQbiaxaused our heroic enterprise to show like an illusion, _a 
ma§.4uer^de,.apastpj^^^ Arcadi^ in which we grown-up men 

and women were making a play-day of the years that were given us to 
live in. I tried to analyze this impression, but not with much success. 

“It really vexes me,’’ observed Zenobia, as we left the room, “that Mr. 
Hollingsworth should be such a laggard. I should not have thought him at 
all the sort of person to be turned back by a puff of contrary wind, or a 
few snow-flakes drifting into his face.” 

“Do you know Hollingsworth personally?” I inquired. 

“No; only as an auditor — auditn^ss, I mean — of some of his lectures,’' 
said she. “What a vo ic e hp has! and what a man he is! Yet not so much 
an intellectual man, I should say, a^ a great heart; at least, he moved me 
more deeply than I think myself capable of being moved, except by the 
stroke of a true, strong heart agaijist my own. It_is a jad pity that he 
should have devoted his glorious powers to such a grimy, unBeautiTuI7an3 
positively hopeless object as this reformation of criminals, about whTchTie 
makes himself and his wretchedly small audiences so very miserable. To 
tell you a secret, I never could tolerate a philanthropist before. Could 
you?” 

“By no means,” I answered ; “neither can I now.” 

“They are, indeed, an odiously disagreeable set of mortals,” continued 
Zenobia. “I should like Mr. Hollingsworth a great deal better, if the 
philanthropy had been left out. At all events, as a mere matter of taste, I 
wish he would let the bad people alone, and try to benefit those who are 
not already past his help. Do you suppose he will be content to spend his 
life, or even a few months of it, among tolerably virtuous and comfortable 
individuals, like ourselves?” 

“Upon my word, I doubt it,” said I. “If we wish to keep him with us^ 
we must systematically commit, at least, one crime apiece! Mere pec- 
cadilloes will not satisfy him.” 

Zenobia turned, sidelong, a strange kind of a glance upon me; but, 
before I could make out what it meant, we had entered the kitchen, 
where, in accordance with the rustic simplicity of our new life, the sup- 
per-table was spread. 


IV 

The Supper-Table 

The pleasant firelight! I must still keep harping on it. 

The kitchen hearth had an old-fashioned breadth, depth, and spacious- 
ness, far within which lay what seemed the butt of a good-sized oak-tree, 
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with the moisture bubbling merrily out at both ends. It was now half an 
hour beyond dusk. The blaze from an armful of substantial sticks, ren- 
dered more combustible by brushwood and pine, flickered powerfully on 
the smoke-blackened walls, and so cheered our spirits that we cared not 
what inclemency might rage and roar on the other side of our illuminated 
windows. A yet sultrier warmth was bestowed by a goodly quantity of 
peat, which was crumbling to white ashes among the burning brands, and 
incensed the kitchen with its not ungrateful fragrance. The exuberance 
of this household fire would alone have sufficed to bespeak us no true 

[ farmers; for the New England yeoman, if he have the misfortune to 
dwell within practicable distance of a wood-market, is as niggardly of 
each stick as if it were a bar of California gold. 

But it was fortunate for us, on that wintry eve of our untried life, to 
enjoy the warm and radiant luxury of a somewhat too abundant fire. If 
it served no other purpose, it made the men look so full of youth, warm 
blood, and hope, and the women — such of them, at least, as were anywise 
convertible by its magic — so very beautiful, that I would cheerfully have 
spent my last dollar to prolong the blaze. As for Zenobia, there was a 
glow in her cheeks that made me think of Pandora, fresh from Vulcan^s 
workshop, and full of the celestial warmth by dint of which he had tem- 
pered and moulded her. 

“Take your places, my dear friends all,^^ cried she; “seat yourselves 
without ceremony, and you shall be made happy with such tea as not 
many of the world’s working-people, except yourselves, will find in their 
cups to-night. After this one supper, you may drink buttermilk, if you 
please. To-night we will quaff this nectar, which, I assure you, could not 
be bought with gold.” 

We all sat down, — grisly Silas Foster, his rotund helpmate, and the 
two bouncing handmaidens, included, — and looked at one another in a 
friendly but rather awkward way. It was the first practical trial of our 
I theories of equal brotherhood and sisterhood; and we people of superior 
cultivation and refinement (for as such, I presume, we unhesitatingly 
reckoned ourselves) felt as if something were already accomplished to- 
wards the millennium of love. The truth is, however, that the laboring-oar 
was with our unpolished companions; it l^jn g ^ far tn rondpsrend 

than_to^accg)Xof condescension. Neithef^Sid 1 refrain from questioning, 
in se^et' whether some "6tT!s— and Zenobi a ~amongTEe"^r~e^^ so 

quietly have taken our place^^ amonglbese gboTfSeo^ , save ~fort]^'' cherj- 
ished consciousness that it was not by necessity but choice r TKough we 
saw fit to drink our tea out of eaftEen cups to-m^t, aiTd m earthen com- 
pany, it was at our own option to use pictured porcelain and handle silver 
forks again to-morrow. This same salve, as to the power of regaining our 
former position, contributed mucl^I^fear^ to tbe equanimity with which 
we suTs^uerrrt^ ilj.eJiar3ships andhumUi^igns p^a lif^ of 

t oiirif ever I have deserved (which has not often been the case, ana7T 
thmk7never), but if ever I did deserve to be soundly cuffed by a fellow- 
mort^, for secretly putting weight upon some imaginary social advan- 
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tage, it must have been while I was striving to prove myself ostentatious- 
ly his equal, and no more. It was while I sat beside him on his cobbler's 
bench, or clinked my hoe against his own in the cornfield, or broke the 
same crust of bread, my earth-grimed hand to his, at our noontide lunch. 
The poor, proud man should look at both sides of sympathy like this. 

The silence which followed upon our sittifig down to table grew rather 
oppressive; indeed, it was hardly broken by a word, during the first 
round of Zenobia’s fragrant tea. 

‘T hope," said I, at last, “that our blazing windows will be visible a 
great way off. There is nothing so pleasant and encouraging to a solitary 
traveller, on a stormy night, as a flood of firelight seen amid the gloom. 
Th ese ruddy window-panes cannot tail to cheer th e hearts of all that look 
a Fthem. Are they not warm with the beacon-fire'vi^ich we have kindled 
for humanity?*^ " ~ - 

^ The blaze of that brushwood wdl only last a minute or two longer." 
observed Silas Foster; but whether he meant to insinuate that our moral 
illumination would have as brief a te^ m, I cannot say. 

“Meantime," said Zenobia, “it miy serve to guide some wayfarer to a 
shelter." 

And, just as she said this, there came a knock at the house-door. 

“There is one of the world’s wayfarers," said I. 

“Ay, ay, just so!" quoth Silas Foster. “Our fire light will draw strag- 
glers, just as a candle draws dorbugs, on a summer night." 

Whether to enjoy a dramatic suspense^ or that we were selfishly con- 
trasting our own comfort with the chill and dreary situation of the un- 
known person at the threshold, or that some of us city-folk felt a little 
startled at the knock which came so unseasonably, through night and 
storm, to the door of the lonely farm-house, — so it happened that nobody, 
for an instant or two, arose to answer the summons. Pretty soon there 
came another knock. The first had been moderately loud ; the second was 
smitten so forcibly that the knuckles of the applicant must have left their 
mark in the door-panel. 

“He knocks as if he had a right to come in," said Zenobia, laughing. 
“And what are we thinking of? It must be Mr. Hollingsworth I " 

Hereupon I went to the door, unbolted, and flung it wide open. There, 
sure enough, stood Hollingsworth, his shaggy great-coat all covered with 
anow, so that he looked quite as much like a polar bear as a modern phil- 
anthropist. 

“Sluggish hospitality this!" said he, in those deep tones of his, which 
seemed to come out of a chest as capacious as a barrel. “It would have 
served you right if I had lain down and spent the night on the doorstep, 
just for the sake of putting you to shame. But here is a guest who will 
need a warmer and softer bed." 

And, stepping back to the wagon in which he had journeyed hither, 
Hollingsworth received into his arms and deposited on the doorstep a fig- 
ure enveloped in a cloak. It was evidently a woman; or, rather, — ^judging 
from the ease with which he lifted her. and the little space which she 
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seemed to fill in his arms,~(a slim and unsubsta ntial^ girl} As she showed 
scHne hesitation about entering the^dobr, HbTImgswortli, with his usual 
directness and lack of ceremony, urged her forward not merely within the 
entry, but into the warm and strongly lighted kitchen. 

^‘Who is this?” whispered I, remaining behind with him, while he warS 
taking off his great-coat. 

^Who? Really, I don't know,” answered Hollingsworth, looking at me 
with some surprise. ^‘It is a young person who belongs here, however; 
and, no doubt, she has been expected. Zenobia, or some of the women- 
folks, can tell you all about it.” 

“I think not,” said I, glancing towards the newcomer and the other 
occupants of the kitchen. ‘'Nobody seems to welcome her. I should hardly 
judge that she w'as an expected guest.” 

“Well, well,” said Hollingsworth, quietly. “We’ll make it right.” 

The stranger, or whatever she were, remained standing precisely on 
that spot of the kitchen floor to which Hollingsworth’s kindly hand had 
impelled her. The cloak falling partly off, she was seen to be a very young 
woman dressed in a poor but decent gown, made high in the neck, and 
without any regard to fashion or smartness. Her brown hair fell down 
from beneath a hood, not in curls but with only a slight wave; her face 
was of a wan, almost sickly hue, betokening habitual seclusion from the 
sun and free atmosphere, like a flower-shrub that had done its best to 
blossom in too scanty light. To complete the pitiableness of her aspect, 
she shivered either with cold, or fear, or nervous excitement, so that you 
might have beheld her shadow vibrating on the fire-lighted wall. In short, 
^t^^^has seldorn been seen so depressed and sad a figure as this young 

despair of doing anything for her comfort. The fantasy occurred to me 
that she was some desolate kind of a creature, doomed to wander about in 
snow-storms; and that, though the ruddiness of our window-panes had 
tempted her into a human dwelling, she would not remain long enough to 
melt the icicles out of her hair. 

Another conjecture likewise came into my mind. Recollecting Hollings- 
worth’s sphere of philanthropic action, I deemed it possible that he might 
have brought one of his guilty patients, to be wrought upon, and restored 
to spiritual health, by the pure influences which our mode of life would 
create. 

As yet the girl had not stirred. She stood near the door, fixing a pair of 
large, brown, melancholy eyes upon Zenobia, — only upon Zenobia! — she 
evidently saw nothing else in the room, save that bright, fair, rosy, beau- 
tiful woman. It was the strangest look I ever witnessed; long a m ystery 
to me, and forever a memory . Once she seemed about to move Torwafd 
and ^eet her, — 1 know not with what warmth, or with what words, — but, 
finally, instead of doing so, she dropped down upon her knees, clasped her 
hands, and gazed piteously into Zenobia’s face. Meeting no kindly re- 
ception, her head fell on her bosom. 

I never thoroughly forgave Zenobia for her conduct on this occasion. 
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But women are always more cautious in their casual hospitalities than 
men. 

^'What does the girl mean?’’ cried she in rather a sharp tone. “Is she 
crazy? Has she no tongue?” 

And here Hollingsworth stepped forward. 

“No wonder if the poor child’s tongue is frozen in her mouth,” said he; 
and I think he positively frowned at Zenobia. “The very heart will lie 
frozen in her bosom, unless you women can warm it, among you, with the 
warmth that ought to be in your own ’ ” 

Hollingsworth’s appearance was very striking- at this moment. He was 
then about thirty years old, but looked several years older, with his great* 
shaggy head, his heavy brow, his d^trk complexion, his abundant beard, 
and the rude strength with which his features seemed to have been ham- 
mered out of iron, rather than chbelled or moulded from any finer or 
softer material. His figure was not te ll, but massive and brawny, and well 
befitting hi s original occupa tion, whi :h — as the reader probably knows, — 
was that of a blacksmith. As for ext( rnal polish, or mere couriesy of man- 
ner, Jie never possessed nmre than a olerably educated bear; although, in 
his gentler moods, there was'h tenderness in his voice, eyes, mouth, in his 
gesture, and in every indescribable manifestation, which few men could 
resist, and" fib woman. “ Blit lie now looked stern and reproachful, and it 
was with t hat inauspicious meaning in his glance that Hollingsworth first 
met Zenobia’s eyes, and began his influence upon her life. 

To my surprise, Zenobia — of whose haughty spirit I had been told so 
many examples — absolutely changed color, and seemed mortified and 
confused. 

“You do not quite do me justice, Mr. Hollingsworth,” said she, almost 
humbly. “I am willing to be kind to the poor girl. Is,^she_a^^r(?/<^'^^pX^ 
yours? What can I do for her?” 

“Have you anything to ask of this lady?” said Hollingsworth, kindly, 
to the girl. “I remember you mentioned her name before we left town.’' 

“Only that she will shelter me,” replied the girl, tremulously. “Only 
that she will let me be always near her.” 

“Well, indeed,” exclaimed Zenobia, recovering herself, and laughing, 
“ this is an adventur e^ and well worthy to be, the first incident in our life 
of Iqv^ and fre e -hearte dness! But I accept it, for the present, without fur- 
ther question, — only,” added she, “it would be a convenience if we knew 
your name.’L 

^Priscilla,’) said the girl; and it appeared to me that she hesitated 
whethefTo^Sod anything more, and decided in the negative. “Pray do not 
ask me my other name, — at least not yet, — if you will be so kind to a 
forlorn creature.” 

Priscilla! — Priscilla! I repeated the name to myself, three or four 
times; and in that little space, this quaint and prim c ognomen had so 
amalgamated itself with my idea of the girl, that it seemed as if no other 
name could have adhered to her for a moment. Heretofore, the poor 
thing had not shed any tears; but now that she found herself received, 
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and at least temporarily established, the big drops began to ooze out from 
beneath her eyelids, as if she were full of them. Perhaps it showed the 
iton substance of my heart, that I could not help smiling at this odd scene 
of unknown and unaccountable calamity, into which our cheerful party 
Uad been entrapped, without the liberty of choosing whether to sympa- 
thize or no. Hollingsworth’s behavior was certainly a great deal mor3 
creditable than mine. 

*'Let us not pry further into her secrets,” he said to Zenobia and the 
v/est of us, apart; and his dark, shaggy face looked really beautiful with 
its expression of thoughtful benevolence. “Let us conclude that Provi- 
dence has sent her to us, as the first-fruits of the world, which we have 
(indertaken to make happier than we find it. Let us warm her poor, shiv- 
ering body with this good fire, and her poor, shiv^ing heart with our best 
kindness. Let us feed her, ai\d make her one of ui^As w e do by this friend- 
less girl, so shall we prosper /VVnd. in good time, whatever is desirable for 
us to know will be melted out of her, as inevitably as those tears which 
we see now.” 

“At least,” remarked I, “you may tell us how and where you met with 
her.” 

“An old man brought her to my lodgings,” answered Hollingsworth, 
^and begged me to convey her to Blithedale, where — so I understood 
him — she had friends; and this is positively all I know about the matter.” 

Grim Silas Foster, all this while, had been busy at the supper-table, 
pouring out his own tea and gulping it down with no more sense of its 
exquisiteness than if it were a decoction of catnip; helping himself to 
pieces of dipt toast on the flat of his knife-blade, and dropping half of it 
on the table-cloth; using the same serviceable implement to cut slice after 
slice of ham; perpetrating terrible enormities with the butter-plate; and, 
in all other respects, behaving less like a civilized Christian than the worst 
kind of an ogre. Being by this time fully gorged, he crowned his amiable 
exploits with a draught from the water-pitcher, and then favored us with 
his opinion about the business in hand. Ar^^ cf^rtainly^ though they pro - 
ceeded out of an Unwiped m o i j th, PYprpccinnr. HiH Him-h nnnr 
" "Give the girl a hot cup of tea, and a thick slice of this first-rate 
bacon,” said Silas, like a sensible man as he was. “That’s what she wants. 
Let her stay with us as long as she likes, and help in the kitchen, and take 
the cow-breath at milking-time; and, in a week or two, she’ll begin to look 
like a creature of this world.” 

So we sat down again to supper, and Priscilla along with us. 
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V 

Until Bedtime 

Silas Foster, by the time we concluded our meal, bad stript off his coat, 
and planted himself on a low chair by the kitchen fire, with a lap-stone, a 
hammer, a piece of sole-leather, and some waxed-ends, in order to cobble 
an old pair of cowhide boots ; he being, in his own phrase, “something of a 
dab’’ (whatever degree of skill that may imply) at the shoe-making busi- 
ness. We heard the tap of his hammer, at intervals, for the rest of the 
evening. The remainder of the part 7 adjourned to the sitting-room. Good 
Mrs. Foster took her knitting-work and soon fvdl fast asleep, still keeping 
her needles in brisk movement, anc , to the best of my observation, abso- 
lutely footing a stocking out of the texture of a dream. And a very sub- 
stantial stocking it seemed to be. One of the two handmaidens hemmed a 
towel, and the other appeared to be making a ruffle, for her Sunday’s 
wear, out of a little bit of embroidered muslin which Zenobia had prob- 
ably given her. 

It was curious to observe how trustingly, and yet how timidly, our poor 
Priscilla betook herself into the shadow of Zenobia’s protection. She sat 
beside her on a stool, looking up, every now and then, with an expression 
of humble delight, at her new friend’s beauty. A brilliant woman is often 
an object of the devoted admiration — it might almost be termed worship, 
or idolatry — of some young girl, who perhaps beholds the cynosure only 
at an awful distance, and has as little hope of personal intercourse as of 
climbing among the stars of heaven. W^’e men are too gross to comprehend 
it. Even a woman, of mature age, despises or laughs at such a passion. 
There occurred to me no mode of accounting for Priscilla’s behavior, ex- 
cept by supposing that she had ^ad some of Zenobia’s stories>ias such 
literature goes everywhere), ormer tracts in defence of the sex And had 
come hither with the one purpo se of being her slave . There isAothing 
parallel to this, I believe, — nothing so foolishly disinterested, and hardly 
anything so beautiful, — in the masculine nature, at whatever epoch .of 
life; or, if there be, a fine and rare development of character might rea- 
sonably be looked for from the youth who should prove himself capable 
of such self-forgetful affection. 

Zenobia happening to change her seat, I took the opportunity, in an 
undertone, to suggest some such notion as the above. 

“Since you see the young woman in so poetical a light,” replied she, in 
the same tone, “you had better turn the affair into a b allad. It is a grand 
^libject, and worthy of supernatur^mac hinery TTHF's^ the startling 
knocITat the door, the entrance of the "sSle knight Hollingsworth and 
this shadowy snow-maiden, who, precisely at the stroke of midnight, shall 
melt away at my feet in a pool of ice-cold water and give me my death 
with a pair of wet slippers I And when the verses are written, and polished 
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quite to your mind, I wil l favor you with my idea as to what the girl 
really is ,” 

'Tray let me have it now/' said I; ‘‘it shall be woven into the ballad." 

‘S he is neith er more nor le ss/' answered Zenobia , “t^n a seamstress 
fr bm the c lt^and she has probably no more transcendental purpose than 
jto my miicellaneous sewing, for I suppose she will hardly expect ^ j 
make my dresses." 

“How can you decide upon her so easily?" I inquired. 

“Oh, we women judge one another by tokens that escape the obtuseness 
of masculine perceptions!" said Zenobia. “There is no proof which you 
would be likely to appreciate, except the needle-marks on the tip of her 
forefinger. Then, my supposition perfectly accounts for her paleness, her 
nervousness, and her wretched fragility. Poor thing! She has been stifled 
withJthe heat of a salamander-stove^jn a^smaT^cIdseToom/anThas 
coffee, and fed upon doughnuts, raisins, candy, and a ll s u~^Tf aSh, till she 
i^caf^yTarr^Fve ; and so, as she has hardly ^y physique, a poet, 
like Mr. Mile^Cbverdale, may be allowed to think her spiritual." 

“Look at her now! " whispered I. 

Priscilla was gazing towards us, with an inexpressible sorrow in her 
wan face, and great tears running down her cheeks. It was difficult to re- 
sist the impression that, cautiously as we had lowered our voices, she 
must have overheard and been wounded by Zenobia 's scornful estimate of 
her character and purposes. 

“What ears the girl must have!" whispered Zenobia, with a look of 
vexation, partly comic and partly real. “ I ..Hdlk confess to you thgt 
not q uite make h e r out. However, I am positively not an ill-natured per- 
son, unless when very grievously provoked; and as you, and especially 
Mr. Hollingsworth, take so much interest in this odd creature, — and as 
she knocks with a very slight tap against my own heart, likewise, — why, I 
mean to let her in. From this moment, I will be reasonably kind to her. 
There is no pleasure in tormenting a person of one's own sex, even if she 
do favor one with a little more love than one can conveniently dispose of ; 
and that, let me say, Mr. Coverdale, is the most troublesome offence you 
can offer to a woman." 

.“Thank you," said I, smiling; “I don't mean to be guilty of it." 

She went towards Priscilla, took her hand, and passed her own rosy 
finger-tips, with a pretty, caressing movement, over the girl’s hair. The 
touch had a magical effect. So vivid a look of joy flushed up beneath those 
fingers, that it seemed as if the sad and wan Priscilla had been snatched 
away, and another kind of creature substituted in her place. This one 
caress, bestowed voluntarily by Zenobia, was evidently received as a 
pledge of all that the stranger sought from her, whatever the unuttered 
boon might be. From that instant, too, she melted in quietly amongst us, 
and was no longer a foreign element. Though always a n^objeclLo f peculiar 
interest, a riddle, and a theme of frequent discussion, her tenure at 
Blithedale was thenceforth fixed. We no more thought qf questioning it, 
than if Priscilla had been recognized asfa domestic sprite/^ho had haunt- 
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ed the rustic fireside of ol^ bef ore we ha d ey£r.been-waxmed by ks Waze'. 

She now produced^ out of a work-bag that she had with her, some little 
wooden instruments (what they are called I never knew), and proceeded 
to knit, or net, an article which ultimately took the shape of a silk purse. 
As the work went on, I remembered to have seen just such purses before; 
indeed, I was the possessor of one. Their peculiar excellence, besides the 
great delicacy and beauty of the manufacture, lay in the almost impossi- 
bility that any uninitiated person should discover the aperture; although, 
to a practised touch, they would open as wide as charity or prodigality 
might wish. I wondered if it were not a symbol of Priscilla’s own mj^stery. 

Notwithstanding the new confidence with which Zenobia had inspired 
her, our guest showed herself disquieted by the storm. When the strong 
puffs of wind spattered the snow against the windows, and made the 
oaken frame of the farm-house creak, she looked at us apprehensively, as 
if to inquire whether these tempesi aous outbreaks did not betoken some 
unusual mischief in the shrieking blast. She had been bred up, no doubt, 
in some close nook, some inauspiciously sheltered court of the city, where 
the uttermost rage of a tempest, th(>agh it might scatter down the slates of 
the roof into the bricked area, cou) i not shake the casement of her little 
room. The_sei]^--^Qf vast,.. undefined space, pressii^ from the out side 
against the black panes of our uncurtained windows, was fearful to Jhe 
poor girl, heretofore arqistnmpd to the narrownp^;^; nf human limitc^^ith 
the lamps of neighboring tenements glimmering across the street. The 
house probably seemed to her adrift on the great ocean of the night. A lit- 
tle parallelogram of sky was all that she had hitherto known of nature, so 
that she felt the awfulness that really exists in its limitless extent. Once,| 
while. the blast_was bellpwingi she caught hold of Zenobia ’s robe, with 
precisely the air of one who hears her own name spoken at a disFance, biU ' 
is unut tera bly reluctant to obey the call. 

We spent rather (an incommunicative evenings Hollingsworth hardly 
said a word, unless ^en repeatedly and pertinaciously addressed. Then, 
indeed, he would glare upon us from the thick shrubbery of his medita- 
tions like a tiger out of a jungle, make the briefest reply possible, and be- 
take himself back into the solitude of his heart and mind. The poor fellow 
had contracted this ungracious habit from the intensity with which he 
contemplated his own ideas, and the infrequent sympathy which they 
met with from his auditors, — a circumstance that seemed only to 
strengthen the implicit confidence that he awarded to them. His heart,j[ 
i magine, was never really interested in our socialist scheme, but was for- 
^^eTbyiyjW]^^ sFr an^^ as rnp st peop le th oug ht it^ jmpracticaWe 
plan, for the reformation pii;rimin3ls.thjough an appeal to theirlijgher 
insti ncts. WucH as I liked Hollingsworth, it cost me many a groan to tol- 
eraFFEIm on this point. He ought to have commenced his investigation of 
the subject by perpetrating some huge sin in his proper person, and exam- 
ining the condition of his higher instincts afterwards. 

The rest of us formed ourselves into a committee for providing our in- 
fant community with an appropriate name, — a matter of greatly more 
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difficulty than the uninitiated reader would suppose. Blithedale was neith- 
e r yood nor bad. We should have resumed the old Indian name of tite 
premises, had it possessed the oil-and-honey flow which the aborigines 
were so often happy in communicating to their local appellations ; but it 
chanced to be a harsh, ill-connected, and interminable wor d, which 
seemed to fill the moulEwith a mixture of very stiff clay and very crumb- 
ly pebbles. Zenobia suggested ^^Sun ny Glimpse,” as expressive of a vista 
into a better of society . This we turned over and over, for a while, 

acknowledging its prettiness, but concluded it to be rather too fine and 
sentimental a name (a fault inevitable by literary ladies, in such at- 
tempts) for sunburnt men to work under. I ventured to whisper “Utopia,’’ 
which, however, was unanimously scouted down, and the proposer very 
harshly maltreated, as if he had intended a latent s a Ure . Some were for 
calling our institution ^ The Oasis/' in viev LojUit^berng t he one green spot 
in the rn oral sand-waste of the world; but others insisted on a proviso for 
reconSdermgThe matter at a twefvSnonth's end, when a final decision 
might be had, whether to name it ‘‘The Oasis," or “Sahara." So, at last, 
finding it impracticable to hammer out anything better, 
t he spot shouldxtill be Blithedale^ jts being of Roo d augu ry enough- 

Theevenmg wore oil, anHlhe outer solitude looked in upon us through 
the windows, gloomy, wild, and vague, like another state of existence, 
close beside the little sphere of warmth and light in which we were the 
prattlers and bustlers of a moment. By and by, the door was opened by 
Silas Foster, with a cotton handkerchief about his head, and a tallow- 
candle in his hand. 

“Take my advice, brother farmers," said he, with a great, broad, bot- 
tomless yawn, “and get to bed as soon as you can. I shall sound the horn 
at daybreak; and we’ve got the cattle to fodder, and nine cows to milk, 
and a dozen other things to do, before breakfast.” 

Thus ended the first evening at Blithedale. I went shivering to my fire- 
less chamber, with the miserable consciousness (which had been growing 
upon me for several hours past) that I had caught a tremendous cold, and 
should probably awaken, at the blast of the horn, a fit subject for a hos- 
pital. The night proved a feverish one. During the greater part of it, I 
was in that vilest of states when a fixed idea remains in the mind, lik^the 

M Lsera’s brain, while innumerabl e^ot ^r ideas go and come, and 
and fro, comb i ning constant transition with in t olerab le same- 
1 1 made aT ecord of that nig ht’s half-wakin^r<^fl j»^^ 
it ft Have' anticipated seve of tl^ chief inc^ents of this 
^mdudlhg a dim shado^r br Tts ca t^tropbe7~StarRngli^^ 

^ saw ffiaTthe storm was past, aniTtEe moon was shining on 
the snowy landscape, which looked like a lifeless copy of the world in 
parble. 

From the bank of the distant river, which was shimmering in the moon- 
light, came the black shadow of the only cloud in heaven, driven swiftly 
by the wind, and passing over meadow and hillock, vanishing amid tufts 
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of leafless trees, but reappearing on the hither side, until it swept across 
our doorstep. 

^ How cold an ^ 


VI 

Coverdale’s Sick-Chamber 

The horn sounded at daybreak, as Silas Foster had forewarned us, harsh, 
uproarious, inexorably drawn out and as sleep-dispelling as if this hard- 
hearted old yeoman had got hold of the trump of doom. 

On all sides I could hear the crraking of the bedsteads, as the brethren 
of Blithedale started from slumoer, and thrust themselves into their 
habiliments, all awry, no doubt, ii* their haste to begin the reformation of 
the world. Zenobia put her head into the entry, and besought Silas Fostei 
to cease his clamor, and to be kind enough to leave an armful of firewood 
and a pail of water at her chamber-door. Of the whole household, — un- 
less, indeed, it were Priscilla, for whose habits, in this particular, I can- 
not vouch, — of all our a postolic s oci ety, whose miss iort was to b less man- 
HQllingSWjQd.h,, I-apprehend, was^thfe only .one who began the enter- 
prise with prayer. My sleeping-room being but thinly partitioned from 
lii^ the solemn murmur of his voice made its way to my ears, compelling 
me to be an auditor of his awful privacy with the Creator. It affected me 
with a deep reverence for Hollingsworth, which no familiarity then exist- 
ing, or that afterwards grew more intimate between us, — no, nor my sub- 
sequent perception of his own great errors, — ever quite effaced. It is so 
rare, in these times, to meet with a man of prayerful habits (except, of 
course, in the pulpit) , that such an one is decidedly marked out by a light 
of transfiguration, shed upon him in the divine interview from which he 
passes into his daily life. 

As for me, I lay abed; and if I said my prayers, it was backward, curs- 
ing my day as bitterly as patient Job himself. The truth was, the hot- 
house warmth of a town residence, and the luxurious life in which I in- 
dulged myself, had taken much of the pith out of my physical system; f 
and the wintry blast of the preceding day, together with the general chill 
of our airy old farm-house, had got fairly into my heart and the marrow 
of my bones. In this predicament, I seriously wished — selfish as it may 
appear — that the reformation of society had been postponed about half a 
century, or, at all events, to such a date as should have put my intermed- 
dling with it entirely out of the question. 

What^ in the name of c ommon-sense, h ad I to do jvdi^ any l^tter^ 
ciety than I had always lived ini^lLhaijsatisfifc^ .Mi 
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pleasant bachelor-parlor, sunny and shadowy, curtained and carpeted, 
w^th the bedchamber adjoining; my centre-table, strewn with books and 
periodicals; my writing-desk with a half-finished poem, in a stanza of 
my own contrivance ; my morning lounge at the reading-room or picture- 
gallery; my noontide walk along the cheery pavement, with the sugges- 
tive succession of human faces, and the brisk throb of human life, hi 
which I shared; my dinner at the Albion, where I had a hundred dishes at 
command, and could banquet as delicately as the wizard Michael Scott 
when the Devil fed him from the king of France’s kitchen; my evening at 
the billiard-club, the concert, the theatre, or at somebody’s party, if T 
pleased, — ^what could be better than all this? Was it better to hoe, to 
mow, to toil and moil amidst the accumulations of a barnyard ; to be the 
chambermaid of two yoke of oxen and a dozen cows; to eat salt beef, and 
earn it with the sweat of my brow, a nd thereby take t he t ough mor sel 
of some wret ch's mouth ,jn to whose vocation I had thrust mjself ? Above 
all, was it better toTiave a f^er and die blaspheming, as I wasTTke to do? 

In this wretched plight, with a furnace in my heart, and another in my 
head, by the heat of which I was kept constantly at the boiling point, yet 
shivering at the bare idea of extruding so much as a finger into the icy 
atmosphere of the room, I kept my bed until breakfast-time, when Hol- 
lingsworth knocked at the door, and entered. 

“Well, Coverdale,” cried he, “you bid fair to make an admirable farm- 
er! Don’t you mean to get up to-day?” 

“Neither to-day nor to-morrow,” said I, hopelessly. “I doubt if I ever 
mse again!” 

“What is the matter, no)v?” he asked. 

I told him my piteous case, and besought him to send me back to town 
in a close carriage. 

“No, no!” said Hollingsworth, with kindly seriousness. “If you are 
really sick, we must take care of you.” 

Accordingly, he built a fire in my chamber, and, having little else to 
do while the snow lay on the ground, established himself as my nurse. A 
doctor was sent for, who, being homoeopathic, gave me as much medi- 
cine, in the course of a fortnight’s attendance, as would have laid on the 
point of a needle. They fed me on water-gruel, and I speedily became a 
skeleton above ground. But, after all, I have many precious recollections 
connected with that fit of sickness. 

Hollingsworth’s more than b rotherly attendance gave me inexpressible 
comfort. Most men— anJ^rtainly I could not always claim to be one of 
the exceptions — have a natural indifference, if not an absolutely hostile 
feeling, towards those whom disease, or weakness, or calamity of any 
kind causes to falter and faint amid the rude jostle of our selfish exist- 
ence. The education of Christianity, it is t rue, the sympathy of a like 
experience and the example of woni^ jmz^sogen^^and^ possibj^^ 
this ugly d ba racteristic of our sex; but it is originally there, andhailike^ 
wise Its analogy in the practice of our brute brethren, who hunt the sick 
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or disabled member of the herd from among them, as an enemy. It is for 
this reason that the stricken deer goes apart, and the sick lion grimly 
withdraws himself into his den. Except in love, or the attachments of 
kindred, or other very long and habitual affection, we really have no ten- 
derness. But there somethinj; of the woman moulded into the great,! 
^Iwart frame of Hollingsworth; nor was he ashamed of it^ as men often 
are of what is best in the^ nor seemed ever to know that there was siich 
a soft place in his heart. I knew it well, however, at that time, although \ 
afterwards it came nigh to be forgotten. Methought there could not be 
two such men alive as Hollingsworth. There never was any blaze of a 
fireside that warmed and cheered me, in the down-sinkings and shiverings 
of my spirit, so effectually as did he light out of those eyes, which lay so 
deep and dark under his shaggy bi ows. 

Happy the m an that ha^^such a.iriend beside him when. ic com es ^ 
die ! and unless a friend like Hollingsworth be at hand, — as most prob- 
aDy there will not, — he had bett'T make up his mind to die alone. How 
many men, I wonder, does one n eet with in a lifetime, whom he would 
choose for his death-bed compai ions! At the crisis of my fever, I be- 
sought Hollingsworth to let nobo ly else enter the room, but continually 
to make me sensible of his own presence, by a grasp of the hand, a word, a 
prayer, if he thought good to utte^ it; and that then he should be the wit- 
ness how courageously I would encounter the worst. It still impresses me 
as almost a matter of regret that I did not die then, when I had tolerably 
made up my mind to it; for Hollingsworth would have gone with me to 
the hither verge of life, and have sent his friendly and hopeful accents far 
over on the other side, while I should be treading the unknown path. 
Now, were I to send for him, he would hardly come to my bedside, nor 
should I depart the easier for his presence. 

“You are not going to die, this time,^’ said he, gravely smiling. “You 
know nothing about sickness, and think your case a great deal more des- 
perate than it is.’^ 

“Death should take me while I am in the mood,’’ replied I, with a little 
of my customary levity. 

“Have you nothing to do in life,” asked Hollingsworth, “that you 
fancy yourself so ready to leave it?” 

“Nothing,” answered I; “northin g that I know of, unle ss to makepret^ ^ 
yers^, an^pl^^a part, w ith Zenobia and Jhe resj: of the amateurs, in our 
pastoraT T" hrif"an hn^nhyt^ntinl nf viewed 

ihr<aMg h a mist of fev^ i\_But, dear Hollingsworth, your own vocation is 
evideMly to be a priest, \nd to spend your days and nights in helping 
your fellow-creatures to draw peaceful dying breaths.” 

“And by which of my qualities,” inquired he, “can you suppose me fit- 
ted for this awful ministry?” 

“By your tenderness,” I said. “It seems to me the reflection of God’s 
own love.” 

“ And y ou c^ l rne_ te nder! ” repeated Hollingsworth, thoughtfully. “I 
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erjsajn^- 

xible severity of purpose. Mortal man has no right to be so infleSBIelts 


it is mv nature and necessity to be. 


^ do not believe it,’^ I replied. 

But, in due time, I remembered what he said. 

Probably, as Hollingsworth suggested, my disorder was never so '■er- 
ious as, in my ignorance of such matters, I was inclined to consider it. 
After so much tragical preparation, it was positively rather mortifying to 
find myself on the mending hand. 

All the other members of the Community showed me kindness, accord- 
ing to the full measure of their capacity. Zenobia brought me my gruel, 
every day, made by her own hands (not very skilfully, if the truth must 
be told), and whenever I seemed inclined to converse, would sit by my 
bedside, and talk with so much vivacity as to add several gratuitous 
throbs to my pulse. Her poor little stories and tracts never half did jus- 
tice to her intellect. It was only^t he lack of a fitter av enue t hat drove he r 
to seek development in^ lit erate. She was made (among a thousand 
fiJSThirigs that she might have been) for a stump-oratress. I recogn ized 
^ severe culture in Zenobia : her mind was full of weeds. It startled me 
sometimes, in my state of m ora l as well ^ bodily fain t-heartedness, to 
^serve the bard ihoo ^^f Ti er~pEITosbphv/ ^e ma^ hoTscruple ot over- 
setting anSTscattenftg them as with a breeze from 

her fan. A female reformer, in her attacks upon society, has an instinctive 
sense of where the life lies, and is inclined to aim directly at that spot. 
Especially the relati^ between the sexes is naturally among the earliest 
to attract her notice. \ 

Zenobia was trul}^ magnificent woman. The homely simplicity of her 
dress could not conceal, nor scarcely diminish, the queenliness of her 
presence. The image of her form and face should have been multiplied all 
over the earth. It was wronging the rest of mankind to retain her as the 
spectacle of only a few. The stage would have been her proper sphere. 
She should have made it a point of duty, moreover, to sit endlessly to 
painters and sculptors, and preferably to the latter; because the cold 
decorum of the marble would consist with the utmost scantiness of drap- 
ery, so that the eye might chastely be gladdened with her material per- 
fection in its entireness. I know not well how to express, that the native 
glow of coloring in her cheeks, and even the flesh-warmth over her round 
arms, and what was visible of her full bust, — in a word, her womanliness 
incarnated, — compelled me sometimes to close my eyes, as if it were not 
quite the privilege of modesty to gaze at her. Illness and exhaustion, no 
doubt, had made me morbidly sensitive. 

I noticed — and wondered how Zenobia contrived it — that she had al- 
ways a ne w flnwpr in hpr And still it was a hot-house flower, — an 
outlandi^ flower , — a flower of the tropics, such as appeared to have 
sprung passionately out of a soil the very weeds of which would be fervid 
and spicy. Unlike as was the flower of each successive day to the pre- 
ceding one, it yet so assimilated its richness to the rich beauty of the 
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woman, that I thought it the only flower fit to be worn ; so fit, indeed, that 
Nature had evidently created this floral gem, in a happy exuberance, for 
the one purpose of worthily adorning Zenobia^s head. It might be that my 
feverish fantasies clustered themselves about this peculiarity, and caused 
it to look more gorgeous and wonderful than if beheld with temperate 
eyes. In the height of my illness, as I well recollect, I went so far as to 
pronounce it preternatural. 

‘^^n^ia.isLan.ejachant^ whispered I once to Hollingsworth. VShe 
is_a sister of the V eiled X ady. That flowe£ in her hair is^a^talisman. If 
snatch it away, she would vanish^ or be transforf nedlntb 
sQmethiniilse*!’^ ' 

“What does he say?” asked Zenobia. 

“Nothing that has an atom of sense in it,” answered Hollingsworths 
“He is a little beside himself, I believe, and talks about your being a 
witch, and of some magical proper y in the flower that you wear in your 
hair.” 

“It is an idea worthy of a feverish poet,” said she, laughing rather 
compassionately, and taking out tl^e flower. “I scorn to owe anything to 
magic. Here, Mr. Hollingsworth, you may keep the spell while it has any 
virtue iiwt ; but I cannot promise you not to appear with a new one to- 
morrowMt is the one relic of my more brilliant, my happier days!^ ^ 

The ^st curious part of the matter was, that long after my slight de- 
lirium had passed away, — as long, indeed, as I continued to know this re- 
markable woman, — her daily flower affected my imagination, though 
more slightly, yet in very much the same way. The reason must have been ' 
t hat^ whether inten tion^ly on her part or npt^ this_f avorite orna ment was 

One subject, about which — very impertinently, moreover — I perplexed 
myself with a great many conjectures, was, whether Zenobia had ever 
been married. The idea, it must be understood, was unauthorized by any 
circumstance or suggestion that had made its way to my ears. So young 
as I beheld her, and the freshest and rosiest woman of a thousand, there 
was certainly no need of imputing to her a destiny already accomplished; 
the probability was far greater that her coming years had all life’s richest 
gifts to bring. If the great event of a woman’s existence had been con- 
summated, the world knew nothing of it, although the world seemed to 
know Zenobia well. It was a ridiculous piece of romance, undoubtedly, to 
imagine that this beautiful personage, wealthy as she was, and holding a 
position that might fairly enough be called distinguished, could have 
given herself away so privately, but that some w'hisper and suspicion, 
and, by degrees, a full understanding of the fact, would eventually be 
blown abroad. But then, as I failed not to consider, her original home 
was at a distance of many hundred miles. Rumors might fill the social 
atmosphere, or might once have filled it, there, which would travel but 
slowly, against the wind, towards our Northeastern metropolis, and per- 
haps melt into thin air before reaching it. 

There was not — and I distinctly repeat it — the slightest foundation in 
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n^y knowledge for any surmise of the kind. But there is a species o f in- 
tjiition, — either a spiritual lie^ or the r^ ngnitinn of a 

comes to us in a reduced state of th e co rporeal sy§tei]i. The^spul^gets 
letter of the Ibody TaTter wasting illness, or when a vegetable diet may 
haveTningled too much ether in the blood. Va pors then ri se up to the 
brain, and JLa ke shapes that often image falsehood , but sometImesTruIE . 
The spheres of our companions have, at such periods, a vastly greater 
influence upon our own than when robust health gives us a repellent and 
self-defensive energy. Zenobia^s sphere, I imagine, impressed itself 
powerfully on mine, and transformed me, during this period of my weak- 
ness, into something like a mesmerical clairvoyant. 

Then, also, as anybody could observe, the freedom of her deportment 
(though, to some tastes, it might commend itself as the utmost perfection 
of manner in a youthful widow or a blooming matron) was not exactly 
maiden-like. What girl had ever laughed as Zenobia did? What girl had 
ever spoken in her mellow tones? Her unconstrained and inevitable man- 
ifestation, I said often to myself, was that of a woman to whom wedlock 
had thrown wide the gates of mystery. Yet sometimes I strove to be 
ashamed of these conjectures. I acknowledged it as a masculine grossness 
— a sin of wicked interpretation, of which man is often guilty towards the 
other sex — thus to mistake the sweet, liberal, but womanly frankness of 
a noble and generous disposition. Still, it was of no avail to reason with 
^nyself nor to upbraid myself. Pertinaciously the thought, “Zenobia is a 
wife; Zenobia has lived and loved! There is no folded petal, no latent 
dew-drop, in this perfectly developed rose!” — irresistibly that thought 
drove out all other conclusions, as often as my mind reverted to the 
subject. 

Zenobia was conscious of my observation, though not, I presume, of 
the point to which it led me. 

“Mr. Coverdale,” said she one day, as she saw me watching her, while 
she arranged my gruel on the table, “I have been exposed to a great deal of 
eye-shot in the few years of my mixing in the world, but never, I think, to 
precisely such glances as you are in the habit of favoring me with. I seem 
to interest you very much; and yet — or else a woman’s instinct is for 
once deceived — I cannot reckon you as an admirer. What are j^ou seeking 
tOndigcoy^ in^ 

“ The my stery of your life,” answered I, surprised into the truth by the 
unexpectedness of her attack. “And you will never tell me.” 

She bent her head towards me, and let me look into her eyes, as if chal- 
lenging me to drop a plummet-line down into the depths of her con 
sciousness. 

“I see nothing now,” said I, closing my own eyes, “unless it be the fac< 
-of a sprite laughing at me f rom the bottom of a deep well.” 

A bachelor always feels himself defraudedVwhen he knows or suspect.'^ 
that any woman of his acquaintance has given herself away. Otherwise 
the matter could have been no concern of mine. It was purely speculative 
for I should not, under any circumstances, have fallen in love with Zen- 
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obia. The riddle made me so nervous, however, in my sensitive conditio® 
of mind and body, that I most ungratefully began to wish that she would 
let me alone. Then, too, her gruel was very wretched stuff, with almost in- 
variably the smell of pine smoke upon it, like the evil taste that is said to 
mix itself up with a witches best concocted dainties. Why could not she 
have allowed one of the other women to take the gruel in charge? What- 
ever else might be her gifts, Nature certainly never intended Zenobia for 
a cook. Or, if so, she should have meddled only with the richest and 
spiciest dishes, and such as are to be tasted at banquets, between draughts 
of intoxicating wine. 


VII 

The Co >ivalescent 

As soon as my incommodities allowed me to think oi past occurrences, I 
failed not to inquire what had become of the odd little guest w hom Hol- 
lingsworth had been the mediu m of introducing among us.^ now ao- 
pea^reT'5iarpo(^ Wscilla had not so literally fallen out of t he c louds, as 
we were at first mclineJ to* suppose. A Tetter, which should have intro- 
duced her, had since been received from one of the city missionairies, 
containing a certificate of character, and an allusion to circumstances 
which, in the writer’s judgment, made it especially desirable that she 
should find shelter in our Community. There was a hint, not very intel- 
ligible, implying either that Priscilla had recently escaped from some par- 
ticular peril or irksomeness of position, or else that she was still liable to 
this danger or difficulty, whatever it might be. We should ill have de- 
served the reputation of a benevolent fraternity, had we hesitated to en- 
tertain a petitioner in such need, and so strongly recommended to our 
kindness; not to mention, moreover, that the strange maiden had set 
herself diligently to work, and was doing good service with her needle. 
But a slight mist of uncertainty still floated about Priscilla, and kept her, 
as yet, from taking a very decided place among creatures of flesh and 
blood. 

The mysterious attraction, which, from her first entrance on our scene, 
"she evinced for Zenobia, had lost nothing of its force. I often heard her 
footsteps, soft and low, accompanying the light but decided tread of the 
Matter up the staircase, stealing along the passage-way by her new friend s 
side, and pausing while Zenobia entered my chamber. Occasionally, Zen- 
'obia would be a little annoyed by Priscilla’s too close attendance. In an 
'authoritative and not very kindly tone, she would advise her to breathe 
'the pleasant air in a walk, or to go with her work into the barn, holding 
out half a promise to come and sit on the hay with her, when at leisure. 
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|i^ently, Priscilla found but scanty requital for her love. Hollingsworth 
likewise a great favorite with her. For several minutes together, 
sometimes, while my auditory nerves retained the susceptibility of deli- 
cate health, I used to hear a low, pleasant murmur, ascending from the 
room below; and at last ascertained it to be Priscilla^s voice, babbling 
like a little brook to Hollingsworth. She talked more largely and "reely 
with him than with Zenobia, towards whom, indeed, her feelings seemed 
not so much to be confidence as involuntary affection. I should have 
thought all the better of my own qualities had Priscilla marked me out 
for the third place in her regards. But, though she appeared to like me 
tolerably well, I could never flatter myself with being distinguished by 
her as Hollingsworth and Zenobia were. 

One forenoon, during my convalescence, there came a gentle tap at my 
chamber-door. I immediately said, “Come in, Priscilla!’’ with an acute 
sense of the applicant’s identity. Nor was I deceived. It was really Pris- 
cilla, — a pale, large-eyed little woman (for she had gone far enough into 
her teens to be, at least, on the outer limit of girlhood), but much less 
wan than at my prevmus view of her, and far better conditioned both as 
to health and spirits.{A^I first saw he^she_ hadxeminded me_of jflants 
th^.jcmfiL^ometimes doing their best to vegetate among the 

sh me. A t present, though with no approach to bloom, there were indica- 
tiotis that the girl had human blood in her veinsH 

Priscilla came softly to my bedside, and held out an article of snow- 
white linen, very carefully and smoothly ironed. She did not seem bash- 
ful, nor anywise embarrassed. My weakly condition, I suppose, supplied 
a medium in which she could approach me. 

“Do not you need this?” asked she. “I have made it for you.” 

It was a nightcap! 

“My" 'dear“ PnstnTa,” said I, smiling, “I never had on a nightcap in 
my life! But perhaps it will be better for me to wear one, now that I am 
a miserable invalid. How admirably you have done it! No, no; I never 
can think of wearing such an exquisitely wrought nightcap as this, unless 
it tein the daytime, when up to receive company.” 

fit is for use, not beauty/ answered Priscilla. “I could have embroid- 
erra it, and made li mucHprettier if I pleased.” 

While holding up the nightcap, and admiring the fine needlework, I 
perceived that Priscilla had a sealed letter, which she was waiting for me 
to take. It had arrived from the village post-office that morning. As I did 
not immediately offer to receive the letter, she drew it back, and held it 
against her bosom, with both hands clasped over it, in a way that had 
probably grown habitual to her. Now, on turning my eyes from the 
nightcap to Priscilla, it forcibly struck me that her air, though not her 
figure, and the expression of her face, but not its features, had a resem- 
blance to what I had often seen in a friend of mine, one of the most gifted 
1 women of the age. I cannot describe it. The points easiest to convey to 
I the reader were, a certain curve of the shoulders, and a partial closing of 



THE BLITHEDALE ROMANCE 


the eyes, which seemed to look more penetratingly into my own e«| 
through the narrowed apertures, than if they had been open at full wic^R 
ft was a singular anomaly of likeness coexisting with perfect dissini - 
ilitude^ - _ — -- — 

“Will you give me the letter, Priscilla?^^ said I. 

She started, put the letter into my hand, and quite lost the look that 
had drawn my notice. -v 

“Priscilla,^' I inquired, “did you ever see^ Miss Ma rgaret Fuller^ / 

“No,’^ she answered. 

“Because,’’ said I, “you reminded me of her, just now; and it hap- 
pens, strangely enough, that this very letter is from her.” 

Priscilla, for whatever reason, lo(»ked very much discomposed. 

“I wish people would not fancy^ such odd things in me!” she said, 
rater petulantly. “How could I possibly make myself resemble this lady, 
merely by holding her letter in my hand?” 

“Certainly, Priscilla, it would pi zzle me to explain it,” I replied; “nor 
do I suppose that the letter had amdhing to do with it. It was just a coin- 
cidence, nothing more.” 

She hastened out of the room, and this was the last that I saw of Pris- 
cilla until I ceased to be an invalid. 


Being much alone, during my recovery, I read interminably in Mr, 
Emerson’s Essays, “The Dial,” Carlyle’s works, George Sand’s romances 
(lent me by Zenobia), and other books which one or another of the 
brethren or sisterhood had brought with them. Agreeing in little else, 
most of these utterances were like the cry of some solitary sentinel, whose 
station was on the outposts of the advance-guard of human progression; 
or, sometimes, the voice came sadly from among the shattered ruins of 
the past, but yet had a hopeful echo in the future. They were well adapt- 
£d (better, at least, than any other intellectual products, the volatile 
essence of which had heretofore tinctured a printed page) to pilgrims like 
ourselves. \^se present bivouac was considerably further into the waste 
o f chao s pah ~ ahy ^ mortal army of cru saders had eve r marSed befo re. 
Founer'’s'woSks, dso, in a series of horribly tedious volumes, attracted^ 
good deal of my attention, from the analogy which I could not but recog- 
nize between his system and our own. There was far less resemblance, it 
is true, than the world chose to imagine, inasmuch as the two theories 
differed, as widely as the zenith from the nadir, in their main principles. 

I talked about Fourier to Hollingsworth, and translated, for his benefit, 
some of the passages that chiefly impressed me. 

“When, as a consequence of human improvement,” said I, “the globe 
shall arrive at its final perfection, the great ocean is to be converted into a 
particular kind of lemonade, such as was fashionable at Paris in Fourier’s 
time. He calls it limonade d cddre. It is positively a fact! Just imagine the 
city-docks filled, every day, with a flood-tide of this delectable beverage! ” 

“Why did not the Frenchman make punch of it, at once?” asked Hol- 
lingsworth. “The jack-tars would be delighted to go down in ships and do 
business in such an element.” 
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lb further proceeded to explain, as well as I modestly could, several 
plats of Fourier’s system, illustrating them with here and there a page 
or two, and asking Hollingsworth’s opinion as to the expediency of intro- 
ducing these beautiful peculiarities into our own practice. 

‘Tet me hear no more of it!” cried h^ in utter disgust. never will 
forgive this fellow! He has committed ythe unpardonable sin^ for what 
I more monstrous iniquify'CDuTd~'tTreTD^evfrKims(^n^^^^^ to choose 

^he elfish prihcTpl^ — th e pr i nciple of all Hum an wro ng, the v ery bl ack- 
Wss of man’s heaj^ the portion of ou rse lves which we shudder at, and 
wEch ft is the ^ole aim oF splrftual discipline to eradicate, — toThoose 
it as the master-workman of his system? To seize upon and foster what- 
ever vile, petty, sordid, filthy, bestial, and abominable corruptions have 
cankered into our nature, to be the efficient instruments of his infernal 
regeneration! And his consummated Paradise, as he pictures it, would be 
worthy of the agency which he counts upon for establishing it. The nause- 
ous villain!” 


“Nevertheless,” remarked I, “in consideration of the promised delights 
of his system, — so very proper, as they certainly are, to be appreciated by 
Fourier’s countrymen, — I cannot but wonder that universal France did 
not adopt his theory, at a moment’s warning. But is there not something 
very characteristic of his nation in Fourier’s manner of putting forth his 
view? He makes no claim to inspiration. He has not persuaded himself — 
as Swedenborg did, and as any other than a Frenchman would, with a 
mission of like importance to communicate — that he speaks with au- 
thority from above. He promulgates his system, so far as I can perceive, 
entirely on his own responsibility. He has searched out and discovered the 
whole counsel of the Almighty, in respect to mankind, past, present, and 
for exactly seventy thousand years to come, by the mere force and cun- 
ning of his individual intellect! ” 

“Take the book out of my sight,” said Hollingsworth, with great viru- 
lence of expression, “or, I tell you fairly, I shall fling it in the fire! And as 
for Fourier, let him make a Paradise, if he can, of Gehenna, where, as I 
conscientiously believe, he is floundering at this moment! ” 

“And bellowing, I suppose,” said I, — not that I felt any ill-will to- 
wards Fourier, but merely wanted to give the finishing touch to Hollings- 
worth’s image, — “bellowing for the least drop of his beloved limonadc d 
chdreT 


There is but little profit to be expected in attempting to argue with a 
man who allows himself to declaim in this manner; so I dropt the subject, 
and never took it up again. 

But had the system at which he was so enraged combined almost any 
amount of human wisdom, spiritual insight, and imaginative beauty, I 
question whether Hollingsworth’s mind was in a fit condition to receive 


^egan to discern th at h e had come among us actuated by no re al sym - 


trangmg oursdves f rom t he world, w ith whjchjhisjonelxand exclusive jb- 
jecTmJiife had alre ady put him at odds. H ollingsworth must have been 
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originally endowed with a great spirit of benevolence, deep enough atttf 
warm enough to be the source of as much disinterested good as Provi- 
dence often allows a human being the privilege of conferring upon his fel- 
lows. This native instinct yet lived within him. I myself had profited by 
it, in my necessity. It was seen, too, in his treatment of Priscilla. Such 
casual circumstances as were here involved would quicken hisu-dhan^ 
power of sympathy, and make him seem, while their influence lasted, the 
tenderest man and the truest friend on earth. But, by and by, you missed 
the tenderness of yesterday, and grew drea rily conscious that Hollings- 
worth had a.,clgser^ friend than everj^ou could be; and this Mend was the 
^Idj spectral monster which h^ had conjured upland on which 

he was wasting all the warmth o? his he art, an d of whioi, at last, — as 
these men of a mighty purpose so invariably do, — he had grown tojbe the 
hond-slav^lt was his philandiropi . theory. - - 

This was a result exceedingly sad^to contemplate, considering that it 
had been mainly brought about b} the very ardor and exuberance of his 
philanthropy. Sad, indeed, but by no means unusual j Ti e had taught his 
benevolence to pour its warm tid<* exclusively through one channel; so 
that there was nothing to spare for other great manifestations of love to 
man, nor scarcely for the nutriment of individual attachments, unless 
they could minister, in some way, toi the terrible egotisrn)which he mis- 
took for an angel of God. Had Hollingsworth's education been more en-, 
larged, he might not so inevitably have stumbled into this pitfall. But this 
identical pursuit had educated him. He knew absolutely nothing, except 
in a single direction, where he had thought so energetically, and felt to 
such a debt, that, no doubt, the entire r^on and justice of the universe 
appeared to be concentrated thitherward."^ i 

It IS" my private opTnidn that, at this period of his life, Hollingsworth 
was fast going mad; and, as with other crazy people (among whom I in- 
clude humorists of every degree), it required all the constancy of friend- 
ship to restrain his associates from pronouncing him an intolerable bore. 
Such prolonged fiddling upon_one string, — such multiform presentation of 
o ne idea ! flis^pec Lfi p object^^ ^^ which he made th^uBlic more than suf- 
fiHeSly aware, throughtEe medium of lectures and pamphlets) was to 
obtain funds for the CQnstructionLjof an edifice^ with a sort of collegiate 
^dowmeoL Oa^thisJoundation, he purposed to devote himself and a few 
disciples to the rejorm and mental culture of our criniiiiaLbre thren . His 
visionary edifice was Hollingsworth's one castle in the air; it wa s th e mar 
terial type in \vdiich his jphllanthropic dream strove to embody itself and 
he made the schemejnpre definit e, and caiighThpldof it thn ni ore stron g - 
ly, and ke pt his cj utchjhe more per tinaciQusly , by rendering it visible to 
the bodily" eye. T have seen him, a hundred times, with a pencil and sheet 
of paper, sketching the facade, the side-view, or the rear of the structure^ 
or planning the internal arrangements, as lovingly as another man might 
plan those of the projected home where he meant to be happy with his 
wife and children. I have known him to begin a model of the building 
with little stones, gathered at the brook-side, whither we had gone to cool 
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vjlselves in the sultry noon of ha)ring-time. Unlike all other ghosts, his 
^^t haunted an edifice, which, instead of being time-worn, and full of 
storied love, and joy, and sorrow, had never yet come into existence. 

‘^Dear friend,^’ said I, once, to Hollingsworth, before leaving my sick- 
chamber, heartily wish that I could make your schemes my schemes, 
because it would be so great a happiness to find myself treading the 
path with you. But I am afraid there is not stuff in me stern enough for a 
philanthropist, — or not in this peculiar direction, — or, at all events, not 
solely in this. Can you bear with me, if such should prove to be the case?” 

will at least wait awhile,” answered Hollingsworth, gazing at me 
sternly and gloomily. ^^ But how can you he. my I jfe-lnng friend, except 
you strive with me towards the great object of my life ?” 

Heaven forgive me! A horrible suspicion crept into my heart, and 
stung the very core of it as with the fangs of an adder. I wondered 
whether it were possible that Hollingsworth could have watched by my 
bedside, with all that devoted care, only for the ulterior purpose of mak- 
ing me a proselyte to his views! 


VIII 

A Modern ARCADii^ 

May-Day — I forget whether by Zenobia^s sole decree, or by the unani- 
mous vote of our community — ^had been declared a movable festival. It 
was deferred until the sun should have had a reasonable time to clear 
away the snow-drifts along the lee of the stone walls, and bring out a few 
of the readiest wild-flowers. On the forenoon of the substituted day, after 
admitting some of the balmy air into my chamber, I decided that it was 
nonsense aind effeminacy to keep myself a prisoner any longer. So I de- 
scended to the sitting-room, and finding nobody there, proceeded to the 
bam, whence I had already heard Zenobia’s voice, and along with it a 
girlish laugh, which was not so certainly recognizable. Arriving at the spot 
it a little surprised me to discover that these merry outbreaks came from 
Priscilla. 

The two had been a-maying together. They had found anemones in 
abundance, houstonias by the handful, some columbines, a few long- 
stalked violets, and a quantity of white everlasting-flowers, and had 
filled up their basket with the delicate spray of shrubs and trees. None 
were prettier than the maple-twigs, the leaf of which looks like a scarlet 
jbud in May, and like a plate of vegetable gold in October. Zenobia, who 
[ sJ^mKeidjio conscience in such matters, had also rifled a cherry-tree of one 
I of its blos^med boughs, and, with all this variety of sylvan ornament. 
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had been decking out Priscilla. Being done with a good deal of taste, it 
made her look more charming than I should have thought possible, with 
my recollection of the wan, frost-nipt girl, as heretofore described. Never- 
theless, among those fragrant blossoms, and cpnspjquously, too, hac^j^n 
stuck aj^eed of evil odor and ugly aspect, which, as soon as I detected it, 
destroyed"ffie effect of all the rest. There was a gleam of latent mischief 
— not to call it deviltry — in Zenobia’s eye, which seemed to indicate s 
slightly maHcipjJs ^urpose in the arrangement . 

As for herself, sKFscdrhed'lhe ruraTbuds and leaflets, and wore noth- 
ing but her invariable flower of the tropics. 

^^What do you think of Priscilla now, Mr. Coverdale?” asked she, sur- 
veying her as a child does its doll. ^ Is not she worth a verse or two?” 

‘‘There IS only one thing^anuss,^ .inswered I. 

Zenobia laughed, and flung the malignant weed away. 

“Yes; she deserves some verses low,” said I, “and from a better poet 
than myself. She is the very picture ofjhe New England spring; sub- 
dued in tint, anT“ralhercooI; htit a capacity^ of sunshine, anThring- 
ing us a few Alpine blossoms, as earnest of something richer, though 
hardly more beautiful, hereafter. The best type of her is one of those 
anemones.” 

“What I find most singular in Priscilla, as her health improves^”_Qb- 
served 2^nobia, “is her wildness. Such a quiet little body as she seemed, 
one would not have expected that. Why, as we strolled the woods to- 
gether, I could hardly keep her from scrambling up the trees, like a squir- 
rel. She has never before known what it is to live in the free air, and so it 
intqxicates^^her as if she were sipping wine. And she thinks it such a para- 
djs^here, iid all of us, particularly Mr. Hollingsworth and myself, sucli 
angels! It is quite ridiculous, and provokes one’s malice, almost, to see a 
creature so happy — especially a feminine creature.” 

“They are always happier than male creatures,” said I. 

“You must correct that opinion, Mr. Coverdale,” replied Zenobia con- 
temptuously, “or I shall think you lack the poetic insight. Did you ever 
see a happy woman in your life? Of course, I do not mean a girl, like 
Priscilla, and a thousand others, — for they are all alike, while on the 
sunny side of experience, — but a grown woman. How can she be happy . 
after discovering that fate h a s assigned her but one single event, which 
s^ must contrive to make the substance of her whole life? A man has^bis 
ctioice oflnnunie^ 

“A woman, I suppose,” answered I, “by constant repetition of her one 
event, may compensate for the lack of variety.” 

“Indeed!” said Zenobia. 

While we were talking, Priscilla caught sight of Hollingsworth, at a 
distance, in a blue frock, and with a hoe over his shoulder, returning from 
the field. She immediately set out to meet him, running and skipping, 
with spirits as light as the breeze of the May morning, but with limbs too 
little exercised to be quite responsive; she clapped her hands, too, with 
great exuberance of gesture, as is the custom of young girls when their 
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electricity overcharges them. But, all at once, midway to Hollingsworth, 
she paused, looked round about her, towards the river, the road, the 
woods, and back towards us, appearing to listen, as if she heard some one 
calling her name, and knew not precisely in what direction. 

“Have you bewitched her?” I exclaimed. 

“It is no sorcery of mine,” said Zenobia; “but I have seen the g^rl do 
that identical thing once or twice before. Can you imagine what is the 
matter with her?” 

“No; unless,” said I, “she has the gift of hearing those ^airy tongues 
that syllable men^s names,^ which Milton tells about.” 

From whatever cause, Priscilla’s animation seemed entirely to have de- 
serted her. She seated herself on a rock, and remained there until Hol- 
lingsworth came up; and when he took her hand and led her back to us, 
she rather resembled my original image of the wan and spiritless Pris- 
cilla than the flowery May-queen of a few moments ago. These sudden 
transform ations, only to be accounted for by an extreme nervous si^- 
ceptiHIfity, always continued to characterize the girl, though with dimin- 
i35e3^frequency as her health progressively grew more robust. 

I was now on my legs again. My fit of illness had been an avenue be- 
tween two existences; the low-arched and darksome doorway, through 
w'hich I crej)t out of a life of old conventionalisms, on my haqds and 
knees, as it were, and gained admittance into the freer region that lay be- 
yond. In this respect, it was like death. And, as with death, tod^ it was 
good to have gone through it. No otherwise could I have rid myself of a 
thousand follies, fripperies, prejudices, habits, and other §uch worldly 
dust as inevitably settles upon the crowd along the broad highway, giv- 
ing them all one sordid aspect before noon-time, however freshly they 
may have begun their pilgrimage in the dewy morning, The very sub- 
stance upon my bones had not been fit to live with in any better, truer, or 
more energetic mode than that to which I was accustomed. So it was 
taken off me and flung aside, like any other worn-out or unseasonable 
garment; and, after shivering a little while in my skeleton, I began to be 
clothed anew, and much more satisfactorily than in my previous suit. In 
literal and physical truths I was quite another man. I had a lively sense 
of the exultation with which the spirit will enter on the next stage of its 
I eternal progress after leaving the heavy burden of its mortality in an 
L early grave, with as little concern for what may become of it as now af- 
Ifected me for the flesh which I had lost. 

Emerging into the genial sunshine, I half fancied th at the labors o f 
the brothernood had already re alized some of h ourier’s pre dict ions7 Thglr 
enlightened culture of the soil, and the virfues^with~which they sanc- 
tified their life, had begun to produce an effect upon the material world 
and its climate. In my new enthusiasm, man looked strong and stately, — 
and woman, oh how beautiful! — and the earth a green garden, blossom- 
ing with many-colored delights. Thus Nature, whose laws I had broken 
in various artificial ways, comported herself towards me as a strict but 
loving mother, who uses the rod upon her little boy for his naughtiness. 
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and then gives him a smile, a kiss, and some pretty playthings to console 
the urchin for her severity. 

In th^interval of my seclusion, there had been a number of recruits to 
durTTftTe army oT sai nts and fhattWgy hey were mostly individuals who 
'had gone through such an experience as to disgust them with ordinary 
pursuits, but who were not yet so old, nor had suffered so deeply, as to 
lose their faith in the better time to come. Onjcqmparing Aeir minds one 
with anoth e r th ey often discovered that thiF idea of a ConrTmumty had 
been g^rqwing u^ in sIT^IimdrTOkno^h^^ "Tor “ye^sT Thought- 

ftil, strongly lined faces were among them; sombre brows, but eyes that 
did not require spectacles, unless prematurely dimmed by the student’s 
lamplight, and hair that seldom showed a thread of silver. Age, wedded 
to the past, incrusted over with a stony layer of habits, ana retaining 
nothing fluid in its possibilities, would have been absurdly out of place in 
an enterprise like this. Youth, to( , in its early dawn, was hardly more 
adapted to our purpose; for it would behold the morning radiance of its 
own spirit beaming over the very same spots of withered grass and barren 
sand whence most of us had seen it vanish. We had very young people 
with us, it is true, — downy lads, i osy girls in their first teens, and chil- 
dren of all heights above one’s knee; but these had chiefly been sent hith- 
er for education, which it was one of the objects and methods of our in- 
stitution to supply. Then we had boarders, from town and elsewhere, who 
lived with us in a familiar way, sympathized more or less in our theories, 
and sometimes shared in our labors 

Onjhe whole, it was a society such as has seldom met.iQgetherf-nQr,| 
perhaps, ioutdjt 'reasonably be expected-tOLholdlogether l ong . Persons of ) 
marked individuality — crooked sticks, as some of us might be called — 
are not exactly the easiest to bind up into a fagot. But, so long as our 
union should subsist, a man of intellect and feeling, with a free nature in 
him, might have sought far and near without finding so many points of at- 
traction as would allure him hitherward. We were of all creeds and opin- 
ions, and generally tolerant of all, on every imaginable subject. Our 
bond, it seems to me^ was not affirmative, but negative. We had in- 
dividually found one thing or another to quarrel with ih our past life, 
and were pretty well agreed as to the inexpediency of lumbering along 
with the old system any further. As to what should be substituted, there 
was much less unanimity. did not greatly care — at least, I never did 
— for the written constitution under which our millennium had com- 
menced. My hope wa s, that, ^etw^n Jji^iy_^a_nd practice, a true and j 
availab le mode of life might be"sfruck out; and that, even should we uJK^* 
mately Tail, the mdhTKs'of 'j^ars sp<^^^^^ the trial would not 

wastejd^M regarded passing enjoyment, or the experience w^l( 
makes men wise. 

Arcadians though we were, our costume bore no resemblance to the 
beribboned doublets, silk breeches and stockings, and slippers fastened 
with artifi^l roses, that distinguish the pastoral people of poetry and 
the stage. In outward show, 1 humbly conceive, we looked rather like a 
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' as had an airing, whenever we strode afield! Coats with<nigh collars and 
with no collars, broad-skirted or swallow-tailed, and with the wai<^t at 
every point between the hip and arm-pit; pantaloons of a dozen succes- 
sive epochs, and greatly defaced at the knees by the humiliations of the 
wearer before his lady-love, — in short, we were a living epitome of _de- 
funct fashions, and the very raggedest pr esentment of men who had seen 
■^ EelFer days . H w^ gentility In tatf “Oiten retaining a scholarlike or 
^clerical air, you might have taken us for the denizens of Grub Street, in- 
tent on getting a comfortable livelihood by agricultural labor; or, Cole- 
ridge’s projected Pantisocracy in full experiment; or, Candide and his 
motley associates at work in their cabbage-garden ; or anything else that 
was miserably out at elbows, and most clumsily patched in the r^r.{^ 
might have been sworn comrades to Falstaff’s ragged regimenU Little 
skill as we boasted in other joints of husbandry, every motherVsSn of us 
would have served admirably to stick up for a scarecrow. And the worst 
of the matter was, that the first energetic movement essential to one 
downright stroke of real labor was sure to put a finish to these poor 
habiliments. So we gradually flung them all aside, and took to honest 
homespun and linsey-woolsey, as preferable, on the whole, to the plan 
recommended, I think, by Virgil, — **Ara nudus; sere ntidus!^ — which as 
Silas Foster remarked, when I translated the maxim, would be apt to 
astonish the women-folks. 
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After a reasonable training, the yeoman life throve well with us. Our 
faces took the sunburn kindly; our chests gained in compass, and our 
shoulders in breadth and squareness; our great brown fists looked as if 
they had never been capable of kid gloves. The plough, the hoe, the 
scythe, and the hay-fork grew familiar to our grasp. The oxen responded 
to our voices. We could do almost as fair a day’s work as Silas Foster 
himself, sleep dreamlessly after it, and awake at daybreak with only a 
little stiffness of the joints, which was usually quite gone by breakfast- 
time. 

TfiJtKLJSure/jQUr next neiighbors pretended 
real proficiency in the business which we had taken in hand. They told 
sfanderous fables about our inability to yoke our own oxen, or to drive 
them afield when yoked, or to release the poor brutes from their conjugal 
bond at nightfall. They had the face to say, too, that the cows laughed at 
our awkwardness at milking-time, and invariably kicked over the pails; 
partly in consequence of our putting the stool on the wrong side, and 
partly because, taking offence at the whisking of their tails, we were in 
the habit of holding these natural fly-flappers with one hand and milking 
with the other. They further averred that we hoed up whole acres of In- 
dian corn and other crops, and drew the earth carefully about the weeds; 
and that we raised five hundred tufts of burdock, mistaking them for 
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cabbages; and that, by dint of unskilful planting few of our seeds ever 
came up at all, or, if they did come up it was stem-foremost; and that 
we spent the better part of the month of June in reversing a field of beans, 
which had thrust themselves out of the ground in this unseemly way. 
They quoted it as nothing more than an ordinary occurrence for one or 
other of us to crop off two or three fingers, of a morning, by our clumsy 
use of the hay-cutter. Finally, and as an ultimate catastrophe, these 
mendacious rogues circulated a report that we communitarians were ex- 
terminated, to the last man, by severing ourselves asunder, with the 
sweep of our own scythes! — and that the world had lost nothing by thi^ 
little accident. 

But this was pure envy and nialice on the part of the neighboring 
farmers. The peril of our n ewjya3' of life was not l est we shou ld fail in 

'1 

spiritualization of labor. It was to be 
our form of prayer and ceremonial if worship. Each stroke of the hoe was 
to uncover some aromatic root of w isdom, heretofore hidden from the sun. 
Pausing in the field, to let the wind exhale the moisture from our fore- 
heads, we were to look upward, and catch glimpses into the far-off soul 
of truth. Jn thi^pomt^f view^ nmtters did not turn out quite so w ell as we 
itlllidpate^ it is very true that, sometimes, gazing casuaTTy" around me, 
out of the midst of my toil, I used to discern a richer picturesqueness in 
the visible scene of earth and sky. The re was, at such nyments, a nov- 
d^X-an .un wonted aspect, on the face of Nature, as if sheTiad~Been Tak^ 
by surp rise and jeen^t jinawargs, w ith iio Opportu nity tojguV^ jer real 
lool^ ain^ as^un^ the mask with which^ she mysterious lyhi de s herself 
fnoni mort^. IB^ut this was all. The clods of earth, which we so constant- 
ly belabored and turned over and over, were never etherealized into 
thought. Our thoughls^„OXLjh^contraQ^j we fast becoming cloddish. 
Our labor symbolized nothing, ahdTeft us mentally sluggish in the* dusk 
of the evening. I jitelle ctual activity is incompa tible with a n y large ani ouiU 
of bod i^ e xercise. The yeoman and”'fhe scholar — the yeoman andTEe 
manoFfinest moral culture, though not the man of sturdiest sense and 
integrity — are two distinct individuals, and can never be melted or 
welded into one substance. 

Zenobia soon saw this truth, and gibed me about it, one evening, as 
Hollingsworth and I lay on the grass, after a hard day’s work. 

“I am afraid you did not make a song, to-day, while loading the hay- 
cart,’^ said she, “as Burns did, when he was reaping barley.” 

“Burns never made a song in haying-time,” I answered, very positively. 
“ He was no poet wh ile aja rmer^ and no farmer while a poet.” 

“And on tEe^whble^ which of the two characters do you like best?” 
asked Zenobia. “For I have an idea that you cannot combine them any 
better than Burns did. Ah, I see, in my mind’s eye, what sort of an in- 
dividual you are to be, two or three years hence. Grim Silas Foster is your 
prototype, with his palm of sole-leather, and his joints of rusty iron 
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(which all through summer keep the stiffness of what he calls his win- 
ter’s rheumatize), and his brain of — I don’t know what his brain is made 
of, unless it be a Savoy cabbage; but yours may be cauliflower, as a ra- 
ther more delicate variety. Your physical man will be transmuted into 
salt beef and friend pork, at the rate, I should imagine, of a pound and a 
half a day; that being about the average which we find necessary ir the 
kitchen. You will make your toilet for the day (still like this delightful 
Silas Foster) by rinsing your fingers and the front part of your face in a 
little tin pan of water at the doorstep, and teasing your hair with a 
wooden pocket-comb before a seven-by-nine-inch looking-glass. Your 
only pastime will be to smoke some very vile tobacco in the black stump 
of a pipe.” 

“Pray, spare me!” cried 1 . “But the pipe is not Silas’s only mode of 
solacing himself with the weed.” 

“Your literature,” continued Zenobia, apparently delighted with her 
description, “will be the Tarmer’s Almanac;’ for I observe our friend 
Foster never gets so far as the newspaper. When you happen to sit down, 
at odd moments, you will fall asleep, and make nasal proclamation of the 
fact, as he does; and invariably you must be jogged out of a nap, after 
supper, by the future Mrs. Coverdale, and persuaded to go regularly to 
bed. And on Sundays, when you put on a blue coat with brass buttons, 
you will think of nothing else to do, but to go and lounge over the stone 
walls and rail fences, and stare at the corn growing. And you will look 
with a knowing eye at oxen, and will have a tendency to clamber over 
into pigsties, and feel of the hogs, and give a guess how much they will 
weigh after you shall have stuck and dressed them. Already I have no- 
ticed you begin to speak through your nose, and with a drawl. Pray, if 
you really did make any poetry to-day, let us hear it in that kind of 
utterance!” 

“Coverdale has given up making verses now,” said Hollingsworth, who 
never had the slightest appreciation of my poetry. “Just think of him pen- 
ning a sonnet with a fist like that! There is at least this good in a life of 
toil, that it takes the nonsense and fancy-work out of a man, and leaves 
nothing but what truly belongs to him. If a farmer can make poetry at the 
plough-tail, it must be because his natu^ insists on it; and if that be the 
case, let him make it, in Heaven’s name! 

“And how is it with you?” asked Zenobia, in a different voice; for she 
never laughed at Hollingsworth, as she often did at me. “You, I think, 
cannot have ceased to live a life of thought and feeling.” 

“I have always been in earnest,” answered Hollingsworth. “I have 
hammered thought out of iron^ after heating _the iron in my h^rt !Tr 
matters little what my outward toil may be. Were T a slave at the bot- 
tom of a mine, I should keep the sam^purpose, the same faith in its ulti- 
mate accomplishment, that I do now^ Miles Coverdale i s not in earnest 
either as a poet or a laborer^ \ 

*""^^¥011 give me Hard m^iire, Hollingsworth,” said I, a little hurt. “I 
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have kept pace with you in the field ; and my bones feel as if I had been 
in earnest, whatever may be the case with my brain I 

“I cannot conceive,” observed Zenobia, with great emphasis, — and, no 
doubt, she spoke fairly the feeling of the moment, — “I cannot conceive 
of being so continually as Mr. Coverdale is within the sphere of a strong 
and noble nature, without being strengthened and ennobled by its in- 
fluence!” 

This amiable remark of the fair Zenobia confirmed me in what I had 
already begun to suspect, that Hollingsworth, like many other illustrious 
prophets, reformers, and philanthropists, was likely to make at least two 
proselytes among the women to one among the men. Zenobia and Pris- 
cilla! These, I belieALe (unless my unworthy self might be reckoned for a 
third), were the only disciples of his mission; and I spent a great deaJLof 
time^-usielessIy,^~Hlrying conjecture what Hollingsworth meant to^ 
with them — and they with hinil_ 


IX 

Hollingsworth. Zenobia, Priscilla 

r 

It is not, I apprehend, a healthy kind of mental occupation, to devote 
Ourselves too exclusively to the study of individual men and women. If 
the person under examination be one’s self, the result is pretty certain to 
be diseased action of the heart, almost before we can snatch a second 
glance, pr, if we take the freedom to put a friend under our microscope, 
we thereby insulate him from many of his true relations, magnify his 
peculiarities, inevitably tear him into parts, and, of course, patch him 
very clumsily together again. What wonder, then, should we be frightened 
by the aspect of a monster, which, after all, — though we can point to 
every feature of his deformity in the real personage, — may be said to have 
been created mainly by ourselves. 

Thus, as. my conscience has often whispered me, I did Hollingsworth a 
great wrong by prying into his character; and am perhaps doing him as 
great a one, at this moment, by putting faith in the discoveries which I 
seemed to make. But I could not help it. Had I loved him less, I might 
have used him better. He and ^^n obia and P ri scilla — b ot h for their own 
sakes and as connected w ith him — were separated from the rest of the 
C ommunity, to my imagination, and s^ood forth as the i ndices of a^roB - 
lemjw hich itjwas my business to solve. Other associates had a portion ol 
my time; other matters amused me; passing occurrences carried me along' 
with them, while they lasted. But here was the vortex of my meditations, 
around which they revolved, and whitherwarS^'fSey too contmuaTIy 
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tended. In the midst ofxheejHhiLaQciety, I had often a feeling of loneliness. 
For it was impossible not to be sensiBre“tKal,^vffinfe^thesFflire^ 
figured so largely on my private theatre, I — though probably reckoned as 
a friend by all — was at best but a secondary or tertiary personage with 
either of them. 

I loved Hollingsworth, as has already been enough expressed. F it it 
impressed me, more and more, that there was a stern and dreadful pe- 
culiarity in this man, such as could not prove otnerwise than pernicious 
to the happiness of those who should be drawn into too intimate a con- 
nection with him. He was not altogethe r I mman. There was som ething 
I else in Hollingswor th hesidesfleshandT^^ and sympathies andTa?- 
I fections an d c elestial sp irit. 

This is always true of those men who have surrendered thems elves t o 
an overru ling purpo se. It does not so much impel them trom without, nor 
eyeiTopSate as a motive power within, but grows incprpgi:ate with^ll 
that they think^nd. feel^ and finally converts them into little else save 
that one piThciple. Whe n such begins to b e the predi came nt, it is not 
cowardice^ but wi sd om to^avol? mSe \^tims. The^Th aye _no heart, no 
sympathy ^ no reason, no conscie^e^heY^ will keep no_frjend, unless he 
make himself the^mirror of thei r^purp os e ; tTiey^ wiirsmite" and slay you, 
and trample your deaT corpse ,5n3er Too C^3 rffiej^re^>^ ^ If 

t gke the first st e p w ith them, and canimt take^the^ecqnd,^ and the thM, 
evei^othe r step of their teyrlblyi trait' path . They have an fdol to 
which they consecrate themselves high-priest, and deem it holy work to 
offer sacrifices of whatever is most precious; and never once seem to sus- 
pect — ^so cunning has the Devil been with them — that this false deity, in 
whose iron features, immitigable to all the rest of mankind, they see only 
benignity and love, is but a spectrum of the very priest himself, pro- 
jected upon the surrounding darkness. And the higher and purer the 
original object, and the more unselfishly it may have been taken up, the 
slighter is the probability that they can be led to recognize the process by 
[which godlike ben^voleuice has been debased i nto all-dfrv/>Hnng^g^s"^ 

Of yurse I ani p erfectly awar e t h^ the a^ve sta tem ent is exag - 
gerated^ iFlh ^ a ttemprt oma E^t adequ ate. Professed philanthropists 
naw^dne far ’"Tut no originally good man, T presume, ever went quite so 
far as this. Let the reader abate whatever he deems fit. The paragraph 
may remain, however, both for its trut h an d its exaggeration, as strongly 
^roressive of ^e tenden c ies which were re alfy o ptativ e in Hqlling swor tlL 
I ^d as exeniplifying the kind of error into whicIT my^mode^ oh^rvation 
was calculated to lead me. The issue was, that in solitude I often shud- 
dered at my friend. In my recollection of his dark and impressive counten- 
ance, the features grew more sternly prominent than the reality, duskier 
in their depth and shadow, and more lurid in their light; the frown, that 
had merely flitted across his brow, seemed to have contorted it with an 
adamantine wrinkle. On meeting him again, I was often filled with re- 
morse, when his deep eyes beamed kindly upon me, as with the glow of a 
^Household fire that was burning in a cave. “He is a man after all,’^ thought 
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i; ^^ his Maker^s own truest image, a philanthropic man ! — not th at steel 
eiigine q£ the DeviPs contrivance, a philanthropist !'^ But in my wo^ 
walks, and in my silent chamfeer, the dark face frowned at me again. 

When a young girl comes within the sphere of such a man, she is as 
perilously situated as the maiden whom, in the old classical myths, the 
people used to expose to a dragon. If I ha d any d uty whatever, in ref- 
erence to HolIi ngsw orth^Jt was tn^^de^wor Jo snye that 

kind of per song^l worship wTiicTi'her sex is generally prone to lavis h upo n 
saints and h^oes. It often requires but one smile out of the hero’s eyes 
into the girl’s or woman’s heart, to transform this devotion, from a 
sentiment of the highest approval and confidence, into passionate love. 
Now, Hollingsworth smiled much upon Priscilla, — more than upon any 
other person. If she thought him beautiful, it was no wonder. I often 
thought him so, with the expression of tender human care and gentlest 
sympathy which she alone seeme 1 to have power to call out upon his 
features. Zenobia, I suspect, would have given her eyes, bright as they 
were, for such a look; it was the hast that our poor Priscilla could do, to 
give her heart for a great many o them. There was the more danger of 
this, inasmuch as the footing on which we all associated at Blithedale 
was widely different from that of conventional society. While inclining us 
to the soft affections of the golden age, it seemed to authorize any in- 
dividual, of either sex, to fall in love with any other, regardless of what 
would elsewhere be judged suitable and prudent. Accordingly the tender 
passion was very rife among us, in various degrees of mildness or viru- 
lence, but mostly passing away with the state of things that had given it 
origin. This was all well enough; but, for a girl like Priscilla and a woman 
like Zenobia to jostle one another in their love of a man like Hollings- 
worth, was likely to be no child’s play. 

Had I been as cold-hearted as I sometimes thought myself, nothing 
would have interested me more than to witness the play of passions that 
must thus have been evolved. ^utj_in ho nest trut h ^^ I would real ly have 
gone fa r to save Pri scilla, at l east, ircaii™tIie.caj^trophe inwEich suc^a 
drama would be apt to tomina^ 

Priscilla had now grown to be a very pretty girl, and still kept budding 
and blossoming, and daily putting on some new charm, which you no 
sooner became sensible of than you thought it worth all that she had pre- 
viously possessed. So unformed, vague, and without substance, as she 
had come to us, it seemed as if we could see Nature shaping out a woman 
before our very eyes, and yet had only a more reverential sense of the 
mystery of a woman’s soul and frame. Yesterday, her cheek was pale, — 
to-day, it had a bloom. Priscilla’s smile, like a baby’s first one, was a 
wondrous novelty. Her imperfections and short-comings affected me with 
a kind of playful pathos, which was as absolutely bewitching a sensation 
as ever I experienced. After she had been a month or two at Blithedale. 
her ^nimal spirits waxed high, and kept her pretty constantly in a state 
of"byhhte~HndTeTment, impelling her to far more bodily activity than she 
had^et sffeMgfi te endure. She was very fond of playing with the other 
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girls out of doors. There is hardly another sight in the world so pretty as 
that of a company of young girls, almost women grown, at play, and so 
giving themselves up to their airy impulse that their tiptoes barely touch 
the ground. 

Girls are incomparably wilder and more effervescent than boys, more 
untamable, and regardless of rule and limit, with an ever-shifting variety, 
breaking continually into new modes of fun, yet with a harmonious pro- 
priety through all. Their steps, their voices, appear free as the wind, but 
keep consonance with a strain of music inaudible to us. Young men and 
boys, on the other hand, play, according to recognized law, old, tradition- 
ary games, permitting no caprioles of fancy, but with scope enough for 
the outbre^ of savage instincts. For, young or old, in play or in earnest; 
man is prone to be a brute. ^ ' 

Especially is it delightful to see a vigorous young girl run a race, with 
her head thrown back, her limbs moving more friskily than they need, 
and an air between that of a bird and a young colt. But Priscilla’s pe- 
culiar charm, in a foot-race, was the weakness and irregularity with which 
she ran. Growing up without exercise, except to her poor little fingers, 
she had never yet acquired the perfect use of her legs. Setting buo3iantly 
forth, therefore, as if no rival less swift than Atalanta could compete with 
her, she ran falteringly, and often tumbled on the grass. Such an incident 
— though it seems too slight to think of — was a thing to laugh at, but 
which brought the water into one’s eyes, and lingered in the memory after 
far greater joys and sorrows were wept out of it, as antiquated trash. Pris- 
cilla’s life, as I beheld it, was full of trifles that affected me in just this 
way. 

When she had come to be quite at home among us, I used to fancy that 
Priscilla played more pranks, and perpetrated more mischief, than any 
other girl in the Community. For example, I once heard Silas Foster, in 
a very gruff voice, threatening to rivet three horse-shoes round Priscilla’s 
neck and chain her to a post, because she, with some other young people, 
had clambered upon a load of hay, and caused it to slide off the cart. 
How she made her peace I never knew; but very soon afterwards T saw 
old Silas, with his brawny hands round Priscilla’s waist, swinging her to 
and fro, and finally depositing her on one of the oxen, to take her first 
lessons in riding. She met with terrible mishaps in her efforts to milk a 
cow; she let the poultry into the garden; she generally spoilt whatever 
part of the dinner she took in charge; she broke crockery; she dropt our 
biggest pitcher into the well ; and — except with her needle, and those lit- 
tle wooden instruments for purse-making — was as unserviceable a mem- 
ber of society as any young lady in the land. There was no other sort of 
efficiency about her. Yet everybody was kind to Priscilla; everybody 
loved her and laughed at her to her face, and did not laugh behind her 
back; everybody would have given her half of his last crust, or the big- 
ger share of his plum-cake. These were pretty certain indications that we 
were all conscious of a pleasant weakness in the girl, and considered her 
not quite able to look after her own interests, or fight her battle with the 
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world. And Hollingsworth — ^perhaps because he had been the means ol 
introducing Priscilla to her new abode — appeared to recognize her as his 
own especial charge. 

Her simple, careless, childish flow of spirits often made me sad. She | 
seem ed to me like a butterfly at plaj in a flickering bit of sunshine^ and 
mist^iig it for abroad and eternal^sumf^r. We sometimes bold mirth to \ 
a_,JStrjctef. accountabiljty .than sprrow;_ it must show goocT cause^or the \ 
ech£ oMts laughter comes back drearily. Priscilla^s gayety, moreo^F, 
was of a nature that showed me how delicate an instrument she was, and 
what fragile harp-strings w^ere her nerves. As they made sweet music at 
the airiest touch, it would require but a stronger one to burst them all 
asunder. Absurd as it might be, I ried to reason with her, and persuade 
her not to be so joyous, thinking that, if she would draw less lavishly 
upon her fund of happiness, it would last the longer. I remember doing so, 
one summer evening, when we tir-^d laborers sat looking on, like Gold- 
smith’s old folks under the village thorn-tree, while the young people 
were at their sports. 

‘What is the use or sense of being so very gay?” I said to Priscilla, 
while she was taking breath, after <t great frolic. “I love to see a sufficient 
cause for everything, and I can sec none for this. Pray tell me, now, what 
kind of a world you imagine this to be, which you are so merry in.” 

“I never think about it at all,” answered Priscilla, laughing. “But this 
I am sure of, that it is a world where everybody is kind to me, and where 
r love everybody. My heart keeps dancing within me, and all the foolish 
things which you see me do are only the motions of my heart. How can I 
be dismal, if m y heartjyill n ot le t me>’ ’ ' 

“Have you nothing dismal to remember?” I suggested. “If not, then^ 
indeed, you are very fortunate! ” 

“Ah! ” said Priscilla, slowly. 

And then came that unintelligible gesture, when she seemed to be lis- 
tening to a distant voice. 

“For my part,” I continued, beneficently seeking to overshadow her 
with my own sombre humor, “my past life has been a tiresome one 
enough; yet I would rather look backward ten times than forward once. 
F or, li ttle as we know of our life to come, we may be ve^ sure^ for one | 
thing, th^t the good we aim at will no t be attained. People ney^r do get 
lusrtEe ^obd they seek. If it c ome at a lb it is something else, wh I3i they 
^^^Hre^ed of, and did not particularly want. Then, again, we may 
rest ceffain That our friends of to-day will not be our biends of a few 
years hence; but, if we keep one of them, it will be at the expense of the 
others; and, most probably, we shall keep none. To be sure, there are 
more to be had; but who cares about making a new set of friends, even 
should they be better than those around us?” 

“Not I ! ” said Priscilla. “I will live and die with these ! ” 

“Well; but let the future go,” resumed I. “As for the present moment 
if we could look into the hearts where we wish to be most valued, what 
should you expect to see? One’s own likeness, in the innermost, holiest 
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niche? Ah! I don’t knowl It may not be there at all. It may be a dusty 
image, thrust aside into a corner, and by and by to be flung out of doors, 
where any foot may trample upon it. If not to-day, then to-morrow! And 
so, Priscilla, J do not see much wisdom in being SQ very merry in this kin d 
of a world .” 

It had taken me nearly seven years of worldly life to hive up the bit- 
ter honey which I here offered to Priscilla. And she rejected it ! 

^^I don’t believe one word of what you say 1 ” she replied, laughing anew. 
^* You made me sad, for a minute, by talking about the past; but the past 
n ever comes back again . Do we dre a m the same dream twice? There is 
- nothing else that I am afr aid of.” ^ 

So away she ran, and felTdown on the green grass, as it was often her 
luck to do, but got up again, without any harm. 

“Priscilla, Priscilla!” cried Hollingsworth, who was sitting on the 
doorstep; “you had better not run any more to-night. You will weary 
yourself too much. And do not sit down out of doors, for there is a heavy 
dew beginning to fall.” 

At his first word, she went and sat down under the porch, at Hollings- 
worth’s feet, entirely contented and happy. What charm was there in his 
rude massiveness that so attracted and soothed this shadow-like girl? It 
appeared to me, who have always been curious in such matters, that 
Priscilla’s vague and seemingly causeless flow of felicitous feeling was 
that with which love blesses inexperienced hearts, before they begin to 
suspect what is going on within them. It transports them to the seventh 
heaven; and, if you ask what brought them thither, they neither can 
tell nor care to learn, but cherish an ecstatic faith that there they shall 
abide forever. 

Zenobia was in the doorway, not far from Hollingsworth. She gazed at 
Priscilla in a very singular way. Indeed, it was a sight worth gazing at, 
and a beautiful sight, too, as the fair girl sat at the feet of that dark, 
powerful figure. Her air, while perfectly modest, delicate, and virgin-like, 
denoted her as swayed by Hollingsworth, attracted to him, and uncon- 
sciously seeking to rest upon his strength. I could not turn away my own 
eyes, but hoped that nobody, save Zenobia and myself, were witnessing 

I this picture. It is before me now, with the evening twilight a little deep- 
ened by the dusk of memory. 

“Come hither, Priscilla,” said Zenobia. “I have something to say to 
you.” 

She spoke in little more than a whisper. But it is strange how expres- 
sive of moods a whisper may often be. Priscilla felt at once that some- 
thing had gone wrong. 

“Are you angry with me?” she asked, rising slowiy, and standing be- 
fore Zenobia in a drooping attitude. ^What have I done? I hope you are 
not angry!” 

“No, no, Priscilla!” said Hollingsworth, smiling, “I will answer for it, 
she is not. You are the one little person in the world with whom nobody 
can be angry!” 
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'Angry with you, child? What a silly idea! exclaimed Zenobia, laugh- 
ing. ^'No, indeed! But, my dear Priscilla, you are getting to be so very 
pretty that you absolutely need a duenna; and, as I am older than you, 
and have had my own little experience of life, and think myself exceed- 
ingly sage, I intend to fill the place of a maiden aunt. Every day, I shall 
give you a lecture, a quarter of an hour in length, on the morals, man- 
ners, and proprieties of social life. When our pastoral shall be quite 
played out, Priscjlla,^ my wor ldly w isdom m ay stand y ou in good stead .^^ ^ 
^m afraid you are angry with me!’’ repeated Priscilla, sadly; for, 
while she seemed as impressible as wax, the girl often showed a persist- 
ency in her own ideas as stubborn as it was gentle. 

^'Dear me, what can I say to tiie child!” cried Zenobia,' in a tone of 
humorous vexation. ‘'Well, well; since you insist on my being angry, 
come to my room, this moment, an< 1 let me beat you ! ” 

Zenobia bade Hollingsworth good-night very sweetly, and nodded to 
me with a smile. But, just as she turned aside with Priscilla, into the dim- 
ness of the porch, I caught anoth<T glance at her countenance. It would 
have m^e the fortune o f a.tiagic actress, could s he h ave borro wed it for 
the nmnient when jbe Jumbles in iier bosom for the concealed d agger, o r 
the exceedingly sharp bodEin, or mingles the ratsbane in her loverVBowl 
of wine or her rival’s cup of tea. Not that I in the least anticipated any 
such catastrophe, — it being a remarkable truth that custom has in no one 
point a greater sway than over our modes of wreaking our wild passions. 
And besides, had we been in Italy, instead of New England, it was hardly 
yet a crisis for the dagger or the bowl. 

It often amazed me, however, that Hollingsworth should show him- 
self so recklessly tender towards Priscilla, and never once seem to think 
of the effect which it might have upon her heart. But the man, as I have 
endeavored to explain, was thrown completely off his moral balance^ and 
quite bewildered as to his personal relations, by his"grea.t excre scence of 
a philanthropic* fo see, or fancy, indications that he was 
not altogether-obtuse to Zenobia’s influence as a woman. No doubt, how- 
ever, he had a still more exquisite enjoyment of Priscilla’s silent sym- 
pathy with his purposes, so unalloyed with criticism, and therefore more 
grateful than any intellectual approbation, which always involves a p>os- 
sible reserve of latent censure. A man — poet, prophet, or whatever he 
may be — readily persuades himself of his right to all the worship that is 
voluntarily tendered. In requital of so rich benefits as he was to confer 
upon mankind, it would have been hard to deny Hollingsworth the sim- 
ple solace of a young girl’s heart, which he held in his hand, and smelled 
to, like a rosebud. But what if, while pressing out its fragrance, he should 
crush the tender rosebud in his grasp! 

As for Zenobia, I saw no occasion to give myself any trouble. With hei 
native strength, and her experience of the world, she could not be sup- 
posed to need any help of mine. Nevertheless, I was really generous 
enough to feel some little interest likewise for Zenobia. With all her faults 
(which might have been a great many besides the abundance that I 
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knew of), she possessed noble traits, and a heart which must, at least, 
have been valuable while new. And she seemed ready to fling it away as 
uncalculatingly as Priscilla herself. I could not but suspect that, if merely 
at play with Hollingsworth, she was sporting with a power which she did 
not fully estimate. Or. if in earnest^ it might chance,_ belwegn^Zen^oto’s 
passionate force and his dark, self-d elu sivejeg^sm, to turn out iuch 
e^me^as would develop^iSelT^^^e^ufficienj^^^ Lr^c^catastrophe, 
jtjpugliibrd^ger bowl shoul d go for n othing in it. 

MeantimeTm the Community set them down as a pair of 

lovers. They took walks together, and were not seldom encountered in the 
wood-paths: Hollingsworth deeply discoursing, in tones solemn and 
sternly pathetic; Zenobia, with a rich glow on her cheeks, and her eyes 
softened from their ordinary brightness, looked so beautiful, that had her 
companion been ten times a philanthropist, it seemed impossible but that 
one glance should melt him back into a man. Oftener than anywhere else, 
they went to a certain point on the slope of a pasture, commanding near- 
ly the whole of our own domain, besides a view of the river, and an airy 
prospect of many distant hills. The bond of our Community was such, 
that the members had the privilege of building cottages for their own 
residence within our precincts, thus laying a hearth-stone and fencing in 
a home private and peculiar to all desirable extent, while yet the inhabi- 
tants should continue to share the advantages of an associated life. It was 
inferred that Hollingsworth and Zenobia intended to rear their dwelling 
on this favorite spot. 

I mentioned those rumors to Hollingsworth, in a playful way. 

*‘Had you consulted me,’’ I went on to observe, ‘T should have recom- 
mended a site farther to the left, just a little withdrawn into the wood, 
with two or three peeps at the prospect, among the trees. You will be 
in the shady vale of years, long before you can raise any better kind of 
shade around your cottage, if you build it on this bare slope.” 

^^ But I offer my edifice as a spectacle t o t he world, ” said Hollings- 
worth, ^hat iTmay take example and build many another like it. There- 
fore, I mean to set it on the open hill-side.” 

Twist these words how I might, they offered no very satisfactory im- 
port. It seemed hardly probable that Hollingsworth should care about 
educating the public taste in the department of cottage architecture, de- 
sirable as such improvement certainly was. 


X 


A Visitor from Town 

Hollingsworth and I — we had been hoeing potatoes, that forenoon, 
while the rest of the fraternity were engaged in a distant quarter of the 
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farm — sat under a clump of maples, eating our eleven-o^clock lunch, 
when we saw a stranger approaching along the edge of the field. He had 
admitted himself from the roadside through a turnstile, and seemed to 
have a purpose of speaking with us. 

And, by the by, we were favored with many visits at Blithedale, es- 
pecially from people who sympathized with our theories, and perhaps 
held themselves ready to unite in our actual experiment as soon as there 
should appear a reliable promise of its success. It was rather ludicrous, 
indeed (to me, at least, whose enthusiasm had insensibly been exhaled, 
together with the perspiration of many a hard day’s toil) , it was absolute- 
ly funny, therefore, to observe what a glory was shed about our life and 
labors, in the imagination of thesr longing proselytes. In their view, we 
were as poetical as Arcadians, besides being as practical as tht* hardest- 
fisted husbandmen in Massachuse ts. We did not, it is true, spend much 
time in piping to our sheep, or warbling our innocent loves to the sister- 
hood. But they gave us credit for i-nbuing the ordinary rustic occupations 
with a kind of religious poetry, iiisomuch that our very cow-yards and 
pigsties were as delightfully fragrant as a flower-garden. Nothing used 
to please me more than to see on ? of these lay enthusiasts snatch up a 
hoe, as they were very prone to do and set to work with a vigor that per- 
haps carried him through about a dozen ill-directed strokes. Men are 
wonderfully soon satisfied, in this day of shameful bodily enervation, 
when, from one end of life to the other, such multitudes never taste the 
sw^et weariness that follows accustomed toil. I seldom saw the new en • 
thusiasm that did not grow as flimsy and flaccid as the proselyte’s moist- 
ened shirt-collar, with a quarter of an hour’s active labor under a July 
sun. 

But the person now at hand had not at all the air of one of these 
amiable visionaries. He was an elderly man, dressed rather shabbily, yet 
decently enough, in a gray frock-coat, faded towards a brown hue, and 
wore a broad-brimmed white hat, of the fashion of several years gone by. 
His hair was perfect silver, without a dark thread in the whole of it ; his 
nose, though it had a scarlet tip, by no means indicated the jollity of 
which a red nose is the generally admitted symbol. He was a subdued, 
undemonstrative old man, who would doubtless drink a glass of liquor, 
now and then, and probably more than was good for him, — not, however, 
with a purpose of undue exhilaration, but in the hope of bringing his 
spirits up to the ordinary level of the world’s cheerfulness. Drawing 
nearer, there was a shy look about him, as if he were ashamed of his 
poverty, or, at any rate, for some reason or other, would rather have us 
glance at him sidelong than take a full front view. He had a queer ap- 
pearance of hiding himself behind the patch on his left eye. 

^‘I know this did gentleman,” said I to Hollingsworth, as we sat ob- 
serving him; “that is, I have met him a hundred times in town, and have 
often amused my fancy with wondering what he was before he came to be 
what he is. He haunts restaurants and such places, and has an odd way of 
lurking in corners or getting behind a door whenever practicable, and 
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holding out his hand with some little article in it which he wishes you to 
buy. The eye of the world seems to trouble him, although be necessarily 
lives so much in it. I never expected to see him in an open field.^^ 

“Have you learned anything of his history?^' asked Hollingsworth. 

“Not a circumstance,’’ I answered; “but there must be something 
[Curious in it. I take him to be a harmless sort of a person, and a tole»*dbly 
'honest one; but his manners, being so furtive, remind me of those of a 
rat , — a rat without the mischief, the fierce eye, the teeth to bite with, or 
the desire to bite. See, now I He means to skulk along that fringe of 
bushes, and approach us on the other side of our clump of maples.” 

We soon heard the old man’s velvet tread on the grass, indicating that 
he had arrived within a few feet^f where we sat. 

“Good morning, ^r. M oodi^ ,” said Hollingsworth, addressing the 
stranger as an acquai(iia»€cT^^3^u must have had a hot and tiresome Wijlk 
from the city. Sit down, and take a morsel of our bread and cheeSe.’^ 

The visitor made a grateful little murmur of acquiescence, and sat 
down in a spot somewhat removed; so that, glancing round, I could see 
his gray pantaloons and dusty shoes, while his upper part was mostly 
hidden behind the shrubbery. Nor did he come forth from this retire- 
ment during the whole of the interview that followed. We handed him 
such food as we had, together with a brown jug of molasses and water, 
(would that it had been brandy, or something better, for the sake of his 
chill old heart! ) like priests offering dainty sacrifice to an enshrined and 
invisible idol. I have no idea that he really lacked sustenance; but it was 
quite touching, nevertheless, to hear him nibbling away at our crusts. 

“Mr. Moodie,” said I, “do you remember selling me one of those very 
pretty little silk purses, of which you seem to have a monopoly in the 
market? I keep it to this day, I can assure you.” . 

“Ah, thank you,” said our guest. “Yes, Mr. Coverdale, I used to sell a 
good many of those little purses.” 

He spoke languidly, and only those few words, like a watch with an in- 
elastic spring, that just ticks a moment or two, and stops again. He 
seemed a very forlorn old man. In the wantonness of youth, strength, and 
comfortable condition, — making my prey of people’s individualities, as 
my custom was, — I tried to identify my mind with the old fellow’s, and 
take his view of the world, as if looking through a smoke-blackened glass 
at the sun. It robbed the landscape of all its life. Those pleasantly swell- 
ing slopes of our farm, descending towards the wide meadows, through 
which sluggishly circled the brimful tide of the Charles, bathing the long 
sedges on its hither and farther shores; the broad, sunny gleam over the 
; winding water; that peculiar picturesqueness of the scene where capes 
• and headlands put themselves boldly forth upon the perfect level of the 
meadow, as into a green lake, with inlets between the promontories; the 
shadowy woodland, with twinkling showers of light falling into its 
depths; the sultry heat-vapor, which rose everywhere like incense, and 
in which my soul delighted, as indicating so rich a fervor in the passion- 
ate day, and in the earth that was burning with its love, — I beheld all 
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these things as through old Moodie’s eyes. When my eyes are dimmer? 
than they have yet come to be, I will go thither again, and see if I did noti; 
catch the tone of his mind aright, and if the cold and lifeless tint of hisjl 
perceptions be not then repeated in my own. ’ ‘ 

Yet it was unaccountable to myself, the interest that I felt in him. 

^^Have you any objection,’^ said I, ^Ho telling me who made those little 
purses?’’ 

“Gentlemen have often asked me that,” said Moodie, slowly; “but I 
shake my head, and say little or nothing, and creep out of the way as well 
as I can. I am a man of few words; and if gentlemen were to be told one 
thing, they would be very apt, I suppose, to ask me another. But it hap- 
pens, just now, Mr. Coverdale, ihat you can tell me more about the 
maker of those little purses than I < an tell you.” 

“Why do you trouble him wila needless questions, Coverdale?” in- 
terrupted Hollingsworth. “You mast have known, long ago, that it was 
Priscilla. And so, my good friend, you have come to see her? Well, I am 
glad of it. You will find her altered very much for the better, since that 
winter evening when you put her into my charge. Why, Priscilla has a 
bloom in her cheeks, nowl” 

“Has my pale little girl a bloom?” repeated Moodie, with a kind of 
slow wonder. “Priscilla with a bloom in her cheeks! Ah, I am afraid I 
shall not know my little girl. And is she happy?” 

“Just as happy as a bird,” answered Hollingsworth. 

“Then, gentlemen,” said our guest, apprehensively, “I don’t think it 
well for me to go any farther. I crept hitherward only to ask about Pris- 
cilla ; and now that you have told me such good news, perhaps I can do 
no better than to creep back again. If she were to see this old face of mine, 
the child would remember some very sad times which we have spent to- 
gether. Some very sad times, indeed! She has forgotten them, I know, — 
them and me, — else she could not be so happy, nor have a bloom in her 
cheeks. Yes — ^yes — yes,” continued he, still with the same torpid utter- 
ance; “with many thanks to you, Mr. Hollingsworth, I will creep back 
to town again.” 

“You shall do no such thing, Mr. Moodie,” said Hollingsworth, bluffly. 
“Priscilla often speaks of you; and if there lacks anything to make her 
cheeks bloom like two damask roses, I ’ll venture to say it is just the sight 
of your face. Come, — ^we will go and find her.” 

“Mr. Hollingsworth ! ” said the old man, in his hesitating way. 

“Well,” answered Hollingsworth. 

“Has there been any call for Priscilla?” asked Moodie; and though his 
face was hidden from us, his tone gave a sure indication of the mysterious 
nod and wink with which he put the question. “You know, I think, sir, 
what I mean.” 

“I have not the remotest suspicion what you mean, Mr. Moodie,” re- 
plied Hollingsworth; “nobody, to my knowledge, has called for Priscilla, 
except yourself. But come; we are losing time, and I have several things 
to say to you by the way.” 
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‘*And, Mr. Hollingsworth! repeated Moodie. 

^Well, again! cried my friend, rather impatiently. ^What now?^^ 

‘^There is a lady here,” said the old man; and his voice lost some of its 
wearisome hesitation. “You will account it a very strange matter for me 
to talk about; but I chanced to know this lady when she was but a little 
child. If I am rightly informed, she has grown to be a very fine woman, 
and makes a brilliant figure in the world, with her beauty, and her talents, 
and her noble way of spending her riches. I should recognize this lady, so 
people tell me, by a magnificent flower in her hair.” 

“What a rich tinge it gives to his colorless ideas, when he speaks of 
Zenobia!” I whispered to Hollingsworth. “But how can there possibly be 
any interest or connecting link between him and her?” 

“The old man, for years past,” whispered Hollingsworth, “has been a 
Kttle out of his right mind, as you probably see.” 

“What I would inquire,” resumed Moodie, “is, whether this beautiful 
Udy is kind to my poor Priscilla.” 

“Very kind,” said Hollingsworth. 

“Does she love her?” asked Moodie. 

“It should seem so,” answered my friend. ^They are always together.” 

“Like a gentlewoman and her maid-servant, I fancy?” suggested the 
old man. 

There was something so singular in his way of saying this, that I could 
not resist the impulse to turn quite round, so as to catch a glimpse of his 
face, almost imagining that I should see another person than old Moo- 
die. But there he sat, with the patched side of his face towards me. 

“Like an elder and younger sister, rather,” replied Hollingsworth. 

“Ah!” said Moodie, more complacently, — for his latter tones had 
harshness and acidity in them, — “it would gladden my old heart to wit- 
ness that. If one thing would make me happier than another, Mr. Hol- 
lingsworth, it would be to see that beautiful lady holding my little girl by 
the hand.” 

“Come along,” said Hollingsworth, “and perhaps you may.” 

After a little more delay on the part of our freakish visitor, they set 
forth together, old Moodie keeping a step or two behind Hollingsworth, 
so that the latter could not very conveniently look him in the face. I re- 
mained under the tuft of maples, doing my utmost to draw an inference 
from the scene that had just passed. In spite of Hollingsworth’s off-hand 
explanation, it did not strike me that our strange guest was really beside 
himself, but only that his mind needed screwing up, like an instrument 
long out of tune, the strings of which have ceased to vibrate smartly and 
sharply. Methought it would be profitable for us, projectors of a happy 
life, to welcome this old gray shadow, and cherish him as one of us, and 
let him creep about our domain, in order that he might be a little merrier 
for our sakes, and we, sometimes, a little sadder for his. Human destinies 
look ominous without some perceptible intermixture of tKe sable or th e 
gray . And then, too, should any of our fraternity grow ferverish with an 
over-exulting sense of prosperity, it would be a sort of cooling regimen to 
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slink off into the woods, and spend an hour, or a day, or as many days as ' 
might be requisite to the cure, in uninterrupted communion with this de-| 
plorable old Moodiel 

Going homeward to dinner, I had a glimpse of him, behind the trunk 
of a tree, gazing earnestly towards a particular window of the farm- 
house; and, by and by, Priscilla appeared at this window, playfully 
drawing along Zenobia, who looked as bright as the very day that was 
blazing down upon us, only not, by many degrees, so well advanced to- 
wards her noon. I was convinced that this pretty sight must have been 
purposely arranged by Priscilla for the old man to see. But either the 
girl held her too long, or her fondness was resented as too great a free- 
dom ; for Zenobia suddenly put Pi iscilla decidedly away, and gave her a 
haughty look, as from a mistress a dependant. Old Moodie shook his 
head ; and again and again I saw l im shake it, as he withdrew along the 
road ; and, at the last point whence the farm-house was visible, he turned 
and shook his uplifted staff. 


XI 

The Wood-path 

Not long after-the preceding incident, in order to get the ache of too con- 
stant labor out of my bones, and to relieve my spirit of the irksomeness 
of a settled routine, I took a holiday. It was my purpose to spend it, all 
alone, from brealefast-time till twilight, in the deepest wood-seclusion 
that lay anywhere around us<fThough fond of society, I was so con- 
stituted as to need these occasional retirements, even in a life like that of 
Blithedale, which was itself characterized by a remoteness from the 
world. Unless renewed by a yet further withdrawal towards the^ inner 
circle of self-communion, I lost the better part of my individuality' My 
thoughts became of little worth, and my sensibilities grew as arid as a 
tuft of moss (a thing whose life is in the shade, the rain, or the noontide 
dew), crumbling in the sunshine after long expectance of a shower. So, 
with my heart full of a drowsy pleasure, and cautious not to dissipate my 
mood by previous intercourse with any one, I hurried away, and was 
soon pacing a wood-path, arched overhead with boughs, and dusky- 
brown beneath my feet. 

At first, I walked very swiftly, as if the heavy flood-tide of social life 
were roaring at my heels, and would outstrip and overwhelm me, without 
all the better diligence in my escape. But, threading the more distant 
windings of the track, I abated my pace, and looked about me for some 
side-aisle, that should admit me into the innermost sanctuary of this green 
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cathedral, just as, in human acquaintanceship, a casual opening some- 
times lets us, all of a sudden, into the long-sought intimacy of a myster- 
ious heart. So much was I absorbed in my reflections, — or, rather, in my 
mood, the substance of which was as yet too shapeless to be called 
thought, — that footsteps rustled on the leaves, and a figure passed me by, 
almost without impressing either the sound or sight upon my conscious- 
ness. 

A moment afterwards, I heard a voice at a little distance behind me, 
speaking so sharply and impertinently that it made a complete discord 
with my spiritual state, and caused the latter to vanish as abruptly as 
when you thrust a finger into a soap-bubble. 

^^Halloo, friend! cried this most unseasonable voice. ‘'Stop a moment, 
I say! I must have a word with you ! ’’ 

I turned about, in a humor ludicrously irate. In the first place, the in- 
terruption, at any rate, was a grievous injury; then, the tone displeased 
me. And, finally, unless there be real affection in his heart, a man cannot, 
— ^such is the bad state to which the world has brought itself, — cannot 
more effectually show his contempt for a brother-moral, nor more gall- 
ingly assume a position of superiority, than by addressing him as 
“friend.’’ Especially does the misapplication of this phrase bring out that 
latent hostility which is sure to animate peculiar sects, and those who, 
with however generous a purpose, have sequestered themselves from the 
crowd; a feeling, it is true, which may be hidden in some dog-kennel of 
the heart, grumbling there in the darkness, but is never quite extinct, un- 
til the dissenting party have gained power and scope enough to treat the 
world generously. For my part, I should have taken it as far less an insult 
to be styled “fellow,” “clown,” or “bumpkin.” To either of these appella- 
tions my rustic garb (it was a linen blouse, with checked shirt and striped 
pantaloons, a chip hat on my head, and a rough hickory-stick in my 
hand) very fairly entitled me. As the case stood, my temper darted at 
once to the opposite pole ; not friend, but enemy ! 

“What do you want with me?” said I, facing about. 

“Come a little nearer, friend,” said the stranger, beckoning. 

“No,” answered I. “If I can do anything for you without too much 
trouble to myself, say so. But recollect, if you please, that you are not 
speaking to an acquaintance, much less a friend ! ” 

“Upon my word, I believe not!” retorted he, looking at me with some 
curiosity; and, lifting his hat, he made me a salute which had enough of 
sarcasm to be offensive, and just enough of doubtful courtesy to render 
any resentment of it absurd. “But I ask your pardon! I recognize a little 
mistake. If I may take the liberty to suppose it, you, sir, are probably one 
of the aesthetic — or shall I rather say ecstatic? — ^laborers, who have plant- 
ed themselves hereabouts. This is your forest of Arden; and you are 
either the banished Duke in person, or one of the chief nobles in his train. 
The melancholy Jacques, perhaps? Be it so. In that case, you can prob- 
^ably do me a favor.” 

I never, in my life, felt less inclined to confer a favor on any man. 
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am busy/’ said I. 

So unexpectedly had^e stranger made me sensible of his presence, 
that he had almost the effect of an apparitio^ and certainly a less appro- 
priate one (taking into view the dim woodl^d solitude about us) than if 
the salvage man of antiquity, hirsute and cinctured with a leafy girdle, 
had started out of a thicket. He was still young, seemingly a little under 
thirty, of a tall and well-developed figure, and as handsome a man as ever 
I beheld. The style of his beauty, however, though a masculine style, did 
not at all commend itself to my taste. His countenance — I hardly know^ 
how to describe the peculiarity — had an indecorum in it, a kind of rude- 
ness, a hard, coarse, forth-putting freedom of expression, which no degree 
of external polish could have abaU*d one single jot. Not that it was vul- 
gar. But he had no fineness of narure; there was in his eyes (although 
they might have artifice enough o- another sort) the naked exposure of 
something that ought not to be left prominent. With these vague allusions 
to what I have seen in other faces .ts well as his, I leave the quality to be 
comprehended best — because wit! an intuitive repugnance — by those 
who possess least of it. 

His hair, as well as his beard and mustache, was coal-black; his eyes, 
too, were black and sparkling, and nis teeth remarkably brilliant. He was 
rather carelessly but well and fashionably dressed, in a summer-morning 
costume. There was a gold chain, exquisitely wrought, across his vest. I 
never saw a smoother or whiter gloss than that upon his shirt-bosom, 
which had a pin in it, set with a gem that glimmered, in the leafy shadow 
where he stood, like a living tip of fire. He carried a stick with a wooden 
head ^arved in vivid imitation of that of/^ se^ en^ hated him,]^rtly, j 
doTB^eve", from a comparison of iny garb^th his well-or^ 

dered foppishness. 

‘‘Well, sir,’’ said I, a little ashamed of my first irritation, but still with 
no waste of civility, “be pleased to speak at once, as I have my own busi- 
ness in hand.” 

“I regret that my mode of addressing you was a little unfortunate,” 
said the stranger, smiling; for he seemed a very acute sort of person, and 
saw, in some degree, how I stood affected towards him. “I intended no 
offence, and shall certainly comport myself with due ceremony hereafter. 
I merely wish to make a few inquiries respecting a lady, formerly of my 
acquaintance, who is now resident in your Community, and, I believe, 
largely concerned in your social enterprise. You c^l her, I think, 
2^nobia.” 

“That is her name in literature,” observed I; “a name, too, which pos- 
sibly she may permit her private friends to know and address her by, — 
but not one which they feel at liberty to recognize when used of her per- 
sonally by a stranger or casual acquaintance.” 

“Indeed!” answered this disagreeable person; and he turned aside his 
face for an instant with a brief laugh, which struck me as a noteworthy 
expression of his character. “Perhaps I might put forward a claim, on 
your own grounds, to call the lady by a name so appropriate to her splen- 
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41(1 qualities. But I am willing to know her by any cognomen that you 
may suggest/^ 

Heartily wishing that he would be either a little more offensive, or a 
good deal less so, or break off our intercourse altogether, I mentioned 
Zenobia^s real name. 

“True,’^ said he; ^^and, in general society, I have never heard her called 
otherwise. And, after all, our discussion of the point has been gratuitous. 
My object is only to inquire when, where, and how this lady may most 
conveniently be seen.^^ 

‘‘At her present residence, of course,” I replied. “You have but to go 
thither and ask for her. This very path will lead you within sight of the 
house; so I wish you good morning.” 

“One moment, if you please,” said the stranger. “The course you indi- 
cate would certainly be the proper one, in an ordinary morning call. But 
my business is private, personal, and somewhat peculiar. Now, in a com- 
munity like this, I should judge that any little occurrence is likely to be 
discussed rather more minutely than would quite suit my views. I refer 
solely to myself, you understand, and without intimating that it would be 
other than a matter of entire indifference to the lady. In short, I espe- 
cially desire to see her in private. If her habits are such as I have known 
them, she is probably often to be met with in the woods, or by the river- 
side; and I think you could do me the favor to point out some favorite 
walk, where, about this hour, I might be fortunate enough to gain an 
interview.” 

I reflected that it would be quite a supererogatory piece of Quixotism in 
me to undertake the guardianship of Zenobia, who, for my pains, would 
only make me the butt of endless ridicule, should the fact ever come to her 
knowledge. I therefore described a spot which, as often as any other, was 
Zenobia’s resort at this period of the day; nor was it so remote from the 
farm-house as to leave her in much peril, whatever might be the stranger’s 
character. 

“A single word more,” said he; and his black eyes sparkled at me, 
whether with fun or malice I knew not, but certainly as if (he Devil^ere 
peeping out of them. “Among your fraternity, I understand, there is a 
certain holy and benevolent blacksmith; a man of iron, in more senses 
than one; a rough, cross-grained, well-meaning individual, rather boorish 
in his manners, as might be expected, and by no means of the highest in- 
tellectual cultivation. He is a philanthropical lecturer, with two or three 
disciples, and a scheme of his own, the preliminary step in which involves 
a large purchase of land, and the erection of a spacious edifice, at an ex- 
pense considerably beyond his means; inasmuch as these are to be reck- 
oned in copper or old iron much more conveniently than in gold or silver. 
He hammers away upon his one topic as lustily as ever he did upon a 
horseshoe ! Do you know such a person?” 

I shook my head, and was turning away. 

“Our friend,” he continued, “is described to me as a brawny, shaggy, 
grim, and ill-favored personage, not particularly well calculated, one 
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would say, to insinuate himself with the softer sex. Yet, so far has this 
honest fellow succeeded with one lady whom we wot of, that he antici- 
pates, from her abundant resources, the necessary funds for realizing his 
plan in brick and mortar! 

Here the stranger seemed to be so much amused with his sketch of Hol- 
lingsworth’s character and purposes, that he burst into a fit of merriment, 
of the same nature as the brief, metallic laugh, already alluded to, but im- 
mensely prolonged and enlarge'd.'lfrihe excess of his delight, he opened 
his mouth wide, and disclosed a goJji.haxicL.aJ:ound the upper part of his 
teeth, thereby making it apparent that every one of his brilliant grinders 
and^ihcisors was a sham. This discovery affected me very oddly. I felt 
if tfie~whole man were a moral and physical humbug ; his wonder ful beau- 
au^ 1 1 ne w, migt> t be removable like a m;^kj anHTSU 
and comely as his figure looked, he was perhaps but a wizened little elf, 
gray and decrepit, with nothing genuine about him, save the wicked ex- 
pression pf his grin. The fantasy of his spectral character so wrought upon 
me, together with the contagion ol his strange mirth on my sympathies, 
that I soon began to laugh as loudly as himself. 

By and by, he paused all at ont e; so suddenly, indeed, that my own 
cachinnation lasted a moment longer. 

“Ah, excuse me! ” said he. “Our interview seems to proceed more mer- 
rily than it began.” 

“It ends here,” answered I. “And I take shame to myself that my folly 
has lost me the right of resenting your ridicule of a friend.” 

“Pray allow me,” said the stranger, approaching a step nearer, and lay- 
ing his gloved hand on my sleeve. “One other favor I must ask of you. 
You have a young person, here at Blithedale, of whom I have heard, — 
whom, perhaps, I have known, — and in whom, at all events, I take a pe- 
culiar interest. She is one of those delicate, nervous young creatures, not 
uncommon in New England, and whom I suppose to have become what 
we find them by the gradual refining away of the physical system among 
your women. Some philosophers choose to glorify this habit of body by 
terming it spiritual; but, in my opinion, it is rather the effect of unwhole- 
some food, bad air, lack of out-door exercise, and neglect of bathing, on 
the part of these damsels and their female progenitors, all resulting in a 
kind of hereditary dyspepsia. Zenobia, even with her uncomfortable sur- 
plus of vitality, is far the better model of womanhood. But — to revert 
again to this young person — she goes among you by the name of Priscilla 
Could you possibly afford me the means of speaking with her?” 

“You have made so many inquiries of me,” I observed, “that I may at 
least trouble you with one. What is your name?” 

He offered me a card, with “Professor Westervelt” engraved on it. At 
the same time, as if to vindicate his claim to the professorial dignity, so 
often assumed on very questionable grounds, he put on a pair of specta- 
des, which so altered the character of his face that I hafdly knew him 
again. But I liked the present aspect no better than the former one. 

“I must decline any further connection with your affairs,” said I, draw 
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ing back. ‘‘I have told you where to find Zenobia. As for Priscilla, she has 
closer friends than myself, through whom, if they see fit, you can gain 
access to her.” 

“In that case,” returned the Professor, ceremoniously raising his hat, 
“good morning to you.” 

He took his departure, and was soon out of sight among the windings 
of the wood-path. But after a little reflection, I could not help regretting 
that I had so peremptorily broken off the interview while the stranger 
seemed inclined to continue it. His evident knowledge of matters affecting 
my three friends might have led to disclosures or inferences that would 
perhaps have been serviceable. I was particularly struck with the fact 
that, ever since the appearance of Priscilla, it had been the tendency of 
events to suggest and establish a connection between Zenobia and her. 
She had come, in the first instance, as if with the sole purpose of claiming 
Zenobia^s protection. Old Moodie’s visit, it appeared, was chiefly to ascer- 
tain whether this object had been accomplished. And here, to-day, was 
the questionable Professor, linking one with the other in his inquiries, and 
seeking communication with both. 

Meanwhile, my inclination for a ramble having been balked, I lingered 
in the vicinity of the farm, with perhaps a vague idea that some new event 
would grow out of Westervelt^s proposed interview with Zenobia. My own 
part in these transactions was singularly surbordinate. It resembled that 
of the Chorus in a classic play, which seems to be set aloof from the pos- 
sibility of personal concernment, and bestows the whole measure of its 
hope or fear, its exultation or sorrow, on the fortunes of others, between 
whom and itself this sympathy is the only bond. Destiny, it may be, — the 
most skilful of stage-managers, — ^seldom chooses to arrange its scenes, 
and carry forward its drama, without securing the presence of at least 
one calm observer^ It is his office to give applause when due, and some- 
limes an inevitable/tear, to detect the final fitness of incident to character, 
and distil in his long-brooding thought the whole morality of the per- 
formance. 

Not to be out of the way, in case there were need of me in my vocation, 
and, at the same time, to avoid thrusting myself where neither destiny 
nor mortals might desire my presence, I remained pretty near the verge 
of the woodlands. My position was off the track of Zenobia’s customary 
walk, yet not so remote but that a recognized occasion might speedily 
have brought me thither. 
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xn 

Coverdale’s Hermitage 

Long since, in this part of our circumjacent wood, I had found out for 
myself a little hermitage. It was a kind of leafy cave, high upward into the 
air, among the midmost branches of a white-pine tree. A wild grape-yine, 
of unusual size and luxuriance, had twined and twisted itself up into the 
tree, and, after wreathing the entanglement of its tendrils almost around 
every bough, had caught hold of three or four neighboring trees, and mar- 
ried the whole clump with a perlectly inextricable knot of polygamy. 
Once, while sheltering myself from a summer shower, the fancy had taken 
me to clamber up into this seemingly impervious mass of foliage. The 
branches yielded me a passage, and closed again beneath, as if only a 
squirrel or a bird had passed. Far aloft, around the stem of the central 
pine, behold a perfect nest for Robinson Crusoe or King Charles! A hol- 
low chamber of rare seclusion had been formed by the decay of some of 
the pine branches, which the vine had lovingly strangled with its embrace, 
burying them from the light of day in an aerial sepulchre of its own 
leaves. It cost me but little ingenuity to enlarge the interior, and open 
loopholes through the verdant walls. Had it ever been my fortune to 
spend a honeymoon, I should have thought seriously of inviting my bride 
up thither, where our next neighbors would have been two orioles in an- 
other part of the clump. 

It was an admirable place to make verses, tuning the rhythm to the 
breezy symphony that so often stirred among the vine-leaves; or to medi- 
tate an essay for ^The Dial,” in which the many tongues of Nature whis- 
pered mysteries, and seemed to ask only a little stronger puff of wind to 
speak out the solution of its riddle. Being so pervious to air-currents, it 
was just the nook, too, for the enjoyment of a cigar. This hermitage was 
my one exclusive J?ossession whil e I cou nted myself a brother gf the^so- 
cialists. It symbo lize d my individualit y, a nd aid ed me i n keeping it invi(> 
late. NonF^er Tound me out in it, except, once, a squirrel. I brought 
thither no guest, because, after Hollingsworth failed me, there was no 
longer the man ^ive with whom I could think of sharing all. So there T 
used to sit, owl-like, yet not without liberal and hospitable thoughts. I 
counted the innumerable clusters of my vine, and fore-reckoned the abun^ 
dance of my vintage. It gladdened me to anticipate the surprise of the 
Community, when, like an allegorical figure of rich October, I should make 
my appearance, with shoulders bent beneath the burden of ripe grapes, 
and some of the crushed ones crimsoning my brow as with a blood-stain. 

Ascending into this natural turret, I peeped in turn out of several of its 
small windows. The pine-tree, being ancient, rose high above the rest of 
the wood, which was of comparatively recent growth. Even where I sat, 
about midway between the root and the topmost bough, my position was 
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lofty enough to serve as an observatory, not for starry investigations, but 
for those sublunary matters in which lay a lore as infinite as that of the 
planets. Through one loophole I saw the river lapsing calmly onward, 
while in the meadow, near its brink, a few of the brethren were digging 
peat for our winter’s fuel. On the interior cart-road of our farm, I dis- 
cerned Hollingsworth, with a yoke of oxen hitched to a drag of stones, 
that were to be piled into a fence, on which we employed ourselves at the 
odd intervals of other labor. The harsh tones of his voice, shouting to the 
sluggish steers, made me sensible, even at such a distance, that he was ill 
at ease, and that the balked philanthropist had the battle-spirit in his 
heart. 

‘‘Haw, Buck!” quoth he. “Come along there, ye lazy ones! What are 
ye about, now? Gee! ” 

“Mankind, i n Hollingsworth’s opinion,” thought I, “is but another 
V^o£e of oxemas stubborn, stupid, ^ ^d^ggish as our old Brown _anB 
Bright. He vituperates us aloud, and curses us in his heart, and will begin 
to prick us with the goad-stick, by and by. But are we his oxen? And what 
bright has he to be the driver? And why, when there is enough else to do, 
should we waste our strength in dragging home the ponderous load of his 
philanthropic absurdities? At my height above the earth, the whole mat- 
[ter looks ridiculous! ” 

Turning towards the farm-house, I saw Priscilla (for, though a great 
way off, the eye of faith assured me that it was she) sitting at Zenobia’s 
window, and making little purses, I suppose; or, perhaps, mending the 
Community’s old linen. A bird flew past my tree; and, as it clove its way 
onward into the sunny atmosphere, I flung it a message for Priscilla. 

“Tell her,” said I, “that her fragile thread of life has inextricably 
knotted itself with other and tougher threads, and most likely it will be 
broken. Tell her that Zenobia will not be long her friend. Say that Hol- 
lingsworth’s heart is on fire with his own purpose, but icy for all human 
affection ; and that, if she has given him her love, it is like casting a flower 
into a sepulchre. And say that if a ny mor tal really cares for her, it is my - 
s elf ; and not even l. for hie F realities. — poor little s eamstre ss^ as Zen oRa 
rightly calleTBer l — ^uTToF th e jancy-work with which I have idly decked 
fierfloit!” 

The pleasant scent of the wood, evolved by the hot sun, stole up to my 
nostrils, as if I had been an idol in its niche. Many trees mingled their 
fragrance into a thousand-fold odor. Possibly there was a sensual influ- 
ence in the broad light of noon that lay beneath me. It may have been the 
cause, in part, that I suddenly found myself possessed by a mood of dis- 
belief in mord beauty or heroism, and a conviction of the folly of at- 
tempting to benefit the world. Our especial scheme of reform, which, from 
my observatory, I could take in with the bodily eye, looked so ridiculous 
that it was impossible not to laugh aloud. 

‘ “But the joke is a little too heavy,” thought I. “If I were wise, I should 
get out of the scrape with all diligence, and then laugh at my com.panions 
for remaining in it.” 
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While thus musing, I heard, with perfect distinctness, somewhere in the 
wood beneath, the peculiar laugh which I have described as one of the dis- 
agreeable characteristics of Professor Westervelt. It brought my thoughts 
back to our recent interview. I recognized as chiefly due to this man’s 
influence the sceptical and sneering view which, just now had filled my 
mental vision, in regard to all life’s better purposes. And it was through 
his eyes, more than my own, that I was looking at Hollingsworth, with 
his glorious, if impracticable dream, and at the noble earthliness of 2^n- 
obia’s character, and even at Priscilla, whose impalpable grace lay so sin- 
gularly between disease and beauty. The essential charm of each had van- 
ished. There a,re some spheres the contact with which inevitably, degr^i^ 
the high, debases the pur^ deforms the beautiful. Jit must be a mind of 
uncommon strength, and little impressibility, that can permit itself the 
habit of such intercourse, and not be permanently deteriorated; and yet 
the Professor’s tone represented thst of woddly society at large, where jl 
cold scgpticism smothers what it • an of our spiritual aspirations, and 
makes the rest ridicurpus. I deteste i this kind of man; and all the more 
b'ecause a part of my own nature shc'wed itself responsive to him. 

Voices were now approaching thr(»ugh the region of the wood which la)* 
in the vicinity of my tree. Soon I caught glimpses of two figures — a wom- 
an and a man — Zenobia and the st anger — earnestly talking together as 
they advanced, 

Zenobia had a rich, though varying color. It was, most of the while, a 
flame, and anon a sudden paleness Her eyes glowed, so that their light 
sometimes flashed upward to me, as when the sun throws a dazzle from 
some bright object on the ground. Her gestures were free, and strikingly 
impressive. The whole woman was alive with a passionate intensity, 
which I now perceived to be the phase in which her beauty culminated. 
Any T^ssioj^ would have bec^ her well; and passionate^ love, perhaps, 
tjbeJbest-Qf.. alL This was not love, but anger, largely intermixed witF 
scorn. Yet the idea strangely forced itself upon me, that there w^as a sort 
of familiarity between these two companions, necessarily the result of an 
intimate love, — on Zenobia’s part, at least, — in days gone by, but which 
had prolonged itself into as intimate a hatred, for all futurity. As they 
passed among the trees, reckless as her movement was, she took good heed 
that even the hem of her garment should not brush against the stranger’s 
person. I wondered whether there had always been a chasm, guarded so 
religiously, betwixt these two. 

As for Westervelt, he was not a whit more warmed by Zenobia's pas- 
sion than a salamander by the heat of its native furnace. He w^ould have 
been absolutely statuesque, save for a look of slight perplexity, tinctured 
strongly with derision. It was a crisis in which his intellectual percep- 
tions could not altogether help him out. He failed to comprehend, and 
cared but little for comprehending, why Zenobia should put herself into 
such a fume; but satisfied his mind that it was all folly, and only another 
shape of a woman’s manifold absurdity, which men can never understand. 
How many a woman’s evil fate has yoked her with a man like this! Na 
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ture thrusts some of us into the world miserably incomplete on the emo- 
tional side, with hardly any sensibilities except what pertain to us as ani- 
mals. No passion, save of the senses; no holy tenderness, nor the delicacy 
that results from this. Externally they bear a close resemblance to other 
men, and have perhaps all save the finest grace; but when a woman 
wrecis herself on such a being, she ultimately finds that the real woman- 
hood within her has no corresponding part in him. Her deepest voice lacks 
a response; the deeper her cry, the more dead his silence. The fault may 
be none of his; he cannot give her what never lived within his soul. But 
the wretchedness on her side, and the moral deterioration attendant on a 
false and shallow life, without strength enough to keep itself sweet, are 
'among the most pitiable wrongs that mortals suffer. 

Now, as I looked down from my upper region at this man and woman, 
— outwardly so fair a sight, and wandering like two lovers in the wood, — 
I imagined that Zenobia, at an earlier period of youth, might have fallen 
into Ihe misfortune above indicated. And when her passionate woman- 
hood, as was inevitable, had discovered its mistake, here had ensued the 
character of eccentricity and defiance which distinguished the more pub- 
4ic portion of her life. 

Seeing how aptly matters had chanced thus far, I began to think it the 
design of fate to let me into all Zenobia’s secrets, and that therefore the 
couple would sit down beneath my tree, and carry on a conversation 
which would leave me nothing to inquire. No doubt, however, had it so 
happened, I should have deemed myself honorably bound to warn them 
of a listener’s presence, by flinging down a handful of unripe grapes, or 
by sending an unearthly groan out of my hiding-place, as if this were one 
of the trees of Dante’s ghostly forest. But real life never arranges itsel f 
exac tly like a romance. I n the first place, they did not sit down at all. 
Secondly, even while they passed beneath the tree, Zenobia’s utterance 
was so hasty and broken, and Westervelt’s so cool and low, that I hardly 
could make out an intelligible sentence on either side. What I seem to re- 
member, I yet suspect, may have been patched together, by my fancy, in 
brooding over the matter afterwards. 

“Why not fling the girl off,” said Westervelt, “and let her go?” 

“She clung to me from the first,” replied Zenobia. “I neither know nor 
care what it is in me that so attaches her. But she loves me, and I will not 
fail her.” 

“She will plague you, then,” said he, “in more ways than one.” 

“The poor child! ” exclaimed Zenobia. “She can do me neither good nor 
harm. How should she?” 

I know not what reply Westervelt whispered; nor did 2^nobia’s subse- 
quent exclamation give me any clew, except that it evidently inspired her 
with horror and disgust. 

“With what kind of a being am I linked?” cried she. “If my Creator 
cares aught for my soul, let him release me from this miserable bond! ” 

“I did not think it weighed so heavily,” said her companion. 

“Nevertheless,” answered Zenobia, “it will strangle me, at last! ” 
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And then I heard her utter a helpless sort of moan; a sound which, 
struggling out of the heart of a person of her pride and strength, affected 
pe more than if she had made the wood dolorously vocal with a thousand 
shrieks and wails. 

Other mysterious words, besides what are above written, they spoke to- 
gether ; but I understood no^ore, and even question whether I fairly un- 
derstood so much as this.my long brooding over our recollections, we 
subtilize them into something akin to imaginary stuff, and hardly capabli 
of being distinguished from if^ In a few moments, they were completely 
beyond ear-shot. A breeze stirred after them, and awoke the leafy tongues 
of the surrounding trees, which forthwith began to babble, as if innumer- 
able gossips had all at once got wind of Zenobia’s secret. But, as the 
breeze grew stronger, its voice among the branches was as if it said, 
^^Hush! Hush! ’’ and I resolved that to no mortal would I disclose what I 
had heard. And, though there might be room for casuistry, such, I con- 
ceive, is the most equitable rule in ah similar conjunctures. 


xni 

Zenobia’s Legend 

The illustrious Society of Blithedale, though it toiled in downright earn- 
est for the good of mankind, yet not unfrequently illuminated its labori- 
ous life with an afternoon or evening of pastime. Picnics under the trees 
were considerably in vogue; and, within doors, fragmentary bits of theat- 
rical performance, such as single acts of tragedy or comedy, or dramatic 
proverbs and charades. Zenobia, besides, was fond of giving us readings 
from Shakespeare, and often with the depth of tragic power, or breadth of 
comic effect, that made one feel it an intolerable wrong to the world that 
she did not at once go upon the stage. Tableaux vivants were another of 
our occasional modes of amusement, in which scarlet shawls, old silken 
robes, ruffs, velvets, furs, and all kinds of miscellaneous trumpery con- 
verted o ur familiar companions into fke p eopl e of a picto rial woijd. We 
had been thus engaged on tEeTvening~afIeirthe incident narrated in the 
last chapter. Several splendid works of art — either arranged after engrav- 
ings from the old masters, or original illustrations of scenes in history or 
romance — had been presented, and we were earnestly entreating Zenobia | 
for more. 

She stood, with a meditative air, holding a large piece of gauze, or some 
such ethereal stuff, as if considering what picture should next occupy the 
frame: while at her feet lay a heap of many-colored garments, which her 
quick fancy and magic skill could so easily convert into gorgeous dra- 
peries for heroes and princesses. 
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am getting weary of this/^ said she, after a mementos thought. “Oui 
own features, and our own figures and airs, show a little too intrusively 
through all the characters we assume. We have so much familiarity with 
one another’s realities, that we cannot remove ourselves, at pleasure, inta 
an imaginary sphere. Let us have no more pictures to-night; but, to mako 
you what poor amends I can, how would you like to have me trump up a 
wild, spectral legend, on the spur of the moment?” 

Zenobia had the gift of telling a fanciful little story, off-hand, in a way 
that made it greatly more effective than it was usually found to be when 
she afterwards elaborated the same production with her pen. Her pro- 
posal, therefore, was greeted with acclamation. 

'‘Oh, a story, a story, by all means! ” cried the young girls. "No matter 
how marvellous; we will believe it, every word. And let it be a ghost- 
story, if you please.” 

"No, not exactly a ghost-story,” answered Zenobia; "but something so 
nearly like it that you shall hardly tell the difference. And, Priscilla, stand 
you before me, where I may look at you, and get my inspiration out of 
your eyes. They are very deep and dreamy tonight.” 

I know not whether the following version of her story will retain any 
portion of its pristine character; but, as Zenobia told it wildly and rap- 
idly, hesitating at no extravagance, and dashing at absurdities which I 
am too timorous to repeat, — giving it the varied emphasis of her inimit- 
able voice, and the pictorial illustration of her mobile face, while through 
it all we caught the freshest aroma of the thoughts, as they came bubbling 
out of her mind, — thus narrated, and thus heard, the legend seemed quite 
a remarkable affair. I scarcely knew, at the time, whether she intended us 
to laugh or be more seriously impressed. From beginning to end, it was 
undeniable nonsense, but not necessarily the worse for that. 

THE SILVERY VEII 

You have heard, my dear friends, of the Veiled Lady, who grew sud- 
denly so very famous, a few months ago. And have you never thought 
how remarkable it was that this marvellous creature should vanish, all at 
once, while her renown was on the increase, before the public had grown 
weary of her, and when the enigma of her character, instead of being 
solved, presented itself more mystically at every exhibition? Her last ap- 
pearance, as you know, was before a crowded audience. The next evening, 
' — although the bills had announced her, at the corner of every street, in 
"ed letters of a gigantic size, — there was no Veiled Lady to be seen ! Now, 
listen to my simple little tale, and you shall hear the very latest incident 
in the known life — (if life it may be called, which seemed to have no more 
reality than the candle-light image of one’s self which peeps at us outside 
of a dark window-pane) — the life of this shadowy phenomenon . 

A party of young gentlemen, you are to un^StandT^re enjoying 
themselves, one afternoon, — as young gentlemen are sometimes fond of 
doing, — over a bottle or two of champagne; and, among other ladies less 
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mysterious, the subject of the Veiled Lady, as was very natural, happened 
to come up before them for discussion. She rose, as it were, with the 
sparkling effervescence of their wine, and appeared in a more airy and 
fantastic light on account of the medium through which they saw her. 
They repeated to one another, between jest and earnest, all the wild 
stories that were in vogue ; nor, I presume, did they hesitate to add any 
small circumstance that the inventive whim of the moment might sug- 
gest, to heighten the marvellousness of their theme. 

^^But what an audacious report was that,’’ observed one, which pre- 
tended to assert the identity of this strange creature with a young lady,” 
— and here he mentioned her name, — ^^the daughter of one of our most 
distinguished families!” 

‘^Ah, there is more in that story chan can well be accounted for,” re- 
marked another. ‘T have it on good authority, that the young lady in 
question is invariably out of sight, and not to be traced, even by her own 
family, at the hours when the Veiled Lady is before the public; nor can 
any satisfactory explanation be give i of her disappearance. And just look 
at the thing: Her brother is a young fellow of spirit. He cannot but be 
aware of these rumors in reference .o his sister. Why, then, does he not 
come forward to defend her character, unless he is conscious that an in- 
vestigation would only make the matter worse?” 

It is essential to the purposes of my legend to distinguish one of these 
young gentlemen from his companions; so, for the sake of a soft and 
pretty name (such as we of the literary sisterhood invariably bestow upon 
our heroes) , I deem it fit to call him Theodore. 

“Pshaw!” exclaimed Theodore; “EeFbrbther is no such fool! Nobody, 
unless his brain be as full of bubbles as this wine, can seriously think of 
crediting that ridiculous rumor. Why, if my senses did not play me false 
(which never was the case yet), I affirm that I saw that very lady, last 
evening, at the exhibition, while this veiled phenomenon was playing off 
her juggling tricks! What can you say to that?” 

“Oh, it was a spectral illusion that you saw!” replied his friends, with 
a general laugh. “The Veiled Lady is quite up to such a thing.” 

However, as the above-mentioned fable could not hold its ground 
against Theodore’s downright refutation, they went on to speak of other 
stories which the wild babble of the town had set afloat. Some up- 
held that the veil covered the most beautiful countenance in the world ; 
others, — and certainly with more reason, considering the sex of the Veiled 
Lady, — that the face was the most hideous and horrible, and that this was 
her sole motive for hiding it. It was the face of a corpse; it was the head 
of a skeleton; it was a monstrous visage, with snaky locks, like Medusa’s, 
and one great red eye in the centre of the forehead. Again, it was affirmed 
that there was no single and unchangeable set of features beneath the 
veil; but that whosoever should be bold enough to lift it would behold the 
features of that person, in all the world, who was destined to be his fate; 
perhaps he would be greeted by the tender smile of the woman whom he 
loved, or, quite as probably, the deadly scowl of his bitterest enemy would 
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tlii?ow a blight over his life. They quoted, moreover, this startling explan- 
ation of the whole affair: that the magician who exhibited the Veiled 
Lady — and who, by the by, was the handsomest man in the whole world 
— ^had bartered his own soul for seven years’ possession of a familiar fiend, 
and that the last year of the contract was wearing towards its close. 

If it were worth our while, I could keep you till an hour beyond mid- 
night listening to a thousand such absurdities as these. But finally our 
friend Theodore, who prided himself upon his common-sense, found the 
matter getting quite beyond his patience. 

“I offer any wager you like,” cried he, setting down his glass so forcibly 
as to break the stem of it, ^^that this very evening I find out the mystery 
of the Veiled Lady! ” 

Young men, I am told, boggle at nothing over their wine; so, after a 
little more talk, a wager of considerable amount was actually laid, the 
money staked, and Theodore left to choose his own method of settling the 
dispute. 

How he managed it I know not, nor is it of any great importance to this 
veracious legend. The most natural way, to be sure, was by bribing the 
door-keeper, — or possibly he preferred clambering in at the window. But, 
at any rate, that very evening, while the exhibition was going forward in 
the hall, Theodore contrived to gain admittance into the private with- 
drawing-room whither the Veiled Lady was accustomed to retire at the 
close of her performances. There he waited, listening, I suppose, to the 
stifled hum of the great audience; and no doubt he could distinguish the 
deep tones of the magician, causing the wonders that he wrought to ap- 
pear more dark and intricate, by his mystic pretence of an explanation. 
Perhaps, too, in the intervals of the wild breezy music which accompan- 
ied the exhibition, he might hear the low voice of the Veiled Lady, con- 
veying her sibylline responses. Firm as Theodore’s nerves might be, and 
much as he prided himself on his sturdy perception of realities, I should 
not be surprised if his heart throbbed at a little more than its ordinary 
rate. 

Theodore concealed himself behind a screen. In due time, the perform- 
ance was brought to a close, and, whether the door was softly opened, or 
whether her bodiless presence came through the wall, is more than I can 
say, but, all at once, without the young man’s knowing how it happened, 
a veiled figure stood in the centre of the room. It was one thing to be in 
presence of this mystery in the hall of exhibition, where the warm, dense 
life of hundreds of other mortals kept up the beholder’s courage, and dis- 
tributed her influence among so many; it was another thing to be quite 
alone with her, and that, too, with a hostile, or, at least, an unauthorized 
and unjustifiable purpose. I rather imagine that Theodore now began to 
be sensible of something more serious in his enterprise than he had been 
quite aware of while he sat with his boon-companions over their sparkling 
wine. 

Very strange, it must be confessed, was the movement with which the 
figure floated to and fro over the carpet, with the silvery veil covering her 
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from head to foot; so impalpable, so ethereal, so without substance, as the 
texture seemed, yet hiding her every outline in an impenetrability like 
that of midnight. Surely, she did not walk! She floated, and flitted, and 
hovered about the room ; no sound of a footstep, no perceptible motion of 
a limb; it was as if a wondering breeze wafted her before it, at its own wild 
and gentle pleasure. But, by and by, a purpose began to be discernible, 
throughout the seeming vagueness of her unrest. She was in quest of 
something. Could it be that a subtile presentiment had informed her of 
the young man’s presence? And if so, did the Veiled Lady seek or did she 
shun him? The doubt in Theodore’s mind was speedily resolved; for, 
after a moment or two of these errai ic flutterings, she advanced more de^ 
cidedly, and stood motionless before the screen. 

‘‘Thou art here! ” said a soft, low \ oice. “Come forth, Theodore! ” 

Thus summoned by his name, Theodore, as a man of courage, had no 
choice. He emerged from his concealment, and presented himself before 
the Veiled Lady, with the wine-flush, it may be, quite gone out of his 
cheeks. 

“What wouldst thou with me?” she inquired, with the same gentle 
composure that was in her former utterance. 

“Mysterious creature,” replied Theodore, “I would know who and 
what you are!” 

“My lips are forbidden to betray the secret,” said the Veiled Lady. 

“At whatever risk, I must discover it,” rejoined Theodore. 

“Then,” said the Mystery, “there is no way save to lift my veil.” 

And Theodore, partly recovering his audacity, stept forward on the in- 
stant, to do as the Veiled Lady had suggested. But she floated backward 
to the opposite side of the room, as if the young man’s breath had poS' 
sessed power enough to waft her away. 

“Pause, one little instant,” said the soft, low voice, “and learn the con^ 
ditions of what thou art so bold to undertake! Thou canst go hence, and 
think of me no more; or, at thy option, thou canst lift this mysterious 
veil, beneath which I am a sad and lonely prisoner, in a bondage which is 
worse to me than death. But, before raising it, I entreat thee, in all maid- 
en modesty, to bend forward and impress a kiss where my breath stirs the 
veil; and my virgin lips shall come forward to meet thy lips; and from 
that instant, Theodore, thou shalt be mine, and I thine, with never more a 
veil between us. And all the felicity of earth and of the future world shall 
be thine and mine together. So much may a maiden say behind the veil. 
If thou shrinkest from this, there is yet another way.” 

“And what is that?” asked Theodore. 

“Dost thou hesitate,” said the Veiled Lady, “to pledge thyself to me, 
by meeting these lips of mine, while the veil yet hides my face? Has not 
thy heart recognized me? Dost thou come hither, not in holy faith, nor 
with a pure and generous purpose, but in scornful scepticism and idle curi- 
osity? Still, thou mayest lift the veil! But, from that instant, Theodore, I 
am doomed to be thy evil fate; nor wilt thou ever taste another breath of 
happiness! ” 
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There was a shade of Inexpressible sadness in the utterance of these last 
words. But Theodore, whose natural tendency was towards scepticism. 
felt himself almost injured an^ insulted By the Veiled Lady’s proposal 
that he should pledge himself, for life and eternity, to so questionable a 
creature as herself; or even that she should suggest an inconsequential 
kiss, taking into view the probability that her face was none of th^ most 
bewitching. A delightful idea, truly, that he should salute the lips of a 
dead girl, or the jaws of a skeleton, or the grinning cavity of a monster^s 
mouth ! Even should she prove a comely maiden enough in other respects, 
the odds were ten to one that her teeth were defective ; a terrible draw- 
back on the delectableness of a kiss. 

“Excuse me, fair lady,” said Theodore, — and I think he nearly burst 
into a laugh, — “if I prefer to lift the veil first; and for this affair of the 
kiss, we may decide upon it afterwards.” 

“Thou hast made thy choice,” said the sweet, sad voice behind the veil; 
and there seemed a tender but unresentful sense of wrong done to wom- 
anhood by the young man’s contemptuous interpretation of her offer. “I 
must not counsel thee to pause, although thy fate is still in thine own 
hand!” 

Grasping at the veil, he flung it upward, and caught a glimpse of a pale, 
lovely face beneath; just one momentary glimpse, and then the appari- 
tion vanished, and the silvery veil fluttered slowly down and lay upon the 
floor. Theodore was alone. Our legend leaves him there. His retribution 
was, to pine forever and ever for another sight of that dim, mournful face, 
— which might have been his life-long household fireside joy, — to desire, 
and waste life in a feverish quest, and never meet it more. 

But what, in good sooth, had become of the Veiled Lady? Had all her 
existence been comprehended within that mysterious veil, and was she 
now annihilated? Or was she a spirit, with a heavenly essence, but which 
might have been tamed down to human bliss, had Theodore been brave 
and true enough to claim her? Hearken, my sweet friends, — and hearken, 
dear Priscilla, — and you shall learn the little more that Zenobia can tell 
you. 

Just at the moment, so far as can be ascertained, when the Veiled Lady 
vanished, a maiden, pale and shadowy, rose up amid a knot of visionary 
people, who were seeking for the better life. She was so gentle and so sad, 
— a nameless melancholy gave her such hold upon their sympathies, — 
that they never thought of questioning whence she came. She might have 
heretofore existed, or her thin substance might have been moulded out of 
air at the very instant when they first beheld her. It was all one to them; 
they took her to their hearts. Among them was a lady, to whom, more 
than to all the rest, this pale, mysterious girl attached herself. 

But one morning the lady was wandering in the woods, and there met 
her a figure in an Oriental robe, with a dark beard, and holding in his 
hand a silvery veil. He motioned her to stay. Being a woman of some 
nerve, she did not shriek, nor run away, nor faint, as many ladies would 
have been apt to do, but stood quietly, and bade him speak. The truth 
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was, she had seen his face before, but had never feared it, although she 
knew him to be a terrible magician. 

“Lady,^’ said he, with a warning gesture, ‘^you are in peril! 

“Peril! ” she exclaimed. “And of what nature?^’ 

“There is a certain maiden,’' replied the magician, “who has come out 
of the realm of mystery, and made herself your most intimate companion. 
Now, the fates have so ordained it, that, whether by her own will or no, 
this stranger is your deadliest enemy. In love, in worldly fortune, in all 
your pursuit of happiness, she is doomed to fling a blight over your pros- 
pects. There is but one possibility of thwarting her disastrous influence.’' 

“Then tell me that one method,'’ said the lady. 

“Take this veil,” he answered, holding forth the silvery texture. “It Ls a 
spell; it is a powerful enchantment, vhich I wrought for her sake, and be- 
neath which she was once my prisoner. Throw it, at unawares, over the 
head of this secret foe, stamp your loot, and cry, ‘Arise, Magician! Here 
is the Veiled Lady! ’ and immediately I will rise up through the earth, and 
seize her; and from that moment you are safe! ” 

So the lady took the silvery veil, v hich was like woven air, or like son^ 
substance airier than nothing, and hat would float upward and be lost 
among the clouds, were she once to let it go. Returning homeward, she 
found the shadowy girl, amid4h^.knpt of visionary transcendentalistv 
who were still seeking for the better life. She was joyous now, and had a 
rose-bloom in her cheeks, and was one of the prettiest creatures, and 
seemed one of the happiest, that the world could show. But the lady stole 
noiselessly behind her and threw the veil over her head. As the slight, 
ethereal texture sank inevitably down over her figure, the poor girl strove 
to raise it, and met her dear friend’s eyes with one glance of mortal ter- 
ror, and deep, deep reproach. It could not change her purpose. 

“Arise, Magician!” she exclaimed, stamping her foot upon the earth, 
“Here is the Veiled Lady ! ” 

At the word, uprose the bearded man in the Oriental robes, — the beau- 
tiful, the dark magician, who had bartered away his soul! He threw his 
arms around the Veiled Lady, and she was his bond-slave for evermore! 

Zenobia, all this while, had been holding the piece of gauze, and so 
managed it as greatly to increase the dramatic effect of the legend at those 
points where the magic veil was to be described. Arriving at the catastro- 
phe, and uttering the fatal words, she flung the gauze over Priscilla’s 
head; and for an instant her auditors held their breath, half expecting, 1 
verily believe, that the magician would start up through the floor, and 
carry off our poor little friend, before our eyes. 

As for Priscilla, she stood droopingly in the midst of us, making no at- 
tempt to remove the veil. 

“How do you find yourself, my love?” said Zenobia, lifting a corner of 
the gauze, and peeping beneath it, with a mischievous smile. “Ah, the 
dear little soul! Why, she is really going to faint! Mr. Coverdale, Mr. 
Coverdale, pray bring a glass of water! ” 

Her nerves being none of the strongest, Priscilla hardly recovered her 
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equanimity during the rest of the evening. This, to be sure, was a great 
pity; but, nevertheless we thought it a very bright idea of Zenobia^s to 
bring her legend to so effective a conclusion. 


XIV 

Eliot’s Pulpit 

Our Sundays at Blithedale were not ordinarily kept with such rigid ob- 
servance as might have befitted the descendants of the Pilgrims, whose 
high enterprise, as we sometimes flattered ourselves, we had taken up, and 
were carrying it onward and aloft, to a point which they never dreamed 
of attaining. 

On that hallowed day, it is true, we rested from our labors. Our oxen, 
relieved from their week-day yoke, roamed at large through the pasture ; 
each yoke-fellow, however, keeping close beside his mate, and continuing 
to acknowledge, from the force of habit and sluggish sympathy, the union 
which the taskmaster had imposed for his owri hard ends. As for us hu- 
man yoke-fellows, chosen companions of toil, whose hoes had clinked to- 
gether throughout the week, we wandered off, in various directions, to en- 
joy our interval of repose. Some, I believe, went devoutly to the village 
church. Others, it may be, ascended a city or a country pulpit, wearing 
the clerical robe with so much dignity that you would scarcely have sus- 
pected the yeoman’s frock to have been flung off only since milking-time. 
Others took long rambles among the rustic lanes and by-paths, pausing to 
look at black old farm-houses, with their sloping roofs ; and at the mod- 
ern cottage, so like a plaything that it seemed as if real joy or sorrow 
could have no scope within; and at the more pretending villa, with its 
range of wooden columns supporting the needless insolence of a great por- 
tico. Some betook themselves into the wide, dusky barn, and lay there for 
hours together on the odorous hay; while the sunstreaks and the shadows 
strove together, — these to make the barn solemn, those to make it cheer- 
ful, — and both were conquerors; and the swallows twittered a cheery an- 
them, flashing into sight, or vanishing as they darted to and fro among 
the golden rules of sunshine. And others went a little way into the woods, 
and threw themselves on mother earth, pillowing their heads on a heap of 
moss, the green decay of an old log; and, dropping asleep, the humble- 
bees and mosquitoes sung and buzzed about their ears, causing the slum- 
berers to twitch and start, without awaking. 

With Hollingsworth, Zenobia, Priscilla, andmyself, it grew to be a cus- 
tom tq^spciiidt^JSabb^hafternefm at aoertain^K^k. It wa&JkndWlIlo us 
un3er the name gf Eliot's pulpit, ixom a tradition that the venerable 
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Apostle Eliot had preached there, two centuries gone by, to an Indian 
auditory. The old pine forest, through which the Apostle’s voice was wont 
to sound, had fallen, an immemorial time ago. But the soil, being of the 
rudest and most broken surface, had apparently never been brought 
under tillage; other growths, maple and beech and birch, had succeeded 
to the primeval trees; so that it was still as wild a tract of woodland as 
the great-great-great-great-grandson of one of Eliot’s Indians (had any 
such posterity been in existence) could have desired, for the site and shel- 
ter of his wigwam. These after-growths, indeed, lose the stately solemnity 
of the original forest. If left in due neglect, however, they run into an en- 
tanglement of softer wildness, among the rustling leaves of which the sun 
can scatter cheerfulness as it never could among the dark-browed pines. 

The rock itself rose some twenty or thirty feet, a shattered granite 
bowlder, or heap of bowlders, with a a irregular outline and many fissures, 
out of which sprang shrubs, bushes and even trees; as if the scanty soil 
within those crevices were sweeter to their roots than any other earth. At 
the base of the pulpit, the broken bowlders inclined towards each other, 
so as to form a shallow cave, within which our little party had sometimes 
found protection from a summer shower. On the threshold, or just across 
it, grew a tuft of pale columbines, m their season, and violets, sad and 
shadowy recluses, such as Priscilla was when we first knew her; children 
of the sun, who had never seen their father, but dwelt among damp 
mosses, though not akin to them. At the summit, the rock was overshad- 
owed by the canopy of a birch-tree which served as a sounding-board for 
the pulpit. Beneath this shade (with my eyes of sense half shut, and those 
of the imagination widely opened) I used to see the holy Apostle of the 
Indians, with the sunlight flickering down upon him through the leaves, 
and glorifying his figure as with the half-perceptible glow of a transfig- 
uration. 

I the more minutely describe the rock, and this little Sabbath solitude, 
because Hollingsworth, at our solicitation, often ascended Eliot’s pulpit, 
and not exactly preached, but talked to us, his few disciples, in a strain 
that rose and fell as naturally as the wind’s breath among the leaves of 
the birch-tree. No other speech of man has ever moved me like some of 
those discourses. It seemed most pitiful — a positive calamity to the world 
— that a treasury of golden thoughts should thus be scattered, by the lib- 
eral handful, down among us three, when a thousand hearers might have 
been the richer for them ; and Hollingsworth the richer, likewise, by the 
sympathy of multitudes. After speaking much or little, as might happen, 
he would descend from his gray pulpit, and generally fling himself at full 
length on the ground, face downward. Meanwhile, we talked around him 
on such topics as were suggested by the discourse. 

Since her interview with Westervelt, Zenobia’s continual inequalities 
of temper had been rather difficult for her friends to bear. On the first 
Sunday after that incident, when Hollingsworth had clambered dowm 
from Eliot’s pulpit, she declaimed with great earnestness and passion, 
nothing short of anger, on the injustice which the world did to women, 
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) illy to itself, by not allowing them, in freedom and honor, and 
fullest welcome, their natural utterance in public. 

" " ^Tt shall not always be so! cried she. “If I live another year, I will lift 
up my own voice in behalf of woman’s wider liberty I ” 

She, perhaps, saw me smile. 

“What matter of ridicule do you find in this, Miles Coverdale^’’ ex- 
claimed Zenobia, with a flash of anger in her eyes. “That smile, permit me 
to say, makes me suspicious of a low tone of feeling and shallow thought. 
It is my belief — yes, and my prophecy, should I die before it happens — 
that, when my sex shall achieve its rights there will be ten eloquent wom- 
en where there is now one eloquent man. Thus far, no woman in the world 
has ever once spoken out her whole heart an3 her whole mind.^ The mis- 
trust and disapproval of the vast bulk of society throttles us, as with two 
gigantic hands at our throats! We mumble a few weak words, and leave a 
thousand better ones unsaid. You let us write a little, it is true, on a lim- 
^ited range of subjects. But the pen is not for woman. Her power is too 
natural and immediate. It is with the living voice alone that she can com- 
pel the world to recognize the light of her intellect and the depth of her 
heart!” 

Now, — though I could not well say so to Zenobia, — I had not smiled 
from any unworthy estimate of woman, or in denial of the claims which 
she is beginning to put forth. What amused and puzzled me was the fact, 
that women, however intellectually superior, so seldom disquiet them- 
selves about the rights or wrongs of their sex, unless their own individual 
"'affections chance to lie in idleness, or to be ill at ease. They are not nat- 
ure reformers, but become such by the pressure of exceptional misfor- 
tune. I could measure Zenobia’s inward trouble by the animosity with 
which she now took up the general quarrel of woman against man. 

“I will give you leave, Zenobia,” replied I, “to fling your utmost scorn 
upon me, if you ever hear me utter a sentiment unfavorable to the widest 
liberty which woman has yet dreamed of. I would give her all she asks, 
and add a great deal more, which she will not be the party to demand, 
but which men, if they were generous and wise, would grant of their own 
free motion. For instance, I should love dearly — for the next thousand 
years, at least — to have all government devolve into the hands of women. 
I hate to be ruled by my own sex; it excites my jealousy, and wounds m> 
pride. It is the iron sway of bodily force which abases us, in our compelled 
submission. But how sweet the free-generous courtesy, with which 1 
would kneel before a woman-ruler! ” 

“Yes, if she were young and beautiful,” said Zenobia, laughing. “But 
how if she were sixty, and a fright?” 

“Ah! it is you that rate womanhood low,” said I. “But let me go on. I 
have never found it possible to suffer a bearded priest so near my heart 
and conscience as to do me any spiritual good. I blush at the very 
thought! Oh, in the better order of things, Heaven grant that the ministry 
of souls may be left in charge of women! The gates of the Blessed City 
will be thronged with the multitude thaf enter in, when that day comes! 
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The task belongs to woman. God meant it for her. He has endowed her 
with the religious sentiment in its utmost depth and purity, refined from 
that gross, intellectual alloy with which every masculine theologist — save 
only One, who merely veiled himself in mortal and masculine shape, but 
was, in truth, divine — has been prone to mingle it. I have always envied 
the Catholics their faith in that sweet, sacred Virgin Mother, who stands 
between them and the Deity, intercepting somewhat of his awful splen- 
dor, but permitting his love to stream upon the worshipper more intelli- 
gibly to human comprehension through the medium of a woman’s tender- 
ness. Have I not said enough, Zenobia?” 

cannot think that this is true,” observed Priscilla, who had been gaz- 
ing at me with great, disapproving eyes. ^^And I am sure I do not wish it 
to be true!” 

^^Poor child!” exclaimed Zenobia rather contemptuously. ‘^She is the 
type of womanhood, such as man has spent centuries in making it. 
never content unless he can degrade limself by stooping towards what he 
loves. In denying us our rights, he be lays even more blindness to his own 
interests than profligate disregard of • >urs! ” 

'Ts this true?” asked Priscilla, vith simplicity, turning to Hollings- 
worth. ‘Ts it all true, that Mr. Covenlale and Zenobia have been saying?” 

“No, Priscilla!” answered Hollingsworth, with his customary blunt- 
ness. “They have neither of them spoken one true word yet.” 

“Do you despise woman?” said Zenobia. “Ah, Hollingsworth, that 
would be most ungrateful ! ” 

“Despise her? No!” cried Hollingsworth, lifting his great shaggy head 
and shaking it at us, while his eyes glowed almost fiercely. “She is the 
most admirable handiwork of God, in her true place and character. Her 
place is at man’s side. Her office, that of the sympathizer; the unreserved, 
unquestioning believer; the recognition, withheld in every other manner, 
but given, in pity, through woman’s heart, lest man should utterly lose 
faith in himself; the echo of God’s own voice, pronouncing, Tt is well 
done! ’ All the separate action of woman is, and ever has been, and always 
shall be, false, foolish, vain, destructive of her own best and holiest qu^- 
ities, void of every good effect, and productive of intolerable mischiefs! 
Man is a wretch without woman; but woman is a monster — and, thank 
Heaven, an almost impossible and hitherto imaginary monster — without 
man as her acknowledged principal ! As true as I had once a mother whom 
I loved, were there any possible prospect of woman’s taking the social 
stand which some of them, — poor, miserable, abortive creatures, who only 
dream of such things because they have missed woman’s peculiar hap- 
piness, or because nature made them really neither man nor woman? — if 
t here were a chance of their attaining the end w hich these petticoat^ 
monstrosities ha,ye in yiew^T wouCT call,.uT) 9 n my own sex I^s^itsjghys^ 
igL&rceTTEaJ ummst^^le "e ^ence o f soV efelgnty71:o scourg e th em 
back withinlHeir p roper bcmnds ! But it will noTTSe need^ful.TTie heart ot 
true womanhood knows wfiere its own sphere is, and never seeks to stray 
beyond it!” 
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Never was mortal blessed — blessing it were — ^with a glance of such 
entire acquiescence and unquestioning faith, happy in its completeness, 
as our little Priscilla unconsciously bestowed on Hollingsworth. She 
seemed to take the sentiment from his lips into her heart, and brood over 
it in perfect content. The very woman whom he pictured — the gentle 
parasite, the soft reflection of a more powerful existence — sat there at his 
feet. 

' I looked at Zenobia, however, fully expecting her to resent — as I felt, 
by the indignant ebullition of my own blood, that she ought — this out- 

I rageous affirmation of what struck me ai^^he intensity of masculinf ego- 
tism. It centred everything in itself, and deprived woman of her very soul, 
her inexpressible and unfathomable all, to make it a mere frrctdent in the 
gjeat sum of man. Hollingsworthdiad boldly uttered what he, “and millions 
of despots like him, really felt. Without intending it, he had disclosed the 
well-spring of all these troubled waters. Now, if ever, it surely behooved 
Zenobia to be the champion of her sex. 

But, to my surprise, and indignation too, she only looked humbled. 
Some tears sparkled in her eyes, but they were wholly of grief, not anger. 

‘Well, be it so,” was all she said. “I, at least, have deep cause to think 
you right. Let man be but manly and godlike, and woman is only too 
ready to become to him what you say ! 

I smiled — somewhat bitterly, it is true — in contemplation of my own 
ill-luck. How little did these two women care for me, who had freely con- 
ceded all their claims, and a great deal more, out of the fulness of my 
heart; while Hollingsworth, by some necromancy of his horrible injustice, 
seemed to have brought them both to his feet! 

“Women almost invariably behave thus,” thought I. “What does the 
fact Is it their nature? Or, is it, at last, the result of ages of com- 

pelled J^adation? And, in either case, will it be possible ever to redeem 
them?” 

An intuition now appeared to possess all the party, that, for this time, 
at least, there was no more to be said. With one accord, we arose from the 
ground, and made our way through the tangled undergrowth towards one 
of those pleasant wood-paths that wound among the over-arching trees. 
Some of the branches hung so low as partly to conceal the figures that 
went before from those who followed. Priscilla had leaped up more light- 
ly than the rest of us, and ran along in advance, with as much airy activity 
of spirit as was typified in the motion of a bird, which chanced to be flit- 
ting from tree to tree, in the same direction as herself. Never did she seem 
so happy as that afternoon. She skipt, and could not help it, from very 
playfulness of heart. 

^nobia and Hollingsworth went next, in close contiguity, but not with 
arm in arm. Now, just when they had passed the impending bough of a 
birch-tree, I plainly saw Zenobia take the hand of Hollingsworth in both 
her own, press it to her bosom, and let it fall again ! 

The gesture was sudden, and full of passion ; the impulse had evidently 
taken her by surprise; it expressed all! Had Zenobia knelt before him, or 
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flung herself upon his breast, and gasped out, love you, Hollings- 
worth! I could not have been more certain of what it meant. They then 
walked onward, as before. But, methought, as the declining sun threw 
Zenobia’s magnified shadow along the path, I beheld it tremulous ; an A 
the delicate stem of the flower which she wore in her hair waj likewise r€fj 
sponsive to her agitation. y v ^ ^ 1 1 

Priscilla — through the medium of her eyes at le^t — could not possiblij 
have been aware of the gesture above described. Yet, at that instant, 1 
saw her droop. The buoyancy, which just before had been so bird-like) 
was utterly departed ; the life seemed to pass out of her, and even the sub- 
stance of her figure to grow thin and gray. I almost imagined her a shad- 
ow, fading gradually into the dimness of the wood. Her pace became so 
slow that Hollingsworth and Zenobia passed by, and I, without hastening 
my footsteps, overtook her. 

“Come, Priscilla,” said I, looking her intently in the face, which was 
very pale and sorrowful, “we must make haste after our friends. Do you 
feel suddenly ill? A moment ago, you flitted along so lightly that I was 
comparing you to a bird. Now, on the contrary, it is as if you had a heavy 
heart, and very little strength to bear it with. Pray take my arm! ” 

“No,” said Priscilla, “I do not thmk it would help me. It is my heart, 
as you say, that makes me heavy; and I know not why. Just now, I felt 
very happy.” 

No doubt it was a kind of sacrilege in me to attempt to come within her 
maidenly mystery; but, as she appeared to be tossed aside by her other 
friends, or carelessly let fall, like a flower which they had done with, I 
could not resist the impulse to take just one peep beneath her folded 
petals. 

“Zenobia and yourself are dear friends of late,” I remarked. “At first, 
— that first evening when you came to us, — she did not receive you quite 
so warmly as might have been wished.” 

“I remember it,” said Priscilla. “No wonder she hesitated to love me, 
who was then a stranger to her, and a girl of no grace or beauty, — she be- 
ing herself so beautiful! ” 

“But she loves you now, of course?” suggested I. “And at this very in- 
stant you* feel her to be your dearest friend?” 

“Why do you ask me that question?” exclaimed Priscilla, as if fright- 
ened at the scrutiny into her feelings which I compelled her to make. “It 
somehow puts strange thoughts into my mind. But I do love Zenobia 
dearly! If she only loves me half as well, I shall be happy! ” 

“How is it possible to doubt that, Priscilla?” I rejoined. “But observe 
how pleasantly and happily Zenobia and Hollingsworth are walking to- 
gether. I call it a delightful spectacle. It truly rejoices me that Hollings- 
worth has found so fit and affectionate a friend! So many people in the 
world mistrust him, — so many disbelieve and ridicule, while hardly any 
do him justice, or acknowledge him for the wonderful man he is , — that it 
is really a blessed thing for him to have won the sympathy of such a wom- 
an as Zenobia. Any man might be proud of that. Any man, even if he be 
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as great as Hollingsworth, might love so magnificent a woman. How very 
beautiful Zenobia is I And Hollingsworth knows it, too.^’ 

There may have been some petty malice in what I said. Generosity is a 
very fine thing, at a proper time and within due limits. But it is an insuf- 
ferable bore to see one man engrossing every thought of all the women, 
and leaving his friend to shiver in outer seclusion, without even the "ilter- 
native of solacing himself with what the more fortunate individual has re- 
jected. Yes, it was out of a foolish bitterness of heart that I had spoken. 

‘^Go on before,’^ said Priscilla, abruptly, and with true feminine im- 
periousness, which heretofore I had never seen her exercise. “It pleases me 
best to loiter along by myself. I do not walk so fast as you.” 

With her hand, she made a little gesture of dismissal. It provoked me; 
yet, on the whole, was the most bewitching thing that Priscilla had ever 
done. I obeyed her, and strolled moodily homeward, wondering — as I had 
wondered a thousand times already — ho w Hollings worthi meant t o ,dis- 
pose of these t wo heart s^ which (plainly to my percgpt ion, and ,..as I c^ld 
^ butjSowlubpose, to hilj^^e had engrosseoTntb his own hu ge egotism - 
'TfKere wasTiKewise*anotTie7'‘suT)ject hardly less fruitful of speculation, 
[n what attitude did Zenobia present herself to Hollingsworth? Was it in 
that of a free woman, with no mortgage on her affections nor claimant to 
hen hand, but fully at liberty to surrender both, in exchange for the heart 
and hand which she apparently expected to receive? But was it a vision 
that I had witnessed in the wood? Was Westervelt a goblin? Were those 
words of passion and agony, which Zenobia h^d uttered in my hearing, a 
mere .stage declamation? Were they formed of a material lighter than 
common air? Or, supposing them to bear sterling weight, was it a perilous 
and dreadful wrong which she was meditating towards herself and Hol- 
lingsworth? 

Arriving nearly at the farm-house, I looked back over the long slope of 
pasture-land, and beheld them standing together, in the light of sunset, 
just on the spot where, according to the gossip of the Community, they 
meant to build their cottage. Priscilla, alone and forgotten, was lingering 
in the shadow of the wood. 


XV 

A Crisis 

Thus the summer was passing away, — a summer of toil, of interest, of 
something that was not pleasure, but which went deep into my heart, and 
there became a rich experience. I found myself looking forward to years, 
if not to a lifetime, to be spent on the same system. The Community were 
now beginning to form their permanent plans. One of our purposes was to 
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erect a Phalanster y (as I think we called it, after Fourier; but the phrase- 
ology of those days is not very fresh in my remembrance), where the 
great and general family should have its abiding-place. Individual mem- 
bers, too, who made it a point of religion to preserve the sanctity of an 
exclusive home, were selecting sites for their cottages, by the woodside, or 
on the breezy swells, or in the sheltered nook of some little valley, accord- 
ing as their taste might lean towards snugness or the picturesque. Alto- 
gether, by projecting our minds outward, we had imparted a show of nov- 
elty to existence, and contemplated it as hopefully as if the soil beneath 
our feethad nolbeen fathojrh-deep with the dust of deluded generations, 
on every one of which, as on ourselves, the world had imposed itself as a 
hltSeria un wedded bride. 

Hollingsworth and myself had of ien discussed these prospects. It was 
easy to perceive, however, that he spoke with little or no fervor, but either 
as questioning the fulfilment of our anticipations, or, at any rate, with a 
quiet consciousness that it was no \ ersonal concern of his. Shortly after 
the scene at Eliot’s pulpit, while and I were repairing an old stone 
fence, I amused myself with sallying forward into the future time. 

“When we come to be old men,’* I said, “they will call us uncles, or 
fathers, — Father Plollingsworth and Uncle Coverdale, — and we will look 
back cheerfully to these early days, and make a romantic story for the 
young people (and if a little more romantic than truth may warrant, it 
will be no harm) out of our severe trials and hardships. In a century or 
two, we shall, every one of us, be mythical personages, or exceedingly pic- 
turesque and poetical ones, at all events. They will have a great public 
hall, in which your portrait, and mine, and twenty other faces that are 
living now, shall be hung up; and as for me, I will be painted in my shirt- 
sleeves, and with the sleeves rolled up, to show my muscular development. 
What stories will be rife among them about our mighty strength!” con- 
tinued I, lifting a big stone and putting it into its place, “though our pos' 
terity will really be far stronger than ourselves, after several generations 
of a simple, natural, and active life. WTiat legends of Zenobia’s beauty, 
and Priscilla’s slender and shadowy grace, and those mysterious qualities 
which make her seem diaphanous with spiritual light. In due course of 
ages, we must all figure heroically in an epic poem; and we will ourselves 
— at least, I will — ^bend unseen over the future poet, and lend him inspira* 
tion while he writes it.” 

“You seem,” said Hollingsworth, “to be trying how much nonsense you 
can pour out in a breath.” 

“I wish you would see fit to comprehend,” retorted I, “that the pro- 
foundest wisdom must be mingled with nine tenths of nonsense, else it is 
not worth the breath that utters it. But I do long for the cottages to be 
built, that the creeping plants may begin to run over them, and the moss 
to gather on the walls, and the trees— which we will set out — to cover 
them with a breadth of shadow. This spick-and-span novelty does not 
quite suit my taste. It is time, too, for children to be born among us. The 
f rst-bom child is still to come. And I shall never feel as if this were a 
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leal, practical, as well as poetical system of human life, until somebody 
Jfcias sanctified it by death.” 

pretty occasion for martyrdom, truly! ” said Hollingsworth. 

^‘As good as any other,” I replied. “I wonder, Hollingsworth, who, of 
all these strong men, and fair women and maidens, is doomed the first to 
die. Would it not be well, even before we have absolute need of it, to fix 
upon a spol for a cemetery? Let us choose the rudest, roughest, most un- 
cultivable spot, for Death’s garden-ground; and Death shall teach us to 
beautify it, grave by grave. By our sweet, calm way of dying, and the airy 
elegance out of which we will shape our funeral rites, and the cheerful al- 
legories which we will model into tombstones, the final scene shall lose its 
terrors; so that hereafter it may me happiness to live, and bliss to die. 
None of us must die young. Yet, should Providence ordain it so, the event 
shall not be sorrowful, but affect us witka tender, delicious, only half- 
|melancholy, and almost smiling pathos 

‘‘That is to say,” muttered Hollingswt5fm, “you will die like a heathen, 
as you certainly live like one. But, listen to me, Coverdale. Your fantasti c 
anticipations make me discern all the more forcibly what ^'wretched, un- 
substantial scheme is th^on which we have wasted a precious summer o f 
our lives. Do y ou seri ou^y imagine that any such realities as you , and 
maiw others h ere TEa^ dr eamed of , will ever he hmnght tn 

Certainly, Tdo,” said I. “Of course, when the reality comes, it will 
wear the every-day, commonplace, dusty, and rather homely garb, that 
reality always does put on. But, setting aside the ideal charm, I hold that 
our highest anticipations have a solid footing on common-sense.” 

“You only half believe what you say,” rejoined Hollingsworth; “and as 
for me, I neif h^ r have faith in vour dream, nor wo uld care the value o f 
this pebble for its realiz ation, we re that possible . And what more do you 
want of it? It has given you a theme for poetry. Let that content you. 
But now I ask you to be, at last, a man of sobriety and earnestness, and 
aid me in an enterprise which is worth all our strength, and the strength 
of a thousand mightier than we.” 

There can be no need of giving in detail the conversation that ensued. 
It is enough to say that Hollingsworth once more brought forward his 
rigid and unconquerable idea, — a scheme for t hg re fQrma,ti f>n of. the 
wici^i Jay. methods mo^^ intellectual^ and indiiSfial, by the. sympathy 
iof purOy h u a ab le, arid yet exalted minds, and by opening to his pupils the 
Ipossibility of a worthier life than that which had become their fate. It 
appeared, unless he over-estimated his own means, that Hollingsworth 
held it at his choice (and he did so choose) to obtain possession of the 
very ground on which we had planted our Community, and which had not 
yet b^n made irrevocably ours, by purchase. It was just the foundation 
that he desired. Our beginnings might readily be adapted to his great end. 
The arrangements already completed would work quietly into his sys- 
tem. So plausible looked his theory, and, more than that, so practical, — 
such an air of reasonableness had he, by patient thought, thrown over it, 
-*-each segment of it was contrived to dovetail into alt the rest with such 
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a complicated applicability, and so ready was he with a response for every 
objection, that, really, so far as logic and argument went, he had the mat- 
t £T ^1 his own way^ " *** 

'TSut,’' said I, Whence can you, having no means of your own, derive 
the enormous capital which is essential to this experiment? State Street, I 
imagine, would not draw its purse-strings very liberally in aid of such a 
speculation.’’ ^ 

have the funds — as much, at least, as is needed for a commence- 
ment — at command,” he answered. ‘^They can be produced within a 
month, if necessary.” 

My thoughts reverted to Zenobia. It could only be her wealth which 
Hollingsworth was appropriating so lavishly. And on what conditions 
was it to be had? Did she fling it in‘o the scheme with the uncalculating 
generosity that characterizes a woman when it is her impulse to be gen- 
erous at all? And did she fling herself along with it? But Hollingsworth 
did not volunteer an explanation. 

^^ And have you n o regre ts,” I iiuji lired^^ “i^ overthr owing this fair sys - 
tem of out^ w lifer w¥ i cE. ^ asJ2eemoIaiii^ and is now begin - 

ning to flourish so hopef ully around us? How beautiful it is, and, so far 
as we can yet see, how practicable The ages have waited for us7 an3" 
here we are, the very first that have essayed to carry on our mortal exist- 
ence in love and mutual help! Hollingsworth, I would be loath to take 
the ruin of this enterprise upon my conscience.” 

“Then let it rest wholly upon mine I” he answered, knitting his black 
brows. “ I see t hr ough the systern , Jt is full of defects, — irremedia b le and 
damning ones first to last, there is nothing else I I grasp it in my 

hand, and find no substance whatever. There is not human nature in it.” 

“Why are you so secret in your operations?” I asked. “God forbid that 
I should accuse you of intentional wrong ; but the besetting sin o f a phil- 
anth ropi st, i t appears to me, i^ apt to ^e ^moral obl iquity . Hisse^seor 
Eonor ceases to be the sense of other FonoraBIemiStiTAt some point of his 
course — I know not exactly when or where — he is tempted to palter with 
the right, and can scarcely forbear persuading himself that the import- 
ance of his public ends renders it allowable to throw aside his private 
conscience. Oh my dear friend, beware this error! If you meditate the 
overthrow of this establishment, call together our companions, state your 
design, support it with all your eloquence, but allow them an opportunity 
of defending themselves.” 

“It does not suit me,” said Hollingsworth. “Nor is it my duty to do so.” 

“I think it is,” replied I. 

Hollingsworth frowned; not in passion, but, like fate, inexorably. 

“I will not argue the point,” said he. “What I desire to know of you is, 
— and you can tell me in one word, — ^whether I am to look for your co- 
operation in this great scheme of good? Take it up with me! Be my 
brother in it! It offers you (what you have told me, over and over again, 
that you most need) a purpose in life, worthy of the extr emest self- 
devo tion, - worth y of martyrdom , should Ajod io order it! In this view, I 
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present it to you. You can greatly benefit mankind. Your peculiar facul- 
ties, as I shall direct them, are capable of being so wrought into this 
enterprise that not one of them need lie idle. Strike hands with me, and 
from this moment you shall never again feel the languor and vague 
wretchedness of an indolent or half-occupied man. There may be no more 
aimless beauty in your life; but, in its stead, there shall be strength, 
courage, immitigable will, — everything that a manly and generous nature 
should desire! We shall succeed! We shall have done our best for this 
miserable world; and happiness (which never comes but incidentally) 
will come to us unawares.’’ 

It seemed his intention to say no more. But, after he had quite broken 
off, his deep eyes filled with tears, and he held out both his hands to me. 

“Coverdale,” he murmured, “there is not the man in this wide world 
whom I can love as I could you. Do not forsake me! ” 

As I look back upon this scene, through the coldness and dimness of so 
many years, there is still a sensation as if Hollingsworth had caught hold 
^of my heart, and were pulling it towards him with an almost irresistible 
Torce. It is a mystery to me how I withstood it. But, in truth^ I saw in his 
" Scheme of philanthropy nothing but w hat was odious.^, A loathsomeness 
t hat was to be forever in m y daily w ork!. A^reaFbrack ugliness of sin, 
which he proposedTTo collect out of a thousand'^humah hearts, and that 
we should spend our lives in an experiment of transmuting it into virtue! 
Had I but touched his extended hand, Hollingsworth’s magnetism would 
perhaps have penetrated me with his own conception of all these matters. 
But I stood aloof. I fortified myself with doubts whether his strength of 
purpose had not been too gigantic for his integrity, impelling him to 
trample on considerations that should have been paramount to every 
other. " 

^"^Is Zenobia to take a part in your enterprise?” I asked. 

“She is,” said Hollingsworth, 

“She! — the beautiful! — the gorgeous!” I exclaimed. “And how have 
you prevailed with such a woman to work in this squalid element?” 

“Through no base methods, as you seem to suspect,” he answered; 
“but by addressing whatever is best and noblest in her.” 

Hollingsw^orth was looking on the ground. But, as he often did so, — 
generally, indeed, in his habitual moods of thought, — I could not judge 
whether it was from any special unwillingness now to meet m}^ eyes. What 
it was that dictated my next question, I cannot precisely say. Neverthe- 
less, it rose so inevitably into my mouth, and, as it were, asked itself so 
involuntarily, that there must needs have been an aptness in it. 

“What is to become of Priscilla?” 

Hollingsworth looked at me fiercely, and with glowing eyes. He could 
not have shown any other kind of expression than that, had he meant to 
strike me with a sword. 

“Why do you bring in the names of these women?” said he, after a mo- 
ment of pregnant silence. “What have they to do with the proposal which 



THE BLITHEDALE ROMANCE 5i9 

I make you? I must have your answer! Will you devote yourself, and 
sacrifice all to this great end, and be my friend of friends forever?” 

“In Heaven^s name, Hollingsworth,” cried I, getting angry, and glad 
to be angry, because so only was it possible to oppose his tremendous 
concentrativeness and indomitable will, “cannot you conceive that a man 
may wisK^veTTio^flie WtJrtd,- and struggle-for its good, on some other plan 
than precisely that which you have laid down? And will you cast off a 
friend for no unworthiness, but merely because he stands upon his right 
as an iniiiyiduaLbeing^_an d loo ks at matters through his own optics, in- 
stead of yours?” 

“Be with me,” said Hollingsworth, “or be against me! There is no 
third choice for you.” 

“Take this, then, as my decision,” I answered. “I doubt the wisdom of | 
your scheme. Furthermore, I greatly fear that the methods by which you 
allow yourself to pursue it are such a > cannot stand the scrutiny of an un- 
biased conscience.” 

“And you will not join me?” 

“No!” 

I never said the word — and certainly can never have it to say here- 
after — that cost me a thousandth part so hard an effort as did that one 
syllable. The heart-pang was not merely figurative, but an absolute tor- 
ture of the breast. I was gazing steadfastly at Hollingsworth. It seemed to 
me that it struck him, too, like a bullet. A ghastly paleness — always so 
terrific on a swarthy face — overspread his features. There was a convul- 
sive movement of his throat, as if he were forcing down some words that 
struggled and fought for utterance. Whether words of anger, or words of 
grief, I cannot tell ; although many and many a time I have vainly tor- 
mented myself with conjecturing which of the two they were. One other 
appeal to my friendship, — such as once, already, Hollingsworth had 
made, — taking me in the revulsion that followed a strenuous exercise of 
opposing will, would completely have subdued me. But he left the mat- 
ter there. 

“Well!” said he. 

And that was all! I should have been thankful for one word more, even 
had it shot me through the heart, as mine did him. But he did not speak 
it; and, after a few moments, with one accord, we set to work again, re- 
pairing the stone fence. Hollingsworth, I observed, wrought like a Titan; 
and, for my own part, I lifted stones which at this day — or, in a calmer 
mood, at that one — I should no more have thought it possible to stir than 
to carry off the gates of Gaza on my back. 
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XVI 

Leave-Takings 

A FEW dam tragic passage-at-arms b etween Hollingsworth and 

me, I appeared at the dinner-table actually dressed in a coat, instead of 
my customary blouse; with a satin cravat, too, a white vest, and several 
other things that made me seem strange and outlandish to myself. As for 
my companions, this unwonted spectacle caused a great stir upon the 
wooden benches that bordered either side of our homely board. 

^‘What^s in the wind now, Miles?^’ asked one of them. “Are you de- 
serting us?” 

“Yes, for a week or two,” said I. “It strikes me that my health de- 
mands a little relaxation of labor, and a short visit to the sea-side, during 
The dog-days.” 

“You look like it! ” grumbled Silas Foster, not greatly pleased with the 
idea of losing an efficient laborer before the stress of the season was well 
over. “Now, here’s a pretty fellow! His shoulders have broadened a mat- 
ter of six inches, since he came among us ; he can do his day’s work, if he 
likes, with any man or ox on the farm; and yet he talks about going to 
the sea-shore for his health! Well, well, old woman,” added he to his 
wife, “let me have a plateful of that pork and cabbage! I begin to feel in 
a very weakly way. When the others have had their turn, you and I will 
take a jaunt to Newport or Saratoga! ” 

“Well, but, Mr. Foster,” said I, “you must allow me to take a little 
breath.” 

“Breath!” retorted the old yeoman. “Your lungs have the play of a 
pair of blacksmith’s bellows already. What on earth do you want more? 
But go along! I understand the business. We shall never see your face 
here again. Here ends the reformation of the world, so far as Miles Cover- 
dale has a hand in it ! ” 

“By no means,” I replied. “I am resolute to die in the last ditch, for 
the good of the cause.” 

“Die in a ditch!” muttered gruff Silas, with genuine Yankee intoler- 
ance of any intermission of toil, except on Sunday, the Fourth of July, 
the autumnal cattle-show. Thanksgiving, or the anpual Fast, — “die in a 
ditch! I believe, in my conscience, you would, if there were no steadier 
means than your own labor to keep you out of it! ” 

The truth was, that an intolerable discontent and irksomeness had 
come over me. Blithedale was no lon ger what it had been. Ev erything 
was suddenly faded. The sunburnt and arid aspect of our woods and pas- 
tures, beneath the August sky, did but imperfectly symbolize the lack of 
dew and moisture, that, since yesterday, as it were, had blighted my fields 
of thought, and penetrated to the innermost and shadiest of my contem- 
plative recesses. The change will be recognized by many, who, after a 
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period of happiness, have endeavor^ to go on with the same kipd of life, 
in thp cQgnQ crftnPj rn gpiti=> (^ f the alteratTonTor withdrawal of some prin- 
cipal Hicrmrpr ( wViat U^rPtn/ArA pArT^apc tliAy 

Vnown^ tW i^ wag^ thiQ-iyl^^VI^ the bright color mid Mbdd reality ^ 


I stood on other terms than before, not only with Hollingsworth, but 
with Zenobia and Priscilla. As regarded the two latter, it was that dream- 
like and miserable sort of change that denies you the privilege to com- 
plain, because you can assert no positive injury, nor lay your finger on 
anything tangible. It is a matter which you do not see, but feel, and 
which, when you try to analyze it, seems to lose its very existence, and 
resolve itself into a sickly humor of 7 our own. Your understanding, pos- 
sibly, may put faith in this denial. I ut your heart will not so easily rest 
satisfied. It incessantly remonstrates though, most of the time, in a bass- 
note, which you do not separately distinguish; but, now and then, with a 
sharp cry, importunate to be heard, ^nd resolute to claim belief. '' Things 
ar e not ^ls they wereP ’ it keeps saying. "You shall not impose on me! 1 
^11 never be quiet! 1 will throb painfully! I will be heavy, and desolate, 
and shiver with cold! For I, your deep heart, know when to be miserable, 
as once I knew when to be happy! All is changed for us! You are beloved 
no more!” And were mv life to be spent over again, I would invariably 


l end my ear to this Cassandra of t he inwa rd depths, ho o ver clam orous 
the music ancTthe merrimenf^a m oreT superficial region . ~ 

My outbreak with Hollingsworth, thoughliev^aefinitely known to 
our associates, had really an effect upon the moral atmosphere of the 
Community. It was incidental to the closeness of relationship into which 
we had brought ourselves, that an unfriendly state of feeling could not 
occur between any two members without the whole society being more or 
less commoted and made uncomfortable thereby. This species of nervous 
sympathy (though a pretty characteristic enough, sentimentally consid- 
ered, and apparently betokening an actual bond of love among us) was 
yet found rather inconvenient in its practical operation; mortal tempers 
being so infirm and variable as they are. If one of us happened to give 
his neighbor a box on the ear, the tingle was immediately felt on the same j 
side of everybody's head. Thus, even on the supposition that we were far I 
less quarrelsome than the rest of the world, a great deal of time was/ 
necessarily wasted in rubbing our ears. f ^ 

Musing on all thq^ matters, I felt an inexpressible Aonging for at least 
a^temporary novelt^ I thought of going across the Rocky Mountains, or 
to^Furope, oFupTEe4^ile ; of offering myself a volunteer on the Exploring 
Expedition; of taking a ramble of years, no matter in what direction, 
and coming back on the other side of the world. Then, should the col- 
onists of Blithedale have established their enterprise on a permanent 
basis, 1 might fling aside my pilgrim staff and dusty shoon, and rest as 
peacefully here as elsewhere. Or, in case Hollingsworth should occupy 
the ground with his School of Reform, as he now purposed, I might plead 
earthly guilt enough, by that time, to give me what I was inclined to 
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think the only trustworthy hold on his affections. Meanwhile, before de^ 
ciding on any ultimate plan, I determined to remove myself to a little 
distance, and take an exterior view of what we had all been about. 

In truth, it was dizzy work, amid such fermentation of opinions as was 
going on in the general brain of the Community. It was a kind of Bedlam, 
for the time being, although out of the very thoughts that w ere wililest 
and mostllestructi^ a^^^wisdom^ Tioly, c alrn^ and p ur e, and 

that should incarnate itsST vl^jthe substan^ of a noBIean^d^a^py li f ^ 
But, as matters now'^re, I felt myselT (and, having a decided tendency 
towards the actual, I never liked to feel it) getting quite out of my reck- 
oning, with regard to the existing state of the world. I was beginning to 
lose the sense of what kind of a world it was, among innumerable schemes 
of what it might or ought to be. It was impossible, situated as we were, 
not to imbibe the idea that everything in nature and human existence was 
fluid, or fast becoming so ; that the crust of the earth in many places was 
broken, and its whole surface portentously upheaving ; ^at it was a day 
of crisis, and that we ourselves were in the critical vortex. Our great globe ^ 
floated in the atmosphere of infinite space lik^ an unsuDsf^Jtial bubble. , 
No sagacious man will long retain his sagacity,' If Tie live exclusively 
among reformers and progressive people, without periodically returning 
into the settled system of things, to correct himself by a new observation 
ifrom that old stand-point. 

It was now time for me, therefore, to go and hold a little talk with the 
conservatives, the writers of “The North American Review,^’ the mer- 
chants, the politicians, the Cambridge men, and all those respectable old 
blockheads, who still, in this intangibility and mistiness of affairs, kept a 
death-grip on one or two ideas which had not come into vogue since yes- 
terday morning. 

The brethren took leave of me with cordial kindness; and as for the 
sisterhood, I had serious thoughts of kissing them all round, but forbore 
to do so, because, in all such general salutations, the penance is fully 
equal to the pleasure. So I kissed none of them ; and nobody, to say the 
truth, seemed to expect it, 

“Do you wish me,” I said to Zenobia, “to announce in town, and at 
the watering-places, your purpose to deliver a course of lectures on the 
rights of women?” 

“Women possess no rights,” said Zenobia, with a half-melancholy 
smile; “or, at all events, only little girls and grandmothers would have the 
force to exercise them.” 

She gave me her hand freely and kindly, and looked at me, I thought, 
with a pitying expression in her eyes; nor was there any settled light of 
joy in them on her own behalf, but a troubled and passionate flame, 
flickering and fitful. 

“I regret, on the whole, that you are leaving us,” she said; “and all 
the more, since I feel that this phase of our life is finished, and can never 
be lived over again. Do you know, Mr. Coverdale, that I have been sev- 
eral times on the point of making you my confidant, for lack of a better 
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and wiser one? But you are too young to be my father confessor; and 
you would not thank me for treating you like one of those good little 
handmaidens who share the bosom secrets of a tragedy-queen.^^ 

‘T would, at least, be loyal and faithful,’’ answered I; “and would 
counsel you with an honest purpose, if not wisely.” 

“Yes,” said Zenobia, “you would be only too wise, too honest. Hon- 
esty a nd jwisdoin are such a delightful pastime, at another persona s 
p ense P ’ 

“Ah, Zenobia,” I exclaimed, “if you would but let me speak!” 

“By no means,” she replied, “especially when you have just resumed 
the whole series of social conventionalisms, together with that strait- 
bodied coat. I would as lief open m}^ heart to a laviyer or a clergyman! 
No, no, Mr. Coverdale; if I choose o counsellor, in the present aspect of 
my affairs, it must be either an ange or a madman; and I rather appre- 
hend that the latter would be likeliest of the two to speak the fitting 
word. It needs a wild steersman when ce voy age thrm^h chap s! The_ 
anchor isup^^^re welJ 1 ” 

^ ~Prisciira7 as soon as dinner was over, had betaken herself into a corner, 
and set to work on a little purse. A.^ I approached her, she let her eyes 
rest on me with a calm, serious look; for, with all her delicacy of nerves, 
there was a singular self-possession in Priscilla, and her sensibilities 
seemed to lie sheltered from ordinary commotion, like the water in a deep 
well 

“Will you give me that purse, Priscilla,” said I, “as a parting keep- 
sake?” 

“Yes,” she answered, “if you will wait till it is finished.” 

“I must not wait, even for that,” I replied. “Shall I find you here, on 
my return?” 

“I never wish to go away,” said she. 

“I have sometimes thought,” observed I, smiling, “that you, Priscilla, 
are a little prophetess, or, at least, that you have spiritual intimations 
respecting matters which are dark to us grosser people. If that be the 
case, I should like to ask you what is about to happen , for I am torment- 
ed with a strong foreboding that, were I to return even so soon as to- 
morrow morning, I should find everything changed. Have you any im- 
pressions of this nature?” 

“Ah, no,” said Priscilla, looking at me, apprehensively. “If any such 
misfortune is coming, the shadow has not reached me yet. Heaven for- 
bid! I should be glad if there might never be any change, but one sum- 
mer follow another, and all just like this.” 

“No sumi 3 i^r_eyer came back, and no two summery ever wer^ alike,” 
said I, with a degree of Orphic ~^sd6m that astonished myself. “Times 
change. and_peopl e change; and i f our hearts do not c ha nge as readily, s o 
i^ch the \>^f 3 e foTus. G6oy 6y7Pr iscin ” 

i gave her hand a pressure, wEich, 1 think, she neither resisted nor re^ 
tuned. Priscilla’s heart was deep, but of small compass; it had room bul 
for a very few dearest ones, among whom she never reckoned me. 
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On the doorstep I met Hollingsworth. I had a momentary impulse to 
hold out my hand, or at least, to give a parting nod, but resisted both. 
When a real and strong affection has come to an end, it is not well to 
mock the sacred past with any show of those commonplace civilities that 
belong to ordinary intercourse. Being dead henceforth to him, and he to 
me, there could be no propriety in our chilling one another with the t^uch 
of two corpse-like hands, or playing at looks of courtesy with eyes that 
were impenetrable beneath the glaze and the film. We passed, therefore, 
as if mutually invisible. 

I can nowise explain what sort of whim, prank, or perversity it was, 
that, after all these leave-takings, induced me to go to the pigsty, and 
take leave of the swine! There they lay, buried as deeply among the 
straw as they could burrow, four huge black grunters, t he very symbols 
of slothful ease and sensual comfor t. They were asleep, drawing short 
ancTlieavy breaths, which heaved their big sides up and down. Unclosing 
their eyes, however, at my approach, they looked dimly forth at the 
outer world, and simultaneous!}^ uttered a gentle grunt; not putting 
themselves to the trouble of an additional breath for that particular pur- 
pose, but grunting with their ordinary inhalation. They were involved, 
and almost stifled and buried alive, in their own corporeal substance. The 
very unreadiness and oppression wherewith these greasy citizens gained 
breath enough to keep their life-machinery in sluggish movement, ap- 
peared to make them only the more sensible of the ponderous and fat 
satisfaction of their existence. Peeping at me, an instant, out of their 
small, red, hardly perceptible eyes, they dropt asleep again; yet not so 
far asleep but that their unctuous bliss was still present to them, betwixt 
dream and reality. 

‘^You must come back in season to eat part of a spare-rib,^^ said Silas 
Foster, giving my hand a mighty squeeze. ‘T shall have these fat fellows 
hanging up by the heels, heads downward, pretty soon, I tell you I 

cruel Silas, what a horrible idea!’^ cried I. “All the rest of us, men, 
women, and live-stock, save only these four porkers, are bedevilled with 
one grief or another; they alone are happy, — and you mean to cut their 
throats and eat them! It would be more for the general comfort to let 
them eat us; and bitter and sour morsels we should be! ” 


XVII 

The Hotel 

Arriving in town (where my bachelor-rooms, long before this time, had 
received some other occupant), I established myself, for a day or two, in 
a certain respectable hotel. It was situated somewhat aloof from my for- 
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mer track in life; my present mood inclining me to avoid most of my old 
companions, from whom I was now sundered by other interests, and who 
would have been likely enough to amuse themselves at the expense of the 
amateur workingman. The hotel-keeper put me into a back room of the 
third story of his spacious establishment. The day was lowering, with 
occasional gusts of rain, and an ugly-tempered east-wind, which seemed 
to come right off the chill and melancholy sea, hardly mitigated by 
sweeping over the roofs, and amalgamating itself with the dusky element 
of city smoke. All the effeminacy of past days had returned upon me at 
once. Summer as it still was, I ordered a coal-fire in the rusty grate, and 
was glad to find myself growing a little too warm with an artificial tem- 
perature. 

My sensations were those of a traveller, long sojourning in remote re- 
gions, and at length sitting down again amid customs once familiar, 
There was j i newness and^auj^dnch S oddlv combining themselv es into 
one impression . IF made jme acutely sgisible Jhow strange_a.4>i£!QtJQli 
mosaic-work had jat^ b^n wr int o my life. True, if you look at it 
nrone'way,^*^^ been only a summer in the country. But, conside red j n 
a profounder reTatlohFiTvi^paff andOfFr ^eT^dlfT^FfiTsfate 
ciety, a s egment of ,i5:gxtoMceIpecuIiar i n Its aims and method s^ a leaf 
of some mysterious volun^interpolated into Jl^ current history wMdi 
time was writing off. At one moment, The very circumstances now suF 
Tounding me— hiy coal-fire, and the dingy room in the bustling hotel — 
appeared far off and intangible; the n ext insta nt Blith edal e looked vague, 
as if it were at^^^^distanc^both in tinie and^ace, ancLSQ- shadow 
question mi^iitjbe isisiElwfctheilhe wiiol^affahhad been any^ing more 
than^ffiF thoughts of a speculative mai ^ had never before experi e nced a 
modgi fhat so rdbhed the actual wo rld^ ^its solidity "IFheverffii^^ in- 
volved a charm, on which — a devoted epicure of my own emotions — I re- 
solved to pause, and enjoy the moral sillabub until quite dissolved away. 

Whatever had been my taste for solitude and natural scenery, yet the 
thick, foggy, stifled element of cities, the entangled life of many men to- 
gether, sordid as it was, and empty of the beautiful, took quite as strenu- 
ous a hold upon my mind. I felt as if there could never be enough of it. 
Each characteristic sound was too suggestive to be passed over unno- 
ticed. Beneath and around me, I heard the stir of the hotel; the loud 
voices of guests, landlord, or bar-keeper; steps echoing on the staircase; 
the ringing of a bell, announcing arrivals or departures; the porter lum- 
bering past my door with baggage, which he thumped down upon the 
floors of neighboring chambers ; the lighter feet of chambermaid scud- 
ding along the passages; — it is ridiculous to think what an interest they 
had for me I From the street came the tumult of the pavements, pervad- 
ing the whole house with a continual uproar, so broad and deep that only 
an unaccustomed ear would dwell upon it. A company of the city soldiery, 
with a full military band, marched in front of the hotel, invisible to me, 
but stirringly audible both by its foot-tramp and the clangor of its in- 
struments. Once or twice all the city bells jangled together, announcing a 
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fire, which brought out the engine-men and their machines, like an army 
with its artillery rushing to battle. Hour by hour the clocks in many 
steeples responded one to another. In some public hall, not a great way 
off, there seemed to be an exhibition of a mechanical diorama; for three 
times during the day occurred a repetition of obstreperous music, wind- 
ing up with the rattle of imitative cannon and musketry, and a hug^ final 
explosion. Then ensued the applause of the spectators, with clap of hands 
and thump of sticks, and the energetic pounding of their heels. All thjs 
I was j ust as valuable, in its way, as the sighing of the breeze among the 
^rrh-Irep <; f 

Yet I felt a hesit^on about plunging into this muddy tide of human 
activity and pastim^ It suited rnf better, for the presen^, to linger on the 
brink, or hover in^tllE^ir above^SoTsp^'t tlie 15fsr3ay,^an3“IHFgF^ 
er part of the second, in the laziest manner possible, in a rocking-chair, 
inhaling the fragrance of a series of cigars, with my legs and slippered 
feet horizontally disposed, and in my hand a novel purchased of a rail- 
road bibliopolist. The gradual waste of my cigar accomplished itself with 
an easy and gentle expenditure of breath. My book was of the dullest, yet 
had a sort of sluggish flow, like that of a stream in which your boat is as 
often aground as afloat. Had there been a more impetuous rush, a more 
absorbing passion of the narrative, I should the sooner have struggled 
out of its uneasy current, and have given myself up to the swell and sub- 
sidence of my thoughts. But, as it was, the torpid life of the book served 
as an unobtrusive accompaniment to the life within me and about me. At 
intervals, however, when its effect grew a little too soporific, — not for my 
patience, but for the possibility of keeping my eyes open, — I bestirred 
myself, started from the rocking-chair, and looked out of the window. 

A gray sky; the weathercock of a steeple, that rose beyond the oppo- 
site range of buildings, pointing from the eastward; a sprinkle of small, 
spiteful-looking rain-drops on the window-pane. In that ebb-tide of my 
energies, had I thought of venturing abroad, these tokens would have 
checked the abortive purpose. 

After several such visits to the window, I found myself getting pretty 
well acquainted with that little portion of the backside of the universe 
which it presented to my view. Over against the hotel and its adjacent 
houses, at the distance of forty or fifty yards, was the rear of a range of 
buildings, which appeared to be spacious, modern, and calculated for 
fashionable residences. The interval between was apportioned into grass- 
plots, and here and there an apology for a garden, pertaining severally to 
these dwellings. There were apple-trees, and pear and peach-trees, too, the 
fruit on which looked singularly large, luxuriant, and abundant, as well 
it might, in a situation so warm and sheltered, and where the soil had 
doubtless been enriched to a more than natural fertility. In two or three 
places grape-vines clambered upon trellises, and bore clusters already 
purple, and promising the richness of Malta or Madeira in their ripened 
juice. The blighting winds of our rigid climate could not molest these ^ 
trees and vines; the sunshine, though descending late into this area, and 
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too early intercepted by the height of the surrounding houses, yet lay 
tropically there, even when less than temperate in every other region. 
Dreary as was the day, the scene was illuminated by not a few sparrows 
and other birds, which spread their wings, and flitted and fluttered, and 
alighted now here, now there, and busily scratched their food out of the 
wormy earth. Most of these winged people seemed to have their domicile 
in a robust and healthy buttonwood-tree. It aspired upward, high above 
the roof of the houses, and spread a dense head of foliage half across the 
area. 

There was a cat — as there invariably is in such places — who evid ently 
thought her^lf entitled to the privileges of forest-life in this close hear t 
of city conventio nalisms, rwat'che'dher creeping aIong~ the low, flat Toofs 
of the offices, descending a flight of wooden steps, gliding among the 
grass, and besieging the buttonwood-t) ee, with murderous purpose against 
its feathered citizens. But, after all, they were birds of city breeding, and 
doubtless knew how to guard themse Ives against the peculiar perils of 
their position. 

Bewitching to my fancy are all those nooks and crannies, where Nature,j 
like a stray partridge, hides her head among the long-established. Jiauiltfj 
of mehl Tt is likewise to be remarked as a general rule, that there is far 
more of the picturesque, more truth to native and characteristic ten- 
dencies, and vastly greater suggestiveness in the back view of a residence, 
whether in town or country, than in its front. The latter is always arti- 
ficial; it is meant for the world^s eye, and is therefore a veil and a con- 
cealment. Realities keep in the rear, and put forward an advance-guard 
of show and humbug. The posterior aspect of any old farmhouse, behind 
which a railroad has unexpectedly been opened, is so different from that 
looking upon the immemorial highway, that the spectator gets new ideas 
of rural life and individuality in the puff or two of steam-breath which 
shoots him past the premises. In a city, the distinction between what is of- 
fered to the public and what is kept for the family is certainly not less 
striking. 

But, to return to my window, at the back of the hotel. Together with a 
due contemplation of the fruit-trees, the grape-vines, the buttonwood- 
tree, the cat, the birds, and many other particulars, I failed not to study 
the row of fashionable dwellings to which all these appertained. Here, it 
must be confessed, there was a general sameness. From the upper story to 
the first floor, they were so much alike, that I could only conceive of the 
inhabitants as cut out on one identical pattern, like little wooden toy- 
people of German manufacture. One long, united roof, with its thousands 
of slates glittering in the rain, extended over the whole. After the distinct- 
ness of separate characters, to which I had recently been accustomed, ic 
perplexed and annoyed me not to be able to resolve this combination of 
human interests into well-defined elements. It seemed hardly worth while 
for more than one of those families to be in existence, since they all had 
ihe same glimpse of the sky, all looked into the same area, all received 
just their equal share of sunshine through the front windows, and all lis- 
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tened to precisely the same noises of the street on which they boarded. 
Men are so much alike in their nature, that they grow intolerable unless 
varied by their circumstances. 

Just about this time, a waiter entered my room. The truth was, I had 
rung the bell and ordered a sherry-cobbler. 

‘‘Can you tell me,’’ I inquired, “what families reside in any of ^hose 
houses opposite?” 

“The one right opposite is a rather stylish boarding-house,” said the 
waiter. “Two of the gentlemen-boarders keep horses at the stable of our 
establishment. They do things in very good style, sir, the people that live 
there.” 

I might have found out nearly as much for myself, on examining the 
house a little more closely. In one of the upper chambers I saw a young 
man in a dressing gown, standing before the glass and brushing his hair, 
for a quarter of an hour together. He then spent an equal space of time in 
the elaborate arrangement of his cravat, and finally made his appearance 
in a dress-coat, which I suspected to be newly come from the tailor’s, and 
now first put on for a dinner-party. At a window of the next story below, 
Iwo children, prettily dressed, were looking out. By and by, a middle-aged 
gentleman came softly behind them, kissed the little girl, and playfully 
pulled the little boy’s ear. It was a papa, no doubt, just come in from his 
counting-room or office; and anon appeared mamma, stealing as softly 
behind papa as he had stolen behind the children, and laying her hand on 
his shoulder, to surprise him. Then followed a kiss between papa and 
mamma ; but a noiseless one, for the children did not turn their heads. 

“I bless God for these good folks!” thought I to myself. “I have not 
seen a prettier bit of nature, in all my summer in the country, than they 
have shown me here, in a rather stylish boarding-house. I will pay them a 
little more attention by and by. 

On the first floor, an iron balustrade ran along in front of the tall and 
spacious windows, evidently belonging to a back drawing-room; and, far 
into the interior, through the arch of the sliding-doors, I could discern a 
gleam from the windows of the front apartment. There were no signs of 
present occupancy in this suite of rooms; the curtains being enveloped in 
a protective covering, which allowed but a small portion of their crimson 
material to be seen. But two house-maids were industriously at work; so 
that there was good prospect that the boarding-house might not long suf- 
fer from the absence of its most expensive and profitable guests. IVIean- 
while, until they should appear, I cast my eyes downward to the lower re- 
gions. There, in the dusk that so early settles into such places, I saw the 
red glow of the kitchen-range. The hot cook, or one of her subordinates, 
with a ladle in her hand, came to draw a cool breath at the back door. As 
soon as she disappeared, an Irish man-servant, in a white jacket, crept 
slyly forth, and threw away the fragments of a china dish, which, unques- 
tionably, he had just broken. Soon afterwards, a lady, showily dressed, 
with a curling front of what must have been false hair, and reddish-brown, 
I suppose, in hue, — though my remoteness allowed me only to guess at 
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such particulars, — this respectable mistress of the boarding-house made a 
momentary transit across the kitchen-window, and appeared no more. It 
was her final, comprehensive glance, in order to make sure that soup, fish, 
and flesh were in a proper state of readiness, before the serving up of 
dinner. 

There was nothing else worth noticing about the house, unless it be that 
on the peak of one of the dormer-windows which opened out of the roof 
sat a dove^ looking very dreary and for lorn insomuch that I wondered 
why she chose to sit there, ih the chilly l-aihy 'wlule her kindred were 
doubtless nestling in a warm and comfortable dove-cote. All at once, this 
dove spread her wings, and, launching herself in the air, came flying so 
straight across the intervening space that I fully expected her to alight 
directly on my window-sill. In the latter part of her course, however, she 
swerved aside, flew upward, and vanished, as did, likewise, the slight, fan- ] 
tasticpathos with which I had invested her. » ^ ^ 


xvni 

The Boarding-House 

The next day, as soon as I thought of looking again towards the opposite 
house, there sat the dove again, on the peak of the same dormer-window! 

It was by no means an early hour, for, the preceding evening, I had ul- 
timately mustered enterprise enough to visit the theatre, had gone late to 
bed, and slept beyond all limit, in my remoteness from Silas Foster^s 
awakening horn. Dreams had tormented me throughout the night. The 
train of thoughts which, for months past, had worn a track through my 
mind, and to escape which was one of my chief objects in leaving Blithe- 
dale, kept treading remorselessly to and fro in their old footsteps, while 
slumber left me impotent to regulate them. It was not till I had quitted 
my three friends that they first began to encroach upon my dreams. In 
those of the last night, Hollingsworth and Zenobia, standing on either 
side of my bed, had bent across it to exchange a kiss of passion. Priscilla, 
beholding this, — for she seemed to be peeping in at the chamber-window, 
— had melted gradually away, and left only the sadness of her expression 
in my heart. There it still lingered, after I awoke; one of those unreason- 
able sadnesses that you know not how to deal with, because it involves 
nothing for common-sense to clutch. 

It was a gray and dripping forenoon; gloomy enough in town, and still 
gloomier in the haunts to which my recollections persisted in transporting 
me. For, in spite of my efforts to think of something else, I thought how 
the gusty rain was drifting over the slopes and valleys of our farm; how 
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wet must be the foliage that overshadowed the pulpit-rock^^ how cheer- 
less, in such a day, my hermitage, — the tree-solitude of my owl-like hu- 
mors, — in the vine-encircled heart of the tall pine! It was a phase of 
homesickness. I had wrenched myself too suddenly out of an accustomed 
sphere. There was no choice, now, but to bear the pang of whatever heart- 
strings were snapt asunder, and that illusive torment (like the ache of a 
limb long ago cut off) by which a past mode of life prolongs itself into the 
succeeding one. I was full of idle and shapeless regrets. The thought im - 
pressed itself up on me t^t I had left dutie s unperf ormed. With the po^^ 
er ^ ^rhap^ to a^ in the ^cejDTdStiny and avert misfortune from my 
friends ,T hadTesTghed"Oi^ their ifate. Thai cold tendency, between in- 

sllhct and intellect, which made "me pry with a speculative interest into 
people’s passions and impulses, appeared to have gQne far towards un- 
humanizing my heart. 

But a man cannot always decide for himself whether his own IiearLis^ 
cold or warm. It now impresses me that, if I erred at all in regard to Hol- 
lingsworth, Zenobia, and Priscilla, it was through too much sympathy, 
rather than too little. 

To escape the irksomeness of these meditations, I resumed my post at 
the window. At first sight, there was nothing new to be noticed. The gen- 
eral aspect of affairs was the same as yesterday, except that the more de- 
cided inclemency of to-day had driven the sparrows to shelter, and kept 
the cat within doors; whence, however, she soon emerged, pursued by the 
cook, and with what looked like the better half of a roast chicken in her 
mouth. The young man in the dress-coat was invisible; the two children, 
in the story below, seemed to be romping about the room, under the su- 
perintendence of a nursery-maid. The damask curtains of the drawing- 
room, on the first floor, were now fully displayed, festooned gracefully 
from top to bottom of the windows, which extended from the ceiling to 
the carpet. A narrower window, at the left of the drawing-room, gave light 
to what was probably a small boudoir, within which I caught the faintest 
imaginable glimpse of a girl’s figure, in airy drapery. Her arm was in regu- 
lar movement, as if she were busy with her German worsted, or some 
other such pretty and unprofitable handiwork. 

While intent upon making out this girlish shape, I became sensible that 
a figure had appeared at one of the windows of the drawing-room. There 
was a presentiment in my mind; or perhaps my first glance, imperfect 
and sidelong as it was, had sufficed to convey subtile information of the 
truth. At any rate, it was with no positive surprise, but as if I had all along 
expected the incident, that, directing my eyes thitherward, I beheld — like 
a full-length picture, in the space between the heavy festoons of the win- 
dow-curtains — no other than Zenobia! At the same instant, my thoughts 
made sure of the identity-af-^the figure in the boudoir. It could only be 
Priscilla. 

Zenobia was attired, not in the almost rustic costume which she had 
heretofore worn, but in a fashionable morning-dress. There was, never- 
theless, one familiar point. She had, as usual, a flower in her hair, brilliant 
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and of a h,re variety, else it had not been Zenobia. After a brief pause at 
the window, she turned away, exemplifying, in the few steps that removed 
her out of sight, that noble and beautiful motion which characterized her 
as much as any other personal charm. Not one woman in a thousand could 
move so admirably as Zenobia. Many women can sit gracefully ; some can 
stand gracefully; and a few, perhaps, can assume a series of graceful posi- 
tions. But natural movement is the result and expression of the whole be- 
ing, and cannot be well and nobly performed unless responsive to some- 
thing in the character. I often used to think that music — flight and airy, 
wild and passionate, or the full harmony of stately marches, in accord- 
ance with her varying mood — sh(»uld have attended Zenobia’s footsteps. 

I waited for her reappearance It was one peculiarity, distinguishing 
Zenobia from most of her sex, th it she needed for her moral well-being, 
and never would forego, a large amount of physical exercise. \t Blithe- 
dale, no inclemency of sky or mi ddiness of earth had ever impeded her 
daily walks. Here, in town, she p> obably preferred to tread the extent of 
the two drawing-rooms, and measure out the miles by spaces of forty feet, 
rather than bedraggle her skirts over the sloppy pavements. Accordingly, 
in about the time requisite to pass through the arch of the sliding-doors to 
the front window, and to return upon her steps, there she stood again, be- 
tween the festoons of the crimson curtains. But another personage was 
now added to the scene. Behind Zenobia appeared that face which I had 
first encountered in the wood-path; the man who had passed, side by side 
with her, in such mysterious familiarity and estrangement, beneath my 
vine-curtained hermitage in the tall pine-tree. It was Westervelt. Andj 
though he was looking closely over her shoulder, it still seemed to me, as I 
on the former occasion, that Zenobia repelled him, — that perchance, they 
mutually repelled each other, by some incompatibility of their spheres. 

This impression, however, might have been altogether the result of 
fancy and prejudice in me. The distance was so great as to obliterate any 
play of feature by which I might otherwise have been made a partaker of 
their counsels. 

Therp nnw nf^dipd nnly Hnlli ngsworth and old Moodie to compl ete the 
knot of characters, whoni a re al intrica cy of events, greatly assisted by 
my rn^ethpdpf insulating them fronoLPiher rd[atiohs^]fe(^^ soTohg uj^n 
my m enta l sta ge, as acfdrsln a drama. In itself, perhaps ,Trwas ncrvery 
remarkaKTe ewhf that they shoufTthiis come across me, at the moment 
when I imagined myself free. Zenobia, as I well knew, had retained an es- 
tablishment in town, and had not unfrequently withdrawn herself ivon\ 
Blithedale during brief intervals, on one of which occasions she had taken 
Priscilla along with her. Nevertheless, there seemed something fatal in the 
coincidence that had borne me to this one spot, of all others in a great city, 
and transfixed me there, and compelled me again to waste my already 
wearied sympathies on affairs which were none of mine, and persons who 
cared little for me. It irritated my nerves; it affected me with a kind of 
heart-sickness. After the effort which it cost me to fling them off, — after 
consummating my escape, as I thought, from these goblins of flesh and 
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blood, and pausing to revive myself with a breath or two of an atmosphere 
in which they should have no share, — ^it was a positive despair, to find the 
same figures arraying themselves before me, and presenting t heir old 
problem in a shape that made it mo re in soluble th ^ujsyeL 

began To lo^ foTa catastropEeT lf the^^ noble temper of Hollings- 
worth^s soul were doomed to be utterly corrupted by the too powerful 
purpose which had grown out of what was noblest in him ; if the rich and 
generous qualities of Zenobia’s womanhood might not save her; if Pris- 
cilla must perish by her tenderness and faith, so simple and so devout, — 
then be it so! Let it all come! As for me. J would look on, as it seemed my 
part to do. undersU ndingly j if my intel lect could fathom the m eaning ffld 
the moral, and^ at alTevents, reverently and sadly . Thfr curt ainlTallmJL 
gould pass onwa rd wit h my poo r jndi^duil life, which was now atten- 
^ted of nuich bfltT proper substai icerahia"7!iffUsed~amoWn^^ alien 
interests . 

Meanwhile, Zenobia and her companion had retreated from the win- 
dow. Then followed an interval, during which I directed my eyes towards 
the figure in the boudoir. Most certainly it was Priscilla, although dressed 
with a novel and fanciful elegance. The vague perception of it, as viewed 
so far off, impressed me as if she had suddenly passed out of a chrysalis 
state and put forth wings. Her hands were not now in motion. She had 
dropt her work, and sat with her head thrown back, in the same attitude 
that I had seen several times before, when she seemed to be listening to 
an imperfectly distinguished sound. 

Again the two figures in the drawing-room became visible. They were 
now a little withdrawn from the window, face to face, and, as I could see 
by Zenobia^s emphatic gestures, were discussing some subject in which 
she, at least, felt a passionate concern. By and by she broke away, and 
vanished beyond my ken. Westervelt approached the window, and leaned 
bis forehead against a pane of glass, displaying the sort of smile on his 
handsome features which, when I before met him, had let me into the se- 
cret of his gold-bordered teeth. Every human being, when given over to 
the Devil, is sure to have the wizard mark upon him, in one form or an- 
other. I fancied that this smile, with its peculiar revelation, was the Dev- 
il’s signet on the Professor. 

This man, as I had soon reason to know, was endowed with a cat-like 
circumspection ; and though precisely the most unspiritual quality in the 
world, it was almost as effective as spiritual insight in making him ac- 
quainted with whatever it suited him to discover. He now proved it, con- 
siderably to my discomfiture, by detecting and recognizing me, at my post 
of observation. Perhaps I ought to have blushed at being caught in such 
an evident scrutiny of Professor Westervelt and his affairs. Perhaps I did 
blush. Be that as it might, I retained presence of mind enough not to 
make my position yet more irksome, by the poltroonery of drawing back. 

Westervelt looked into the depths of the drawing-room, and beckoned. 
Immediately afterwards Zenobia appeared at the window^ with color 
much heightened, and eyes which, as my conscience whispered me, were 
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shooting bright arrows, barbed with scorn, across the intervening space, 
directed full at my sensibilities as a gentleman. If the truth must be told, 
far as her flight-shot was, those arrows hit the mark. She signified her rec- 
ognition of me by a gesture with her head and hand, comprising at once a 
salutation and dismissal. The next moment, she administered one of those 
pitiless rebukes which a woman always has at hand, ready for any offence 
(and which she so seldom spares on due occasion), by letting down a 
white linen curtain between the festoons of the damask ones. It fell like 
tifcilixipccurtain of .a Ibeatre Jn t^ 

Priscilla had disappeared from the boudoir. But the dove still kept hef 
desolate perch on the peak of the attic-window. 


XIX 

Zenobia’s Drawing-Room 

The remainder of the day, so far as I was concerned, was spent in medi* 
tating on these recent incidents. I contrived, and alternately rejected, in- 
numerable methods of accounting for the presence of Zenobia and Pris- 
cilla, and the connection of Westervelt with both. It must be owned, too, 
that I had a keen, revengeful sense of the insult inflicted by Zenobia^s 
scornful recognition, and more particularly by her letting down the cur- 
tain; as if such were the prop er torieMo be inte rposed b etwe en a char - 
acter like hers and ^perce£tiye faculty Ti ke mine . For, was mine a mere 
vulgar ciirTosityy'Zenobia should have known me better than to suppose 
it. !^e should have been able to appreciate that quality of the intellect 
and th^lKearj^whichlmpe^^ (often aga inst my own will, and to the 
detrlment^oT my own comfort) tolfyfc^inotheiJdyeSt anif^ emTefaybrg f-lBy 
generous sympathies^ by delicate intu iti ons, W takinjg note of things too 
sligFtTof record , and bringing my h uman spint mto„ ma^^ 
ance mtly the companions” whom 1^o3 a ssigned , m^ — to learn the secret 
which w asliCTden evenTfohf CRemse^^ “ 

Of all possible observers, metKbugEt a woman like Zenobia and a man 
like Hollingsworth should have selected me. And now when the event has 
long been past, I retain the same opinion of my fitness for the office. True. 
I^ migh t hav e condemned them^Had I bee n iudge^as jyelLas w itness, my 
senten ceTm ght have been stern as that of d estinyjtselL But, still, no trait 
of originaTliobTITly^orHiaLracfer against temptation, — no iro^ 

necessity of will, on the one hand, nor extenuating circumstance to be de- 
rived from passion and despair, on the other, — no remorse that might co 
exist with error, even if powerless to prevent it, — ^no proud repentance 
that should claim retribution as a meed, — would go unappreciated. True 
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again; I might give my full assent to the punishment which was sure to 
s follow. But i t would be give n mournfully; with 
I And, after ^l_was finished, I would come, as if to gather up the wlAe 
I ashes of tho^_who_had^ at the stake, and to tell the world— Oie 

I wrong bei ng now atoned for— how much had perished there which it h^ 

I sat in my rocking-chair, too far withdrawn from the window to expose 
myself to another rebuke like that already inflicted. My eyes still wan- 
dered towards the opposite house, but without effecting any new discov- 
eries. Late in the afternoon, the weather-cock on the church-spire indi- 
cated a change of wind ; the sun shone dimly out as if the golden wine of 
its beams were mingled half-and-half with water. Nevertheless, they 
kindled up the whole range of edifices, threw a glow over the windows, 
glistened on the wet roofs, and, slowly withdrawing upward, perched upon 
the chimney-tops; thence they took a higher flight, and lingered an in- 
stant on the tip of the spire, making it the final point of more cheerful 
light in the whole sombre scene. The next moment, it was all gone. The 
twilight fell into the area like a shower of dusky snow, and before it was 
quite dark, the gong of the hotel summoned me to tea. 

When I returned to my chamber, the glow of an astral-lamp was pene- 
trating mistily through the white curtain of Zenobia^s drawing-room. The 
shadow of a passing figure was now and then cast upon this medium, but 
with too vague an outline for even my adventurous conjectures to read 
the hieroglyphic that it presented. 

All at once, it occurred to me how very absurd was my behavior in thus 
tormenting myself with crazy hypotheses as to what was going on within 
that drawing-room, when it was at my option to be personally present 
there. My relations with Zenobia, as yet unchanged, — as a familiar friend, 
and associated in the same life-long enterprise . — gave me the right, and 
made it no more than kindly courtesy dem.anded, to call on her. Nothing, 
except our habitual independence of conventional rules at Blithedale, 
could have kept me from sooner recognizing this duty. At all events, it 
should now be performed. 

In compliance with this sudden impulse, I soon found myself actually 
within the house, the rear of which, for two days past, I had been so sedu- 
lously watching. A servant took my card, and immediately returning, ush- 
ered me up stairs. On the way, I heard a rich, and, as it were, triumphant 
burst of music from a piano, in which I felt Zenobia’s character, although 
heretofore I had known nothing of her skill upon the instrument. Two or 
three canary-birds, excited by this gush of sound, sang piercingly, and did 
their utmost to produce a kindred melody. A bright illumination streamed 
through the door of the front drawing-room; and I had barely stept 
across the threshold before Zenobia came forward to meet me, laughing, 
and with an extended hand. 

“Ah, Mr. Coverdale,^^ said she, still smiling, but, as I thought, with a 
good deal of scornful anger underneath, “it has gratified me to see the in- 
terest which you continue to take in my affairs! I have long recognized 
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you as a sort of transcendental Yankee, with all the native prope nsity 
yQurLC9iiiitiyin£ttJtj3L^ ccm^witEmlfieir range^bm 

rgodered ajmo^j)oeticalj in^pur case, "^ich you 

adopt for its grati fication . After all, it was an unjustifiable stroke, on my 
part, — was it not? — to let down the window-curtain ! ” 

cannot call it a very wise one,” returned I, with a secret bitterness, 
which, no doubt, Zenobia appreciated. ^^It is really impossible to hide 
anything, in this world, to say nothing of the next. All that we ought to 
ask, therefore, is, that the witnesses of pur conduct, and the speculators 
m our motives, should be capable of taking the highest view which the 
qrcumstances of the case may admit. So much being secured, I, for one, 
would be most happy in feeling rnyselT followed ev erywhere b y airlnd?* 

“We must trust for intelligent sympathy to our guardian angels, if any 
there be,” said Zenobia. “As long is the only spectator of my poor tragedy 
is a young man at the window of liis hotel, I must still claim the liberty to 
drop the curtain.” 

While this passed, as Zenobia’h hand was extended, I had applied the 
very slightest touch of my fingers to her own. In spite of an external free- 
dom, her manner made me sensible that we stood upon no real terms of 
confidence. The thought came sadly across me, how great was the con- 
trast betwixt this interview and our first meeting. Then, in the warm light 
of the country fireside, Zenobia had greeted me cheerily and hopefully, 
with a full sisterly grasp of the hand, conveying as much kindness in it as 
other women could have evinced by the pressure of both arms around my 
neck, or by yielding a cheek to the brotherly salute. The difference was as 
complete as between her appearance at that time — so simply attired, and 
with only the one superb flower in her hair — and now, when her beauty 
was set off by all that dress and ornament could do for it. And they did 
much. Not, indeed, that they created or added anything to what Nature 
had lavishly done for Zenobia. But, those costly robes which she had on, 
those flaming jewels on her neck, served as lamps to display the personal 
advantages which required nothing less than such an illumination to be 
fully seen. Even her characteristic flower, though it seemed to be still 
there, had undergone a cold and bright transfiguration; it was a flower ex- 
quisitely imitated in jeweller’s work, and imparting the last touch that 
transformed Zenobia into a work of art. 

“I scarcely feel,” I collTd not forbear saying, “as if we had ever met be- 
fore. How many years ago it seems since we last sat beneath Eliot’s pul- 
pit, with Hollingsworth extended on the fallen leaves, and Priscilla at his 
feet! Can it be, Zenobia. J:hat yo u jgver rea lly n umbered yourself our 
lit%band of earne st. thoughtfuL philanth^ic laborers?” , 

^hose ideas have their time and place,^she answered, coldly. “But 
fanty it must be a very cir cumscribed mind that can find room for no 
other.” 

Her manner bewildered me. Literally, moreover, I was dazzled by the 
brilliancy of the room. A chandelier hiine; down in the centre, glowing 
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with I know not how many lights; there were separate lamps, also, on 
two or three tables, and on marble brackets, adding their white radiance 
to that of the chandelier. The furniture was exceedingly rich. Fresh from 
our old farm-house, with its homely board and benches in the dining- 
room, and a few wicker chairs in the best parlor, it struck me that here 
was the fulfilment of every fantasy of an imagination revelling in various 
methods of costly self-indulgence and splendid ease. Pictures, marbles, 
vases, — in brief, more shapes of luxury than there could be any object in 
enumerating, except for an auctioneer’s advertisement, — and the whole 
repeated and doubled by the reflection of a great mirror, which showed 
me Zenobia’s proud figure, likewise, and my own. It cost me, I acknowl- 
edge, a bitter sense of shame, to perceive in myself a positive effort to bear 
up against the effect which Zenobia sought to impose on me. I reasoned 
against her, in my secret mind, and strove so to keep my footing. In the 
gorgeousness with which she had surrounded herself, — in the redundance 
of personal ornament, which the largeness of her physical nature and the 
rich type of her beauty caused to seem so suitable, — I malevolently be- 
held the true character of the woman, passionate, luxurious, lacking sim- 
plicity, not deeply refined, incapable of pure and perfect taste. 

But, the next instant, she was too powerful for all my opposing 
struggles. I saw how fit it was that she should make herself as gorgeous as 
she pleased, and should do a thousand things that would have been ridic- 
ulous in the poor, thin, weakly characters of other women. To this day, 
however, I hardly know whether I th en bejjeld Zenobia in her truest atti- 
tude, or w^het her that weii^the truer onFin whlcITs KeTiaJ presente d her- 
self^t BlitheSa leTIn both, there was something li ke the illusio n whl (S^ 
^^^ctress flings aroundh^ T 

'^Have you given upTBlitESiale forever?” I inquired. 

'‘Why should you think so?” asked she. 

“I cannot tell,” answered I; “except that it appears all like a dream 
that we were ever there together.” 

“It is not so to me,” said Zenobia. “I should think it a poor and meagre 
nature that is capable of but one set of forms, and must convert all the 
past into a dream merely because the present happens to be unlike it. 
Why should we be content with our homely life of a few months past, to 
the exclusion of all other modes? It was good; but there are other lives as 
good, or better. Not, you will understand, that I condemn those who give 
themselves up to it more entirely than I, for myself, should deem it wise 
to do.” 

It irritated me, this self-complacent, condescending, qualified approval 
and criticism of a system to which many individuals — perhaps as highly 
endowed as our gorgeous Zenobia — ^had contributed their all of earthly 
endeavor, and their loftiest aspirations^;! determined to make proof if 
there were any spell that would exorcise her out of the part which she 
seemed to be acting. She should be compelled to give me a glinip se of 
something tnie; s ome nature, some passion, no m attefwE etherT i^it or 
wong-Provi3e( ‘ 
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*'Your allusion to that class of circumscribed characters, who can live\ 
only in one mode of life/^ remarked I, coolly, “reminds me of our poor | 
friend Hollingsworth. Possibly he was in your thoughts when you spoke 
thus. Poor fellow I It is a pity that, by the fault of a narrow education, he 
should have so completely immolated himself to that one idea of his, espe- 
cially as the slightest modicum of common-sense would teach him its ut- 
ter impracticability. Now that I have returned into the world, and can 
look at his project from a distance, it requires quite all my real regard for 
this respectable and well-intentioned man, to prevent me laughing at him, 
— as I find society at large does.^’ 

Zenobia’s eyes darted lightning, her cheeks flushed, the vividness of her 
expression was like the effect of a powerful light flaming up suddenly 
within her. My experiment had fully succeeded. She had shown me the 
true flesh and blood of her heart, by thus involuntarily resenting my 
slight, pitying, half-kind, half-scoi nful mention of the man who was all in 
all with her. She herself probably felt this; for it was hardly a moment 
before she tranquillized her uneven breath, and seemed as proud and self- 
possessed as ever. 

“I rather imagine,” said she, quietly, “that your appreciation falls 
short of Mr. Hollingsworth’s just < laims. Blind enthusiasm, absorption in 
one idea, I grant, is generally ridiculous, and must be fatal to the respect- 
ability of an ordinary man; it requires a very high and powerful charac- 
ter to make it otherwise. But a great man — as, perhaps, you do not know 
— attains his normal condition only through the inspiration of one great 
idea. As a friend of Mr. Hollingsworth, and, at the same time, a calm ob- 
server, I must tell you that he seems to me such a man. But you are very 
pardonable for fancying him ridiculous. Doubtless, he is so — to you! 
There can be no truer test of the noble and heroic, in siny individual, than 
the degree in which he possesses the faculty of distinguishing heroism! 
from absurdity.” 

I dared make no retort to Zenobia’s concluding apothegm. In truth, I 
admired her fidelity. It gave me a new sense of Hollingsworth’s native 
power, to discover that his influence was no less potent with this beautiful 
woman, here, in the midst of artificial life, than it had been at the foot of 
the gray rock, and among the wild birch-trees of the wood-path, when she 
so passionately pressed his hand against her heart. The great, rude, 
shaggy, swarthy man ! And Zenobia loved him ! 

“Did you bring Priscilla with you?” I resumed. “Do you know I have 
sometimes fancied it not quite safe, considering the susceptibility of her 
temperament, that she should be so constantly within the sphere of a man 
like Hollingsworth. Such tender and delicate natures, among your sex, 
have often, I believe, a very adequate appreciation of the heroic element 
in men. But then, again, I should suppose them as likely as any other 
women to make a reciprocal impression. Holli ngsworth coul d har^y give 
his affections to a person cap ^bTe Qf taking a ^n3i^n !3en buJL 

o^ly to one who m he m ight ab^rb into himself. He has certaMy ^own 
*weat tenderness tor Triscuia.” 
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Zenobia had turned aside. But I caught the reflection of her face in the 
mirror, and saw that it was very pale, — as pale, in her rich attire, as if a 
shroud were round her. 

‘‘Priscilla is here,’’ said she, her voice a little lower than usual. “Have 
not you learnt as nxuch from your chamber-window? Would you like to 
see her?” 

She made a step or two into the back drawing-room, and called, 

“Priscilla! Dear Priscilla!” 


They Vanish 

Priscilla immediately answered the summons, and made her appearance 
through the door of the boudoir. 

I had conceived the idea, which I now recognized as a very foolish one, 
that Zenobia would have taken measures to debar me from an interview 
with this girl, between whom and herself there was so utter an opposition 
of their dearest interests, that, on one part or the other, a great grief, if 
not likewise a great wrong, seemed a matter of necessity. Bu^ as Priscilla 
wa&^nly a leaf floating on the dark cur rent o f events , without influendiig 
CSemHEy^r owii j^hojce or plan,— as she probably guessed not whither 
the stream was bearing her, nor perhaps even felt its inevitable move- 
ment, — there could be no peril of her communicating to me any intelli- 
gence with regard to Zenobia’s purposes. 

On perceiving me, she came forward with great quietude of manner; 
and when I held out my hand, her own moved slightly towards it, as if at- 
tracted by a feeble degree of magnetism. 

“I am glad to see you, my dear Priscilla,” said I, still holding her hand; 
“but everything that I meet with nowadays makes me wonder whether I 
— 1 awake. You, especially, have always seemed like a figure in a dream, 

d now more than ever.” 

“Oh, there is substance in these fingers of mine,” she answered, giving 
my hand the faintest possible pressure, and then taking away her own. 
“Why do you call me a dream? Zenobia is much more like one than I; 
she is so very, very beautiful! And, I suppose,” added Priscilla, as if 
thinking aloud, “everybody sees it, as I do.” 

But, for my part, it was Priscilla’s beauty, not Zenobia’s, of which I 
was thinking at that moment. She was a person who could be quite oblit- 
erated, so far as beauty went, by anything unsuitable in her attire ; her 
charm was not positive and material enough to bear up against a mistaken 
choice of color, for instance, or fashion. It was safest, in her case, to at- 
tempt no art of dress; for it demanded the most perfect taste, or else the 
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happiest accident in the world, to give her precisely the adornment which 
she needed. She was now dressed in pure white, set off with some kind of 
a gauzy fabric, which — as I bring up her figure in my memory, with a 
faint gleam on her shadowy hair, and her dark eyes bent shyly on mine, 
through all the vanished years — seems to be floating about her like a mist. 

I wondered what Zenobia meant by evolving so much loveliness out of 
this poor girl. It was what few women could afford to do; for, as I looked 
from one to the other, the sheen and splendor of Zenobia^s presence took 
nothing from Priscilla’s softer spell, if it might not rather be thought to 
add to it. 

''What do you think of her?” asked Zenobia. 

I could not understand the lo(»k of melancholy kindness with which 
Zenobia regarded her. She advanced a step, and beckoning Priscilla near 
her, kissed her cheek; then, with a slight gesture of repulse, she moved 
to the other side of the room. I followed. 

"She is a wonderful creature,” said. "Ever since she came among us, 

I have been dimly sensible of juf-t this charm which you have brought 
out. But it was never absolutely visible till now. She is as lovely as a 
flower!” 

"Well, say so if you like,” answered Zenobia. "You are a poet, — at 
least, as poets go nowadays, — and must be allowed to make an opera- 
glass of your imagination, when you look at women. I wo nder, i n such « 
Arcadian freedom of falling in love as we have lately, enioyed, it_jiey:et ! 
occurred, to you to fall in love with Priscilla, .Jn society, indeed, a gen- 
uine American never dreams of stepping across the inappreciable air- : 
line which separates one class from another. But what was rank to the | 
colonists of Blithedale?” 

^^There were other reasons,’’ I replied, ^Vhy I should have demon- 
strated myseFf an ass,Tiad Tlallen in love with Priscilla. By the by, has 
Hollingsworth ever seen her in this, dress?” 

"Why do you bring up his name at every turn?” asked Zenobia, in an 
undertone, and with a malign look which wandered from my face to 
Priscilla’s. "You know not what you do! It is danger ous, sir, be lieve mg, 
tojtair^r thus with earnest human passions, Qut of your own mere idk: 
ness^and for your s^^t. I will endure it no longer! Take care that it 
does not happen again ! I warn you ! ” 

"You partly wrong me, if not wholly,” I responded. "It is an uncer- 
JailLSense of some duty to perform^ that brings my thoughts^ and there- ! 
fore my words, confmuh.TIy to that one point.” 

"Oh, this stale excuse of duty!” said Zenobia, in a whisper so full of 
scorn that it penetrated me like the hiss of a serpent. "I have often 
heard it before, from those who sought to interfere with me, and I know 
precisely what it signifies. Bigotry; sel f-conceit: anJnjgplenJ;,.^^ 
meddlesome temper; a co ld-blQoded_ criUcisni, f cmnded o n a shall ow in- 
terpreta tion of half-perceptions; a monstrous scepticism in regard^ 
^nyLgonscience or^y “Vrad^om^except one^ownj^mosri rreverent p ro- 
pensity to th rust JPfdvidence asideT^nd substitute ori^ ^jf in i ts awfuT 
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place, — out of thes e, and other moti ves as miserable as these, comes 
gwTdea^jiuty! But, beware, sir! With all your fancied Muteness, 
^u step blindfold into these affairs. For any mischief that may follow 
your interference, I hold you responsible! ’’ 

It was evident that, with but a little further provocation, the lioness 
would turn to bay; if, indeed, such were not her attitude already. I 
bowed, and not very well knowing what else to do, was about to with- 
draw. But, glancing again towards Priscilla, who had retreated into a 
corner, there fell upon my heart an intolerable burden of despondency, 
the purport of which I could not tell, but only felt it to bear reference 
to her. I approached and held out my hand; a gesture, however, to 
which she made no response. It was always one of her peculiarities that 
she seemed to shrink from even the most friendly touch, unless it were 
Zenobia’s or Hollingsworth^s. Zenobia, all this while, stood watching us, 
but with a careless expression, as if it mattered very little what might 
pass. 

“Priscilla,’’ I inquired, lowering my voice, “when do you go back to 
Blithedale?” 

“Whenever they please to take me,” said she. 

“Did you come away of your own free will?” I asked. 

“I am blown about like a leaf,” she replied. “I never have any free 
will.” 

- ‘-^Does Hollingsworth know that you are here? said I. 

“He bade me come,” answered Ptiscilla. 

She looked at me, I thought, with an air of surprise as if the idea were 
incomprehensible that she should have taken this step without his 
agency. 

“What a gripe this man has laid upon her whole being!” muttered I, 
between my teeth. “Well, as Zenobia so kindly intimates, I have no 
more business here. I wash my hands of it all. On Hollingsworth’s head 
be the consequences! Priscilla,” I added aloud, “I know not that ever 
we may meet again. Farewell ! ” 

As I spoke the word, a carriage had rumbled along the street, and 
stopt before the house. The door-bell rang, and steps were immediately 
afterwards heard on the staircase. Zenobia had thrown a shawl over her 
dress. 

“Mr. Coverdale,” said she, with cool courtesy, “you will perhaps ex- 
cuse us. We have an engagement, and are going out.” 

“Whither?” I demanded. 

“Is not that a little more than you are entitled to inquire?” said she, 
with a smile. “At all events, it does not suit me to tell you.” 

The door of the drawing-room opened, and Westervelt appeared. I ob- 
served that he was elaborately dressed, as if for some grand entertain- 
ment. My dislike for this man was infinite. At that moment it amounted 
to nothing less than a creeping of the flesh, as when, feeling about in a 
dark place, one touches something cold and slimy, and questions what 
the secret hatefulness may be. And still I could not but acknowledge 
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that, for personal beauty, for polish of manner, for all that externally 
befits a gentleman, there was hardly another like him. After bowing to 
Zenobia, and graciously saluting Priscilla in her comer, he recognized me 
by a slight but courteous inclination. 

^'Come, Priscilla,’’ said Zenobia; “it is time. Mr. Coverdale, good 
evening.” 

As Priscilla moved slowly forward, I met her in the middle of the 
drawing-room. 

“Priscilla,” said I, in the hearing of them all, “do you know whither 
you are going?” 

“I do not know,” she answered. 

“Is it wise to go, and is it youi choice to go?” I asked. “If not, I am 
your friend, and Hollingsworth’s ft icnd. Tell me so, at once.” 

“Possibly,” observed Westervelt, smiling, “Priscilla sees in me an old- 
er friend than either Mr. Coverd ile or Mr. Hollingsworth. I shall will- 
ingly leave the matter at her option.” 

While thus speaking, he made i gesture of kindly invitation, and Pris- 
cilla passed me, with the gliding movement of a sprite, and took his of- 
fered arm. He offered the other to Zenobia; but she turned her proud and 
beautiful face upon him, with x look which — judging from what 1 
caught of it in profile — would undoubtedly have smitten the man dead, 
had he possessed any heart, or had this glance attained to it. It seemed 
to rebound, however, from his courteous visage, like an arrow from pol- 
ished steel. They all three descended the stairs; and when I likewise 
reached the street-door, the carriage was already rolling away. 


XXI 

An Old Acquaintance 

Xhus excluded from everybody’s confidence, and attaining no further , 
my most earnest studyTthan t o an uncertain sense of something hid^n 
from me, it would appearnF^onaSle that T should have Hung off alT 
these alien perpioxities. Obviously, my best course was to betake myself 
to new scene^ piefe Twas only an intruder. Elsewhere be 
ci rcumstancekj]^ w hich I CQuiHjg5t.abIish,£^ 

who would respc)n3,^with a,pDJltiimv.of.iJbieir-.syn I 

s^oul dlS^sfow of mTnL 

N e vTr thelessptF^e^ccur red to me one other thing to be done. Re^ 
membering old Moodie, and his relationship with Priscilla, I determined 
to seek an interview, for the purpose of ascertaining whether the knot of 
affairs was as inextricable on that side as I found it on all others. Being 
tolerably well acquainted with the old man’s haunts, I went, the next 
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day, to the saloon of a certain establishment about which he often 
lurked. It was a reputable place enough, affording good entertainment 
in the way of meat, drink, and fumigation ; and there, in mv voung and 
idle days and nights, when I was neither nic e nor wise, I had often 
amused myself withwatch ing the staid humprs. a nd sober jollities of the 
thirsty souls around me . 

At my first entrance, old Moodie was not there. The more patiently 
to await him, I lighted a cigar, and establishing myself in a corner, took 
a quiet, and, by sympathy, a boozy kind of pleasure in the customary 
life that was going forward. The saloon was fitted up with a good deal 
of taste. There were pictures on the walls, and among them an oil-paint- 
ing of a beefsteak, with such an admirable show of juicy tenderness, 
that the beholder sighed to think it merely visionary, and incapable of 
ever being put upon a gridiron. Another work of high art was the life- 
like representation of a noble sirloin; another, the hindquarters of a 
deer, retaining the hoofs and tawny fur; another, the head and shoulders 
of a salmon; and, still more exquisitely finished, a brace of canvas-back 
ducks, in which the mottled feathers were depicted with the accuracy of 
a daguerreotype. Some very hungry painter, I suppose, had wrought 
these subjects of still-life, heightening his imagination with his appetite, 
and earning, it is to be hoped, the privilege of a daily dinner off whichever 
of his pictorial viands he liked best. Then, there was a fine old cheese, in 
which you could almost discern the mites; and some sardines, on a 
small plate, very richly done, and looking as if oozy with the oil in which 
they had been smothered. All these things were so perfectly imitated, 
that you seemed to have the genuine article before you, and yet with an 
indescribable ideal charm; it took away the grossness from what was 
fleshiest and fattest, and thus helped the life of man, even in its earth- 
liest relations, to appear rich and noble, as well as warm, cheerful, and 
substantial. There were pictures, too, of gallant revellers, — those of the 
old time, — Flemish, apparently, — ^with doublets and slashed sleeves, — 
drinking their wine out of fantastic long-stemmed glasses; quaffing joy- 
ously, quaffing forever, with inaudible laughter and song, while the 
Champagne bubbled immortally against their mustaches or the purple 
tide of Burgundy ran inexhaustibly down their throats. 

But, in an obscure comer of the saloon, there was a little picture — ex- 
cellently done, moreover — of a ragged, bloated New England toper, 
stretched out on a bench, in the heavy, apoplectic sleep of drunkenness. 
The death-in-life was too well portrayed. You smelt the fumy liquor 
that had brought on this syncope. Your only comfort lay in the forced 
reflection, that, real as he looked, the poor caitiff was but imaginary, — 
a bit of painted canvas, whom no delirium tremens, nor so much as a re- 
tributive headache, awaited, on the morrow. 

By this time, it being past eleven o^clock, the two barkeepers of the 
saloon were in pretty constant activity. One of these young men had a 
rare faculty in the concoction of gin-cocktails. It was a spectacle to be- 
hold, how, with a tumbler in each hand, he tossed the contents from one 
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to the other. Never conveying it awry, nor spilling the least drop, he 
compelled the frothy liquor, as it seemed to me, to spout forth from one 
glass and descend into the other, in a great parabolic curve, as well de- 
fined and calculable as a planet’s orbit. He had a good forehead, with a 
particularly large development just above the eyebrows; fine intellec- 
tual gifts, no doubt, which he had educated to this profitable end; being 
famous for nothing but gin-cocktails, and commanding a fair salary by 
his one accomplishment. These cocktails, and other artificial combina- 
tions of liquor (of which there were at least a score, though mostly, I 
suspect, fantastic in their differences), were much in favor with the 
younger class of customers, who, at furthest, had only reached the sec- 
ond stage of potatory life. The staunch old soakers, on the other hand, 
— men who, if put on tap, would have yielded a red alcoholic liquor b/ 
way of blood, — usually confined hemselves to plain brandy-and-water. 
gin, or West India rum; and, oftentimes, they prefaced their dram with 
some medicinal remark as to the wholesomeness and stomachic qualities 
of that particular drink. Two or three appeared to have bottles of their 
own behind the counter; and, wir.king one red eye to the barkeeper, he 
forthwith produced these choicest and peculiar cordials, which it was a 
matter of great interest and favor among their acquaintances, to obtain 
a sip of. 

Agreeably to the Yankee habit, under whatever circumstances, the 
deportment of all these good fellows, old or young, was decorous and 
thoroughly correct. They grew only the more sober in their cups; there 
was no confused babble nor boisterous laughter. They sucked in the joy- 
ous fire of the decanters and kept it smouldering in their inmost recesses, 
with a bliss known only to the heart which it warmed and comforted. 
Their eyes twinkled a little, to be sure; they hemmed vigorously after 
each glass, and laid a hand upon the pit of the stomach, as if the pleas- 
ant titillation there was what constituted the tangible part of their en- 
joyment. In that spot, unquestionably, and not in the brain, was the 
acme of the whole affair. But the true purpose of their drinking — and 
one that will induce men to drink, or do something equivalent, as long 
as this weary world shall endure — was the renewed youth and vigor, the 
brisk, cheerful sense of things present and to come, with which, for 
about a quarter of an hour, the dram permeated their systems. And 
when such quarters of an hour can be obtained in some mode less bane-^ 
ful to the great sum of a man’s life, — but, nevertheless, with a little 
spice of impropriety, to give it a wild flavor, — we temperance people 
may ring out our bells for victory! 

The prettiest object in the saloon was a tiny fountain, which threw up 
its feathery jet through the counter, and sparkled down again into an 
oval basin, or lakelet, containing several gold-fishes. There was a bed of 
bright sand at the bottom, strewn with coral and rock-work; and the 
fishes went gleaming about, now turning up the sheen of a golden side, 
and now vanishing into the shadows of the water, like the fanciful 
thoughts that coquet with a poet in his dream. Never before, I imagine. 
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did a company of water-drinkers remain so entirely uncontaminated by 
the bad example around them; nor could I help wondering that it had 
not occurred to any freakish inebriate to empty a glass of liquor into 
their lakelet. What a delightful idea! Who would not be a fish, if he 
could inhale jollity with the essential element of his existence! 

I had begun to despair of meeting old Moodie, when, all at once I 
recognized his hand and arm protruding from behind a screen that was 
set up for the accommodation of bashful topers. As a matter of course, 
he had one of Priscilla’s little purses, and was quietly insinuating it 
under the notice of a person who stood near. This was always old 
Moodie’s way. You hardly ever saw him advancing towards you, but 
became aware of his proximity without being able to guess how he had 
come thither. He glided about like a spirit, assuming visibility close to 
your elbow, offefhig^his petty trifles “of “‘rrrerchandise, remaining long 
enough for you to purchase, if so disposed, and then taking himself off, 
between two breaths, while you happened to be thinking of something 
else. 

By a sort of sympathetic impulse that often controlled me in those 
more impressible days of my life, I was induced to approach this old 
man in a mode as undemonstrative as his own. Thus, when, according to 
his custom, he was probably just about to vanish, he found me at his 

elbow. 

^‘Ah!’’ said he, with more emphasis than was usual with him. Tt is 
Mr. Coverdale!” 

*‘Yes, Mr, Moodie, your old acquaintance,” answered I. “It is some 
time now since we ate luncheon together at Blithedale, and a good deal 
longer since our little talk together at the street-corner.” 

“That was a good while ago,” said the old man. 

And he seemed inclined to say not a word more. His existence looked 
so colorless and torpid, — so very faintly shadowed on the canvas of re- 
ality, — that I was half afraid lest he should altogether disappear, even 
while my eyes were fixed full upon his figure. He was certainly the 
wretchedest old ghost in the world, with his crazy hat, the dingy hand- 
kerchief about his throat, his suit of threadbare gray, and especially that 
patch over his right eye, behind which he always seemed to be hiding 
himself. There was one method, however, of bringing him out into some- 
what stronger relief. A glass of brandy would effect it. Perhaps the 
gentler influence of a bottle of claret might do the same. Nor could I 
think it a matter for the recording angel to write down against me, if — 
with my painful consciousness of the frost in this old man’s blood, and 
the positive ice that had congealed about his heart — I should thaw him 
out, were it only for an hour, with the summer warmth of a little wine. 
What else could possibly be done for him? How else could he be imbued 
with energy enough to hope for a happier state hereafter? How else be 
inspired to say his prayers? For there are states of our spiritual system 
when the throb of the soul’s life is too faint and weak to render us capa- 
ble of religious aspiration. 
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“Mr. Moodie,” said I, “shall we lunch together? And would you like 
to drink a glass of wine?^’ 

His one eye gleamed. He bowed; and it impressed me that he grew to 
be more of a man at once, either in anticipation of the wine, or as a 
grateful response to my good fellowship in offering it. 

“'With pleasure/^ he replied. 

The barkeeper, at my request, showed us into a private room, and 
soon afterwards set some fried oysters and a bottle of claret on the 
table; and I saw the old man glance curiously at the label of the bottle, 
as if to learn the brand. 

“It should be good wine,’’ I remarked, “if it have any right to its label.” 

“You cannot suppose, sir,” said Moodie, with a sigh, “that a poor old 
fellow like me knows any difference in wines.” 

And yet, in his way of handling, the glass, in his preliminary snuff at 
the aroma, in his first cautious sip of the wine, and the gustatory skill 
with which he gave his palate the full advantage of it, it was impossible 
not to recognize the connoisseur. 

“I fancy, Mr. Moodie,” said I, ‘ you are a much better judge of wines 
than I have yet learned to be. Tell me fairly, — did you never drink it 
where the grape grows?” 

“How should that have been, Mr. Coverdale?” answered old Moodie, 
shyly; but then he took courage, as it were, and uttered a feeble little 
laugh. “The flavor of this wine,” added he, “and its perfume still more . 
than its taste, makes me remember that I was once a young man.” 

“I wish, Mr. Moodie,” suggested I, — not that I greatly cared about 
it, however, but was only anxious to draw him into some t^k about Pris- 
cilla and Zenobia, — “I wish, while we sit over our wine, you would favoi 
me with a few of those youthful reminiscences.” 

“Ah,” said he, shaking his head, “they might interest you more than 
you suppose. But I had better be silent, Mr. Coverdale. If this good 
wine, — though claret, I suppose, is not apt to play such a trick, — but if 
it should make my tongue run too freely, I could never look you in the 
face again.” 

“You never did look me in the face, Mr, Moodie,” I replied, “until 
this very moment.” 

“Ah! ” sighed old Moodie. 

It was wonderful, however, what an effect the mild grape-juice 
wrought upon him. It was not in the wine, but in the associations which 
it seemed to bring up. Instead of the mean, slouching, furtive, painfully 
depressed air of an old city vagabond, more like a gray kennel-rat than 
any other living thing, he began to take the aspect of a decayed gentle- 
man. Even his garments — especially after I had myself quaffed a glass 
or two — looked less shabby than when we first sat down. There was, by 
and by, a certain exuberance and elaborateness of gesture and manner, 
oddly in contrast with all that I had hitherto seen of him. Anon, with 
hardly any impulse from me, old Moodie began to talk. His communi- 
cations referred exclusively to a long-past and more fortunate period of 
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his life, with only a few unavoidable allusions to the circumstances that 
had reduced him to his present state. But, having once got the clew, my 
subsequent researches acquainted me with the main facts of the follow- 
ing narrative; although, in writing it out, my pen has perhaps allowed 
itself a trifle of romantic and legendary license, worthier of a small poet 
than of a grave biographer. 


XXII 

Fauntleroy 

Five-and-twenty years ago, at the epoch of this story, there dwelt in 
one of the Middle States a man whom we shall call Fauntleroy; a man 
of wealth, and magnificent tastes, and prodigal expenditure. His home 
might almost be styled a palace; his habits, in the ordinary sense, 
princely. His whole being seemed to have crystallized itself into an 
external splendor, wherewith he glittered in the eyes of the world, and 
hadTnib other life than upon this gaudy surface. He had married a lovely 
woman, whose nature was deeper than his own. But his affection for her, 
though it showed largely, was superficial, like all his other manifesta- 
tions and developments; he did not so truly keep this noble creature in 
his heart, as wear her beauty for the most brilliant ornament of his 
outward state. And there was born to him a child, a beautiful daughter, 
whom he took from the beneficent hand of God with no just sense of 
her immortal value, but as a man already rich in gems would receive 
another jewel. If he loved her, it was because she shone. 

After Fauntleroy had thus spent a few empty years, coruscating con- 
tinually an unnatural light, the source of it — ^which was merely his gold 
— ^began to grow more shallow, and finally became exhausted. He saw 
himself in imminent peril of losing all that had heretofore distinguished 
him; and, conscious of no innate worth to fall back upon, he recoiled 
from this calamity with the instinct of a soul shrinking from annihila- 
tion. To avoid it — wretched man! — or, rather to defer it, if but for a 
month, a day, or only to procure himself the life of a few breaths more 
amid the false glitter which was now less his own than ever, — ^he made 
himself guilty of a crjme. It was just the sort of crime, growing out of its 
ai5ifit1aT' state which society (unless it should change its entire consti- 
tution for this man’s unworthy sake) neither could nor ought to par- 
don. More safely might it pardon murder^ Fauntleroy’s guilt was dis- 
covered. He fled; his wife perished, by the necessity of her innate noble- 
ness, in its alliance with a being so ignoble; and betwixt her mother’s 
death and her father’s ignominy, his daughter was left worse than 
orphaned. 
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There was no pursuit after Fauntleroy. His family connections, who 
had great wealth, made such arrangements with those whom he had at- 
tempted to wrong as secured him from the retribution that would have 
overtaken an unfriended criminal. The wreck of his estate was divided 
among his creditors. His name, in a very bridf space, was forgotten by 
the multitude who had passed it so diligently from mouth to mouth. 
Seldom, indeed, was it recalled, even by his closest former intimates. 
Nor could it have been otherwise. The man had laid no real touch on 
any mortal’s heart. Being a mere image, an optical delusion, created by 
the sunshine of prosperity, it was his law to vanish into the shadow of 
the first intervening cloud. He seemed to leave no vacancy; a phenome-^ 
non which, like many others that attended his brief career, went far to 
prove the illusiveness of his existent e. 

Not, however, that the physical substance of Fauntleroy had literally 
melted into vapor. He had fled no thward to the New England metrop- 
olis, and had taken up his abodr, under another name, in a squalid 
street or court of the older portion of the city. There he dw^elt among 
poverty-stricken wretches, sinners and forlorn good people, Irish, and 
whomsoever else were neediest. INiany families were clustered in each 
house together, above stairs and bdow, in the little peaked garrets, and 
even in the dusky cellars. The house where Fauntleroy paid weekly rent 
for a chamber and a closet had been a stately habitation in its day. An 
old colonial governor had built it, and lived there, long ago, and held his 
levees in a great room where now slept twenty Irish bedfellows; and 
died in Fauntleroy’s chamber, which his embroidered and white-wigged 
ghost still haunted. Tattered hangings, a marble hearth, traversed with 
many cracks and fissures, a richly carved oaken mantel-piece, partly 
hacked away for kindling-stuff, a stuccoed ceiling, defaced with great, 
unsightly patches of the naked laths, — such was the chamber's aspect, 
as if, with its splinters and rags of dirty splendor, it were a kind of 
practical gibe at this poor, ruined man of show. 

At first, and at irregular intervals, his relatives allowed Fauntleroy a 
little pittance to sustain life; not from any love, perhaps, but lest pov- 
erty should compel him, by new offences, to add more shame to that 
with which he had already stained them. But he showed no tendency to 
further guilt. His character appeared to have been radically changed 
(as, indeed, from its shallowness, it well might) by his miserable fate; 
or, it may be, the traits now seen in him were portions of the same char- 
acter, presenting itself in another phase. Instead of any longer seeking 
to live in the sight of the world, his impulse was to shrink into the near- 
est obscurity, and to be unseen of men, were it possible, even while 
standing before their eyes. He had no pride; it was all trodden in the 
dust. No ostentation; for how could it survive, when there was nothing 
left of Fauntleroy, save penury and shame! His very gait demonstrated 
that he would gladly have faded out of view, and have crept about in- 
visibly, for the sake of sheltering himself from the irksomeness of a 
human glance. Hardly, it was averred, within the memory of those who 
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knew him now, had he the hardihood to show his full front to the 
world. He skulked in comers, and crept about in a sort of noonday twi- 
light, making himself gray and misty, at all hours, with his morbid in- 
tolerance of sunshine. 

In his torpid despair, however, he had done an act which that condi- 
tion of the spirit seems to prompt almost as often as prosperity a^'id 
hope. Fauntleroy was again married. He had taken to wife a forlorn, 
meek-spirited, feeble young woman, a seamstress, whom he found 
dwelling with her mother in a contiguous chamber of the old guberna- 
torial residence. This poor phantom — ^as the beautiful and noble com- 
panion of his former life had done — ^brought him a daughter. And 
sometimes, as fro m one dream into ajnothe^ii^untlerqyjqoked forth 
out of his pre^nr"grimy~~e ]^ into t ha^ast magnificence, an^ 

wondered whether the grandee oTyesterday oTt he p au ^ roTTo^day were 
re^. But, in my mind, the one and the other were alike impalpable .Tn 
truth, it wa 5;_Paiint1erny\cf fatality to behold whate ve r he touch ed dis - 
solv e. After a few years, his secoim wife (dim shadow that she had al- 
ways been) faded finally out of the world, and left Fauntleroy to deal as 
he might with their pale and nervous child. And, by this time, among 
his distant relatives, — ^with whom he had grown a weary thought, linked 
with contagious infamy, and which they were only too willing to get rid 
of, — ^he was himself supposed to be no more. 

The younge r child, like his elder one, might be cons idere d as the true 
offspring of TioAS" parents ^ anTas th e reflec HonTol "tKffi^Hate. w^^ 
tremurous little creature, shrinking involuntarily from all mankind, but 
in timidity, and no sour repugnance. There was a lack of human sub- 
stance in her; it seemed as if, were she to stand up in a sunbeam, it 
would pass right through her figure, and trace out the cracked and 
dusty window-panes upon the naked floor. But, nevertheless, the poor 
child had a heart; and from her mother’s gentle character she had in- 
herited a profound and still capacity of affection. And so her life was 
one of love . She be stowed it partly on her father, but in greater part on 

For Fauntleroy, as they sat by their cheerless fireside, — which was 
no fireside, in truth, but only a rusty stove, — had often talked to the 
little girl about his former wealth, the noble loveliness of his first wife, 
and the beautiful child whom she had given him. Instead of the fairy 
tales which other parents tell, he told Priscilla this. And, out of the 
loneliness of her sad little existence, Priscilla’s love greWj and jtcuded 
upward, and twined itself perseveringly arouiid this unseen sister; as a 
grape-vine might strive to clamber out of a gloomy Tiollow among the 
rocks, and embrace a young tree standing in the sunny warmth above. 
Jt was alrnost like ww^ip, both in its earnestness a nd its_,humili ty; nor 
wasTt'^the less humble, — ^though the more earnest, — because Priscilla 
could human kindred with the being whom she so devoutly loved. 
As witHworsHip^Tob,^!^^ her soul the refreshment of a purer atmos- 
phere, ^^e for this singular, this melancholy, and yet beautiful affec- 
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tion, the child could hardly have lived; or, had she lived, with a heart 
shrunken for lack of any sentiment to fill it, she must have yielded to 
the barren miseries of her position, and have grown to womanhood char- 
acterless and worthless. But now, ^11 fhp snmhre coarseness of he r 
father's outward life^ and of her own^ Pri«|;ci lla had a higher and imag - 
inati ve life with in^o me faint g lea m thereof w as often visible upon^^r 
face . It was"asTr,~TrriTer spiritual visits to hernbrilliant sister, a portion 
of the latter's brightness had permeated our dim Priscilla, and still lin-^ 
gered, shedding a faint illumination through the cheerless chamber, after 
she came back. 

As the child grew up, so pallid and so slender, and with much unac-^ 
countable nervousness, and all the weaknesses of neglected infancy still 
haunting her, the gross and simple neighbors whispered strange things 
about Priscilla. The big, red, Ix sh matrons, whose innumerable pro- 
geny swarmed out of the adjacent doors, used to mock at the pale 
Western child. They fancied — or, at least, affirmed it, between jest and 
earnest — that she was not so solid flesh and blood as other children, bat 
mixed largely with a thinner element. They called her ghost-child, a nd 
said that she could indeed vanish when she pleased, but could ne^, in 
her densest moments, make herself quite visible. The sun, at midday, 
would shine through her; in the first gray of the twilight, she lost ^ 
the distinctness of her outline; and, if you followed the dim thing into 
a dark comer, behold! she was not there. And it was true that Priscilla 
had strange ways; strange ways, and stranger words, when she uttered 
any words at all. Never stirring out of the old governor's dusky house- 
she sometimes talked of distant places and splendid rooms, as if she had 
just left them. Hidden things w e re visib le t o he r (at least so the people 
inferred from obscure hints escaping unawares out of her mouth), and 
silence was audible. An d in all th e world them ^as nc j^hing so difficult 
t o be endured, bv those wKb'lTad ltnv~^^^ secret to conceal, as~tHe! 
Slance^ Priscilla's timid anTm eT jncEoIjTe^ 

Her p(^iiarities were the therne of continual gossip among the other 
inhabitants of the gubernatorial mansion. The rumor spread thence into 
a wider circle. Those who knew old Moodie, as he was now called, used 
often to jeer him, at the very street-corners, about his daughter s gift of 
second-sight and prophecy. It was a period when science (though most- 
ly through its empirical ^ofeSSors^T^S^Tnig^^rn^ a hoar^^ 

of^facts and impe rfect theories^ that Ea3 partially won credence in dd^f.^ 
times, but wTiich modern scepticism had swept away as fiibbish. These 
things were~mow tossed up again, out of the surging ocean of human 
thought and experience. The story of Priscilla's preternatural manifes- 
tations, therefore, attracted a kind of notice of which it would have been 
deemed wholly unworthy a few years earlier. One day a gentleman aS' 
cended the creaking staircase, and inquired which was old Moodie's 
chamber-door. And, several times,^ he He. was a. marve- 

lously handsome man, — ^still youthful, too^ and fashiouabJ|BdEessed5 
Except that Priscilla, in those days, had ho beauty, and, in tM languor 
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of her existence, had not yet blossomed into womanhood, there would 
have been rich food for scandal in these visits; for the girl was unques- 
tionably their sole object, although her father was supposed always to 
be present. But, it must likewise be added, there was something about 
Priscilla that calumny could not meddle with; and thus far was she 
privileged, either by the preponderance of what was spiritual, or the 
thin and watery blood that left her cheek so pallid. 

Yet, if the busy tongues of the neighborhood spared Priscilla in one 
way, they made themselves amends by renewed and wilder babble on 
another score. Xhey; averred that the strange gentleman was a wizard, 
and that he had taken advantage of Priscilla’s lack of earthl5r sub- 
stance to subject her to himself, as his familiar spirit, through whose 
medium he gained cognizance of whatever happened, in regions near or 
remote. The boundaries of his power were defined by the verge of the 
pit of Tartarus on the one hand, and the third sphere of the celestial 
world on the other. Again, they declared their suspicion that the wizard, 
with all his show of manly beauty, was really an aged and wizened fig- 
ure, or else that his semblance of a human body was only a necromantic, 
or perhaps a mechanical contrivance, in which a demon walked about. 
In proof of it, however, they could merely instance a gold band around 
his upper teeth, which had once been visible to several old women, when 
-■he-smiled at them from the top of the governor's staircase. Of course, 
this was all absurdity, or mostly so. But, after every possible deduction, 
there remained certain very mysterious points about the stranger’s char- 
acter, as well as the connection that he established with Priscilla. Its 
nature at that period was even less understood t han no w, wh en mir^ 
acles of t^ kind have .^pjown^so absolut ely stale , that I would gladly, if 
^he^tfu tK a^ weT, di sm i ss tfie^wh dcL matter from my^narratiye. 

We must now glance backward, in quest of the beautifuf daughter of 
Fauntleroy’s prosperity. What had become of her? Fauntleroy’s only 
brother, a bachelor, and with no other relative so near, had adopted the 
forsaken child. She grew up in affluence, with native graces clustering 
luxuriantly about her. In her triumphant progress towards womanhood, 
she was adorned with every variety of feminine accomplishment. But 
s^e lacked a mother’s care. With no adequate control, on any hand (for 

man, however stern, however wise, can never sway and guide a female 
‘'child), her character was left to shape jtself.jrhere was good in it, and 
evil. Passionate, self-willed^ and imperious, shj h ad a w arm and gen- 
erous natiirej^sh^wing th ^e richne ss of the soil. Tiow e ver, chleHy Tv t^ 
weeds tharflQ Ji rished ^il. and idioked u p the herbs~^~grac^ Tn lier 
girlhood her uncle died. As Fauntleroy was supposed to be likewise 
dead, and no other heir was known to exist, his wealth devolved on her, 
although, dying suddenly, the uncle left no will. After his death, there 
were obscure passages in Zenobia’s history. There were whispers of an 
attachment, and even a secret marriage, with a fascinating and accom- 
plished but unprincipled young man. The incidents and appearances. 
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however, which led to this surmise, soon passed away, and were for- 
gotten. 

Nor was her reputation seriously affected by the report. In fact, so 
great was her native power and influence, and such seemed the careless 
purity of her nature, that whatever Zenobia did was genially acknow- 
ledg ed as right for her to do. The world never criticised her so hars^ 
^ it does most women who transcend its r uleg^ It os t yielded its 

when it beheld her stepping out of the common path, and assert- 
ing the more extensive privileges of her sex, both theorefically and by 
her practke^The spherejof or dinafv"'vmmahh QQd wasielLlaBe^nar^w- 
er'th an her deyeiopi nent required, .. . " ^ 

A'^riion of Zenobia^s more rec ent life is told in the foregoing pages. 
Partly in earnest. — and, I imagine, as was her disposition, ligl£in^ 
pjoud jest, or in a kind of recklessness that had grown upon her, out_pf 
some hidden grief, — she had giveii her countenance, and promised lib-* 
eral pecuniary aid, to our experiment of a better social state^ And^ 
Priscilla followed her to Blithedah . The sole bliss of her life had been a 
dream of this beautiful sister, whr had never so much as known of her 
existence. By this time, too, the poor girl was inthralled in an intoler- 
able bondage, from-which she must either free herself or perish. She 
deemed herself safest near Zenobia, into whose large heart she hoped to 
nestle. 

One evening, months after Priscilla’s departure, when Moodie (or 
shall we call him Fauntleroy?) was sitting alone in the state-chamber 
of the old governor, there came footsteps up the staircase. There was a 
pause on the landing-place. A lady’s musical yet haughty accents were 
heard making an inquiry from some denizen of the house, who had 
thrust a head out of a contiguous chamber. There was then a knock at 
Moodie’s door. 

^^Come in!” said he. 

And Zenobia entered. The details of the interview that followed be- 
ing unknown to me — while, notwithstanding, it would be a pity quite to^ 
lose the picturesq uen ess of the sit ua tion, attempt to^HcE it, 
mamlyTfomTancy, althou^ with sonie general grounds of surmise in 
regard to the old man’s feelings. 

She gazed wonderingly at the dismal chamber. Dismal to her, who 
beheld it only for an instant; and how much more so to him, into whose 
brain each bare spot on the ceiling, every tatter of the paper-hangings, 
and all the splintered carvings of the mantel-piece, seen wearily through 
long years, had worn their several prints! Inexpressibly miserable i5 
this familiarity with objects that have been from the first disgustful. 

“I have received a strange message,” said Zenobia, after a moment’s 
silence, “requesting, or rather enjoining it upon me, to come hither. 
Rather from curiosity than any other motive, — and because, though 
woman, I have not all the timidity of one, — I have complied. Can it be 
you, sir, who thus summoned me?” 
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‘‘It was,’’ answered Moodie. 

“And what was your purpose?” she continued. “You require charity, 
perhaps? In that case, the message might have been more fitly worded. 
But you are old and poor, and age and poverty should be allowed their 
privileges. Tell me, therefore, to what extent you need my aid.” 

“Put up your purse,” said the supposed mendicant, with an inex- 
plicable smile. “Keep it, — ^keep all your wealth, — until I demand it all, 
or none! My message had no such end in view. You are beautiful, they 
tell me ; and I desired to look at you.” 

He took the one lamp that showed the discomfort and sordidness of 
his abode, and approaching Zenobia held it up, so as to gain the more 
perfect view of her, from top to toe. So obscure was the chamber, that 
you could see the reflection of her diamonds thrown upon the dingy 
wall, and flickering with the rise and fall of Zenobia’s breath. It was the 
splendor of those jewels on her neck, like lamps that burn before some 
fair temple, and the jewelled flower in her hair, more than the murky, 
yellow light, that helped him to see her beauty. But he beheld it, and 
grew proud at heart; his own figure, in spite of his mean habiliments, 
assumed an air of state and grandeur. 

“It is well,” cried old Moodie. “Keep your wealth. You are right 
worthy of it. Keep it, therefore, but with one condition only.” 

Zenobia thought the old man beside himself, and was moved with 
pity. 

“Have you none to care for you?” asked she. “No daughter? — no 
kind-hearted neighbor? — ^no means of procuring the attendance which 
you need? Tell me once again, can I do nothing for you?” 

“Nothing,” he replied. “I have beheld what I wished. Now leave me. 
Linger not a moment longer, or I may be tempted to say what would 
bring a cloud over that queenly brow. Keep all your wealth, but with 
only this one condition: Be kind — ^be no less kind than sisters are — to 
my poor Priscilla I ” 

And, it may be, after Zenobia withdrew, Fauntleroy paced his gloomy 
chamber, and communed with himself as follows, — >or^ at al] pvp.nts^ it 
is the only solution which I can offer of the enigma presented in his 
character : — 

“I unchangedy--Tthe same, ma®. as of yore!” said he. “True, py 
brother’s wealth— he dying intestate — is legally my owhT I yet 

of my own choice, IJjve a^^gar; and go meanly dad,'1®S133c5^elf 
behind ‘'artbf^offen lghomin this like ostentation? Ah! but in 

ZeilObia I live again! BehoJjmng her, so beautiful, — so fit to be adorned 
with all imaginable splendor of outward state, — the cursed vanity, 
which, half a lifetime since, dropt off like tatters of once gaudy apparel 
from my debased and ruined person, is all renewed for her sake. Were I 
to reappear, my shame would go with me from darkness into daylight. 
Zenobia has the splendor, and not the shame. Let the world admire her, 
and be dazzled by her, the brilliant child of my prosperity! It is Faunt- 
leroy that still shines through her! ” 
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But then, perhaps, another thought occurred to him. 

‘‘My poor Priscilla! And am I just to her, in surrendering all to this 
beautiful Zenobia? Priscilla! I love her best, — I love her only! — ^but 
with shame, not pride. So dim, so pallid, so shrinking, — the daughter of 
my long calamity! Wealth were but a mockery in Priscilla’s hands. 
What is its use, except to fling a golden radiance around those who 
grasp it? Yet let Zenobia take heed! Priscilla shall have no wrong! ” 

But, while the man of show thus meditated, — that very evening, so 
far as I can adjust the dates of these strange incidents, — ^Priscilla — 
poor, pallid flower! — was either snatched from Zenobia’s hand, or flung 
wilfully away! 


XXIII 


A Village Hall 

Well, I betook myself away, and wandered up and down, like an exon 
cised spirit that had been driven from its old haunts after a mighty 
struggle. It takes down the solitary pride of man^ bevond most other ’ 
things, t o fi nd the impracticability of flinging aside affections that have | 
grown irksome . The bands that were silkei^nce are apt to bec^e iron 
fetters when we desire to shake them off( Our souls, after all, are not 
our own. We convey a property in them to those with whom we asso- 
ciate; .but to what extent can never be known, until we feel the tug, the 
agony^f our abortive effort to resume an exclusive sway over our- 
selve^ Thus, in all the weeks of my absence, my thoughts continually 
reverted back, brooding over the bygone months, and bringing up inci- 
dents that seemed hardly to have left a trace of themselves in their 
passage. I spent painful hours in recalling these trifles, and rendering 
them more misty and unsubstantial than at first by the quantity of 
speculative musing thus kneaded in with them. Holli ngsw orth. Zenobia . 
Priscilla ! The se three ha d absorbed my life into themsejve s. Together 
wi5i an inexpressible jcuig in^ to know tfieir fortunes, there was Iik^ewise 
a ^orbid FesentmenT of my own pain, and a s tubbdrn"eluctance t o 
come again wiihin 

^All that I learned of them7 therefore, was comprised in a few brief and 
pimgent squibs, such as the newspapers were then in the habit of be- 
stowing on our socialist enterprise. There was one paragraph, which if 
I rightly guessed its purport, bore reference to Zenobia, but was too 
darldy hinted to convey even thus much of certainty. Hollingsworth, 
too, with his philanthropic project, afforded the penny-a-liners a them^ 
for some savage and bloody-minded jokes; and, considerably to my sur- 
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prise, they affected me with as much Indignation as if we had still been 
friends. 

Thus passed several weeks ; time long enough for my brown and toil- 
hardened hands to reaccustom themselves to gloves. Old habits, such as 
were merely external, returned upon me with wonderful promptitude. 
My superficial talk, too, assumed altogether a worldly tone. Meeting f^ r- 
mer acquaintanc es, who show ed themselves inclined to ridicule„my heroic 
devotion to~lhe cause of humaji,welfare» I sppke of ,the r ece nt phase of my 
life aslndeed fmr matter for a jest. But, I also gave them to understand 
that it was, a t most, only an experiment, on which I had stake J no^^^- 
able amount oFEopiFor Tear. Tthad'eria^ed^ me to pass the summer IrTa 
novel and agreeable way, had afforded me some grotesque specimens of 
, artihcial simplicity, and could nqt^ therefore, so far as I w^ concerned, 
h e reckoned a failure . In no one instance, however, did I voluntarily 
^ speak of my three friends. They dwelt in a profounder region. The more 
I consider myself as I then was, the more do I^recognize how deeply my 
connection with those three had affected all my being. 

As it was already the epoch of annihilated space, I might in the time I 
was away from Blithedale have snatched a glimpse at England, and been 
back again. But my wanderings were confined within a very limited 
sphere. I hopped and fluttered, like a bird with a string about its leg, 
gyrating round a small circumference, and keeping up a restless activity 
1 to no purpose. Thus it was still in our familiar Massachusetts — in one of 
I its white country-villages — that I must next particularize an incident. 

The scene was one of those lyceum-halls, of which almost every vil- 
lage has now its own, dedicated to that sober and pallid, or rather drab- 
colored, mode of winter-evening entertainment, the lecture. Of late 
years, this has come strangely into vogue, when the natural tendency 
of things would seem to be to substitute lettered for oral methods of 
addressing the public. But, in halls like this, besides the winter course 
of lectures, there is a rich and varied series of other exhibitions. Hither 
comes the ventriloquist, with all his mysterious tongues; the thauma- 
turgist, too, with his miraculous transformations of plates, doves, and 
rings, his pancakes smoking in your hat, and his cellar of choice liquors 
represented in one small bottle. Here, also, the itinerant professor in- 
structs separate classes of ladies and gentlemen in physiology, and 
demonstrates his lessons by the aid of real skeletons, and manikins in 
wax, from Paris. Here is to be heard the choir of Ethiopian melodists, 
and to be seen the diorama of Moscow or Bunker Hill, or the moving 
panorama of the Chinese wall. Here is displayed the museum of wax 
figures, illustrating the wide Catholicism of earthly renown, by mixing 
up heroes and statesmen, the pope and the Mormon prophet, kings, 
queens, murderers, and beautiful ladies; every sort of person, in short, 
except authors, of whom I never beheld even the most famous done in 
wax. And here, in this many-purposed hall (unless tl^ selectmen of the 
village cha nce to have mor e than their share o f the Pu n tanism, which, 
however dlversTfi^ with lat er patchwork, still give s i ts prevai l ing tint 
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to New England character), here the company of strolling players sets 
up its little stage, and claims patronage for the legitimate drama. 

But, on the autumnal evening which I speak of, a number of printed 
handbills — stuck up in the barroom, and on the sign-post of the hotel, 
and on the meeting-house porch, and distributed largely through the 
village — ^had promised the inhabitants an interview with that celebrated 
and hitherto inexplicable phenomenon, the Veiled Lady! 

The hall was fitted up with an amphitheatrical descent of seats to- 
wards a platform, on which stood a desk, two lights, a stool, and a ca- 
pacious antique chair. The audience was of a generally decent and re- 
spectable character: old farmers, in their Sunday black coats, with 
shrewd, hard, sun-dried faces, an(i a cynical humor, oftener than any 
other expression, in their eyes; pretty girls, in many-colored attire; 
pretty young men, — the schoolmaster, the lawyer, or student at law, 
the shop-keeper, — all looking rathe r suburban than rural. In these days, 
there is absolutely no rusticity, ex< ept when the actual labor of the soil 
leaves its earth-mould on the person. There was likewise a considerable 
proportion of young and middle-aged women, many of them stern in 
feature, with marked foreheads, and a very definite line of eyebrow; a 
type of womanhood in which a b( ld intellectual development seems to 
be keeping pace with the progress' ve delicacy of the physical constitu- 
tion. Of all these people I took note, at first, according to my custom. 
But I ceased to do so the moment that my eyes fell on an individual who 
sat two or three seats below me, immovable, apparently deep in thought, 
with his back, of course, towards me, and his face turned steadfastly 
upon the platform. 

After sitting awhile in contemplation of this person’s familiar con- 
tour, I was irresistibly moved to step over the intervening benches, lay 
my hand on his shoulder, put my mouth close to his ear, and address 
him in a sepulchral, melodramatic whisper: — 

“Hollingsworth! where have you left Zenobia?” 

His nerves, however, were proof against my attack. He turned half 
around, and looked me in the face with great, sad eyes, in which there 
was neither kindness nor resentment, nor any perceptible surprise. 

“Zenobia, when I last saw her,” he answered, “was at Blithedale.” 

He said no more. But there was a great deal of talk going on near me, 
among a knot of peojMejyhq might be c on sidered as represen ting th e 
mysticism , oj raffi^rT^ mystk sensuality of this_singular age. The na- 
ture of the^exHibitron tKatVas about to take placeTTadT probably given 
the turn to their conversation. 

I heard, from a pale man in blue spectacles, some stranger stories than 
ever were written in a romance; told, too, with a simple, unimaginative 
steadfastness, which was terribly efficacious in compelling the auditor to 
receive them into the category of established facts. He cited instances of 
the miraculous power of one human being over the will and passions of 
another; insomuch that settled grief was but a shadow beneath the in- 
fluence of a man possessing this potency, and the strong love of years 
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melted away like a vapor. At the bidding of one of these wizards, the 
maiden, with her lover^s kiss still burning on her lips, would turn from 
him with icy indifference; the newly made widow would dig up her 
buried heart out of her young husband^s grave before the sods had taken 
root upon it; a mother with her babe’s milk in her bosom, would thrust 
away her child. Human character was but soft wax in his hands; and 

? iilt, or virtue, only the forms into which he should see fit to mould it. 

he religious sentiment was a flame which he could blow up with his 
breath, or a spark that he could utterly extinguish. It is unutterable, 
the horror and disgust with which I listened, and saw that, if these 
things were to be believed, the individual soul was virtually annihilated, 
and all that is sweet and pure in our present life debased, and that the 
idea of man’s eternal responsibility was made ridiculous, and immortal- 
ity rendered at once impossible, and not worth acceptance. But I would 
have perished on the spot sooner than believe it. 

The epoch of rapping spirits, and all the wonders that have followed 
in their train, — such as tables upset by invisible agencies, bells self- 
tolled at funerals, and ghostly music performed on jewsharps, — ^had not 
yet arrived. Alas, my countrymen, methinks we have fallen on an evil 
age! If these phenomena have not humbug at the bottom, so much the 
worse for us. What can they indicate, in a spiritual way, except that the 
soul of man is descending to a lower point than it has ever before 
reached while incarnate? We are pursuing a downward course in the 
eternal march, and thus bring ourselves into the same range with beings 
whom death, in requital of their gross and evil lives, has degraded be- 
low humanity! To hold intercourse with spirits of this order, we must 
stoop and grovel in some element more vile than earthly dust. These 
goblins, if they exist at all, are but the shadows of past mortality, out- 
casts, mere refuse-stuff, adjudged unworthy of the eternal world, and, 
on the most favorable supposition, dwindling gradually into nothing- 
ness. The less we have to say to them the better, lest we share their fate ! 

The audience now began to be impatient; they signified their desire 
for the entertainment to commence by thump of sticks and stamp of 
boot-heels. Nor was it a great while longer before, in response to their 
call, there appeared a bearded personage in Oriental robes, looking like 
one of the enchanters of the Arabian Nights. He came upon the plat- 
form from a side door, saluted the spectators, not with a salaam, but a 
bow, took his station at the desk, and first blowing his nose with a white 
handkerchief, prepared to speak. The environment of the homely vil- 
lage hall, and the absence of many ingenious contrivances of stage-effect 
with which the exhibition had heretofore been set off, seemed to bring 
the artifice of this character more openly upon the surface. No sooner 
did I behold the bearded enchanter, than, laying my hand again on Hol- 
lingsworth’s shoulder, I whispered in his ear, — 

^^Do you know him?” 

never saw the man before,” he muttered, without turning his head. 
But I had seen him three times already. Once, on occasion of my first 
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visit to the Veiled Lady; a second time, in the wood-path at Blithedale; 
and lastly, in Zenobia’s drawing-room. It wagjj}2gjj|yiy^ A quick asso- 
ciation of ideas made me shudder from head to foot; ^d again, like an 
evil spirit, bringing up reminiscences of a man’s sins, I whispered a 
question in Hollingsworth’s ear, — 

^ What have you done with Priscilla?” 

He gave a convulsive start, as if I had thrust a knife into him, writhed 
himself round on his seat, glared fiercely into my eyes, but answered not 
a word. 

The Professor began his discourse, explanatory of the psychological] 
phenomena, as he termed them, which it was his purpose to exhibit to 
the spectators. There remains no very distinct impression of it on my 
memory. It was eloquent, ingenious, plausible, with a delusive show of 
spirituality, yet really imbued throughout with a cold and dead mater- 
ialism. I shivered, as at a current jf chill air issuing out of a sepulchral 
vault, and bringing the smell of corruption along with it. He spoke of a 
new era that w as dawning upon t l ie world; an era that would lin k sou l 
t o soulTai^lEFpresent life to woat we c all futurity, with a closenes s 
t Sat should final^ convert JbQtbi worlds .into one great, mutually con - 
scious brotherhood . He describee (in a strange, philosophical guise, 
with terms of art, as if it were a matter of chemical discovery) the 
agency by which this mighty result was to be effected; nor would it have 
surprised me, had he pretended to hold up a portion of his universally 
pervasive fluid, as he affirmed it to be, in a glass phial. 

At the close of his exordium, the Professor beckoned with his hand, 
— once, twice, thrice, — and a figure came gliding upon the platform, en- 
veloped in a long veil of silvery whiteness. It fell about her like the tex- 
ture of a summer cloud, with a kind of vagueness, so that the outline of 
the form beneath it could not be accurately discerned. But the move- 
ment of the Veiled Lady was graceful, free, and unembarrassed, like 
that of a person accustomed to be the spectacle of thousands; or, pos- 
sibly, a blindfold prisoner within the sphere with which this dark earthly 
magician had surrounded her, she was wholly unconscious of being the 
central object to all those straining eyes. 

Pliant to his gesture (which had even an obsequious courtesy, but at 
the same time a remarkable decisiveness), the figure placed itself in 
the great chair. Sitting there, in such visible obscurity, it was, perhaps, 
as much like the actual presence of a disembodied spirit as anything 
that stage trickery could devise. The hushed breathing of the spectators 
proved how high-wrought were their anticipations of the wonders to be 
performed through the medium of this incomprehensible creature. Ij 
too, was in breathless suspense, but with a far different presentiment of 
some strange event at hand. 

^^You see before you the Veiled Lady,” said the bearded Professor^ 
advancing to the verge of the platform. “By the agency of which I have 
just spoken, she is at this moment in communion with the spiritual 
world. That silvery veil is, in one sense, an enchantment, having been 
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dipped, as it were, and essentially imbued, through the potency of my 
art, with the fluid medium of spirits. Slight and ethereal as it seems, the 
limitations of t iffle arui_space..b.aye no existence within its folds. This 
hall — these hundreds of faces, encompassing her within so narrow an 
amphitheatre — are of thinner substance, in her view, than the airiest 
vapor that the clouds are made of. She beholds the Absolute I” 

As preliminary to other and far more wonderful psychological experi- 
ments, the exhibitor suggested that some of his auditors should endeavor 
to make the Veiled Lady sensible of their presence by such methods — 
provided only no touch were laid upon her person — as they might deem 
best adapted to that end. Accordingly, several deep-lunged country- 
fellows, who looked as if they might have blown the apparition away 
with a breath, ascended the platform. Mutually encouraging one an- 
other, they shouted so close to her ear that the veil stirred like a wreath 
of vanishing mist; they smote upon the floor with bludgeons; they per- 
petrated so hideous a clamor, that methought it mighl have reached, at 
least, a little way into the eternal sphere. Finally, with the assent of the 
Professor, they laid hold of the great chair, and were startled, appar- 
ently, to find it soar upward, as if lighter than the air through which it 
rose. But the Veiled Lady remained seated and motionless, with a com- 
posure that was hardly less than awful, because implying so immeasur- 
able a distance betwixt her and these rude persecutors. 

“These efforts are wholly without avail,^^ observed the Professor, who 
had been looking on with an aspect of serene indifference. “The roar of 
a battery of cannon would be inaudible to the Veiled Lady. And yet, 
were I to will it, sitting in this very hall, she could hear the desert wind 
sweeping over the sands as far off as Arabia; the icebergs grinding one 
against the other in the polar seas ; the rustle of a leaf in an East-Indian 
forest; the lowest whispered breath of the bashfullest maiden in the 
world, uttering the first confession of her love. Nor does there exist the 
moral inducement, apart from my own be lyst, that c ould persuade he r 
^ to lift the silve ^vei lj, or arise out of tharcliarf .~^ 

Greatly foTBTTrofessor^s discomposure, however, just as he spoke 
these words, the Veiled Lady arose. There was a mysterious tremor that 
shook the magic veil. The spectators, it may be, imagined that she was 
about to take flight into that invisible sphere, and to the society of those 
purely spiritual beings with whom they reckoned her so near akin. Hol- 
lingsworth, a moment ago, had mounted the platform, and now stood 
gazing at the figure, with a sad intentness that brought the whole power 
of his great, stern, yet tender soul into his glance. 

“'Come,’’ said he, waving his hand towards her. “You are safe! ” 

She threw off the veil, and stood before that multitude of people pale, 
tremulous, shrinking, as if only then had she discovered that a thou- 
sand eyes were gazing at her. Poor maiden! How strangely had she been 
betrayed! Blazoned abroad as a wonder of the world, and performing 
what were adjudged as miracles, — in the faith of many, a seeress and a 
prophetess; in the harsher judgment of others, a mountebank, — she had 
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kept, as I religiously believe, her virgin reserve and sanctity of soul 
throughout it dl. Within that encircling veil, though an evil hand had 
flung it over her, there was as deep a seclusion as if this forsaken girl 
had, all the while, been sitting under the shadow of Eliotts pulpit, in 
the Blithedale w^ds, at the feet of him who now summoned her to the 
shelter of his arms. And the true heart-throb of a woman^s affection w^ 
too powerf ul for the^lirgglerv thaThad hitherto environed her. She ut- 
ter^ a shrieE‘“~and fled to Hollingsworth, like one escaping from"^er 
deadliest enemy, and was sdfe TQtever. 


>xrv 

The Masqueraders 

Two nights had passed since the foregoing occurrences, when, in a 
breezy September forenoon, I set forth from town, on foot, towards 
Blithedale. 

It was the most delightful of all days for a walk, with a dash of in- 
vigorating ice-temper in the air, but a coolness that soon gave place to 
the brisk glow of exercise, while the vigor remained as elastic as before. 
The atmosphere had a spirit and sparkle in it. Each breath was like a 
sip of ethereal wine, tempered, as I said, with a crystal lump of ice. I 
had started on this expedition in an exceedingly sombre mood, as well 
befitted one who found himself tending towards home, but was con- 
scious that nobody would be quite overjoyed to greet him there. My feet 
were hardly off the pavement, however, when this morbid sensation be- 
gan to yield to the lively influences of air and motion. Nor had I gone 
far, with fields yet green on either side, before my step became as swift 
and light as if Hollingsworth were waiting to exchange a friendly hand- 
grip, and Zenobia^s and Priscilla^s open arms would welcome the wan- 
derer’s reappearance. It has happ ene d to me o n other occasions, as well \ 
as this, tqj)rove how a ^te of physical wellbeing can create a kind "ol j 
jFy, in s pi ted the pToTound^ an xiety of mind . ~ ^ 

TEe^ ^thway of that walk still runs along, with sunny freshness, 
through my memory. I know not why it should be so. But my mental 
eye can even now discern the September grass, bordering the pleasant 
roadside with a brighter verdure than while the summer heats were 
scorching it; the trees, too, mostly green, although here and there a 
branch or shrub has donned its vesture of crimson and gold a week or 
two before its fellows. I see the tufted barberry-bushes, with their small 
clusters of scarlet fruit; the toadstools, likewise, — some spotlessly white, 
others yellow or red, — mysterious growths, springing suddenly from no 
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root or seed, and growing nobody can tell how or wherefore. In this re- 
spect they resembled many of the emotions in my breast. And I still see 
tte little rivulets, chill, clear, and bright, that murmured beneath the 
toad, through subterranean rocks, and deepened into mossy pools, 
where tiny fish were darting to and fro, and within which lurked the 
hermit-frog. But no, — I never can^ account for it^ th at^ with a yearnirg 
interest to learn the upshot of all mv story, and returning to Blithedale 


for that sole purpose. I should examine these things so like a peaceful - 
b^somed naturalist . Nor why, amid all my s}^pathies and fears, there 
shot, at times, a wild exhilaration through my frame. 

Thus I pursued my way along the line of the ancient stone wall that 
Paul Dudley built, and through white villages, and past orchards of ruddy 
apples, and fields of ripening maize, and patches of woodland, and all 
such sweet rural scenery as looks the fairest, a little beyond the suburbs 
of a town. Hollingsworth, Zenobia, Priscilla! They glided mistily before 
me. as I walked. Sometimes, in mv solitude^X laughed with the bitter- 


ness of self-scorn, remembering how unreservedly I had given up my 
heart and sourto interests that '^^e not mine. What had I ^er haTto 
do with them? And why, being now tr^, should I take this thraldom on 
me once again? It was both sad and dangerous, I whispered to myself 
jto be in too close affinity with the passions, the errors, and the misfor- 
tunes of individuals who stood within a circle of their own, into which, 
if I stept at all, it must be as an intruder, and at a peril that I could not 
estimate. 

Drawmg nearer to Blithedale, a sickness of the spirits kept alternat- 
ing with my flights of causeless buoyancy. I indulged in a hundred odd 
and extravagant conjectures. Either there was no such place as Blithe- 
dale, nor ever had been, nor any brotherhood o f thoughtful laborers. 
like what I seemed to recollect there, or else it was all changed durirTg 
my absence. It had been noth ing but dream-work and enchantment . I 
should seek inTvain tor the old iSm-house, and for the greensward, the 
potato-fields, the root-crops, and acres of Indian corn, and for all that 
configuration of the land which I had imagined. It would be another 
spot, and an utter strangeness. " 


These vagaries were of the spectral throng so apt to steal out of an 
ignquiet heart. They partly ceased to haunt me, on my arriving at a 
U)omt whence, through the trees, I began to catch glimpses of the Blithe- 
dale farm. That surely was something real. There was hardly a square 
ifoot of all those acr^ on which i had "hot trodden heavily, in one or 
(another kind of toil. The curse of Adames posterity — and, curse or bless- 
ing be it, it gives substance to the life around us — had first come upon 

E e there. In the sweat of mv brow I had there earned bread and eaten 
^and so ^tablished my claiiTi to^BFon earth, and my fellowship with 
jJlme sons ot labor. 1 couldTia ve k neindowri^Md havg’1ntrnny"Ere^ t 
^gainst that soil. The red clay which my frame was moulded seemed 
^arer akin t^those crumbling furrows than to any other portion of the 
fvorld^s dust. There was mv home, and there might be mv grave. 
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I felt an invincible reluctance, nevertheless, at the idea of presenting 
myself before my old associates, without first ascertaining the state in 
which they were. A nameless foreboding weighed upon me. Perhaps, 
should I know all the circumstances that had occurred, I might find it 
my wisest course to turn back, unrecognized, unseen, and never look at 
Blithedale more. Had it been evening, I would have stolen softly to 
some lighted window of the old farm-house, and peeped darkling in, to 
see all their well-known faces round the supper-board. Then, were there 
a vacant seat, I might noiselessly unclose the door, glide in, and take 
my place among them, without a word. My entrance might be so quiet, 
my aspect so familiar, that they would forget how long I had been away, 
and suffer me to melt into the scene, as a wreath of vapor melts into a 
larger cloud. I dreaded a boiste' ous greeting. Beholding me at table, 
Zenobia, as a matter of course, would send me a cup of tea, and Hol- 
lingsworth fill my plate from the great dish of pandowdy, and Priscilla, 
in her quiet way, would hand the ream, and others help me to the bread 
and butter. Being one of them again, the knowledge of what had hap- 
pened would come to me without a shock. For still, at every turn of my 
shifting fantasies, the thought s ared me in the face that some evil 
thing had befallen us, or was ready to befall. 

Yielding to this ominous impression, I now turned aside into the 
woods, resolving to spy out the posture of the Community, as craftily as 
the wild Indian before he makes his onset. I would go wandering about 
the outskirts of the farm, and, perhaps, catching sight of a solitary ac- 
quaintance, would approach him amid the browm shadows of the trees 
(a kind of medium fit for spirits departed and revisitant, like myself), 
and entreat him to tell me how all things were. 

The first living creature that I met was a partridge which sprung up 
beneath my feet, and whirred away; the next was a squirrel, who chat- 
tered angrily at me from an overhanging bough. I trod along by the 
dark, sluggish river, and remember pausing on the bank, above one of 
its blackest and most placid pools (the very spot, with the barkless 
stump of a tree aslantwise over the water, is depicting itself to my fancy 
at this instant), and wondering how deep it was, and if any over-laden 
soul had ever flung its weight of mort^ity in thither, and if it thus 
escaped the burden, or only made it heavier. And perhaps the skeleton 
of the drowned wretch still lay beneath the inscrutable depth, clinging 
to some sunken log at the bottom with the gripe of its old despair. So 
slight, however, was the track of these gloomy ideas, that I soon forgot 
them in the contemplation of a brood of wild ducks, which were floating 
on the river, and anon took flight, leaving each a bright streak over the 
black surface. By and by, I came to my hermitage, in the heart of the 
white-pine tree, and clambering up into it, sat down to rest. The grapes, 
which I had watched throughout the summer, now dangled around me 
in abundant clusters of the deepest purple, deliciously sweet to the taste, 
and, though wild, yet free from that ungentle flavor which distinguishes 
nearly all our native and uncultivated grapes. Methought a wine might 
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be pressed out of them possessing a passionate zest, and endowed with a 
new kind of intoxicating quality, attended with such bacchanalian ecsta- 
sies as the tamer grapes of Madeira, France, and the Rhine are inade- 
quate to produce. And I longed to quaff a great goblet of it that mo- 
ment! 

While devouring the grapes, I looked on all sides out of the peep- 
holes of my hermitage, and saw the farm-house, the fields, and almost 
every part of our domain, but not a single human figure in the land- 
scape. Some of the windows of the house were open, but with no more 
signs of life than in a dead man’s unshut eyes. The barn-door was ajar, 
and swinging in the breeze. The big old dog, — he was a relic of the for- 
mer dynasty of the farm, — that hardly ever stirred out of the yard, was 
nowhere to be seen. What, then, had become of all the fraternity and 
sisterhood? Curious to ascertain this point, I let myself down out of 
the tree, and going to the edge of the wood, was glad to perceive our 
herd of cows chewing the cud or grazing not far off. I fancied, by their 
manner, that two or three of them recognized me (as, indeed, they ought, 
for I had milked them and been their chamberlain times without num- 
ber) ; but, after staring me in the face a little while, they phlegmatic- 
ally began grazing and chewing their cuds again. Then I grew foolishly 
angry at so cold a reception, and flung some rotten fragments of an_old 
stump at these unsentimental cows . 

Skirting Tarther round the pasture, I heard voices and much laughter 
proceeding from the interior of the wood. Voices, male and feminine; 
laughter, not only of fresh young throats, but the bass of grown peo- 
ple, as if solemn organ-pipes should pour out airs of merriment. Not a 
voice spoke, but I knew it better than my own; not a laugh, but its cad- 
ences were familiar. The wood, in this portion of it, seemed as full of 
jollity as if Comus and his crew were holding their revels in one of its 
usually lonesome glades. Stealing onward as far as I durst, without 
hazard of discovery, I saw a concourse of strange figures beneath the 
overshadowing branches. They appeared, and vanished, and came again, 
confusedly with the streaks of sunlight glimmering down upon them. 

Among them was an Indian chief, with blanket, feathers and war- 
paint, and uplifted tomahawk; and near him, looking fit to be his wood- 
land-bride, the goddess Diana, with the crescent on her head, and at- 
tended by our big lazy dog, in lack of any fleeter hound. Drawing an 
arrow from her quiver, she let it fly at a venture, and hit the very tree 
behind which I happened to be lurking. Another group consisted of a 
Bavarian broom-girl, a negro of the Jim Crow order, one or two forest- 
ers of the Middle Ages, a Kentucky woodsman in his trimmed hunting- 
shirt and deerskin leggings, and a Shaker elder, quaint, demure, broad- 
brimmed, and square-skirted. Shepherds of Arcadia, and allegoric fig- 
ures from the Faerie Queen, were oddly mixed up with these. Arm in 
arm, or otherwise huddled together in strange discrepancy, stood grim 
Puritans, gay Cavaliers, and Revolutionary officers with three-cornered 
cocked hats, and queues longer than their swords. A bright-complex- 
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loned, dark-haired, vivacious little g)T>sy, with a red shawl over her 
head, went from one group to another, telling fortunes by palmistry; 
and Moll Pitcher, the renowned old witch of Lynn, broomstick in hand, 
showed herself prominently in the midst, as if announcing all these ap- 
paritions to be the offspring of her necromantic art. But SiL'is Foster, 
who leaned against a tree near by, in his customary blue frock, and 
smoking a short pipe, did more to disenchant the scene, with his look of 
shrewd, acrid, Yankee observation, than twenty witches and necromanc- 
ers could have done in the way of rendering it weird and fantastic. 

A little farther off, some old-fashioned skinkers and drawers, all with 
portentously red noses, were spreading a banquet on the leaf-strewn 
earth; while a homed and long-tailed gentleman (in whom I recognized 
the fiendish musician erst seen by Tam O'Shan ter) tuned his fiddle, and 
summoned the whole motley rout to a dance, before partaking of the 
festal cheer. So they joined hands in a circle, whirling round so swiftly, 
so madly, and so merrily, in time md tune with the Satanic music, that 
their separate incongruities were Mended all together, and they became 
a kind of entanglement that went nigh to turn one's brain with merely 
looking at it. Anon they stopt ali of a sudden, and staring at one an- 
other's figures, set up a roar of laughter; whereat a shower of the Sep- 
tember leaves (which, all day long, had been hesitating whether to Ml 
or no) were shaken off by the movement of the air, and came eddying 
down upon the revellers. 

Then, for lack of breath, ensued a silence, at the deepest point of 
which, tickled by the oddity of surprising my grave associates in this 
masquerading trim, I could not possibly refrain from a burst of laughter 
on my own separate account. 

^^Hush!" I heard the pretty g)q)sy fortune-teller say. “Who is that 
laughing?" 

“Some profane intruder!" said the goddess Diana. “I shall send an 
arrow through his heart, or change him into a stag, as I did Actaeon, if 
he peeps from behind the trees! " 

“Me take his scalp!" cried the Indian chief, brandishing his toma- 
hawk, and cutting a great caper in the air. 

“I'll root him in the earth with a spell that I have at my tongue's 
end!" squeaked Moll Pitcher. “And the green moss shall grow all over 
him, before he gets free again ! " 

“The voice was Miles Coverdale's," said the fiendish fiddler, with a 
whisk of his tail and a toss of his horns. “My music has brought him 
hither. He is always ready to dance to the Devil's tune !" 

Thus put on the right track, they afl recognized the voice at once, and 
set up a simultaneous shout. 

“Miles! Miles! Miles Coverdale, where are you?" they cried. “Zen- 
obia! Queen Zenobia! here is one of your vassals lurking in the wood. 
Command him to approach and pay his duty ! " 

The whole fantastic rabble forthwith streamed off in pursuit of me, 
so t hat I was like a mad p oet hunted by chimera^ Having fairly the 
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start of them, however, I succeeded in making my escape, and soon left 
their merriment and riot at a good distance in ihe rear. Its fainter tones 
assumed a kind of mournfulness, and were finally lost in the hush and 
solemnity of the wood. In my haste, I stumbled over a heap of logs and 
sticks that had been cut for fire-wood, a great while ago, by some former 
possessor of the soil, and piled up square, in order to be carted or sled- 
ded away to the farm-house. But, being forgotten, they had lain there 
perhaps fifty years, and possibly much longer; until, by the accumula- 
tion of moss, and the leaves falling over them, and decaying there, from 
autumn to autumn, a green mound was formed, in which the softened 
outline of the wood-pile was still perceptible. In the fitful mood that 
then swayed my mind, I found something strangely affecting in this 
simple circumstance. I imagined the long-dead woodman, and his long- 
dead wife and children, coming out of their chill graves, and essaying to 
make a fire with this heap of mossy fuel! 

From this spot I strayed onward, quite lost in reverie, and neither 
knew nor cared whither I was going, until a low, soft, well-remembered 
voice spoke, at a little distance. 

“There is Mr. Coverdalel” 

“Miles Coverdalel’^ said another voice, — ^and its tones were very 
stern. “Let him come forward, thenP^ 

“Yes, Mr. Coverdale,’’ cried a woman^s voice, — clear and melodious, 
but, just then, with something unnatural in its chord, — “you are wel- 
come I But you come half an hour too late, and have missed a scene 
which you would have enjoyed ! ’’ 

I looked up and found myself nigh Eliotts pulpit, at the base of which 
sat Hollingsworth, with Priscilla at his feet, and Zenobia standing be- 
fore them. 


XXV 

The Three Together 

Hollingsworth was in his ordinary working-dress. Priscilla wore a 
pretty and simple gown, with a kerchief about her neck, and a calash, 
which she had flung back from her head, leaving it suspended by the 
strings. But Zenobia (whose part among the maskers, as may be sup- 
posed, was no inferior one) appeared in a costume of fanciful magnifi- 
cence, with her jewelled flower as the central ornament of what resem- 
bled a leafy crown, or coronet. She represented the Oriental princess by 
rwhose name we were accustomed to know her. Her attitude was free 
land noble; yet, if a queen’s, it was not that of a queen triumphant, but 
dethroned, on trial for her life, or, perchance, condemned already. The 
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spirit of the conflict seemed, nevertheless, to be alive in her. Her eyes 
were on fire; her cheeks had each a crimson spot, so exceedingly vivid, 
and marked with so definite an outline, that I at first doubted whether 
it were not artificial. In a very brief space, however, this idea was 
shamed by the paleness that ensued, as the blood sunk suddenly away. 
Zenobia now looked like marble. 

One always feels the fact, in an instant, when he has intruded on 
those who love, or those who hate, at some acme of their passion that 
puts them into a sphere of their own, where no other spirit can pretend 
to stand on equal ground with them. I was confused, — affected even 
with a species of terror, — and wished myself away. The intenseness of 
their feelings gave them the exclusive property of the soil and atmos- 
phere, and left me no right to be o breathe there. 

^'Hollingsworth, — Zenobia, — I have just returned to Blithedale,’^ said 
I, "and had no thought of finding you here. We shall meet again at the 
house. I will retire.’’ 

"This place is free to you,” answered Hollingsworth. 

"As free as to ourselves,” added Zenobia. "This long while past, you 
have been following up y o ur game , gropii^ for hum an emotions in the 
dark corners of the he art. Had you been here a little sooner, you might 
have seen them dragged into the daylight. I could even wish to have my 
trial over again, with you standing by to see fair play! Do you know, 
Mr. CQverdale, i ha v e been on trial for my life?” 

She laughed, while speaking thus. But, in truth, as my eyes wandered 
from one of the group to another, I saw in Hollingsworth all that an 
artist could desire for the gri m p ort rait of a Pur itan magistrate holding 
inque st of li fe and death In a cas e of witch criTtT in Zenobia, the sorcer- 
ess herself, not aged, wrinkled, anSTdecrepit, but fair enough to tempt 
Satan with a force reciprocal to his own; and, in Priscilla, the pale vic- 
tim, whose soul and body had been wasted by her spells. Had a pile of 
fagots been heaped against the rock, this hint of impending doom would 
have completed the suggestive picture. 

"It was too hard upon me,” continued Zenobia, addressing Hollings- 
worth, "that judge^ Jury, and accuser should all be compreh ended,i p on^ 
inanj I demuiTasi think the lawyers say, to the jurisdiction. But let 
the learned Judge Coverdale seat himself on the top of the rock, and 
you and me stand at its base, side by side, pleading our cause before 
him! There might, at least, be two criminals instead of one.” 

"You forced this on me,” replied Hollingsworth, looking her sternly 
in the face. "Did I call you hither from among the masqueraders yon- 
der? Do I assume to be 3^our judge? No; except so far as I have an un- 
questionable right of judgment, in order to settle my own line of be- 
havior towards those with whom the events of life bring me in contact. 
True, I have already judged you, but not on the world’s part, — neithei 
do I pretend to pass a sentence! ” 

"Ah, this is very good!” cried Zenobia, with a smile. "What strange 
beings you men are, Mr. Coverdale! — is it not so? It is the simplest 
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thing in the world with you to bring a woman before your secret tri- 
bunals, and judge and condemn her unheard, and then tell her to go 
free without a sentence. The misfortune is, that this same secret tri- 
bunal chances to be the only judgment-seat that a true woman stands in 
awe of, and that any verdict short of acquittal is equivalent to a death- 
sentence!” 

The more I looked at them, and the more I heard, the stronger grew 
my impression that a crisis had just come and gone. On Ho llingsworth/s 
brow it had left a stamp like that of irrevoca ble doon Cof which his ow n 
^ill w ^ the Tiisir^ent . In Zenobia^s whole person, beholding her more 
5osely, I saw a riotous agitation; the almost delirious disquietude of a 
great struggle, at the close of which the vanquished one felt her strength 
and courage still mighty within her, and longed to renew the contest. 
My sensations w^re as if„I Jb ad c omjg jLu^oi^ 
smoke was as vet cleared away . 

And what subjects had been discussed here? All, no doubt, that for so 
many months past had kept my heart and my imagination idly feverish. 
Zenobia’s whole character and history; the true nature of her myster- 
ious connection with Westervelt; her later purposes towards Hollings- 
worth, and, reciprocally, his in reference to her; and, finally, the degree 
in which Zenobia had been cognizant of the plot against Priscilla, and 
what, at last, had been the real object of that scheme. On these points, 
as before, I was left to my own conjectures. One thing, only, was cer- 
tain. Zenobia and Hollingsworth were friends no longer. If their heart- 
strings were ever intertv/ined, the knot had been adjudged an entangle- 
ment, and was now violently broken. 

But Zenobia seemed unable to rest content with the matter in the 
posture which it had assumed. 

“Ah! do we part so?” exclaimed she, seeing Hollingsworth about to 

retire. 

“And why not?” said he, with almost rude abruptness. “What is there 
further to be said between us?” 

“Well, perhaps nothing,” answered Zenobia, looking him in the face, 
and smiling. “But we have come many times before to this gray rock, 
and we have talked very softly among the whisperings of the birch-trees. 
They were pleasant hours! I love to make the latest of them, though not 
altogether so delightful, loiter away as slowly as may be. And, besides, 
you have put many queries to me at this, which you design to be our 
last interview; and being driven, as I must acknowledge, into a corner, I 
have responded with reasonable frankness. But now, with your free 
consent, I desire the privilege of asking a few questions, in my turn.” 

“I have no concealments,” said Hollingsworth. 

“We shall see,” answered 'Zenobia. “I would first inquire whether you 
have supposed me to be wealthy?” 

“On that point,” observed Hollingsworth, “I have had the opinion 
which the world holds.” 

“And I held it likewise,” said Zenobia. “Had I not, Heaven is my 
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witness the knowledge should have been as free to you as me. It is only 
three days since I knew the strange fact that threatens to make me 
poor; and your own acquaintance with it, I suspect, is of at least as old 
a date. I fancied myself affluent. You are aware, too, of the disposition 
which I purposed making of the larger portion of my imaginary opu- 
lence, — nay, were it all, I had not hesitated. Let me ask you, further, did 
I ever propose or intimate any terms of compact, on which depended 
this — as the world would consider it — so important sacrifice?’’ 

^^You certainly spoke of none,” said Hollingsworth. 

^^Nor meant any,” she responded. was willing to realize your 
dream, freely, — generously, as some might think, — but, at all events, 
fully, and heedless though it should prove the ruin of my fortune. If, in 
your own thoughts, you have impc^sed any conditions of this expendi- 
ture, it is you that must be held responsible for whatever is sordid and 
unworthy in them. And now one otier question. Do you love this girl?” 

Zenobia!” exclaimed Priscil] 1 , ‘shrinking back, as if longing for 
the rock to topple over and hide her. 

“Do you love her?” repeated Zem bia. 

“Had you asked me that question a short time since,” replied Hol- 
lingsworth, after a pause, during wldch, it seemed to me, even the birch- 
trees held their whispering breath, “I should have told you — ^N9!’ My 
f eelings for Priscilla differed little from those of an .elder brother, watffi^ 
ing tenderly~overthe gentle sister whom God has given him to protect.” 

^^Ahd what is your answer now?” persisted Zenobia. 

“I do love her!” said Hollingsworth, uttering the words with a deep 
inward breath, instead of speaking them outright. “As well declare it 
thus as in any other way. I do love her 1 ” 

“Now, God be judge between us,” cried Zenobia, breaking into sud- 
den passion, “which of us two has most mortally offended Him! At 
least, I am a woman, with every fault, it may be, that a woman ever 
had, — weak, vain, unprincipled (like most of my^ex; for our virtues,'] 
when we have any, are merely impulsive and intuitive), passionate, too, 
ai^d pursuing my foolish and unattainable ends by indirect and 'ciinhlng, 
though'~ab“s^uf^y’'dibse^^ means, as an Tieredlf ary bondslave must; false, 
rnoreqver,^ to the whole, circle of good, in my feckless truth to the little 
good I saw before me, — but still a womanj^A creature whom only a 
Ifttle change of earthly fortune, a little^klnder smile of Him who sent me 
hither, and one true heart to encourage and direct me, might have made 
all that a woman can be! But how is it with you?^re you a man?_Nqj^ 
Inot a monster !_A cold, heartless^ self-beginning and self-ending pie ce o f 
mechanismTH - j " 

~”^^^ith what, tljibil^ do you charge me!” asked Hollingsworth, aghast, 
and greatly disturbed by this attack. “Show me one selfish end, in all I 
ever aimed at, and you may cut it out of my bosom with a knife! ” 

answered Zenobia, still intenser bitterness, 

^ ^othing e l se; nothing but se lf, se lf, self! The fiend, I doubt not, has 
made Ins cEoi^t mirth of you these severi years past, and especially 
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in the mad summer which we have spent together. I see it now! I am 
awake, disenchanted^ disin thralled! Self, self, self! You have embodied 
yourself in a project. You a better masquerader than the witches 
and g3rpsies yonder; for-vour disguise is a self-deception . See whither it 
has brought you! First, you aimed a death-blow , am La treacherous one , 
at this scheme of a purer and higher lif e, wEich so many nohle spirt s 
had wrought ou t. Then, because Coverdale could not be quite your 
slave, you threw him ruthlessly away. And you took me, too, into your 
plan, as long as there was hope of my being available, and now fling me 
aside again, a broken tool! But, foremost and blackest of your sins, you 
stifled down your inmost consciousness! — you did a deadly wrong to 
your asm, hear t! — ^you were ready to sacrifice this^rl, \morn~ if God 
ever visibly showed a purpose. He put into your charge, and through 
whom He was striving to redeem you ! ’’ 

*^ This is a woman's view .” said Hollingsworth, growing deadly pale, 
— womaiPs^ whose whole sphere of action is in the hearty and who 
can conceive of no higher nor wider on^l ” 

^‘Be sflentP cried Zenobia, imperiously. ^^You know neither man nor 
woman! The utmost that can be said in your behalf — and because I 
would not be wholly despicable in my own eyes, but would fain excuse 
my wasted feelings, nor own it wholly a delusion, therefore I say it — is, 
that a great and rich heart has been ruined in your breast. Leave me, 
now. You have don^ith me, andTwitiryou .* Far^i^lll ^ 

^Triscilla,” said Hollingsworth, ^^come.’’ 

Zenobia smiled; possibly I did so too. Not often, in human life, has a 
gnawing sense of injury found a sweeter morsel of revenge than was 
conveyed in the tone with which Hollingsworth spoke those two words. 
It w^ of a man wboseJ§ithJn-hiffi,s^^^^ 

was jshaken, and who sought^, at last, to lean on an affection^ Yes ; tfie" 
strong man bowed himself and rested on this«poor Priscilla! Oh, 
sbfr*havp failed him,Jwbat a triumph for the lookers-on ! 

And, at first, I half imagined that she was about to fail him. She rose 
up, stood shivering like the birch-leaves that trembled over her head, and 
then slowly tottered, rather than walked, towards Zenobia. Arriving at 
her feet, she sank down there, in the very same attitude which she had 
assumed on their first meeting, in the kitchen of the old farm-house. 
Zenobia remembered it. 

‘^Ah, Priscilla!” said she, shaking her head, “how much is changed 
since then! You kneel to a dethroned princess. You, the victorious onei 
But he is waiting for you. Say what you wish, and leave me.” 

“We are sisters! ” gasped Priscilla. 

I fancied that I understood the word and action. It meant the ofier- 
ing of herself, and all she had, to be at Zenobia’s disposal. But the latter 
would not take it thus. 

“True, we are sisters!” she replied; and, moved by the sweet word, 
she stooped down and kissed Priscilla; but not lovingly, for a sense of 
fatal harm received through her seemed to be lurking in Zenobia^s heart. 
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“We had one father! You knew it from the first; I, but a little while,-— 
else some things that have chanced might have been spared you. But 1 
never wished you harm. You stood between me and an end which I de^ ] 
sired. I wanted a clear path. No matter what I meant. It is over now. 
T5o yoinorgivelne ? 

“O Zenobia,” sobbed Priscilla, “it is I that feel like the guilty one!” 

“No, no, poor little thing! ” said Zenobia, with a sort of contempt. “You 
have beeiLmy evil fate ; but there never was a babe with less strength or 
will ta do an injury. Poor child! IMethinks you have but a melancholy 
lot before you, sitting all alone in that wide, cheerless heart, where, for 
aught you know, — and as I, alas’ believe, — the fire which you have 
kindled may soon go out. Ah, the thought makes me shiver for you! 
What will you do, Priscilla, when }'ou find no spark among the ashes?” 

“Die! ” she answered. 

“That was well said!” responded Zenobia, with an approving smile. 
“ There is all a woman in your little compass, my poor sister . Meanwhile, 
go with him, and live!^ 

She waved her away, with a queenly gesture, and turned her own face 
to the rock. I watched Priscilla, w^ondering what judgment she would 
pass between Zenobia and Hollingsworth; how interpret his behavior, 
so as to reconcile it with true faith both towards her sister and herself ; 
how compel her love for him to keep any terms whatever with her siS' 
terly affection! But, in truth, there was no such difficulty as I imagined. 
Her engrossing love made it all c lear. Hollingsworth could have i^qt 
f ault That was the“^e i^inciH e at t h^ cent re of the And the ! 

doubtful gml^ or £ossjble integrit y of o ther people, a ppearances, seTT 
e videnTTacts, f he testim ony of h er qw senses£:: 3 ,eveii, HqI^^ 
self-accu sation, TiadTie volunteered, it^^ — wqufd have w eighed not t he 
valu e of a mote^ brihlst le^-d own on the oth er si de. So secure was she of 
fiis^ righT, that she never thought of comparing it with another’s wrong, 
but left the latter to itself. 

Hollingsworth drew her arm within his, and soon disappeared with 
her among the trees. I cannot imagine how Zenobia knew when they 
were out of sight; she never glanced again towards them. But, retaining 
a proud attitude so long as they might have thrown back a retiring look, 
they were no sooner departed, — ^utterly departed, — than she began 
slowly to sink down. It was as if a great, invisible, irresistible weight 
were pressing her to the earth. Settling upon her knees, she leaned her 
forehead against the rock, and sobbed convulsively; dry sobs they 
seemed to be, such as have nothing to do with tears. 
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Zenobia and Coverdale 

Zenobia had entirely forgotten me. She fancied herself alone with her 
great grief. And had it been only a c ommon pity that I felt for her, — the 
pity that her proud nature would havFrepelled^ as the one worst wrong 
which the world yet held in reserve, — the sacredness and awfulness of 
the crisis might have impelled me to steal away silently, so that not a 
dry leaf should rustle under my feet. I would have left her to struggle, 
in that solitude, with only the eye of God upon her. But, so it happened, 
I never once dreamed of questioning my right to be there now, as I had 
questioned it just before, when I came so suddenly upon Hollingsworth 
and herself, in the passion of their recent debate. It suits me not t o ex- 
plain w hat was the analogy th at I saw or imagined, betweeiT ^nobia's 
situ atio n amd mine; nor. ITbelieve, will the reader detect this one secret, 
hidde n j^neatE many a reye®imi"whlch perhaps concerned me less .Th 
simple truth, however, as Zenobia leaned her forehead against the rock, 
shaken with that tearless agony, it seemed to me that the self-same 
pang, with hardly mitigated torment, leaped thrilling from her heart- 
strings to my own. Was it wrong, therefore, if I felt myself consecrated 
to the priestljpod by sympathy like this, and called upon to minister to 
this woman ^s afflGTcfioh, so far as mortal could? 

But, indeed, whafxoutd mortal do for her? Nothing! The attempt 
would be a mockery and an anguish. Time, it is true, would steal away 
her grief, and bury it and the best of her heart in the same grave. But 
Destiny its elf, na ethought, in its kindljest mood^ cou^d dq noj^etter for 
Zenobia, in the way of quick relief^ than to cause the impending. rocl^o 
imp5ad~a litlleTaflKer , andnEaTl upon her head. Sol leaned against a 
tree, and listened to her sobs, in unbroken silence. She was half pros- 
trate, half kneeling, with her forehead still pressed against the rock. 
Her sobs were the only sound; she did not groan, nor give any other 
utterance to her distress. It was all involuntary. 

At length she sat up, put back her hair, and stared about her with a 
bewildered aspect, as if not distinctly recollecting the scene through 
which she had passed, nor cognizant of the situation in which it left her. 
Her face and brow were almost purple with the rush of blood. They 
whitened, however, by and by, and for some time retained this death- 
like hue. She put her hand to her forehead, with a gesture that made me 
forcibly conscious of an intense and living pain there. 

Her glance, wandering wildly to and fro, passed over me several 
times, without appearing to inform her of my presence. But, finally, a 
look of recognition gleamed from her eyes into mine. 

“Is it you. Miles Coverdale?’’ said she, smiling. “'Ah, I perceive what 
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you are about! You are turnin g this wbolie affair into a balla d. Pray let 
me hear as many stanzas as you happen to have reajS^^^ 

‘^Oh, hush, Zenobia!” I answered. ‘^Heaven knows what an ache is in 
my soul!’^ 

^llLi§,-^ enuine tragedy, is #jt rejoined Zenobia, with a sharp, 

light laugh. ^^And you are willing to allow, perhaps, that I have had 
hard measure. But it is a woman^s doom, and I have_ deserved it lik^ 
woman; so let there be no pity, as, on my part, there shall be no com- 
plaint. It is all right, now, or will shortly be so. But, Mr. CoverdaIe,T)y 
all means write this ballad, and put your souFs ache into it, and turn 
your sympathy to good account, as other poets do, and as poets must, 
unless they choose to give us glittering icicles instead of lines of fire.~As 
for the moralj it shall be distilled into the final stanza, i n a d rop of bit ^ 
ter honey.’’ 

^What shall it be, Zenobia?” I inquired, endeavoring to fall in with 
her mood. 

^‘Oh, a very old one will serve the purpose,” she replied. “There 
no new truths, mu^ as we have prided ourselves on finding some. A 
moral? Why, tnisr^hat, in the battle-field of life, the downright ^ro^, 
that would fall only on a man’^s steel head -piece, is sure to light on a 
woman’s heart, over which she wears no breast-plate, and whose wis- 
dom it is, therefore to keep but of the conflict. Or, this: That the wHoTe 
universe. Tier own sex and yours, and Providence, or Destiny, to boot, 
make common cause against the woman who swerves one hair’s-breadth, 
out of the beaten track. Yes; and add (for I may as well own it, now) 
that, with that one hair’s-breadth, she. goes all astray and never sees 
the world in its true aspect afterwards.” . J 

^^This last is too stern a moral,” I observed. “Cannot we soften it a 
little?” 

“Do it if you like, at your own peril, not on my responsibility,” she 
answered. Then, with a sudden change of subject, she went on: ‘‘After 
all, he has flung away what would have served him better than the poor, 
pale flower he kept. What can Priscilla do for him? Put passionate 
warmth into his heart, when it shall be chilled with frozen hopes? 
Strengthen his hands, when they are weary with much doing and no per- 
formance? No! but only tend towards him with a blind, instinctive love, 
and hang her little, puny weakness for a clog upon his arm ! She cannot 
even give him such sympathy as is worth the name. For will he never, 
in many an hour of darkness, need that proud intellectual sympathy 
which he might have had from me? — the sympathy that would flash 
light along his course, and guide as well as cheer him? Poor Hollings- 
worth ! Where will he find it now?’' 

“Hollingsworth has a heart of ice! ” said I, bitterly. “He is a wretch! ” 

“Do him no wrong,” interrupted Zenobia, turning haughtily upon me. 
“ Presume not to^sdmate^ man like HolIingsW-Qrtb« Jt was my fault, all 
along, and none of his TTle e rT ho^Tie never sought me. Why shouIdTEe 
seek me?^What had 1 to offerTum? A miserable, ^ruised^ and battered 



with a villain ^s! He aid well to cast me off. God be praised, he did it I 
And yet, had he trusted me, and borne with me a little longer, I would 
have saved him all this trouble.’’ 

She was silent for a time, and stood witl^her eyes fixed on the ground. 
Again raising them, her look was more mild and calm. 

‘^Miles Coverdalel ” said she. 

‘Well, Zenobia,” I responded. “Can I do you any service?” 

“Very little,” she replied. “But it is my purpose, as you may well 
imagine, to remove from Blithedale; and, most likely, I may not see 
Hollingsworth again. A woman in my position, you understand, feels 
scarcely at her ease among former friends. New faces, — unaccustomed 
looks, — those only can she tolerate. She would pine among familiar 
denies; she woula be apt tol)lush, too, under the eyes that knew her 
secret; her heart might throb uncomfortably; she would mortify her- 
self, I suppose, with foolish noti ons of h aymg.„$acrifice d the honor of her 
sex at the foot of proud, contumacious man. Poor womanhood, with Its 
^ rights and wrongs ! Here will be new matter for my course of lectures, at 
the idea of which you smiled, Mr. Coverdale, a month or two ago. But, 
as you have really a heart and sympathies, as far as they go, and as I 
shall depart without seeing Hollingsworth, I must entreat you to be a 
messenger between him and me.” 

“Willingly,” said I, wondering at the strange way in which her mind 
seemed to vibrate from the deepest earnest to mere levity. “What is the 
message?” 

“True, — what is it?” exclaimed Zenobia. “After all, I hardly know. 
On better consideration, I have no message. Tell him, — tell him some- 
thi ng pretty and pathetic, that w ill come nicelj^ and sweetly intpjyour 

soTt4jeljtaider anB^iubmi^ 


as murdered me! Tell him that I’lLha unt hin^! ”-4She 
e these words wIthThe wildest energy. — “And give him — ^ncrfgive 
Priscilla — this!” 

Thus saying, she took the jewelled flower out of her hair; and it 
struck me as the act of a queen, when worsted in a combat, discrowning 
herself, as if she found a sort of relief in abasing all her pride. 

“Bid her wear this for Zenobia’s sake,” she continued. “She is a 
pretty little creature, and will make as soft and gentle a wife as the 
veriest Bluebeard could desire. Pity that she must fade so soon! These 
delicate and puny maidens always do. Ten years hence, let Hollings- 
worth look at my face and Priscilla’s, and then choose betwixt them. 
Or, if he pleases, let him do it now.” 

How magnificently Zenobia looked as she said this! The effect of her 
beauty was even heightened by the over-consciousness and self-recogni- 
tion of it, into which, I suppose, Hollingsworth’s scorn had driven her. 
She understood the look of admiration in my face; and — Zenobia to the 
last — ^it gave her pleasure. 

“It is an endless pity,” said she, “that I had not bethought myself of 
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winning your heart, Mr. Coverdale, instead of Hollingsworth’s. I think 
I should have succeeded, and many women would have deemed you the 
worthier conquest of the two. You are certainly much the handsomest i 
man. But there is a fate in these things . And beauty, in a man, has been ! 
of litfle^ccount withlne, since my earliest girlhood, when, for once, it 
turned my head. Now, farewell I ” 

‘‘Zenobia, whither are you going?” I asked. 

“No matter where,” said she. “But I am weary of this place, and 
sick to de ath of playing a t phUanthr opy and prog ress. Of all varieties of 
mock-life, we have surSy^undered into very emptiest nio dl^n^ in 
tQ~^eXtiWsh^ one true systeni^I have done"~^tir it; and 
Blithedale must find another woman to superintend the laundry, and 
you, Mr. Coverdale, another nurse to make your gruel, the next time 
you fall ill- JtjyaSjJndeed, a fooHsl dream ! Yet it gave us some pleas-^ 
ant summer days, anST'ErigEriiopt s, while they lasted. It can do no' 
more; nor will it avail us to shed -ears over a broken bubble. Here is 
my hand! Adieu!” 

She gave me her hand, with the s ime free, whole-souled gesture as on 
the first afternoon of our acquaintance, and, being greatly moved, I be- 
thought me of no better method of expressing my deep sympathy than 
to carry it to my lips. In so doing, 1 perceived that this white hand — so 
hospitably warm when I first touched it, five months since — was now 
cold as a veritable piece of snow, 

“How very cold!” I exclaimed, holding it between both my own, with 
the vain idea of warming it. “What can be the reason? It is really death- 
like!” 

“The eternities die fir^^ they say,” answered Zenobia, laughing. 
“AnH~so you kiss this “poor, despised, rejected hand! Well, my dear 
friend, I thank you. You have reserved your homage for the fallen. Lip 
of man will never touch my hand again. I intend to become a Catholic, 
for the sake of going into a nunnery. When you next hear of Zenobia, 
her face will be behind the black veil; so look your last at it now, — for 
all is over. Once more, farewell! ” 

She withdrew her hand, yet left a lingering pressure, which I felt long 
afterwards. So intimately connected as I had been with perhaps the 
only man in whom she was ever truly interested, Zenobia loo ked on me 
as the represen tati ve of all the p ^t. and was cons ciou s that, in bidding 
me adie Uy she HFe w ise took final leave of H oll ing sworth^a Ed^ol thS 
whole epoch o T her lT?e. N ever did her beauty shine out more lustrously 
than mTBelasL ^impse that I had of her. She departed, and was soon 
hidden among the trees. 

But, whether it was the strong impression of the foregoing scene, or 
whatever else the cause, I was affected with a fantasy that Zenobia had 
not actually gone, but was still hovering about the spot and haunting it, 

I seemed to feel her eyes upon me. It was as if the vivid coloring of her 
character had left a brilliant stain upon the air. By degrees, however, 
the impression grew less distinct. I flung myself upon the fallen leaves 
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at the base of Eliotts pulpit. The sunshine withdrew up the tree-trunks, 
and flickered on the topmost boughs; gray twilight made the wood ob- 
scure; the stars brightened out; the pendent boughs became wet with 
chill autumnal dews. But I was listless, worn out with emotion on my 
own behalf and S 3 mipathy for others, and had no heart to leave my com- 
fortless lai'r beneath tFe rock. 

I must have faHeh' asleep, and had a dream, all the circumstances of 
which utterly vanished at the moment when they converged to some 
tragical catastrophe, and thus grew too powerful for the thin sphere of 
slumber that enveloped them. Starting from the ground, I found the 
risen moon shining upon the rugged face of the rock, and myself all in 
a tremble. 


xxvii 

Midnight 

It could not have been far from midnight when I came beneath Hol- 
lingsworth’s window, and, finding it open, flung in a tuft of grass with 
earth at the roots, and heard it fall upon the floor. He was either awake 
or sleeping very lightly; for scarcely a moment had gone by, before he 
looked out and discerned me standing in the moonlight. 

“Is it you, Coverdale?” he asked. “What is the matter?” 

“Come down to me, Hollingsworth!” I answered. “I am anxious to 
speak with you.” 

The strange tone of my own voice startled me, and him, probably, no 
less. He lost no time, and soon issued from the house-door, with his dress 
half arranged. 

“Again, what is the matter?” he asked, impatiently. 

“Have you seen Zenobia,” said I, “since you parted from her at 
Eliot’s pulpit?” 

“No,” answered Hollingsworth; “nor did I expect it.” 

His voice was deep, but had a tremor in it. Hardly had he spoken, 
when Silas Foster thrust his head, done up in a cotton handkerchief, out 
of another window, and took what he called — as it literally was — a 
squint at us. 

“Well, folks, what are ye about here?” he demanded. “Aha! are you 
there, Miles Coverdale? You have been turning night into day since 
you left us, I reckon ; and so you find it quite natural to come prowling 
about the house at this time o’ night, frightening my old woman out of 
her wits, and making her disturb a tired man out of his best nap. In 
with you, you vagabond, and to bed! ” 
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''Dress yourself quickly, Foster,’^ said I. "We want your assistance.’^ 

I could not, for the life of me, keep that strange tone out of my voice. 
Silas Foster, obtuse as were his sensibilities, seemed to feel the ghastly 
earnestness that was conveyed in it as well as Hollingsworth did. He 
immediately withdrew his head, and I heard him yawning, muttering to 
his wife, and again yawning heavily, while he hurried on his clothes. 
Meanwhile, I showed Hollingsworth a delicate handkerchief, marked 
with a well-known cipher, and told where I had found it, and other cir- 
cumstances, which had filled me with a suspicion so terrible that I left 
him, if he dared, to shape it out for himself. By the time, my brief ex- 
planation was finished, we were joined by Silas Foster, in his blue wool- 
len frock. 

"Well, boys,” cried he, peevishly, "what is to pay now?” 

"Tell him, Hollingsworth,” said I. 

Hollingsworth shivered, perceptibly, and drew in a hard breath betwixt 
his teeth. He steadied himself, however, and, looking the matter more 
firmly in the face than I had done, explained to Foster my suspicions, and 
the grounds of them, with a distinci ness from which, in spite of my ut- 
most efforts, my words had swerved aside. The tough-nerved yeoman, in 
his comment, put a finish on the business, and brought out the hideous 
idea in its full terror, as if he were removing the napkin from the face of a 
corpse. 

"And so you think she ’s drowned herself?” he cried. I turned away my 
face. 

"What on earth should the young woman do that for?” exclaimed Silas, 
his eyes half out of his head with mere surprise. "Why, she has more 
means than she can use or waste, and lacks nothing to make her com- 
fortable, but a husband, and that ’s an article she could have, any day. 
There ’s some mistake about this, I tell you ! ” 

"Come,” said I, shuddering; "let us go and ascertain the truth.” 

"Well, well,” answered Silas Foster; "just as you say. We’ll take the 
long pole, with the hook at the end, that serves to get the bucket out of 
the draw-well, when the rope is broken. With that, and a couple of long- 
handled hay-rakes, I ’ll answer for finding her, if she ’s anywhere to be 
found. Strange enough! Zenobia drown herself! No, no; I don’t believe 
it. She had too much sense, and too much means, and enjoyed life a great 
deal too well.” 

When our few preparations were completed, we hastened, by a shorter 
than the customary route, through fields and pastures, and across a por- 
tion of the meadow, to the particular spot on the river-bank which I had 
paused to contemplate in the course of my afternoon’s ramble. A nameless 
presentiment had again drawn me thither, after leaving Eliot’s pulpit. I 
showed my companions where I had found the handkerchief, and pointed 
to two or three footsteps, impressed into the clayey margin, and tending 
towards the water. Beneath its shallow verge, among the water-weeds 
there were further traces, as yet unobliterated by the sluggish current, 
which was there almost a stand-still. Silas Foster thrust his face down 
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dose to these footsteps, and picked up a shoe that had escaped my ob- 
servation, being half imbedded in the mud. 

‘‘There ^s a kid shoe that never was made on a Yankee last,’’ observed 
he. “I know enough of shoemaker’s craft to tell that. French manufac- 
ture; and, see what a high instep! and how evenly she trod in it! There 
I never was a woman that stept handsomer in her shoes than Zenobia did. 
^ Here,” he added, addressing Hollingsworth, “would you like to keep the 
.'ihoe?” 

Hollingsworth started back. 

“Give it to me, Foster,” said I. 

I dabbled it in the water, to rinse off the mud, and have kept it ever 
since. Not far from this spot lay an old, leaky punt, drawn up on the oozy 
river-side, and generally half full of water. It served the angler to go in 
quest of pickerel, or the sportsman to pick up his wild ducks. Setting this 
crazy bark afloat, I seated myself in the stern with the paddle, while 
Hollingsworth sat in the bows with the hooked pole, and Silas Foster 
amidships with a hay-rake. 

“It puts me in mind of my young days,” remarked Silas, “when I used 
to sted out of bed to go bobbing for hornpouts and eels. Heigh-ho! — 
well, life and death together make sad work for us all! Then I was a boy, 
bobbing for fish; and now I am getting to be an old fellow, and here I be, 
groping for a dead body! I tell you what, lads; if I thought anything had 
really happened to Zenobia, I should feel kind o’ sorrowful.” 

“I wish, at least, you would hold your tongue,” muttered I. 

The moon, that night, though past the full, was still large and oval, 
and having risen between eight and nine o’clock, now shone aslantwise 
over the river, throwing the high, opposite bank, with its woods, into deep 
shadow, but lighting up the hither shore pretty effectually. Not a ray ap- 
peared to fall on the river itself. It lapsed imperceptibly away, a broad, 
black, inscrutable depth, keeping its own secrets from the eye of man, as 
impenetrably as mid-ocean could. 

“Well, Miles Coverdale,” said Foster, “you are the helmsman. How do 
you mean to manage this business?” 

“I shall let the boat drift, broadside foremost, past that stump,” I re- 
plied. “I know the bottom, having sounded it in fishing. The shore, on this 
side, after the first step or two, goes off very abruptly; and there is a pool, 
just by the stump, twelve or fifteen feet deep. The current could not have 
force enough to sweep any sunken object, even if partially buoyant, out 
of that hollow.” 

“Come, then,” said Silas; “but I doubt whether I can touch bottom 
with this hay-r^e, if it ’s as deep as you say. Mr. Hollingsworth, I think 
you ’ll be the lucky man to-night, such luck as it is.” 

We floated past the stump. Silas Foster plied his rake manfully, poking 
it as far as he could into the water, and immersing the whole length of his 
arm besides. Hollingsworth at first sat motionless, with the hooked pole 
elevated in the air. But, by and by, with a nervous and jerky movement, 
he began to plunge it into the blackness that upbore us, setting his teeth, 
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and making precisely such thrusts, methought, as If he were stabbing at a 
deadly enemy. I bent over the side of the boat. So obscure, however, so 
^wfully mysterious, was that dark stream, that — and the thought made 
me shiver like a leaf — I might as well have t ried to look into the enigma 
of the ete rnal wo rld, toT disc over what had become of ^nobia^s soul, as 
into the river ^s depths, to find her body. And there, perhaps, she lay, with 
her face upwardTwhlle the shadow of the boat, and my own pale face 
peering downward, passed slowly betwixt her and the sky! 

Once, twice, thrice, I paddled the boat up stream, and again suffered 
it to glide, with the river’s slow, funereal motion, downward. Silas Foster 
had raked up a large mass of stuff, which, as it came towards the surface, 
looked somewhat like a flowing garment, but proved to be a monstrous 
tuft of water-weeds. Hollingsworth with a gigantic effort, upheaved a 
sunken log. When once free of the bottom, it rose partly out of water, — 
all weedy and slimy, a devilish-look mg object, which the moon had not 
shone upon for half a hundred years, — then plunged again, and sullenly 
returned to its old resting-place, for tlie remnant of the century. 

“That looked ugly!” quoth Silas. T half thought it was the Evil One, 
on the same errand as ourselves, — ^searching for Zenobia.” 

“He shall never get her,” said I, giving the boat a strong impulse. 

“That ’s not for you to say, my boy,” retorted the yeoman. “Pray God 
he never has, and never may. Slow work this, however! I should really be 
glad to find something! Pshaw! What a notion that is, when the only 
good luck would be to paddle, and drift, and poke, and grope, here- 
abouts, till morning, and have our labor for our pains! For my part, I 
should n’t wonder if the creature had only lost her shoe in the mud, and 
saved her soul alive, after all. My stars! how she will laugh at us, to-mor- 
row morning!” 

It is indescribable what an image of Zenobia — at the breakfast-table, 
full of warm and mirthful life — this surmise of Silas Foster’s brought 
before my mind. The terrible phantasm of her death was thrown by it 
into the remotest and dimmest background, where it seemed to grow as 
improbable as a myth. 

“Yes, Silas, it may be as you say,” cried I. 

The drift of the stream had again borne us a little below the stump, 
when I felt — ^yes, felt, for it was as if the iron hook had smote my breast 
— felt Hollingsworth’s pole strike some object at the bottom of the river! 
He started up, and almost overset the boat. 

“Hold on! ” cried Foster; “you have her ! ” 

Putting a fury of strength into the effort, Hollingsworth heaved amain, 
and up came a white swash to the surface of the river. It was the flow of 
a woman’s garments. A little higher, and we saw her dark hair streaming 
down the current. Black River of Death, thou hadst yielded up thy vic- 
tim I Zenobia was found 1 « 

"Site Foster laid hold of the body; Hollingsworth, likewise, grappled 
with it; and I steered towards the bank, gazing all the while at Zenobia, 
whose limbs were swaying in the current close at the boat’s side. Arriving 
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near the shore, we all three stept into the water, bore her out, and laid 
her on the ground beneath a tree. 

‘Toor child!” said Foster, — and his dry old heart, I verily believe, 
vouchsafed a tear, — “I ’m sorry for her ! ” 

Were I to describe the perfect horror of the spectacle, the reader might 
justly reckon it to me for a sin and shame. For more than twelve long 
years I have borne it in my memory, and could now reproduce it as fresh- 
ly as if it were still before my eyes. Of all modes of death, methinks it is 
the ugliest. Her wet garmen ts swathed limbs of terrible inflexibility. She 
was the marble image of a death -ago i^. Her arms had grown rigid in the 
act of struggling, and were bent before her with clenched hands; her 
knees, too, were bent, and — thank God for it! — in the attitude of prayer. 
Ah, that rigidity ! It is impossible to bear the terror of it. It seemed, — I 
must^needs impart so much of my own miserable idea, — it seemed as if 
her body must keep the same position in the coffin, and that her skeleton 
would keep it in the grave; and that when Zenobia rose at the day of 
judgment, it would be in just the same attitude as now! 

I One hope I had, and that too was mingled half with fear. She knelt as 
I if in prayer. With the last, choking consciousness, her soul, bubbling out 
( through her lips, it may be, had given itself up to the Father, reconciled 
and penitent. But her arms ! They were bent before her, as if she struggled 
against Providence in never-ending hostility. Her hands! They were 
clenched in immitigable defiance. Away with the hideous thought. The 
flitting moment after Zenobia sank into the dark pool — when her breath 
, was gone, and her soul at her lips — ^was as long, in its capacity of God^s 
infinite forgiveness, as the lifetime of the world! 

Foster bent over the body, and carefully examined it. 

‘^You have wounded the poor thing’s breast,” said he to Hollingsworth; 
“close by her heart, too! ” 

“Ha! ” cried Hollingsworth, with a start. 

And so he had, indeed, both before and after death ! 

“See!” said Foster. “That’s the place where the iron struck her. It 
looks cruelly, but she never felt it ! ” 

He endeavored to arrange the arms of the corpse decently by its side. 
His utmost strength, however, scarcely sufficed to bring them down ; and 
rising again, the next instant, they bade him defiance, exactly as before. 
He made another effort, with the same result. 

“In God’s name, Silas Foster,” cried I, with bitter indignation, “let 
that dead woman alone!” 

“Why, man, it ’s not decent!” answered he, staring at me in amaze- 
ment. “I can’t bear to see her looking so! Well, well,” added he, after a 
third effort, “ ’t is of no use, sure enough; and we must leave the women 
to do their best with her, after we get to the house. The sooner that ’s 
done, the better.” 

We took two rails from a neighboring fence, and formed a bier by lay- 
ing across some boards from the bottom of the boat. And thus we bore 
Zenobia homeward. Six hours before, how beautiful! At midnight, what a 
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horror! A reflection occurs to me that will show ludicrously, I doubt not, 
on my page, but must come in, for its sterling truth. Being the woman 
that she was, could Zenobia have foreseen all these ugly circumstances of 
death, — how ill it would become her, the altogether unseemly aspect 
which she must put on, and especially old Silas Foster’s efforts to im- 
prove the matter, — ^she would no more have committed the dreadful act 
than have exhibited herself to a public assembly in a badly fitting gar- 
ment! Zenobia, I have often thought, was not quite simple in her death. 
She had seen pictures, I suppose, of drowned persons in lithe and grace- 
ful attitudes. And she deemed it well and decorous to die as so many vil- 
lage maidens have, wronged in their first love, and seeking peace in the 
bosom of the old familiar stream, — ^so familiar that they could not dread 
it, — where, in childhood, they used to bathe their little feet, wading mid- 
leg deep, unmindful of wet skirts. BaHn Zenobia’s case there was some, 
tint of the Arcadian affectation that had been visible enoug h in all om 
liverforajew^^^^ past. 

This, however, to my conception, lakes nothing from the tragedy. For, 
has not the world come to an awful y sophisticated pass, when, after a 
certain degree of acquaintance with it, we cannot even put ourselves to 
death in whole-hearted simplicity? 

Slowly, slowly, with many a dreary pause, — resting the bier often on 
some rock or balancing it across a mossy log, to take fresh hold, — we 
bore our burden onward through the moonlight, and at last laid Zenobia 
on the floor of the old farm-house. By and by came three or four withered 
women, and stood whispering around the corpse, peering at it through 
their spectacles, holding up their skinny hands, shying their night-cap- 
ped heads, and taking counsel of one another’s experience what was to be 
done. 

With those tire-women we left Zenobia. 


XXVIII 

Blithedale Pasture 

Blithedale, thus far in its progress, had never found the necessity of a 
burial-ground. There was some consultation among us in what spot 
Zenobia might most fitly be laid. It was my own wish that she should 
sleep at the base of Eliot’s pulpit, and that on the rugged front of the 
rock the name by which we familiarly knew her, — Zenobia, — and not an- 
other word, should be deeply cut, and left for the moss and lichens to fill 
up at their long leisure. But Hollingsworth (to whose ideas on this point 
great deference was due) made it his request that her grave might be dug 
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on the gently sloping hill-side, in the wide pasture, where, as we once sup- 
posed, Zenobia and he had planned to build their cottage. And thus it 
was done, accordingly. 

She was buried very much as other people have been for hundreds of 
years gone by. In anticipation of a death, we Blithedale colonists had 
sometimes set our fancies at work to arrange a funereal ceremony, which 
should be the proper symbolic expression of our spiritual faith and eternal 
hopes; and this we meant to substitute for those customary rites which 
were moulded originally out of the Gothic gloom, and by long use, like 
an old velvet pall, have so much more than their first death-smell in them. 
But when the occasion came we found it the simplest and truest thing, 
after all, to content ourselves with the old fashion, taking away what w e 
could y. but interp olating h o novelties, and partic ularly avoidi ng all fr ip- 
pery of flowers anSTcheerfin e^ The procession moved from the 

farm-house. Nearest the dead walked an old man in deep mourning, his 
face mostly concealed in a white handkerchief, and with Priscilla leaning 
on his arm. Hollingsworth and myself came next. We all stood around the 
narrow niche in the cold earth ; all saw the coffin lowered in ; all heard the 
rattle of the crumbly soil upon its lid, — that final sound, which mortality 
awakens on the utmost verge of sense, as if in the vain hope of bringing an 
echo from the spiritual world. 

I noticed a stranger , — a stranger to most of those present, though 
known to me, — ^who, after the coffin had descended, took up a handful of 
earth, and flung it first into the grave. I had given up Hollingsworth's 
4rm, and now found myself near this man. 

‘Tt was an idle thing — a foolish thing — for Zenobia to do," said he. 
“She was the last woman in the world to whom death could have been 
necessary. It was too absurd ! I have no patience with her." 

“Why so?" I inquired, smothering my horror at his cold comment, in 
my eager curiosity to discover some tangible truth as to his relation with 
Zenobia. “If any crisis could justify the sad wrong she offered to herself, 
it was surely that in which she stood. Everything -had Tailed her; pros- 
perity in the world ’^.sense^ior her opulence was gone, — the heart’s pros- 
pe rity, in love^And there was a secret burden on her, the nature of which 
^ is best known to you. Young as she was, she had tried life fully, had no 
more to hope, and something, perhaps, to fear. Had Providence taken her 
away in its own holy hand, I should have thought it the kindest dispensa- 
tion that could be awarded to one so wrecked." 

“You mistake the matter completely," rejoined Westervelt. 

“What, then, is your own view of it?" I asked. 

“Her mind was active, and various in its powers," said he. “Her heart 
had a manifold adaptation ; her constitution an infinite buoyancy, which 
(had she possessed only a little patience to await the reflux of her troub- 
les) would have borne her upward triumphantly for twenty years to 
come. Her beauty would not have waned — or scarcely so, and surely not 
beyond the reach of art to restore it — ^in all that time. She had life’s sum- 
mer all before her, and a hundred varieties of brilliant success. What an 
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actress Zenobia might have been! It was one of her least valuable capa- 
bilities. How forcibly she might have wrought upon the world, either di- 
rectly in her own person, or by her influence upon some man, or a series 
of men, of controlling genius! Every prize that could be worth a woman’s 
having — and many prizes which other women are too timid to desire — 
lay within Zenobia’s reach.” 

“In all this,” I observed, “there would have been nothing to satisfy her 
heart.” 

“ Her heart !” answered Westervelt, contemptuously. “ That t r ouble - 
some or gan (as she had hitherto found it) would have been keptTn ils 
due place an d degree^jind^haye had all the gratificat io^t could tairly 
claim, would soon have establlsh«‘d a control over itTEove had fallea 
Her^you say. Had it never ^failed her beforeZ-YeLshe-survived it, and 
loved again, — possibly not once ak*ne, nor twice either. And now to 
drown herself for yonder dreamy philanthropist! ” 

“Who are you,” I exclaimed, indignantly, “that dare to speak thus of 
the dead? You seem to intend a eulogy, yet leave out whatever was 
noblest in her, and blacken while you mean to praise. I have long con- 
sidered you as Zenobia’s evil fate, "^^our sentiments confirm me in the 
idea, but leave me still ignorant as io the mode in which you have in- 
fluenced he^ life. The connection may have been indissoluble, except by 
death. Then, indeed, — always in th(* hope of God’s infinite mercy, — I 
cannot deem it a misfortune that she sleeps in yonder grave! ” 

“No matter what I was to her,” he answered, gloomily, yet without 
actual emotion. “She is now beyond my reach. Had she lived, and hark- 
ened to my counsels, we might have served each other well. But there 
Zenobia lies in yonder pit, with the dull earth over her. Twenty years pf a 
brilliant lifetime thrown away for a mere woman’s whim ! ” IaJ ^ * \.i 

Heaven deal with WestervelL^ccording to his nature and deserts! — 
that is to say, annihilate himiHe w as altogether earthy, worldly , made 
f or ;^nr^ ifQ incapabre— ex^pt by a sort of dimTe=-" 

flection caught from other minds — of so mucTi as^ne spiritu^t 
\^^t^er s^in^ Zenobia^^^ was caught froni him ijor does it seldom 
happeiiThar a character of admirable qualities los^its better life be- 
cause the atmosphere that should sustain it is rendered poisonous by such 
breath as this man mingled with Zenobia’s. Yet his reflec tio ns possessed 
t heir share of truth . It w as a..woful though t, that a woman o f Z enobffs 
diversified capacity shou l d ha ve fancie d hersel f irretrievably defeated on 
tlSnSroa^ Bat3e-field of life, and with no ref uge, save to fall on her own 
swot^J, merely becaUsfe~Tlbve^ gone against her. I t is nonsense, and a 
miserable wrong,— the result, like so many others, of masculine egotism, 
— that the success or failure of woman’s existence shquld be made to de- 
peijjlja^ pIIyTrip^ of affection, whilq^^igp^ 

has such a muTtif^^ of oth er chanc es, that this seems but an incid^t, 
^6 r its own sake,Trit"wiir3o no more, the world should throw opeiTill 
its avenues to lhe passport of a woman’s bleeding hea rtT] 

TS we stood around the grave. I looked often towaHIs Priscilla, dread- 
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ing to see her wholly overcome with grief. And deeply grieved, in truth, 
she was. But a character so simply constituted as hers has room only for 
a single predominant affection. No other feeling can touch the heart’s in- 
most core, nor do it any deadly mischief. Thus, while we see that such a 
being responds to every breeze with tremulous vibration, and imagine 
that she must be shattered by the first rude blast, we find her retaming 
her equilibrium amid shocks that might have overthrown many a sturdier 
frame. So with Priscilla; her one possible misfortune was Hollingsworth’s 
unkindness; and that was destined never to befall her, — never yet, at 
least, for Priscilla has not died. 

But Hollingsworth! After all the evil that he did, are we to leave him 
thus, blest with the entire devotion of this one true heart, and with wealth 
at his disposal to execute the long-contemplated project that had led him 
so far astray? What retribution is there here? My mind being vexed with 
precisely this query, I made a journey, some years since, for the sole pur- 
pose of catching a last glimpse of Hollingsworth, and judging for mj^sclf 
whether he were a happy man or no. I learned that he inhabited a small 
cottage, that his way of life was exceedingly retired, and that my only 
chance of encountering him or Priscilla was to meet them in a secluded 
lane, where, in the latter part of the afternoon, they were accustomed to 
walk. I did meet them, accordingly. As they approached me, I observed in 
Hollingsworth’s face a depressed and melancholy look, that seemed 
habitual; the powerfully built man showed a self-distrustful weakness, 
and a childlike or childish tendency to press close, and closer still, to the 
side of the slender woman whose arm was within his. In Priscilla’s man- 
ner there was a protective and watchful quality, as if she felt herself the 
guardian of her companion; but, likewise, a deep, submissive, unques- 
tioning reverence, and also a veiled happiness in her fair and quiet 
countenance. 

Drawing nearer, Priscilla recognized me, and gave me a kind and 
friendly smile, but with a slight gesture, which I could not help interpret- 
ing as an entreaty not to make myself known to Hollingsworth. Neverthe- 
less, an impulse took possession of me, and compelled me to address him. 

‘T have come, Hollingsworth,” said I, ^^to view your grand edifice for 
the reformation of criminals. Is it finished yet?” 

'^No, nor begun,” answered he, without raising his eyes. “A very small 
one answers all my purposes.” 

Priscillalthrew me an upbraiding glance. But I spoke again, with a bit- 
ter and revengeful emotion, as if flinging a poisoned arrow at Hollings- 
worth’s heart. 

“Up to this moment,” I inquired, “how many criminals have you re- 
form^?” ^ 

^T!^ot one,” said Hollingsworth, with his eyes still fixed on the ground. 
“Ever since we parted, I have been busy with a single murderer.^’ “ 

Then the tears gushed into my eyes, and I forgave him ; for I remem- 
bered the wild energy, the passionate shriek, with which Zenobia had 
spoken those words, — “Tell him he has murdered me! Tell him that I’ll 
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haunt himP’ — ^and I knew what murderer he meant, and whose vindic- 
tive shadow dogged the side where Priscilla was not. 

The moral which presents itself to my reflections, as drawn from Hol- 
lingsworth’s character and errors, is simply this, — that, admitting what 
is called philanthropy, when adopted as a profession, to be often useful 
by its en ^geti^mpuIsen[o'^cgy perilousjt^i^e indiyid^ 

wh ose ru l ing pa ssion, in one exclusive channel, it thus be comes . It ruins, 
or is f earfu lly a pt foTum7 ffi’e he^^^^ tFe rIcE juice^bf whi ch G od never 
m eant should be pressed” violently out, and distilled into alcoholic liquor, 
^ an urmaturaT prdce^^ render life sweet, bTanHTand gaftl'y 

Eeneficent, and insensibly influence other hearts and other lives to the 
same blessed end. I see in Hollingsw orth an exemplification of the most 
awful truth in Bunyan’s book of such, — from the very gate of heaven 
there is a by-way to the pit! 

But, all this while, we have been standing by Zenobia’s grave. T have 
never since beheld it, but make no c uestion that the grass grew all the 
better, on that little parallelogram o pasture-land, for the decay of the 
beautiful woman who slept beneath. Eow Nature seems to love us! And 
how readily, nevertheless, without a ^igh or a complaint, she converts us 
to a meaner purpose, when her highest one — that of a conscious intel- 
lectual life and sensibility — has been untimely balked! While Zenobia 
lived. Nature was proud of her, and directed all eyes upon that radiant 
presence, as her fairest handiwork. Zenobia perished. Will not Nature 
shed a tear? Ah, no! — ^she adopts the calamity at once into her system, 
and is just as well pleased, for aught we can see, with the tuft of ranker 
vegetation that grew out of Zenobia’s heart, as with all the beauty which 
has bequeathed us no earthly representative except in this crop of weeds. 
It is be cause the spirit is inestimable that the lifdess body is ^JitUc 
vSlueHr 


XXIX 

Miles Coverdale’s Confession 

It remains only to say a few words about myself. Not improbably, the 
reader might be willing to spare me the trouble ; for I have made but a 
poor and dim figure in my own narrative, establishing no separate in- 
terest, and suffering my colorless life to take its hue from other lives. But 
one still retains some little consideration for one’s self; so I keep these 
last two or three pages for my individual and sole behoof. 

But what, after all, have I to tell? Nothing, nothing, nothing! I left 
Blithedale within the week after Zenobia’s death, and went back thither 
no more. The whole soil of our farm, for a long time afterwards, seemed 
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but the sodded earth over her grave. I could not toil there, nor live upon 
its products. Often, however, in these years that are darkening around 
me, I remember our beautiful scheme of a noble and unselfish life; and 
how fair, in that first summer, appeared the prospect that it mT^t en- 
dure for generations, and be perfected, as the ages rolled away, into the 
system of a people and a world! Were my former associates now theie, — 
were there only three or four of those true-hearted men still laboring in 
the sun, — I sometimes fancy that I should direct my world-weary foot- 
steps thitherward, and entreat them to receive me, for old friendship's 
sake. More and more I feel that we had struck upon what ought to be a 
truth.Tbsterity 7nliy-^ig it up, an d profit by it . The expe nment,^solFa r 
^its original pro je'Sors were ^nc5F ned, proyed^long ago, al ailui^ first 
la_psing into Jour lelTsm/andndym gr^ It jyeirj^ inlideTitv 

to its own higher spirit . Where once we tolled with our whole hopeful 
hearts, the town-paupers, aged, nerveless, and disconsolate, creep slug- 
gishly afield, Alas, what faith is requisite to bear up against such results 
of generous effort! 

My subsequent life has passed, — I was going to say happily, — ^but, at 
all events, tolerably enough. I am now at middle age, — ^well, well, a step 
or two beyond the midmost point, and I care not a fig who knows it ! — a 
bachelor, with no very decided purpose of ever being otherwise. I have 
been twice to Europe, and spent a year or two rather agreeably at each 
visit. Being well to do in the world, and having nobody but myself to care 
for, I live very much at my ease, and fare sumptuously every day. As for 
.;)oetry, I have given it up, notwithstanding that Dr. Griswold — ^as the 
reader, of course, knows — ^has placed me at a fair elevation among our 
minor minstrelsy, on the strength of my pretty little volume, published 
ten years ago. As regards hu man pro gress^ (in ^ite oi m y irrepressibl e 
yearning over the Blith edale reminiscenceal^ let tEern bdieve i n it who 
c^, and aidin it who choose. If I could earnestly do either, it might be 
all the better for my comfort. ^ Hol^gswortb. .once tol d_me. I la ck a 

very same ing r^ienf^Tl^^want ^ o which, T oc-ra-^iQna.ny suspe c^ has 
^dered my ow n Trfe"Sr7^n easiness. I by no means wish to die. Yet, 
tBef e‘ any' cause, in this ^ole chaos of human struggle, worth a 
sane man’s dying for, and which my death would benefit, then — provided, 
however, the effort did not involve an unreasonable amount of trouble. — 
methinks I might be bold to offer up my life .^If Kossuth , for example, 
would pitch the battlefield of Hungarian rights within an easy ride of my 
abode, and choose a mild, sunny morning, after breakfast, for the conflict. 
Miles Coverdale would gladly be his man, for one brave rush upon the 
levelled bayonets. Further than that, I should be loath to pledge myself. 

I exaggerate my own defects. The reader must not take my own word 
focJtf nor believe me altogether changed from the young man who on c e 
ho ped strenu ously y'^a^d struggled not so much ariiiss. Frostier headstEan 
mine have^gatned honor in the world; frostier hearts have imbibed new 
warmth, and been newly happy. Life, however, it must be owned, has 
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come to rather an idle pass with me. Would my friends like to know what 
brought it thither? There is one secret, — I have concealed it all along, 
and never meant to let the least whisper of it escape, — one foolish little 
secret, which possibly may have had something to do with these inactive 
years of meridian manhood, with my bachelorship, with the unsatisfied 
retrospect that I fling back on life, and my listless glance towards the fu- 
ture. Shall I reveal it? It is an absurd thing for a man in his afternoon, — 
a man of the world, moreover, with these three white hairs in his brown 
mustache and that deepening track of a crow’s-foot on each temple, — ^an 
absurd thing ever to have happened, and quite the absurdest for an old 
bachelor, like me, to talk about. But it rises to my throat; so let it come. 

I perceive, moreover, that the confession, brief as it shall be, will 
throw a gleam of light over my behavior throughout the foregoing inci- 
dents, and is, indeed, essential to the full understanding of my story. The 
reader, therefore, since I have disck sed so much, is entitled to this one 
word more. As I write it, he will char tably sii'ppose me to blush, and turn 
away my face: — 

I — I myself — was in love — with — '^RiscitjLAl 
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THE MARBLE FAUN 

OR 

THE ROMANCE OF MONTE BENI 




Preface 


It is now seven or eight years (so many, at all events, that I cannot pre^ 
cisely remember the epoch) since the author of this romance last ap^ 
peared before the Public. It had grown to be a custom with him to intro- 
duce each of his humble publications with a familiar kind of preface, ad- 
dressed nominally to the Public at large, but really to a character with 
whom he felt entitled to use far great s freedom. He meant it for that one 
congenial friend, — more comprehenMve of his purposes, more appreci- 
ative of his success, more indulgent of his shortcomings, and, in dl re- 
spects, closer and kinder than a brotl.er, — that all-sympathizing critic, in 
short, whom an author never actual! v meets, but to whom he implicitly 
makes his appeal whenever he is cons aous of having done his best. 

The antique fashion of Prefaces ^ecognized this genial personage as 
the “Kind Reader,” the “Gentle R(‘adef,” the “Beloved,” the “Indul- 
gent,” or, at coldest, the “Honored Reader,” to whom the prim old.au- 
thor was wont to m^e his preliminary explanations and apologies, with 
theTertainty that they would be favorably received. I never personally 
encountered, nor corresponded through the post with this representative 
essence of all delightful and desirable qualities which a reader can possess. 
But, fortunately for myself, I never therefore concluded him to be merely 
a mythic character. I had always a sturdy faith in his actual existence, 
and wrote for him year after year, during which the great eye of the Pub- 
lic (as well it might) almost utterly overlooked my small productions. 

Unquestionably, this gentle, kind, benevolent, indulgent, and most 
beloved and honored Reader did once exist for me, and (in spite of the in- 
finite chances against a letter^s reaching its destination without a definite 
address) duly received the scrolls which I flung upon whatever wind was 
blowing, in the faith that they would find him out. But, is he extant now? 
In these many years, since he last heard from me, may he not have 
deemed his earthly task accomplished, and have withdrawn to the para' 
dise of gentle readers, wherever it may be, to the enjoyments of whici hisJ 
kindly charity on my behalf must surely have entitled him? I have a sad 
foreboding that this may be the truth. The “Gentle Reader,” in the case* 
of any individual author, is apt to be extremely short-lived; he seldom 
outlasts a literary fashion, and, except in very rare instances, closes his 
weary eyes before the writer has half done with him. If I find him at all, it 
will probably be under some mossy-gravestone, inscribed with a hdf- 
obliterated name which I shall never recognize. 

Therefore, I have little heart or confidence (especially, writing as I 
do, in a foreign land, and after a long, long absence from my own) to pre* 
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sume upon the existence of that friend of friends, that unseen brother of 
the soul, whose apprehensive sympathy has so often encouraged me to be 
egotistical in my prefaces, careless though unkindly eyes should skim 
over what was never meant for them. I stand upon ceremony now; and, 
after stating a few particulars about the work which is here offered to the 
Public, must make my most reverential bow, and retire behin i the 
curtain. 

This Romance was sketched out during a residence of considerable 
length in Italy, and has been rewritten and prepared for the press in Eng- 
land. The author proposed to himself merely to write a fanciful story, 
evolving a thoughtful moral, and did not propose attempting a portrait- 
life of Italian manners and character. He has lived too long abroad not to 
be aware that a foreigner seldom acquires that knowledge of a country at 
once flexible and profound, which may justify him in endeavoring to 
idealize its traits. 

Italy, as the site of his Romance, w^s chiefly valuable to him as af- 
fording a sort of poetic or fairy precinct, where actualities would not be 
'Ifeo terlrlbly insisted upon as they are, and must needs be, in America. No 
author, without a trial, can conceive of the difficulty of writing a romance 
^Cbout a country where there is no shadow, no antiquity, no mystery, nc 
picturesque and gloomy wrong, nor anything but a commonplace pros- 
perity, in broad and simple daylight, as is happily the case with my dear 
native land. It will be very long, I trust, before romance-writers may find 
^hgemal and easily handled themes, either in the annals of our stalwart 
republic, or in any characteristic and probable events of our individual 
lives. Romance and poetry, ivy, lichens, and wall-flowers, need ruin to 
make tfiem grow. 

* *^In rewriting these volumes, the author was somewhat surprised to see 
the extent to which he had introduced descriptions of various Italian ob- 
jects, antique, pictorial, and statuesque. Yet these things fill the mind 
everywhere in Italy, and especially in Rome, and cannot easily be kept 
from flowing out upon the page when one writes freely, and with self- 
enjoyment. And, again, while reproducing the book, on the broad and 
dreary sands of Redcar, with the gray German Ocean tumbling in upon 
me, and the northern blast always howling in my ears, the complete 
change of scene made these Italian reminiscences shine out so vividly 
that I could not find it in my heart to cancel them. 

An act of justice remains to be performed towards two men of genius 
with whose productions the author has allowed himself to use a quite un- 
warrantable freedom. Having imagined a sculptor in this Romance, it 
was necessary to provide him with such works in marble as should be in 
keeping with the artistic ability which he was supposed to possess. With 
this view, the author laid felonious hands upon a certain bust of Milton, 
and a statue of a pearl-diver, which he found in the studio of Mr. Paul 
Akers, and secretly conveyed them to the premises of his imaginary 
friend, in the Via Frezza. Not content even with these spoils, he com- 
mitted a further robbery upon a magnificent statue of Cleopatra, the pro- 
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duction of Mr. William W. Story, an artist whom his country and the 
world will not long fail to appreciate. He had thoughts of appropriating, 
likewise, a certain door of bronze by Mr. Randolph Rogers, represent- 
ing the history of Columbus in a series of admirable bas-reliefs, but was 
deterred by an unwillingness to meddle with public property. Were he 
capable of stealing from a lady, he would certainly have made free with 
Miss Hosmer’s admirable statue of Zenobia. 

He now wishes to restore the above-mentioned beautiful pieces of 
sculpture to their proper owners, with many thanks, and the avowal of 
his sincere admiration. What he has said of them in the Romance does 
not partake of the fiction in which they are imbedded, but expresses his 
genuine opinion, which, he has little doubt, will be found in accordance 
with that of the Public. It is, perhaps, unnecessary to say, that, while 
stealing their designs, the Author has not taken a similar liberty with the 
personal characters of either of these gifted sculptors; his own man of 
marble being entirely imaginary. 

Leamington, December 15, 1859. 
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CHAPTER I 

Miriam, Hilda, Kknyon, Donatello 

Four individuals, in whose fortunes we should be glad to interest the 
reader, happened to be standing in one of the saloons of the sculpture 
gallery in the Capitol at Rome. It was that room (the first, after ascend- 
ing the staircase) in the centre of which reclines the noble and most 
pathetic fi^ure_pf. the .Dyii^ Gladiat >r, just sinkiTtg-mto his death-swoon. 
Around the walls stand the AnfihOtP;, thP Amazon, the Lycian Apollo, the 
Juno; all famous productions of ar tique sculpture, and still shining in 
the undiminished majesty and beauty of their ideal life, although the 
marble that embodies them is yellow' with time, and perhaps corroded by 
the damp earth in which they lay buried for centuries. Here, likewise, is 
seen a symbol (as apt at this moment as it was two thousand years ago) 
of the Human Sou l, with its choice of Innocence or Evil close at.hand^ in 
tTie]prH!y"ffgure of a child, 'clasping a dove to her bosom, but assaulted by 
a snake." 

'^Frofn one of the windows of this saloon, we may see a flight of broad 
stone steps, descending alongside the antique and massive foundation of 
the Capitol, towards the battered triumphal arch of Septimius Severus, 
right below. Farthet on, the eye skirts along the e(Ige'“af -the xiesolate 
Forum (where Roman washer-women hang out their linen to the sun), 
passing 'ovTf'a“ '3iapHess*c^^ 6'f ft ‘Edifices, pited^ffi up 

with ancient brick and stone, and over the domes of Christian churches, 
built on the old pavements of heathen temples, and supported by the very 
pillars that once upheld them. At a distance beyond — yet but a little way, 
considering how much history is heaped into the intervening space — 
rises the great sweep of the Coliseum, with the blue sky brightening 
through its upper tier of arches. Far off, the view is shut in by the Alban 
Mountains, looking just the same, amid all this decay and change, as 
when Romulus gazed thitherward oveFhisTiarf-fihisEi^ wal^ — — — 
We glance hastily at these things, — at this bright sky, and those blue 
distant mountains, and at the ruiQSyJBteisea^-ReHtfta^-Ch^ v e n - 
emble with a^hrppfnlf^ptigmiy^ at the company of world-famous 
statues mTKe*saloon^in the hope of putting the reader into that state 
of feeling which is experienced oftenest at Rome. It is a vague sense of 
ponderous remembrances ; a perception of such weight and density in a 
by-^ruae life, of which this spot was the centre, that the present moment 
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\S ptcsscd down or crowded out, and our individual affairs and interests 
are but ball as real here as elsewhere. Viewed through this medium, our 
narrative — ^into which are woven some airy and unsubstantial threads, 
intermixed with others, twisted out of the commonest stuff of human 
existence — may seem not widely different from the texture of all our 
lives. 

Side by side with the massiveness of the Roman Past, all matters tnat 
we handle or dream of nowadays look evanescent and visionary alike. 

It might be that the four persons whom we are seeking to introduce 
were conscious of this dreamy character of the present, as compared with 
the square blocks of granite wherewith the Romans built their lives. 
Perhaps it even contributed to the fanciful merriment which was just now 
their mood. When we find ourselves fading into shadows and unrealities, 
it seems hardly worth while to be sad, but rather to laugh as gayly as we 
may, and ask little reason wherefore. 

Of these four friends of ours, three were artists, or connected with art; 
and, At this moment, they had been simultaneously struck by a resem- 
blance between one of the antique statues, a well-known masterpiece of 
Grecian sculpture, and a young Italian, the fourth member of their party. 

^‘You must needs confess, Kenyon,’’ said a dark-eyed young woman, 
whom her friends called Miriam, ^‘that you never chiselled out of marble, 
nor wrought in clay, a more vivid likeness than this, cunning a bust- 
maker as you think yourself. The portraiture is perfect in character, senti- 
ment, and feature. If it were a picture, the resemblance might be half il- 
lusive and imaginary; but here, in this Pentelic marble, it is a substantial 
fact, and may be tested by absolute touch and measurement. Our friend 
Dona tello is the very Faun of Praxiteles. Is it not true, Hilda?” 

‘‘Not quite — ^almost — ^yes, I really think so,” replied Hilda, a slender, 
brown-haired, New England girl, whose perceptions of form and ex- 
pression were wonderfully clear and delicate. “If there is any difference 
between the two faces, the reason may be, I suppose, that the Faun dwelt 
in woods and fields, and consorted with his like; whereas, Donatello has 
known cities a little, and such people as ourselves. But the resemblance is 
very close, and very strange.” 

“Not so strange,” whispered Miriam, mischievously; “for no Faun in 
Arcadia was ever a greater simpleton than Donatello. He has hardly a 
man’s share of wit, small as that may be. It is a pity there are no longer 
any of this congenial race of rustic creatures for our friend to consort 
with!” 

“Hush, naughty one!” returned Hilda. “You are very ungrateful, for 
you well know he has wit enough to worship you, at all events.” 

“Then the greater fool he! ” said Miriam, so bitterly that Hilda’s quiet 
eyes were somewhat startled. 

“Donatello, my dear friend,” said Kenyon, in Italian, “pray gratify 
us all by taking the exact attitude of this statue.” 

The young man laughed, and threw himself into the position in which 
the statue has been standing for two or three thousand years. In truth. 
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allowing for the difference of costume, and if a lion^s skin could have been 
substituted for his modern talma, and a rustic pipe for his stick, Donatello 
might have figured perfectly as the marble Faun, miraculously softened 
into flesh and blood. 

^^Yes; the resemblance is wonderful,’^ observed Kenyon, after examin- 
ing the marble and the man with the accuracy of a sculptor’s eye. ^‘There 
is one point, however, or, rather, two points, in respect to which our 
friend Donatello’s abundant curls will not permit us to say whether the 
likeness is carried into minute detail.” 

And the sculptor directed the attention of the party to the ears of the 
beautiful statue which they were contemplating. 

But we must do more than merely refer to this exquisite work of art; 
it must be described, however inadequate may be the effort to express its 
magic peculiarity in words. 

The Faun is the marble image o a young man, leaning his right arm on 
the trunk or stump of a tree; om hand hangs carelessly by his side; in 
the other he holds the fragment of a pipe, or some such sylvan instrument 
of music. His only garment — a lion’s skin, with the claws upon his 
shoulder — falls half-way down hss back, leaving the limbs and entire 
front of the figure nude. The form, thus displayed, is marvellously grace- 
ful, but has a fuller and more rounded outline, more flesh, and less of he- 
roic muscle, than the old sculptors were wont to assign to their types of 
masculine beauty. The character of the face corresponds with the figure; 
it is most agreeable in outline and feature, but rounded and somewhat 
voluptuously developed, especially about the throat and chin ; the nose is 
almost straight, but very slightly curves inward, thereby acquiring an in- 
describable charm of geniality and humor. The mouth, with its full yet 
delicate lips, seems so nearly to smile outright, that it calls forth a re- 
sponsive smile. The whole statue — unlike anything else that ever was 
wrought in that severe material of marble — conveys the idea of an ami- 
able and sensual creature, easy, mirthful, apt for jollity, yet not incapable 
of being touched by pathos. It is impossible to gaze long at this stone im- 
age without conceiving a kindly sentiment towards it, as if its substance 
were warm to the touch, and imbued with actual life. It comes very close 
to some of our pleasantest sympathies. 

Perhaps it is the very lack of moral severity, of any high and heroic in- 
gredient in the character of the Faun, that makes it so delightful an ob- 
ject to the human eye and to the frailty of the human heart. The being 
here represented is endowed with no principle of virtue, and would be in- 
capable of comprehending such ; but he would be true and honest by dint 
of his simplicity. We should expect from him no sacrifice or effort for an 
abstract cause; there is not an atom of martyr’s stuff in all that softened 
marble; but he has a capacity for strong and warm attachment, and 
might act devotedly through its impulse, and even die for it at need. It 
is possible, too, that the Faun might be educated through the medium of 
his emotions, so that the coarser animal portion of his nature might 
eventually be thrown into the background, though never utterly expelled. 
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The animal nature, indeed, is a most essential part of the Faunas com- 
position; for the characteristics of the brute creation meet and combine 
with those of humanity in this strange yet true and natural conception 
of antique poetry and art. Praxiteles has subtly diffused throughout his 
work that mute mystery which so hopelessly perplexes us whenever we 
attempt to gain an intellectual or sympathetic knowledge of the lower 
orders of creation. The riddle is indicated, however, only by two definite 
signs; these are the two ears of the Faun, which are leaf-shaped, terminate 
ing in little peaks, like those of some species of animals. Though not so 
seen in the marble, they are probably to be considered as clothed in fine, 
downy fur. In the coarser representations of this class of mythological 
creatures, there is another token of brute kindred, — a certain caudal ap- 
pendage; which, if the Faun of Praxiteles must be supposed to possess it 
at all, is hidden by the lion’s skin that forms his garment. The pointed and 
furr y ears, therefore, are the sole indications of his wild, forest nature. 

Only a sculptor of the finest imagmation, the most delicate taste, the 
sweetest feeling, and the rarest artistic skill — in a word, a sculptor and a 
poet too — could have first dreamed of a Faun in this guise, and then 
have succeeded in imprisoning the sportive and frisky thing in marble. 
Neither man nor animal, and yet no monster, but a being in whom both 
races meet on friendly ground. The idea grows coarse as we handle it, 
and hardens in our grasp. But, if the spectator broods long over the statue, 
he will be conscious of its spell ; all the pleasantness of sylvan life, all the 
genial and happy characteristics of creatures that dwell in woods and 
fields, will seem to be mingled and kneaded into one substance, along 
with the kindred qualities in the human soul. Trees, grass, flowers, wood- 
land streamlets, cattle, deer, and unsophisticated man. The essence of all 
these was compressed long ago, and still exists, within that discolored 
marble surface of the Faun of Praxiteles. 

And, after all, the idea may have been no dream, but rather a poet’s 
reminiscence of a period when man’s affinity with nature was more strict., 
^d his fellowship with every living thing more intimate and dear. 


CHAPTER H 

The Faun 

^^DoNATi|tLO,” playfully cried Miriam, “do not leave us in this perplex- 
ity! Shalijfe aside those brown curls, my friend, and let us see whether this 
marvelljAs resemblance extends to the very tips of the ears. If so, we shall 
like yo\^l the be|ter I ” 

dearest signorina,” answered Donatello, laughing, but with a 
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certain earnestness. entreat you to take the tips of my ears for 
granted.’^ As he spoke, the young Italian made a skip and jump, light 
enough for a veritable faun ; so as to place himself quite beyond the reach 
of the fair hand that was outstretched, as if to settle the matter by actual 
examination. “I shall be like a wolf of the Apennines,’’ he continued, tak- 
ing his stand on the other side of the Dying Gladiator, ‘4f you touch my 
ears ever so softly. None of my race could endure it. It has always been a 
tender point with my forefathers and me.” 

He spoke in Italian, with the Tuscan rusticity of accent, and an un- 
shaped sort of utterance, betokening that he must heretofore have been 
chiefly conversant with rural peo[)le. 

^Well, well,” said Miriam, “your tender point — ^your two tender points, 
if you have them — shall be saf^i, so far as I am concerned. But how 
strange this likeness is, after all! and how delightful, if it really includes 
the pointed ears! Oh, it is impossible, of course,” she continued, in Eng- 
lish, ^^with a real and commonpl ice young man like Donatelh^; but you 
see how this peculiarity defines t le position of the Faun; and, while put- 
ting him where he cannot exacth assert his brotherhood, still disposes us 
kindly towards the kindred creature. He is not supernatural, but just on 
the verge of nature, and yet withm it. What is the nameless charm of this 
idea, Hilda? You can feel it more delicately than I.” 

^Tt perplexes me,” said Hilda, thoughtfully, and shrinking a little; 
‘^neither do I quite like to think about it.” 

“But, surely,” said Kenyon, “you agree with Miriam and me that there 
is something very touching and impressive in this statue of the Faun. In 
some long-past age, he must really have existed. Nature needed, and still 
needs, this beautiful creature; standing betwixt man and animal, sympa- 
thizing with each, comprehending the speech of either race, and interpret- 
ing the whole existence of one to the other. What a pity that he has for- 
ever vanished from the hard and dusty paths of life, — unless,” added the 
sculptor, in a sportive whisper, “Donatello be actually he ! ” 

“You cannot conceive how this fantasy takes hold of me,” responded 
Miriam, between jest and earnest. “Imagine, now, a real being, similar 
to this mythic Faun; how happy, how genial, how satisfactory would be 
his life, enjoying the warm, sensuous, earthy side of nature; revelling in 
the merriment of woods and streams; living as our four-footed kindred 
do, — as mankind did in its innocent childhood; before sin, sorrow or 
morality itself had ever been thought of! Ah! Kenyon, if Hilda and you 
and I — if I, at least — had pointed ears! For I suppose the Faun had no 
conscience, no remorse, no burden on the heart, no troublesome recollec- 
tions of any sort; no dark future either.” 

“What a tragic tone was that last, Miriam!” said the scitotor; and, 
looking into her face, he was startled to behold it pafe and |^-stained. 
“How suddenly this mood has come over you I ” ^ ^ ^ i 

“Let it go as it came,” said Miriam, “like a thuniterShcwei*piSthis Ro- 
man sky. All is sunshine again, you see! ” 

Donatello’s refractoriness as regarded his eart4iaa[||ki^^^^ cost him 
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something, and he now came close to Miriam’s side, gazing at her with an 
appealing air, as if to solicit forgiveness. His mute, helpless gesture of 
entreaty had something pathetic in it, and yet might well enough excite a 
laugh, so like it was to what you may see in the aspect of a hound when 
he thinks himself in fault or disgrace. It was difficult to make out the 
character of this young man. So full of animal life as he was, so joyc is in 
his deportment, so handsome, so physically well-developed, he made no 
impression of incompleteness, of maimed or stinted nature. And yet, in 
social intercourse, these familiar friends of his habitually and instinctively 
allowed for him, as for a child or some other lawless thing, exacting no 
strict obedience to conventional rules, and hardly noticing his eccentri- 
cities enough to pardon them. There was an indefinable characteristic 
about Donatello that set him outside of rules. 

He caught Miriam’s hand, kissed it, and gazed into her eyes without 
saying a word. She smiled, and bestowed on him a little careless caress, 
singularly like what one would give to a pet dog when he puts himself in 
the way to receive it. Not that it was so decided a caress either, but only 
the merest touch, somewhere between a pat and a tap of the finger; it 
might be a mark of fondness, or perhaps a playful pretence of punish- 
ment. At all events, it appeared to afford Donatello exquisite pleasure; in- 
somuch that he danced quite round the wooden railing that fences in the 
Dying Gladiator. 

^Tt is the very step of the Dancing Faun,” said Miriam, apart, to 
Hilda. ‘What a child, or what a simpleton, he is! I continually find my- 
self treating Donatello as if he were the merest unfledged chicken ; and 
yet he can claim no such privileges in the right of his tender age, for he 
is at least — ^how old should you think him, Hilda?” 

“Twenty years, perhaps,” replied Hilda, glancing at Donatello; “but, 
indeed, I cannot tell ; hardly so old, on second thoughts, or possibly older. 
He has nothing to do with time, but has a look of eternal youth in his 
face.” 

“All underwitted people have that look,” said Miriam, scornfully. 

“Donatello has certainly the gift of eternal youth, as Hilda suggests,” 
observed Kenyon, laughing; “for, judging by the date of this statue, 
which, I am more and more convinced, Praxiteles carved on purpose for 
him, he must be at least twenty-five centuries old, and he still looks as 
young as ever.” 

“What age have you, Donatello?” asked Miriam. 

“Signorina, I do not know,” he answered; “no great age, however; for 
I have only lived since I met you.” 

“Now, what old man of society could have turned a silly compliment 
more smartly than that! ” exclaimed Miriam. “Nature and art are just at 
one sometimes. But what a happy ignorance is this of our friend Do- 
natello! Not to know his own age! It is equivalent to being immortal on 
earth. If I could only forget mine! ” 

“It is too soon |6 wish that,” observed the sculptor; “you are scarcely 
older than Donatello looks.” 
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‘‘I shall be content, then,” rejoined Miriam, “if I could only forget one 
day of all my life.” Then she seemed to repent of this allusion, and hastily 
added, “A woman’s days are so tedious that it is a boon to leave even one 
of them out of the account.” 

The foregoing conversation had been carried on in a mood in which all 
imaginative people, whether artists or poets, love to indulge. In this frame 
of mind, they sometimes find their profoundest truths side by side with 
the idlest jest, and utter one or the other, apparently without distinguish- 
ing which is the most valuable, or assigning any considerable value to 
either. The resemblance between the marble Faun and their living com- 
panion had made a deep, half-serious, half-mirthful impression on these 
three friends, and had taken them into a certain airy region, lifting up, as 
it is so pleasant to feel them lifte 1, their heavy earthly feet from the act- 
ual soil of life. The world had b<*en set afloat, as it were, for a moment, 
and relieved them, for just so long, of all customary responsibility for 
what they thought and said. 

It might be under this influence — or, perhaps, because sculptors al- 
ways abuse one another’s works- -that Kenyon threw in a criticism upon 
the Dying Gladiator. 

“I used to admire this statue exceedingly,” he remarked, “but, latterly, 
I find myself getting weary and annoyed that the man should be such a 
length of time leaning on his arm in the very act of death. If he is so ter- 
ribly hurt, why does he not sink down and die without further ado? Flit- 
ting moments, imminent emergencies, imperceptible intervals between 
two breaths, ought not to be incrusted with the eternal repose of marble; 
in any sculptural subject, there should be a moral stand-still, since there 
must of necessity be a physical one. Otherwise, it is like flinging a block 
of marble up into the air, and, by some trick of enchantment, causing it 
to stick there. You feel that it ought to come down, and are dissatisfied 
that it does not obey the natural law.” 

“I see,” said Miriam, mischievously, “you think that sculpture should 
be a sort of fossilizing process. But, in truth, your frozen art has nothing 
like the scope and freedom of Hilda’s and mine. In painting there is no 
similar objection to the representation of brief snatches of time ; perhaps, 
because a story can be so much more fully told in picture, and buttressed 
about with circumstances that give it an epoch. For instance, a painter 
never would have sent down yonder Faun out of his far antiquity, lonely 
and desolate, with no companion to keep his simple heart warm.” 

“Ah, the Faun!” cried Hilda, with a little gesture of impatience; “I 
have been looking at him too long; and now, instead of a beautiful statue, 
immortally young, I see only a corroded and discolored stone. This 
change is very apt to occur in statues.” 

“And a similar one in pictures, surely,” retorted the sculptor. “It is the 
spectator’s mood that transfigures the Transfiguration itself. I defy any 
painter to move and elevate me without my own consent and assistance.” 

“Then you are deficient of a sense,” said Miriam. 

The party now strayed onward from hall to hall of that rich gallery, 
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pausing here and there, to loot at the multitude of noble and lovely 
diapes, which have been dug up out of the deep grave in which old Rome 
lies buried. And still, the realization of the antique Faun, in the person 
of Donatello, gave a more vivid character to all these marble ghosts. Why 
should not each statue grow warm with life! Antinous might lift his brow, 
and tell us why he is forever sad. The Lycian Apollo might strike his 1 yre; 
and, at the first vibration, that other Faun in red marble, who keeps up 
a motionless dance, should frisk gayly forth, leading yonder Satyrs, with 
shaggy goat-shanks, to clatter their little hoofs upon the floor, and all 
join hands with Donatello! Bacchus, too, a rosy flush diffusing itself over 
his time-stained surface, could come down from his pedestal, and offer a 
cluster of purple grapes to Donatello’s lips; because the god recognizes 
him as the woodland elf who so often shared his revels. And here, in this 
sarcophagus, the exquisitely carved figures might assume life, and chase 
one another round its verge with that wild merriment which is so strange- 
ly represented on those old burial coffers: though still with some subtile 
allusion to death, carefully veiled, but forever peeping forth amid em- 
blems of mirth and riot. 

As the four friends descended the stairs, however, their play of fancy 
subsided into a much more sombre mood; a result apt to follow upon such 
exhilaration as that which had so recently taken possession of them. 

“Do you know,” said Miriam, confidentially to Hilda, “I doubt the 
reality of this likeness of Donatello to the Faun, which we have been 
talking so much about? To say the truth, it never struck me so forcibly as 
it did Kenyon and yourself, though I gave in to whatever you were 
pleased to fancy, for the sake of a moment’s mirth and wonder.” 

“I was certainly in earnest, and you seemed equally so,” replied Hilda, 
glancing back at Donatello, as if to reassure herself of the resemblance. 
“But faces change so much, from hour to hour, that the same set of fea- 
tures has often no keeping with itself ; to an eye, at least, which looks at 
expression more than outline. How sad and sombre he has grown all of a 
sudden!” 

“Angry too, methinks! nay, it is anger much more than sadness,” said 
Miriam. “I have seen Donatello in this mood once or twice before. If you 
consider him well, you will observe an odd mixture of the bulldog, or 
some other equally fierce brute, in our friend’s composition; a trait of 
savageness hardly to be expected in such a gentle creature as he usually 
is. Donatello is a very strange young man. I wish he would not haunt my 
footsteps so continually.” 

“You have bewitched the poor lad,” said the sculptor, laughing. “You 
have a faculty of bewitching people, and it is providing you with a singu- 
lar train of followers. I see another of them behind yonder pillar; and it is 
his presence that has aroused Donatello’s wrath.” 

They had now emerged from the gateway of the palace; and partly 
concealed by one of the pillars of the portico stood a figure such as may 
often be encountered in the streets and piazzas of Rome, and nowhere 
else. He looked as if he might just have stepped out of a picture, and, in 
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truth* was likely enough to find his way into a dozen pictures; being no 
other than one of those living models, dark, bushy-bearded, wild of as- 
pect and attire, whom artists convert into saints or assassins, according as 
the»T pictorial purposes demand. 

^ Miriam, whispered Hilda, a little startled, ^4t is your model ! ’’ 


CHAPTER III 

Subterranean Reminiscences 

Miriam’s model has so important a connection with our story, that it is 
essential to describe the singular n^ode of his first appearance, and how he 
subsequently became a self-appoirted follower of the young female artist. 
In the first place, however, we must devote a page or two to certain pe- 
culiarities in the position of Miriam herself. 

There was an ambiguity about this young lady, which, though it did 
not necessarily imply anything wrong, would have operated unfavorably 
as regarded her reception in society, anywhere but in Rome. The truth 
was, that nobody knew anything about Miriam, either for good or evil. 
She had made her appearance without introduction, had taken a studio, 
put her card upon the door, and showed very considerable talent as a 
painter in oils. Her fellow-professors of the brush, it is true, showered 
abundant criticisms upon her pictures, allowing them to be well enough 
for the idle half-efforts of an amateur, but lacking both the trained skill 
and the practice that distinguish the works of a true artist. 

Nevertheless, be their faults what they might, Miriam’s pictures met 
with good acceptance among the patrons of modern art. Whatever tech- 
nical merit they lacked, its absence was more than supplied by a warmth 
and passionateness, which she had the faculty of putting into her produc- 
tions, and which all the world could feel. Her nature had a great deal of 
color, and, in accordance with it, so likewise had her pictures. 

Miriam had great apparent freedom of intercourse; her manners were 
so far from evincing shyness, that it seemed easy to become acquainted 
with her, and not difficult to develop a casual acquaintance into intimacy. 
Such, at least, was the impression which she made, upon brief contact, but 
not such the ultimate conclusion of those who really sought to know her. 
So airy, free, and affable was Miriam’s deportment towards all who came 
within her sphere, that possibly they might never be conscious of the fact; 
but so it was, that they did not get on, and were seldom any further ad- 
vanced into her good graces to-day than yesterday. By some subtile qual- 
ity, she kept people at a distance, without so much as letting them know 
that they were excluded from her inner circle. She resembled one of those 
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images of light, which conjurers evoke and cause to shine before us, in 
apparent tangibility, only an arm’s-length beyond our grasp: we make a 
step in advance, expecting to seize the illusion, but find it still precisely so 
far out of our reach. Finally, society began to recognize the impossibility 
of getting nearer to Miriam, and gruffly acquiesced. 

There were two persons, however, whom she appeared to acknowkdge 
as friends in the closer and truer sense of the word; and both of these 
more favored individuals did credit to Miriam’s selection. One was a 
young American sculptor, of high promise and rapidly increasing celeb- 
rity; the other, a girl of the same country, a painter like Miriam herself, 
but in a widely different sphere of art. Her heart flowed out towards these 
two; she requited herself by their society and friendship (and especially 
by Hilda’s) for all the loneliness with which, as regarded the rest of the 
world, she chose to be surrounded. Her two friends were conscious of the 
strong, yearning grasp which Miriam laid upon them, and gave her their 
affection in full measure; Hilda, indeed, responding with the fervency of 
a girl’s first friendship, and Kenyon with a manly regard, in which there 
was nothing akin to what is distinctively called love. 

A sort of intimacy subsequently grew up between these three friends 
and a fourth individual; it was a young Italian, who, casually visiting 
Rome, had been attracted by the beauty which Miriam possessed in a re- 
markable degree. He had sought her, followed her, and insisted, with sim- 
ple perseverance, upon being admitted at least to her acquaintance; a 
boon which had been granted, when a more artful character, seeking it 
by a more subtle mode of pursuit, would probably have failed to obtain 
it. This young man, though anything but intellectually brilliant, had 
many agreeable characteristics which won him the kindly and half-con- 
temptuous regard of Miriam and her two friends. It was he whom they 
called Donatello, and whose wonderful resemblance to the Faun of Prax- 
iteles forms the keynote of our narrative. 

Such was the position in which we find Miriam some few months after 
her establishment at Rome. It must be added, however, that the world 
did not permit her to hide her antecedents without making her the sub- 
ject of a good deal of conjecture; as was natural enough, considering the 
abundance of her personal charms, and the degree of notice that she at- 
tracted as an artist. There were many stories about Miriam’s origin and 
previous life, some of which had a very probable air, while others were 
evidently wild and romantic fables. We cite a few, leaving the reader to 
designate them either under the probable or the romantic head. 

It, was said^ior example, that Miriam was the daughter and heiress of 
a, great Jewish banker (an idea perhaps suggested by a certain rich Orien- 
tal character in her face), and had fled from her paternal home to escape 
a union with a cousin, the heir of another of that golden brotherhood ; the 
object being, to retain their vast accumulation of wealth within the fam- 
ily. Another story hinted that she was a German princess, whom, for rea- 
of state, it was proposed to give in marriage either to a decrepit sov- 
ereign, or a prince still in his cradle. According to a third statement, she 
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was the offspring of a Southern American planter, who had given her an 
elaborate education and endowed her with his wealth; but the one burn- 
ing drop of African blood in her veins so affected her with a sense of ig- 
nominy, that she relinquished all and fled her country. By still another 
account she was the lady of an English nobleman; and, out of mere love 
and honor of art, had thrown aside the splendor of her rank, and come to 
seek a subsistence by her pencil in a Roman studio. 

In all the above cases, the fable seemed to be instigated by the large 
and bounteous impression which Miriam invariably made, as if necessity 
and she could have nothing to do with one another. Whatever depriva- 
tions she underwent must needs be voluntary. But there were other sur- 
mises, taking such a common-place view as that Miriam was the daughter 
of a merchant or financier, who had been ruined in a great commercial 
crisis; and, possessing a taste for art, she had attempted to support her- 
self by the pencil, in preference 0 the alternative of going out as gov- 
erness. 

Be these things how they might, Miriam, fair as she looked, was 
plucked up out of a mystery, and had its roots still clinging to her. She 
was a beautiful and attractive woman, but based, as it were, upon a cloud, 
and all surrounded with misty substance; so that the result was to render 
her sprite-like in her most ordinary manifestations. This was the case 
even in respect to Kenyon and Hilda, her especial friends. But such was 
the effect of Miriam’s natural language, her generosity, kindliness, and 
native truth of character, that these two received her as a dear friend 
into their hearts, taking her good qualities as evident and genuine, and 
never imagining that what was hidden must be therefore evil. 

We now proceed with our narrative. 

The same party of friends, whom we have seen at the sculpture gallery 
of the Capitol, chanced to have gone together, some months before, to the 
catacomb of St. Calixtus, They went joyously down into that vast tomb, 
and wandered by torchlight through a sort of dream, in which reminis- 
cences of church-aisles and grimy cellars — and chiefly the latter, — ^seemed 
to be broken into fragments, and hopelessly intermingled. The intricate 
passages along which they followed their guide had been hewn, in some 
forgotten age, out of a dark-red, crumbly stone. On either side were hori- 
zontal niches, where, if they held their torches closely, the shape of a hu- 
man body was discernible in white ashes, into which the entire mortality 
of a man or woman had resolved itself. Among all this extinct dust, there 
might perchance be a thigh-bone, which crumbled at a touch; or possibly 
a skill, grinning at its own wretched plight, as is the ugly and empty habit 
of the thing. 

Sometimes their gloomy pathway tended upward, so that, through a 
crevice, a little daylight glimmered down upon them, or even a streak of 
sunshine peeped into a burial niche; then again, they went downward by 
gradual descent, or by abrupt, rudely hewn steps, into deeper and deeper 
recesses of the earth. Here and there the narrow and tortuous passages 
widened somewhat, developing themselves into small chapels; which 
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imoty no doubt, had been adorned with marble-work and lighted with 
over-burning lamps and tapers. All such illumination and ornament, how- 
ever, had long since been extinguished and stript away; except, indeed, 
that the low roofs of a few of these ancient sites of worship were covered 
with dingy stucco, and frescoed with scriptural scenes and subjects, in 
the dreariest stage of ruin. 

In one such chapel, the guide showed them a low arch, beneath which 
the body of St. Cecilia had been buried after her martyrdom, and where it 
lay till a sculptor saw it, and rendered it forever beautiful in marble. 

In a similar spot they found two sarcophagi, one containing a skeleton, 
and the other a shrivelled body, which still wore the garments of its for- 
mer lifetime. 

^^How dismal all this is!” said Hilda, shuddering. ‘^I do not know why 
we came here, nor why we should stay a moment longer.’’ 

hate it all!” cried Donatello, with peculiar energy. “Dear friends, 
let us hasten back into the blessed daylight! ” 

From the first, Donatello had shown little fancy for the expedition ; for, 
like most Italians, and in especial accordance with the law of his own 
simple and physically happy nature, this young man had an infinite re- 
pugnance to graves and skulls, and to all that ghastliness which the Goth- 
ic mind loves to associate with the idea of death. He shuddered, and 
looked fearfully round, drawing nearer to Miriam, whose attractive influ- 
ence alone had enticed him into that gloomy region. 

“What a child you are, poor Donatello!” she observed, with the free- 
dom which she always used towards him. “You are afraid of ghosts! ” 

“Yes, signorina; terribly afraid! ” said the truthful Donatello. 

“I also believe in ghosts,” answered Miriam, “and could tremble at 
them, in a suitable place. But these sepulchres are so old, and these skulls 
and white ashes so very dry, that methinks they have ceased to be haunt- 
ed. The most awful idea connected with the catacombs is their intermin- 
able extent, and the possibility of going astray into this labyrinth of 
darkness, which broods around the little glimmer of our tapers.” 

“Has any one ever been lost here?” asked Kenyon of the guide. 

“Surely, signor; one, no longer ago than my father’s time,” said the 
guide; and he added, with the air of a man who believed what he was tell- 
ing, “but the first that went astray here was a pagan of old Rome, who 
hid himself in order to spy out and betray the blessed saints, who then 
dwelt and worshipped in these dismal places. You have heard the story, 
signor? A miracle was wrought upon the accursed one; and, ever since 
(for fifteen centuries at least), he has been groping in the darkness, seek- 
ing his way out of the catacomb.” 

“Has he ever been seen?” asked Hilda, who had great and tremulous 
faith in marvels of this kind. 

“These eyes of mine never beheld him, signorina; the saints forbid!” 
answered the guide. “But it is well known that he watches near parties 
that come into the catacomb, especially if they be heretics, hoping to lead 
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some straggler astray. What this lost wretch pines for, almost as much as 
for the blessed sunshine, is a companion to be miserable with him/^ 

^^Such an intense desire for sympathy indicates something amiable in 
the poor fellow, at all events, observed Kenyon. 

They had now reached a larger chapel than those heretofore seen; it 
was of a circular shape, and, though hewn out of the solid mass of red 
sandstone, had pillars, and a carved roof, and other tokens of a regular 
architectural design. Nevertheless, considered as a church, it was exceed- 
ingly minute, being scarcely twice a man’s stature in height, and only two 
or three paces from wall to wall; and while their collected torches illumin- 
ated this one small, consecrated spot, the great darkness spread all round 
it, like that immenser mystery which envelops our little life, and into 
which friends vanish from us, one I y one. 

“Why, where is Miriam?” cried iilda. 

The party gazed hurriedly fron- face to face, and became aware that 
one of their party had vanished into the great darkness, even while they 
were shuddering at the remote possibility of such a misfortune. 


CHAPTER IV 

The Spectre of the Catacomb 

“Surely, she cannot be lost!” exclaimed Kenyon. “It is but a moment 
since she was speaking.” 

“No, no! ” said Hilda, in great alarm. “She was behind us all; and it is 
a long while since we have heard her voice! ” 

“Torches! torches!” cried Donatello, desperately. “I will seek her, be 
the darkness ever so dismal! ” 

But the guide held him back, and assured them all that there was no 
possibility of assisting their lost companion, unless by shouting at the 
very top of their voices. As the sound would go very far along these close 
and narrow passages, there was a fair probability that Miriam might hear 
the call, and be able to retrace her steps. 

Accordingly, they all — Kenyon with his bass voice; Donatello with 
his tenor; the guide with that high and hard Italian cry, which makes the 
streets of Rome so resonant; and Hilda with her slender scream, piercing 
farther than the united uproar of the rest — began to shriek, halloo, and 
bellow, with the utmost force of their lungs. And, not to prolong the read- 
er’s suspense (for we do not particularly seek to interest him in this scene, 
telling it only on account of the trouble and strange entanglement which 
followed) , they soon heard a responsive call, in a female voice. 
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was the signorina! ” cried Donatello, joyfully. 

“Yes; it was certainly dear Miriam’s voice,” said Hilda. “And here she 
comes! Thank Heaven! Thank Heaven!” 

The figure of their friend was now discernible by her own torchlight, 
approaching out of one of the cavernous passages. Miriam came forward, 
but not with the eagerness and tremulous joy of a fearful girl, just rescued 
from a labyrinth of gloomy mystery. She made no immediate response to 
their inquiries and tumultuous congratulations; and, as they afterwards 
remembered, there was something absorbed, thoughtful, and self-concen- 
trated in her deportment. She looked pale, as well she might, and held her 
torch with a nervous grasp, the tremor of which was seen in the irregular 
twinkling of the flame. This last was the chief perceptible sign of any re- 
cent agitation or alarm. 

“Dearest, dearest Miriam,” exclaimed Hilda, throwing her arms about 
her friend, “where have you been straying from us? Blessed be Provi- 
dence, which has rescued you out of that miserable darkness! ” 

“Hush, dear Hilda!” whispered Miriam, with a strange little laugh. 
“Are you quite sure that it was Heaven’s guidance which brought me 
back. If so, it was by an odd messenger, as you will confess. See; there he 
stands.” 

Startled at Miriam’s words and manner, Hilda gazed into the duskiness 
whither she pointed, and there beheld a figure standing just on the doubt- 
ful limit of obscurity, at the threshold of the small, illuminated chapel. 
Kenyon discerned him at the same instant, and drew nearer with his 
torch; although the guide attempted to dissuade him, averring that, once 
beyond the consecrated precincts of the chapel, the apparition would have 
power to tear him limb from limb. It struck the sculptor, however, when 
he afterwards recurred to these circumstances, that the guide manifested 
no such apprehension on his own account as he professed on behalf of 
others ; for he kept pace with Kenyon as the latter approached the figure, 
though still endeavoring to restrain him. 

In fine, they both drew near enough to get as good a view of the spectre 
as the smoky light of their torches, struggling A^ith the massive gloom, 
could supply. 

The stranger was of exceedingly picturesque, and even melodramatic 
aspect. He was clad in a voluminous cloak, that seemed to be made of a 
buffalo’s hide, and a pair of those goat-skin breeches, with the hair out- 
ward, which are still commonly worn by the peasants of the Roman Cam- 
pagna. In this garb, they look like antique Satyrs; and, in truth, the 
Spectre of the Catacomb might have represented the last survivor of that 
vanished race, hiding himself in sepulchral gloom, and mourning over his 
lost life of woods and streams. 

Furthermore, he had on a broad-brimmed, conical hat, beneath the 
shadow of which a wild visage was indistinctly seen, floating away, as it 
were, into a dusky wilderness of mustache and beard. His eyes winked, 
and turned uneasily from the torches, like a creature to whom midnight 
would be more congenial than noonday. 
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On the whole, the spectre might have made a considerable impression 
on the sculptor’s nerves, only that he was in the habit of observing similar 
figures, almost every day, reclining on the Spanish steps, and waiting for 
some artist to invite them within the magic realm of picture. Nor, even 
thus familiarized with the stranger’s peculiarities of appearance, could 
Kenyon help wondering to see such a personage, shaping himself so sud- 
denly out of the void darkness of the catacomb. 

^‘What are you?” said the sculptor, advancing his torch nearer. “And 
how long have you been wandering here?” 

“A thousand and five hundred years! ” muttered the guide, loud enough 
to be heard by all the party. “It is the old pagan phantom that I told you 
of, who sought to betray the blessed saints! ” 

“Yes; it is a phantom! ” cried Donatello, with a shudder. “Ah, dearest 
signorina, what a fearful thing has beset you in those dark corridors! ” 

“Nonsense, Donatello,” said th< sculptor. “The man is no more a phan- 
tom than yourself. The only marvel is, how he comes to be hiding himself 
in the catacomb. Possibly, our guide might solve the riddle.” 

The spectre himself here settled the point of his tangibility, at all 
events, and physical substance, by approaching a step nearer, and laying 
his hand on Kenyon’s arm. « 

“Inquire not what I am, nor wherefore I abide in the darkness,” said 
he, in a hoarse, harsh voice, as if a great deal of damp were clustering in 
his throat. “Henceforth, I am nothing but a shadow behind her footsteps. 
She came to me when I sought her not. She has called me forth, and must 
abide the consequences of my reappearance in the world.” 

“Holy Virgin! I wish the signorina joy of her prize,” said the guide, 
half to himself. “And in any case, the catacomb is well rid of him.” 

We need follow the scene no further. So much is essential to the subse.- 
quent narrative, that, during the short period while astray in those tor- 
tuous passages, Miriam had encountered an unknown man, and led him 
forth with her, or was guided back by him, first into the torchlight, thence 
into the sunshine. 

It was the further singularity of this affair, that the connection, thus 
briefly and casually formed, did not terminate with the incident that gave 
it birth. As if her service to him, or his service to her, whichever it might 
be, had given him an indefeasible claim on Miriam’s regard and protec- 
ton, the Spectre of the Catacomb never long allowed her to lose sight of 
him, from that day forward. He haunted her footsteps with more than the 
customary persistency of Italian mendicants, when once they have recog- 
nized a benefactor. For days together, it is true, he occasiondly vanished, 
but always reappeared, gliding after her through the narrow streets, or 
climbing the hundred steps of her staircase and sitting at her threshold. 

Being often admitted to her studio, he left his features, or some shadow 
or reminiscence of them, in many of her sketches and pictures. The moral 
atmosphere of these productions was thereby so influenced, that rival 
painters pronounced it a case of hopeless mannerism, which would des- 
troy all Miriam’s prospects of true excellence in art. 
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^Tihe story of this adventure spread abroad, and made its way beyond 
the usual gossip of the Forestieri, even into Italian circles, where, en- 
hanced by a still potent spirit of superstition, it grew far more wonderful 
than as above recounted. Thence, it came back among the Anglo-Saxons, 
and was communicated to the German artists, who so richly supplied it 
with romantic ornaments and excrescences, after their fashion, that if be- 
came a fantasy worthy of Tieck or Hoffmann. For nobody has any con- 
science about adding to the improbabilities of a marvellous tale. 

The most reasonable version of the incident, that could anywise be ren- 
dered acceptable to the auditors, was substantially the one suggested by 
the guide of the catacomb, in his allusion to the legend of Mernmius. This 
man, or demon, or man-demon, was a spy during the persecutions of the 
early Christians, probably under the Emperor Diocletian, and penetrated 
into the catacomb of St. Calixtus, with the malignant purpose of tracing 
out the hiding-places of the refugees. But, while he stole craftily through 
those dark corridors, he chanced to come upon a little chapel, where ta- 
pers were burning before an altar and a crucifix, and a priest was in the 
performance of his sacred office. By divine indulgence, there was a single 
moment^s grace allowed to Mernmius, during which, had he been capable 
of Christian faith and love, he might have knelt before the cross, and re- 
ceived the holy light into his soul, and so have been blest forever. But he 
resisted the sacred impulse. As soon, therefore, as that one moment had 
glided by, the light of the consecrated tapers, which represent all truth, 
bewildered the wretched man with everlasting error, and the blessed cross 
itself was stamped as a seal upon his heart, so that it should never open to 
receive conviction. 

Thenceforth, this heathen Mernmius has haunted the wide and dreary 
precincts of the catacomb, seeking, as some say, to beguile new victims 
into his own misery; but, according to other statements, endeavoring to 
prevail on any unwary visitor to take him by the hand, and guide him out 
into the daylight. Should his wiles and entreaties take effect, however, the 
man-demon would remain only a little while above ground. He would 
gratify his fiendish malignity by perpetrating signal mischief on his bene- 
factor, and perhaps bringing some old pestilence or other forgotten and 
long-buried evil on society; or, possibly, teaching the modern world some 
decayed and dusty kind of crime, which the antique Romans knew; and 
then would hasten back to the catacomb, which, after so long haunting it, 
has grown his most congenial home. 

Miriam herself, with her chosen friends, the sculptor and the gentle 
Hilda, often laughed at the monstrous fictions that had gone abroad in 
reference to her adventure. Her two confidants (for such they were, on 
all ordinary subjects) had not failed to ask an explanation of the mystery, 
since undeniably a mystery there was, and one sufficiently perplexing in 
itself, without any help from the imaginative faculty. And, sometimes re- 
sponding to their inquiries with a melancholy sort of playfulness, Miriam 
let her fancy run off into wilder fables than any which German ingenuity 
or Italian superstition had contrived. 
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For example, ’with a strange air of seriousness over all her face, cwily 
belied by a laughing gleam in her dark eyes, she would aver that the spec- 
tr e (who had been an Mlist JaMs tnortal lifetime) had promT^H to teach 
Her a long lost, but invaluable secret of old Roman fresco-painting The 
knowledge of this process wpuld pl^Q.^ Miriam at the head of modern art ; 
ffie spIe’coiiffiKon being agreed upon, that she should return with him into 
his sightless gloom, after enriching a certain extent of stuccoed wall with 
t he most bril ljant and lovelyr designs^^And what true votary oi art would 
not purchase anr^aTled excellence, even at so vast a sacrifice I 
' ‘Dr, if her fnends stlH solicited a soberer account, Miriam replied, that, 
meeting the old infidel in one of the di^al pa^_sageSiOfJJie.xata€omb, she 
had entered into controversy with Tum^Tioping to achieve the glory and 
satisfaction of converting him to the Christian faith. For the sake of so 
excellent a result, she had even sta ced her own salvation against his, bind- 
ing “herself to accompany him back into his penal gloom, if, within a 
twelve-month’s space, she should not have convinced him of the errors 
through whiOi he had so long groped and stumbled. But, alas! up to the 
present time, the controversy had gone direfully in favor of the man- 
demoh; ”and “Miriam (as she whispered in Hilda’s ear) had awful fore- 
bodings, that, in a few more monttis, she must take an eternal farewell of 
the sun ! 

It was somewhat remarkable that all her romantic fantasies arrived at 
this self-same dreary termination ; it appeared impossible for her even to 
imagine any other than a disastrous result from her connection with her 
ill-omened attendant. 

This singularity might have meant nothing, however, had it not sug- 
gested a despondent state of mind, which was likewise indicated by many 
other tokens. Miriam’s friends had no difficulty in perceiving that, in one 
way or another, her happiness was very seriously compromised. Her spir- 
its were often depressed into deep melancholy. If ever she was gay, it was 
seldom with a healthy cheerfulness. She grew moody, moreover, and sub- 
ject to fits of passionate ill-temper; which usually wreaked itself on the 
heads of those who loved her best. Not that Miriam’s indifferent acquain- 
tances were safe from similar outbreaks of her displeasure, especially if 
they ventured upon any allusion to the model. In such cases, they were 
left with little disposition to renew the subject, but inclined, on the other 
hand, to interpret the whole matter as much to her discredit as the least 
favorable coloring of the facts would allow. 

It may occur to the reader, that there was really no demand for so 
much rumor and speculation in regard to an incident, which might well 
enough have been explained without going many steps beyond the limits 
of probability. The spectre m ight have bee n merely a Roman beggar, 
whose fraternity often harbor in stranger sfielters than the catacombs; or 
one of those pilgrims, who still journey from remote countries to kneel 
and worship at the holy sites, among which these haunts of the early 
Christians are esteemed especially sacred. Or, as was perhaps a more 
plausible theory, he might be a thief of the city, a robber of the Campag- 
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na, a political offender, or an assassin, with blood upon his hand; whom 
the negligence or connivance of the police allowed to take refuge in those 
subterranean fastnesses, where such outlaws have been accustomed to 
hide themselves from a far antiquity downward. Or he might have been a 
lunatic, fleeing instinctively from man, and making it his dark pleasure to 
dwell among the tombs, like him whose awful cry echoes afar to us from 
Scripture times. 

'' And,* as for the stranger’s attaching himself so devotedly to Miriam, her 
personal magnetism might be allowed a certain weight in the explanation. 
For what remains, his pertinacity need not seem so very singular to those 
who consider how slight a link serves to connect these vagabonds of idle 
Italy with any person that may have the ill-hap to bestow charity, or be 
otherwise serviceable to them, or betray the slightest interest in their 
fortunes. 

Thus little would remain to be accounted for, except the deportment of 
Miriam herself ; her reserve, her brooding melancholy, her petulance, and 
moody passion. If generously interpreted, even these morbid symptoms 
Tfhlghlt Have sufficient cause in the stimulating and exhaustive influences 
of imaginative art, exercised by a delicate young woman, in the nervous 
and unwholesome atmosphere of Rome. Such, at least, was the view of the 
case which Hilda and Kenyon endeavored to impress on their own minds, 
and impart to those whom their opinions might influence. 

One of Miriam’s friends took the matter sadly to heart. This was the 
young Italian. Donatello, as we have seen, had been an eye-witness of the 
stranger’s first appearance, and had ever since nourished a singular prej- 
udice agmnst the mysterious, dusky, death-scented apparition. It resem- 
'Bli^ not so much a human dislike or hatred, as one of those instinctive, 
unreasoning antipathies which the lower animals sometimes display, and 
which generally prove more trustworthy than the acutest insight into 
character. The shadow of the model, always flung into the light which 
Miriam diffused around her, caused no slight trouble to Donatello. Yet he 
was of a nature so remarkably genial and joyous, so simply happy, that 
he mighty^well afford to have something subtracted from his comfort, and 
make tolerable shift to live upon what remained. 


CHAPTER V 

Miriam’s Studio 

The court-yard and staircase of a palace built three hundred years ago 
are a peculiar feature of modern Rome, and interest the stranger more 
than many things of which he has heard loftier descriptions. You pass 
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through the grand breadth and height of a squalid entrance-way, and per- 
haps see a range of dusky pillars, forming a sort of cloister round the 
court, and in the intervals, from pillar to pillar, are strewn fragments of 
antique statues, headless and legless torsos, and busts that have invariably 
lost — ^what it might be well if living men could lay aside in that unfra- 
grant atmosphere — the nose. Bas-reliefs, the spoil of some far older pal- 
ace, are set ill the surrounding walls, every stone of which has been rav- 
ished from the Coliseum, or any other imperial ruin which earlier barbar- 
ism had not already levelled with the earth. Between two of the pillars, 
moreover, stands an old sarcophagus without its lid, and with all its more 
prominently projecting sculptures broken off; perhaps it once held fa- 
mous dust, and the bony framework of some historic man, although now 
only a receptacle for the rubbish of the court-yard, and a half-worn 
broom. 

In the centre of the court, under the blue Italian sky, and with the hun- 
dred windows of the vast palace gazing down upon it, from four sides, ap- 
pears a fountain. It brims over from one stone basin to another, or gushes 
from a Naiad’s urn, or spurts its many little jets from the mouths of 
nameless monsters, which were me *ely grotesque and artificial when Ber- 
nini, or whoever was their unnatural father, first produced them; but now 
the patches of moss, the tufts of grass, the trailing maiden-hair, and all 
sorts of verdant weeds that thrive in the cracks and crevices of moist mar- 
ble, tell us that Nature takes the fountain back into her great heart, and 
cherishes it as kindly as if it were a woodland spring. And, hark, the pleas- 
ant murmur, the gurgle, the plash! You might hear just those tinkling 
sounds from any tiny waterfall in the forest, though here they gain a de- 
licious pathos from the stately echoes that reverberate their natural lan- 
guage. So the fountain is not altogether glad, after all its three centuries 
at play! 

In one of the angles of the court-yard, a pillared door-way gives access 
to the staircase, with its spacious breadth of low, marble steps, up which, 
in former times, have gone the princes and cardinals of the great Roman 
family who built this palace. Or they have come down, with still grander 
and loftier mien, on their way to the Vatican or the Quirinal, there to put 
off their scarlet hats in exchange for the triple crown. But, in fine, all 
these illustrious personages have gone down their hereditary staircase foi 
the last time, leaving it to be the thoroughfare of ambassadors, English 
noblemen, American millionnaires, artists, tradesmen, washerwomen, and 
people of every degree; all of whom find such gilded and marble-panelled 
saloons as their pomp and luxury demand, or such homely garrets as their 
necessity can pay for, within this one multifarious abode. Only, in not a 
single nook of the palace (built for splendor, and the accommodation of 
a vast retinue, but with no vision of a happy fireside or any mode of do- 
mestic enjoyment) does the humblest or the haughtiest occupant find 
comfort. 

Up such a staircase, on the morning after the scene at the sculpture gal- 
lery, sprang the light foot of Donatello. He ascended from story to story, 
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passing lofty door-ways, set within rich frames of sculptured marlple, and 
climbing unweariedly upward, until the glories of the first piano and the 
elegance of the middle height were exchanged for a sort of Alpine region, 
cold and naked in its aspect. Steps of rough stone, rude wooden balus- 
trades, a brick pavement in the passages, a dingy whitewash on the walls; 
these were here the palatial features. Finally, he paused before an oaken 
door, on which was pinned a card, bearing the name of Miriam Schaefer, 
artist in oils. Here Donatello knocked, and the door immediately fell 
somewhat ajar; its latch having been pulled up by means of a string on 
the inside. Passing through a little anteroom, he found himself in Mir- 
iam’s presence. 

^^Come in, wild Faun,” she said, “and tell me the latest news from Ar- 
cadyl” 

The artist was not just then at her easel, but was busied with the fem- 
inine task of mending a pair of gloves. 

There is something extremely pleasant, and even touching, — at least, 
of very sweet, soft, and winning effect, — in this peculiarity of needlework, 
distinguishing women from men. Our own sex is incapable of any such by- 
play aside from the main business of life; but women — be they. of what 
earthly rank they may, however gifted with intellect or genius, or en- 
dowed with awful beauty — have always some little handiwork ready to 
fill the tiny gap of every vacant moment. A needle is familiar to the fin- 
gers of them all. A queen, no doubt, plies it on occasion; the woman poet 
can use it as adroitly as her pen; the woman’s eye, that has discovered a 
new star, turns from its glory to send the polished little instrument gleam- 
ing along the hem of her kerchief, or to darn a casual fray in her dress. 
And they have greatly the advantage of us in this respect. The slender 
thread of silk or cotton keeps them united with the small, familiar, gentle 
interests of life, the continually operating influences of which do so much 
for the health of the character, and carry off what would otherwise be a 
dangerous accumulation of morbid sensibility. A vast deal oLhuman sym- 
pathy 'along this electric line, stretching from the throne to the wick- 
S^air of the humbleslse^mstresjg^and keeping high and low in a species 
of^’mm y^lon with their kindred beings. Mfethihks It is a token of healthy 
anJ^entle characteristics, when women of high thoughts and accomplish- 
^ments love to sew; especially as they are never more at home with their 
own hearts than while so occupied. 

'^"And^heft4he.WQrk falls in a woman’s lap, of its own accord, and the 
needle involuntarily ceases to fly, it is a sign of trouble, quite as trust- 
worthy as the throb of the heart itself. This was what happened to Mir- 
iam. Even while Donatello stood gazing at her, she seemed to have for- 
gotten his presence, allowing him to drop out of her thoughts, and the 
torn glove to fall from her idle fingers. Simple as he was, the young man 
knew by his sympathies that something was amiss. 

“Dear lady, you are sad,” said he, drawing close to her. 

“It is nothing, Donatello,” she replied, resuming her work; “yes; a lit- 
tle sad, perhaps; but that is not strange for us people of the ordinary 
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world, especially for women. You are of a cheerfuller race, my friend, and 
know nothing of this disease of sadness. But why do you come into this 
shadowy room of mine?’’ 

^Why do you make it so shadowy?” asked he. 

^.,^Wfi-vartists pu^osely exclude sunshine, and all but a partial light,” 
said Miriam, ‘‘because we ffimFit necessary fo put ourselves at odds with 
Nature before trying tojm^itate'tier. That strikes you very strangely, does 
it not?'But we ihake^ery pretty pictures sometimes with our artfully ar- 
ranged lights and shadows. Amuse yourself with some of mine, Dona- 
tello, and by and by I shall be in the mood to begin the portrait we were 
talking about.” 

The room had the customary aspect of a painter’s studio; one of those 
delightful spots that hardly seem to belong to the actual world, but 
rather to be the outward type ( f a poet’s haunted imagination, where 
there are glimpses, sketches, and half-developed hints of beings and ob- 
jects grander and more beautiful than we can anywhere find in reality. 
The windows were closed with si utters, or deeply curtained, except one, 
which was partly open to a sun ess portion of the sky, admitting only 
from high upward that partial light which, with its strongly marked con- 
trast of shadow, is the first requisite towards seeing objects pictorially. 
Pencil-drawings were pinned against the wall or scattered on the tables. 
LTnframed canvases turned their backs on the spectator, presenting only a 
blank to the eye, and churlishly concealing whatever riches of scenery or 
human beauty Miriam’s skill had depicted on the other side. 

In the obscurest part of the room Donatello was half startled at per- 
ceiving duskily a woman with long dark hair, who threw up her arms with 
a wild gesture of tragic despair, ami appeared to beckon him into the 

darkness along with her. 

hot be afraid, Donatello,” said Miriam, smiling to see him peer- 
ing doubtfully into the mysterious dusk. “She means you no mischief, 
nor could perpetrate any if she wished it ever so much. It is a lady of 
exceedingly pliable disposition; now a heroine of romance, and now a 
rustic maid; yet all for show; being created, indeed, on purpose to wear 
rich shawls and other garments in a becoming fashion. This is the true 
end of her being, although she pretends to assume the most varied duties 
and perform many parts in life, while really the poor puppet has nothing 
on earth to do. Upon my word, I am satirical unawares, and seem to be 
describing nine women out of ten in the person of my lay-figure. For 
most purposes she has the advantage of the sisterhood. Would I were like 
her!” 

“How it changes her aspect,” exclaimed Donatello, “to know that she 
is but a jointed figure! When my eyes first fell upon her, I thought her 
arms moved, as if beckoning me to help her in some direful peril.” 

“Are you often troubled with such sinister freaks of fancy?” asked 
Miriam. “I should not have supposed it.” 

“To tell you the truth, dearest signorina,” answered the young Italian, 
“I am apt to be fearful in old, gloomy houses, and in the dark. I love no 
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dark or dusky corners, except it be in a grotto, or among the thick green 
leaves of an arbor, or in some nook of the woods, such as I know many in 
the neighborhood of my home. Even there, if a stray sunbeam steal in, 
the shadow is all the better for its cheerful glimmer.” 

^‘Yes; you are a Faun, you know,” said the fair artist, laughing at the 
remembrance of the scene of the day before. “But the world is s' dly 
changed nowadays; grievously changed, poor Donatello, since those 
happy times when your race used to dwell in the Arcadian woods, play- 
ing hide-and-seek with the nymphs in grottos and nooks of shrubbery. 
You have reappeared on earth some centuries too late.” ^ , 

“I do not understand you now,” answered Donatello, looking per- 
plexed; “only signorina, I am glad to have my lifetime while you live; 
and where you are, be it in cities or fields, I would fain be there too.” 

“I wonder whether I ought to allow you to speak in this way,” said 
Miriam, looking thoughtfully at him. “Many young women would think 
it behoved them to be offended. Hilda would never let you speak so, I dare 
say. But he is a mere boy,” she added, aside, “a simple boy, putting his 
boyish heart to the proof on the first woman whom he chances to meet. If 
yonder lay-figure had had the luck to meet him first, she would have 
smitten him as deeply as I.” 

“Are you angry with me?” asked Donatello, dolorously. 

“Not in the least,” answered Miriam, frankly giving him her hand. 
“Pray look over some of these sketches till I have leisure to chat with you 
a little. I hardly think I am in spirits enough to begin your portrait to- 
day.” 

Donatello was as gentle and docile as a pet spaniel; as playful, too, in 
his general disposition, or saddening with his mistresses variable mood 
like that or any other kindly animal which has the faculty of bestowing 
its s)mipathies more completely than men or women can ever do. Accord- 
ingly, as Miriam bade him, he tried to turn his attention to a great pile 
and confusion of pen-and-ink sketches and pencil-drawings which lay 
tossed together on a table. As it chanced, however, they gave the poor 
youth little delight. 

The first that he took up was a very impressive sketch, in which the 
artist had jotted down her rough ideas for a picture of Jael driving the 
nail through the temples of Sisera. It was dashed off with remarkable 
power, and showed a touch or two that were actually life-like and death- 
like, as if Miriam had been standing by when Jael gave the first stroke of 
her murderous hammer, or as if she herself were Jael, and felt irresistibly 
impelled to make her bloody confession in this guise. 

Tier first conception of the stem Jewess had evidently been that of 
perfect womanhood, a lovely form, and a high, heroic face of lofty 
beauty; but, dissatisfied either with her own work or the terrible story 
itself, Miriam had added a certain wayward quirk of her pencil, which at 
oEfce converted the heroine into a vulgar mur^ress. It was evident that a 
Jaeriike this would be sure to search Sisera’s' pockets as soon as the 
breath was out of his body. 
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In another sketch she had attempted the story of Judith, which we see 
represented by the old masters so often, and in such various styles. Here, 
too, beginning with a passionate and fiery conception of the subject in 
all earnestness, she had given the last touches in utter scorn, as it were, 
of the feelings which at first took such powerful possession of her hand. 
The head of Holofernes (which by the by had a pair of twisted mus- 
taches, like those of a certain potentate of the day) being fairly cut off, 
was screwing its eyes upward and twirling its features into a diabolical 
grin of triumphant malice, which it flung right in Judith’s face. On her 
part, she had the startled aspect that might be conceived of a cook if a 
calf’s head should sneer at her when about to be popped into the dinner- 
pot. 

Over and over again, there was the idea of woman, acting the part of a 
revengeful mischief towards mai . It was, indeed, very singular to see 
how the artist’s imagination seemed to run on these stories of blood* 
shed, in which woman’s hand wa^ crimsoned by the stain; and how, too, 
— in one form or another, grotesque or sternly sad, — she failed not to 
bring out the moral, that woman must strike through her own heart to 
reach a human life, whatever wen* the motive that impelled her. 

One of the sketches represented the daughter of Herodias receiving the 
head of John the Baptist in a charger. The general conception appeared 
to be taken from Bernardo Luini’s picture, in the Uffizzi Gallery at Flor- 
ence; but Miriam had imparted to the saint’s face a look of gentle and 
heavenly reproach, with sad and blessed eyes fixed upward at the maid- 
en ; by the force of which miraculous glance, her whole womanhood was 
at once awakened to love and endless remorse. 

These sketches had a most disagreeable effect on Donatello’s peculiar 
temperament. He gave a shudder; his face assumed a look of trouble, 
fear, and disgust; he snatched up one sketch after another, as if about to 
tear it in pieces. Finally, shoving away the pile of drawings, he shrank 
back from the table and clasped his hands over his eyes. 

‘What is the matter, Donatello?” asked Miriam, looking up from a let- 
ter which she was now writing. “Ah! I did not mean you to see those 
drawings. They are ugly phantoms that stole out of my mind; not things 
that I created, but things that haunt me. See! here are some trifles that 
perhaps will please you better.” 

She gave him a portfolio, the sketches in which indicated a happiei 
mood of mind, and one, it is to be hoped, more truly characteristic of the 
artist. Supposing neither of these classes of subject to show anything of 
her own individuality, Miriam had evidently a great scope of fancy, and 
a singular faculty of putting what looked like heart into her productions- 
The latter sketches were domestic and common scenes, so finely and 
subtilely idealized that they seemed such as we may see at any moment, 
and everywhere; while still there was the indefinable something added, 
or taken away, which makes all the difference between sordid life and an 
earthly paradise. The feeling and sympathy in all of them were deep and 
true. There was the scene, that comes once in eyery life, of the lover 
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winning the soft and pure avowal of b>:ishful affection from the maiden 
whose slender form half leans toward^i his arm, half shrinks from it, we 
know not which. There was wedded ajfection in its successive stages, rep- 
resented in a series of delicately conceived designs, touched with a holy 
fire, that burned from youth to r,ge in those two hearts, and gave one 
identical beauty to the faces throaghout all the changes of feature. 

There was a drawing of an infant’s shoe, half worn out, with the airy 
print of the blessed foot within ; a thing that would make a mother smile 
or weep out of the very depths of her heart; and yet an actual mother 
would not have been likely to appreciate the poetry of the little shoe, un- 
til Miriam revealed it to her. It was wonderful, the depth and force with 
which the above, and other kindred subjects, were depicted, and the pro- 
found significance which they often acquired. The artist, still in her fresh 
youth, could not probably have drawn any of these dear and rich ex- 
periences from her ov/n life; unless, perchance, that first sketch of all, 
the avowal of maiden affection, were a remembered incident, and not a 
prophecy. But it is more delightful to believe that, from first to last, they 
were the prbduct^ons of a beautiful imagination, dealing with the warm 
ajn^jptllre suj^es tions of a woman’s hearty and thus idealizing-a truer and 
lovelier picture ‘of the life that belongs to woman, than an actual ac- 
<l!iamtahce with seme of its hard and dusty facts could have inspired. So 
c6nsTdi6fed,“7he^et€bes^ intimated such a force and variety of imagina- 
tive sympathies as would enable Miriam to fill her life richly with the 
bliss and suffering of womanhood, however barren it might individually 
be. 

The’:e was one observable point, indeed, betokening that the artist re- 
lino wished, for her personal self, the happiness which she could so pro- 

8 ^ appreciate for others. Inwall those sketches of common life, and 
actions that spiritualize It, a figure was portrayed apart; now it 
between the branches of a shrubbery, amid which two lovers sat; 
was looking through a frosted window^ frjr^ nntf^idp^ while a 
wedded pair sat their new fireside within; and once it leaned 
chariot, which six horses were whirling onward in pomp and pride, 
sed at a scene of humble enjoyment b> a cottage-door. Always it 
Tsame figure, and always depicted Withnn expression of deep sad- 
nd every instance, slightly as they were brought out, the face 
tn had the traits of Miriam’s own. 
jL^o you like these sketches better, Donatello?” asked Miriam. 

‘‘Yes,” said Donatello, rather doubtfully. 

“Not much, I fear,” responded she, laughing. “And what should a boy 
like you — a Faun, too — ^know about the joys and sorrows, the inter- 
twining light and shadow, of human life? I forgot that you were a Faun. 
You cannot suffer deeply; therefore you can but half enjoy. Here, now, is 
Tsubject which you can better appreciate.” 

The sketch represented merely a rustic dance, but with such extrava- 
gance of fun as was delightful to behold; and here there was no draw- 



THE MARBLE FAUN 617 

back, except that strange sigh and sadness which always come when we 
are merriest. 

“I am going to paint the picture in oils,^^ said the artist; “and I want 
you, Donatello, for the wildest dancer of them all. Will you sit for me, 
some day? — or, rather, dance for me?’^ 

“Oh, most gladly, signorina!’^ exclaimed Donatello. “See; it shall be 
like this.’’ 

And forthwith he began to dance, and flit about the studio, like an in- 
carn ate sprite of jollity, pausing at last on the extremity of We'to<^'a?Tf 
tEaF were the onT^Tportion of himself whereby his frisky nature could 
come in contact with the earth. The effect in that shadowy chamber, 
whence Ihe artist had so carefully excluded-the sunshine, was as enliven- 
ing as if one brigh t raj^ had contrived to shimmer in the frolic aiound the 
Walls, ania“final]^restjust in the centre of the floor. 

— “TOatrwas’adwrabrer’T^ with an approving smile. “If I 

can catch you on my canvas, it wil be a glorious picture ; only I am af rmd 
danc^out of it, by the very truth of the representation, just 
when I sEaHhave given it the last touch. We will try it one of these days. 
Andliow, to reward you for that oily exhibition, you shall see what has 
been shown to no one else.” 

She went to her easel, on which was placed a picture with its back 
turned towards the spectator. Reversing the position, there appeared the 
portrait of a beautiful woman, such as one sees only two or three, if even 
so many times, in all a lifetime; so beautiful, that she seemed to get into 
your consciousness and memory, and could never afterwards be shut out, 
but haunted your dreams, for pleasure or for pain; holding your inner 
realm as a conquered territory, though without deigning to make herself 
at home there. 

S^he was very youthful, and had what wa^ usually thought to be a Jew- 
ish aspect ; a complexion in which there was no roseate bloom, yet neither 
Was it pale ; dark eyes, into which you might look as deeply as your glance 
waul’d go, "’^d still be conscious of a depth that you had not sounded, 
tbbugFff lay open to the day. She had black, abundant hair, with none of 
the vulgar glossirteSs of other women’s sable locks; if she were really of 
Jewish blood, then this was Jgwish^hair^J^^ dark glory such asxrowns 
no ChristiaiLmaide n^^"Seag7Gazing at this portrait, you saw what Rachel 
might have been, when Jacob deemed her worth the wooing seven years, 
and seven more; or perchance she might ripen to be what Judith was, 
when she vanquished Holofernes with her beauty, and slew him for too 
much adoring it. 

Miriam watched Donatello’s contemplation of the picture, and seeing 
his simple rapture, a smile of pleasure brightened on her face, mixed with 
a little scorn; at least, her lips curled, and her eyes gleamed, as if she dis- 
dained either his admiration or her own enjoyment of it. 

“Then you like the picture, Donatello?” she asked. 

“Oh, beyond what I can tellt” be answered. “So beautiful! — so beau- 
tiful!” 
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“And do you recognize the likeness?’’ 

“Signorina,” exclaimed Donatello, turning from the picture to the art- 
^ist, in astonishment that she should ask the question, “the resemblance is 
as little to be mistaken as if you had bent over the smooth surface of a 
fountain, and possessed the witchcraft to call forth the image that you 
made there ! It is yourself ! ” 

Donatello said the truth; and we forbore to speak descriptively of 
Miriam’s beauty earlier in our narrative, because we foresaw this occa- 
sion to bring it perhaps more forcibly before the reader. 

We know not whether the portrait w^ere a flattered likeness ; probably 
not, regarding it merely as the delineation of a lovely face; although Mir- 
iam, like all self-painters, may have endowed herself with certain graces 
which other eyes might not discern. Artists are fond of painting their 
own portraits; and, in Florence, there is a gallery of hundreds of them, 
including the most illustrious, in all of which there are autobiographical 
characteristics, so to speak; traits, expressions, loftinesses, and ameni- 
ties, which would have been invisible, had they not been painted from 
within. Yet their reality and truth are none the less. Miriam, in like man- 
ner, had doubtless conveyed some of the intimate results of her heart- 
knowledge into her own portrait, and perhaps wished to try whether they 
would be perceptible to so simple and natural an observer as Donatello. 

“Does the expression please you?” she asked. 

“Yes,” said Donatello, hesitatingly; “if it would only smile so like the 
sunshine as you sometimes do. No, it is sadder than I thought at first. 
Cannot you make yourself smile a little, signorina?” 

“A forced smile is uglier than a frown,” said Miriam, a bright, natural 
smile breaking out over her face even as she spoke. 

“Oh, catch it now! ”xried Donatella, clapping his hands. “Let it shine 
upon the picture I There! it has vanished already! And you are sad again. 
Very sad; and the picture gazes sadly forth at me, as if some evil had 
it in the little time since I looked last.” 

^ “How perplexed you seem, my friend!” answered Miriam. “I really 
half believe you are a Faun, there is such a mystery and terror for you 
in these dark moods, which are just as natural as daylight to us people of 
ordinary mould. I advise you, at all events, to look at other faces with 
those innocent and happy eyes, and never more to gaze at mine! ” 

“You speak in vain,” replied the young man, with a deeper emphasis 
than she had ever before heard in his voice; “shroud yourself in what 
gloom you will, I must needs follow you.” 

“Well, well, well,” said Miriam, impatiently; “but leave me now; for 
to speak plainly, my good friend, you grow a little wearisome. I walk this 
afternoon in the Borghese grounds. Meet me there, if it suits your 
pleasure.” 
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CHAPTER VI 

The Virgin’s Shrine 

After Donatello had left the studio, Miriam herself came forth, and 
taking her way through some of the intricacies of the city, entered what 
might be called either a widening of a street, or a small piazza. The neigh- 
borhood comprised a baker’s oven, emitting the usual fragrance of sour 
bread; a shoe-shop; a linen-draper’s shop; a pipe and cigar shop; a lot- 
tery office; a station for French soldiers, with a sentinel pacing in front; 
and a fruit-stand, at which a Roman matron was selling the dried ker- 
nels of chestnuts, wretched little figs, and some bouquets o^ yesterday. A 
church, of course, was near at ha-id, the fagade of which ascended into 
lofty pinnacles, whereon were perched two or three winged figures of 
stone, either angelic or allegorical blowing stone trumpets in close vicin^ 
ity to the upper windows of an old and shabby palace. This palace was 
distinguished by a feature not ver\ common in the architecture of Roman 
edifices; that is to say, a mediaeval tower, square, massive, lofty, and bat- 
tlemented and machicolated at the summit. 

At one of the angles of the battlements stood a shrine of the Virgin, 
such as we see everywhere at the street-corners of Rome, but seldom or 
never, except in this solitary instance, at a height above the ordinary 
level of men’s views and aspirations. Connected with this old tower and 
its lofty shrine, there is a legend which we cannot here pause to tell; but 
for centuries a lamp has been burning before the Virgin’s image, at noon, 
at midnight, and at all hours of the twenty-four, and must be kept burn- 
ing forever, as long as the tower shall stand; or else the tower itself, the 
palace, and whatever estate belongs to it, shall pass from its hereditary 
possessor, in accordance with an ancient vow, and become the property of 
the Church. 

As Miriam approached, she looked upward, and saw, — not, indeed, the 
flame of the never-dying lamp, which was swallowed up in the broad sun- 
light that brightened the shrine, but a flock of white doves, skimming, 
fluttering, and wheeling about the topmost height of the tower, their silver 
wings flashing in the pure transparency of the air. Several of them sat on 
the ledge of the upper window, pushing one another off by their eager 
struggle for this favorite station, and all tapping their beaks and flapping 
their wings tumultuously against the panes; some had alighted in the 
street, far below, but flew hastily upward, at the sound of the window be- 
ing thrust ajar, and, opening in the middle, on rusty hinges, as Roman 
windows do. 

A fair young girl, dressed in white, showed herself at the aperture for 
a single instant, and threw forth as much as her two small hands could 
hold of some kind of food, for the flock of eleemosynary doves. It seemed 
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greatly to the taste of the feathered people; for they tried to snatch beak- 
fuls of it from her grasp, caught it in the air, and rushed downward after 
it upon the pavement. 

“What a pretty scene this is,^’ thought Miriam, with a kindly smile, 
“and how like a dove she is herself, the fair, pure creature I The other 
doves know her for a sister, I am sure.’’ 

Miriam passed beneath the deep portal of the palace, and turning to 
the left, began to mount flight after flight of a staircase, which, for the 
loftiness of its aspiration, was worthy to be Jacob’s ladder, or, at all 
events, the staircase of the Tower of Babel. The city bustle, which is 
heard even in Rome, the rumble of wheels over the uncomfortable pav- 
ing-stones, the hard harsh cries reechoing in the high and narrow streets, 
grew faint and died away; as the turmoil of the world will always die, if 
we set our faces to climb heavenward. Higher, and higher still; and now, 
glancing through the successive windows that threw in their narrow 
light upon the stairs, her view stretched across the roofs of the city, unim- 
peded even by the stateliest palaces. Only the domes of churches ascend 
into this airy region, and hold up their golden crosses on a level with her 
eye; except, that, out of the very heart of Rome, the column of Antoninus 
thrusts itself upward, with St. Paul upon its summit, the sole human form 
that seems to have kept her company. 

Finally, the staircase came to an end; save that, on one side of the lit- 
tle entry where it terminated, a flight of a dozen steps gave access to the 
roof of the, tower and the legendary shrine. On the other side was a door, 
at which Miriam knocked, but rather as a friendly announcement of her 
presence than with any doubt of hospitable welcome ; for, awaiting no re- 
sponse, she lifted the latch and entered. 

“Jjiyiiat a hermitage you have found for yourself, dear Hilda!” she ex- 
claimed. “You breathe sweet air, above all the evil scents of Rome; and 
even so, in your maiden elevation, you dwell above our vanities and pas- 
sk^j jour moral dust and mud, with the doves and the angels for your 
nearest neighbors. I should not wonder if the Catholics were to make a 
saint of you, like your namesake of old; especially as you have almost 
avowed yourself of their religion, by undertaking to keep the lamp alight 
before the Virgin’s shrine.” 

^'^No, no, Miriam! ” said Hilda, who had come joyfully forward to greet 
her friend. “You must not call me a Catholic. A Christian girl — even a 
daughter of the Puritans — may surely pay honor to the idea of divine 
Womanhood, without giving up the faith of her forefathers. But how 
kind you are to climbinto my dove-cote! ” 

isiiOTrifling proof of friendship, indeed,” answered Miriam; “I 
should think there v^re three hundred stairs at least.” 

ft win do you goodj” cOTtinued Hilda. “A height of some fifty 
feet above the roofs of Rome gives me all the advantages that I could get 
from fifty miles of distance. The air so exhilarates my spirits, that some- 
times I feel half inclined to attempt a flight from the top of my tower, in 
tin faith that I should flogt ^pward.” 
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“Oh, pray don’t try it! ” said Miriam, laughing. “If it should turn out 
that you are less than an angel, you would find the stones of the Roman 
pavement very hard; and if an angel, indeed, I am afraid you would 
never come down among us again.” 

This young American girl was an example of the freedom of life which 
it is possible for a female artist to enjoy at Rome. She dwelt in her tower, 
as free to descend into the corrupted atmosphere of the city beneath, as 
ohe^f Ti^'COttfpariidn doves to fly downward into the street; — all alone, 
perTeHl^Tindepe^^ under her own sole guardianship, unless watched 
over b y the V irgin, whose shrine she tended; doing what she liked with- 
Q^t^a^su^iQlXMxl^^ the snowy whiteness of her fame. The 

customs of artist life bestow such liberty upon the sex, which is else- 
where restricted within so much narrower limits; and it is perhaps an in- 
dication that, wheneveLwe^admit women to a wider scope of pursuits and 
^^fessions, we must also remove the shackles of our present conven- 
tional rules, which would then bee )me an insufferable restraint on either 
maldTor wife. The system seems t(» work unexceptionably in Rome; and 
in manjTotKer cases, as in Hilda’s, purity of heart and life are allowed to 
assert themselves, and to be their ewn proof and security, to a degree un- 
known in the society of other cities 

Hilda, in her native land, had early shown what was pronounced by 
connoisseurs a decided genius for the pictorial art. Even in her school- 
days — still not so very distant — she had produced sketches that were 
seized upon by men of taste, and hoarded as among the choicest treasures 
of their portfolios; scenes delicately imagined, lacking, perhaps, the real- 
ity^ yfhich co mgs^Qnly from a 'close acqtiaintailte with life, but so softly 
toucbjed.mth feeling and fancy, that you seemed to be looking at humau- 
“fly wUh^angei?' eyes. With years atid experience she might be expected to 
attain a darker and more forcible touch, which would impart to her de- 
signs the relief they needed. Had Hilda remained in her own country, it is 
hot improbable that she might have produced original works worthy to 
hang in that gallery of native art which, we hope, is destined to extend its 
rich length through many future centuries. An orphan, however, without 
near relatives, and possessed of a little property, she had found it within 
her possibilities to come to Italy; that central clime, whither the eyes and 
the heart of every artist turn, as if pictures could not be made to glow in 
any other atmosphere, as if statues could not assume grace and expres- 
sion, save in that land of whitest marble. 

Hilda’s gentle courage had brought her safely over land and sea; her 
mild, unflagging perseverance had made a place for her in the famous 
city, even like a flower that finds a chink for itself, and a little earth to 
grow in, on whatever ancient wall its slender roots may fasten. Here she 
dwelt, in her tower, possessing a friend or two in Rome, but no home com- 
panion except the flock of doves, whose cote was in a ruinous chamber 
contiguous to her own. They soon became as familiar with the fair-haired 
Saxon girl as if she were'^a EofiTsister of Ihelr broodj Wd "KerT^ 
•w tlffi - ^ l ne iKire ^owy plum^e that the confra- 
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temity of artists called Hilda the Dove, and recognized her aerial apart- 
nieht as the Dove-cote. And while the other doves flew far and wide in 
quest of what was good for them, Hilda likewise spread her wings, and 
sought such ethereal and imaginative sustenance as God ordains for 
creatures of her kind. 

We know not whether the result of her Italian studies, so far as it 
could yet be seen, will be accepted as a good or desirable one. Certain it is, 
that since her arrival in the pictorial land, Hilda seemed to have entirely 
lost the impulse of original design, which brought her thither. No doubt 
the girPs early dreams had been of sending forms and hues of beauty into 
the visible world out of her own mind; of compelling scenes of poetry and 
history to live before men’s eyes, through conceptions and by methods in- 
dividual to herself. But more and more, as she grew familiar with the 
miracles of art that enrich so many galleries in Rome, Hilda had ceased 
to consider herself as an original artist. No wonder that this change 
should have befallen her. She was endowed with a deep and sensitive fac- 
ulty of appreciation; she had the gift of discerning and worshipping ex- 
cellence in a most unusual measure. No other person, it is probable, rec- 
ognized so adequately, and enjoyed with such deep delight, the pic- 
torial wonders that were here displayed. SJbie saw — no, not saw, but felt 
—through and through a picture; she bestowed upon it all the warmth 
richness of a woman’s sympathy; not by any intellectual effort, but 
^ this strength of heart, and this guiding light of sympathy, she went 
straight to the central point, in which the master had conceived his work. 
Thus, she viewed it, as it were, with his own eyes, and hence her compre- 
hension of any picture that interested her was perfect. 

This power and depth of appreciation depended partly upon Hilda’s 
physical organization, which was at once healthful and exquisitely deli- 
cate; and, connected with this advantage, she had a command of hand, a 
nicety and force of touch, which is an endowment separate from pictorial 
genius, though indispensable to its exercise. 

It has probably happened in many other instances, as it did in Hilda’s 
case, that she ceased to aim at original achievement in consequence of 
the very gifts which so exquisitely fitted her to profit by familiarity with 
the works of the mighty old masters. Reverencing these wonderful men 
so deeply, she was too grateful for all they bestowed upon her, too loyal, 
too humble, in their awful presence, to think of enrolling herself in their 
society. Beholding the miracles of beauty which they had achieved, the 
world .s^eemed already rich enough in original designs, and nothing more 
was so rlesirable as to diffuse those self-same beauties more widely among 
mankind. All the youthful hopes and ambitions, the fanciful ideas which 
she hail brought from home, of great pictures to be conceived in her fem- 
inine mind, were flung aside, and, so far as those most intimate with her 
could discern, relinquished without a sigh. All that she would henceforth 
attempt — and that most reverently, not to say religiously — ^was to catch 
and reflect some of the glory which had been shed upon canvas from the 
immortal pencils of old. 
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Sq ^ in the Pinacotheca of the Vatican, in the 

galleries of the Pamfili-Doria palace, the Borghese, the Corsini, the Sci- 
arra, her easel was set up before many a famous picture by Guido, Do- 
menichino, Raphael, and the devout painters of earlier schools than 
these. Other artists and visitors from foreign lands beheld the slender, 
girlish figure in front of some world-known work, absorbed, uncon- 
scious of everything around her, seeming to live only in what she sought 
to do. They smiled, no doubt, at the audacity which led her to dream of 
copying those mighty achievements. But, if they paused to look over her 
shoulder, and had sensibility enough to understand what was before their 
eyes, they soon felt inclined to believe that the spirits of the old masters 
were hovering over Hilda, and guiding her delicate white hand. In truth, 
ffom whatever realm of bliss and many-colored beauty those spirits 
might descend, it would have been no unworthy errand to help so gentle 
and pure a worshipper of their genius in giving the last divine touch to 
her repetitions of their works. 

Her copies were indeed marvel ous. Accuracy was not the phrase for 
them ; a Chinese copy is accurate. Hilda’s had that evanescent and ether- 
eal life — that flitting fragrance, as it v/ere, of the originals — which it is 
as difficult to catch and retain as it would be for a sculptor to get the very 
movement and varying color of a living man into his marble bust. Only 
by watching the efforts of the most skilful copyists — men who spend a 
lifetime, as some of them do, in multiplying copies of a single picture— 
and observing how invariably they leave out just the indefinable charm 
that involves the last, inestimable value, can we understand the difficulties 
of the task which they undertake. 

It was not Hilda’s general practice to attempt reproducing the whole 
of a great picture, but to select some high, noble, and delicate portion of 
it, in which the spirit and essence of the picture culminated: the Virgin’s 
celestial sorrow, for example, or a hovering angel, imbued with immortal 
^ight, or a saint with the glow of heaven in his dying face, — and these 
would be rendered with her whole soul. If a picture had darkened into ar 
indistinct shadow through time and neglect, or had been injured by clean- 
ing, or retouched by some profane hand, she seemed to possess the fac- 
ulty of seeing it in its pristine glory. The copy would come from her 
hands with what the beholder felt must be the light which the old master 
had left upon the original in bestowing his final and most ethereal touch. 
In some instances even (at least, so those believed who best appreciated 
Hilda’s power and sensibility) she had been enabled to execute what the 
great master had conceived in his imagination, but had not so perfectly 
succeeded in putting upon canvas; a result surely not impossible when 
such depth of sympathy as she possessed was assisted by the delicate skill 
aindf’accuracy Of lier-siend'er hand. Tn such cases the girl was but a finei 
ifistrument, a more exquisitely effective piece of mechanism, by the help 
of which the spirit of some great departed painter now first achieved his 
ideal, centuries after his own earthly hand, that other tool, had turned to 
dust. 
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Not to describe her as too much a wonder, however, Hilda, or the 
Dove, as her well-wishers half laughingly delighted to call her, had been 
pronounced by good judges incomparably the best copyist in Rome. Af- 
ter minute examination of her works, the most skilful artists declared 
that she had been led to her results by following precisely the same proc- 
ess step by step through which the original painter had trodden to the 
development of his idea. Other copyists — if such they are worthy to be 
called — ^attempt only a superficial imitation. Copies of the old masters in 
this sense are produced by thousands; there are artists, as we have said, 
who spend their lives in painting the works, or perhaps one single work, 
of one illustrious painter over and over again :_thus they convert them- 
selves into Guido machines, or Raphaelic machinesTTheir performances, 
ifTsTfug; are "often wonderfully deceptive to a careless eye; but working 
entirely from the outside, and seeking only to reproduce the surface, these 
Hjen are sure to leave out that indefinable nothing, that inestimable 
JiraiSS^ing, that constitutes the life and soul through which the picture 
^ts^i]|;^ini.niortality. Hilda was no such machine as this; she wrought re- 
ligiously, and therefore wrought a miracle. 

It strikes us that there is something far higher and nobler in all this, in 
her thus sacrificing herself to the devout recognition of the highest excel- 
lence in art, than there would have been in cultivating her not inconsider- 
able share of talent for the production of works from her own ideas. She 
might have set up for herself, and won no ignoble name; she might have 
helped to fill the already crowded and cumbered world with pictures, not 
destitute of merit, but falling short, if by ever so little, of ^e best that 
has been done ; she might thus have gratified some tastes that were in- 
capable of appreciating Raphael. But this could be done only by lower- 
ing the standard of art to the comprehension of the spectator. She chose 
the better and loftier and more unselfish part, laying her individual hopes, 
her fame, her prospects of enduring remembrance, at the feet of those 
great departed ones, whom she so loved and venerated ; and therefore the 
world was the richer for this feeble girl. 

Since the beauty and glory of a great picture are confined within itself, 
she won out that glory by patient faith and self-devotion, and multiplied 
it for mankind. From the dark, chill corner of a gallery, — from some cur- 
tained chapel in a church, where the light came seldom and aslant, — from 
the princess carefully guarded cabinet, where not one eye in thousands 
was permitted to behold it, — she brought the wondrous picture into day- 
light, and gave all its magic splendor for the enjoyment of the world. 
Hilda’s faculty of genuine admiration is one of the rarest to be found in 
human nature; and let us try to recompense her in kind by admiring her 
generous self-surrender, and her brave, humble magnanimity in choosing 
to be the handmaid of those old magicians, instead of a minor enchantress 
within a circle of her own. 

The handmaid of Raphael, whom she loved with a virgin’s love! Would 
it have been worth Hilda’s while to relinqu^*'^ this office for the sake of 
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giving the world a picture or two which it would call original; pretty fan- 
cies of snow and moonlight; the counteipart in picture of so many fern- 
ine achievements in literature! 


CHAPTER vn 
Beatrice 

Miriam was glad to find the Dove ih her turret-home; for being endowed 
with an infinite activity, and taking (^xquisite delight in the sweet labor of 
which her life was full, it was Hilda’ s practice to flee abroad betimes, and 
haunt the galleries till dusk. Happy mve those (but they were very few) 
whom she ever chose to be the companions of her day; they saw the art- 
treasures of Rome, under her guidance, as they had never seen them be- 
fore. Not that Hilda could dissertate, or talk learnedly about pictures; 
she would probably have been puzzled by the technical terms of her own 
art. Not that she had much to say about what she most profoundly ad- 
mired; but even her silent sympathy was so powerful that it drew your 
own along with it, endowing you with a second-sight that enabled you to 
see excellences with almost the depth and delicacy of her own percepti(Mis. 

All the Anglo-Saxon denizens of Rome, by this time, knew Hilda by 
sight. Unconsciously, the poor child had become one of the spectacles of 
the Eternal City, and was often pointed out to strangers, sitting at her 
easel among the wild-bearded young men, the white-haired old ones, and 
the shabbily dressed, painfully plain women, who make up the throng of 
copyists. The old custodes knew her well, and watched over her as their 
own child. Sometimes a young artist, instead of going on with a copy of 
the picture before which he had placed his easel, would enrich his canvas 
with an original portrait of Hilda at her work. A lovelier subject could 
not have been selected, nor one which required nicer skill and insight in 
doing it anything like justice. She was pretty at all times, in our native 
New England style, with her light-brown ringlets, her delicately tinged, 
but healthful cheek, her sensitive, intelligent, yet most feminine and 
kindly face. But, every few moments, this pretty and girlish face grew 
beautiful and striking, as some inward thought and feeling brightened, 
rose to the surface, and then, as it were, passed out of sight again; so 
that, taking into view this constantly recurring change, it really seemed 
as ifJJilda were only visible by the^suDshine of her soul. 

In otEer~r€S pects7 she- WSs'^" good subject for a portrait, being distin- 
guished by a gentle picturesqueness, which was perhaps unconsciously be- 
stowed by some minute peculiarity of dress, such as artists seldom fail to 
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assume. The effect was to make her appear like an inhabitant of picture- 
l^d. a partly ideal creature, not to be handled, nor even approached too 
Qosdy. In her feminine self, Hilda was natural, and of pleasant deport- 
Ipfteut, endowed with a mild cheerfulness of temper, not overflowing with 
animal spirits, but never long despondent. There was a certain simplicity 
that made every one her friend, but it was combined with a subtile at- 
tribute of reserve, that insensibly kept those at a distance who were not 
ituited to her sphere. 

' Miriam was the dearest friend whom she had ever known. Being a year 
or two the elder, of longer acquaintance with Italy, and better fitted to 
Jeal with its crafty and selfish inhabitants, she had helped Hilda to ar- 
irange her way of life, and had encouraged her through those first weeks, 
flvhen Rome is so dreary to every new-comer. 

“But how lucky that you are at home to-day,” said Miriam, continu- 
ing the conversation which was begun, many pages back. “I hardly hoped 
to find you, though I had a favor to ask, — a commission to put into your 
charge. But what picture is this?” 

“See! ” said Hilda, taking her friend^s hand, and leading her in front of 
the easel. “I wanted your opinion of it.” 

“If you have really succeeded,” observed Miriam, recognizing the pic- 
ture at the first glance, “it will be the greatest miracle you have yel 
achieved.” 

The picture represented simply a female head; a very youthful, girl- 
ish, perfectly beautiful face, enveloped in white drapery, from beneath 
which strayed a lock or two of what seemed a rich, though hidden luxu- 
riance of auburn hair. The eyes were large and brown, and met those of 
the spectator, but evidently with a strange, ineffectual effort to escape. 
There was a little redness about the eyes, very slightly indicated, so that 
you would question whether or no the girl had been weeping. The whole 
face was quiet ; there was no distortion or disturbance of any single fea- 
ture; nor was it easy to see why the expression was not cheerful, or why a 
single touch of the artist’s pencil should not brighten it into joyousness. 
But, in fact, it was the very saddest picture ever painted or conceived; it 
involved an unfathomable depth of sorrow, the sense of which came to 
the observer by a sort of intuition. It was a sorrow that removed this 
beautiful girl out of the sphere of humanity, and set her in a far-off re- 
gion, the remoteness of which — while yet her face is so close before us — 
makes us shiver as at a spectre. 

“Yes, Hilda,” said her friend, after closely examining the picture, “you 
have done nothing else so wonderful as this. But by what unheard-of 
solicitations or secret interest have you obtained le^e to copy Guido’s 
Beatrice Cenci? It is an unexampled favor; and the impossibility of get- 
ting a genuine copy has filled the Roman picture-shops with Beatrices, 
gay, grievous, or coquettish, but never a true one among them.” 

“There has been one exquisite copy, I have heard,” said Hilda, “by an 
artist capable of appreciating the spirit of the picture. It was Thompson, 
who brought it away piecemeal, being forbidden (like the rest of us) to 
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set up his easel before it. As for me, I knew the Prince Barberini would 
be deaf to all entreaties; so I had no resource but to sit down before the 
picture, day after day, and let it sink into my heart. I do believe it is 
now photographed there. It is a sad face to keep so close to one’s heart; 
qnly,^whaLi3.so very beautiful can never be quite a pain. Well; after 
studying it in this way, I know not how many times, I came home, and 
have done my best to transfer the image to canvas.” 

^^Here it is then,” said Miriam, contemplating Hilda’s work with great 
interest and delight, mixed with the painful sympathy that the picture 
excited. ‘^Everywhere we see oil-paintings, crayon-sketches, cameos, en- 
gravings, lithographs, pretending to be Beatrice, and representing the 
poor girl with blubbered eyes, a leer of coquetry, a merry look as if she 
were dancing, a piteous look as if she were beaten, and twenty other 
modes of fantastic mistake. But he e is Guido’s very Beatrice; she that 
slept in the dungeon, and awoke, oetimes, to ascend the scaffold. And 
now that you have done it, Hilda, < an you interpret what the feeling is, 
that gives this picture such a mysterious force? For my part, though 
deeply sensible of its influence, I can iot seize it.” 

“Nor can I, in words,” replied h'^r friend. “But while I was painting 
her, I felt all the time as if she were trying to escape from my gaze. She 
knows that her sorrow is so strange and so immense, that she ought to be 
solitary forever, both for the world s sake and her own ; and this is the 
reason we feel such a distance between Beatrice and ourselves, even when 
our eyes meet hers. It is infinitely heart-breaking to meet her glance, and 
to feel that nothing can be done to help or comfort her; neither does she 
ask help or comfort, knowing the hopelessness of her case better than we 
do. She is a fallen angel, — fallen, and yet sinless; and it is only this depth 
of sorrow, with its weight and darkness, that keeps her down upon earth, 
and brings her within our view even while it sets her beyond our reach.” 

“You deem her sinless?” asked Miriam; “that is not so plain to me. If 
I can pretend to see at all into that dim region, whence she gazes si 
strangely and sadly at us, Beatrice’s own conscience does not acquit her 
of something evil, and never to be forgiven! ” 

“Sorrow so black as hers oppresses her very nearly as sin would,” said 
Hilda. 

“Then,” inquired Miriam, “do you think that there was no sin in the 
deed for which she suffered?” 

“Ah!” replied Hilda, shuddering, “I really had quite forgotten Bea- 
trice’s history, and was thinking of her only as the picture seems to re^ 
veal her character. Yes, yes; it was terrible guilt, an inexpiable crime, 
and she feels it to be so. There'fore it is that the forlorn creature so longs 
to elude our eyes, and forever vanish away into nothingness! Her doom 
is just!” 

“O Hilda, your innocence is like a sharp steel sword!” exclaimed her 
friend. “Your judgments are often terribly severe, though you seem all 
made up of gentleness and mercy. Beatrice’s sin may not have been so 
great: perhaps it was no sin at all, but the best virtue possible in the cip 
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rumstanoes. If she viewed it as a sin, it may have been because her na- 
ture was too feeble for the fate imposed upon her. Ah!^^ continued Mir- 
iam, passionately, “if I could only get within her consciousness! — if I 
could but clasp Beatrice Cenci’s ghost, and draw it into myself! I would 
give my life to know whether she thought herself innocent, or the one 
great criminal since time began,” 

As Miriam gave utterance to these words, Hilda looked from the pic- 
ture into her face, and was startled to observe that her friend’s expres- 
sion had become almost exactly that of the portrait; as if her passionate 
wish and struggle to penetrate poor Beatrice’s mystery had been suc- 
ressfuL 

“Oh, for Heaven’s sake, Miriam, do not look so! ” she cried. “What an 
actress you are! And I never guessed it before. Ah! now you are yourself 
again!” she added, kissing her. “Leave Beatrice to me in future.” 

“Cover up your magical picture, then,” replied her friend, “else I never 
can look away from it. It is strange, dear Hilda, how an innocent, deli- 
cate, white soul like yours has been able to seize the subtle mystery of 
this portrait; as you surely must, in order to reproduce it so perfectly. 
Well; we will not talk of it any more. Do you know, I have come to you 
this morning on a small matter of business. Will you undertake it for 
me?” 

“Oh, certainly,” said Hilda, laughing; “if you choose to trust me with 
business.” 

“Nay, it is not a matter of any difficulty,” answered Miriam; “merely 
to take charge of this packet, and keep it for me awhile.” 

“But why not keep it yourself?” asked Hilda. 

“Partly because it will be safer in your charge,” said her friend. “I am 
a careless sort of person in ordinary things; while you, for all you dwell 
so high above the world, have certain little housewifely ways of accuracy 
and order. The packet is of some slight importance; and yet, it may be, I 
shall not ask you for it again. In a week or two, you know, I am leaving 
Rome. You, setting at defiance the malarial fever, mean to stay here and 
(launt your beloved galleries through the summer. Now, four months 
hence, unless you hear more from me, I would have you deliver the 
packet according to its address.” 

Hilda read the direction; it was to Signore Luca Barboni, at the Pal- 
azzo Cenci, third piano. 

“I will deliver it with my own hand,” said she, “precisely four months 
from to-day, unless you bid me to the contrary. Perhaps I shall meet the 
^hqst of Beatrice in that grim old palace (^her ’ 

“In that case,^^ rejoined Miriam, “do hot fail to speak to her, and try 
to win her confidence. Poor thing! she would be all the better for pouring 
her heart out freely, and would be glad to do it, if she were sure of sym- 
pathy. It irks my brain and heart to think of her, all shut up within her- 
iself.” She withdrew the cloth that Hilda had drawn over the picture, and 
took another long look at it, — ^‘Toor sister Beatrice! for she was still a 
woman, Hilda, still a sister, be her sin or sorrow what they might. How 
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well you have done it, Hilda! I know not whether Guido will thank you, 
or be jealous of your rivalship.” 

“Jealous, indeed!’’ exclaimed Hilda. “If Guido had not wrought 
through me, my pains would have been thrown away.” 

“After all,” resumed Miriam, “if a woman had painted the original 
picture, there might have been something in it which we miss now. I have 
a great mind to undertake a copy myself, and try to give it what it lacks. 
Well; good-by. But, stay! I am going for a little airing to the grounds of 
the Villa Borghese this afternoon. You will think it very foolish, but I 
always feel the safer in your company, Hilda, slender little maiden as 
you are. Will you come?” 

“Ah, not to-day, dearest Miriam,’ she replied, “I have set my heart on 
giving another touch or two to this picture, and shall not stir abroad till 
nearly sunset.” 

“Farewell, then,” said her visitor. ‘I leave you in your dove-cote. What 
a sweet, strange life you lead here; conversing with the souls of the old 
masters, feeding and fondling your sister-doves, and trimming the Vir- 
gin’s lamp! Hilda, do you ever prcty to the Virgin while you tend her 
shrine?” 

“Sometimes I have been moved to do so,” replied the Dove, blushing, 
and lowering her eyes; “she was a woman once. Do you think it would 
be wrong?” 

“Nay, that is for you to judge,” said Miriam; “but when you pray 
next, dear friend, remember me! ” 

She went down the long descent of the lower staircase, and just as she 
reached the street the flock of doves again took their hurried flight from 
the pavement to the topmost window. She threw her eyes upward and 
beheld them hovering about Hilda’:^head ; for, after her friend’s depart- 
ure, the girl had been more impressed than before by something very sad 
and troubled in her manner. She was, therefore, leaning forth from her 
airy abode, and flinging down a kind, maidenly kiss, and a gesture of 
farewell, in the hope that these might alight upon Miriam’s heart, and 
comfort its unknown sorrow a little. Kenyon the sculptor, who chanced to 
be passing the head of the street, took note of that ethereal kiss, and 
wished that he could have caught it in the air and got Hilda’s leave to 
keep it. 


CHAPTER vm 

The Suburban Villa 

Donatello, while it was still a doubtful question betwixt afternoon and 
morning, set forth to keep the appointment which Miriam had carelessly 
tendered him in the grounds of the Villa Borghese. 
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The entrance to these grounds (as all my readers knoWj^Jor everybody 
nowadays has been in Rome) is just outside of the Porta del Popolo. 
Passing beneath that not very Impressive specimen of Michael Angelovs 
architecture, a minute’s walk will transport the visitor from the small, 
uneasy, lava stones of the Roman pavement into broad, gravelled car- 
riage-drives, whence a little farther stroll brings him to the soft turf of a 
beautiful seclusion. A seclusion, but seldom a solitude; for priest, noble, 
and populace, stranger and native, all who breathe Roman air, find free 
admission, and come hither to taste the languid enjoyment of the day- 
dream that they call life. 

But Donatello’s enjoyment was of a livelier kind. He soon began to 
draw long and delightful breaths among those shadowy walks. Judging 
by the pleasure which the sylvan character of the scene excited in him, it 
might be no merely fanciful theory to set him down as a kinsman, not 
far remote, of that wild, sweet, playful, rustic creature, to whose marble 
image he bore so striking a resemblance. How mirthful a discovery would 
it be (and yet with a touch of pathos in it), if the breeze which sported 
fondly with his clustering locks were to waft them suddenly aside, and 
show a pair of leaf-shaped, furry ears! What an honest strain of wildness 
would it indicate! and into what regions of rich mystery would it extend 
Donatello’s S3mipathies, to be thus linked (and by no monstrous chain) 
with what we call the inferior tribes of being, whose simplicity, mingled 
with his human intelligence, might partly restore what man has lost of 
the divine! 

The scenery amid which the youth now strayed was such as arrays 
itself in the imagination when we read the beautiful old myths, and fancy 
a brighter sky, a softer turf, a more picturesque arrangement of vener- 
able trees, than we find in the rude and untrained landscapes of the West- 
ern world. The ilex-trees, so ancient and time-honored were they, seemed 
to have lived for ages undisturbed, and to feel no dread of profanation by 
the axe any more than overthrow by the thunder-stroke. It had already 
passed out of their dreamy old memories that only a few years ago they 
were grievously imperilled by the Gaul’s last assault upon the walls of 
Rome. As if confident in the long peace of their lifetime, they assumed 
attitudes of indolent repose. They leaned over the green turf in ponder- 
ous grace, throwing abroad their great branches without danger of inter- 
fering with other trees, though other majestic trees grew near enough for 
dignified society, but too distant for constraint. Never was there a more 
venerable quietude than that which slept among their sheltering boughs; 
never a sweeter sunshine than that now gladdening the gentle gloom 
which these leafy patriarchs strove to diffuse over the swelling and sub- 
siding lawns. 

In other portions of the grounds the stone-pines lifted their dense 
clump of branches upon a slender length of stem, so high that they looked 
like green islands in the air, flinging down a shadow upon the turf so far 
off that you hardly knew which tree had made it. Again, there were ave- 
nues of cypress, resembling dark flames of huge funeral candles, which 
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spread dusk and twilight round about them instead of cheerful radiance. 
The more open spots were all a-bloom, even so early in the season, with 
anemones of wondrous size, both white and rose-colored, and violets that 
betrayed themselves by their rich fragrance, even if their blue eyes failed 
to meet your own. Daisies, too, were abundant, but larger than the mod- 
est little English flower, and therefore of small account. 

These wooded and flowery lawns are more beautiful than the finest of 
English park-scenery, more touching, more impressive, through the ne- 
glect that leaves Nature so much to her own ways and methods. Since 
man seldom interferes with her, she sets to work in her quiet way and 
makes herself at home. There is enough of human care, it is true, be- 
stowed, long ago and still bestowed, tc prevent wildness from growing into 
deformity; and the result is an idea- landscape, a woodland scene that 
seems to have been projected out of ttie poet’s mind. If the ancienj Faun 
were other than a mere creation of oh poetry, and could have reappeared 
anywhere, it must have been in such a scene as this. 

In the openings of the wood there are fountains plashing into marble 
basins, the depths of which are shagg/ with water-weeds; or they tumble 
like natural cascades from rock to rock, sending their murmur afar, to 
make the quiet and silence more appreciable. Scattered here and there 
with careless artifice, stand old altars bearing Roman inscriptions. Stat- 
ues, gray with the long corrosion of even that soft atmosphere, half hide 
and half reveal themselves, high on pedestals, or perhaps fallen and 
broken on the turf. Terminal figures, columns of marble or granite porti- 
cos, arches, are seen in the vistas of the wood-paths, either veritable rel- 
ics of antiquity, or with so exquisite a touch of artful ruin on them that 
they are better than if really antique. At all events, grass grows on the 
tops of the shattered pillars, and weeds and flowers root themselves in 
the chinks of the massive arches and fronts of temples, and clamber at 
large over their pediments, as if this were the thousandth summer since 
their winged seeds alighted there. 

What a strange idea — what a needless labor — to construct artificial 
ruins in Rome, the native soil of ruin I But even these sportive imitations, 
wrought by man in emulation of what time has done to temples and pal- 
aces, are perhaps centuries old, and, beginning as illusions, have grown to 
be venerable in sober earnest. The result of all is a scene, p)ensive, lovely, 
dream-like, enjo3^able and sad, such as is to be found nowhere save in 
these princely villa-residences in the neighborhood of Rome; a scene that 
must have required generations and ages, during which growth, decay, 
and man’s intelligence wrought kindly together, to render it so gently 
wild as we behold it now. 

The final charm is bestowed by the malaria. There is a piercing, thrill- 
ing, delicious kind of regret in the idea of so much beauty thrown away, 
or only enjoyable at its half-development, in winter and early spring, and 
never to be dwelt amongst, as the home-scenery of any human being. For 
if you come hither in summer, and stray through these glades in the gold- 
en sunset, fever walks arm in arm with you, and death awaits you at the 
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aid af the dim vista* ThusLjhe scene is like Eden in its Iqydiness; like 
gd ea, tpq^ in the fatal spell that removes it beyond the scope of man^s 
SHnM possessions* But Donatello felt nothing of this dream-like melan- 
ffiWy ihat haunts the spot. As he passed among the sunny shadows, his 
spirit seemed to acquire new elasticity. The flicker of the sunshine, the 
sparkle of the fountain’s gush, the dance of the leaf upon the bougn, the 
woodland fragrance, the green freshness, the old sylvan peace and free- 
dom, were all intermingled in those long breaths which he drew. 

The ancient dust, the mouldiness of Rome, the dead atmosphere in 
which he had wasted so many months, the hard pavements, the smell of 
ruin and decaying generations, the chill palaces, the convent-bells, the 
heavy incense of altars, the life that he had led in those dark, narrow 
streets, among priests, soldiers, nobles, artists, and women, — all the sense 
of these things rose from the young man’s consciousness like a cloud 
which had darkened over him without his knowing how densely. 

He drank in the natural influences of the scene, and was intoxicated as 
by an exhilarating wine. He ran races with himself along the gleam and 
shadow of the wood-paths. He leapt up to catch the overhanging bough 
of an ilex, and swinging himself by it alighted far onward, as if he had 
flown thither through the air. In a sudden rapture, he embraced the trunk 
of a sturdy tree, and seemed to imagine it a creature worthy of affection 
and capable of a tender response; he clasped it closely in his arms, as a 
Faun might have clasped the warm feminine grace of the nymph, whom 
antiquity supposed to dwell within that rough, encircling rind. Then, in 
order to bring himself closer to the genial earth, with which his kindred 
ijjstincts linked him so sfrongly, he threw himself at full length on the 
tuff, and pressed down his Ups, kissing the violets and daisies, which 
kissed him back again, though shyly, in their maiden fashion. 

While he lay there, it was pleasant to see how the green and blue liz- 
ards, who had been basking on some rock or on a fallen pillar that ab- 
sorbed the warmth of the sun, scrupled not to scramble over him with 
their small feet; and how the birds alighted on the nearest twigs and sang 
their little roundelays unbroken by any chirrup of alarm; they recog- 
nized him, it may be, as something akin to themselves, or else they fan- 
cied that he was rooted and grew there; for these wild pets of nature 
no more in his buoyant life than if a mound of soil and grass 
andfloww53iftd long^sTncg^nyyeTedT iis dead body, converting it back to 
the s)mipathies from which human -existence had estranged it. 

ATI of us, after a long abode in cities, have felt the blood gush more 
joyously through our veins with the first breath of rural air; few could 
feel it so much as Donatello, a creature of simple elements, bred in the 
sweet sylvan life of Tuscany, and for months back dwelling amid the 
mouldy gloom and dim splendor of old Rome. Natun^has been shut out 
for numberless centuries from those stony-hearted "struts, to which he 
fi^Ja fterly grown accustomed; there is no trace of her, except for what 
6Ia3es of grass spring" out of the pavements of the less trodden piazzas, or 
wESt weeds cluster and tiift themselves on the cornices of ruins. There- 
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fore his joy was like that of a child that had gone astray from home, and 
finds him suddenly in his mother’s arms again. 

At last, deeming it full time for Miriam to keep her tryst, he climbed to 
the tiptop of the tallest tree, and thence looked about him, swaying to and 
fro in the gentle breeze, which was like the respiration of that great leafy, 
living thing. Donatello saw beneath him the whole circuit of the enchant- 
ed ground; the statues and columns pointing upward from among the 
shrubbery, the fountains flashing in the sunlight, the paths winding hith- 
er and thither, and continually finding out some nook of new and ancient 
pleasantness. He saw the villa, too, with its marble front incrusted all 
over with bas-reliefs, and statues in its many niches. It was as beautiful 
as a fairy palace, and seemed an abocie in which the lord and lady of this 
fair domain might fitly dwell, and c(^me forth each morning to enjoy as 
sweet a life as their happiest dreams o^ the past night could have depicted. 
All this he saw, but his first glance h<.d taken in too wide a sweep, and it 
was not till his eyes fell almost direedy beneath him, that Donatello be- 
held Miriam just turning into the path that led across the roots of his 
very tree. 

He descended among the foliage, waiting for her to come close to the 
trunk, and then suddenly dropped frc»m an impending bough, and alight- 
ed at her side,. It was as if the swaying of the branches h^ let a ray of 
..suolight through. The. same ray likewise glimmered among the gloomy 
meditatiops that encompassed Miriam, and lit up the pale, dark beauty 
of her face, while it responded pleasantly to Donatello’s glance. 

-Uiardly know,” said she, smiling, “whether you have sprouted out ol 
the rrohT ffi^ In either case you are welcome.” 

AndTHeywalked onward together. 


CHAPTER IX 

The Faun and Nymph 

Miriam’s sadder mood, it might be, had at first an effect on Donatello’s 
spirits. It checked the joyous ebullition into which they would otherwise 
have effervesced when he found himself in her society, not, as heretofore, 
in the old gloom of Rome, but under that bright soft sky and in those 
Arcadian woods. He was silent for a while; it being, indeed, seldom Dona- 
tello’s impulse to express himself copiously in words. His usual modes of 
demonstration were by the natural language of gesture, tHe in^slirrctive 
mo^^mggCB^ ^riy ' ft^ features, 

whidi T^thin a limited range of thought and emotion, would speak vol- 
'antCs m a mom^F 
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By and by, his own mood seemed to brighten Miriam’s, and was re- 
flected back upon himself. He began inevitably, as it were, to dance along 
the wood-path, flinging himself into attitudes of strange comic grace. 
Often, too, he ran a little way in advance of his companion, and then 
stood to watch her as she approached along the shadowy and sun-fleckered 
path. With every step she took, he expressed his joy at her nearer and 
nearer presence by what might be thought an extravagance of gesticula- 
tion, but which doubtless was the language of the natural man, though 
laid aside and forgotten by other men, now that words have been feebly 
substituted in the place of signs and symbols. He gave Miriam the idea 
of a being not precisely man, nor yet a child, but, in a high and beautiful 
sense, an animal, — a creature in a state of development less than what 
mankind has attained, yet the more perfect within itself for that very 
deficiency. This idea filled her mobile imagination with agreeable fan- 
tasies,"l?1iich, after smiling at them herself, she tried to convey to the 
young man. 

'What are you, my friend?” she exclaimed, always keeping in mind his 
singular resemblance to the Faun of the Capitol. ‘Tf you are, in good 
truth, that wild and pleasant creature whose face you wear, pray make 
me known to your kindred. They will be found hereabouts, if anywhere. 
Knock at the rough rind of this ilex-tree, and summon forth the Dryad! 
Ask the water-nymph to rise dripping from yonder fountain, and ex- 
change a moist pressure of the hand with me! Do not fear that I shall 
shrink, even if one of your rough cousins, a hairy Satyr, should come 
capering on his goat-legs out of the haunts of far antiquity, and propose 
to dance with me among these lawns! And will not Bacchus, — with whom 
you consorted so familiarly of old, and who loved you so well, — will he 
not meet us here, and squeeze rich grapes into his cup for you and me?” 

Donatello smiled; he laughed heartily, indeed, in sympathy with the 
mirth that gleamed out of Miriam’s deep, dark eyes. But he did not 
seem quite to understand her mirthful talk, nor to be disposed to explain 
what kind of creature he was, or to inquire with what divine or poetic 
kindred his companion feigned to link him. He appeared only to know 
that Miriam was beautiful, and that she smiled graciously upon him; 
that the present moment was very sweet, and himself most happy, with 
the sunshine, the sylvan scenery, and woman’s kindly charm, which it 
enclosed within its small circumference. It was delightful to see the trust 
which he reposed in Miriam, and his pure joy in her propinquity; he 
asked nothing, sought nothing, save to be near the beloved object, and 
^brimmed over with ecstacy at that simple boon. A creature of the happy 
tribes below us sometimes shows the capacity of this enjoyment; a man, 
seldom or never. 

"Donatello,” said Miriam, looking at him thoughtfully, but amused, 
yet not without a shade of sorrow, "you seem very happy; what makes 
you so?” 

"Because I love you! ” answered Donatello. 

He made this momentous confession as if it were the most natural thing 
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in the world; and on her part, — ^such was the contagion of his simplicity, 
— Miriam heard it without anger or disturbance , though with no respond- 
ing emotion. It was as if they had strayed across the limits of Arcadia, 
and come under a civil polity where young men might avow their passion 
with as little restraint as a bird pipes its note to a similar purpose. 

‘Why should you love me, foolish boy?’’ said she. “We have no points 
of sympathy at all. There are not two creatures more unlike, in this wide 
world, than you and I ! ” 

“You are yourself, and I am Donatello,” replied he. “Therefore I love 
you ! There needs no other reason.” 

Certainly, there was no better or more explicable reason. It might have 
been imagined that Donatello’s unsophisticated heart would be more 
readily attracted to a feminine nature of clear simplicity like his own, 
than to one already turbid with grie' or wrong, as Miriam’s seemed to be. 
Perhaps, on the other hand, his character needed the dark element, which 
it found in her. The force and en*Tgy of will, that sometimes flashed 
through her eyes, may have taken liim captive; or, not improbably, the 
varying lights and shadows of her tn.mper, now so mirthful, and anon so 
sad with mysterious gloom, had bewitched the youth. Analyze the mat- 
ter as we may, the reason assigned by Donatello himself was as satisfac- 
tory as we are likely to attain. 

Miriam could not think seriously of the avowal that had passed. He 
held out his love so freely, in his open palm, that she felt it could be 
nothing but a toy, which she might play with for an instant, and give 
back again. And yet Donatello’s heart was so fresh a fountain, that, had 
Miriam been more world-worn than she was, she might have found it 
exquisite to slake her thirst with the feelings that welled up and brimmed 
over from it. She was far, very far, from the dusty mediaeval epoch, when 
some women have a taste for such refreshment. Even for her, however, 
there was an inexpressible charm in the simplicity that prompted Dona- 
tello’s words and deeds; though, unless she caught them in precisely the 
true light, they seemed but folly, the offspring of a maimed or imper- 
fectly developed intellect. Alternately, she almost admired, or wholly 
scorned him, and knew not which estimate resulted from the deeper ap- 
preciation. But it could not, she decided for herself, be other than an inno- 
cent pastime, if they two — sure to be separated by their different paths it« 
life, to-morrow — were to gather up some of the little pleasures that 
chanced to grow about their feet, like the violets and wood-anemones^ 
to-day. 

Yet an impulse of rectitude impelled Miriam to give him what she stHi 
held to be a needless warning against an imaginary peril. 

“If you were wiser, Donatello, you would think me a dangerous per> 
son,” said she. “If you follow my footsteps, they will lead you to no good, 
You ought to be afraid of me.” 

“I would as soon think of fearing the air we breathe,” he replied. 

“And well you may, for it is full of malaria,” said Miriam; she weni 
on, hinting at an intangible confession, such as persons with overbur* 
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dened hearts often make to children or dumb animals, or to holes in the 
earth, where they think their secrets may be at once revealed and buried. 
^“Those who come too near me are in danger of great mischiefs, I do 
assure you. Take warning, therefore! It is a sad fatality that has brought 
you from your home among the Apennines, — some rusty old castle, I sup- 
kp)Ose, with a village at its foot, and an Arcadian environment of vineyards, 
fig-trees, and olive-orchards, — a sad mischance, I say, that has trans- 
ported you to my side. You have had a happy life hitherto, — have you 
not, Donatello?” 

‘‘Oh, yes,” answered the young man; and, though not of a retrospective 
turn, he made the best effort he could to send his mind back into the past. 
“I remember thinking it happiness to dance with the contadinas at a vil- 
lage feast; to taste the new, sweet wine at vintage-time, and the old, rip- 
ened wine, which our podere is famous for, in the cold winter evenings ; 
and to devour great, luscious figs, and apricots, peaches, cherries, and 
melons. I was often happy in the woods, too, with hounds and horses, and 
very happy in watching all sorts of creatures and birds that haunt the 
leafy solitudes. But never half so happy as now! ” 

“In these delightful groves?” she asked. 

“Here, and with you,” answered Donatello. “Just as we are now.” 

“What a fulness of content in him! How silly, and how delightful!” 
said Miriam to herself. Then addressing him again: “But, Donatello, 
how long will this happiness last?” 

“How long! ” he exclaimed; for it perplexed him even more to think of 
the future than to remember the past. “Why should it have any end? 
How long I Forever! forever! forever!” 

“The child! the simpleton!” said Miriam, with sudden laughter, and 
checking it as suddenly. “But is he a simpleton indeed? Here, in those 
few natural words, he has expressed that deep sense, that profound con- 
viction of its own immortality, which genuine love never fails to bring. 
He perplexes me, — ^yes, and bewitches me, — ^wild, gentle, beautiful crea- 
ture that he is ! It is like playing with a young greyhound ! ” 

Her eyes filled with tears, at the same time that a smile shone out of 
them. Then first she became sensible of a delight and grief at once, in 
feeling this zephyr of a new affection, with its untainted freshness, blow 
over her weary, stifled heart, which had no right to be revived by it. The 
very exquisiteness of the enjoyment made her know that it ought to be a 
forbidden one. 

“Donatello,” she hastily exclaimed, “for your own sake, leave me! It is 
not such a happy thing as you imagine it, to wander in these woods with 
me , a girl from another land, burdened with a doom that she tells to 
none. I might make you dread me, — ^perhaps hate me, — if I chose ; and I 
must choose, if I find you loving me too well ! ” 

“I fear nothing!” said Donatello, looking into her unfathomable eyes 
with perfect trust. “I love always! ” 

“I speak in vain,” thought Miriam within herself. 

“Well, then, for this one hour, let me be such as he imagines me. To- 
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morrow will be time enough to come back to my reality.^y r^lity ! w|^^ 
is i t? Is the p ast so indestructible? the future so immitt^ame? Is tKe^ark 
dream^Tff^Tch I “Walk; of such solid, stony substance, that there can be 
no esca^ Qiit' of its dungeon? Be it so! There is, at least, that ethereal 
^allty in my spirit, that it can make me as gay as Donatello himself, — 
for this one hour?” 

And immediately she brightened up, as if an inward flame, heretofore 
stifled, were now permitted to fill her with its happy lustre, glowing 
through her cheeks and dancing in her eye-beams. 

Donatello, brisk and cheerful as he seemed before, showed a sensibility 
to Miriam’s gladdened mood by brt aking into still wilder and ever-vary- 
ing activity. He frisked around her, lubbling over with joy, which clothed 
itself in words that had little indivicmal meaning, and in snatches of song 
that seemed as natural as bird-noh s. Then they both laughed together, 
and heard their own laughter retun ing in the echoes, and laughed again 
at the response, so that the anciei t and solemn grove became full of 
merriment for these two blithe spiri s. A bird happening to sing cheerily , 
Donatel]jX^aye_a: peculiar call, an ! the Tittle feathered creature came 
fluttering about his headj^_as if it hax known him through many summers. 

^^How close he stands to-nature!” said Miriam, observing this pleasant 
familiarity between her companion and the bird. “Hje shall make me as 
natural as himself for this one hour.” 


As they strayed through tbat.,sweet wilderness, she felt more and more 
the influence of his elastic temperament. Miriam was an impressible and 
impulsive creature, as unlike herself, in different moods, as if a melan^ 
choly maiden and a glad one were both bound within the girdle about her 
waist, and kept in magic thraldom by the brooch that clasped jt. Natural- 
ly, it is true, she wa^the more inclined to melancholy, yet fully capable 
of lhaf high** frolic of the spirits w^hich richly compensates for many 
gtooniy hours; if her soul was apt to lurk in the darkness of a cavern, she 
touTcT'^off madly in the sunshine before the cavern^s mouth. Except the 
Treshest mirth of animaLsp.irits, like^DimateUa’s,. -there is 

from the dark region in which it is their_custom to keep themselves im- 

So the^hadmvy Miriam almost outdid Donatello on his own grounds 
They rairraces^wrni’'eacTrb£her, side by side, with shouts and laughter; 
they pelted one another with early flowers, and gathering them up twined 
them with green leaves into garlands for both their heads. They played 
together like children, or creatures of immortal youth. So much had they 
flung aside the sombre habitudes of daily life, that they seemed born to 
be sportive forever, and endowed with eternal mirthfulness instead cf 
any deeper joy. It was a glimpse far backward into Arcadian life, or, fur- 
ther still, into the Golden Age, before mankind was burdened with sin 
and sorrow, and before pleasure had been darkened with those shadows 
that bring it into high relief, and make it happiness. 

‘^Hark! ” cried Donatello, stopping short, as he was about to bind Mir- 
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iam’s fair hands with flowers, and lead her along in triumph, “there is 
music somewhere in the grove I ” 

“It is your kinsman, Pan, most likely,’’ said Miriam, “playing on his 
pipe. Let us go seek him, and make him puff out his rough cheeks and 
pipe his merriest air! Come; the strain of music will guide us onward like 
a gayly colored thread of silk.” 

“Or like a chain of flowers,” responded Donatello, drawing her along 
by that which he had twined. “This way! — Come! ” 


CHAPTER X 

The Sylvan Dance 

As the music came fresher on their ears, they danced to its cadence, ex- 
temporizing new steps and attitudes. Each varying movement had a grace 
which might have been worth putting into marble, for the long delight of 
days to come, but vanished with the movement that gave it birth, and was 
effaced from memory by another. In Miriam’s motion, freely as she flung 
herself into the frolic of the hour, there was still an artful beauty; in 
Donatello’s, there was a charm of indescribable grotesqueness hand in 
hand with grace; sweet, bewitching, most provocative of laughter, and 
yet akin to pathos, so deeply did it touch the heart. This was the ultimate 
peculiarity, the final touch, distinguishing between the sylvan creature 
imd the beautiful companion at his side. Setting apart only this, Miriam 
resembled a Nymph, as much as Donatello did a Faun. 

There were flitting moments, indeed, when she played the sylvan char- 
acter as perfectly as he. Catching glimpses of her, then, you would have 
fancied that an oak had sundered its rough bark to let her dance freely 
forth, endowed with the same spirit in her human form as that which 
rustles in the leaves; or that she had emerged through the pebbly bottom 
of a fountain, a water-nymph, to play and sparkle in the sunshine, flinging 
a quivering light around her, and suddenly disappearing in a shower of 
rainbow drops. 

As the fountain sometimes subsides into its basin, so in Miriam there 
were symptoms that the frolic of her spirits would at last tire itself out. 

“Ah! Donatello,” cried she, laughing, as she stopped to take breath; 
“you have an unfair advantage over me! I -am no true creature of the 
woods; while you are a real Faun, I do believe. When your curls shook 
just now, methought I had a peep at the pointed ears.” 

Donatello snapped his fingers above his head, as fauns and satyrs 
taught us first to do, and seemed to radiate jollity out of his whole nim- 
ble person. Nevertheless, there was a kind of dim apprehension in his 
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face, as if he dreaded that a moment’s pause might break the spell, and 
snatch away the sportive companion whom he had waited for through so 
many dreary months. 

^‘Dance! dance! ” cried he, joyously. ‘^If we take breath, we shall be as 
we were yesterday. There, now, is the music, just beyond this clump of 
trees. Dance, Miriam, dance!” 

They had now reached an open, grassy glade (of which there are many 
in that artfully constnicted wilderness), set round with stone seats, on 
wEIcK'^fHe aged moss had kindly essayed to spread itself instead of 
cushions. On one of the stone benches sat the musicians, whose strains 
had enticed our wild couple thitherward. They proved to be a vagrant 
band, such as Rome, and all Italy, ibounds with ; comprising a harp, a 
flute, and a violin, which, though greatly the worse for wear, the per- 
formers had skill enough to provole and modulate into tolerable har- 
mony. It chanced to be a feast-day and, instead of playing in the sun- 
scorched piazzas of the city, or bene ith the windows of some unrespons- 
ive palace, they had bethought themselves to try the echoes of these 
woods; for, on the festas of the Chu'ch, Rome scatters its merry-makers 
all abroad, ripe for the dance or any 0 her pastime. 

As Miriam and Donatello emerged from among the trees, the musicians 
scraped, tinkled, or blew, each according to his various kind of instru- 
ment, more inspiringly than ever. A dark-cheeked little girl, with bright 
black eyes, stood by, shaking a tambourine set round with tinkling bells, 
and thumping it on its parchment head. Without interrupting his brisk, 
though measured movement, Donatello snatched away this unmelodious 
contrivance, and flourishing it above his head, produced music of inde- 
scribable potency, still dancing with frisky step, and striking the tam- 
bourine, and ringing its little bells, all in one jovial act. 

It might be that there was magic in the sound, or contagion, at least, in 
the spirit which had got possession of Miriam and himself, for very soon 
a number of festal people were drawn to the spot, and struck into the 
dance, singly, or in pairs, as if they were all gone mad with jollity. Among 
them were some of the plebeian damsels whom we meet bareheaded in 
the Roman streets, with silver stilettos thrust through their glossy hair; 
the contadinas, too, from the Campagna and the villages, with their rich 
and picturesque costumes of scarlet and all bright hues, such as fairer 
maidens might not venture to put on. Then came the modern Roman 
from Trastevere, perchance, with his old cloak drawn about him like a 
toga, which anon, as his active motion heated him, he flung aside. Three 
French soldiers capered freely into the throng, in wide scarlet trousers, 
their short swords dangling at their sides; and three German artists in 
gray flaccid hats and flaunting beards; and one of the Pope’s Swiss 
guardsmen in the strange motley garb which Michael Angelo contrived 
for them. Two young English tourists (one of them a lord) took conta- 
dine partners and dashed in, as did also a shaggy man in goat-skin 
breeches, who looked like rustic Pan in person, and footed it as merrily as 
he. Besides the above there was a herdsman or two from the Campagna. 
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and a few peasants in sky-blue jackets, and small-clothes tied with rib- 
bons at the knees; haggard and sallow were these last, poor serfs, having 
little to eat and nothing but the malaria to breathe; but still they plucked 
up a momentary spirit and joined hands in Donatello^s dance. 

Here, as it seemed, had the Golden Age come back again within the 
precincts of this sunny glade, thawing mankind out of their cold for- 
malities, releasing them from irksome restraint, mingling them together 
in such childlike gayety that new flowers (of which the old bosom of the 
earth is full) sprang up beneath their footsteps. The sole exception to the 
geniality of the moment, as we have understood, was seen m country- 
myx of our own, who sneered at the spectacle, and declinecf to compro- 
mise his dignity by making part of it. 

" The harper thrummed with rapid fingers; the violin-player flashed his 
bow back and forth across the strings; the flautist poured his breath in 
quick puffs of jollity, while Donatello shook the tambourine above his 
head, and led the merry throng with unweariable steps. As they followed 
one another in a wild ring of mirth, it seemed the realization of one of 
those b^-reliefs where a dance of nympEsi safyfs, or t^^ is twined 

j|Qun^ ^ jAe circle of an antique vase; or it was like the sculptured scene 
•enJii^ilgint and sides of a sarcophagus, where, as often as any other de- 
processiaii.]n:ipcks the ashes and white bones that are treas- 
up within . Yon might take it for a marriage-pageant; but after a 
, TO5e ,jf you look at these merry-makers, following them from end to end 
oTl Eeiha fble coffm^ you doubt whether their gay movement is leading 
^em to a happy close. A youth has suddenly fallen in the dance; a char- 
iot is^dverturned and broken, flinging the charioteer headlong to the 
g^pound ; a maiden seems to have grown faint or weary and is drooping on 
the bosom of a friend. Always some tragic incident is shadowed forth or 
thrust sidelong into the spectacle; and when once it has caught your eye 
you can look uq more at the festal portions of the scene, except with ref- 
eren^e-to thk^a^ doom and sorrow. 

As in its mirth, so in the darker characteristic here alluded to, there 
was an analogy between the sculptured scene on the sarcophagus and the 
wild dance which we have been describing. In the midst of its madness 
and riot Miriam found herself suddenly confronted by a strange figure 
that shook its fantastic garments in the air, and pranced before her on 
its tip-toes, almost vying with the agiHty^of Donatello himself. It was the 

""""T^ moment afterwards Donatello was aware that she had retired from 
the dance. He hastened towards her, and flung himself on the grass be- 
side the stone bench on which Miriam was sitting. But a strange distance 
and unapproachableness had all at once enveloped her; and though he 
saw her within reach of his arm, yet the light of her eyes seemed as far off 
as that of a star, nor was there any warmth in the melancholy smile with 
wliich she regarded him. 

*^Come back! cried he. “Why should this happy hour end so soon?’’ 

“It must end here, Donatello,” said she, in answer to his words and 
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outstretched hand; ‘‘and such hours, I believe, do not often repeat them- 
selves in a lifetime. Let me go, my friend; let me vanish from you quietly 
among the shadows of these trees. See, the companions of our pastime are 
vanishing already I 

Whether it was that the harp-strings were broken, the violin out of 
tune, or the flautist out of breath, so it chanced that the music had ceased, 
and the dancers come abruptly to a pause. All that motley throne pf riot- 
ers was dissolved as su ddenly a sJJL.jb^beeardrawn togetheF. In Miriam’s 
remembTance the'^scenFTiadr^ character of fantasy. It was as if a com- 
pany of satyrs, fauns, and nymphs, with Pan in the midst of them, had 
been disporting themselves in these venerable woods only a moment ago ; 
and now in anoUier moment, because some profane eye had looked at 
th em too closely, or some intrude r lia^cast a shadow on their mirth, the 
sylvan pageant had utterly disappraredC If a few of the merry-makers 
lingered among the trees, they had hidden their racy peculiarities undei 
the garb and aspect of ordinary people, and sheltered themselves in the 
weary commonplace of daily life^, J ustjj^ instant before it was Arcadia 
and the Golden Age. The spell being broken, it was now only that old 
tract^ of pleasure-ground^. close. by the people’s gate of Rome, — a tract 
wEereTBe crimes and calamities of ages, the many battles, blood reckless- 
ly poured out, and deaths of myriads, have corrupted all the soil, creat- 
ing an influence that makes the air deadly to human lungs. 

“You must leave me,” said Miriam to Donatello, more imperatively 
than before; “have I not said it? Go; and look not behind you.” 

“Miriam,” whispered Donatello, grasping her hand forcibly, “who is it 
that stands in the shadow yonder, beckoning you to follow him?” 

“Hush; leave me!” repeated Miriam. “Your hour is past; his hour has 
come.” 

Donatello still gazed in the direction which he had indicated, and the 
expression of his face was fearfully changed, being so disordered, perhaps 
with terror, — at all events with anger and invincible repugnance, — that 
Miriam hardly knew him. His lips were drawn apart so as to disclose his 
set teeth, thus giving him a look of animal rage, which we seldom see ex- 
cept in persons of the simplest and rudest natures. A shudder seemed to 
pass through his very bones. 

“I hate him! ” muttered he, 

‘^Be satisfied; I hate him too! ” said Miriam. 

She had no thought of making this avowal, but was irresistibly drawn 
to it by the sympathy of the dark emotion in her own breast with that so 
strongly expressed by Donatello. Two drops of water or of blood do not 
more naturally flow into each other than did her hatred into his. 

“Shall I clutch him by the throat?” whispered Donatello, with a sav- 
age scowl. “Bid me do so, and we are rid of him forever.” 

“In Heaven’s name, no violence!” exclaimed Miriam, affrighted out of 
the scornful control which she had hitherto held over her companion, by 
the fierceness that he so suddenly developed. “Oh, have pity on me, Dona- 
tello, if for nothing else, yet because in the midst of my wretchedness I let 
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myself be your playmate for this one wild hour! Follow me no farther. 
Henceforth, leave me to my doom. Dear friend, — ^kind, simple, loving 
friend, — ^make me not more wretched by the remembrance of having 
thrown fierce hates or loves into the wellspring of your happy life! 

‘‘Not follow you!’’ repeated Donatello, soothed from anger into sor- 
row, less by the purport of what she said, than by the melancholy swoet- 
^ess of her voice, — “not follow you! What other path have I?” 

“We will talk of it once again,” said Miriam, still soothingly; “soon — 
^o-morrow — when you will; only leave me now.” 


CHAPTER XI 

Fragmentary Sentences 

In the Borghese Grove, so recently uproarious with merriment and music, 
there remained only Miriam and her strange follower. 

jolitude had suddenly spread itself around them. It perhaps sym- 
Mized a peculiar character in the relation of these two, insulating them, 
and'KuiTding 'up an insuperable barrier between their life-streams and 
other currents, which might seem to flow in close vicinity. For it is one 
bf the chief earthly incommodities of some species of misfortune, or of a 
great crime, that it makes the actor in the one, or the sufferer of the other, 
an ^ien in the world, by interposing a wholly unsympathetic medium be- 
fmxt himsdf and those whom he yearns To meet. 

*^wing, it may be, to this moral estrangement, — this chill remoteness of 
their position, — there have come to us but a few vague whisperings of 
what passed in Miriam’s interview that afternoon with the sinister per- 
sonage who had dogged her footsteps ever since the visit to the catacomb. 
In weaving these mystic utterances into a continuous scene, we undertake 
a task resembling in its perplexity that of gathering up and piecing to- 
gether the fragments of a letter which has been torn and scattered to the 
winds. Many words of deep significance, many entire sentences, and 
those possibly the most important ones, have flown too far on the winged 
breeze to be recovered. If we insert our own conjectural amendments, we 
perhaps give a purport utterly at variance with the true one. Yet unless 
we attempt something in this way, there must remain an unsightly gap, 
and a lack of continuousness and dependence in our narrative; so that 
it would arrive at certain inevitable catastrophes without due warning of 
their imminence. 

Of so much we are sure, that there seemed to be a sadly mysterious 
fascination in the influence of this ill-omened person over Miriam; it was 
such as beasts and reptiles of subtle and evil nature sometimes exercise 
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upon their victims. Marvellous it was to see the hopelessness with which 
— ^being naturally of so courageous a spirit — she resigned herself to the 
thraldom in which he held her. That iron chain, of which some of the mas- 
sive links were round her feminine waist, and the others in his ruthless 
"hand, — or which, perhaps, bound the pair together by a bond equally 
torturing to each, — ^must have been forged in some such unhallowed fur- 
nace as is only kindled by evil passions and fed by evil deeds. 

Yet, let us trust, there may have been no crime in Miriam, but only 
one of those fatalities which are among the most insoluble riddles pro- 
pounded to mortal comprehension; the fatal decree by which every crime 
is made to be the agony of many innocent persons, as well as of the sin- 
gle guilty one. 

It was, at any rate, but a feeble and despairing kind of remonstrance 
which she had now the energy to oopose against his persecution 

“You follow me too closely,” sh< said, in low, faltering accents; “you 
allow me too scanty room to draw niy breath. Do you know what will be 
the end of this?” 

“I know well what must.be the end,” he replied. 

•‘Tell me, then,” said Miriam, “that I may compare your foreboding 
with my own. Mine is a very dark one.” 

“There can be but one result, anci that soon,” answered the model. You 
must throw off your present mask and assume another. You must vanish 
out of the scene: quit Rome with me, and leave no trace whereby to fol- 
low you. It is in my power, as you well know, to compel your acquiescence 
in my bidding. You are aware of the penalty of a refusal.” 

“Not that penalty with which you would terrify me,” said Miriam; 
“another there may be, but not so grievous.” 

“What is that other?” he inquired. 

“Death ! simply death ! ” she answered. 

“Death,” said her persecutor^ “is not so simple and opportune a thing 
as you imagine. You are strong and warm with life. Sensitive and irritable 
as your spirit is, these many months of trouble, this latter thraldom in 
which I hold you, have scarcely made your cheek paler than I saw it in 
your girlhood. Miriam, — for I forbear to speak another name, at which 
these leaves would shiver above our heads, — Miriam, you cannot die!” 

“Might not a dagger find my heart?” said she, for the first time meet- 
ing his eyes. “Would not poison make an end of me? Will not the Tiber 
drown me?” 

“It might,” he answered; “for I allow that you are mortal. But, Mir- 
iam, believe me, it is not your fate to die while there remains so much to 
be sinned and suffered in the world. We have a destiny which we must 
needs fulfil tqggthej:*J^ too, have struggled to escape it. I was as anxious 
asyolit^SSTtb break the tie between us, — to bury the past in a fathomless 
grave, — to make it impossible that we should ever meet, until you con- 
front me at the bar of Judgment! You little can imagine what steps I took 
to render all this secure; and what was the result? Our strange interview 
in the bowels of the earth convinced me of the futility of my design.” 
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‘‘Ah, fatal chancel” cried Miriam, covering her face with her hands. 

“Yes, your heart trembled with horror when you recognized me,” re- 
joined he; “but you did not guess that there was an equal horror in my 
own!” 

“Why would not the weight of earth above our heads have crumbled 
down upon us both, forcing us apart, but burying us equally?” cried Mir- 
iam, in a burst of vehement passion. “Oh, that we could have wandered in 
those dismal passages till we both perished, taking opposite paths in the 
darkness, so that when we lay down to die our last breaths might not 
jmingle!” 

“It were vain to wish it,” said the model. “In all that labyrinth of mid- 
night paths, we should have found one another out to live or die together. 
Our fates cross and are entangled. The threads are twisted into a strong 
cord, which is dragging us to an evil doom. Could the knots be severed, 
we might escape. But neither can your slender fingers untie these knots, 
nor my masculine force break them. We must submit ! ” 

^ ’ “Pray for rescue, as I have,” exclaimed Miriam. “Pray for deliverance 
from me, since I am your evil genius, as you mine. Dark as your life has 
been, I have known you to pray in times past! ” 

At these words of Miriam, a tremor and horror appeared to seize upon 
her persecutor, insomuch that he shook and grew ashy pale before her 
eyes. In this man’s memory, there was something that made it awful for 
him to think of prayer ; nor would any torture be more intolerable than to 
be reminded of such divine comfort and succor as await pious souls mere- 
ly for the asking. This torment was perhaps the token of a native tem- 
perament deeply susceptible of religious impressions, but which had been 
wronged, violated, and debased, until, at length, it was capable only of 
terror from the sources that were intended for our purest and loftiest 
consolation. He looked so fearfully at her, and with such intense pain 
struggling in his eyes, that Miriam felt pity. 

^ d^ now, all at once, it struck her that he might be mad. It was an 
id^tTiat had never before seriously occurred to her mind, although, as 
soon as suggested, it fitted marvellously into many circumstances that 
lay within her knowledge. But, alas! such was her evil fortune, that, 
whether mad or no, his power over her remained the same, and was likely 
to be used only the more tyrannously, if exercised by a lunatic. 

“I would not give you pain,” she said, soothingly; “your faith allows 
you the consolations of penance and absolution. Try what help there may 
be in these, and leave me to myself.” 

“Do not think it, Miriam,” said he; “w^e are bound together, and can 
never part again.” 

“Why should it seem so impossible?” she rejoined. “Think how I had 
escaped from all the past! LiiLrode for myself a new sphere, and found 
new friends, new occupations, new hopes and enjoyments. My heart, me- 
thmks, was almost as unburdened as if there had been no miserable life 
bfefiihd me. The human spirit does not perish of a single wound, nor ex- 
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haust itself in a single trial of life. Let us but keep asunder, and all may 
go well for both/' 

fancied ourselves forever sundered," he replied. ‘^Yet we met once, 
in the bowels of the earth; and, were we to part now, our fates would 
fling us together again in a desert, on a mountain-top, or in whatever spot 
seemed safest. You speak in vain, therefore." 

mistake your own will for an iron necessity," said Miriam; 
^^otherwise, ydii nlight have suffered me to glide past you like a ghost, 
when we met among those ghosts of ancient days. Even now you might 
bid me pass as freely." 

‘‘Never I" said he, with immitigable will; “your reappearance has de- 
stroyed the work of years. You know the power that I have over you. 
Obey my bidding; or, within a shoit time, it shall be exercised: nor will 
I cease to haunt you till the moment comes." 

“Then," said Miriam, more calnJy, “I foresee the end, and have ah 
ready warned you of it. It will be de^th! " 

“Your own death, Miriam, — or mine?" he asked, looking fixedly at 
her. 

“Do you imagine me a murdenss?" said she, shuddering; ‘'you, at 
least, have no right to think me so! " 

“Yet," rejoined he, with a glance of dark meaning, “men have said that 
this whiter hand had once a crimson stain." He took her hand as he spoke, 
and^h'dld TtTn his own, in spite of the repugnance, amounting to nothing 
short of agony, with which she struggled to regain it. Holding it up to the 
fading light (for there was already dimness among the trees), he ap- 
peared to examine it closely, as if to discover the imaginary blood-stain 
with which he taunted her. He smiled as he let it go. “It looks very white," 
said he; “but I have known hands as white, which all the water in the 
ocean would not have washed clean." 

“It had no stain," retorted Miriam, bitterly, “until you grasped it in 
your own.^’ ' 

’-‘-Tlin^wind has blown away whatever else they may have spolien. 

THey wenTiagether towards the town, and, on their way, continued to 
make reference, no doubt, to some strange and dreadful history of their 
former life, belonging equally to this dark man and to the fair and youth- 
ful woman whom he persecuted. In their words, or in the breath that ut- 
tered them, there seemed to be an odor of guilt, and a scent of blood. Yet, 
how can we imagine that a stain of ensanguined crime should attach to 
Miriam! Or how, on the other hand, should spotless innocence be sub- 
jected to a thraldom like that which she endured from the spectre, whom 
she herself had evoked out of the darkness! Be this as it might, Miriam, 
we have reason to believe, still continued to beseech him, humbly, pas- 
sionately, wildly, only to go his way, and leave her free to follow her own 
sad path. 

Thus they strayed onward through the green wilderness of the Borg- 
hese grounds, and soon came near the citv wall, where, had Miriam raised 
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her eyes, she might have seen Hilda and the sculptor leaning on the para- 
pet. But she walked in a mist of trouble, and could distinguish little be- 
yond its limits. As they came within public observation, her persecutor 
fell behind, throwing off the imperious manner which he had assumed 
during their solitary interview. The Porta del Popolo swarmed with life. 
The merry-makers, who had spent the feast-day outside the walls, ere 
now thronging in ; a party of horsemen were entering beneath the arch ; 
a travelling-carriage had been drawn up just within the verge, and was 
passing through the villanous ordeal of the papal custom-house. In the 
broad piazza, too, there was a motley crowd. 

But the stream of Miriam’s trouble kept its way through this flood of 
human life, and neither mingled with it nor was turned aside. With a sad 
kind of feminine ingenuity, she found a way to kneel before her tyrant 
undetected, though in full sight of all the people, still beseeching him for 
freedom, and in vain. 


CHAPTER XII 

A Stroll on the Pincian 

Hilda, after giving the last touches to the picture of Beatrice Cenci, had 
flown down from her dove-cote, late in the afternoon, and gone to the 
Pincian Hill, in the hope of hearing a strain or two of exhilarating music. 
There, as it happened, she met the sculptor; for, to say the truth, Kenyon 
had well noted the fair artist’s ordinary way of life, and was accustomed 
to shape his own movements, so as to bring him often within her sphere. 

The Pincian Hill is the favorite promenade of the Roman aristocracy. 
At the present day, however, like most other Roman possessions, it be- 
Hongs less to the native inhabitants than to the barbarians from Gaul, 
Great Britain, and beyond the sea, who have established a peaceful usur- 
pation over whatever is enjoyable or memorable in the Eternal City. 
These foreign guests are indeed ungrateful, if they do not breathe a 
prayer for Pope Clement, or whatever Holy Father it may have been, who 
levelled the summit of the mount so skilfully, and bounded it with the 
parapet of the city wall ; who laid out those broad walks and drives, and 
overhung them with the deepening shade of many kinds of tree; who 
scattered the flowers of all seasons, and of every clime, abundantly over 
those green, central lawns; who scooped out hollows, in fit places, and, 
setting great basins of marble in them, caused ever-gushing fountains to 
fill them to the brim; who reared up the immemorial obelisk out of the 
soil that had long hidden it; who placed pedestals along the borders of 
^he avenues, and crowned them with busts of that multitude of worthies 
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— statesmen, heroes, artists, men of letters and of song — ^whom the whole 
world claims as its chief ornaments, though Italy produced them all. In a 
word, the Pincian garden is one of the things that reconcile the stranger 
(since he fully appreciates the enjoyment, and feels nothing of the cost) 
to the rule of an irresponsible dynasty of Holy Fathers, who seem to 
have aimed at making life as agreeable an affair as it can well be. 

In this pleasant spot, the red-trousered French soldiers are always to 
be seen; bearded and grizzled veterans, perhaps with medals of Algiers 
or the Crimea on their breasts. To them is assigned the peaceful duty of 
seeing that children do not trample on the flower-beds, nor any youthful 
lover rifle them of their fragrant blossoms to stick in the beloved one’s 
hair. Here sits (drooping upon some marble bench, in the treacherous 
sunshine) the consumptive girl, whose friends have brought her, for cure, 
to a climate that instils poison into its very purest breath. Here, all day, 
come nursery-maids, burdened with rosy English babies, or guiding the 
footsteps of little travellers from the far Western world. Here, in rhe sun- 
ny afternoons, roll and rumble all kinds of equipages, from the cardinal’s 
old-fashioned and gorgeous purple ( arriage to the gay barouche of mod- 
ern date. Here horsemen gallop on thoroughbred steeds. Here, in short, all 
the transitory population of Rome, the world’s great watering-place, 
rides, drives, or promenades! Here a^e beautiful sunsets; and here, which- 
ever way you turn your eyes, are scenes as well worth gazing at, both in 
themselves and for their historic interest, as any that the sun ever rose 
and set upon. Here, too, on certain afternoons of the week, a French mili- 
tary band flings out rich music over the poor old city, floating her with 
strains as loud as those of her own echoless triumphs. 

Hilda and the sculptor (by the contrivance of the latter, who loved 
best to be alone with his young country-woman) had wandered beyond 
the throng of promenaders, whom they left in a dense cluster around the 
music. They strayed, indeed, to the farthest point of the Pincian Hill, and 
leaned over the parapet, looking down upon the Muro Tor to, a massive 
fragment of the oldest Roman wall, which juts over, as if ready to tumble 
down by its own weight, yet seems still the most indestructible piece of 
work that men’s hands ever piled together. In the blue distance rose 
Soracte, and other heights, which have gleamed afar, to our imaginations, 
but look scarcely real to our bodily eyes, because, being dreamed about so 
much, they have taken the aerial tints which belong only to a dream 
These, nevertheless, are the solid frame-work of hills that shut in Rome^ 
and its wide surrounding Campagna; no land of dreams, but the broadest 
page of history, crowded so full with memorable events that one obliter 
ates another; as if Time had crossed and recrossed his own records till 
they grew illegible. 

But, not to meddle with history, — with which our narrative is no 
otherwise concerned, than that the very dust of Rome is historic, and in- 
evitably settles on our page and mingles with our ink, — ^we will return to 
our two friends, who were still leaning over the wall. Beneath them lay 
the broad sweep of the Borghese grounds, covered with trees, amid which 
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appeared the white gleam of pillars and statues, and tl^ Hash of an up* 
springing fountain, all to be overshadowed at a later period of the year by 
the thicker growth of foliage. 

The advance of vegetation, in this softer climate, is less abrupt than the 
inhabitant of the cold North is accustomed to observe. Beginning earlier, 
— even in February, — Spring is not compelled to burst into Summer "✓ith 
such headlong haste; there is time to dwell upon each opening beauty, 
and to enjoy the budding leaf, the tender green, the sweet youth and 
freshness of the year; it gives us its maiden charm, before settling into 
the married Summer, which, again, does not so soon sober itself into 
matronly Autumn. Jn^our own country^ the virgin Spring hastens to its 
bridal too abruptly. But, here, after a month or two of kindly growth, 
the leaves of the young trees, which cover that portion of the Borghese 
grounds nearest the city wall, were still in their tender half-development. 

In the remoter depths, among the old groves of ilex-trees, Hilda and 
Kenyon heard the faint sound of music, laughter, and mingling voices. It 
was probably the uproar — spreading even so far as the walls of Rome, 
and growing faded and melancholy in its passage — of that wild sylvan 
merriment, which we have already attempted to describe. By and by, it 
ceased ; although the two listeners still tried to distinguish it between the 
bursts of nearer music from the military band. But there was no renewal 
of that distant mirth. Soon afterwards, they saw a solitary figure advanc- 
ing along one of the paths that lead from the obscurer part of the ground 
towards the gateway. 

‘Took! is it not Donatello?’’ said Hilda. 

‘‘He it is, beyond a doubt,” replied the sculptor. “But how gravely he 
walks, and with what long looks behind him ! He seems either very weary, 
or very sad. I should not hesitate to call it sadness, if Donatello were a 
creature capable of the sin and folly of low spirits. In all these hundred 
paces, while we have been watching him, he has not made one of those 
little caprioles in the air which are characteristic of his natural gait. I be- 
gin to doubt whether he is a veritable Faun.” 

“Then,” said Hilda, with perfect simplicity, “you have thought him — 
and do think him — qne pf that strange, wild, happy race of creatures, that 
tised^g laugh and sport in the woods, In the 6Id^:aWl£taes? So do I, in- 
But I never quite believed, till now, that fauns existed an)rwhere 
but in poetry.” 

The sculptor at first merely smiled. Then, as the idea took further 
possession of his mind, he laughed outright, and wished from the bottom 
of his heart (being in love with Hilda, though he had never told her so) 
that he could have rewarded or punished her for its pretty absurdity with 
a kiss. 

“O Hilda, what a treasure of sweet faith and pure imagination you hide 
under that little straw hat! ” cried he, at length. “A Faun! a Faun! Great 
Pan is not dead, then, after alll The whole tribe of mythical creatures yet 
live in the moonlit seclusion of a young girl’s fancy, and find it a lovelier 



THE MARBLE FAUN 


649 

abode and play-place, I doubt not, than their Arcadian haunts of yore. 
What bliss, if a man of marble, like myself, could stray thither, too!” 

‘‘Why do you laugh so?” asked Hilda, reddening; for she was a little 
disturbed at Kenyon^s ridicule, however kindly expressed. “What can I 
have said, that you think so very foolish?” 

“Well, not foolish, then,” rejoined the sculptor, “but wiser, it may be, 
than I can fathom. Really, however, the idea does strike one as delight- 
fully fresh, when we consider Donatello’s position and external environ- 
ment. Why, my dear Hilda, he is a Tuscan born, of an old noble race in 
that part of Italy; and he has a moss-grown tower among the Apennines, 
where he and his forefathers have dwelt, under their own vines and fig- 
trees, from an unknown antiquity. His boyish passion for Miriam has 
introduced him familiarly to our httle circle; and our republican and 
artistic simplicity of intercourse ha-> included this young Italian, on the 
same terms as one of ourselves. Bu- , if we paid due respect to rank and 
title, we should bend reverentially to Donatello, and salute him as his 
Excellency the Count di Monte Beni ” 

^hat IS a droll idea, — much di oiler than his being a Faun!” said 
Hilda, laughing in her turn. “This does not quite satisfy me, however, 
especially as you yourself recognized and acknowledged his wonderful re- 
semblance to the statue.” 

“Except as regards the pointed ears,” said Kenyon ; 'adding, aside, “and 
one other little peculiarity, generally observable in the statues of fauns.” 

“As for his Excellency the Count di Monte Beni’s ears,” replied Hilda, 
cmiling again at the dignity with which this title invested their playful 
friend, “you know we could never see their shape, on account of his 
clustering curls. Nay, I remember, he once started back, as shyly as a 
wild deer, when Miriam made a pretense of examining them. How do you 
explain that?” 

“Oh, I certainly shall not contend against such a weight of evidence; 
the fact of his faunship being otherwise so probable,” answered the 
sculptor, still hardly retaining his gravity. “Faun or not, Donatello — or 
the Count di Monte Beni — is a singularly wild creature, and, as I have 
remarked on other occasions, though very gentle, does not love to be 
touched. Speaking in no harsh sense, there is a great deal of animal na- 
ture in him, as if he had been born in the woods, and had run wild all his 
childhood, and were as yet but imperfectly domesticated. Life, even in our 
day, is very simple and unsophisticated in some of the shaggy nooks of the 
Apennines.” 

“It annoys me very much,” said Hilda, “this inclination, which most\ 
people have, to explain away the wonder and the mystery out of every* ; 
thing. Why could not you allow me — and yourself, too — the satisfaction 
of thinking him a Faun ? ” . , ' 

“Pray keep your belief, dear Hilda, if it makes you any happier,” said 
the sculptor; “and I shall do my best to become a convert. Donatello has 
asked me to spend the summer with him, in his ancestral tower, where 1 
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purpose investigating the pedigree of these sylvan counts, his forefatners; 
and if their shadows beckon me into dreamland, I shall willingly follow. 
By the by, speaking of Donatello, there is a point on which I should like 
to be enlightened.” 

^^Can I help you, then?” said Hilda, in answer to his look. 

‘‘Is there the slightest chance of his winning Miriam’s affectic is?” 
suggested Kenyon. 

“Miriam! she, so accomplished and gifted!” exclaimed Hilda; “and he, 
a rude, uncultivated boy! No, no, no! ” 

“It would seem impossible,” said the sculptor. “But, on the other 
hand, a gifted woman flings away her affections so unaccountably, some- 
times! Miriam, of late, has been very morbid and miserable, as we both 
know. Young as she is, the morning light seems already to have faded out 
of her life; and now comes Donatello, with natural sunshine enough for 
himself and her, and offers her the opportunity of making her heart and 
life all new and cheery again. People of high intellectual endowments do 
not require similar ones in those they love. They are just the persons to 
appreciate the wholesome gush of natural feeling, the honest affection, 
tje simple joy, the fulness of contentment with what he loves, which Mir- 
iam sees in Donatello. True; she may call him a simpleton. It is a neces- 
sity of the case; for a man loses the capacity for this kind of affection, in 
proportion as he cultivates and refines himself.” 

“Dear me!” said Hilda, drawing imperceptibly away from her com- 
panion. “Is this the penalty of refinement? Pardon me; I do not believe 
it. It is because you are a sculptor, that you think nothing can be finely 
wrought except it be cold and hard, like the marble in which your ideas 
take shape. I am a painter, and know that the most delicate beauty may 
be softened and warmed throughout.” 

“I said a foolish thing, indeed,” answered the sculptor. “It surprises 
me, for I might have drawn a wiser knowledge out of my own experience. 
It is the surest test of genuine love, that it brings back our early sim- 
plicity to the worldliest of us.” 

Thus talking, they loitered slowly along beside the parapet which 
borders the level summit of the Pincian with its irregular sweep. At inter- 
vals they looked through the lattice-work of their thoughts at the varied 
prospects that lay before and beneath them. 

From the terrace where they now stood there is an abrupt descent to- 
wards the Piazza del Popolo; and looking down into its broad space they 
beheld the tall palatial edifices, the church-domes, and the ornamented 
gateway, which grew and were consolidated out of the thought of Michael 
Angelo. They saw, too, the red granite obelisk, oldest of things, even in 
Rome, which rises in the centre of the piazza, with a fourfold fountain at 
its base. All Roman works and ruins (whether of the empire, the far-off 
republic, or the still more distant kings) assume a transient, visionary, 
and impalpable character when we think that this indestructible monu- 
ment supplied one of the recollections which Moses and the Israelites 
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bore from Egypt into the desert. Perchance, on beholding the cloudy piU 
lar and the fiery column, they whispered awe-stricken to one another, ‘In 
its shape it is like that old obelisk which we and our fathers have so often 
seen on the borders of the Nile.” And now that very obelisk, with hardly 
a trace of decay upon it, is the first thing that the modem traveller sees 
after entering the Flaminian Gate! 

Lifting their eyes, Hilda and her companion gazed westward, and saw 
beyond the invisible Tiber the Castle of St. Angelo; that immense tomb 
of a pagan emperor, with the archangel at its summit. 

Still farther off appeared a mighty pile of buildings, surmounted by the 
vast dome, which aJl of us have shaped and swelled outward, like a huge 
bubble, to the utmost scope of our imaginations, long before we see it 
floating over the worship of the city It may be most worthily seen from 
precisely the point where our two friends were now standing. At any 
nearer view the grandeur of St. Peter’s hides itself behind the immensity 
of its separate parts, so that we see 0 ily the front, only the sides, only the 
pillared length and loftiness of the portico, and not the mighty whole. 
But at this distance the entire outline of the world’s cathedral, as well as 
that of the palace of the world’s chief priest, is taken in at once. In such 
remoteness, moreover, the imagination is not debarred from lending its 
assistance, even while we have the re.ility before our eyes, and helping the 
weakness of human sense to do justice to so grand an object. It requires 
both faith and fancy to enable us to feel, what is nevertheless so true, that 
yonder, in front of the purple outline of hills, is the grandest edifice ever 
built by man, painted against God’s loveliest sky. 

After contemplating a little while a scene which their long residence in 
Rome had made familiar to them, Kenyon and Hilda again let their 
glances fall into the piazza at their feet. They there beheld Miriam, who 
had just entered the Porta del Popolo, and was standing by the obelisk 
and fountain. With a gesture that impressed Kenyon as at once suppliant 
and imperious, she seemed to intimate to a figure which had attended her 
thus far, that it was now her desire to be left alone. The pertinacious 
model, however, remained immovable. 

And the sculptor here noted a circumstance, which, according to the 
interpretation he might put upon it, was either too trivial to be men- 
tioned, or else so mysteriously significant that he found it difficult to be- 
lieve his eyes. Miriam knelt down on the steps of the fountain; so far 
there could be no question of the fact. To other observers, if any there 
were, she probably appeared to take this attitude merely for the con- 
venience of dipping her fingers into the gush of water from the mouth of 
one of the stone lions. But as she clasped her hands together after thus 
bathing them, and glanced upward at the model, an idea took strong 
possession of Kenyon’s mind that Miriam was kneeling to this dark fol- 
lower there in the world’s face! 

‘'Do you see it?” he said to Hilda. 

“See what?’’ asked she, surprised at the emotion of his tone. **1 see 
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Miriam, who has just bathed her hands in that delightfully cool water. I 
often dip my fingers into a Roman fountain, and think of the brook that 
used to be one of my playmates in my New England village.’’ 

fancied I saw something else,” said Kenyon; ^^but it was doubtless 
a mistake.” 

But, allowing that he had caught a true glimpse into the hiddea sig- 
nificance of Miriam’s gesture, what a terrible thraldom did it suggest! 
Free as she seemed to be, — beggar as he looked, — the nameless vagrant 
must then be dragging the beautiful Miriam through the streets of Rome, 
fettered and shackled more cruelly than any captive queen of yore fol- 
lowing in an emperor’s triumph. And was it conceivable that she would 
have been thus enthralled unless some great error — how great Kenyon 
dared not think — or some fatal weakness had given this dark adversary a 
vantage-ground? 

^^Hilda,” said he, abruptly, ^^who and what is Miriam? Pardon me; but 
are you sure of her?” 

‘^Sure of her!” repeated Hilda, with an angry blush, for her friend’s 
sake. am sure that she is kind, good, and generous; a true and faithful 
friend, whom I love dearly, and who loves me as well! What more than 
this need I be sure of?” 

*^And your delicate instincts say all this in her favor? — ^nothing against 
her?” continued the sculptor, without heeding the irritation of Hilda’s 
iLone. ^These are my own impressions, too. But she is such a mystery! We 
cktnot even know whether she is a countrywoman of ours, or an English- 
worn^, or a German. There is Anglo-Saxon blood in her veins, one would 
say^ and a right English accent on her tongue, biit much that is not Eng- 
•islh breeding, nor American. Nowhere else but in Rome, and as an artist, 
jCpuld she hold a'^place in society without giving some clew to her past 
Jge?’ 

love her dearly,” said Hilda, still with displeasure in her tone, “and 
trust her most entirely.” 

“My heart trusts her at least, whatever my head may do,” replied 
Kenyon; “and Rome is not like one of our New England villages, where 
Wi CL need the permission of each individual neighbor for every act that we 
d^e^^^ 5 W that we utter; and every friend that we make or keep. In 
mese particulars the papal despotism allows irs^freer'breatirthan our na- 
tive air; and if we like to take generous views of our associates, we can do 
50, to a reasonable extent, without ruining ourselves.” 

“The music has ceased,” said Hilda; “I am going now.” 

There are three streets that, beginning close beside each other, diverge 
from the Piazza del Popolo towards the heart of Rome: on the left, the 
Via del Babuino; on the right, the Via della Ripetta; and between these 
two that world-famous avenue, the Corso. It appeared that Miriam and 
her strange companion were passing up the first-mentioned of these three, 
and were soon hidden from Hilda and the sculptor. 

The two latter left the Pincian by the broad and stately walk that 
skirts along its brow. Beneath them, from the base of the abrupt descent, 
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the city spread wide away in a close contiguity of red-earthen roofs, above 
which rose eminent the domes of a hundred churches, beside here and 
there a tower, and the upper windows of some taller or higher situated 
palace, looking down on a multitude of palatial abodes. At a distance, 
ascending out of the central mass of edifices, they could see the top of the 
Antonine column, and near it the circular roof of the Pantheon looking 
heavenward with its ever-open eye. 

Except these two objects, almost everything that they beheld was 
mediaeval, though built, indeed, of the massive old stones and indestruc- 
tible bricks of imperial Rome; for the ruins of the Coliseum, the Golden 
House, and innumerable temples of Roman gods, and mansions of Caesars 
and senators, had supplied the material for all those gigantic hovels, and 
their walls were cemented with mor ar of inestimable cost, being made of 
precious antique statues, burnt long igo for this petty purpose. 

Rome, as it now exists, has grow i up under the Popes, and seems like 
nothing but a_heap of broken rubbish, thrown into the great chasm be- 
tween our own days and the Empire , merely to fill it up; and, for the bet- 
ter part of two thousand years, its innals of obscure policies, and wars, 
and continually recurring misfortiu es, seem also but broken rubbish, as 
compared with its classic history. 

~ TF we consTdeFtHe "present city as at all connected with the famous one 
of old, it is only because we find it built over its grave. A depth of thirty 
feet of soil has covered up the Rome of ancient days, so that it lies like 
the dead corpse of a giant, decaying for centuries, with no survivor might> 
enough even to bury it, until the dust of all those years has gathered 
slowly over its recumbent form and made a casual sepulchre. 

We know not how to characterize, in any accordant and compatible 
terms, the Rome that lies before us ; its sunless alleys, and streets of pal- 
aces; its churches, lined with the gorgeous marbles that were originally 
polished for the adornment of pagan temples; its thousands of evil smells, 
mixed up with fragrance of rich incense, diffused from as many censers; 
its little life, deriving feeble nutriment from what has long been dead. 
Everywhere, some fragment of ruin suggesting the magnificence of a 
former epoch; everywhere, moreover, a Cross, — and nastiness at the foot 
of it. As the sum of all, there are recollections that kindle the soul, and a 
gloom and languor that depress it beyond any depth of melancholic senti' 
ment that can be elsewhere known. 

Yet how is it possible to say an unkind or irreverential word of Rome? 
The. city^oFall time^ and. of all the world! The spot for which man’s great 
life and deeds have done so much, and for which decay has done whatever 
glory a nd dominion could not do! At this moment, the evening sunshine is 
mngmg its golden mantle over it, making all that v/e thought mean mag 
nificent; the bells of all the churches suddenly ring out, as if it were a 
peal of triumph because Rome is still imperial. 

“I sometimes fancy,’^ said Hilda, on whose susceptibility the scene al- 
ways made a strong impression, ‘‘that Rome — ^mere Rome — ^will crowd 
everything else out of my heart.’^ 
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^^Heaven forbid! ” ejaculated the sculptor. 

They had now reached the grand stairs that ascend from the Piazza di 
Spagna to the hither brow of the Pincian Hill. Old Beppo, the millionnaire 
of his ragged fraternity, — it is a wonder that no artist paints him as the 
cripple whom St. Peter heals at the Beautiful Gate of the Temple, — ^was 
just mounting his donkey to depart, laden with the rich spoil of the day^s 
beggary. 

Up the stairs, drawing his tattered cloak about his face, came the 
model, at whom Beppo looked askance, jealous of an encroacher on his 
rightful domain. The figure passed away, however, up the Via Sistina. In 
the piazza below, near the foot of the magnificent steps, stood Miriam, 
with her eyes bent on the ground, as if she were counting those little, 
square, uncomfortable paving-stones, that make it a penitential pilgrim- 
age to walk in Rome. She kept this attitude for several minutes, and 
when, at last, the importunities of a beggar disturbed her from it, she 
seemed bewildered and pressed her hand upon her brow. 

‘^She has been in some sad dream or other, poor thing!’’ said Kenyon, 
S5mipathizingly ; “and even now, she is imprisoned there in a kind of cage, 
the iron bars of which are made of her own thoughts.” 

“I fear she is not well,” said Hilda. “I am going down the stairs, and 
will join Miriam.” 

“Farewell, then,” said the sculptor. “Dear Hilda, this is a perplexed 
and troubled world! It soothes me inexpressibly to think of you in your 
tower, with white doves and white thoughts for your companions, so high 
above us all, and with the Virgin for your household friend. You know 
not how far it throws its light, that lamp which you keep burning at her 
shrine! I passed beneath the tower last night, and the ray cheered me, — 
because you lighted it.” 

“It has for me a religious significance,” replied Hilda, quietly, “and yet 
I am no Catholic.” 

They parted, and Kenyon made haste along the Via Sistina, in the hope 
of overtaking the model, whose haunts and character he was anxious to 
investigate, for Miriam’s sake. He fancied that he saw him a long way 
in advance, but before he reached the Fountain of the Triton, the dusky 
figure had vanished. 


CHAPTER XIII 

A Sculptor’s Studio 

About this period, Miriam seems to have been goaded by a weary rest- 
lessness that drove her abroad on any errand or none. She went one morn- 
ing to visit Kenyon in his studio, whither he had invited her to see a 
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new statue, on which he had staked many hopes, and which was now al 
most completed in the clay. Next to Hilda, the person for whom Miriam 
felt most affection and confidence was Kenyon ; and in all the difficulties 
that beset her life, it was her impulse to draw near Hilda for feminine 
sympathy, and the sculptor for brotherly counsel. 

Yet it was to little purpose that she approached the edge of the voice- 
less gulf between herself and them. Standing on the utmost verge of that 
dark chasm, she might stretch out her hand, and never clasp a hand of 
theirs; she might strive to call out, ''Help, friends! help!” but, as with 
dreamers when they shout, her voice would perish inaudibly in the re- 
moteness that seemed such a little way. This perception of an infinite, 
shivering solitude, amid which we cannot come close enough to human be- 
ings to be warmed by them, and wheie they turn to cold, chilly shapes of 
mist, is one of the most forlorn resulb of any accident, misfortune, crime, 
or peculiarity of character, that put^ an individual ajar with the world. 
Very often, as in Miriam^s case, the *e is an insatiable instinct that de- 
mands friendship, love, and intimate communion, but is forced to pine in 
empty forms; a hunger of the heart which finds only shadows to feed 
upon. 

Kenyon’s studio was in a cross-street, or, rather, an ugly and dirty lit- 
tle lane, between the Corso and the ^la della Ripetta; and though chill, 
narrow, gloomy, and bordered with tall and shabby structures, the lane 
was not a whit more disagreeable than nine tenths of the Roman streets. 
Over the door of one of the houses was a marble tablet, bearing an in 
scription, to the purport that the sculpture-rooms within had formerly 
been occupied by the illustrious artist Can ova. In these precincts (which 
Canova’s genius was not quite of a character to render sacred, though it 
certainly made them interesting) the young American sculptor had nov/ 
established himself. 

The studio of a sculptor is generally but a rough and dreary-looking 
place, with a good deal the aspect, indeed, of a stone-mason’s workshop. 
Bare floors of brick or plank, and plastered walls; an old chair or two, or 
perhaps only a block of marble (containing, however, the possibility of 
ideal grace within it) to sit down upon; some hastily scrawiea sketches 
of nude figures on the whitewash of the wall. These last are probably the 
sculptor’s earliest glimpses of ideas that may hereafter be solidified into 
imperishable stone, or perhaps may remain as impalpable as a dream. 
Next there are a few very roughly modelled little figures in clay or plaster, 
exhibiting the second stage of the idea as it advances towards a marble 
immortality; and then is seen the exquisitely designed shape of clay, 
more interesting than even the final marble, as being the intimate pro- 
duction of the sculptor himself, moulded throughout with his loving 
hands, and nearest to his imagination and heart. In the plaster-cast, from 
this clay model, the beauty of the statue strangely disappears, to shine 
forth again with pure white radiance, in the precious marble of Carrara. 
Works in all these stages of advancement, and some with the final touch 
upon them, might be found in Kenyon’s studio. 
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Here might be witnessed the process of actually chiselling the marble, 
with which (as it is not quite satisfactory to think) a sculptor in these 
days has very little to do. In Italy, there is a class of men whose merely 
mechanical skill is perhaps more exquisite than was possessed by the 
ancient artificers, who wrought out the designs of Praxiteles; or, very 
possibly, by Praxiteles himself. Whatever of illusive representati^'n can 
be effected in marble, they are capable of achieving, if the object be be- 
fore their eyes. The sculptor has but to present these men with a plaster- 
cast of his design, and a sufficient block of marble, and tell them that the 
figure is imbedded in the stone, and must be freed from its encumbering 
superfluities; and, in due time, without the necessity of his touching the 
work with his own finger, he will see before him the statue that is to make 
him renowned. His creative power has wrought it with a word. 

In no other art, surely, does genius find such effective instruments, and 
so happily relieve itself of the drudgery of actual performance; doing 
wonderfully nice things by the hands of other people, when it may be sus- 
pected they could not always be done by the sculptures own. And how 
much of the admiration which our artists get for their buttons and button- 
holes, their shoe-ties, their neck-cloths, — and these, at our present epoch 
of taste, make a large share of the renown, — would be abated, if we were 
generally aware that the sculptor can claim no credit for such pretty per- 
formances, as immortalized in marble! They are not his work, but that of 
some nameless machine in human shape. 

Miriam stopped an instant in an antechamber, to look at a half-fin- 
ished bust, the features of which seemed to be struggling out of the stone; 
and, as it were, scattering and dissolving its hard substance by the glow 
of feeling and intelligence. As the skilful workman gave stroke after 
stroke of the chisel with apparent caielessness, but sure effect, it was im- 
possible not to think that the outer marble was merely an extraneous en- 
vironment; the human countenance within its embrace must have existed 
there since the limestone ledges of Carrara were first made. Another bust 
was nearly completed, though still one of Kenyon’s most trustworthy 
assistants was at work, giving delicate touches, shaving off an impalpable 
something, and leaving little heaps of marble-dust to attest it. 

''As these busts in the block of marble,” thought Miriam, “so does oii^ 
individual fate exist in the limestone of time. We fancy that we carve it] 
out; but its ultimate shape is prior to all our action.” 

Kenyon was in the inner room, but, hearing a step in the antechamber, 
he threw a veil over what he was at work upon, and came out to receive 
his visitor. He was dressed in a gray blouse, with a little cap on the top of 
his head; a costume which became him better than the formal garments 
which he wore, whenever he passed out of his own domains. The sculptor 
had a face which, when time had done a little more for it, would offer a 
worthy subject for as good an artist as himself: features finely cut, as if 
already marble; an ideal forehead, deeply set eyes, and a mouth much 
hidden in a light-brown beard, but apparently sensitive and delicate. 
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“I will not offer you my hand,” said he; ‘^it is grjoay^wUh Cleopatra’s 

' ^^0; I will not touc h clay; it is earthy and human,” answered Miriam. 
^Thavecome to try w^Eeflier there is any calm and coolness among your 
marbles. My own art is too nervous, too passionate, too full of agitation, 
for me to work at it whole days together, without intervals of repose. So, 
wEaHiave^ou to^^iow me?^ 

^Tray look at everything here,” said Kenyon. “I love to have painters 
see my work. Their judgment is unprejudiced, and more valuable than 
that of the world generally, from the light which their own art throws on 
mine. More valuable, too, than that of my brother sculptors, who never 
judge me fairly, — nor I them, perhaps.” 

To gratify him, Miriam looked round at the specimens in marble 01 
plaster, of which there were several m the room, comprising originals 01 
casts of most of the designs that Kenyon had thus far produced. He was 
still too young to have accumulated i large gallery of such things. What 
he had to show were chiefly the attempts and experiments, in various di 
rections, of a beginner in art, acting as a stern tutor to himself, and profits 
’ng more by his failures than by an} successes of which he was yet cap- 
able. Some of them, however, had great merit; and in the pure, fine glow 
of the new marble, it may be, they dazzled the judgment into awarding 
them higher praise than they deserved. Miriam admired the statue of a 
beautiful youth, a pearl-fisher, who had got entangled in the weeds at the 
bottom of the sea, and lay dead among the pearl-oysters, the rich shells, 
and the sea-weeds, all of like value to him now. 

^‘The poor young man has perished among the prizes that he sought,’' 
remarked she. ^^But what a strange efficacy there is in death! If we can- 
not all win pearls, it causes an empty shell to satisfy us just as well. 1 
like this statue, though it is too cold and stern in its moral lesson; and, 
physically, the form has not settled itself into sufficient repose.” 

In another style, there was a grand, calm head of Milton, not copied 
from any one bust or picture, yet more authentic than any of them, be- 
cause all known representations of the poet had been profoundly studied, 
and solved in the artist’s mind^ The bust over the tomb in Grey Friars 
ChufchVtKe’ongmai miniatures and pictures, wherever to be found, had 
mingled each its special truth in this one work; wherein, likewise, by long 
perusal and deep love of the ‘Taradise Lost,” the “Comus,” the ''Ly- 
cidas,” and “L’Allegro,” the sculptor had succeeded, even better than he 
knew, in spiritualizing his marble with the poet’s mighty genius. And this 
was a great thing to have achieved, such a length of time after the dry 
bones and dust of Milton were like those of any other dead man. 

There were also several portrait-busts, comprising those of two or 
three of the illustrious men of our own country, whom Kenyon, before 
he left America, had asked permission to model. He had done so, because 
he sincerely believed that, whether he wrought the busts in marble or 
bronze, the one would corrode and the other crumble in the long lapse of 
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time, beneath these great men’s immortality. Possibly, however, the 
young artist may have under-estimated the durability of his material. 
Other faces there were, too, of men who (if the brevity of their remem- 
brance, after death, can be augured from their little value in life) should 
have been represented in snow rather than marble. Posterity will be puz- 
zled what to do with busts like these, the concretions and petrifa':tions 
of a vain self-estimate; but will find, no doubt, that they serve to build 
into stone-walls, or burn into quick-lime, as well as if the marble had 
never been blocked into the guise of human heads. 

But it is an awful thing, indeed, this endless endurance, this almost in- 
destructibility, of a marble bust! Whether in our own case, or that of 
other men, it bids us sadly measure the little, little time during which our 
lineaments are likely to be of interest to any human being. It is especially 
singular that Americans should care about perpetuating themselves in 
this mode. The brief duration of our families, as a hereditary household, 
renders it next to a certainty that the great-grandchildren will not know 
their father’s grandfather, and that half a century hence at furthest, the 
hammer of the auctioneer will thump its knock-down blow against his 
blockhead, sold at so much for the pound of stone! And it ought to make 
us shiver, the idea of leaving our features to be a dusty-white ghost 
among strangers of another generation, who will take our nose between 
their thumb and fingers (as we have seen men do by Caesar’s), and in- 
fallibly break it off if they can do so without detection I 

^^Yes,” said Miriam, who had been revolving some such thoughts as 
the above, “it is a good state of mind for mortal man, when he is content 
to leave no more definite memorial than the grass, which will sprout 
kindly and speedily over his grave, if we do not make the spot barren with 
marble. Methinks, too, it will be a fresher and better world, when it 
dings off this great burden of stony memories, which the ages have 
deemed it a piety to heap upon its back.” 

“What you say,” remarked Kenyon, “goes against my whole art. Sculp- 
ture, and the delight which men naturally take in it, appear to me a proof 
that it is good to work with all time before our view.” 

“Well, well,” answered Miriam, “I must not quarrel with you for 
flinging your heavy stones at poor Posterity; and, to say the truth, I 
think you are as likely to hit the mark as anybody. These busts, now, 
much as I seem to scorn them, make me feel as if you were a magician. 
You turn feverish men into cool, quiet marble. What a blessed change for 
them! Would you could do as much for me! ” 

“Oh, gladly!” cried Kenyon, who had long wished to model that beau- 
tiful and most expressive face. “When will you begin to sit?” 

“Poh! that was not what I meant,” said Miriam. “Come, show me 
something else.” 

“Do you recognize this?” asked the sculptor. 

He took out of his desk a little old-fashioned ivory coffer, yellow with 
age; it was richly carved with antique figures and foliage; and had Ken- 
yon thought fit to say that Benvenuto Cellini wrought this precious box, 
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the skill and elaborate fancy of the work would by no means have dis- 
credited his word, nor the old artistes fame. At least, it was evidently a 
production of Benvenuto’s school and century, and might once have been 
the jewel-case of some grand lady at the court of the De’ Medici. 

Lifting the lid, however, no blaze of diamonds was disclosed, but only, 
lapped in fleecy cotton, a small, beautifully shaped hand, most delicately 
sculptured in marble. Such loving care and nicest art had been lavished 
here, that the palm really seemed to have a tenderness in its very sub- 
stance. Touching those lovely fingers, — had the jealous sculptor allowed 
you to touch, — you could hardly believe that a virgin warmth would not 
steal from them into your heart. 

“Ah, this is very beautiful!” exclaimed Miriam, with a genial smile. 
“It is as good in its way as Loulie'> hand with its baby-dimples, which 
Powers showed me at Florence, evioently valuing it as much as ii he had 
wrought it out of a piece of his great heart. As good as Harriet Hosmer’s 
clasped hands of Browning and hi^ wife, symbolizing the individuality 
and heroic union of two high, poetic lives! Nay, I do not question that it 
is better than either of those, becau ^e you must have wrought it passion- 
ately, in spite of its maiden palm ano dainty finger-tips.” 

“Then you do recognize it?” askec* Kenyon. 

“There is but one right hand on earth that could have supplied the 
model,” answered Miriam; “so small and slender, so perfectly symmetri- 
cal, and yet with a character of delicate energy. I have watched it a hun- 
dred times at its work ; but I did not dream that you had won Hilda so 
far! How have you persuaded that shy maiden to let you take her hand 
in marble?” 

“Never! She never knew it!” hastily replied Kenyon, anxious to vin- 
dicate his mistress’s maidenly reserve. “I stole it from her. The hand is a 
reminiscence. After gazing at it so often, and even holding it once for an 
instant, when Hilda was not thinking of me, I should be a bungler indeed, 
if I could not now reproduce it to something like the life.” 

“May you win the original one day! ” said Miriam, kindly. 

“I have little ground to hope it,” answered the sculptor, despondingly ; 
“Tiilda does not dwell in our mortal atmosphere; and gentle and soft as 
she appears, it will be as difficult to win her heart as to entice down a 
white bird from its sunny freedom in the sky. It is strange, with all her 
delicacy and fragility, the impression she makes of being utterly sufficient 
to herself. No ; I shall never win her. She is abundantly capable of sym- 
pathy, and delights to receive it, but she has no need of love.” 

“I partly agree with you,” said Miriam. “It is a mistaken idea, which 
men generally entertain, that nature has made women especially prone to 
throw their whole being into what is technically called love. We have, to 
say the least, no more necessity for it than yourselves; only we have 
nothing else to do with our hearts. When women have other objects in life, 
they are not apt to fall in love. I can think of many women distinguished 
in art, literature, and science, — ^and multitudes whose hearts and minds 
find good, employment in less ostentatious ways, — ^who lead high, lonely 
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lives, and are conscious of no sacrifice so far as your sex is concerned.” 

^^And Hilda will be one of these!” said Kenyon, sadly; ‘^the thought 
makes me shiver for myself, and — and for her, too.” 

^Well,” said Miriam, smiling, ^'perhaps she may sprain the delicate 
wrist which you have sculptured to such perfection. In that case you may 
hope. These old masters to whom she has vowed herself, and whon, her 
slender hand and woman’s heart serve so faithfully, are your only rivals.” 

The sculptor sighed as he put away the treasure of Hilda’s marble hand 
into the ivory coffer, and thought how slight was the possibility that he 
should ever feel responsive to his own the tender clasp of the original. He 
.dared not even kiss the image that he himself had made: it had assumed 
its share of Hilda’s remote and shy divinity. 

‘‘And now,” said Miriam, “show me the new statue which you asked 
me hither to see.” 


CHAPTER xrv 

Cleopatra 

“My new statue!” said Kenyon, who had positively forgotten it in the 
thought of Hilda; “here it is, under this veil.” 

“Not a nude figure, I hope,” observed Miriam. “Every young sculptor 
seems to think that he must give the world some specimen of indecorous 
womanhood, and call it Eve, Venus, a Nymph, or any name that may 
apologize for a lack of decent clothing. I am weary, even more than I am 
ashamed, of seeing such things. Nowadays people are as good as born in 
their clothes, and there is practically not a nude human being in existence. 

( An artist, therefore, as you must candidly confess, cannot sculpture 
nudity with a pure heart, if only because he is compelled to steal guilty 
; glimpses at hired models. The marble inevitably loses its chastity under 
such circumstances. An old Greek sculptor, no doubt, found his models 
i in the open sunshine, and among pure and princely maidens, and thus 
the nude statues of antiquity are as modest as violets, and sufficiently 
draped in their own beauty. But as for Mr. Gibson’s colored Venuses 
(stained, I believe, with tobacco- juice), and all other nudities of to-day, 
I really do not understand what they have to say to this generation, and 
would be glad to see as many heaps of quicklime in their stead.” 

“You are severe upon the professors of my art,” said Kenyon, half 
smiling, half seriously; “not that you are wholly wrong, either. We are 
bound to accept drapery of some kind, and make the best of it. But what 
are we to do? Must we adopt the costume of to-day, and carve, for ex- 
ample, ^Venus in a hoop-petticoat?” 
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‘^That would be a bowlder, indeed!” rejoined Miriam, laughing. “But 
the difficulty goes to"T6nfirm"fiie in my belief that, except for portrait- 
busts, sculpture has no longer a right to claim any place among living 
arts. It has wrought itself out, and come fairly to an end. There is never 
a new group nowadays; never even so much as a new attitude. Greenough 
(I take my examples among men of merit) imagined nothing new; nor 
Crawford either, except in the tailoring line. There are not, as you will 
own, more than half a dozen positively original statues or groups in the 
world, and these few are of immemorial antiquity. A person familiar with 
the Vatican, the Uffizzi Gallery, the Naples Gallery, and the Louvre, will 
at once refer any modern production to its antique prototype: which, 
moreover, had begun to get out of tashion, even in old Roman days.” 

“Pray stop, Miriam,” cried Ken von, “or I shall fling away the chisel 
forever!” 

“Fairly own to me, then, my friend,” rejoined Miriam, whose disturbed 
mind found a certain relief in this leclamation, “that you sculptors are, 
of necessity, the greatest plagiarists n the world.” 

“I do not own it,” said Kenyon, ^yet cannot utterly contradict you, as 
regards the actual state of the art But as long as the Carrara quarries 
still yield pure blocks, and while mv own country has marble mountains, 
probably as fine in quality, I shall steadfastly believe that future sculp- 
tors will revive this noblest of the beautiful arts, and people the world 
with new shapes of delicate grace and massive grandeur. Perhaps,” he 
added, smiling, “mankind will consent to wear a more manageable cos- 
tume; or, at worst, we sculptors shall get the skill to make broadcloth 
transparent, and render a majestic human character visible through the 
coats and trousers of the present day.” 

“Be it so! ” said Miriam ; “you are past my counsel. Show me the veiled 
figure, which I am afraid, I have criticised beforehand. To make amends, 
I am in the mood to praise it now.” 

But, as Kenyon was about to take the cloth off the clay model, she 
laid her hand on his arm. 

“Tell me first what is the subject,” said she, “for I have sometimes in- 
curred great displeasure from members of your brotherhood by being too 
obtuse to puzzle out the purport of their productions. It is so difficult, you 
know, to compress and define a character or story, and make it patent at 
a glance, within the narrow scope attainable by sculpture! Indeed I fancy 
it is still the ordinary habit with sculptors, first to finish their group of 
statuary, — in such development as the particular block of marble will 
allow, — and then to choose the subject; as John of Bologna did with his 
‘Rape of the Sabines.^ Have you followed that good example?” 

“No; my statue is intended for Cleopatra,” replied Kenyon, a little 
disturbed by Miriam^s raillery. “The special epoch of her history you 
must make out for yourself.” 

He drew away the cloth that had served to keep the moisture of the 
clay model from being exhaled. The sitting figure of a woman was seen. 
She was draped from head to foot in a costume minutely and scrupuously 
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Studied from that of ancient Egypt, as revealed by the strange sculpture 
of that country, its coins, drawings, painted mummy-cases, and what- 
ever other tokens have been dug out of its pyramids, graves, and cata- 
combs. Even the stiff Egyptian head-dress was adhered to, but had been 
softened into a rich feminine adornment, without losing a particle of its 
truth. Difficulties that might well have seemed insurmountable had been 
courageously encountered and made flexible to purposes of grace and 
dignity ; so that Cleopatra sat attired in a garb proper to her historic and 
queenly state, as a daughter of the Ptolemies, and yet such as the beau- 
tiful woman would have put on as best adapted to heighten the magnifi- 
cence of her charms, and kindle a tropic fire in the cold eyes of Octavius. 

A marvellous repose — that rare merit in statuary, except it be the 
lumpish repose native to the block of stone — was diffused throughout the 
figure. The spectator felt that Cleopatra had sunk down out of the fever 
and turmoil of her life, and for one instant — as it were, between two 
pulse-throbs — ^had relinquished all activity, and was resting throughout 
every vein and muscle. It was the repose of despair, indeed; for Octavius 
had seen her, and remained insensible to her enchantments. But still 
there was a great smouldering furnace deep down in the woman^s heart. 
The repose, no doubt, was as complete as if she were never to stir hand 
or foot again ; and yet, such was the creature^s latent energy and fierce- 
ness, she might spring upon you like a tigress, and stop the very breath 
that you were now drawing midway in your throat. 

The face was a miraculous success. The sculptor had not shunned to 
give the full Nubian lips, and other characteristics of the Egyptian phys- 
iognomy. His courage and integrity had been abundantly rewarded ; for 
Cleopatra’s beauty shone out richer, warmer, more triumphantly beyond 
comparison, than if, shrinking timidly from the truth, he had chosen the 
tame Grecian type. The expression was of profound, gloomy, heavily re- 
volving thought; a glance into her past life and present emergencies, 
while her spirit gathered itself up for some new struggle, or was jgetting 
sternly reconciled to impending doom. In one view, there was a certain 
soTfness and tenderness, — how breathed into the statue, among so many 
strong and passionate elements, it is impossible to say. Catching another 
glimpse, you beheld her as implacable as a stone and cruel as fire. 

In a word, all Cleopatra — fierce, voluptuous, passionate, tender, 
wicked, terrible, and full of poisonous and rapturous enchantment — was 
kneaded into what, only a week or two before, had been a lump of wet 
clay from the Tiber. Soon, apotheosized in an indestructible material, she 
would be one of the images that men keep forever, finding a heat in them 
which does not cool down, throughout the centuries. 

“What a woman is this!” exclaimed Miriam, after a long pause. “Tell 
me, did she ever try, even while you were creating her, to overcome you 
with her fury or her love? Were you not afraid to touch her, as she grew 
more and more towards hot life beneath your hand? My dear friend, it is 
a great work! How have you learned to do it?” 

“It is the concretion of a good deal of thought, emotion, and toil of 
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brain and hand,” said Kenyon, not without a perception that his work 
was good; ‘^but I know not how it came about at last. I kindled a great 
fire within my mind, and threw in the material, — as Aaron threw the gold 
of the Israelites into the furnace, — and in the midmost heat uprose Cleo- 
patra, as you see her.” 

“What I most marvel at,” said Miriam, “is the womanhood that you 
have so thoroughly mixed up with all those seemingly discordant ele- 
ments. Where did you get that secret? You never found it in your gentle 
Hildaj yet I recognize its truth.” 

“No, surely, it was not in Hilda,” said Kenyon. “Her womanhood is ol 
the ethereal type, and incompatible with any shadow of darkness or evil.” 

“You are right,” rejoined Miriam; “there are women of that ethereal 
type as you term it, and Hilda is one of them. She would die of her first 
wrong-doing, — supposing for a moment that she could be capable of do- 
ing wrong. Of sorrow, slender as she seems, Hilda might bear a great bur- 
den; of sin, not a feather’s weight Methinks now, were it my doom, I 
could bear either, or both at once; )ut my conscience is still as white as 
Hilda’s. Do you question it?” 

“Heaven forbid, Miriam! ” exclaimed the sculptor. 

He was startled at the strange tui n which she had so suddenly given to 
the conversation. Her voice, too,— so much emotion was stifled rather 
than expressed in it, — sounded unnatural. 

“Oh, my friend,” cried she, with sudden passion, “will you be my friend 
indeed? I am lonely, lonely, lonely! There is a secret in my heart that 
burns me, — that tortures me! Sometimes I fear to go mad of it; some- 
times I hope to die of it; but neither of the two happens. Ah, if I could 
but whisper it to only one human soul! And you — you see far into wo- 
manhood ; you receive it widely into your large view. Perhaps — p>erhaps, 
but Heaven only knows, you might understand me! Oh, let me speak! ” 

“Miriam, dear friend,” replied the sculptor, “if I can help you, speak 
freely, as to a brother.” 

“Help me? No! ” said Miriam. 

Kenyon’s respose had been perfectly frank and kind; and yet the sub- 
tlety of Miriam’s emotion detected a certain reserve and alarm in his 
warmly expressed readiness to hear her story. In his secret soul, to say 
the truth, the sculptor doubted whether it were well for this poor, suffer- 
ing girl to speak what she so yearned to say, or for him to listen. If there 
were any active duty of friendship to be performed, then, indeed, he 
would joyfully have come forward to do his best. But if it were only a 
pent-up heart that sought an outlet? in that case it was by no means so 
certain that a confession would do good. The more her secret struggled 
and fought to be told, the more certain would it be to change all former 
relations that had subsisted between herself and the friend to whom she 
might reveal it. Unless he could give her all the sympathy, and just the 
kind of sympathy that the occasion required, Miriam would hate him by 
and by, and herself still more, if he let her speak. 

This was what Kenyon said to himself; but his reluctance, after all. 
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and whether he were conscious of it or no, resulted from a suspicion that 
had crept into his heart and lay there in a dark corner. Obscure as it was, 
when Miriam looked into his eyes, she detected it at once. 

‘‘Ah, I shall hate you!” cried she, echoing the thought which he had 
not spoken ; she was half choked with the gush of passion that was thus 
turned back upon her. “You are as cold and pitiless as your own marble.” 

“No; but full of sympathy, God knows! ” replied he. 

In truth his suspicions, however warranted by the mystery in which 
Miriam was enveloped, had vanished in the earnestness of his kindly 
and sorrowful emotion. He was now ready to receive her trust. 

“Keep your sympathy, then, for sorrows that admit of such solace,” 
said she, making a strong effort to compose herself. “As for my griefs, I 
know how to manage them. It was all a mistake: you can do nothing for 
me, unless you petrify me into a marble companion for your Cleopatra 
there; and I am not of her sisterhood, I do assure you. Forget this foolish 
scene, my friend, and never let me see a reference to it in your eyes when 
they meet mine hereafter.” 

“Since you desire it, all shall be forgotten,” answered the sculptor, 
pressing her hand as she departed; “or, if ever I can serve you, let my 
readiness to do so be remembered. Meanwhile, dear Miriam, let us meet 
in the same clear, friendly light as heretofore.” 

“You are less sincere than I thought you,” said Miriam, “if you try to 
make me think that there will be no change.” 

As he attended her through the antechamber, she pointed to the statue 
of the pearl-diver. 

“My secret is not a pearl,” said she; “yet a man might drown himself 
in plunging after it.” 

After Kenyon had closed the door, she went wearily down the stair- 
case, but paused midway, as if debating with herself whether to return. 

“The mischief was done,” thought she; “and I might as well have had 
the solace that ought to come with it. I have lost, — by staggering a little 
way beyond the mark, in the blindness of my distress, — I have lost, as 
we shall hereafter find, the genuine friendship of this clear-minded, hon- 
orable, true-hearted young man, and all for nothing. What if I should go 
back this moment and compel him to listen?” 

She ascended two or three of the stairs, but again paused, murmured to 
herself, and shook her head. 

“No, no, no,” she thought; “and I wonder how I ever came to dream 
of it. Unless I had his heart for my own, — and that is Hilda^s, nor would 
I steal it from her, — it should never be the treasure-place of my secret. 
It is no precious pearl, as I just now told him; but my dark-red car- 
buncle — red as blood — is too rich a gem to put into a stranger^s casket.” 

She went down the stairs, and found her Shadow waiting for her in the 
street. 
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CHAPTER XV 

An Esthetic Company 

On the evening after Miriam’s visit to Kenyon’s studio, there was an 
assemblage composed almost entirely of Anglo-Saxons, and chiefly of 
American artists, with a sprinkling of their English brethren; and some 
few of the tourists who still lingered in Rome, now that Holy Week was 
past. Miriam, Hilda, and the sculptor were all three present, and, with 
them, Donatello, whose life was so far turned from its natural bent, that, 
like a pet spaniel, he followed his beloved mistress wherever he could gain 
admittance. 

The place of meeting was in th(' palatial, but somewhat faded and 
gloomy apartment of an eminent member of the aesthetic body. It was no 
more formal an occasion than one )f those weekly receptions, common 
among the foreign residents of Rome, at which pleasant people — or dis- 
agreeable ones, as the case may be — encounter one another with little 
ceremony. 

If anywise interested in art, a man must be difficult to please who can- 
not find fit companionship among a crowd of persons, whose ideas and 
pursuits all tend towards the general purpose of enlarging the world’s 
stock of beautiful productions. 

One of the chief causes that make Rome the favorite residence of art- 
ists — their ideal home which they sigh for in advance, and are so loath to 
migrate from, after once breathing its enchanted air — is, doubtless, that 
they there find themselves in force, and are numerous enough to create a 
congenial atmosphere. In every other clime they are isolated strangers; in 
this land of art, they are free citizens. 

Not that, individually, or in the mass, there appears to be any large 
stock of mutual affection among the brethren of the chisel and the pen- 
cil. On the contrary, it will impress the shrewd observer that the jeal- 
ousies and petty animosities, which the poets of our day have flung aside, 
still irritate and gnaw into the hearts of this kindred class of imagina- 
tive men. It is not difficult to suggest reasons why this should be the fact. 
The public, in whose good graces lie the sculptor’s or the painter’s pros- 
pects of success, is infinitely smaller than the public to which literary men 
make their appeal. It is composed of a very limited body of wealthy pat- 
rons; and these, as the artist well knows, are but blind judges in matters 
that require the utmost delicacy of perception. Thus, success in art is 
apt to become partly an affair of intrigue; and it is almost inevitable that 
even a gifted artist should look askance at his gifted brother’s fame, and 
be chary of the good word that might help him to sell still another statue 
or picture. You seldom hear a painter heap generous praise on anything 
in his special line of art; a sculptor never has a favorable eye for any 
marble but his own. 
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Nevertheless, in spite of all these professional grudges, artists are con- 
scious of a social warmth from each other’s presence and contiguity. 
They shiver at the remembrance of their lonely studios in the unsym- 
pathizing cities of their native land. For the sake of such brotherhood as 
they can find, more than for any good that they get from galleries, they 
linger year after year in Italy, while their originality dies out of the.n, or 
is polished away as a barbarism. 

The company this evening included several men and women whom the 
world has heard of, and many others, beyond all question, whom it ought 
to know. It would be a pleasure to introduce them upon our humble 
pages, name by name, and — had we confidence enough in our own taste 
— to crown each well-deserving brow according to its deserts. The op- 
portunity is tempting, but not easily manageable, and far too perilous, 
both in respect to those individuals whom we might bring forward, and 
the far greater number that must needs be left in the shade. Ink, more- 
over, is apt to have a corrosive quality, and might chance to raise a blis- 
ter, instead of any more agreeable titillation, on skins so sensitive as 
those of artists. We must therefore forego the delight of illuminating this 
chapter with personal allusions to men whose renown glows richly on 
canvas, or gleams in the white moonlight of marble. 

Otherwise we might point to an artist who has studied Nature with 
such tender love that she takes him to her intimacy, enabling him to re- 
produce her in landscapes that seem the reality of a better earth, and yet 
are but the truth of the very scenes around us, observed by the painter’s 
insight and interpreted for us by his skill. By his magic, the moon throws 
her light far out of the picture, and the crimson of the summer night abso- 
lutely glimmers on the beholder’s face. Or we might indicate a poet- 
painter, whose song has the vividness of picture, and whose canvas is 
peopled with angels, fairies, and water-sprites, done to the ethereal life, 
because he saw them face to face in his poetic mood. Or we might bow 
before an artist, who has wrought too sincerely, too religiously, with too 
earnest a feeling, and too delicate a touch, for the world at once to recog- 
nize how much toil and thought are compressed into the stately brow of 
Prospero, and Miranda’s maiden loveliness; or from what a depth within 
this painter’s heart the Angel is leading forth St. Peter. 

Thus it would be easy to' go on, perpetrating a score of little epigram- 
matical allusions, like the above, all kindly meant, but none of them quite 
hitting the mark, and often striking where they were not aimed. It may 
be allowable to say, however, that American art is much better represent- 
ed at Rome in the pictorial than in the sculpturesque department. Yet 
the men of marble appear to have more weight with the public than the 
men of canvas; perhaps on account of the greater destiny and solid sub- 
stance of the material in which they work, and the sort of physical ad- 
vantage which their labors thus acquire over the illusive unreality of 
color. To be a sculptor seems a distinction in itself; whereas a painter is 
nothing, unless individually eminent. 

One sculptor there was, an Englishman, endowed with a beautiful 
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fancy, and possessing at his fingers’ ends the capability of doing beauti- 
ful things. He was a quiet, simple, elderly personage, with eyes brown 
and bright, under a slightly impending brow, and a Grecian profile, such 
as he might have cut with his own chisel. He had spent his life, for forty 
years, in making Venuses, Cupids, Bacchuses, and a vast deal of other 
marble progeny of dream-work, or rather frost-work: it was all a vapory 
exhalation out of the Grecian mythology, crystallizing on the dull win- 
dow-panes of to-day. Gifted with a more delicate power than any other 
man alive, he had foregone to be a Christian reality, and perverted him- 
self into a Pagan idealist, whose business or efficacy, in our present world, 
it would be exceedingly difficult to define. And, loving and reverencing 
the pure material in which he wrought, as surely this admirable sculptor 
did, he had nevertheless robbed the marble of its chastity, by giving it an 
artificial warmth of hue. Thus it be:ame a sin and shame to look at his 
nude goddesses. They had revealec- themselves to his imagination, no 
doubt, with all their deity about tl^em; but, bedaubed with buff-color, 
they stood forth to the eyes of the profane in the guise of naked women. 
But, whatever criticism may be ventured on his style, it was good to 
meet a man so modest and yet iml ued with such thorough and simple 
conviction of his own right principl(‘S and practice, and so quietly satis- 
fied that his kind of antique achie^^ement was all that sculpture could 
effect for modern life. 

This eminent person’s weight and authority among his artistic breth- 
ren were very evident; for beginning unobtrusively to utter himself on a 
topic of art, he was soon the centre of a little crowd of younger sculptors. 
They drank in his wisdom, as if it would serve all the purposes of orig- 
inal inspiration; he, meanwhile, discoursing with gentle calmness, as if 
there could possibly be no other side, and often ratifying, as it were, his 
own conclusions by a mildly emphatic ‘"Yes.” 

The veteran sculptor’s unsought audience was composed mostly of our 
own countrymen. It is fair to say, that they were a body of very dexter- 
ous and capable artists, each of whom had probably given the delighted 
public a nude statue, or had won credit for even higher skill by the nice 
carving of button-holes, shoe-ties, coat-seams, shirt-bosoms, and other 
such graceful peculiarities of modern costume. Smart, practical men they 
doubtless were, and some of them far more than this, but, still, not pre- 
cisely what an uninitiated person looks for in a sculptor. A sculptor, in- 
deed, to meet the demands which our preconceptions make upon him, 
should be even more indispensably a poet than those who deal in meas- 
ured verse and rhyme. His material, or instrument, which serves him in 
the stead of shifting and transitory language, is a pure, white, undecaying 
substance. It insures immortality to whatever is wrought in it, and there- 
fore makes it a religious obligation to commit no idea to its mighty guard- 
ianship, save such as may repay the marble for its faithful care, its in- 
corruptible fidelity, by warming it with an ethereal life. Under this as- 
pect, marble assumes a sacred character; and no man should dare to 
touch it unless he feels within himself a certain consecration and a priest- 
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the only evidence of which, for the public eye, will be the high 
treatment of heroic subjects, or the delicate evolution of spirituS, 
^through material beauty. 

No ideas such as the foregoing — ^no misgivings suggested by them — 
probably troubled the self-complacency of most of these clever sculptors. 
Marble, in their view, had no such sanctity as we impute to it. It was 
merely a sort of white limestone from Carrara, cut into convenient blocks, 
and worth, in that state, about two or three dollars per pound; and it 
was susceptible of being wrought into certain shapes (by their own me- 
chanical ingenuity, or that of artisans in their employment) which would 
enable them to sell it again at a much higher figure. Such men, on the 
strength of some small knack in handling clay, which might have been fit- 
ly employed in making wax-work, are bold to call themselves sculptors. 
How terrible should be the thought, that the nude woman whom the mod- 
em artist patches together, bit by bit, from a dozen heterogeneous models, 
meaning nothing by her, shall last as long as the Venus of the Capitol! — 
that his group of — no matter what, since it has no moral or intellectual 
existence — will not physically crumble any sooner than the immortal 
agony of the Laocoon! 

Yet we love the artists, in every kind; even these, whose merits we are 
not quite able to appreciate. Sculptors, painters, crayon-sketchers, or 
whatever branch of aesthetics they adopted, were certainly pleasanter 
people, as we saw them that evening, than the average whom we meet in 
ordinary society. They were not wholly confined within the sordid com- 
pass of practical life; they had a pursuit which, if followed faithfully out, 
would lead them to the beautiful, and always had a tendency thitherward, 
even if they lingered to gather up golden djoss by the wayside. Their ac- 
tual business (though they talked about it very much as other men talk 
of cotton, politics, flour-barrels, and sugar) necessarily illuminated their 
conversation with something akin to the ideal. So, when the guests col- 
lected themselves in little groups, here and there in the wide saloon, a 
cheerful and airy gossip began to be heard. The atmosphere ceased to be 
precisely that of common life ; a faint, mellow tinge, such as we see in pic- 
tures, mingled itself with the lamplight. 

This good effect was assisted by many curious little treasures of art, 
which the host had taken care to strew upon his tables. They were prin- 
cipally such bits of antiquity as the soil of Rome and its neighborhood are 
still rich in; seals, gems, small figures of bronze, mediaeval carvings in 
ivory, things which had been obtained at little cost, yet might have borne 
no inconsiderable value in the museum of a virtuoso. 

As interesting as any of these relics was a large portfolio of old draw- 
ings, some of which, in the opinion of their possessor, bore evidence on 
their faces of the touch of master-hands. Very ragged and ill-conditioned 
they mostly were, yellow with time, and tattered with rough usage; and, 
in their best estate, the designs had been scratched rudely with pen and 
ink, on coarse paper, or, if drawn with charcoal or a pencil, were now half 
rubbed out. You would not anyhere see rougher and homelier things than 
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these. But this hasty rudeness made the sketches only the more valuable; 
because the artist seemed to have bestirred himself at the pinch of the 
moment, snatching up whatever material was nearest, so as to seize the 
first glimpse of an idea that might vanish in the twinkling of an eye. 
Thus, by the spell of a creased, soiled, and discolored scrap of paper, you 
were enabled to steal close to an old master, and watch him in the very 
effervescence of his genius. 

According to the judgment of several connoisseurs, RaphaeFs own 
hand had communicated its magnetism to one of these sketches; and, if 
genuine, it was evidently his first conception of a favorite Madonna, now 
hanging in the private apartment of the Grand Duke, at Florence. An- 
other drawing was attributed to Leonardo da Vinci, and appeared to be a 
somewhat varied design for his pi( lure of Modesty and Vanity , in the 
Sciarra Palace. There were at least iialf a dozen others, to which the own- 
er assigned as high an origin. It wa.^ delightful to believe in their authen- 
ticity, at all events; for these things make the spectator more vividly sen- 
sible of a great painter’s power, thon the final glow and perfected art of 
the most consummate picture that may have been elaborated from them. 
There is an effluence of divinity in tl>e first sketch; and there, if anywhere, 
vou find the pure light of inspiration, which the subsequent toil of the ar- 
tist serves to bring out in stronger lustre, indeed, but likewise adulterates 
fit with what belongs to an inferior mood. The aroma and fragrance of new 
thought were perceptible in these designs, after three centuries of wear 
and tear. The charm lay partly in their very imperfection; for this is sug- 
gestive, and sets the imagination at work; whereas, the finished picture, 
if a good one, leaves the spectator nothing to do, and, if bad, confuses, 
stupefies, disenchants, and disheartens him. 

Hilda was greatly interested in this rich portfolio. She lingered so long 
over one particular sketch, that Miriam asked her what discovery she had 
made. 

“Look at it carefully,” replied Hilda, putting the sketch into her hands. 
“If you take pains to disentangle the design from those pencil-marks that 
seem to have been scrawled over it, I think you will see something very 
curious.” 

“It is a hopeless affair, I am afraid,” said Miriam. “I have neither your 
faith, dear Hilda, nor your perceptive faculty. Fie! what a blurred scrawl 
it is indeed!” 

The drawing had originally been very slight, and had suffered more 
from time and hard usage than almost any other in the collection; it ap- 
peared, too, that there had been an attempt (perhaps by the very hand 
that drew it) to obliterate the design. By Hilda’s help, however, Miriam 
pretty distinctly made out a winged fT^n*e with a drawn sword, and a 
dTagdfi, '5f'ailem;ofi,J5toslrate at his feet. 

“I am convinced,” said Hilda, in a low, reverential tone, “that Guido’s 
own touches are on that ancient scrap of paper! If so, it must be his orig- 
inal sketch for the picture of the Archangel Michael setting his foot upon 
the demon, in the Church of the Cappuccini. The composition and gen- 
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eraJ arrangement of the sketch are the same with those of the picture; the 
only diflterence being, that the demon has a more upturned face, and 
scowls vindictively at the Archangel, who turns away his eyes in painful 
disgust.” 

“No wonder!” responded Miriam. “The expression suits the daintiness 
of MichaeFs character, as Guido represents him. He never could have 
looked the demon in the face! ” 

“Miriam!” exclaimed her friend, reproachfully, “you grieve me, and 
you know it, by pretending to speak contemptuously of the most beauti- 
ful and the divinest figure that mortal painter ever drew.” 

“Forgive me, Hilda!” said Miriam. “You take these matters more re- 
ligiously than I can, for my life. Guido’s Archangel is a fine picture, of 
course, but it never impressed me as it does you.” 

“Well; we will not talk of that,” answered Hilda. “What I wanted you 
to notice, in this sketch, is the face of the demon. It is entirely unlike the 
demon of the finished picture. Guido, you know, always affirmed that the 
resemblance to Cardinal Pamfili was either casual or imaginary. Now, 
here is the face as he first conceived it.” 

“And a more energetic demon, altogether, than that of the finished pic- 
ture,” said Kenyon, taking the sketch into his hand. “What a spirit is con- 
veyed into the ugliness of this strong, writhing, squirming dragon, under 
the Archangel’s foot! Neither is the face an impossible one. Upon my 
word, I have seen it somewhere, and on the shoulders of a living man ! ” 

“And so have I,” said Hilda. “It was what struck me from the first.” 

“Donatello, look at this face! ” cried Kenyon. 

The young Italian, as may be supposed, took little interest in matters 
of art, and seldom or never ventured an opinion respecting them. After 
holding the sketch a single instant in his hand, he flung it from him with a 
shudder of disgust and repugnance, and a frown that had all the bitter- 
ness of hatred. 

“I know the face well ! ” whispered he, “It is Miriam’s model ! ” 

It was acknowledged both by Kenyon and Hilda that they had de- 
tected, or fancied, the resemblance which Donatello so strongly affirmed; 
and it added not a little to the grotesque and weird character which, half 
playfully, half seriously, they assigned to Miriam’s attendant, to think of 
him as personating the demon’s part in a picture of more than two cen- 
turies ago. Had Guido, in his effort to imagine the utmost of sin and mis- 
ery, which his pencil could represent, hit ideally upon just this face? Or 
was it an actual portrait of somebody, that haunted the old master, as 
Miriam was haunted now? Did the ominous shadow follow him through 
all the sunshine of his earlier career, and into the gloom that gathered 
about its close? And when Guido died, did the spectre betake himself to 
those ancient sepulchres, there awaiting a new victim, till it was Miriam’s 
ill-hap to encounter him? 

“I do not acknowledge the resemblance at all,” said Miriam, looking 
narrowly at the sketch; “and, as I have drawn the face twenty times, I 
think you will own that I am the best judge.” 
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A discussion here arose, in reference to Guido’s Archangel, and it was 
agreed that these four friends should visit the Church of the Cappuccini 
the next morning, and critically examine the picture in question ; the simi- 
larity between it and the sketch being, at all events, a very curious cir- 
cumstance. 

It was now a little past ten o’clock, when some of the company, who 
had been standing in a balcony, declared the moonlight to be resplendent 
They proposed a ramble through the streets, taking in their way some of 
those scenes of ruin which produced their best effects under the splendor 
of the Italian moon. 


CHAPTKR XVI 

A Moonlight Ramble 

The proposal for a moonlight ramble was received with acclamation by 
all the younger portion of the company. They immediately set forth and 
descended from story to story, dimly lighting their way by waxen tapers, 
which are a necessary equipment to those whose thoroughfare, in the 
night-time, lies up and down a Roman staircase. Emerging from the court- 
yard of the edifice, they looked upward and saw the sky full of light, 
which seemed to have a delicate purple or crimson lustre, or, at least, 
some richer tinge than the cold, white moonshine of other skies. It 
gleamed over the front of the opposite palace, showing the architectural 
ornaments of its cornice and pillared portal, as well as the iron-barred 
basement-windows, that gave such a prison-like aspect to the structure, 
and the shabbiness and squalor that lay along its base. A cobbler was just 
shutting up his little shop, in the basement of the palace; a cigar- vender’s 
lantern flared in the blast that came through the archway; a French sen- 
tinel paced to and fro before the portal; a homeless dog, that haunted 
thereabouts, barked as obstreperously at the party as if he were the do- 
mestic guardian of the precincts. 

The air was quietly full of the noise of falling water, the cause of which 
was nowhere visible, though apparently near at hand. This pleasant, nat- 
ural sound, not unlike that of a distant cascade in the forest, may be 
heard in many of the Roman streets and piazzas, when the tumult of the 
city is hushed; for consuls, emperors, and popes, the great men of every 
age, have found no better way of immortalizing their memories, than by 
the shifting, indestructible, ever new, yet unchanging, upgush and down- 
fall of water. They have written their names in that unstable element, and 
proved it a more durable record than brass or marble. 

^‘Donatello, you had better take one of those gay, boyish artists for 
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your companion/’ said Miriam, when she found the Italian youth at her 
side. “I am not now in a merry mood, as when we set all the world a-danc- 
ing the other afternoon, in the Borghese grounds.” 

never wish to dance any more, ’’ answered Donatello. 

“What a melancholy was in that tone!” exclaimed Miriam. “You are 
getting spoilt in this dreary Rome, and will be as wise and as wretched as 
all the rest of mankind, unless you go back soon to your Tuscan vine- 
yards. Well; give me your arm then! But take care that no friskiness 
comes over you. We must walk evenly and heavily to-night! ” 

The party arranged itself according to its natural affinities or casual 
likings; a sculptor generally choosing a painter, and a painter a sculptor, 
for his companion, in preference to brethren of their own art. Kenyon 
would gladly have taken Hilda to himself, and have drawn her a little 
aside from the throng of merry wayfarers. But she kept near Miriam, and 
seemed, in her gentle and quiet way, to decline a separate alliance either 
with him or any other of her acquaintances. 

So they set forth, and had gone but i little way, when the narrow street 
emerged into a piazza, on one side of which glistening, and dimpling in 
the moonlight, was the most famous fountain in Rome. Its murmur — not 
to say its uproar — had been in the ears of the company, ever since they 
came into the open air. It was the Fountain of Trevi, which draws its prec- 
ious water from a source far beyond the walls, whence it flows hitherward 
through old subterranean aqueducts, and sparkles forth as pure as the vir- 
gin who first led Agrippa to its well-spring, by her father’s door. 

“I shall sip as much of this water as the hollow of my hand will hold,” 
said Miriam. “I am leaving Rome in a few days; and the tradition goes, 
that a parting draught at the Fountain of Trevi insures the traveller’s re- 
turn, whatever obstacles and improbabilities may seem to beset him. Will 
you drink, Donatello?” 

“Signorina, what you drink, I drink,” said the youth. 

They and the rest of the party descended some steps to the water’s 
brim, and, after a sip or two, stood gazing at the absurd design of the 
fountain, where some sculptor of Bernini’s school had gone absolutely 
mad in marble. It was a great palace-front, with niches and many bas-re- 
liefs, out of which looked Agrippa’s legendary virgin, and several of the 
allegoric sisterhood; while, at the base, appeared Neptune, with his floun- 
dering steeds, and Tritons blowing their horns about him, and twenty 
other artificial fantasies, which the calm moonlight soothed into better 
taste than was native to them. 

And, after all, it was as magnificent a piece of work as ever human skill 
contrived. At the foot of the palatial fagade was strown, with careful art 
and ordered irregularity, a broad and broken heap of massive rock, look- 
ing as if it might have lain there since the deluge. Over a central precipice 
fell the water, in a semicircular cascade ; and from a hundred crevices, on 
all sides, snowy jets gushed up, and streams spouted out of the mouths 
and nostrils of stone monsters, and fell in glistening drops; while other 
rivulets^ that had run wild, came leaping from one rude step to anoihen 
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over stones that were mossy, slimy, and green with sedge, because, in a 
century of their wild play. Nature had adopted the Fountain of Trevi. 
with all its elaborate devices, for her own. Finally, the water, tumbling, 
sparkling, and dashing, with joyous haste and never-ceasing murmur, 
poured itself into a great marble-brimmed reservoir, and filled it with a 
quivering tide ; on which was seen, continually, a snowy semicircle of mo- 
mentary foam from the principal cascade, as well as a multitude of snow- 
points from smaller jets. The basin occupied the whole breadth of the 
piazza, whence flights of steps descended to its border. A boat might float, 
and make voyages from one shore to another in this mimic lake. 

In the daytime, there is hardly a livelier scene in Rome than the neigh- 
borhood of the Fountain of Trevi; for the piazza is then filled with the 
stalls of vegetable and fruit-dealers, chestnut-roasters, cigar-venders, and 
other people, whose petty and wand<!^ring traffic is transacted in the open 
air. It is likewise thronged with idlers, lounging over the iron railing, and 
with Forestieri, who came hither to see the famous fountain. Here, also, 
are seen men with buckets, urchins with cans, and maidens (a picture as 
old as the patriarchal times) bearing their pitchers upon their heads. For 
the water of Trevi is in request, far and wide, as the most refreshing 
draught for feverish lips, the pleasantest to mingle with wine, and the 
wholesomest to drink, in its native purity, that can anywhere be found. 
But now, at early midnight, the piazza was a solitude; and it was a de- 
ight to behold this untamable water, sporting by itself in the moonshine, 
and compelling all the elaborate trivialities of art to assume a natural as- 
pect, in accordance with its own powerful simplicity. 

“What would be done with this water-power,’’ suggested an artist, “if 
we had it in one of our American cities? Would they employ it to turn the 
machinery of a cotton-mill, I wonder?” 

“The good people would pull down those rampant marble deities,” said 
Kenyon, “and, possibly, they would give me a commission to carve the 
one-and-thirty (is that the number?) sister States, each pouring a silver 
stream from a separate can into one vast basin, which should represent 
the grand reservoir of national prosperity.” 

“Or, if they wanted a bit of satire,” remarked an English artist, “you 
could set those same one-and-thirty States to cleansing the national flag 
of any stains that it may have incurred. The Roman washer-women at the 
lavatory yonder, plying their labor in the open air, would serve admirably 
as models.” 

“I have often intended to visit this fountain by moonlight.” said Mir- 
iam, “because it was here that the interview took place between Corinne 
and Lord Neville, after their separation and temporary estrangement. 
Pray come behind me, one of you, and let me try whether the face can be 
recognized in the water.” 

Leaning over the stone brim of the basin, she heard footsteps stealing 
behind her, and knew that somebody was looking over her shoulder. The 
moonshine fell directly behind Miriam, illuminating the palace-front and 
the whole scene of statues and rocks, and filling the basin, as it were, with 
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iremuious and palpable light. Corinne, it will be remembered, knew Lord 
l^eville by the reflection of his face in the water. In Miriam^s case, how- 
ever (owing to the agitation of the water, its transparency, and the angle 
at which she was compelled to lean over), no reflected image appeared; 
nor, from the same causes, would it have been possible for the recognition 
between Corinne and her lover to take place. The moon, indeed, ^ung 
Miriam^s shadow at the bottom of the basin, as well as two more shadows 
of persons who had followed her, on either side. 

^‘Three shadows I’’ exclaimed Miriam. ^^Three separate shadows, all so 
black and heavy that they sink in the water! There they lie on the bot- 
tom, as if all three were drowned together. This shadow on my right is 
Donatello; I know him by his curls, and the turn of his head. My left- 
hand companion puzzles me; a shapeless mass, as indistinct as the pre- 
monition of calamity! Which of you can it be? Ah I 

She had turned round, while speaking, and saw beside her the strange 
creature, whose attendance on her was already familiar, as a marvel and 
a jest, to the whole company of artists. A general burst of laughter fol- 
lowed the recognition; while the model leaned towards Miriam, as she 
shrank from him, and muttered something that was inaudible to those 
who witnessed the scene. By his gestures, however, they concluded that 
he was inviting her to bathe her hands. 

“He cannot be an Italian; at least not a Roman,’’ observed an artist. 
“I never knew one of them to care about ablution. See him now! It is as if 
he were trying to wash off the time-stains and earthly soil of a thousand 
years!” 

Dipping his hands into the capacious washbowl before him, the model 
rubbed them together with the utmost vehemence. Ever and anon, too, he 
peeped into the water, as if expecting to see the whole Fountain of Trevi 
turbid with the results of his ablution. Miriam looked at him, some little 
time, with an aspect of real terror, and even imitated him by leaning over 
to peep into the basin. Recovering herself, she took up some of the water 
in the hollow of her hand, and practised an old form of exorcism by fling- 
ing it in her persecutor’s face. 

“In the name of all the Saints,” cried she, “vanish. Demon, and let me 
be free of you now and forever ! ” 

“It will not suffice,” said some of the mirthful party, “unless the Foun- 
tain of Trevi gushes with holy water.” 

In fact, the exorcism was quite ineffectual upon the pertinacious demon, 
or whatever the apparition might be. Still he washed his brown, bony ta- 
lons; still he peered into the vast basin, as if all the water of that great 
drinking-cup of Rome must needs be stained black or sanguine ; and still 
he gesticulated to Miriam to follow his example. The spectators laughed 
loudly, but yet with a kind of constraint; for the creature’s aspect was 
strangely repulsive and hideous. 

Miriam felt her arm seized violently by Donatello. She looked at him, 
and beheld a tiger-like fury gleaming from his wild eyes. 
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^^Bid me drown himi ’’ whispered he, shuddering between rage and hor- 
rible disgust. “You shall hear his death-gurgle in another instant! ” 

“Peace, peace, Donatello!’’ said Miriam, soothingly, for this naturall}» 
gentle and sportive being seemed all aflame with animal rage. “Do him no 
mischief! He is mad; and we are as mad as he, if we suffer ourselves to be 
disquieted by his antics. Let us leave him to bathe his hands till the foun- 
tain run dry, if he find solace and pastime in it. What is it to you or me, 
Donatello? There, there! Be quiet, foolish boy! ” 

Her tone and gesture were such as she might have used in taming down 
the wrath of a faithful hound, that had taken upon himself to avenge 
some supposed affront to his mistress. She smoothed the young man’s 
curls (for his fierce and sudden fu^y seemed to bristle among his hair), 
and touched his cheek with her soft palm, till his angry mood was a little 
assuaged. 

“Signorina, do I look as when ym first knew me?” asked he, with a 
heavy, tremulous sigh, as they wen onward, somewhat apart from their 
companions. “Methinks there has )een a change upon me, these many 
months; and more and more, these last few days. The joy is gone out of 
my life; all gone! all gone! Feel my hand! Is it not very hot? Ah; and my 
heart burns hotter still ! ” 

“My poor Donatello, you are ill ” said Miriam, with deep sympathy 
and pity. “This melancholy and sickly Rome is stealing away the rich, 
joyous life that belongs to you. Go back, my dear friend, to your home 
among the hills, where (as I gather from what you have told me) your 
days were filled with simple and blameless delights. Have you found 
aught in the world that is worth what you there enjoyed? Tell me truly, 
Donatello!” 

“Yes! ” replied the young man. 

“And what, in Heaven’s name?” asked she. 

“This burning pain in my heart,” said Donatello; “for you are in the 
midst of it.” 

By this time, they had left the Fountain of Trevi considerably behind 
them. Little further allusion was made to the scene at its margin; for the 
party regarded Miriam’s persecutor as diseased in his wits, and were 
hardly to be surprised by an eccentricity in his deportment. 

Threading several narrow steets, they passed though the Piazza of the 
Holy Apostles, and soon came to Trajan’s Forum. All over the surface of 
what once was Rome, it seems to be the effort of Time to bury up the an- 
cient city, as if it were a corpse, and he the sexton; so that, in eighteen 
centuries, the soil over its grave has grown very deep, by the slow scatter- 
ing of dust, and the accumulation of more modern decay upon older ruin. 

This was the fate, also, of Trajan’s Forum, until some papal antiquary, 
a few hundred years ago, began to hollow it out again, and disclosed the 
full height of the gigantic column wreathed round with bas-reliefs of the 
old emperor’s warlike deeds. In the area before it stands a grove of stone, 
consisting of the broken and unequal shafts of a vanished temple, still 
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keeping a majestic order, and apparently incapable of further demolition. 
The modern edifices of the piazza (wholly built, no doubt, out of the six>il 
of its old magnificence) look down into the hollow space whence these pil- 
lars rise. 

One of the immense gray granite shafts lay.in the piazza, on the verge 
of the area. It was a great, solid fact of the Past, making old Rome ac- 
tually sensible to the touch and eye; and no study of history, nor force of 
thought, nor magic of song, could so vitally assure us that Rome once 
existed, as this sturdy specimen of what its rulers and people wrought. 

‘^And see! ” said Kenyon, laying his hand upon it, “there is still a polish 
remaining on the hard substance of the pillar; and even now, late as it is, 
I can feel very sensibly the warmth of the noonday sun, which did its best 
to heat it through. This shaft will endure forever. The polish of eighteen 
centuries ago, as yet but half rubbed off, and the heat of to-day’s sun- 
shine, lingering into the night, seem almost equally ephemeral in relation 
to it.’’ 

“There is comfort to be found in the pillar,” remarked Miriam, “hard 
and heavy as it is. Lying here forever, as it will, it makes all human 
trouble appear but a momentary annoyance.” 

“And human happiness as evanescent too,” observed Hilda, sighing; 
“and beautiful art hardly less so! I do not love to think that this dull 
stone, merely by its massiveness, will last infinitely longer than any pic- 
ture, in spite of the spiritual life that ought to give it immortality I ” 

“My poor little Hilda,” said Miriam, kissing her compassionately, 
“would you sacrifice this greatest mortal consolation, which we derive 
from the transitoriness of all things, — from the right of saying, in every 
conjecture, ‘This, too, will pass away,’ — would you give up this unspeak- 
able boon, for the sake of making a picture eternal?” 

Their moralizing strain was interrupted by a demonstration from the 
rest of the party, who, after talking and laughing together, suddenly 
joined their voices, and shouted at full pitch, — 

“Trajan! Trajan!” 

“Why do you deafen us with such an uproar?” inquired Miriam. 

In truth, the whole piazza had been filled with their idle vociferation: 
the echoes from the surrounding houses reverberating the cry of “Tra- 
jan,” on all sides; as if there was a great search for that imperial person- 
age, and not so much as a handful of his ashes to be found. 

“Why, it was a good opportunity to air our voices in this resounding 
piazza,” replied one of the artists. “Besides, we had really some hopes of 
summoning Trajan to look at his column, which, you know, he never saw 
in his lifetime. Here is your model (who, they say, lived and sinned before 
Trajan’s death) still wandering about Rome; and why not the Emperor 
Trajan?” 

“E>ead emperors have very little delight in their columns, I am afraid,” 
observed Kenyon. “AH that rich sculpture of Trajan’s bloody warfare, 
twining from the base of the pillar to its capital, may be but an ugly spec- 
tacle for his ghostly eyes, if he considers that this huge, storied shaft must 
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be laid before the judgment-seat, as a piece of the evidence of what he did 
in the flesh. If ever I am employed to sculpture a heroes monument, I shall 
think of this, as I put in the bas-reliefs of the pedestal 1 ” 

‘^There are sermons in stones, said Hilda, thoughtfully, smiling at 
Kenyon’s morality; “and especially in the stones of Rome.” 

The party moved on, but deviated a little from the straight way, in or- 
der to glance at the ponderous remains of the temple of Mars Ultor, with- 
in which a convent of nuns is now established, — a dove-cote, in the war- 
god’s mansion. At only a little distance, they passed the portico of a Tem- 
ple of Minerva, most rich and tK^autiful in architecture, but wofully 
gnawed by time and shattered by violence, besides being buried midway 
in the accumulation of soil, that rises over dead Rome like a flood- tide. 
Within this edifice of antique sane tity, a baker’s shop was now estab- 
lished, with an entrance on one side , for, everywhere, the remnants of old 
grandeur and divinity have been made available for the meanest neces- 
sities of to-day. 

“The baker is just drawing his loaves out of the oven,” remarked Ken- 
yon. “Do you smell how sour they ire? I should fancy that Minerva (in 
revenge for the desecration of her temple) had slyly poured vinegar into 
the batch, if I did not know that the modern Romans prefer their bread 
in the acetous fermentation.” 

They turned into the Via Alessandria, and thus gained the rear of the 
Temple of Peace, and, passing beneath its great arches, pursued their way 
along a hedge-bordered lane. In all probability, a stately Roman street 
lay buried beneath that rustic-looking pathway; for they had now 
emerged from the close and narrow avenues of the modern city, and were 
treading on a soil where the seeds of antique grandeur had not yet pro- 
duced the squalid crop that elsewhere sprouts from them. Grassy as the 
lane was, it skirted along heaps of shapeless ruin, and the bare site of the 
vast temple that Hadrian planned and built. It terminated on the edge of 
a somewhat abrupt descent, at the foot of which, with a muddy ditch be- 
tween, rose, in the bright moonlight, the great curving wall and multi- 
tudinous arches of the Coliseum. 


CHAPTER XVII 

Miriam’s Trouble 

As usual of a moonlight evening, several carriages stood at the entrance 
of this famous ruin, and the precincts and interior were anything but a 
solitude. The French sentinel on duty beneath the principal archway eyed 
our party curiously, but offered no obstacle to their admission. Within, 
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the moonlight filled and flooded the great empty space ; it glowed upon 
tier above tier of ruined, grass-grown arches, and made them even too dis- 
tinctly visible. The splendor of the revelation took away that inestimable 
effect of dimness and mystery by which the imagination might be assisted 
to build a grander structure than the Coliseum, and to shatter it with a 
more picturesque decay. Byron’s celebrated description is better than the 
reality. He beheld the scene in his mind’s eye, through the witchery of 
many intervening years, and faintly illuminated it as if with starlight in- 
stead of this broad glow of moonshine. 

The party of our friends sat down, three or four of them on a prostrate 
column, another on a shapeless lump of marble, once a Roman altar; oth- 
ers on the steps of one of the Christian shrines. Goths and barbarians 
though they were, they chatted as gayly together as if they belonged to 
the gentle and pleasant race of people who now inhabit Italy. There was 
much pastime and gayety just then in the area of the Coliseum, where so 
many gladiators and wild beasts had fought and died, and where so much 
blood of Christian martyrs had been lapped up by that fiercest of wild 
beasts, the Roman populace of yore. Some youths and maidens were run- 
ning merry races across the open space, and playing at hide-and-seek a 
little way within the duskiness of the ground-tier of arches, whence now 
and then you could hear the half-shriek, half-laugh of a frolicsome girl, 
whom the shadow had betrayed into a young man’s arms. Elder groups 
were seated on the fragments of pillars and blocks of marble that lay 
round the verge of the arena, talking in the quick, short ripple of the Ital- 
ian tongue. On the steps of the great black cross in the centre of the Colis- 
eum sat a party singing scraps of songs, with much laughter and merri- 
ment between the stanzas. 

It was a strange place for song and mirth. That black cross marks one 
of the special blood-spots of the earth where, thousands of times over, the 
dying gladiator fell, and more of human agony has been endured for the 
mere pastime of the multitude than on the breadth of many battle-fields. 
From all this crime and suffering, however, the spot has derived a more 
than common sanctity. An inscription promises seven years’ indulgence, 
seven years of remission from the pains of purgatory, and earlier enjoy- 
ment of heavenly bliss, for each separate kiss imprinted on the black 
cross. What better use could be made of life, after middle-age, when the 
accumulated sins are many and the remaining temptations few, than to 
spend it all in kissing the black cross of the Coliseum! 

Besides its central consecration, the whole area has been made sacred 
by a range of shrines, which are erected round the circle, each commem- 
orating some scene or circumstance of the Saviour’s passion and suffering. 
In accordance with an ordinary custom a pilgrim was making his progress 
from shrine to shrine upon his knees, and saying a penitential prayer at 
each. Light-footed girls ran across the path along which he crept, or sport- 
ed with their friends close by the shrines where he was kneeling. The pil- 
grim took no heed, and the girls meant no irreverence; for in Italy religion 
jostles along side by side with business and sport, after a fashion of its 
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own, and people are accustomed to kneel down and pray, or see others 
praying, between two fits of merriment, or between two sins. 

To make an end of our description, a red twinkle of light was visible 
amid the breadth of shadow that fell across the upper part of the Coli- 
seum. Now it glimmered through a line of arches, or threw a broader 
gleam as it rose out of some profound abyss of ruin ; now it was muffled 
by a heap of shrubbery which had adventurously clambered to that dizzy 
height; and so the red light kept ascending to loftier and loftier ranges of 
the structure, until it stood like a star where the blue sky rested against 
the Coliseum’s topmost wall. It indicated a party of English or Americans 
paying the inevitable visit by moonlight, and exalting themselves with 
raptures that were Byron’s, not theii own. 

‘'OoT'cdmpany of artists sat on the fallen column, the pagan altar, and 
the steps of the Christian shrine, en oying the moonlight and shadow, the 
present gayety and the gloomy reminiscences of the scene, in almc^st equal 
shar^. Artists, indeed, are lifted by the ideality of their pursuits a little 
way off the earth, and are therefore able to catch the evanescent fragrance 
that floats in the atmosphere of life above the heads of the ordinary crowd. 

if they seem endowed with little imagination individually, yet there 
is a property, a gift, a talisman, common to their class, entitling them to 
partake somewhat more bountifully than other people in the thin delights 
of moonshine and romance. 

“How delightful this is! ” said Hilda; and she sighed for very pleasure 

“Yes,” said Kenyon, who sat on the column, at her side. “The Coliseum 
is far more delightful, as we enjoy it now, than when eighty thousand per- 
sons sat squeezed together, row above row, to see their fellow-creatures 
torn by lions and tigers limb from limb. What a strange thought that the 
Coliseum was really built for us, and has not come to its best uses till al- 
most two thousand years after it was finished! ” 

“The Emperor Vespasian scarcely had us in his mind,” said Hilda, 
smiling; “but I thank him none the less for building it.” 

“He gets small thanks, I fear, from the people whose bloody instincts 
he pampered,” rejoined Kenyon. “Fancy a nightly assemblage of eighty 
thousand melancholy and remorseful ghosts, looking down from those 
tiers of broken arches, striving to repent of the savage pleasures which 
they once enjoyed, but still longing to enjoy them over again.” 

“You bring a Gothic horror into this peaceful moonlight scene,’' said 
Hilda. 

“Nay, I have good authority for peopling the Coliseum with phan- 
toms,” replied the sculptor. “Do you remember that veritable scene in 
Benvenuto Cellini’s autobiography, in which a necromancer of his ac- 
quaintance draws a magic circle — just where the black cross stands now, I 
suppose — and raises myriads of demons? Benvenuto saw them with his 
own eyes, — giants, pygmies, and other creatures of frightful aspect, — 
capering and dancing on yonder walls. Those spectres must have been 
Romans, in their lifetime, and frequenters of this bloody amphitheatre.’' 

“I see a spectre, now!” said Hilda, with a little thrill of uneasiness- 
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^‘Have you watched that pilgrim, who is going round the whole circle of 
shrines, on his knees, and praying with such fervency at every one? Now 
that he has revolved s6 far in his orbit, and has the moonshine on his face 
as he turns towards us, methinks I recognize him! ” 

‘^And so do said Kenyon. “Poor Miriam! Do you think she sees 
him?’’ 

They looked round, and perceived that Miriam had risen from the 
steps of the shrine and disappeared. She had shrunk back, in fact, into the 
deep obscurity of an arch that opened just behind them. 

Donatello, whose faithful watch was no more to be eluded than that of 
a hound, had stolen after her, and became the innocent witness of a spec- 
tacle that had its own kind of horror. Unaware of his presence, and fancy- 
ing herself wholly unseen, the beautiful Miriam began to gesticulate ex- 
travagantly, gnashing her teeth, flinging her arms wildly abroad, stamp- 
ing with her foot. It was as if she had stepped aside for an instant, solely 
to snatch the relief of a brief fit of madness. Persons in acute trouble, or 
laboring under strong excitement, with a necessity for concealing it, arc 
prone to relieve their nerves in this wild way; although, when practicable, 
they find a more effectual solace in shrieking aloud. 

Thus, as soon as she threw off her self-control, under the dusky arches 
of the Coliseum, we may consider Miriam as a mad woman, concentrating 
the elements of a long insanity into that instant. 

“Signorina! signorina! have pity on me! cried Donatello, approaching 
her; “this is too terrible! ’’ 

“How dare you look at me!’’ exclaimed Miriam, with a start; then, 
whispering below her breath, “men have been struck dead for a less of- 
fence!’’ 

“If you desire it, or need it,” said Donatello, humbly, “I shall not be 
loath to die.” 

“Donatello,” said Miriam, coming close to the young man, and speak- 
ing low, but still the almost insanity of the moment vibrating in her voice, 
“if you love yourself; if you desire those earthly blessings, such as you, of 
all men, were made for; if you would come to a good old age among your 
olive-orchards and your Tuscan vines, as your forefathers did; if you 
would leave children to enjoy the same peaceful, happy, innocent life, 
then flee from me. Look not behind you! Get you gone without another 
word.” He gazed sadly at her, but did not stir. “I tell you,” Miriam went 
on, “there is a great evil hanging over me! I know it; I see it in the sky; I 
feel it in the air! It will overwhelm me as utterly as if this arch should 
crumble down upon our heads! It will crush you, too, if you stand at my 
side! Depart, then; and make the sign of the cross, as your faith bids you, 
when an evil spirit is nigh. Cast me off, or you are lost forever.” 

A higher sentiment brightened upon Donatello’s face than had hitherto 
seemed to belong to its simple expression and sensuous beauty. 

“I will never quit you,” he said; “you cannot drive me from you.” 

“Poor Donatello!” said Miriam, in a changed tone, and rather to her- 
^If than him. “Is there no otier that seeks me out^ — follows me,- — is ob- 
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stinate to share my affliction and my doom, — ^but only you I They call me 
beautiful; and I used to fancy that, at my need, I could bring the whole 
world to my feet. And lol here is my utmost need; and my beauty and my 
gifts have brought me only this poor, simple boy. Half-witted, they call 
him; and surely fit for nothing but to be happy. And I accept his aid I To- 
morrow, to-morrow, I will tell him all! Ah! what a sin to stain his joyous 
nature with the blackness of a woe like mine! ’’ 

She held out her hand to him, and smiled sadly as Donat'^Jo pressed it 
to his lips. They were now about to emerge from the depth of the arch; 
but, just then, the kneeling pilgrim, in his revolution round the orbit of 
the shrines, had reached the one on the steps of which Miriam had been 
sitting. There, as at the other shrines, he prayed, rr seemed to pray. It 
struck Kenyon, however, — who sat close by, and s?.w his face distinctly, 
— that the suppliant was merely performing an enjoined penance, and 
without the penitence that ought t( have given it effectual life. Even as 
he knelt, his eyes wandered, and IV iriam soon felt that he had detected 
her, half hidden as she was within th'^ obscurity of the arch. 

“He is evidently a good Catholic, lowevf ; whispered one of the party. 
“After all, I fear we cannot identify him with the ancient pagan who 
haunts the catacombs.’’ 

“The doctors of the Propaganda may have converted him,” said an- 
other ; “they have had fifteen hundred years to perform the task.” 

The company now deemed it time to continue their ramble. Emerging 
from a side entrance of the Coliseum, they had on their left the Arch of 
Constantine, and, above it, the shapeless ruins of the Palace of the Caes- 
ars ; portions of which have taken shape anew, in mediaeval convents and 
modern villas. They turned their faces cityward, and, treading over the 
broad flagstones of the old Roman pavement, passed through the Arch of 
Titus. The moon shone brightly enough within it, to show the seven- 
branched Jewish candlestick, cut in the marble of the interior. The orig- 
inal of that awful trophy lies buried, at this moment, in the yellow mud of 
the Tiber; and, could its gold of Ophir again be brought to light, it would 
be the most precious relic of past ages, in the estimation of both Jew and 
Gentile. 

Standing amid so much ancient dust, it is difficult to spare the reader 
the commonplaces of enthusiasm, on which hundreds of tourists have al- 
ready insisted. Over this half-worn pavement, and beneath this Arch ol 
Titus, the Roman armies had trodden in their outward march, to fight 
battles, a world’s width away. Returning victorious, with royal captives 
and inestimable spoil, a Roman triumph, that most gorgeous pageant of 
earthly pride, had streamed and flaunted in hundred-fold succession over 
these same flagstones^ and through this yet stalwart archway. It is politic, 
however, to make few allusions to such a past; nor, if we would create an 
interest in the characters of our story, is it wise to suggest how Cicero’s 
foot may have stepped on yonder stone, or how Horace was wont to stroll 
near by, making his footsteps chime with the measure of the ode that was 
ringing in his mind. The very ghosts of that massive and stately epoch 
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have so much density that the actual people of to-day seem the thinner of 
the two, and stand more ghostlike by the arches and columns, letting the 
rich sculpture be discerned through their ill-compacted substance. 

The party kept onward, often meeting pairs and groups of midnight 
strollers like themselves. On such a moonlight night as this, Rome keeps 
itself awake and stirring, and is full of song and pastime, the noi^e of 
which mingles with your dreams, if you have gone betimes to bed. But it 
is better to be abroad, and take our own share of the enjoyable time; for 
the languor what weighs so heavily in the Roman atmosphere by day is 
lightened beneath the moon and stars. 

They had now reached the precincts of the Forum. 


CHAPTER XVIII 

On the Edge of a Precipice 

us settle it,’’ said Kenyon, stamping his foot firmly down, ‘^that this 
is precisely the spot where the chasm opened, into which Curtius precipi- 
tated his good steed and himself. Imagine the great, dusky gap, impene- 
trably deep, and with half-shaped monsters and hideous faces looming up- 
ward out of it, to the vast affright of the good citizens who peeped over 
the brim! There, now, is a subject, hitherto unthought of, for a grim and 
ghastly story, and, methinks, with a moral as deep as the gulf itself. With- 
in it, beyond a question, there were prophetic visions, — intimations of all 
the future calamities of Rome, — shades of Goths, and Gauls, and even of 
the French soldiers of to-day. It was a pity to close it up so soon! I would 
give much for a peep into such a chasm.” 

‘T fancy,” remarked Miriam, “that every person takes a peep into it in 
moments of gloom and despondency; that is to say, in his moments of 
deepest insight.” 

“Where is it, then?” asked Hilda. “I never peeped into it.” 

“Wait, and it will open for you,” replied her friend. “T^e chasm was 
merely one of the orifices of that pit of blackness that lies beneath us, 
ev^jrywhere. The firmest substance of human happiness is but a thin crust 
spread .over it, with just reality enough to bear up the illusive stage-scen- 
ery amid which we tread. It needs no earthquake to open the chasm. A 
footsj^p, a little heavier than ordinary, will serve ; and we must step very 
dSintily, not to break through the crust at any moment. By and by, we in- 
evitably sink! It was a foolish piece of heroism in Curtius to precipitate 
himself there, in advance ; for all Rome, you see, has been sw^lowed up 
in that gulf, in spite of him. The Palace of the Caesars has gone down 
thither, with a hollow, rumbling sound of its fragments! All the temples 
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have tumbled into it; and thousands of statues have been thrown after I 
All the armies and the triumphs have marched into the great chasm, with 
their martial music playing, as they stepped over the brink. All the heroes, 
the statesmen, and the poets! All piled upon poor Curtius, who thought to 
have saved them all! I am loath to smile at the self-conceit of that gallant 
horseman, but cannot well avoid it.” 

“It grieves me to hear you speak thus, Miriam,” said Hilda, whose nat- 
ural and cheerful piety was shocked by her friend’s gloomy view of hu- 
man destinies. “It seems to me that there is no chasm, nor any hideous 
emptiness under our feet, except what the evil within us digs. If there be 
such a chasm, let us bridge it over with good thoughts and deeds, and v^e 
shall tread safely to the other side It was the guilt of Rome, no doubt, 
that caused this gulf to open; and ( urtius filled it up with his heroic self- 
sacrifice and patriotism, which wa^ the best virtue that the old Romans 
knew. Every wrong thing makes th( gulf deeper; every right one helps to 
fill it up. As the evil of Rome was f ir more than its good, the whole com- 
monwealth finally sank into it, indei d, but of no original necessity ” 

“Well, Hilda, it came to the same thing at last,” answered Miriam, 
despondingly. 

“Doubtless, too,” resumed the sc ilptor (for his imagination was great- 
ly excited by the idea of this wondrous chasm) , “all the blood that the Ro- 
mans shed, whether on battle-fields or in the Coliseum, or on the cross, — 
in whatever public or private murder, — ran into this fatal gulf, and 
formed a mighty subterranean lake of gore, right beneath our feet. The 
blood from the thirty wounds in Caesar s breast flowed hitherward, and 
that pure little rivulet from Virginias bosom, too! Virginia, beyond all 
question, was stabbed by her father, precisely where we are standing.” 

“Then the spot is hallowed forever! ” said Hilda. 

“Is there such blessed potency in bloodshed?’’ asked Miriam. “Nay, 
Hilda, do not protest! I take your meaning rightly.” 

They again moved forward. And still, from the Forum and the Via Sa- 
cra, from beneath the arches of the Temple of Peace on one side, and the 
acclivity of the Palace of the Cccsars on the other, there arose singing 
voices of parties that were strolling through the moonlight. Thus, the air 
was full of kindred melodies that encountered one another, and twined 
themselves into a broad, vague music, out of which no single strain could 
be disentangled. These good examples, as well as the harmonious influ- 
ences of the hour, incited our artist-friends to make proof of their own vo- 
cal powers. With what skill and breath they had, they set up a choral 
strain, — “Hail, Columbia!” we believe, — which those old Roman echoes 
must have found it exceeding difficult to repeat aright. Even Hilda poured 
the slender sweetness of her note into her country’s song. Miriam was at 
first silent, being perhaps unfamiliar with the air and burden. But, sud- 
denly, she threw out such a swell and gush of sound, that it seemed to per- 
vade the whole choir of other voices, and then to rise above them all, and 
become audible in what would else have been the silence of an upper re- 
gion. That volume of melodious voice was one of the tokens of a great 
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Touble. There had long been an impulse upon her — amounting, at last, to 
a necessity — ^to shriek aloud; but she had struggled against it, till the 
thunderous anthem gave her an opportunity to relieve her heart by a 
great cry. 

They passed the solitary Column of Phocas, and looked down into the 
excavated space, where a confusion of pillars, arches, pavements, and 
shattered blocks and shafts — the crumbs of various ruin dropped from 
the devouring maw of Time — stand, or lie, at the base of the Capitoline 
Hill. That renowned hillock (for it is little more) now arose abruptly 
above them. The ponderous masonry, with which the hill-side is built up, 
is as old as Rome itself, and looks likely to endure while the world retains 
any substance or permanence. It once sustained the Capitol, and now 
bears up the great pile which the mediaeval builders raised on the antique 
foundation, and that still loftier tower, which looks abroad upon a larger 
page of deeper historic interest than any other scene can show. On the 
same pedestal of Roman masonry, other structures will doubtless rise, 
and vanish like ephemeral things. 

To a spectator on the spot, it is remarkable that the events of Roman 
history, and Roman life itself, appear not so distant as the Gothic ages 
which succeeded them. We stand in the Forum, or on the height of the 
Capitol, and seem to see the Roman epoch close at hand. We forget that 
a dhasm extends between it and ourselves, in which lie all those dark, 
rude, unlettered centuries, around the birth-time of Christianity, as well 
as the age of chivalry and romance, the feudal system, and the infancy of 
a better civilization than that of Rome. Or, if we remember these mediae- 
val times, they look further off than the Augustan age. The reason may 
be, that the old Roman literature survives, and creates for us an intimacy 
with the classic ages, which we have no means of forming with the sub- 
sequent ones. 

The Italian climate, moreover, robs age of its reverence and makes it 
look newer than it is. Not the Coliseum, nor the tombs of the Appian 
Way, nor the oldest pillar in the Forum, nor any other Roman ruin, be it 
as dilapidated as it may, ever give the impression of venerable antiquity 
which we gather, along with the ivy, from the gray walls of an English 
abbey or castle. And yet every brick or stone, which we pick up among 
the former, had fallen ages before the foundation of the latter was be- 
gun, This is owing to the kindliness with which Nature takes an English 
ruin to her heart, covering it with ivy, as tenderly as Robin Redbreast 
covered the dead babes with forest leaves. She strives to make it a part 
of herself, gradually obliterating the handiwork of man, and supplanting 
it with her own mosses and trailing verdure, till she has won the whole 
structure back, But, in Italv, whenever man has once hewn a stone, Na- 
tiu;fiuforthwith relinquishes her right to it, and never lays her finger on it 
Age after age finds it bare and naked, in the barren sunshine, and 
leav^^’it so. Besides this natural disaavantage, too, each succeeding cen- 
tui*3r;in Rome, has done its best to ruin the very ruins, soTar- as their 
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picturesque effect is concerned, by stealing away the marble and hewn 
stone, and leaving only yellow bricks, which never can look venerable. 

The party ascended the winding way that leads from the Forum to the 
Piazza of the Campidoglio on the summit of the Capitoline Hill. The> 
stood awhile to contemplate the bronze equestrian statue of Marcus Aure- 
lius. The moonlight glistened upon traces of the gilding which had once 
covered both rider and steed ; these were almost gone, but the aspect of 
dignity was still perfect, clothing the figure as it were with an imperial 
robe of light. It is the most majestic representation of the kingly charac- 
ter that ever the world has seen. A sight of the old heathen emperor is 
enough to create an evanescent sentiment of loyalty even in a democratic 
bosom, so august does he look, sc' fit to rule, so worthy of man^s pro- 
foundest homage and obedience, so inevitably attractive of his love. He 
stretches forth his hand with an air of grand beneficence and unlimited 
authority, as if uttering a decree f om which no appeal was permissible, 
but in which the obedient subject would find his highest interests con- 
sulted ; a command that was in itsel a benediction. 

^The sculptor of this statue know what a king should be,^’ observed 
Kenyon, ^^and knew, likewise, the aeart of mankind, and how it craves a 
true ruler, under whatever title, as b child its father.’’ 

‘‘Oh, if there were but one such man as this! ” exclaimed Miriam. “One 
such man in an age, and one in all the world; then how speedily would 
the strife, wickedness, and sorrow of us poor creatures be relieved. We 
would come to him with our griefs, whatever they might be, — even a poor, 
frail woman burdened with her heavy heart, — and lay them at his feet, 
and never need to take them up again. The rightful king would see to all.” 

“What an idea of the regal office and duty!” said Kenyon, with a 
smile. “It is a woman’s idea of the whole matter to perfection. It is 
Hilda’s, too, no doubt?” 

“No,” answered the quiet Hilda; “I should never look for such assist- 
ance from an earthly king.” 

“Hilda, my religious Hilda,” whispered Miriam, suddenly drawing the 
girl close to her, “do you know how it is with me? I would give all I have 
or hope — my life, oh how freely — for one instant of your trust in God! 
You little guess my need of it. You really think, then, that He sees and 
cares for us?” 

“Miriam, you frighten me.” 

“Hush, hush! do not let them hear you!” whispered Miriam. “I 
frighten you, you say; for Heaven’s sake, how? Am I strange? is there 
anything wild in my behavior?” 

“Only for that moment,” replied Hilda, “because you seemed to doubt 
God’s providence.” 

“We will talk of that another time,” said her friend. “Just now it is 
very dark to me.” 

On the left of the Piazza of the Campidoglio, as you face cityward, and 
at the head of the long and stately flight of steps descending from the 
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Capitoline Hill to the level of lower Rome, there is a narrow lane or pass- 
age. Into this the party of our friends now turned. The path ascended a 
little, and ran along under the walls of a palace, but soon passed through 
a gateway, and terminated in a small paved court-yard. It was bordered 
by a low parapet. 

The spot, for some reason or other, impressed them as exceedingly lone- 
ly. On one side was the great height of the palace, with the moonshine 
falling over it, and showing all the windows barred and shuttered. Not a 
human eye could look down into the little courtyard, even if the seem- 
ingly deserted palace had a tenant. On all other sides of its narrow com- 
pass there was nothing but the parapet, which as it now appeared was 
built right on the edge of a steep precipice. Gazing from its imminent 
brow, the party beheld a crowded confusion of roofs spreading over the 
whole space between them and the line of hills that lay beyond the Tiber. 
A long, misty wreath, just dense enough to catch a little of the moonshine, 
floated above the houses, midway towards the hilly line, and showed the 
course of the unseen river. Far away on the right, the moon gleamed on 
the dome of St. Peter’s as well as on many lesser and nearer domes. 

‘What a beautiful view of the city!” exclaimed Hilda; “and I never 
saw Rome from this point before.” 

“It ought to afford a good prospect,” said the sculptor; “for it was 
from this point — at least we are at liberty to think so, if we choose — that 
many a famous Roman caught his last glimpse of his native city, and of 
all other earthly things. This is one of the sides of the Tarpeian Rock. 
Look over the parapet, and see what a sheer tumble there might still be 
for a traitor, in spite of the thirty feet of soil that have accumulated at 
the foot of the precipice.” 

They all bent over, and saw that the cliff fell perpendicularly down- 
ward to about the depth, or rather more, at which the tall palace rose in 
height above their heads. Not that it was still the natural, shaggy front of 
the original precipice; for it appeared to be cased in ancient stone-work, 
through which the primeval rock showed its face here and there grimly 
and doubtfully. Mosses grew on the slight projections, and little shrubs 
sprouted out of the crevices, but could not much soften the stern aspect 
of the cliff. Brightly as the Italian moonlight fell a-down the height, it 
scarcely showed what portion of it was man’s work, and what was na- 
ture’s, but left it all in very much the same kind of ambiguity and half- 
knowledge in which antiquarians generally leave the identity of Roman 
remains. 

The roofs of some poor-looking houses, which had been built against 
the base and sides of the cliff, rose nearly midway to the top; but from 
an angle of the parapet there was a precipitous plunge straight downward 
into a stone-paved court. 

“I prefer this to any other site as having been veritably the Traitor’s 
Leap,” said Kenyon, “because it was so convenient to the Capitol. It was 
an admirable idea of those stern old fellows to fling their political crim- 
inals down from the very summit on which stood the Senate House and 
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Jove’s Temple, emblems of the institutions which they sought to violate 
It symbolizes how sudden was the fall in those days from the utmost 
height of ambition to its profoundest ruin.” 

^^Come, come; it is midnight,” cried another artist, ^^too late to be 
moralizing here. We are literally dreaming on the edge of a precipice. Let 
us go home.” 

'Tt is time, indeed,” said Hilda. 

The sculptor was not without hopes that he might be favored with the 
sweet charge of escorting Hilda to the foot of her tower. Accordingly, 
when the party prepared to turn back, he offered her his arm. Hilda at 
first accepted it; but when they had partly threaded the passage between 
the little court-yard and the Piazza del Campidoglio, she discovered that 
Miriam had remained behind. 

“I must go back,” said she, withdrawing her arm from Kenyon s; “but 
pray do not come with me. Several i imes this evening I have had a fancy 
that Miriam had something on her mind, some sorrow or perplexity, 
which, perhaps, it would relieve her to tell me about. No, no; do not turn 
back! Donatello will be a sufficient guardian for Miriam and me.” 

The sculptor was a good deal mor ified, and perhaps a little angry; but 
he knew Hilda’s mood of gentle de» ision and independence too well not 
to obey her. He therefore suffered the fearless maiden to return alone. 

Meanwhile Miriam had not noticed the departure of the rest of the 
company; she remained on the edge of the precipice and Donatello along 
with her. 

“It would be a fatal fall, still,” she said to herself, looking over the 
parapet, and shuddering as her eye measured the depth. “Yes; surely yes! 
Even without the weight of an overburdened heart, a human body would 
fall heavily enough upon those stones to shake all its joints asunder. 
How soon it would be over ! ” 

Donatello, of whose presence she was possibly not aware, now pressed 
closer to her side; and he, too, like Miriam, bent over the low parapet 
and trembled violently. Yet he seemed to feel that perilous fascination 
which haunts the brow of precipices, tempting the unwary one to fling 
himself over for the very horror of the thing, for, after drawing hastily 
back, he again looked down, thrusting himself out farther than before 
He then stood silent a brief space, struggling, perhaps, to make himself 
conscious of the historic associations of the scene. 

“What are you thinking of, Donatello?” asked Miriam. 

“Who are they,” said he, looking earnestly in her face, “who have been 
flung over here in days gone by?” 

“Men that cumbered the world,” she replied. “Men whose lives were 
the13ane of their fellow-creatures. Men who poisoned the air, which is the 
common breath of all, for their own selfish purposes. There was short 
W^ork with such men in ol4 keman times. Just in the moment of their tri- 
umph, a hand, as of an avenging giant, clutched them, and dashed the 
Wretches down this precipice.” 

“Was it well done?” asked the young man. 
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was well done,” answered Miriam; ^'innocent persons were saved 
by ffiraJStniction of a guilty one, who deserved his doom.” 

^While tiiis brief conversation passed, Donatello had once or twice 
glanced aside with a watchful air, just as a hound may often be seen to 
take sidelong note of some suspicious object, while he gives his more 
direct attention to something nearer at hand. Miriam seemed now firrt to 
become aware of the silence that had followed upon the cheerful talk and 
laughter of a few moments before. 

Looking round, she perceived that all her company of merry friends 
had retired, and Hilda, too, in whose soft and quiet presence she had 
always an indescribable feeling of security. All gone; and only herself 
and Donatello left hanging over the brow of the ominous precipice. 

Not so, however; not entirely alone! In the basement wall of the pal- 
ace, shaded from the moon, there was a deep, empty niche, that had 
probably once contained a statue; not empty, either; for a figure now 
came forth from it and approached Miriam. She must have had cause to 
dread some unspeakable evil from this strange persecutor, and to know 
that this was the very crisis of her calamity; for, as he drew near, such a 
cold, sick despair crept over her, that it impeded her breath, and be- 
numbed her natural promptitude of thought. Miriam seemed dreamily to 
remember falling on her knees; but, in her whole recollection of that 
wild moment, she beheld herself as in a dim show, and could not well dis- 
tinguish what was done and suffered; no, not even whether she were real- 
ly an actor and sufferer in the scene. 

Hilda, meanwhile, had separated herself from the sculptor, and turned 
back to rejoin her friend. At a distance, she still heard the mirth of her 
late companions, who were going down the cityward descent of the Cap- 
itoline Hill ; they had set up a new stave of melody, in which her own soft 
voice, as well as the powerful sweetness of Miriam^s, was sadly missed. 

The door of the little court-yard had swung upon its hinges, and partly 
closed itself. Hilda (whose native gentleness pervaded all her move- 
ments) was quietly opening it, when she was startled, midway, by the 
noise of a struggle within, beginning and ending all in one breathless in- 
stant. Along with it, or closely succeeding it, was a loud, fearful cry, 
which quivered upward through the air, and sank quivering downward to 
the earth. Then, a silence! Poor Hilda had looked into the court-yard, and 
^w the whole quick passagFo! a deed, which took but that little time to 
grave itself in the eternal adamant. 
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CHAPTER XIX 

The Faunas Transformation 

The door of the court-yard swung slowly, and closed itself of its own ac- 
cord. Miriam and Donatello were now alone there. She clasped her hands, 
and looked wildly at the >oung man, whose form seemed to have dilated, 
and whose eyes blazed with the fierce energy that had suddenly inspired 
him. It had kindled him into a man; it had developed within him an in- 
telligence which was nn native cha acteristic of the Donatello whom we 
have herefofbre khb^.”'Tut ffial sirnple and' joyous creature was gone 
forever. 

'~"**What have you done?^^ said Miriam, in a horror-stricken whisprer. 

The glow of rage was still lurid m Donatello’s face, and now flashed 
out again from his eyes. 

‘T did what ought to be done to a traitor! ” he replied. “I did what your 
eyes bade me do, when I asked them with mine, as I held the wretch over 
the precipice!” 

These last words struck Miriam like a bullet. Could it be so? Had her 
eyes provoked or assented to this deed? She had not known it. But, alas! 
looking back into the frenzy and turmoil of the scene just acted, she 
could not deny — ^she was not sure whether it might be so, or no — that a 
wild joy had flamed up in her heart, when she beheld her persecutor in 
his mortal peril. Was it horror? — or ecstasy? — or both in one? Be the 
emotion what it might, it had blazed up more madly, when Donatello 
flung his victim off the cliff, and more and more, while his shriek went 
quivering downward. With the dead thump upon the stones below, had 
come an unutterable horror. 

^‘And my eyes bade you do it ! ” repeated she. 

They both leaned over the parapet, and gazed downward as earnestly 
as if some inestimable treasure had fallen over, and were yet recoverable. 
On the pavement, below, was a dark mass, lying in a heap, with little or 
nothing human in its appearance, except that the hands were stretched 
out, as if they might have clutched, for a moment, at the small square 
stones. But there was no motion in them now. Miriam watched the heap 
of mortality while she could count a hundred, which she took pains to do. 
No stir ; not a finger moved ! 

“You have killed him, Donatello! He is quite dead!” said she. “Stone 
dead! Would I were so, tool ” 

“Did you not mean that he should die?” sternly asked Donatello, still 
in the glow of that intelligence which passion had developed in him. 
“There was short time to weigh the matter; but he had his trial in that 
breath or two while I held him over the cliff, and his sentence in that one 
glance, when your eyes responded to mine! Say that I have slain him 
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against your will, — say that he died without your whole consent, — and, 
in another breath, you shall see me lying beside him.’^ 

‘‘Oh, never!” cried Miriam. “My one, own friend! Never, never, 
"aever! ” 

She turned to him, — the guilty, blood-stained, lonely woman, — she 
turned to her fellow-criminal, the youth, so lately innocent, whom she 
had drawn into her doom. She pressed him close, close to her bosom, with 
a clinging embrace that brought their two hearts together, till the horror 
and agony of each was combined into one emotion, and that a kind of 
rapture. 

“Yes, Donatello, you speak the truth!” said she; “my heart consented 
to what you did. We two slew yonder wretch. The deed knots us to- 
^ether^ for time and eternity, like the coil of a serpent ! ” 

They threw one other glance at the heap of death below, to assure 
themselves that it was there; so like a dream was the whole thing. Then 
they turned from that fatal precipice, and came out of the court-yard, 
arm in arm, heart in heart. Instinctively, they were heedful not to sever 
themselves so much as a pace or two from one another, for fear of the ter- 
ror and deadly chill that would thenceforth wait for them in solitude. 
Their deed — the crime which Donatello wrought, and Miriam accepted 
on the instant — ^had wreathed itself, as she said, like a serpent, in inextric- 
able links about both their souls, and drew them into one, by its terrible 
c^ractile power. It was closer than a marriage-bond. So intimate, in 
those first moments, was the union, that it seemed as if their new sym- 
pathy annihilated all other ties, and that they were released from the 
•^chain of humanity; a new sphere, a special law, had been created for> 
^hem alone. The world could not come near them ; they were safe ! / 

When they reached the flight of steps leading downward from the Cap- 
itol, there was a far-off noise of singing and laughter. Swift, indeed, had 
been the rush of the crisis that was come and gone! This was still the 
merriment of the party that had so recently been their companions. They 
recognized the voices which, a little while ago, had accorded and sung in 
cadence with their own. But they were familiar voices no more; they 
sounded strangely, and, as it were, out of the depths of space ; so remote 
was all that p)ertained to the past life of these guilty ones, in the moral 
seclusion that had suddenly extended itself around them. But how close, 
and ever closer, did the breath of the immeasurable waste, that lay be- 
tween them and all brotherhood or sisterhood, now press them one within 
the other! 

“O friend ! ” cried Miriam, so putting her soul into the word that it took 
a heavy richness of meaning, and seemed never to have been spoken be- 
fore, — “O friend, are you conscious, as I am, of this companionship that 
^knits our heart-strings together?” 

“I feel it, Miriam,” said Donatello. “We draw one breath; we live one 
life!” 

“Only yesterday,” continued Miriam; “nay, only a short half-hour 
iigo, I shivered in an icy solitude. No friendship, no sisterhood, could 
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come near enough to keep the warmth within my heart. In an instant, all 
is changed ! There can be no nipre loneliness ! 

said Donatello. 

‘'None, my beautiful oneP’ responded Miriam, gazing in his face, 
which had taken a higher, almost an heroic aspect, from the strength of 
passion. “None, my innocent one! Surely, it is no crime that we have 
co mmitt ed. One_ wretched and worthless life has been sacrificed to cement 
two other lives for evermore.” 

“For evermore, Miriam!” said Donatello; “cemented with his blood!” 

The young man started at the word which he had himself spoken; it 
may be that it brought home, to the simplicity of his imagination, what 
he had not before dreamed of, — the ever-increasing loathsomeness of a 
union that consists in guilt. Cemented with blood, which would corrupt 
and grow more noisome forever and forever, but bind them none the less 
strictly for that. 

“Forget it! Cast it all behind yt u!” said Miriam, detecting, by her 
S3mipathy, the pang that was in his heart. “The deed has done its office, 
and has no existence any more.” 

They flung the past behind then , as she counselled, or else distilled 
from it a fiery intoxication, which sufficed to carry them triumphantly 
through t hose first moments of their doom. For, guilt has its moment of 
r^ture tp<^- The foremost result of a broken law is ever an ecstatic sense 
offreedom. And thus there exhaled upward (out of their dark sympathy, 
at the base of which lay a human corpse) a bliss, or an insanity, which 
the unhappy pair imagined to be well worth the sleepy innocence that 
was forever lost to them. 

As their spirits rose to the solemn madness of the occasion, they went 
onward, — not stealthily, not fearfully, — but with a stately gait and as- 
pect. Passion lent them (as it does to meaner shapes) its brief nobility of 
carriage. They trod through the streets of Rome, as if they, too, were 
among the majestic and guilty shadows, that, from ages long gone by, 
have haunted the blood-stained city. And, at Miriam’s suggestion, they 
turned aside, for the sake of treading loftily past the old site of Pompey’s 
Forum. 

“For there was a great deed done here!” she said, — “a deed of blood 
like ours! Who knows, but we may meet the high and ever-sad fraternity 
of Caesar’s murderers, and exchange a salutation?” 

“Are they our brethren, now?” asked Donatello. 

“Yes; all of them,” said Miriam; “and many another, whom the world 
little dreams of, has been made our brother or our sister, by what we have 
done within this hour ! ” 

And, at the thought, she shivered. Where, then, was the seclusion, the 
remoteness^ the strange, lonesome Paradise, into which she and her one 
companion had be^n transported by their crime? Was there, indeed, no 
such refuge, buruhly a crowded thoroughfare and jostling throng of 
criminals? And was it true, that whatever hand had a blood-stain on it, — 
or had poured out poison, — or strangled a babe at its birth, — or clutched 
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a grandsire’s throat, he sleeping, and robbed him of his few last breaths, 
— ^had now the right to offer itself in fellowship with their two hands? Too 
certainly, that right existed. It is a terrible thought, that an individual 
wmng:doing melts into the grd^mass of human crime, and makes us, — 
wao-dreamai only of our own little separate sin, — ^makes us guilty of the 
yhole. And thus Miriam and her lover were not an insulated pair, but 
plembers of an innumerable confraternity of guilty ones, all shuddering 
,at each other. 

*^But not now; not yet,” she murmured to herself. ^‘To-night, at least, 
there shall be no remorsel ” 

Wandering without a purpose, it so chanced that they turned into a 
street, at one extremity of which stood Hilda^s tower. There was a light in 
her high chamber; a light, too, at the Virgin’s shrine; and the glimmer of 
these two was the loftiest light beneath the stars. Miriam drew Dona- 
tello’s arm, to make him stop, and while they stood at some distance 
looking at Hilda’s window, they beheld her approach and throw it open* 
She leaned far forth, and extended her clasped hands towards the sky. 

“The good, pure, child 1 She is praying, Donatello,” said Miriam, with 
a kind of simple joy at witnessing the devoutness of her friend. Then her 
own sin rushed upon her, and she shouted, with the rich strength of her 
voice, “Pray for us, Hilda; we need it! ” 

Whether Hilda heard and recognized the voice we cannot tell. The 
window was immediately closed, and her form disappeared from behind 
Ae s nowy curtain. Miriam felt this to be a token that the cry of her con- 
iienSeJ^irit was shut out of heaven. 


CHAPTER XX 

The Burial Chant 

The Church of the Capuchins (where, as the reader may remember, some 
of our acquaintances had made an engagement to meet) stands a little 
aside from the Piazza Barberini. Thither, at the hour agreed upon, on 
the morning after the scenes last described, Miriam and Donatello direct- 
ed their steps. At no time are people so sedulously careful to keep their 
trifling appointments, attend to their ordinary occupations, and thus put 
a commonplace aspect on life, as when conscious of some secret that if 
suspected would make them look monstrous in the general eye. 

Yet how tame and wearisome is the impression of all ordinary things in 
the contrast with such a fact! How sick and tremulous, the next morn- 
ing, is the spirit that has dared so much only the night before! How icy 
cold is the heart, when the fervor, the wild ecstasy of passion, has faded 
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away, and sunk down among the dead ashes of the fire that blazed so 
fiercely, and was fed by the ver}’* substance of its life! How faintly ooert 
the criminal stagger onward, lacking the impulse of that strong madness 
that hurried him into guilt, and treacherously deserts him in the midst of 
it! 

When Miriam and Donatello drew near the church, they found only 
Kenyon awaiting them on the steps. Hilda had likewise promised to be of 
the party, but had not yet appeared. Meeting the sculptor, Miriam put a 
force upon herself and succeeded in creating an Artificial flow of spirits, 
wEicIi,‘'ib any but the nicest observation, was quite as effective as a nat- 
ural ^pne. She spoke sympathizingly to the sculptor on the subject of 
Hilda’s absence, and somewhat annoyed him by alluding in Donatello’s 
hearing to an attachment which had never been openly avowed, though 
perhaps plainly enough betrayed. He fancied that Miriam did not quite 
recognize the limits of the strictest delicacy; he even went so far as to 
generalize, and conclude within himself, that this deficiency is a more 
general failing in woman than in man, the highest refinement being a 
masculine attribute. 

But the idea was unjust to the sex at large, and especially so to this poor 
Miriam, who was hardly responsible for her frantic efforts to be gay. 
Possibly, moreover, the nice action of the mind is set ajar by any violent 
shock, as of great misfortune or great crime, so that the finer perceptions 
may be blurred thenceforth, and the effect be traceable in all the minut- 
est conduct of life. 

^^Did you see anything of the dear child after you left us?” asked Mir- 
iam, still keeping Hilda as her topic of conversation. “I missed her sadly 
on my way homeward ; for nothing insures me such delightful and inno- 
cent dreams (I have experienced it twenty times) as a talk late in the 
evening with Hilda.” 

‘^So I should imagine,” said the sculptor, gravely; “but it is an advan- 
tage that I have little or no opportunity of enjoying. I know not what 
became of Hilda after my parting from you. She was not especially my 
companion in any part of our walk. The last I saw of her she was hasten- 
ing back to rejoin you in the court-yard of the Palazzo Caffarelli.” 

“Impossible!” cried Miriam, starting. 

“Then did you not see her again?” inquired Kenyon, in some alarm. 

“Not there,” answered Miriam, quietly; “indeed, I followed pretty 
closely on the heels of the rest of the party. But do not be alarmed on 
Hilda’s account; the Virgin is bound to watch over the good child, for 
the sake of the piety with which she keeps the lamp alighi at her shrine. 
And, besides, I have always felt that Hilda is just as safe in these evil 
streets of Rome as her white doves when they fly downwards from the 
tower- top, and run to and fro among the horses’ feet. There is certainly a 
providence on purpose for Hilda, if for no other human creature.” 

“I religiously believe it,” rejoined the sculptor; “and yet my mind 
would be the easier, if I knew that she had returned safely to her tower.” 

“Then make yourself quite easy,” answered IMiriam. “I saw her (and 
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it is the last sweet sight that I remember) leaning from her window mid- 
way between earth and sky ! ” 

Kenyon now looked at Donatello. 

'‘You seem out of spirits, my dear friend,^’ he observed. “This languid 
Roman atmosphere is not the airy wine that you were accustomed to 
breathe at home. I have not forgotten your hospitable invitation to meet 
you this summer at your castle among the Apennines. It is my fixed pur- 
pose to come, I assure you. We shall both be the better for some deep 
draughts of the mountain-breezes.’’ 

“It may be,” said Donatello, with unwonted sombreness; “the old 
house seemed joyous when I was a child. But as I remember it now it was 
a grim place, too.” 

The sculptor looked more attentively at the young man, and was sur- 
prised and alarmed to observe how entirely the fine, fresh glow of animal 
spirits had departed out of his face. Hitherto, moreover, even while he 
was standing perfectly still, there had been a kind of possible gambol in- 
dicated in his aspect. It was quite gone now. All his youthful gayety, and 
with it his simplicity of manner, was eclipsed, if not utterly extinct. 

“You are surely ill, my dear fellow,” exclaimed Kenyon. 

“Am I? Perhaps so,” said Donatello indifferently; “I never have been 
ill, and know not what it may be.” 

“Do not make the poor lad fancy-sick,” whispered Miriam, pulling the 
sculptor’s sleeve. “He is of a nature to lie down and die at once, if he 
finds himself drawing such melancholy breaths as we ordinary people 
are enforced to burden our lungs withal. But we must get him away from 
this old, dreamy, and dreary Rome, where nobody but himself ever 
thought of being gay. Its influences are too heavy to sustain the life of 
such a creature.” 

The above conversation had passed chiefly on the steps of the Cappuc- 
cini; and, having said so much, Miriam lifted the leathern curtain that 
hangs before all church-doors in Italy. 

“Hilda has forgotten her appointment,” she observed, “or else her 
maiden slumbers are very sound this morning. We will w^ait for her nc 
longer.” 

They entered the nave. The interior of the church was of moderate 
compass, but of good architecture, with a vaulted roof over the nave, and 
a row of dusky chapels on either side of it instead of the customary side- 
aisles. Each chapel had its saintly shrine, hung round with offerings; its 
picture above the altar, although closely veiled, if by any painter of re- 
nown ; and its hallowed tapers, burning continually, to set alight the de- 
votion of the worshippers. The pavement of the nave was chiefly of mar- 
ble, and looked old and broken, and was shabbily patched here and there 
with tiles of brick; it was inlaid, moreover, with tombstones of the 
mediaeval taste, on which were quaintly sculptured borders, figures, and 
portraits in bas-relief, and Latin epitaphs, now grown illegible by the 
tread of footsteps over them. The church appertains to a convent of Ca- 
puchin monks; and. as usually happens when a reverend brotherhood 
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have such an edifice in charge, the floor seemed never to have been 
scrubbed or swept, and had as little the aspect of sanctity as a kennel; 
whereas, in all churches of nunneries, the maiden sisterhood invariably 
show the purity of their own hearts by the virgin cleanliness and visible 
consecration of the walls and pavement. 

As our friends entered the church, their eyes rested at once on a re- 
markable object in the centre of the nave. It was either the actual body, 
or, as might rather have been supposed at first glance, the cunningly 
wrought waxen face and suitably draped figure of a dead monk. This im- 
age of wax or clay-cold reality, whichever it might be, lay on a slightly 
elevated bier, with three tall candles burning on each side, another tall 
candle at the head, and another at the foot. There was music, too, in har- 
mony with so funereal a spectacle. From beneath the pavement of the 
church came the deep, lugubrious st ain of a Dc Projundis, which sound- 
ed like an utterance of the tomb itself; so dismally did it rumble through 
the burial vaults, and ooze up among the flat gravestones and sad epi- 
taphs, filling the church as with a glo 3my mist. 

‘T must look more closely at that dead monk before we leave the 
church,” remarked the sculptor. the study of my art, I have gained 
many a hint from the dead, which the living could never have given me.” 

can well imagine it,” answered Miriam. *^One clay image is readily 
copied from another. But let us first see Guido’s picture. The light is 
favorable now.” 

Accordingly, they turned into the first chapel on the right hand, as you 
enter the nave; and there they beheld, — not the picture, indeed, — but a 
closely drawn curtain. The churchmen of Italy make no scruple of sacri- 
ficing the very purpose for which a work of sacred art has been created; 
that of opening the way for religious sentiment through the quick me- 
dium of sight, by bringing angels, saints, and martyrs down visibly upon 
earth; of sacrificing this high purpose, and, for aught they know, the wel- 
fare of many souls along with it, to the hope of a paltry fee. Every work 
hy an artist of celebrity is hidden behind a veil, and seldom revealed, ex- 
cept to Protestants, who scorn it as an object of devotion, and value it 
only for its artistic merit. 

The sacristan was quickly found, however, and lost no time in disclos- 
ing the youthful^rchangel, setting his divine foot on the head of his fal- 
len adversary. It was an image of that greatest of future events, which we 
hSpe for so ardently, — at least, while we are young, — but find so very 
longin coming, — the triumph of goodness over the evil principle. 

^^^ere can Hilda be?” exclaimed Kenyon. “It is not her custom ever 
to fail in an engagement ; and the present one was made entirely on her 
account. Except herself, you know, we were all agreed in our recollection 
of the picture.” 

“But we were wrong, and Hilda right, as you perceive,” said Miriam, 
directing his attention to the point on which their dispute of the night be- 
fore had arisen. “It is not easy to detect her astray as regards any picture 
on which those clear, soft eyes of hers have ever rested.” 
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‘‘And she has studied and admired few pictures so much as this/’ ob- 
served the sculptor. “No wonder; for there is hardly another so beautiful 
in the world. \^at an expression of heavenly severity in the Archangel’s 
face! There is a degree of pain, trouble, and disgust at being brought in 
c^Tact with sin, even for the purpose of quelling and punishing it; and 
yet a celestial tranquillity pervades his whole being.” 

‘ “I have never been able,” said Miriam, “to admire this picture nearly 
so much as Hilda does, in its moral and intellectual aspect. If it cost her 
more trouble to be good, if her soul were less white and pure, she would be 
a more competent critic of this picture, and would estimate it not half so 
high. I see its defects to-day more clearly than ever before.” 

* “What are some of them ?” asked Kenyon. 

“That Archangel, now,” Miriam continued; “how fair he looks, with 
his unruffled wings, with his unhacked sword, and clad in his bright ar- 
mor, and that exquisitely fitting sky-blue tunic, cut in the latest Paradis- 
iacal model What a dainty air of the first celestial society! With what 
half-scornful delicacy he sets his prettily sandalled foot on the head of 
his prostrate foe! But, is it thus that virtue looks the moment after its 
death-struggle with evil? No, no; I could have told Guido better. A full 
third of the Archangel’s feathers should have been torn from his wings ; 
the rest all rufiled, till they looked like Satan’s own! His sword should be 
streaming with blood, and perhaps broken half-way to the hilt; his armor 
crushed, his robes rent, his breast gory; a bleeding gash on his brow, cut- 
ting right across the stern scowl of battle! He should press his foot hard 
down upon the old serpent, as if his very soul depended upon it, feeling 
him squirm mightily, and doubting whether the fight were half over yet, 
and how the victory might turn ! And, with all this fierceness, this grim- 
ness, this unutterable horror, there should still be something high, tender, 
and holy in Michael’s eyes, and around his mouth. But the battle never 
was such child’s play as Guido’s dapper Archangel seems to have found 
it.” 

“For Heaven’s sake, Miriam,” cried Kenyon, astonished at the wild 
energy of her talk; “paint the picture of man’s struggle against sin ac- 
cording to your own idea! I think it will be a masterpiece.” 

^**The picture would have its share of truth, I assure you,” she an- 
swered; “but I am sadly afraid the victory would fall on the wrong side. 
Just fancy a smoke-blackened, fiery-eyed demon, bestriding that nice 
young angel, clutching his white throat with one of his hinder claws; and 
giving a triumphant whisk of his scaly tail, with a poisonous dart at the 
end of it! That is what they risk, poor souls, who do battle with Michael’s 
enemy.” 

It now, perhaps, struck Miriam that her mental disquietude was im- 
pelling her to an undue vivacity; for she paused, and turned away from 
the picture, without saying a word more about it. All this while, more- 
over, Donatello had been very ill at ease, casting awe-stricken and inquir- 
ing glances at the dead moii; as if he could look nowhere but at that 
ghastly object, merely because it shocked him. Death has probably a pe- 
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culiar horror and ugliness, when forced upon the contemplation of a per- 
son so naturally joyous as Donatello, who lived with completeness in the 
present moment, and was able to form but vague images of the future. 

“What is the matter, Donatello?^’ whispered Miriam, soothingly. “You 
are quite in a tremble, my poor friend! What is it?’' 

“This awful chant from beneath the church,” answered Donatello; “it 
oppresses me; the air is so heavy with it that I can scarcely draw my 
breath. And yonder dead monk! I feel as if he were lying right across m} 
heart.” 

“Take courage!” whispered she again; “come, we will approach close 
to the dead monk. The only way, in such cases, is to stare the ugly horror 
right in the face; never a sidelong glance, nor half-look, for those are 
what show a frightful thing in its f ightfullest aspect. Lean on me, dear- 
est friend! My heart is very strong, for both of us. Be brave; and all h 
well.” 

Donatello hung back for a momeot, but then pressed close to Miriam’5 
side, and suffered her to lead him vp to the bier. The sculptor followed. 
A number of persons, chiefly women, with several children among them, 
were standing about the corpse; and as our three friends drew nigh, a 
mother knelt down, and caused her little boy to kneel, both kissing the 
beads and crucifix that hung from the monk’s girdle. Possibly he had died 
in the odor of sanctity; or, at all events, death and his brown frock and 
cowl made a sacred image of this reverend father. 


CHAPTER XXI 

The Dead Capuchin 

The dead monk was clad, as when alive, in the brown woollen frock of 
the Capuchins, with the hood drawn over his head, but so as to leave the 
features and a portion of the beard uncovered. His rosary and cross hung 
at his side; his hands were folded over his breast; his feet (he was of a 
barefooted order in his lifetime, and continued so \n death) protruded 
from beneath his habit, stiff and stark, with a more waxen look than even 
his face. They were tied together at the ankles with a black ribbon. 

The countenance, as we have already said, was fully displayed. It had 
a purplish hue upon it, unlike the paleness of an ordinary corpse, but as 
little resembling the flush of natural life. The eyelids were but partially 
drawn down, and showed the eyeballs beneath; as if the deceased friar 
were stealing a glimpse at the by-standers, to watch whether they were 
duly impressed with the solemnity of his obsequies. The shaggy eyebrows 
gave sternness to the look. 
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Miriam passed between two of the lighted candles, and stood close be- 
side the bier. 

God! ” murmured she. ‘‘What is this?^^ 

She grasped Donatello’s hand, and, at the same instant, felt him give a 
convulsive shudder, which she knew to have been caused by a sudden and 
terrible throb of the heart. His hand, by an instantaneous change, became 
like ice within hers, which likewise grew so icy, that their insensible fin- 
gers might have rattled, one against the other. No wonder that their 
blood curdled; no wonder that their hearts leaped and paused! The dead 
face of the monk, gazing at them beneath its half-closed eyelids, was the 
same visage that had glared upon their naked souls, the past midnight, as 
Donatello flung him over the precipice. 

The sculptor was standing at the foot of the bier, and had not yet seen 
the monk’s features. 

“Those naked feet!” said he. “I know not why, but they affect me 
strangely. They have walked to and fro over the hard pavements of 
Rome, and through a hundred other rough ways of this life, where the 
monk went begging for his brotherhood; along the cloisters and dreary 
corridors of his convent, too, from his youth upward! It is a suggestive 
idea, to track those worn feet backward through all the paths they have 
trodden, ever since they were the tender and rosy little feet of a baby, and 
(cold as they now are) were kept warm in his mother’s hand.” 

As his companions, whom the sculptor supposed to be close by him, 
made no response to his fanciful musing, he looked up, and saw them at 
the head of the bier. He advanced thither himself. 

“Ha! ” exclaimed he. 

He cast a horror-stricken and bewildered glance at Miriam, but with- 
drew it immediately. Not that he had any definite suspicion, or, it ma> 
be, even a remote idea, that she could be held responsible, in the least de- 
gree, for this man’s sudden death. In truth, it seemed too wild a thought 
to connect, in reality, Miriam’s persecutor of many past months and the 
vagabond of the preceding night, with the dead Capuchin of to-day. It re- 
sembled one of those unaccountable changes and interminglings of iden- 
Uty, which so often occur among the personages of a dream. But Kenyon, 
as befitted the professor of an imaginative art, was endowed with an ex- 
ceedingly quick sensibility, which was apt to give him intimations of the 
true state of matters that lay beyond his actual vision. There was a whis- 
per in his ear; it said, “Hush!” Without asking himself wherefore, he re- 
solved to be silent as regarded the mysterious discovery which he had 
made, and to leave any remark or exclamation to be voluntarily offered 
by Miriam. If she never spoke, then let the riddle be unsolved. 

And now occurred a circumstance that would seem too fantastic to be 
told, if it had not actually happened, precisely as we set it down. As the 
three friends stood by the bier, they saw that a little stream of blood had 
begun to ooze from ^e dead monk’s nostrils; it crept slowly towards the 
thicket of his beard, where, in the course of a moment or two, it hid itself. 

“How strange!” ejaculated Kenyon. “The monk died of apoplexy, I 
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suppose, or by some sudden accident, and the blood has not yet con- 
gealed.” 

“Do you consider that a sufficient explanation?” asked Miriam, with a 
smile from which the sculptor involuntarily turned away his eyes. “Does 
it satisfy you?” 

“And why not?” he inquired. 

“Of course, you know the old superstition about this phenomenon of 
blood flowing from a dead body,” she rejoined. “How can we tell but that 
the murderer of this monk (or, possibly, it may be only that privileged 
murderer, his physician) may have iust entered the church?” 

“I cannot jest about it,” said Kei yon. “It is an ugly sight!” 

“True, true; horrible to see, or dream of!” she replied, with one of 
those long, tremulous sighs, which so often betray a sick heart bv escape 
ing unexpectedly. “We will not look at it any more. Come away, Dona^ 
tello. Let us escape from this dismal church. The sunshine will do you 
good.” 

When had ever a woman such a t dal to sustain as this ! By no possible 
supposition could Miriam explain the identity of the dead Capuchin, 
quietly and decorously laid out in he nave of his convent church, with 
that of her murdered persecutor, flung heedlessly at the foot of the preci- 
pice. The effect upon her imagination was as if a strange and unknown 
corpse had miraculously, while she was gazing at it, assumed the likeness 
of that face, so terrible henceforth in her remembrance. It was a symbol, 
perhaps, of the deadly iteration with which she was doomed to behold the 
image of her crime reflected back upon her in a thousand ways, and con- 
verting the great, calm face of Nature, in the whole, and in its innumer- 
abUTdetails, into a manifold reminiscence of that one dead visage. 

No sooner had Miriam turned away from the bier, and gone a few 
steps, than she fancied the likeness altogether an illusion, which would 
vanish at a closer and colder view. She must look at it again, therefore, 
and at once; or else the grave would close over the face, and leave the 
awful fantasy that had connected itself therewith fixed ineffaceably in her 
brain. 

“Wait for me, one moment!” she said to her companions. “Only a 
moment!” 

So she went back, and gazed once more at the corpse. Yes; these were 
the features that Miriam had known so well; this was the visage that she 
remembered from a far longer date than the most intimate of her friends 
suspected ; this form of clay had held the evil spirit w^hich blasted her 
sweet youth, and compelled her, as it were, to stain her womanhood wdth 
crtmeJBui,^whether it wer^ the^ majesty of d^ath, or something originally 
noble and lofty in the character of the dead, which the soul had stamped 
upon the features, as it left them; so it was that Miriam now quailed and 
shook, not for the vulgar horror of the spectacle, but for the severe, re- 
proachful glance that seemed to come from between those half-closed lids. 
True, there had been nothing, in his lifetime, viler than this man. She 
knew it; there was no other fact within her consciousness that she felt to 
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be so certain; and yet, because her persecutor found himself safe and 
irrefutable in death, he frowned upon his victim, and threw back the 
blame on her! 

^^Is it thou, indeed?’^ she murmured, under her breath. ^Then thou 
hast no right to scowl upon me so! But art thou real, or a vision?^’ 

She bent down over the dead monk, till one of her rich curls brushed 
against his forehead. She touched one of his folded hands with her finger. 

^^It is he,’’ said Miriam. ^^There is the scar, that I know so well, on his 
brow. And it is no vision; he is palpable to my touch! I will question the 
fact no longer, but deal with it as I best can.” 

was wonderful to see how the crisis developed in Miriam its own 
and the faculty of sustaining the demands which it made 
upon hir fortitude. She ceased to tremble; the beautiful woman gazed 
sternly at her dead enemy, endeavoring to meet and quell the look of ac- 
cusation that he threw from between his half-closed eyelids. 

'‘No; thou shalt not scowl me down!” said she. “Neither now, nor 
when we stand together at the judgment-seat. I fear not to meet thee 
there. Farewell, till that next encounter! ” 

Haughtily waving her hand, Miriam rejoined her friends, who were 
awaiting her at the door of the church. As they went out, the sacristan 
stopped them, and proposed to show the cemetery of the convent, where 
the deceased members of the fraternity are laid to rest in sacred earth, 
brought long ago from Jerusalem. 

“And will yonder monk be buried there?” she asked. 

“Brother Antonio?” exclaimed the sacristan. “Surely, our good brother 
will be put to bed there! His grave is already dug, and the last occupant 
has made room for him. Will you look at it, signorina?” 

“I will! ” said Miriam. 

“Then excuse me,” observed Kenyon; “for I shall leave you. One dead 
monk has more than sufficed me ; and I am not bold enough to face the 
whole mortality of the convent.” 

It was easy to see, by Donatello’s looks, that he, as well as the sculp- 
tor, would gladly have escaped a visit to the famous cemetery of the Cap- 
puccini. But Miriam’s nerves were strained to such a pitch, that she an- 
ticipated a certain solace and absolute relief in passing from one ghastly 
spectacle to another of long-accumulated ugliness; and there was, be- 
sides, a singular sense of duty which impelled her to look at the final 
resting-place of the being whose fate had been so disastrously involved 
with her own. She therefore followed the sacristan’s guidance, and drew 
her companion along with her, whispering encouragement as they went. 

The cemetery is beneath the church, but entirely above ground, and 
lighted by a row of iron-grated windows without glass. A corridor runs 
along beside these windows, and gives access to three or four vaulted re- 
cesses, or chapels, of considerable breadth and height, the floor of which 
consists of the consecrated earth of Jerusalem. It is smoothed decorously 
over the deceased brethren of the convent, and is kept quite free from 
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grass or weeds, such as would grow even in these gloomy recesses, if pains 
were not bestowed to root them up. But, as the cemetery is small, and it 
is a precious privilege to sleep in holy ground, the brotherhood are im- 
memorially accustomed, when one of their number dies, to take the long- 
est-buried skeleton out of the oldest grave, and lay the new slumberer 
there instead. Thus, each of the good friars, in his turn, enjoys the luxury 
of a consecrated bed, attended with the slight drawback of being forced 
to get up long before daybreak, as it were, and make room for another 
lodger. 

The arrangement of the unearthed skeletons is what makes the special 
interest of the cemetery. The arched and vaulted walls of the burial re- 
cesses are supported by massive pdlars and pilasters made of thigh-bones 
and skulls; the whole material of he structure appears to be of a similar 
kind ; and the knobs and embosser ornaments of this strange architecture 
are represented by the joints of tl^e spine, and the more delicate tracery 
by the smaller bones of the humai frame. The summits of the arches are 
adorned with entire skeletons, lool ing as if they were wrought most skil- 
fully in bas-relief. There is no possibility of describing how ugly and 
grotesque is the effect, combined with a certain artistic merit, nor how 
much perverted ingenuity has been shown in this queer way, nor what a 
multitude of dead monks, through how many hundred years, must have 
contributed their bony framework to build up these great arches of mor- 
tality. On some of the skulls there are inscriptions, purporting that such 
a monk, who formerly made use of that particular headpiece, died on such 
a day and year; but vastly the greater number are piled up indistinguish- 
ably into the architectural design, like the many deaths that make up the 
one glory of a victory. 

In the side walls of the vaults are niches where skeleton monks sit or 
stand, clad in the brown habits that they wore in life, and labelled with 
their names and the dates of their decease. Their skulls (some quite bare, 
and others still covered with yellow skin, and hair that has known the 
earth-damps) look out from beneath their hoods, grinning hideously re- 
pulsive. One reverend father has his mouth wide open, as if he had died in 
the midst of a howl of terror and remorse, which perhaps is even now 
screeching through eternity. As a general thing, however, these frocked 
and hooded skeletons seem to take a more cheerful view of their position, 
and try with ghastly smiles to turn it into a jest. But the cemetery of the 
Capuchins is no place to nourish celestial hopes: the soul sinks forlorn 
and wretched under all this burden of dusty death; the holy earth from 
Jerusalem, so imbued is it with mortality, has grown as barren of the 
flowers of Paradise as it is of earthly weeds and grass, ThankJieaven for 
i^_WufL§l^;.it4i«e^^ long^ upwaid gaze to give us back our faith. Not 
here can we feel qurselyes inmxcwrtal, .where the very altars in these chap- 
els of horrible consecration are he^ of human bones. 

Yettetxfihgwethe^cemetery the praise thafit deserves. There is no dis- 
agreeable scent, such as might have been expected from the decay of so 
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many holy persons, in whatever odor of sanctity they may have taken 
their departure. The same number of living monks would not smell half 
so unexceptionably. 

Miriam went gloomily along the corridor, from one vaulted Golgotha 
to another, until in the farthest recess she beheld an open grave. 

‘Ts that for him who lies yonder in the nave?” she asked. 

“Yes, signorina, this is to be the resting-place of Brother Antonio, who 
came to his death last night,” answered the sacristan; “and in yonder 
niche, you see, sits a brother who was buried thirty years ago, and has 
risen to give him place.” 

“It is not a satisfactory idea,” observed Miriam, “that you poor friars 
cannot call even your graves permanently your own. You must lie down 
in them, methinks, with a nervous anticipation of being disturbed, like 
weary men who know that they shall be summoned out of bed at mid- 
night. Is it not possible (if money were to be paid for the privilege) to 
leave Brother Antonio — if that be his name — in the occupancy of that 
narrow grave till the last trumpet sounds?” 

“By no means, signorina; neither is it needful or desirable,” answered 
the sacristan. “A quarter of a century’s sleep in the sweet earth of Jeru- 
salem is better than a thousand years in any other soil. Our brethren find 
good rest there. No ghost was ever known to steal out of this blessed 
cemetery. 

“That is well,” responded Miriam; “may he whom you now lay to 
sleep prove no exception to the rule ! ” 

As they left the cemetery she put money into the sacristan’s hand to an 
amount that made his eyes open wide and glisten, and requested that it 
might be expended in masses for the repose of Father Antonio’s soul. 


CHAPTER XXII 

The Medici Gardens 

“Donatello,” said Miriam, anxiously, as they came through the Piazza 
Barberini, “what can I do for you, my beloved friend? You are shaking as 
with the cold fit of the Roman fever.” 

“Yes,” said Donatello; “my heart shivers.” 

As soon as she could collect her thoughts, Miriam led the young man 
to the gardens of the Villa Medici, hoping that the quiet shade and sun- 
shine of that delightful retreat would a little revive his spirits. The 
groimds are there laid out in the old fashion of straight paths, with bor- 
ders of box, which form hedges of great height and density, and are shorn 
and trimmed to the evenness of a wall of stone, at the top and sides. There 
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are green alleys, with long vistas overshadowed by ilex-trees; and at each 
intersection of the paths, the visitor finds seats of lichen-covered stone to 
repose upon, and marble statues that look forlornly at him, regretful of 
their lost noses. In the more open portions of the garden, before the sculp- 
tured front of the villa, you see fountains and flower-beds, and, in their 
season, a profusion of roses, from which the genial sun of Italy distils a 
fragrance, to be scattered abroad by the no less genial breeze. 

But Donatello drew no delight from these things. He walked onward in 
silent apathy, and looked at Miriam with strangely half-awakened and 
bewildered eyes, when she sought to bring his mind into sympathy with 
hers, and so relieve his heart of the burden that lay lumpishly upon it. 

She made h^m sit down on a stone bench, where two embowered alleys 
crossed each other; so that they c mid discern the approach of any casual 
intruder a long way down the path . 

‘‘My sweet friend,” she said, ta^dng one of his passive hands in both of 
hers, “what can I say to comfort y m?” 

“Nothing! ” replied Donatello, vith sombre reserve. “Nothing will ever 
comfort me.” 

“I accept my own misery,” coni inued Miriam, “my own guilt, if guilt it 
be; and, whether guilt or misery I shall know how to deal with it. But 
you, dearest friend, that were the rarest creature in all this world, and 
seemed a being to whom sorrow could not cling, — you, w^hom I half fan- 
cied to belong to a race that had ^^anished forever, you only surviving, to 
show mankind how genial and how joyous life used to be, in some long- 
gone age, — what had you to do with grief or crime?” 

“They came to me as to other men,” said Donatello, broodingly. 
“Doubtless I was born to them.” 

“No, no; they came with me,” replied Miriam. “Mine is the responsi- 
bility! Alas! wherefore was I bom? Why did we ever meet? Why did I 
not drive you from me, knowing, — for my heart foreboded it — that the 
cloud in which I walked would likewise envelop you ! ” 

Donatello stirred uneasily, with the irritable impatience that is often 
combined with a mood of leaden despondency. A browm lizard with two 
tails — a monster often engendered by the Roman sunshine — ran across 
his foot, and made him start. Then he sat silent awhile, and so did Mir- 
iam, trying to dissolve her whole heart into sympathy, and lavish it all 
upon him, were it only for a moment’s cordial. 

The young man lifted his hand to his breast, and, unintentionally, as 
Miriam’s hand was within his, he lifted that along with it. 

“I have a great weight here ! ” said he. 

The fancy struck Miriam (but she drove it resolutely down) that Don- 
atello almost imperceptibly shuddered, while, in pressing his own hand 
against his heart, he pressed hers there too. 

“Rest your heart on me, dearest one!” she resumed. “Let me bear all 
its weight; I am well able to bear it; for I am a woman, and I love you! I 
love you, Donatello! Is there no comfort for you in this avowal? Look at 
me! Heretofore, you have found me pleasant to your sight. Gaze into my 
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^yesl Gaze into my soul! Search as deeply as you may, you can never see 
half the tenderness and devotion that I henceforth cherish for you. All 
that I ask is your acceptance of the utter self-sacrifice (but it shall be no 
sacrifice, to my great love) with which I seek to remedy the evil you have 
Incurred for my sake! ” 

All this fervor on Miriam^s part; on Donatello’s, a heavy silence. 

^^Oh, speak to me! ” she exclaimed. “Only promise me to be, by and by, 
a little happy!” 

“Happy?” murmured Donatello. “Ah, never again; never again! ” 

“Never? Ah, that is a terrible word to say to me!” answered Miriam. 
“A terrible word to let fall upon a woman’s heart, when she loves you, and 
is conscious of having caused your misery! If you love me, Donatello, 
speak it not again. And surely you did love me?” 

“I did,” replied Donatello, gloomily and absently. 

Miriam released the young man’s hand, but suffered one of her own to 
lie close to his, and waited a moment to see whether he would make any 
effort to retain it. There was much depending upon that simple experi- 
ment. 

With a deep sigh — as when, sometimes, a slumberer turns over in a 
troubled dream — Donatello changed his position, and clasped both his 
hands over his forehead. The genial warmth of a Roman April kindling 
into May was in the atmosphere around them ; but when Miriam saw that 
involuntary movement and heard that sigh of relief (for so she interpret- 
ed it), a shiver ran through her frame, as if the iciest wind of the Apen- 
nines were blowing over her. 

“He has done himself a greater wrong than I dreamed of,” thought she, 
with unutterable compassion. “Alas! it was a sad mistake! He might have 
had a kind of bliss in the consequences of this deed, had he been impelled 
to it by a love vital enough to survive the frenzy of that terrible moment, 
— mighty enough to make its own law, and justify itself against the nat- 
ural remorse. But to have perpetrated a dreadful murder (and such was 
his crime, unless love, annihilating moral distinctions, made it other- 
wise) on no better warrant than a boy’s idle fantasy! I pity him from the 
^ very depths of my soul! As for myself, I am past my own or other’s pity.” 

She arose from the young man’s side, and stood before him with a sad, 
conuniserating aspect; it was the look of a ruined soul, bewailing, in him, 
a grief less than what her profounder sympathies imposed upon herself. 

“Donatello, we must part,” she said, with melancholy firmness. “Yes; 
leave me! Go back to your old tower, which overlooks the green valley 
you have told me of among the Apennines. Then, all that has passed will 
be recognized as but an ugly dream. For, in dreams, the conscience sleeps, 
and we often stain ourselves with guilt of which we should be incapable in 
our waking moments. The deed you seemed to do, last night, was no more 
than such a dream ; there was as little substance in what you fancied your- 
self doing. Go; and forget it all! ” 

“Ah, that terrible face!” said Donatello, pressing his hands over his 
eyes. “Do you call that unrea^^” 
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“Yes; for you beheld it with dreaming eyes/’ replied Miriam. “It was 
unreal ; and, that you may feel it so, it is requisite that you see this face of 
mine no more. Once, you may have thought it beautiful; now, it has lost 
its charm. Yet it would still retain a miserable potency to bring back the 
past illusion, and, in its train, the remorse and anguish that would dark- 
en all your life. Leave me, therefore, and forget me.” 

“Forget you, Miriam 1” said Donatello, roused somewhat from his 
apathy of despair. ‘'If I could remember you, and behold you, apart from 
that frightful visage which stares at me over your shoulder, that were a 
consolation, at least, if not a joy.” 

“But since that visage haunts you along with mine,” rejoined Miriam, 
glancing behind her, “we needs must part. Farewell, then! But if ever — 
in distress, peril, shame, poverty, or whatever anguish is most poignant, 
whatever burden heaviest — you sliould require a life to be given wholly, 
only to make your own a little easier, then summon me! As the case now 
stands between us, you have bougat me dear, and find me of little worth. 
Fling me away, therefore! May you never need me more! But, if other- 
wise, a wish — almost an unutterec wish — will bring me to you! ’ 

She stood a moment, expecting i reply. But Donatello’s eyes had again 
fallen on the ground, and he had not, in his bewildered mind and over- 
burdened heart, a word to respond 

“That hour I speak of may never come,” said Miriam. “So farewell,-—^ 
farewell forever.” 

“Farewell,” said Donatello. 

His voice hardly made its way through the environment of unaccus- 
tomed thoughts and emotions which had settled over him like a dense and 
dark cloud. Not improbably, he beheld Miriam through so dim a medium 
that she looked visionary; heard her speak only in a thin, faint echo. 

She turned from the young man, and, much as her heart yearned to- 
wards him, she would not profane that heavy parting by an embrace, or 
even a pressure of the hand.^o soon after the semblance of such mighty 
love, and after it had been the impulse to so terrible a deed, they parted, 
in all outward show, as coldly as people part whose whole mutual inter- 
coursFRa^eeri encircled within a single hour. 

"'“''An3T)onatello, when Miriam had departed, stretched himself at full 
length on the stone bench, and drew his hat over his eyes, as the idle and 
light-hearted youths of dreamy Italy are accustomed to do, when they lie 
down in the first convenient shade, and snatch a noonday slumber. A stu- 
por was upon him, which he mistook for such drowsiness as he had known 
in his innocent past life. But, by and by, he raised himself slowly and left 
the garden. Sometimes poor Donatello started, as if he heard a shriek; 
sometimes he shrank back, as if a face, fearful to behold, were thrust close 
to his own. In this dismal mood, bewildered with the novelty of sin and 
grief, he had little left of that singular resemblance, on account of which, 
and for their sport, his three friends had fantastically recognized him as 
the veritable Faun of Praxiteles. 
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CHAPTER XXIII 

Miriam and Hilda 

On leaving the Medici Gardens Miriam felt herself astray in the world; 
and having no special reason to seek one place more than another, she suf* 
fered chance to direct her steps as it would. Thus it happened, that, in- 
volving herself in the crookedness of Rome, she saw Hilda’s tower rising 
before her, and was put in mind to climb to the young girl’s eyry, and ask 
why she had broken her engagement at the church of the Capuchins. 
People often do the idlest acts of their lifetime in their heaviest and most 
anxious moments; so that it would have been no wonder had Miriam been 
impelled only by so slight a motive of curiosity as we have indicated. But 
she remembered, too, and with a quaking heart, what the sculptor had 
mentioned of Hilda’s retracing her steps towards the court-yard of the 
Palazzo Caifarelli in quest of Miriam herself. Had she been compelled to 
choose between infamy in the eyes of the whole world, or in Hilda’s eyes 
alone, she would unhesitatingly have accepted the former, on condition of 
remaining spotless in the estimation of her white-souled friend. This pos- 
sibility, therefore, that Hilda had witnessed the scene of the past night, 
was unquestionably the cause that drew Miriam to the tower, and made 
her linger and falter as she approached it. 

As she drew near, there were tokens to which her disturbed mind gave a 
sinister interpretation. Some of her friend’s airy family, the doves, with 
their heads imbedded disconsolately in their bosoms, were huddled in a 
corner of the piazza; others had alighted on the heads, wings, shoulders, 
and trumpets of the marble angels which adorned the fagade of the neigh- 
boring church; two or three had betaken themselves to the Virgin’s 
shrine; and as many as could find room were sitting on Hilda’s window- 
sill. But all of them, so Miriam fancied, had a look of weary expectation 
and disappointment, — no flights, no flutterings, no cooing murmur; 
something that ought to have made their day glad and bright was evident- 
ly left out of this day’s history. And, furthermore, Hilda’s white window- 
curtain was closely drawn, with only that one little aperture at the side, 
which Miriam remembered noticing the night before. 

‘‘Be quiet,” said Miriam to her own heart, pressing her hand hard upon 
it. “Why shouldst thou throb now? Hast thou not endured more terrible 
things than this?” 

Whatever were her apprehensions, she would not turn back. It might 
be — ^and the solace would be worth a world — that Hilda, knowing noth- 
ing of the past night’s calamity, would greet her friend with a sunny 
smile, and so restore a portion of the vital warmth, for lack of which her 
soul was frozen. But could Miriam, guilty as she was, permit Hilda to 
kiss her cheek, to clasp her hand, and thus be no longer so unspotted from 
the world as heretofore? 
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will never permit her sweet touch again,” said Miriam, toiling up 
the staircase, I can find strength of heart to forbid it. But, oh! it 
would be so soothing in this wintry fever-fit of my heart. There can be no 
harm to my white Hilda in one parting kiss. That shall be all! ” 

But, on reaching the upper landing-place, Miriam paused, and stirred 
not again till she had brought herself to an immovable resolve. 

‘‘My lips, my hand, shall never meet Hilda’s more,” said she. 

Meanwhile, Hilda sat listlessly in her painting-room. Had you looked 
into the little adjoining chamber, you might have seen the slight imprint 
of her finger on the bed, but would also have detected at once that the 
^^te counterpane had not been turned down. The pillow was more dis- 
turbed; she had turned her face upon it, the poor child, and bedewed it 
with some of those tears (among the most chill and forlorn that gush from 
human sorrow) which the innocent heart pours forth at its first actual dis- 
covery that sin is in the world. T le young and pure are net ajjt to find 
out that miserable truth until it is )rought home to them by the guiltine.ss 
of some trusted friend. They ma/ have heard much of the evil of the 
world, and seem to know it, but only as an impalpable theory. In due 
time, some mortal, whom they re^'erence too highly, is commissioned by 
Providence to teach them this direful lesson; he perpetrates a sin,; and 
Adam falls anew, and Paradise, heretofore in unfaded bloom, is lost 
again, and closed forever, with the fiery swords gleaming at its gates. 

The chair in which Hilda sat was near the portrait of Beatrice Cenci, 
which had not yet been taken from the easel. It is a peculiarity of this 
picture, that its profoundest expression eludes a straightforward glance, 
and can only be caught by side glimpses, or when the eye falls casually 
upon it; even as if the painted face had a life and consciousness of its 
own, and, resolving not to betray its secret of grief or guilt, permitted the 
true tokens to come forth only when it imagined itself unseen. No other 
such magical effect has ever been wrought by pencil. 

Now, opposite the easel hung a looking-glass, in which Beatrice s face 
and Hilda’s were both reflected. In one of her weary, nerveless changes 
of position, Hilda happened to throw her eyes on the glass, and took in 
both these images at one unpremeditated glance. She fancied — nor was it 
without horror — that Beatrice’s expression, seen aside and vanishing in 
a moment, had been depicted in her own face likewise, and flitted from 
it as timorously. 

''Am I, too, stained with guilt?” thought the poor girl, hiding her face 
in her hands. 

Not so, thank Heaven! But, as regards Beatrice’s picture, the incident 
suggests a theory which may account for its unutterable grief and mys- 
terious shadow of guilt, without detracting from the purity which we love 
to attribute to that ill-fated girl. Who, indeed, can look at that mouth, — 
with its lips half apart, as innocent as a baby’s that has been crying, — 
and not pronounce Beatrice sinless? It was the intimate consciousness of 
her father’s sin that threw its shadow over her, and frightened her into a 
remote and inaccessible region, where no sympathy could come. It was tha 
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knowtedge of Miriam^s guilt that lent the same expression to Hilda’s 
face. 

But Hilda nervously moved her chair, so that the images in the glass 
should be no longer visible. She now watched a speck of sunshine that 
came through a shuttered window, and crept from object to object, in- 
dicating each with a touch of its bright finger, and then letting them all 
vanish successively. In like manner, her mind, so like sunlight in its 
natural cheerfulness, went from thought to thought, but found nothing 
that it could dwell upon for comfort. Never before had this young, ener- 
getic, active spirit known what it is to be despondent. It was the un- 
reality of the world that made her so. Her dearest friend, whose heart 
seemed the most solid and richest of Hilda’s possessions, had no exist- 
ence for her any more; and in that dreary void, out of which Miriam had 
disappeared, the substance, the truth, the integrity of life, the motives of 
effort, the joy of success, had departed along with her. 

It was long past noon, when a step came up the staircase. It had passed 
beyond the limits where there was communication with the lower regions 
of the palace, and was mounting the successive flights which led only to 
Hilda’s precincts. Faint as the tred was, she heard and recognized it. It 
startled her into sudden life. Her first impulse was to spring to the door 
of the studio, and fasten it with lock and bolt. But a secoud thought made 
her feel that this would be an unworthy cowardice, on her own part, and 
also that Miriam — only yesterday her closest friend — had a right to be 
told, face to face, that thenceforth they must be torever strangers. 

She heard Miriam pause, outside of the door. We have already seen 
what was the latter’s resolve with respect to any kiss or pressure of the 
hand between Hilda and herself. We know not what became of the resolu- 
tion. As Miriam was of a highly impulsive character, it may have van- 
ished at the first sight of Hilda; but, at all events, she appeared to have 
dressed herself up in a garb of sunshine, and was disclosed, as the door 
swung open, in all the glow of her remarkable beauty. The truth was, her 
heart leaped conclusively towards the only refuge that it had, or hoped. 
She forgot, just one instant, all cause for holding herself aloof. Ordinarily 
there was a certain reserve in Miriam’s demonstrations of affection, in 
consonance with the delicacy of her friend. To-day, she opened her arms 
to take Hilda in. 

‘^Dearest, darling Hilda!” she exclaimed. “It gives me new life to see 
you!” 

Hilda was standing in the middle of the room. When her friend made a 
step or two from the door, she put forth her hands with an involuntary 
lepellent gesture, so expressive, that Miriam at once felt a great chasm 
(opening itself between them two. They might gaze at one another from 
Ithe opposite side, but without the possibility of ever meeting more; or, at 
lleast, since the chasm could never be bridged over, they must tread the 
Iwhole round of Eternity to meet on the other side. There was even a terror 
in the thought of their meeting again. It was as if Hilda or Miriam were 
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dead, and could no longer hold intercourse without violating a spiritual 
law. 

Yet, in the wantonness of her despair, Miriam made one more step to- 
wards the friend whom she had lost. 

‘‘Do not come nearer, Miriam T’ said Hilda. 

Her look and tone were those of sorrowful entreaty, and yet they ex- 
pressed a kind of confidence, as if the girl were conscious of a safeguard 
that could not be violated. 

“What has happened between us, Hilda?’’ asked Miriam. “Are we not 
friends?” 

“No, no! ” said Hilda, shuddering. 

“At least we have been friends,” continued Miriam. ‘^I loved you 
dearly! I love you still! You were to me as a younger sister; yes, dearer 
than sisters of the same blood ; for you and I were so lonely, Hilda, that 
the whole world pressed us togethei by its solitude and strangeness. Then, 
will you not touch my hand? Am I not the same as yesterday?” 

“Alas! no, Miriam!” said Hilda. 

“Yes, the same, — the same for y^ou, Hilda,” rejoined her lost friend. 
“Were you to touch my hand, you vould find it as warm to your grasp as 
ever. If you were sick or suffering, I would watch night and day for you. 
It is in such simple offices that true affection shows itself ; and so I speak 
cf them. Yet now, Hilda, your very look seems to put me beyond the 
limits of human kind!” 

“It is not I, Miriam,” said Hilda; “not I that have done this.” 

“You, and you only, Hilda,” replied Miriam, stirred up to make her 
own cause good by the repellent force which her friend opposed to her. “J 
am a woman, as I was yesterday; endowed with the same truth of nature, 
the same warmth of heart, the same genuine and earnest love, which you 
have always known in me. In any regard that concerns yourself, I am not 
changed. And believe me, Hilda, when a human being has chosen a friend 
out of all the world, it is only some faithlessness between themselves, 
rendering true intercourse impossible, that can justify either friend in 
severing the bond. Have I deceived you? Then cast me off! Have I 
wronged you personally? Then forgive me, if you can. But, have I sinned 
against God and man, and deeply sinned? Then be more my friend than 
ever, for I need you more.” 

“Do not bewilder me thus, Miriam!” exclaimed Hilda, who had not 
forborne to express, by look and gesture, the anguish which this interview 
inflicted on her. “If I were one of God’s angels, with a nature incapable 
of stain, and garments that never could be spotted, I would keep ever at 
your side, and try to lead you upward. But I am a poor, lonely girl, whom 
God has set here in an evil world, and given her only a white robe, and bid 
her wear it back to Him, as white as when she put it on. Your powerful 
jnagnetism would be too much for me. The pure, whifiFatmos^ere, in 
"^icbTTfyTdlitscern^wM tTimgs are gooti^nd true, would be discolored. 
And, therefore, Miriam, before it is too late, I mean to put faith in this 
awful heart-quake, which warns me henceforth to avoid you.” 
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‘‘Ah, this is hard! Ah, this is terrible!’^ murmured Miriam, dropping 
her forehead in her hands. In a moment or two she looked up again, as 
pale as death, but with a composed countenance: “I always said, Hilda, 
that you were merciless ; for I had a perception of it, even while you loved 
me best. You have no sin, nor any conception of what it is; and therefore 
you are so Terribly severe! As an angel, you are not amiss; but, as a hu- 
ffian creature, and a woman among earthly men and women, you need a 
sin to soften you.” 

— ^‘Ood forgive rhe,” said Hilda, “if I have said a needlessly cruel word! ” 

“Let it pass,” answered Miriam; “I, whose heart it has smitten upon, 
forgive you. And tell me, before we part forever, what have you seen or 
known of me, since we last met?” 

“A terrible thing, IMiriam,” said Hilda, growing paler than before. 

“Do you see it written in my face, or painted in my eyes?” inquired 
Miriam, her trouble seeking relief in a half-frenzied raillery. “I would fain 
know how it is that Providence, or fate, brings eye-witnesses to watch us, 
wTen we fancy ourselves acting in the remotest privacy. Did all Rome see 
it, then? Or, at least, our merry company of artists? Or is it some blood- 
stain on me, or death-scent in my garments? They say that monstrous 
deformities sprout out of fiends, who once were lovely angels. Do you per- 
ceive such in me already? Tell me, by our past friendship, Hilda, all you 
know.” 

Thus adjured, and frightened by the wild emotion which Miriam 
could not suppress, Hilda strove to tell what she had witnessed. 

“After the rest of the party had passed on, I went back to speak to 
you,” she said; “for there seemed to be a trouble on your mind, and I 
wished to share it with you, if you could permit me. The door of the little 
court-yard was partly shut; but I pushed it open, and saw you within, 
and Donatello, and a third person, whom I had before noticed in the 
shadow of a niche. He approached you, Miriam. You knelt to him! — I 
saw Donatello spring upon him! I would have shrieked, but my throat 
was dry. I would have rushed forward, but my limbs seemed rooted to 
the earth. It was like a flash of lightning. A look passed from your eyes 
to Donatello’s — a look” — 

“Yes, Hilda, yes!” exclaimed Miriam, with intense eagerness. “Do not 
pause now! That look?” 

“It revealed all your heart, Miriam,” continued Hilda, covering her 
eyes as if to shut out the recollection; “a look of hatred, triumph, ven- 
geance, and, as it were, joy at some unhoped-for relief.” 

“Ah! Donatello was right, then,” murmured Miriam, who shook 
throughout all her frame. “My eyes bade him do it! Go on, Hilda.” 

“It all passed so quickly, — all like a glare of lightning,” said Hilda, 
“and yet it seemed to me that Donatello had paused, while one might 
draw a breath. But that look! — Ah, Miriam, spare me. Need I tell more?” 

“No more; there needs no more, Hilda,” replied Miriam, bowing her 
bead, as if listening to a sentence of condemnation from a supreme tri- 
bunal. “It is enough! You have satisfied my mind on a point where it was 
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greatly disturbed. Henceforward, I shall be quiet. Thank you, Hilda.’* 

She was on the point of departing, but turned back again from the 
threshold. 

‘^This is a terrible secret to be kept in a young girl’s bosom,” she ob- 
served ; ^ Vhat will you do with it, my poor child?” 

“Heaven help and guide me,” answered Hilda, bursting into tears; 
“for the burden of it crushes me to the earth! It seems a crime to know 
of such a thing, and to keep it to myself. It knocks within my heart con- 
tinually, threatening, imploring, insisting to be let out! Oh, my mother! 
— my mother! Were she yet living, I would travel over land and sea to 
tell her this dark secret, as I told all the little troubles of my infancy. 
But I am alone — alone! Miriam, you were my dearest, only friend. Ad- 
vise me what to do.” 

This was a singular appeal, no doubt, from the stainless maiden to the 
guilty woman, whom she had just banished from her heart forever. But 
it bore striking testimony to the impression which Miriam’s natural up- 
rightness and impulsive generosity had made on the friend who knew her 
best; and it deeply comforted the poor criminal, by proving to her that 
the bond between Hilda and herselt was vital yet. 

As far as she was able, Miriam it once responded to the girl's cry for 
help. 

“If I deemed it good for your peace of mind,” she said, “to bear testi- 
mony against me for this deed, in the face of all the world, no considera- 
tion of myself should weigh with me an instant. But I believe that you 
would find no relief in such a course. What men call justice lies chiefly in 
outward formalities, and has never the close application and fitness that 
would be satisfactory to a soul like yours. I cannot be fairly tried and 
judged before an earthly tribunal; and of this, Hilda, you would perhaps 
become fatally conscious when it was too late. Roman justice, above all 
things, is a byword. What have you to do with it? Leave all such thoughts 
aside! Yet, Hilda, I would not have you keep my secret imprisoned in 
your heart if it tries to leap out, and stings you, like a wild, venomous 
thing, when you thrust it back again. Have you no other friend, now that 
you have been forced to give me up?” 

“No other,” answered Hilda, .sadly. 

“Yes; Kenyon!” rejoined Miriam. 

“He cannot be my friend,” said Hilda, “because — because — I have 
fancied that he sought to be something more.” 

“Fear nothing!” replied Miriam, shaking her head, with a strange 
smile. “This story will frighten his new-born love out of its little life, if 
that be what you wish. Tell him the secret, then, and take his wise and 
honorable counsel as to what should next be done. I know not what else 
to say.” 

“I never dreamed,” said Hilda, — “how could you think it? — of be- 
traying you to justice. But I see how it is, Miriam. I must keep your 
secret, and die of it, unless God sends me some relief by methods which 
are now beyond my power to imagine. It is very dreadful. Ah! now I 
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understand how the sins of generations past have created an atmosphere 
of sin for those that follow. While there is a single guilty person in the 
universe, each innocent one must feel his innocence tortured by that 
.guilt. Your deed, Miriam, has darkened the whole sky 
' Poor Hilda turned from her unhappy friend, and, sinking on her 
knees in a corner of the chamber, could not be- prevailed upon to utter 
another word. And Miriam, with a long regard from the threshold, bade 
farewell to this doves’ nest, this one little nook of pure thoughts and in- 
nocent enthusiasms, into which she had brought such trouble^ Every 
crime destroys more Edens than our own I 


CHAPTER XXIV 

The Tower Among the Apennines 

It was in June that the sculptor, Kenyon, arrived on horseback at the 
gate of an ancient country-house (which, from some of its features, might 
almost be called a castle) situated in a part of Tuscany somewhat re- 
mote from the ordinary track of tourists. Thither we must now accom- 
pany him, and endeavor to make our story flow onward, like a streamlet, 
past a gray tower that rises on the hill-side, overlooking a spacious valley, 
which is set in the grand framework of the Apennines. 

The sculptor had left Rome with the retreating tide of foreign resi- 
dents. For, as summer approaches, the Niobe of Nations is made to be- 
wail anew, and doubtless with sincerity, the loss of that large part of her 
population, which she derives from other lands, and on whom depends 
much of whatever remnant of prosperity she still enjoys. Rome, at this 
season, is pervaded and overhung with atmospheric terrors, and insulated 
within a charmed and deadly circle. The crowd of wandering tourists be- 
take themselves to Switzerland, to the Rhine, or, from this central home 
of the world, to their native homes in England or America, which they 
are apt thenceforward to look upon as provincial, after once having 
yielded to the spell of the Eternal City. The artist, who contemplates an 
indefinite succession of winters in this home of art (though his first 
thought was merely to improve himself by a brief visit) , goes forth, in the 
summer time, to sketch scenery and costume among the Tuscan hills, and 
pour, if he can, the purple air of Italy over his canvas. He studies the old 
schools of art in the mountain-towns where they were born, and where 
they are still to be seen in the faded frescos of Giotto and Cimabue, on 
the walls of many a church, or in the dark* chapels, in which the sacristan 
draws aside the veil from a treasured picture of Perugino. Thence, the 
happy painter goes to walk the long, bright galleries of Florence, or to 
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steal glowing colors from the miraculous works, which he finds in a score 
of Venetian palaces. Such summers *as these, spent amid whatever is ex- 
quisite in art, or wild and picturesque in nature, may not inadequately 
repay him for the chill neglect and disappointment through which he has 
probably languished, in his Roman winter. This sunny, shadowy, breezy, 
wandering life, in which he seeks for beauty as his treasure, and gathers 
for his winter’s honey what is but a passing fragrance to all other men, is 
worth living for, come afterwards what may. Even if he die unrecognized, 
the artist has had his share of enjoyment and success. 

Kenyon had seen, at a distance of many miles, the old villa or castle, 
towards which his journey lay, looking from its height over a broad ex- 
panse of valley. As he drew nearei , however, it had been hidden among 
the inequalities of the hill-side, until the winding road brought him almost 
to the iron gateway. The sculptor iound this substantial barrier fastened 
with lock and bolt. There was no be'l, nor other instrument of sound; and 
after summoning the invisible garr son v»dth his voice, instead oi a trum- 
pet, he had leisure to take a glanci at the exterior of the fortress. 

About thirty yards within the gateway rose a square tower, lofty 
enough to be a very prominent object in the landscape, and more than 
sufficiently massive in proportion tc its height. Its antiquity was evidently 
such, that, in a climate of more abundant moisture, the ivy would have 
mantled it from head to foot in a garment that might, by this time, have 
been centuries old, though ever new. In the dry Italian air, however. Na- 
ture had only so far adopted this old pile of stone-work as to cover almost 
every hand’s-breadth of it with close-clinging lichens and yellow moss; 
and the immemorial growth of these kindly productions rendered the gen- 
eral hue of the tower soft and venerable, and took away the aspect of 
nakedness which would have made its age drearier than now. 

Up and down the height of the tower were scattered three or four win- 
dows, the lower ones grated with iron bars, the upper ones vacant both of 
window- frames and glass. Besides these larger openings, there were sev- 
eral loopholes and little square apertures, which might be supposed to 
light the staircase, that doubtless climbed the interior towards the battle- 
mented and machicolated summit. With this last-mentioned war-like 
garniture upon its stern old head and brow, the tower seemed evidently a 
stronghold of times long past. Many a cross-bowman had shot his shafts 
from those windows and loopholes, and from the vantage-height of those 
gray battlements; many a flight of arrows, too, had hit all round about 
the embrasures above, or the apertures below, where the helmet of a de- 
fender had momentarily glimmered. On festal nights, moreover, a hun- 
dred lamps had often gleamed afar over the valley, suspended from the 
iron hooks that were ranged for the purpose beneath the battlements and 
every window. 

Connected with the tower, and extending behind it, there seemed to be 
a very spacious residence, chiefly of more modern date. It perhaps owed 
mucii of its fresher appearance, however, to a coat of stucco and yellow 
wash, which is a sort of renovation very much in vogue with the Italians. 
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Kenyon noticed over a doorway, in the portion of the edifice immediately 
adjacent to the tower, a cross, which, with a bell suspended above the 
roof, indicated that this was a consecrated precinct, and the chapel of the 
mansion. 

Meanwhile, the hot sun so incommoded the unsheltered traveller, that 
he shouted forth another impatient summons. Happening, at the ‘:ame 
moment, to look upward, he saw a figure leaning from an embrasure of 
the battlements, and gazing down at him. 

‘^Ho, Signore Count!” cried the sculptor, waving his straw hat, for he 
recognized the face, after a moment^s doubt. “This is a warm reception, 
truly! Pray bid your porter let me in, before the sun shrivels me quite 
into a cinder.” 

“I will come myself,” responded Donatello, flinging down his voice out 
of the clouds, as it were; “old Tomaso and old Stella are both asleep, no 
doubt, and the rest of the people are in the vineyard. But I have expected 
you, and you are welcome ! ” 

The young Count — as perhaps we had better designate him in his an- 
cestral tower — vanished from the battlements; and Kenyon saw his figure 
appear successively at each of the windows, as he descended. On every re- 
appearance, he turned his face towards the sculptor and gave a nod and 
smile; for a kindly impulse prompted him thus to assure his visitor of a 
welcome, after keeping him so long at an inhospitable threshold. 

Kenyon, however (naturally and professionally expert at reading the 
expression of the human countenance), had a vague sense that this was 
not the young friend whom he had known so familiarly in Rome; not the 
sylvan and untutored youth, whom Miriam, Hilda, and himself had liked, 
laughed at, and sported with; not the Donatello whose identity they had 
so playfully mixed up with that of the Faun of Praxiteles. 

Finally, when his host had emerged from a side portal of the mansion, 
and approached the gateway, the traveller still felt that there was some- 
thing lost, or somethiilg gained (he hardly knew which), that set the 
Dbiiatello of to-day irreconcilably at odds with him of yesterday. His 
very gait showed it, in a certain gravity, a weight and measure of step, 
that had nothing in common with the irregular buoyancy which used to 
distinguish him. His face was paler and thinner, and the lips less full and 
less apart. 

“I have looked for you a long while,” said Donatello; and, though his 
voice sounded differently, and cut out its words more sharply than had 
been its wont, still there was a smile shining on his face, that, for the mo- 
ment, quite brought back the Faun. “I shall be more cheerful, perhaps, 
now that you have come. It is very solitary here.” 

“I have come slowly along, often lingering, often turning aside,” re- 
plied Kenyon; “for I found a great deal to interest me in the mediaeval 
sculpture hidden away in the churches hereabouts. An artist, whether 
painter or sculptor, may be pardoned for loitering through such a region. 
But what a fine old tower! Its tall front is like a page of black-letter, 
taken from the history of the Italian republics.” 
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know little or nothing of its history/’ said the Count, glancing up- 
ward at the battlements, where he had just been standing. ‘'But I thank 
my forefathers for building it so high. I like the windy summit better 
than the world below, and spend much of my time there, nowadays.” 

“It is a pity you are not a star-gazer,” observed Kenyon, also looking 
up. “It is higher than Galileo’s tower, which I saw, a week or two ago, 
outside of the walls of Florence.” 

“A star-gazer? I am one,” replied Donatello. “I sleep in the tower, and 
often watch very late on the battlements. There is a dismal old staircase 
to climb, however, before reaching the top, and a succession of dismal 
chambers, from story to story. Some of them were prison chambers in 
times past, as old Tomaso will tell you.” 

The repugnance intimated in his tone at the idea of this gloomy stair- 
case and these ghostly, dimly lighted rooms, reminded Kenyon of the 
original Donatello, much more thai his present custom of midnight vigils 
on the battlements. 

“I shall be glad to share your vatch,” said the guest; “especially by 
moonlight. The prospect of this b oad valley must be very fine. But I 
was not aware, my friend, that those were your country habits. I have 
fancied you in a sort of Arcadian li fe, tasting rich figs, and squeezing the 
juice out of the sunniest grapes, and sleeping soundly all night, after a 
day of simple pleasures.” 

“I may have known such a life, when I was younger,” answered the 
Count, gravely. “I am not a boy now. Time flies over us, but leaves its 
shadow behind.” 

The sculptor could not but smile at the triteness of the remark, w^hich, 
nevertheless, had a kind of originality as coming from Donatello. He had 
thought it out from his own experience, and perhaps considered himself as 
communicating a new truth to mankind. 

They were now advancing up the court-yard ; and the long extent of the 
villa, with its iron-barred lower windows and balconied upper ones, be- 
came visible, stretching back towards a grove of trees. 

“At some period of your family history,” observed Kenyon, “the 
Counts of Monte Beni must have led a patriarchal life in this vast house. 
A great-grandsire and all his descendants might find ample verge here, 
and with space, too, for each separate brood of little ones to play within 
its own precincts. Is your present household a large one?” 

“Only myself,” answered Donatello, “and Tomaso, who has been but- 
ler since my grandfather’s time, and old Stella, who goes sweeping and 
dusting about the chambers, and Girolamo, the cook, who has but an idle 
life of it. He shall send you up a chicken forthwith. But, first of all, I 
must summon one of the contadini from the farm-house yonder, to take 
your horse to the stable.” 

Accordingly, the young Count shouted amain, and with such effect, 
that, after several repetitions of the outcry, an old gray woman pro- 
truded her head and a broom-handle from a chamber window; the ven- 
erable butler emerged from a recess in the side of the house, where was a 
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wdl, or reservoir, in whidi he had been cleansing a small wine-cask ; and 
a sunburnt contadino, in his shirt-sleeves, showed ^ himself on the out- 
skirts of the vineyard, with some kind of a farming tool in his hand. 
Donatello found employment for all these retainers in providing accom- 
modation for his guest and steed, and then ushered the sculptor into the 
vestibule of the house. 

It was a square and lofty entrance-room, which, by the solidity of its 
construction, might have been an Etruscan tomb, being paved and walled 
with heavy blocks of stone, and vaulted almost as massively overhead. 
On two sides, there were doors, opening into long suites of anterooms and 
saloons; on the third side, a stone staircase, of spacious breadth, ascend- 
ing, by dignified degrees and with wide resting-places, to another floor of 
similar extent. Through one of the doors, which was ajar, Kenyon beheld 
an almost interminable vista of apartments, opening one beyond the 
other, and reminding him of the hundred rooms in Blue Beard’s castle, or 
the countless halls in some palace of the Arabian Nights. 

It must have been a numerous family, indeed, that could ever have 
sufficed to people with human life so large an abode as this, and impart 
social warmth to such a wide world within doors. The sculptor confessed 
to himself, that Donatello could allege reason enough for growing melan- 
choly, having only his own personality to vivify it all. 

‘‘How a woman’s face would brighten it up!” he ejaculated, not in- 
tending to be overheard. 

But, glancing at Donatello, he saw a stern and sorrowful look in his 
eyes, which altered his youthful face as if it had seen thirty years of 
trouble; and, at the same moment, old Stella showed herself through one 
of the doorways, as the only representative of her sex at Monte Beni. 


CHAPTER XXV 

Sunshine 

“Come,” said the Count, “I see you already find the old house dismal. 
So do I, indeed 1 And yet it was a cheerful place in my boyhood. But, you 
see, in my father’s days (and the same was true of all my endless line of 
grandfathers, as I have heard), there used to be uncles, aunts, and all 
manner of kindred, dwelling together as one family. They were a merry 
and kindly race of people, for the most part, and kept one another’s 
hearts warm.” 

“Two hearts might be enough for warmth,” observed the sculptor, 
“even in so large a house as this. One solitary heart, it is true, may be 
apt to shiver a little. But, I trust, my friend, that the genial blood of your 
race still flows in manv veins besides your own?” 
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am the last/^ said Donatello, gloomily. ^They have all vanished 
irom me, since my childhood. Old Tomaso will tell you that the air of 
Monte Beni is not so favorable to length of days as it used to be. But that 
is not the secret of the quick extinction of my kindred.” 

‘‘Then you are aware of a more satisfactory reason?” suggested 
Kenyon. 

“I thought of one, the other night, while I was gazing at the stars,” 
answered Donatello; “but, pardon me, I do not mean to tell it. One cause, 
however, of the longer and healthier life of my forefathers was, that they 
had many pleasant customs, and means of making themselves glad, and 
their guests and friends along with them. Nowadays we have but one!” 

“And what is that?” asked the sci'lptor. 

“You shall see ! ” said his young h< »st. 

By this time, he had ushered th( sculptor into one of the numberless 
saloons; and, calling for refreshment, old Stella placed a cold fowl upon 
the table, and quickly followed it v ith a savory omelet, which Girolamo 
had lost no time in preparing. She a so brought some cherries, plums, and 
apricots, and a plate full of particuhfrly delicate figs, of last year’s growth. 
The butler showing his white head at the door, his master beckoned to 
him. 

“Tomaso, bring some Sunshine 1 ” said he. 

The readiest method of obeying this order, one might suppose, would 
have been, to fling wide the green window-blinds, and let the glow of the 
summer noon into the carefully shaded room. But, at Monte Beni, with 
provident caution against the wintry days, when there is little sunshine, 
and the rainy ones, when there is none, it was the hereditary custom to 
keep their Sunshine stored away in the cellar. Old Tomaso quickly pro- 
duced some of it in a small, straw-covered flask, out of which he extracted 
the cork, and inserted a little cotton wool, to absorb the olive-oil that kept 
the precious liquid from the air. 

“This is a wine,” observed the Count, “the secret of making which has 
been kept in our family for centuries upon centuries; nor would it avail 
any man to steal the secret, unless he could also steal the vineyard, in 
which alone the Monte Beni grape can be produced. There is little else 
left me, save that patch of vines. Taste some of their juices, and tell me 
whether it is worthy to be called Sunshine! for that is its name.” 

“A glorious name, too! ” cried the sculptor. 

“Taste it,” said Donatello, filling his friend’s glass, and pouring like- 
wise a little into his own. “But first smell its fragrance; for the wine is 
very lavish of it, and will scatter it all abroad.” 

“Ah, how exquisite! ” said Kenyon. “No other wine has a bouquet like 
this. The flavor must be rare, indeed, if it fulfil the promise of this frag- 
rance, which is like the airy sweetness of youthful hopes, that no realities 
will ever satisfy!” 

This invaluable liquor was of a pale golden hue, like other of the rarest 
Italian wines, and, if carelessly and irreligiously quaffed, might have been 
mistaken for a very fine sort of champagne. It was not, however, an ef- 
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fervescing wine, although its delicate piquancy produced a somewhat 
similar effect upon the palate. Sipping, the guest longed to sip again; but 
the wine demanded so deliberate a pause, in order to detect the hidden 
peculiarities and subtile exquisiteness of its flavor, that to drink it was 
really more a moral than a physical enjoyment. There was a deliciousness 
in it that eluded analysis, and — ^like whatever else is superlatively good 
— ^was perhaps better appreciated in the memory than by present con- 
sciousness. 

One of its most ethereal charms lay in the transitory life of the wine^s 
richest qualities; for, while it required a certain leisure and delay, yet, 
if you lingered too long upon the draught, it became disenchanted both 
of its fragrance and its flavor. 

The lustre should not be forgotten, among the other admirable endow- 
ments of the Monte Beni wine; for, as it stood in Kenyon’s glass, a little 
circle of light glowed on the table round about it, as if it were really so 
much golden sunshine. 

“I feel myself a better man for that ethereal potation,” observed the 
sculptor. “The finest Orvieto, or that famous wine, the Est Est Est of 
Montefiascone. is vulgar in comparison. This is surely the wine of the 
Golden Age, such as Bacchus himself first taught mankind to press from 
the choicest of his grapes. My dear Count, why is it not illustrious? The 
pale, liquid gold, in every such flask as that, might be solidified into 
golden scudi, and would quickly make you a millionnaire! ” 

Tomaso, the old butler, who was standing by the table, and enjoying 
the praises of the wine quite as much as if bestowed upon himself, made 
answer, — 

“We have a tradition, signore,” said he, “that this rare wine of our 
vineyard would lose all its wonderful qualities, if any of it were sent to 
market. The Counts of Monte Beni have never parted with a single flask 
of it for gold. At their banquets, in the olden time, they have entertained 
princes, cardinals, and once an emperor, and once a pope, with this de- 
licious wine, and always, even to this day, it has been their custom to let 
it flow freely, when those whom they love and honor sit at the board. But 
the grand duke himself could not drink that wine, except it were under 
this very roof!” 

“What you tell me, my good friend,” replied Kenyon, “makes me ven- 
erate the Sunshine of Monte Beni even more abundantly than before. As 
I understand you, it is a sort of consecrated juice, and symbolizes the holy 
virtues of hospitality and social kindness?” 

^TVhy, partly so. Signore,” said the old butler, with a shrewd twinkle 
in his eye; “but, to speak out all the truth, there is another excellent rea- 
son why neither a cask nor a flask of our precious vintage should ever be 
sent to market. The wine, Signore, is so fond of its native home, that a 
transportation of even a few miles turns it quite sour. And yet it is a 
wine that keeps well in the cellar, underneath this floor, antTgathers frag- 
rance, i[avQr,..ailid brightness, in its dark: dtitigeon. That very flask of Sun- 
sEine, now, has kept itself for you, sir guest (as a maid reserves her sweet- 



THE MARBLE FAUN 7iO 

ness till her lover come for it) , ever since a merry vintage-time, when the 
Signore Count here was a boy ! ” 

“You must not wait for Tomaso to end his discourse about the wine, 
before drinking off your glass, observed Donatello. “When once the 
flask is uncorked, its finest qualities lose little time in making their es- 
cape. I doubt whether your last sip will be quite so delicious as you 
found the first.’’ 

And, in truth, the sculptor fancied that the Sunshine became almost im- 
perceptibly clouded, as he approached the bottom of the flask. The effect 
of the wine, however, was a gentle exhilaration, which did not so speedil}! 
pass away. 

Being thus refreshed. Kenyon looked around him at the antique saloon 
in which they sat. It was construe ed in a most ponderous style, with a 
stone floor, on which heavy pilasters were planted against the wall, sup- 
porting arches that crossed one another in the vaulted ceiling. The up-, 
right walls, as well as the compartn tents of the roof, were completely cov- 
ered with frescos, which doubtless lad been brilliant when first executed, 
and perhaps for generations after yards. The designs were of a festive 
and joyous character, representing Arcadian scenes, where nymphs, 
fauns, and satyrs disported themselves among mortal youths and maid- 
ens; and Pan, and the god of wine, and he of sunshine and music, dis- 
dained not to iDrighten some sylvan merry-making with the scarcely veiled 
glory of their presence. A wreath of dancing figures, in admirable variety 
of shape and motion, was festooned quite round the cornice of the room. 

In its first splendor, the saloon must have presented an aspect both 
gorgeous and enlivening; for it invested some of the cheerfullest ideas 
and emotions of which the human mind is susceptible with the external 
reality of beautiful form, and rich, harmonious glow and variety of color. 
But the frescos were now very ancient. They had been rubbed and scrub- 
bed by old Stella and many a predecessor, and had been defaced in one 
spot, and retouched in another, and had peeled from the walls in patches 
and had hidden some of their brightest portions under dreary dust, till the 
joyousness had quite vanished out of them all. It was often difficult to 
puzzle out the design ; and even where it was more readily intelligible, the 
figures showed like the ghosts of dead and buried joys, — the closer their 
resemblance to the happy past, the gloomier now. For it is thus, that 
with only an inconsiderable change, the gladdest objects and existences 
become the saddest; hope fading into disappointment; joy darkening into 
grief, and festal splendor into funereal duskiness; and all evolving, as 
their moral, a grim identity between gay things and sorrowful ones. Only 
give them a little time, and they turn out to be just alike! 

“There has been much festivity in this saloon, if I may judge by the 
character of its frescos,” remarked Kenyon, whose spirits were still up- 
held by the mild potency of the Monte Beni wine. “Your forefathers, my 
dear Count, must have been joyous fellows, keeping up the vintage merri- 
ment throughout the year. It does me good to think of them gladdening 
the hearts of men and women, with their wine of Sunshine, even in the 
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Iron Age, as Pan and Bacchus, whom we see yonder, did in the Golden 
onef” 

‘‘Yes; there have been merry times in the banquet-hall of Monte Beni, 
even within my own remembrance,’^ replied Donatello, looking gravely at 
the painted walls. “It was meant for mirth, as you see; and when I 
brought my own cheerfulness into the saloon, these frescos looked cheer- 
ful too. But, methinks, they have all faded since I saw them last.’' 

“It would be a good idea,” said the sculptor, falling into his com- 
panion’s vein, and helping him out with an illustration which Donatello 
himself could not have put into shape, “to convert this saloon into a 
chapel; and when the priest tells his hearers of the instability of earthly 
joys, and would show how drearily they vanish, he may point to these pic- 
tures, that were so joyous and are so dismal. He could not illustrate his 
theme so aptly in any other way.” 

“True, indeed,” answered the Count, his former simplicity strangely 
mixing itself up with an experience that had changed him; “and yonder, 
where the minstrels used to stand, the altar shall be placed. A sinful man 
might do all the more effective penance in this old banquet-hall.” 

“But I should regret to have suggested so ungenial a transformation in 
your hospitable saloon,” continued Kenyon, duly noting the change in 
Donatello’s characteristics. “You startle me, my friend, by so ascetic a 
design I It would hardly have entered your head, when we first met. Pray 
do not, — if I may take the freedom of a somewhat elder man to advise 
you,” added he, smiling, — “pray do* not, under a notion of improvement, 
take upon yourself to be sombre, thoughtful, and penitential, like all the 
rest of us.” 

Donatello made no answer, but sat awhile, appearing to follow with his 
eyes one of the figures, which was repeated many times over in the groups 
upon the walls and ceiling. It formed the principal link of an allegory, by 
which (as is often the case in such pictorial designs) the whole series of 
frescos were bound together, but which it would be impossible, or, at 
least, very wearisome, to unravel. The sculptor’s eyes took a similar direc- 
tion, and soon began to trace through the vicissitudes, — once gay, now 
sombre, — in which the old artist had involved it, the same individual fig- 
ure. He fancied a resemblance in it to Donatello himself; and it put him 
in mind of one of the purposes with which he had come to Monte Beni. 

“My dear Count,” said he, “I have a proposal to make. You must let 
me employ a little of my leisure in modelling your bust. You remember 
what a striking resemblance we all of us — ^Hilda, Miriam, and I — found 
between your features and those of the Faun of Praxiteles. Then, it 
seemed an identity; but now that I know your face better, the likeness is 
far less apparent. Your head in marble would be a treasure to me. Shall 
I have it?” 

“I have a weakness which I fear I cannot overcome,” replied the Count, 
turning away his face. “It troubles me to be looked at steadfastly.” 

“I have observed it since we have been sitting here, though never be- 
fore,” rejoined the sculptor. “It is a kind of nervousness, I apprehend^ 
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which you caught in the Roman air, and which grows upon you, in your 
solitary life. It need be no hindrance to my taking your bust; for I will 
catch the likeness and expression by side glimpses, which (if portrait- 
painters and bust-makers did but know it) always bring home richer re- 
sults than a broad stare.’^ 

“You may take me if you have the power,’’ said Donatello; but, even 
as he spoke, he turned away his face; “and if you can see what makes me 
shrink from you, you are welcome to put it in the bust. It is not my will, 
but my n^jcessity. to avoid men’s eyes. Only,” he added, with a'^Sm'Bc' 
which made Kenyon doubt whether he might not as well copy the Faun 
as model a new bust, — “only, you know, you must not insist on my un- 
covering these ears of mine ! ” 

“Nay; I never should dream of such a thing,” answered the sculptor, 
laughing, as the young Count shook his clustering curls. “I could not hope 
to persuade you, remembering how Miriam once failed! ” 

Nothing is more unaccountable than the spell that often lurks in a 
spoken word. A thought may be pre^^ent to the mind, so distinctly that no 
utterance could make it more so; and two minds may be conscious of the 
same thought, in which one or both take the profoundest interest ; but as 
long as it remains unspoken, their familiar talk flows quietly over the 
hidden idea, as a rivulet may sparkle and dimple over something sunken 
in its bed. But, speak the word; and it is like bringing up a drowned body 
out of the deepest pool of the rivulet, which has been aware of the hor- 
rible secret all along, in spite of its smiling surface. 

And even so, when Kenyon chanced to make a distinct reference to 
Donatello’s relations with Miriam (though the subject was already in 
both their minds), a ghastly emotion rose up out of the depths of the 
young Count’s heart. He trembled either with anger or terror, and glared 
at the sculptor with wild eyes, like a wolf that meets you in the forest, 
and hesitates whether to flee or turn to bay. But, as Kenyon still looked 
calmly at him, his aspect gradually became less disturbed, though far 
from resuming its former quietude. 

“You have spoken her name,” said he, at last, in an altered and tremu- 
lous tone; “tell me, now, all that you know of her.” 

“I scarcely think that I have any later intelligence than yourself,” an- 
swered Kenyon; “Miriam left Rome at about the time of your own de- 
parture. Within a day or two after our last meeting at the Church of the 
Capuchins, I called at her studio and found it vacant. Whither she has 
gone, I cannot tell.” 

Donatello asked no further questions. 

They rose from table, and strolled together about the premises, whil- 
ing away the afternoon with brief intervals of unsatisfactory conversa- 
tion, and many shadowy silences. The sculptor had a perception of change 
in his companion, — possibly of growth and development, but certainly of 
change, — which saddened him, because it took away much of the simple 
grace that was the best of Donatello’s peculiarities. 

Kenyon betook himself to repose that night in a grim, old, vaulted 
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apartment, which, in the lapse of five or six centuries, had probably been 
the birth, bridal, and death chamber of a great many generations of the 
Monte Beni family. He was aroused, soon after daylight, by the clamor 
of a tribe of beggars who had taken their stand in a little rustic lane that 
crept beside that portion of the villa, and were addressing their petitions 
to the open windows. By and by, they appeared to have received alms, 
and took their departure. 

^^Some charitable Christian has sent those vagabonds away,’’ thought 
the sculptor, as he resumed his interrupted nap; ^Vho could it be? Dona- 
tello has his own rooms in the tower; Stella, Tomaso, and the cook are a 
world’s width off ; and I fancied myself the only inhabitant in this part 
of the house.” 

In the breadth and space which so delightfully characterize an Italian 
villa, a dozen guests might have had each his suite of apartments without 
infringing upon one another’s ample precincts. But, so far as Kenyon 
knew, he was the only visitor beneath Donatello’s widely extended roof. 


CHAPTER XXVI 

The Pedigree of Monte Beni 

From the old butler, whom he found to be a very gracious and affable 
personage, Kenyon soon learned many curious particulars about the fam- 
ily history and hereditary peculiarities of the Counts of Monte Beni. 
There was a pedigree, the later portion of which — that is to say, for a 
little more than a thousand years — a genealogist would have found de- 
light in tracing out. link by link, and authenticating by records and docu- 
mentary evidences. It would have been as difficult, however, to follow up 
the stream of Donatello’s ancestry to its dim source, as travellers have 
found it to reach the mysterious fountains of the Nile. And, far beyond 
the region of definite and demonstrable fact, a romancer might have 
strayed into a region of old poetry, where the rich soil, so long unculti- 
vated and untrodden, had lapsed into nearly its primeval state of wilder- 
ness. Among those antique paths, now overgrown with tangled and riotous 
vegetation, the wanderer must needs follow his own guidance, and arrive 
nowhither at last. 

The race of Monte Beni, beyond a doubt, was one of the oldest in Italy, 
where families appear to survive at least, if not to flourish, on their half- 
decayed roots, oftener than in England or France. It came down in a 
broad track from the Middle Ages; but, at epochs anterior to those, it 
was distinctly visible in the gloom of the period before chivalry put forth 
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its flower; and further still, we are almost afraid to say, it was seen, 
though with a fainter and wavering course, in the early morn of Christen- 
dom, when the Roman Empire had hardly begun to show symptoms of 
decline. At that venerable distance, the heralds gave up the lineage in 
despair. 

But where written record left the genealogy of Monte Beni, tradition 
^ook it up, and carried it without dread or shame beyond the Imperial 
ages into the times of the Roman republic; beyond those, again, into the 
epoch of kingly rule. Nor even so remotely among the mossy centuries 
did it pause, but strayed onward into that gray antiquity of which there 
is no token left, save its cavernous tombs, and a few bronzes, and some 
quaintly wrought ornaments of gold, and gems with mystic figures and 
inscriptions. There, or thereabouts the line was supposed to have had its 
origin in the sylvan life of Etruria, while Italy was yet guiltless of Rome. 

Of course, as we regret to say, th^^ earlier and very much the larger por- 
tion of this respectable descent — ^md the same is true of many briefer 
pedigrees — must be looked upon a . altogether mythical. Still, if threw a 
romantic interest around the um uestionable antiquity of the Monte 
Beni family, and over that tract of their own vines and fig-trees, beneath 
the shade of which they had unquestionably dwelt for immemorial ages. 
And there they had laid the foundations of their tower, so long ago that 
one half of its height was said to be sunken under the surface and to hide 
subterranean chambers which once were cheerful with the olden sunshine. 

One story, or myth, that had mixed itself up with their mouldy gene- 
alogy, interested the sculptor by its wild, and perhaps grotesque, yet not 
unfascinating peculiarity. He caught at it the more eagerly, as it afforded 
a shadowy and whimsical semblance of explanation for the likeness which 
he, with Miriam and Hilda, had seen or fancied, between Donatello and 
the Faun of Praxiteles. 

The Monte Beni family, as this legend averred, drew their origin from 
the Pelasgic race, who peopled Italy in times that may be called prehis- 
toric. It was the same noble breed of men, of Asiatic birth, that settled in 
Greece; the same happy and poetic kindred who dwelt in Arcadia, and — 
whether they ever lived such life or not — enriched the world with dreams, 
at least, and fables, lovely, if unsubstantial, of a Golden Age. In those 
delicious times, when deities and demigods appeared familiarly on earth, 
mingling with its inhabitants as friend with friend, — ^when nymphs, 
satyrs, and the whole train of classic faith or fable hardly took pains to 
hide themselves in the primeval woods, — at that auspicious period the 
lineage of Monte Beni had its rise. Its progenitor was a being not alto- 
gether human, yet partaking so largely of the gentlest human qualities, 
as to be neither awful nor shocking to the imagination. A sylvan creature, 
native among the woods, had loved a mortal maiden, and — ^perhaps by 
kindness, and the subtile courtesies which love might teach to his sim- 
plicity, or possibly by a ruder wooing — had won her to his haunts. In due 
time, he gained her womanly affection; and, making their bridal bower, 
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for aught we know, in the hollow of a great tree, the pair spent a happy 
wedded life in that ancient neighborhood where now stood Donatello^s 
tower. 

From this union sprang a vigorous progeny that took its place imques- 
tioned among human families. In that age, however, and long afterwards, 
it showed the ineffaceable lineaments of its wild paternity: pleas- 

Mt and kindly race of men, but capable of savage fierceness, and never 
quite'resfrainabl^S within the trammels of social law. They were strong, 
active, genial, cheerful as the sunshine, passionate as the tornado. Their 
lives were rendered blissful by an unsought harmony with nature. 

But, as centuries passed away, the Faun’s wild blood had necessarily 
been attempered with constant intermixtures from the more ordinary 
streams of human life. It lost many of its original qualities, and served, 
for the most part, only to bestow an unconquerable vigor, which kept the 
family from extinction, and enabled them to make their own part good 
throughout the perils and rude emergencies of their interminable descent. 
In the constant wars with which Italy was plagued, by the dissensions of 
her petty states and republics, there was a demand for native hardihood. 

The successive members of the Monte Beni family showed valor and 
policy enough, at all events, to keep their hereditary possessions out of 
the clutch of grasping neighbors, and probably differed very little from 
the other feudal barons with whom they fought and feasted. Such a de- 
gree of conformity with the manners of the generations, through which it 
survived, must have been essential to the prolonged continuance of the 
race. 

It is well known, however, that any hereditary peculiarity — ^as a super- 
numerary finger, or an anomalous shape of feature, like the Austrian lip 
— is wont to show itself in a family after a very wayward fashion. It skips 
at its own pleasure along the line, and, latent for half a century or so, 
crops out again in a great-grandson. And thus, it was said, from a p)eriod 
beyond memory or record, there had ever and anon been a descendant of 
the Monte Benis bearing nearly all the characteristics that were attri- 
buted to the original founder of the race. Some traditions even went sc 
far as to enumerate the ears, covered with a delicate fur, and shaped like 
a pointed leaf, among the proofs of authentic descent which were seen in 
these favored individuals. We appreciate the beauty of such tokens of a 
nearer kindred to the great family of nature than other mortals bear; but 
it would be idle to ask credit for a statement which might be deemed to 
partake so largely of the grotesque. 

But it was indisputable that, once in a century, or oftener, a son of 
Monte Beni gathered into himself the scattered qualities of his race, and 
reproduced the character that had been assigned to it from immemorial 
times. Beautiful, strong, brave, kindly, sincere, of honest impulses, and 
endowed with simple tastes and the love of homely pleasures, he was be- 
lieved to possess gifts by which he could associate himself with the wild 
things of the forests, and with the fowls of the air, and could feel a sym- 
pathy even with the trees, among which it was his joy to dwell. On the 
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othCT hgmdj therg we re deBci^ ncie^ both of intellect and heart, and es- 
^^lall y, as it seem^^, injthe develt^^ of the liigher portion of man’s 
natureTThese' delects were less perceptible in early youth, but showed 
themselves more strongly with advancing age, when, as the animal spirits 
settled down upon a lower level, the representative of the Monte Benis 
was apt to become sensual, addicted to gross pleasures, heavy, unsympa- 
thizing, and insulated within the narrow limits of a surly selfishness. 

A similar change, indeed, is no more than what we constantly observe 
to take place in persons who are not careful to substitute other graces for 
those which they inevitably lose along with the quick sensibility and joy- 
ous vivacity of youth. At worst, the reigning Count of Monte Beni, as his 
hair grew white, was still a jolly old fellow over his flask of wine, — the 
wine that Bacchus himself was fabled to have taught his sylvan ancestor 
how to express, and from what choicest grapes, which would ripen only 
in a certain divinely favored portion of the Monte Beni vineyard. 

The family, be it observed, we»*e both proud and ashamed of these 
legends; but whatever part of then' they might consent to incoporate into 
their ancestral history, they steadi y repudiated all that referred to their 
one distinctive feature, the pointed and furry ears. In a great many years 
pastj no sober credence had been yielded to the’ mythical portion of the 
pedigree. It mT^TT^owever, be considered as typifying some such assem- 
blage*^ qualities — in this case, chiefly remarkable for their simplicity 
and naturalness — ^as, when they reappear in successive generations, con- 
stitute what we call family character. The sculptor found, moreover, on 
the evidence of some old portraits, that the physical features of the race 
had long been similar to what he now saw them in Donatello. With ac- 
cumulating years, it is true, the Monte Beni face had a tendency to look 
grim and savage; and, in two or three instances, the family pictures glared 
at the spectator in the eyes like some surly animal, that had lost its good- 
humor when it outlived its playfulness. 

The young Count accorded his guest full liberty to investigate the per- 
sonal annals of these pictured worthies, as well as all the rest of his pro- 
genitors; and ample materials were at hand in many chests of worm- 
eaten papers and yellow parchments, that had been gathering into larger 
and dustier piles ever since the dark ages. But, to confess the truth, the 
information afforded by these musty documents was so much more pro- 
saic than what Kenyon acquired from Tomaso’s legends, that even the 
superior authenticity of the former could not reconcile him to its dulness. 

What especially delighted the sculptor was the analogy between Dona- 
tello’s character, as he himself knew it, and those peculiar traits which 
the old butler’s narrative assumed to have been long hereditary in the 
race. He was amused at finding, too, that not only Tomaso but the peas- 
antry of the estate and neighboring village recognized his friend as a gen- 
uine Monte Beni, of the original type. They seemed to cherish a great af- 
fection for the young Count, and were full of stories about his sportive 
childhood; how he had play^ among the little rustics, and been at once 
the wildest and the sweetest of them all; and how, in his very infancy, he 
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had plunged into the deep pools of the streamlets and never been 
drowned, and had clambered to the topmost branches of tall trees with- 
out ever breaking his neck. No such mischance could happen to the sylvan 
child, because, handling all the elements of nature so fearlessly and freely, 
nothing had either the power or the will to do him harm. 

He grew up, said these humble friends, the playmate not only of all 
mortal kind, but of creatures of the woods; although, when Kenyon 
pressed them for some particulars of this latter mode of companionship, 
they could remember little more than a few anecdoteis of a pet fox, which 
used to growl and snap at everybody save Donatello himself. 

But they enlarged — and never were weary of the theme — upon the 
blithesome effects of Donatello's presence in his rosy childhood and bud- 
ding youth. Their hovels had always glowed like sunshine when he en- 
tered them ; so that, as the peasants expressed it, their young master had 
never darkened a doorway in his life. He was the scul of vintage festivals. 
While he was a mere infant, scarcely able to run alone, it had been the 
custom to make him tread the wine-press with his tender little feet, if it 
were only to crush one cluster of the grapes. And the grape-juice that 
gushed beneath his childish tread, be it ever so small in quantity, sufficed 
to impart a pleasant flavor to a whole cask of wine. The race of Monte 
Beni — so these rustic chroniclers assured the sculptor — ^had possessed the 
gift from the oldest of old times of expressing good wine from ordinary 
grapes, and a ravishing liquor from the choice growth of their vineyard. 

In a word, as he listened to such tales as these, Kenyon could have im- 
agined that the valleys and hill-sides about him ivere a veritable Arcadia , 
and that Donatello was not merely a sylvan faun, but the genial wine- 
god in his very person. Making many allowances for the poetic fancies of 
Italian peasants, he set it down for fact, that liis friend, in a simple way, 
and among rustic folks, had been an exceedii'gly delightful fellow in his 
younger days. 

But the contadini sometimes added, shaking their heads and sighing, 
that the young Count was sadly changed .since he went to Rome. The 
village girls now missed the merry smile wit>i which he used to greet them. 

The sculptor inquired of his good friend Tomaso, whether he, too, had 
noticed the shadow which was said to have recently fallen over Dona- 
tello's life. 

‘^Ah, yes. Signore!" answered the old butler, ‘‘it is even so, since he 
came back from that wicked and miserable city. The world has grown 
either too evil, or else too wise and sad, for such men as the old Counts 
of Monte Beni used to be. His very first taste of it, as you see, has 
changed and spoilt my poor young lord. There had not been a single count 
in the family these hundred years or more, who was so true a Monte Beni, 
of the antique stamp, as this poor signorino; and now it brings the tears 
into my eyes to hear him sighing over a cup of Sunshine! Ah, it is a sad 
world now!" 

“Then you think there was a merrier world once?" asked Kenyon. 

“Surely, Signore," said Tomaso; ‘a merrier world, and merrier Counts 
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of Monte Beni to live in it! Such tales of them as I have heard, when 1 
was a child on my grandfather’s kneel The good old man remembered a 
lord of Monte Beni — at least, he had heard of such a one, though I will 
not make oath upon the holy crucifix that my grandsire lived in his time 
— who used to go into the woods and call pretty damsels out of the foun* 
tains, and out of the trunks of the old trees. That merry lord was known 
to dance with them a whole long summer afternoon! When shall we see 
such frolics in our days?” 

^^Not soon, I am afraid,” acquiesced the sculptor. “You are right, ex- 
cellent Tomaso ; the world is sadder now! ” 

And, in truth, while our friend smiled at these wild fables, he sighed in 
the same breath to think how the once genial earth produces, in every suc- 
cessive generation, fewer flowers than used to gladden the preceding ones. 
Not that the modes and seeming possibilities of human enjoyment are 
rarer in our refined and softened er i, — on the contrary, they never before 
were nearly so abundant, — ^but that mankind are getting so far beyond 
the childhood of their race that taey scorn to be happy any longer. A 
simple and joyous character can find no place for itself among the sage 
and sombre figures that would pi t his unsophisticated cheerfulness to 
shame. The entire system of man s affairs, as at present established, is 
built up jfurposely to exclude the careless and happy soul. The very chil- 
dTfen would upbraid the wretched individual who should endeavor to take 
life and the world as — what we might naturally suppose them meant for 
— Si place and opportunity for enjoyment. 

It is the iron rule in our day to require an object and a purpose in life. 
It makes us all parts of a complicated scheme of progress, which can only 
result in our arrival at a colder and drearier region than we were born in. 
It insists upon everybody’s adding somewhat — a mite, perhaps, but 
earned by incessant effort — to an accumulated pile of usefulness, of which 
the only use will be, to burden our posterity with even heavier thoughts 
and more inordinate labor than our own. No life now wanders like an un- 
fettered stream; there is a mill-wheel for the tiniest rKmlet to turn. We 
go all wrong, by too strenuous a resolution to go all right. 

Therefore it was — so, at least, the sculptor thought, although partly 
suspicious of Donatello’s darker misfortune — that the young Count 
found it impossible nowadays to be what his forefathers had been. He 
could not live their healthy life of animal spirits, in their sympathy with 
nature, and brotherhood with all that breathed around them. Nature, iir 
bijBast, fowl, and tree, and earth, flood, and sky, is what it wa5T»f okt; but 
sin, care, and self-consciousness have set the human portion of the world 
aStew; and thus the simplest character is ever the soonest to go astray. 

^‘At any rate, Tomaso,” said Kenyon, doing his best to comfort the old 
man, “let us hope that your young lord will still enjoy himself at vintage- 
time. By the aspect of the vineyard, I judge that this will be a famous 
year for the golden wine of Monte Beni. As long as your grapes produce 
that admirable liquor, sad as you think the world, neither the Count nor 
his guests will quite forget to smile.” 
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^^Ah, Signore/^ rejoined the butler with a sigh, ‘‘but he scarcely wets 
his lips with the sunny juice.’’ 

“There is yet another hope,” observed Kenyon; “the young Count may 
fall in love, and bring home a fair and laughing wife to chase the gloom 
out of yonder old, frescoed saloon. Do you think he could do a better 
thing, my good Tomaso?” 

“Maybe not. Signore,” said the sage butler, looking earnestly at him; 
“and, maybe, not a worse! ” 

The sculptor fancied that the good old man had it partly in his mind to 
make some remark, or communicate some fact, which, on second thoughts, 
he resolved to keep concealed in his own breast. He now took his depart- 
ure cellarward, shaking his white head and muttering to himself, and did 
not reappear till dinner-time, when he favored Kenyon, whom he had 
taken far into his good graces, with a choicer flask of Sunshine than had 
yet blessed his palate. 

To say the truth, this golden wine was no unnecessary ingredient to- 
wards making the life of Monte Beni palatable. It seemed a pity that 
Donatello did not drink a little more of it, and go jollily to bed at least, 
even if he should awake with an accession of darker melancholy the next 
morning. 

Nevertheless, there was no lack of outward means for leading an agree- 
able life in the old villa. Wandering musicians haunted the precincts of 
Monte Beni, where they seemed to claim a prescriptive right; they made 
the lawn and shrubbery tuneful with the sound of fiddle, harp, and flute, 
and now and then with the tangled squeaking of a bagpipe. Improwisat- 
ori likewise came and told tales or recited verses to the contadini — ^among 
whom Kenyon was often an auditor — ^after their day’s work in the vine- 
yard. Jugglers, too, obtained permission to do feats of magic in the hall, 
where they set even the sage Tomaso, and Stella, Girolamo, and the peas- 
ant-girls from the farm-house, all of a broad grin, between merriment and 
wonder. These good people got food and lodging for their pleasant pains, 
and some of the small wine of Tuscany, and a reasonable handful of the 
Grand Duke’s copper coin, to keep up the hospitable renown of Monte 
Beni. But very seldom had they the young Count as a listener or a spec- 
tator. 

There were sometimes dances by moonlight on the lawn, but never 
since he came from Rome did Donatello’s presence deepen the blushes of 
the pretty contadinas, or his footstep weary out the most agile partner or 
competitor, as once it was sure to do. 

Paupers — for this kind of vermin infested the house of Monte Beni 
worse than any other spot in beggar-haunted Italy — ^stood beneath all the 
windows, making loud supplication, or even establishing themselves on 
the marble steps of the grand entrance. They ate and drank, and filled 
their bags, and pocketed the little money that was given them, and went 
forth on their devious ways, showering blessings innumerable on the man- 
sion and its lord, and on the souls of his deceased forefathers, who had al- 
ways been just such simpletons as to be compassionate to beggary. But, in 
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spite of their favorable prayers, — ^by which Italian phUanthropists set 
great store, — a cloud seemed to hang over these once Arcadian precincts, 
and to be darkest around the summit of the tower where Donatello was 
wont to sit and brood. 


CHAPIER XXVII 

Myths 

After the sculptor^s arrival, howe /er, the young Count sometimes came 
down from his forlorn elevation, ai d rambled with him among the neigh- 
boring woods and hills. He led his riend to many enchanting nooks, with 
which he himself had been familiar in his childhood. But of late, as he re- 
marked to Kenyon, a sort of strangeness had overgrown them, like clus- 
ters of dark shrubbery, so that he hardly recognized the places which he 
had known and loved so well. 

To the sculptor’s eye, nevertheless, they were still rich with beauty. 
They were picturesque in that sweetly impressive way where wildness, in 
a long lapse of years, has crept over scenes that have been once adorned 
with the careful art and toil of man ; and when man could do no more for 
them, time and nature came, and wrought hand in hand to bring them to 
a soft and venerable perfection. There grew the fig-tree that had run wild 
and taken to wife the vine, which likewise had gone rampant out of all 
human control ; so that the two wild things had tangled and knotted them- 
selves into a wild marriage-bond, and hung their various progeny — the 
luscious figs, the grapes, oozy with the Southern juice, and both endowed 
with a wild flavor that added the final charm — on the same bough to- 
gether. 

In Kenyon’s opinion, never was any other nook so lovely as a certain 
little dell which he and Donatello visited. It was hollowed in among the 
hills, and open to a glimpse of the broad, fertile valley. A fountain had its 
birth here, and fell into a marble basin, which was all covered with moss 
and shaggy with water-weeds. Over the gush of the small stream, with an 
um in her arms, stood a marble nymph, whose nakedness the moss had 
kindly clothed as with a garment; and the long trails and tresses of the 
maidenhair had done what they could in the poor thing’s behalf, by hang- 
ing themselves about her waist. In former days — it might be a remote an- 
tiquity — ^this lady of the fountain had first received the infant tide into 
her urn and poured it thence into the marble basin. But now the sculp- 
tured um had a great crack from top to bottom ; and the discontented 
n)miph was compelled to see the basin fill itself through a channel which 
she could not control, although with water long ago consecrated to her. 
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For this reason, or some other, she looked terribly forlorn; and you 
might have fancied that the whole fountain was but the overflow of her 
lonely tears. 

^'This was a place that I used greatly to delight in,’’ remarked Dona- 
tello, sighing. ‘‘As a child, and as a boy, I have been very happy here.” 

“And, as a man, I should ask no fitter place to be happy in,” answered 
Kenyon. “But you, my friend, are of such a social nature, that I should 
hardly have thought these lonely haunts would take your fancy. It is a 
place for a poet to dream in, and people it with the beings of his imagina- 
tion.” 

“I am no poet, that I know of,” said Donatello, “but yet, as I tell you, 
I have been very happy here, in the company of this fountain and this 
nymph. It is said that a Faun, my oldest forefather, brought home hither 
to this very spot a human maiden, whom he loved and wedded. This 
spring of delicious water was their household well.” 

“It is a most enchanting fable!” exclaimed Kenyon; “that is, if it be 
not a fact.” 

“And why not a fact?” said the simple Donatello. “There is, likewise, 
another sweet old story connected with this spot. But, now that I remem- 
ber it, it seems to me more sad than sweet, though formerly the sorrow, in 
which it closes, did not so much impress me. If I had the gift of tale-tell- 
ing, this one would be sure to interest you mightily.” 

“Pray tell it,” said Kenyon; “no matter whether well or ill. These wild 
legends have often the most powerful charm when least artfully told.” 

So the young Count narrated a myth of one of his progenitors, — ^he 
might have lived a century ago, or a thousand years, or before the Chris- 
tian epoch, for anything that Donatello knew to the contrary, — who had 
made acquaintance with a fair creature belonging to this fountain. 
Whether woman or sprite was a mystery, as was all else about her, except 
that her life and soul were somehow interfused throughout the gushing 
water. She was a fresh, cool, dewy thing, sunny and shadowy, full of plea- 
sant little mischiefs, fitful and changeable with the whim of the moment, 
but yet as constant as her native stream, which kept the same gush and 
flow forever, while marble crumbled over and around it. The fountain 
woman loved the youth, — a knight, as Donatello called him, — for, ac- 
cording to the legend, his race was akin to hers. At least, whether kin or 
no, there had been friendship and sympathy of old betwixt an ancestor of 
his, with furry ears, and the long-lived lady of the fountain. And, after all 
those ages, she was still as young as a May morning, and as frolicsome as 
a bird upon a tree, or a breeze that makes merry with the leaves. 

She taught him how to call her from her pebbly source, and they spent 
many a happy hour together, more especially in the fervor of the summer 
days. For often as he sat waiting for her by the margin of the spring, she 
would suddenly fall down around him in a shower of sunny rain-drops, 
with a rainbow glancing through them, and forthwith gather herself up 
into the likeness of a beautiful girl, laughing — or was it the warble of the 
rill over the pebbles? — to see the youth’s amazement. 
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Thus, kind maiden that she was, the hot atmosphere became delicious • 
ly cool and fragrant for this favored knight; and, furthermore, when he 
knelt down to drink out of the spring, nothing was more common than for 
a pair of rosy lips to come up out of its little depths, and touch his mouth 
with the thrill of a sweet, cool, dewy kiss! 

^Tt is a delightful story for the hot noon of your Tuscan summer,” ob- 
served the sculptor, at this point. “But the deportment of the watery lady 
must have had a most chilling influence in midwinter. Her lover would 
find it, very literally, a cold reception! ” 

“I suppose,” said Donatello, rather sulkily, “you are making fun of the 
story. But I see nothing laughable in the thing itself, nor in what you say 
about it.” 

He went on to relate, that for a long while the knight found infinite 
pleasure and comfort in the friendship of the fountain nymph. In his mer- 
riest hours, she gladdened him with her sportive humor. If ever he was an- 
noyed with earthly trouble, she la d her moist hand upon his brow, and 
charmed the fret and fever quite av ay. 

But one day — one fatal noontide — the young knight came rushing with 
hasty and irregular steps to the accustomed fountain. He called the 
nymph ; but — no doubt because there was something unusual and fright- 
ful in his tone — she did not appear, nor answer him. He flung himself 
down, and washed his hands and bathed his feverish brow in the cool, 
pure water. And then, there was a sound of woe; it might have been a 
woman’s voice; it might have been only the sighing of the brook over the 
pebbles. The water shrank away from the youth’s bands, and left his brov 
as dry and feverish as before. — 

Donatello here came to a dead pause. 

“Why did the water shrink from this unhappy knight?” inquired the 
sculptor. 

“Because he had tried to wash off a blood-stain!” said the young 
Count, in a horror-stricken whisper. “The guilty man had polluted the 
pure water. The nymph might have comforted him in sorrow, but could 
not cleanse his conscience of a crime.” 

“And did he never behold her more?” asked Kenyon. 

“Never but once,” replied his friend. “He never beheld her blessed face 
but once again, and then there was a blood-stain on the poor nymph’s 
brow; it was the stain his guilt had left in the fountain where he tried to 
wash it off. He mourned for her his whole life long, and employed the best 
sculptor of the time to carve this statue of the nymph from his descrip- 
tion of her aspect. But, though my ancestor would fain have had the im- 
age wear her happiest look, the artist, unlike yourself, was so impressed 
with the mournfulness of the story, that, in spite of his best efforts, he 
made her forlorn, and forever weeping, as you see ! ” 

Kenyon found a certain charm in this simple legend. Whether so in- 
tended or not, he understood it as an apologue, typifying the soothing and 
.ggnial^ effects of an habitual intercourse with nature, in all ordinary cares 
an^'^iefs; while, on the other hand, her mild influences fall short in their 
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effect upon the ruder passions, and are altogether powerless in the dread 
fever-fit or deadly chill of guilt. 

^‘Do you say,’’ he asked, “that the nymph’s face has never since been 
shown to any mortal? Methinks you, by your native qualities, are as well 
entitled to her favor as ever your progenitor could have been. Why have 
you not summoned her?”’ 

“I called her often when I was a silly child,” answered Donatello; and 
he added, in an inward voice, “Thank Heaven, she did not come I ” 

“Then you never saw her?” said the sculptor. 

“Never in my lifel” rejoined the Count. “No, my dear friend, I hav^ 
not seen the nymph; although here, by her fountain, I used to make manj 
strange acquaintances; for, from my earliest childhood, I was familial 
with whatever creatures haunt the woods. You would have laughed to see 
the friends I had among them; yes, among the wild, nimble things, that 
reckon man their deadliest enemy! How it was first taught me, I cannot 
tell; but there was a charm — a voice, a murmur, a kind of chant — by 
which I called the woodland inhabitants, the furry people, and the feath- 
ered people, in a language that they seemed to understand.” 

“I have heard of such a gift,” responded the sculptor, gravely, “but 
never before met with a person endowed with it. Pray, try the charm; and 
lest I should frighten your friends away, I will withdraw into this thicket, 
and merely peep at them.” 

“I doubt,” said Donatello, “whether they will remember my voice now. 
It changes, you know, as the boy grows towards manhood.” 

Nevertheless, as the young Count’s good-nature and easy persuadabil- 
ity were among his best characteristics, he set about complying with Ken- 
yon’s request. The latter, in his concealment among the shrubberies, 
heard him send forth a sort of modulated breath, wild, rude, yet harmon- 
ious. It struck the auditor as at once the strangest and the most natural 
utterance that had ever reached his ears. Any idle boy, it should seem, 
singing to himself and setting his wordless song to no other or more def- 
inite tune than the play of his own pulses, might produce a sound almost 
identical with this; and yet, it was as individual as a murmur of the 
breeze. Donatello tried it, over and over again, with many breaks, at first, 
and pauses of uncertainty; then with more confidence, and a fuller swell, 
like a wayfarer groping out of obscurity into the light, and moving with 
freer footsteps as it brightens around him. 

Anon, his voice appeared to fill the air, yet not with an obtrusive clan- 
gor. The sound was of a murmurous character, soft, attractive, persuasive, 
friendly. The sculptor fancied that such might have been the original 
voice and utterance of the natural man, before the sophistication of the 
human intellect formed what we now call language. In this broad dialect 
— broad as the sympathies of nature — the human brother might have 
;«poken to his inarticulate brotherhood that prowl the woods, or soar upon 
the wing, and have been intelligible to such extent as to win their con- 
fidence. 

The sound had its pathos too. At some of its simple cadences, the tears 
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came quietly into Kenyon’s eyes. They welled up slowly from his heart, 
which was thrilling with an emotion more delightful than he had often 
felt before, but which he forbore to analyze, lest, if he seized it, it should 
at once perish in his grasp. 

Donatello paused two or three times, and seemed to listen; then, re- 
commencing, he poured his spirit and life more earnestly into the strain. 
And, finally, — or else the sculptor’s hope and imagination deceived him, 
— soft treads were audible upon the fallen leaves. There was a rustling 
among the shrubbery; a whir of wings, moreover, that hovered in the air. 
It may have been all an illusion; but Kenyon fancied that he could dis- 
tinguish the stealthy, cat-like movement of some small forest citizen, and 
that he could even see its doubtful shadow, if not really its substance. 
But, all at once, whatever might be the reason, there ensued a hurried 
rush and scamper of little feet; and then the sculptor heard a wild, sor- 
rowful cry, and through the crevices of the thicket beheld Donatello fling 
himself on the ground. 

Emerging from his hiding-place, he saw no living thing, save a brown 
lizard (it was of the tarantula species) rustling away through the sun- 
shine. To all present appearance, this venomous reptile was the only crea- 
ture that had responded to the yoimg Count’s efforts to renew his inter- 
course with the lower orders of nature. 

^^What has happened to you?” exclaimed Kenyon, stooping down over 
his friend, and wondering at the anguish which he betrayed. 

“Death, death!” sobbed Donatello. “They know it!” 

He grovelled beside the fountain, in a fit of such passionate sobbing and 
weeping, that it seemed as if his heart had broken, and spilt its wild sor- 
rows upon the ground. His unrestrained grief and childish tears made 
Kenyon sensible m .how small a degree the customs and restaints of so- 
cietv h ad realjiv acted upon this young man, in spite of the quietude of his 
or^imyjdfiporlnxent. In response to his friend’s efforts to console him, he 
Ifhurmured words hardly more articulate than the strange chant which he 
had so recently been breathing into the air. 

“They know it!” was all that Kenyon could yet distinguish, — “they 
know it! ” 

“Who know it?” asked the sculptor. “And what is it they know?” 

“They know it!” repeated Donatello, trembling. “They shun m e! All 
nature shrinksJraraiJie^ and shudders at me! I live in the midst of a curse, 
that hems me round with a circle of fire! No innocent thing can come 
Jearme.’^' 

“Be comforted, my dear friend,” said Kenyon, kneeling beside him. 
“You labor utider some illusion, but no curse. As for this strange, natural 
spell, which you have been exercising, and of which I have heard before, 
though I never believed in, nor expected to witness it, I am satisfied that 
you still possess it. It was my own half-concealed presence, no doubt, and 
some involuntary little movement of mine, that scared away yom forest 
friends.” 

“They are friends of mine no longer,” answered Donatello. 
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“We ^ of us, as we grow older,” rejoined Kenyon, “lose somewhat of 
>ur proximity to nature. It is the price we pay for experience.” 

'^A'^heavy price, then!” said Donatello, rising from the ground. “But 
«re will speak no more of it. Forget this scene, my dear friend. In your 
eyes, it must look very absurd. It is a grief, I presume, to all men, to find 
tiie pleasant privileges and properties of early life departing from them. 
That grief has now befallen me. Well; I shall waste no more tears for 
such a cause!” 

Nothing else made Kenyon so sensible of a change in Donatello, as his 
newly acquired power of dealing with his own emotions, and, after a 
struggle more or less fierce, thrusting them down into the prison-cells 
where he usually kept them confined. The restraint, which he now put 
upon himself, and the mask of dull composure which he succeeded in 
clasping over his still beautiful, and once faun-like face, affected the sen- 
litive sculptor more sadly than even the unrestrained passion of the pre- 
ceding scene. It is a very miserable epoch, when the evil necessities of life, 
in our tortuous world, first get the better of us so far as to compel us to 
attempt throwing a cloud over our transparency. Simplicity increases in 
value the longer we can keep it, and the further we carry it onward into 
life; the loss of a child’s simplicity, in the inevitable lapse of years, causes 
but a natural sigh or two, because even his mother feared that he could 
not keep it always. But after a young man has brought it through his 
childhood, and has still worn it in his bosom, not as an early dew-drop, 
but as a diamond of pure, white, lustre, — it is a pity to lose it, then. And 
thus^ when Kenyon saw how much his friend had now to hide, and how 
well he hid it, he would have wept, although his tears would have been 
even idler than those which Donatello had just shed. 

They parted on the lawn before the house, the Count to climb his tower, 
and the sculptor to read an antique edition of Dante, which he had found 
among some old volumes of Catholic devotion, in a seldom-visited room. 
Tomaso met him in the entrance-hall, and showed a desire to speak. 

“Our poor signorino looks very sad to-day! ” he said. 

“Even so, good Tomaso,” replied the sculptor. “Would that we could 
raise his spirits a little! ” 

“There might be means. Signore,” answered the old butler, “if one 
might but be sure that they were the right ones. We men are but rough 
nurses for a sick body or a sick spirit.” 

“Women, you would say, my good friend, are better,” said the sculptor, 
struck by an intelligence in the butler’s face. “That is possible! But it 
depends.” 

“Ah; we will wait a little longer,” said Tomaso, with the customary 
shake of his head. 
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CHAPTER XXVIII 

The Owl Tower 

“Will you not show me your tower? said the sculptor one day to his 
friend. 

‘Tt is plainly enough to be seen, methinks,’^ answered the Count, with 
a kind of sulkiness that often appeared in him, as one of the little symp- 
toms of inward trouble, 

‘‘Yes; its exterior is visible far and wide,^’ said Kenyon. “But such a 
gray, moss-grown tower as this, however valuable as an object of scenery, 
will certainly be quite as interesting inside as out. It cannot be less than 
six hundred years old; the founda ions and lower story are much older 
than that, I should judge; and trad tions probably cling to the walls with- 
in quite as plentifully as the gray and yellow lichens cluster on its face 
without.’’ 

“No doubt,” replied Donatello; ‘but I know little of such things, and 
never could comprehend the interest which some of you Forestieri take in 
them. A year or two ago an English signore, with a venerable white beard 
— they say he was a magician, too- — came hither from as far off as Flor- 
ence, just to see my tower.” 

“Ah, I have seen him at Florence,” observed Kenyon. “He is a necro- 
mancer, as you say, and dwells in an old mansion of the Knights Tem- 
plars, close by the Ponte Vecchio, with a great many ghostly books, pic- 
tures, and antiquities, to make the house gloomy, and one bright-eyed 
little girl, to keep it cheerful ! ” 

“I know him only by his white beard,” said Donatello; “but he could 
have told you a great deal about the tower, and the sieges which it has 
stood, and the prisoners who have been confined in it. And he gathered up 
all the traditions of the Monte Beni family, and, among the rest, the sad 
one which I told you at the fountain the other day. He had known mighty 
poets, he said, in his earlier life ; and the most illustrious of them would 
have rejoiced to preserve such a legend in immortal rhyme, — especially if 
he could have had some of our wine of Sunshine to help out his inspira- 
tion!” 

“Any man might be a poet, as well as Byron, with such wine and such a 
theme,” rejoined the sculptor. “But, shall we climb your tower? The 
thunder-storm gathering yonder among the hills will be a spectacle worth 
witnessing.” 

“Come, then,” said the Count, adding, with a sigh, “it has a weary 
staircase, and dismal chambers, and it is very lonesome at the summit! “ 

“Like a man’s life, when he has climbed to eminence,” remarked the 
sculptor; “or, let us rather say, with its difficult steps, and the dark pris- 
on-cells you speak of, your tower resembles the spiritual experience of 
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many a sinful soul, which, nevertheless, may struggle upward into the 
pure air and light of Heaven at last I 

Donatello sighed again, and led the way up into the tower. 

Mounting the broad staircase that ascended from the entrance-hall, 
they traversed the great wilderness of a house, through some obscure pas- 
sages, and came to a low, ancient doorway. It admitted them to a narrow 
turret-stair which zigzagged upward, lighted in its progress by loopholes 
and iron-barred windows. Reaching the top of the first flight, the Count 
threw open a door of worm-eaten oak, and disclosed a chamber that occu- 
pied the whole area of the tower. It ’^as most pitiably forlorn of aspect, 
with a brick-paved floor, bare holes through the massive walls, grated 
with iron, instead of windows, and for furniture an old stool, which in- 
creased the dreariness of the place tenfold, by suggesting an idea of its 
having once been tenanted. 

^^This was a prisoner’s cell in the old days,” said Donatello; “the white- 
bearded necromancer, of whom I told you, found out that a certain fa- 
mous monk was confined here, about five hundred years ago. He was a 
very holy man, and was afterwards burned at the stake in the Grand-du- 
cal Square at Firenze. There have always been stories, Tomaso says, of a 
hooded monk creeping up and down these stairs, or standing in the door- 
way of this chamber. It must needs be the ghost of the ancient prisoner. 
Do you believe in ghosts?” 

“I can hardly tell,” replied Kenyon; “on the whole, I think not.” 

“Neither do I,” responded the Count; “for, if spirits ever come back, I 
should surely have met one within these two months past. Ghosts never 
rise ! So much I know, and am glad to know it ! ” 

Following the narrow staircase still higher, they came to another room 
of similar size and equally forlorn, but inhabited by two personages of a 
race which from time immemorial have held proprietorship and occu- 
pancy in ruined towers. These were a pair of owls, who, being doubtless 
acquainted with Donatello, showed little sign of alarm at the entrance of 
visitors. They gave a dismal croak or two, and hopped aside into the dark- 
est comer, since it was not yet their hour to flap duskily abroad. 

“They do not desert me, like my other feathered acquaintances,” ob- 
served the young Count, with a sad smile, alluding to the scene which 
Kenyon had witnessed at the fountain-side. “When I was a wild, playful 
boy, the owls did not love me half so well.” 

He made no further pause here, but led his friend up another flight of 
steps; while, at every stage, the windows and narrow loopholes afforded 
Kenyon more extensive eyeshots over hill and valley, and allowed him to 
taste the cool purity of mid-atmosphere. At length they reached the top- 
most chamber, directly beneath the roof of the tower. 

“This is my own abode,” said Donatello ; “my own owl’s nest.” 

In fact, the room was fitted up as a bedchamber, though in a style of 
the utmost simplicity. It likewise served as an oratory; there being a cru- 
cifix in one comer, and a multitude of holy emblems, such as Catholics 
judge it necessary to help their devotion withal. Sever^ ugly little prints^ 
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representing the sufferings of the Saviour, and the martyrdoms of saints, 
hung on the wall ; and, behind the crucifix, there was a good copy of Ti- 
tian's Magdalen of the Pitti Palace, clad only in the flow of her golden 
ringlets. She had a confident look (but it was Titian's fault, not the peni- 
tent woman's) , as if expecting to win heaven by the free display of her 
earthly charms. Inside of a glass case appeared an image of the sacred 
Bambino, in the guise of a little waxen boy, very prettily made, reclining 
among flowers, like a Cupid, and holding up a heart that resembled a bit 
of red sealing-wax. A small vase of precious marble was full of holy water. 

Beneath the crucifix, on a table, lay a human skull, which looked as if 
it might have been dug up out of some old grave. But, examining it more 
closely, Kenyon saw that it was carved in gray alabaster, most skilfully 
done to the death, with accurate imitation of the teeth, the sutures, the 
empty eye-caverns, and the fragile little bones of the nose. This hideous 
emblem rested on a cushion of white marble, so nicely wrought that you 
seemed to see the impression of t le heavy skull in a silken and downy 
substance. 

Donatello dipped his fingers inte the holy-water vase, and crossed him- 
self. After doing so he trembled. 

“I have no right to make the sac ed symbol on a sinful breast! ’’ he said. 

*^On what mortal breast can it be made, then?" asked the sculptor. ‘Ts 
there one that hides no sin?" 

“But these blessed emblems make you smile, I fear," resumed the 
Count, looking askance at his friend. “You heretics, I know, attempt to 
pray without even a crucifix to kneel at," 

“I, at least, whom you call a heretic, reverence that holy symbol," an- 
swered Kenyon. “What I am most inclined to murmur at is this death's- 
head. I could laugh, moreover, in its ugly face! It is absurdly monstrous, 
my dear friend, thus to fling the deadweight of our mortality upon our im- 
mortal hopes. While we live on earth, 't is true, we must needs carry our 
skeletons about with us; but, for Heaven's sake, do not let us burden our 
spirits with them, in our feeble efforts to soar upward! Believe me, it will 
dhrange the whole aspect of death, if you can once disconnect it, in your 
idea, with that corruption from which it disengages our higher part." 

“I do not well understand you," said Donatello; and he took up the 
alabaster skull, shuddering, and evidently feeling it a kind of penance to 
touch it. “I only know that this skull has been in my family for centuries. 
Old Tomaso has a story that it was copied by a famous sculptor from the 
skull of that same unhappy knight who loved the fountain-lady, and lost 
her by a blood-stain. He lived and died with a deep sense of sin upon him, 
and, on his death-bed, he ordained that this token of him should go down 
to his posterity. And my forefathers, being a cheerful race of men in their 
naturaJ disposition, found it needful to have the skull often before theii 
eyes, because they dearly loved life and its enjoyments, and hated the 
very thought of death." 

“I am afraid," said Kenyon, “they liked it none the better, for seeing 
its face under this abominable mask." 
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Without further discussion, the Count led the way up one more flight 
of stairs, at the end of which they emerged upon the summit of the tower. 
The sculptor felt as if his being were suddenly magnified a hundred-fold ; 
so wide was the Umbrian valley that suddenly opened before him, set in 
its grand framework of nearer and more distant hills. It seemed as if all 
Italy lay under his eyes in that one picture. For there was the broad sun- 
ny smile of God, which we fancy to be spread over that favored land more 
abundantly than on other regions, and, beneath it, glowed a most rich and 
varied fertility. The trim vineyards were there, and the fig-trees, and the 
mulberries, and the smoky-hued tracts of the olive-orchards; there, too, 
were fields of every kind of grain, among which waved the Indian corn, 
putting Kenyon in mind of the fondly remembered acres of his father’s 
homestead. White villas, gray convents, church-spires, villages, towns, 
each with its battlemented walls and towered gateway, were scattered 
upon this spacious map ; a river gleamed across it ; and lakes opened their 
blue eyes in its face, reflecting heaven, lest mortals should forget that bet- 
ter land when they beheld the earth so beautiful. 

What made the valley look still wider was the two or three varieties of 
weather that were visible on its surface, all at the same instant of time. 
Here lay the quiet sunshine; there fell the great black patches of ominous 
shadow from the clouds; and behind them, like a giant of league-long 
strides, came hurrying the thunder-storm, which had already swept mid- 
way across the plain. In the rear of the approaching tempest, brightened 
forth again the sunny splendor, which its progress had darkened with so 
terrible a frown. 

All round this majestic landscape, the bald-peaked or forest-crowned 
mountains descended boldly upon the plain. On many of their spurs and 
midway declivities, and even on their summits, stood cities, some of them 
famous of old; for these had been the seats and nurseries of early art, 
where the flower of beauty sprang out of a rocky soil, and in a high, keen 
atmosphere, when the richest and most sheltered gardens failed to nourish 
it. 

‘‘Thank God for letting me again behold this scene! ” said the sculptor, 
a devout man in his way, reverently taking off his hat. “I have viewed it 
from many points, and never without as full a sensation of gratitude as 
my heart seems capable of feeling. How it strengthens the poor human 
spirit in its reliance on His providence, to ascend but this little way above 
the common level, and so attain a somewhat wider glimpse of His dealings 
hvith mankind! He doeth all things right! His will be done! ” 

“You discern something that is hidden from me,” observed Donatello, 
gloomily, yet striving with unwonted grasp to catch the analogies which 
so cheered Ws friend. “I see sunshine on one spot, and cloud in another, 
and no reason for it in either case. The sun on you; the cloud on me! 
What comfort can I draw from this?” 

“Nay; I cannot preach,” said Kenyon, “with a page of heaven and a 
page of earth spread wide open before us! Only begin to read it, and you 
will find it interpreting itself without the aid of words. It is a great mis- 
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take to try to put our best thoughts into human language. When we ascend 
into the higher regions of emotion and spiritual enjoyment, they are only 
expressible by such grand hieroglyphics as these around us.^^ 

They stood awhile, contemplating the scene; but, as inevitably happens 
after a spiritual flight, it was not long before the sculptor felt his wings 
flagging in the rarity of the upper atmosphere. He was glad to let himself 
quietly downward out of the mid-sky, as it were, and alight on the solid 
platform of the battleniented tower. He looked about him, and beheld 
growing out of the stone pavement, which formed the roof, a little shrub, 
with green and glossy leaves. It was the only green thing there; and Heav- 
en knows how its seeds had ever been planted, at that airy height, or how 
it had found nourishment for its small life in the chinks of the stones; for 
if had no earth, and nothing more like soil than the crumbling mortar, 
which had been crammed into the i revices in a long-past age. 

Yet the plant seemed fond of it' native site; and Donatello said it had 
always grown there, from his eai liest remembrance, and never, he be- 
lieved, any smaller or any larger th in they saw it now. 

wonder if the shrub teaches you any good lesson,’’ said he, observing 
the interest with which Kenyon ( xamined it. ‘Tf the wide valley has a 
great meaning, the plant ought t(* have at least a little one; and it has 
been growing on our tower long enough to have learned how to speak it.” 

‘^Oh, certainly! ” answered the sculptor; ^Hhe shrub has its moral, or it 
would have perished long ago. And, no doubt, it is for your use and edi- 
fication, since you have had it before your eyes all your lifetime, and now 
are moved to ask what may be its lesson.” 

^Tt teaches me nothing,” said the simple Donatello, stooping over the 
plant, and perplexing himself with a minute scrutiny. “But here was a 
worm that would have killed it; an ugly creature, which I will fling over 
the battlements.’’ 


CHAPTER XXIX 

On the Battlements 

The sculptor now looked through an embrasure, and threw down a bit of 
lime, watching its fall, till it struck upon a stone bench at the rocky foun- 
dation of the tower, and flew into many fragments. 

“Pray pardon me for helping Time to crumble away your ancestral 
walls,” said he. “But I am one of those persons who have a natural ten- 
dency to climb heights, and to stand on the verge of them, measuring the 
depth below. If I were to do just as I like, at this moment, I should fling 
myself down after that bit of lime. It is a very singular temptation, and 
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rU but irresistible; partly, I believe, because it might be so easily done, 
and partly because such momentous consequences would ensue, without 
my being compelled to wait a moment for them. Have you never felt this 
strange impulse of an evil spirit at your back, shoving you towards a pre- 
cipice?” 

“Ah, nol” cried Donatello, shrinking from the battlemented wall with 
a face of horror. “I cling to life in a way which you cannot conceive; it 
has been so rich, so warm, so sunny! — ^and beyond its verge, nothing but 
the chilly dark! And then a fall from a precipice is such an awful death! ” 

“Nay; if it be a great height,” said Kenyon, “ a man would leave his 
life in the air, and never feel the hard shock at the bottom.” 

“That is not the way with this kind of death! ” exclaimed Donatello, in 
a low, horror-stricken voice, which grew higher and more full of emotion 
as he proceeded. “Imagine a fellow-creature, — breathing, now, and look- 
ing you in the face, — and now tumbling down, down, down, with a long 
shriek wavering after him, all the way! He does not leave his life in the 
air! No; but it keeps in him till he thumps against the stones, a horribly 
long while; then he lies there frightfully quiet, a dead heap of bruised 
flesh and broken bones ! A quiver runs through the crushed mass ; and no 
more movement after that! No; not if you would give your soul to make 
him stir a finger! Ah, terrible! Yes, yes; I would fain fling myself down 
for the very dread of it, that I might endure it once for all, and dream of 
it no more!” 

“How forcibly, how frightfully you conceive this!” said the sculptor, 
aghast at the passionate horror which was betrayed in the Count’s words, 
and still more in his wild gestures and ghastly look. “Nay, if the height of 
your tower affects your imagination thus, you do wrong to trust yourself 
here in solitude, and in the night-time, and at all unguarded hours. You 
are not safe in your chamber. It is but a step or two; and what if a vivid 
dream should lead you up hither, at midnight, and act itself out as a 
reality!” 

Donatello had hidden his face in his hands, and was leaning against the 
parapet. 

“No fear of that! ” said he. “Whatever the dream may be, I am too gen- 
uine a coward to act out my own death in it.” 

The paroxysm passed away, and the two friends continued their desul- 
tory talk, very much as if no such interruption had occurred. Neverthe- 
less, it affected the sculptor with infinite pity to see this young man, who 
had been born to gladness as an assured heritage, now involved in a misty 
bewilderment of grievous thoughts, amid which he seemed to go stagger- 
iing blindfold. Kenyon, not without an unshaped suspicion of the definite 
ifact, knew that his condition must have resulted from the weight and 
Igloom of life, now first, through the agency of a secret trouble, making 
Ithemselves felt on a character that had heretofore breathed only an at- 
inosphere of joy. The effect of this hard lesson, upon Donatello’s intellect 
Imd disposition, was very striking. It was perceptible that he had already 
Md glimpses of strange and subtle matters in those dark caverns, into 
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which all men must descend, if they would know anything beneath the 
surface and illusive pleasures of existence. And when they emerge, though 
dazzled and blinded by the first glare of daylight, they take truer and sad- 
der views of life forever afterwards. 

From some mysterious source, as the sculptor felt assured, a soul had 
been inspired into the young Count’s simplicity, since their intercourse in 
Rome. He now showed a far deeper sense, and an intelligence that began 
to deal with high subjects, though in a feeble and chMish way. He 
©dnnedvlQ^.a niOT^ but developed out 

of grief and pain, and fearfully conscious of the pangs that had given it 
birth. Every hum an life , if it ascends to truth or delves down to reality, 
-JSlu^tJJndergo a similar change; but sometimes, perhaps, the instruction 
' comes without the sorrow; and of ener the sorrow teaches no lesscm that 
j^ith-US. Jn Donatello’s case, it was pitiful, and almost ludicrous, 
"to observe the confused struggle hat he made ; how completely he was 
taken by surprise; how ill-prepare( I he stood, on this old battle-field of the 
world, to fight with such an inevitible foe as mortal calamity, and sin for 
its stronger ally. 

“And yet,” thought Kenyon, “tlie poor fellow bears himself like a hero, 
too! If he would only tell me his trouble, or give me an opening to speak 
frankly about it, I might help him ; but he finds it too horrible to be ut- 
tered, and fancies himself the only mortal that ever felt the anguish of re- 
morse. Yes; he believes that nobody ever endured his agony before; so 
that — sharp enough in itself — it has all the additional zest of a torture 
just invented to plague him individually.” 

The sculptor endeavored to dismiss the painful subject from his mind; 
and, leaning against the battlements, he turned his face southward and 
westward, and gazed across the breadth of the valley. His thoughts flew 
far beyond even those wide boundaries, taking an air-line from Donatel- 
lo’s tower to another turret that ascended into the sky of the summer af- 
ternoon, invisibly to him, above the roofs of distant Rome. Then rose tu- 
multuously into his consciousness that strong love for Hilda, which it was 
his habit to confine in one of the heart’s inner chambers, because he had 
found no encouragement to bring it forv^^ard. But now, he felt a strange 
pull at his heartstrings. It could not have been more perceptible, if all the 
way between these battlements and Hilda’s dove-cote had stretched an 
exquisitely sensitive cord, which, at the hither end, was knotted with his 
aforesaid heartstrings, and, at the remoter one, was grasped by a gentle 
hand. His breath grew tremulous. He put his hand to his breast; so dis- 
tinctly did he seem to feel that cord drawn once, and again, and again, as 
if — though still it was bashfuly intimated — there were an importunate de- 
mand for his presence. Oh, for the white wings of Hilda’s doves, that he 
might have flown thither, and alighted at the Virgin’s shrine! 

But lovers, and Kenyon knew it well, project so lifelike a copy of their 
mistresses out of their own imaginations, that it can pull at the heart- 
strings almost as perceptibly as the genuine original. No airy intimations 
are to be trusted; no evidences of responsive affection less positive than 
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whispered and broken words, or tender pressures of the hand, allowed and 
half returned; or glances, that distil many passionate avowals into one 
gleam of richly colored light. Even these should be weighed rigorously, at 
the instant ; for, in another instant', the imagination seizes on them as its 
property, and stamps them with its own arbitrary value. But Hilda’s 
maidenly reserve had given her lover no such tokens, to be interpreted 
either by his hopes or fears. 

“Yonder, over mountain and valley, lies Rome,” said the sculptor; 
“shall you return thither in the autumn?” 

“Never! I hate Rome,” answered Donatello; “and have good cause.” 

“And yet it was a pleasant winter that we spent there,” observed Ken- 
yon, “and with pleasant friends about us. You would meet them again 
there, — all of them.” 

“All?” asked Donatello. 

“All, to the best of my belief,” said the sculptor ; “but you need not go 
to Rome to seek them. If there were one of those friends whose lifetime 
was twisted with your own, I am enough of a fatalist to feel assured that 
you will meet that one again, wander whither you may. Neither can we 
escape the companions whom Providence assigns for us, by climbing an 
j»ld tower like this.” 

“Yet the stairs are steep and dark,” rejoined the Count; “none but 
yourself would seek me here, or find me, if they sought.” 

As Donatello did not take advantage of this opening which his friend 
had kindly afforded him to pour out his hidden troubles, the latter again 
threw aside the subject, and returned to the enjoyment of the scene before 
him. The thunder-storm, which he had beheld striding across the valley, 
had passed to the left of Monte Beni, and was continuing its march to- 
wards the hills that formed the boundary on the eastward. Above the 
whole valley, indeed, the sky was heavy with tumbling vapors, inter- 
spersed with which were tracts of blue, vividly brightened by the sun; 
but, in the east, where the tempest was yet trailing its ragged skirts, lay a 
dusky region of cloud and sullen mist, in which some of the hills appeared 
of a dark-purple hue. Others became so indistinct, that the spectator could 
not tell rocky height from impalpable cloud. Far into this misty cloud-re- 
gion, however, — within the domain of chaos, as it were, — ^hill-tops were 
seen brightening in the sunshine ; they looked like fragments of the world, 
broken adrift and based on nothingness, or like portions of a sphere des- 
tined to exist, but not yet finally compacted. 

The sculptor, habitually drawing many of the images and illustrations 
of his thoughts from the plastic art, fancied that the scene represented the 
process of the Creator, when he held the new, imperfect earth in his hand, 
and modelled it. 

“What a magic is in mist and vapor among the mountains!” he ex- 
claimed. “With their help, one single scene becomes a thousand. The 
cloud-scenery gives such variety to a hilly landscape that it would be 
worth while to journalize its aspect from hour to hour. A cloud, however, 
—-as I have myself experienced, — is apt to vrow solid and as heavy as a 
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stone the instant that you take in hand to describe it. But in raj. own 
heart, I have found great use in clouds. Such silvery ones as those to the 
northward, for example, have often suggested sculpturesque groups, fig- 
ures, and attitudes; they are especially rich in attitudes of living repose, 
which a sculptor only hits upon by the rarest good fortune. When I go 
back to my dear native land, the clouds along the horizon will be my only 
gallery of art!” 

'^1 can see cloud-shapes, too,” said Donatello; “yonder is one that shifts 
strangely; it has been like people whom I knew. And now, if I watch it a 
little longer, it will take the figure of a monk reclining, with his cowl about 
his head and drawn partly over his lace, and — well! did I not tell you so?” 

“I think,” remarked Kenyon, “we can hardly be gazing at the same 
cloud. What I behold is a reclining, figure, to be sure, but feminine, and 
with a despondent air, wonderfully well expressed in the wavering outline 
from head to foot. It moves my vei y heart by something indefinable that 
it suggests.” 

“I see the figure, and almost the face,” said the Count; adding^ in a 
lower voice, “It is Miriam’s! ” 

“No, not Miriam’s,” answered the sculptor. 

While the two gazers thus found their own reminiscences and presenti- 
ments floating among the clouds, the day drew to its close, and now 
showed them the fair spectacle of an Italian sunset. The sky was soft and 
bright, but not so gorgeous as Kenyon had seen it, a thousand times, in 
America; for there the western sky is wont to be set aflame with breadths 
and depths of color with which poets seek in vain to dye their verses, and 
which painters never dare to copy. As beheld from the tower of Monte 
Beni, the scene was tenderly magnificent, with mild gradations of hue, 
and a lavish outpouring of gold, but rather such gold as we see on the leaf 
of a bright flower than the burnished glow of metal from the mine. Or, if 
metallic, it looked airy and unsubstantial, like the glorified dreams of an 
alchemist. And speedily — more speedily than in our own clime — came the 
twilight, and, brightening through its gray transparency, the stars. 

A swarm of minute insects that had been hovering all day round the 
battlements were now swept away by the freshness of a rising breeze. The 
two owls in the chamber beneath Donatello’s uttered their soft melan- 
choly cry, — which, with national avoidance of harsh sounds, Italian owls 
substitute for the hoot of their kindred in other countries, — and flew dar- 
kling forth among the shrubbery. A convent-bell rang out near at hand, 
and was not only echoed among the hills, but answered by another bell, 
and still another, which doubtless had farther and farther responses, at 
various distances along the valley; for, like the English drumbeat around 
the globe, there is a chain of convent-bells from end to end, and cross- 
wise, and in all possible directions over priest-ridden Italy. 

“Come,” said the sculptor, “the evening air grows cool. It is time to 
descend.” 

“Time for you, my friend,” replied the Count; and he hesitated a little 
before adding, “I must keep a vigil here for some hours lonrrer. It is my 
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frequent custom to keep vigils; and sometimes the thought occurs to me 
whether it were not better to keep them in yonder convent, the bell of 
which just now seemed to summon me. Should I do wisely, do you think, 
to exchange this old tower for a cell?” 

^'Whatl Turn monk?” exclaimed his friend. “A horrible ideal ” 

'True,” said Donatello, sighing. “Therefore, if at all, I purpose doing 
it.” 

“Then think of it no more, for Heaven’s sake!” cried the sculptor. 
“There are a thousand better and more poignant methods of being miser- 
able than that, if to be miserable is what you wish. Nay; I question 
whether a monk keeps himself up to the intellectual and spiritual height 
which misery implies. A monk — 1 judge from their sensual physiognomies, 
which meet me at every turn — is inevitably a beast ! Their souls, if they 
have any to begin with, perish out of them, before their sluggish, swinish 
Texistence is half done. Better, a million times, to stand star-gazing on 
these airy battlements, than to smother your new germ of a higher life in 
a monkish celll ” 

“You make me tremble,” said Donatello, “by your bold aspersion of 
men who have devoted themselves to God’s service! ” 

“They serve neither God nor man, and themselves least of all, though 
their motives be utterly selfish,” replied Kenyon. “Avoid the convent, my 
dear friend, as you would shun the death of the soul! But, for my own 
part, if I had an insupportable burden, — if, for any cause, I were bent 
upon sacrificing every earthly hope as a peace-offering towards Heaven, 
— I wqidd make the wide world my cell, and good deeds to mankind my 
gi^er. Many penitent men have done this, and found peace in it.” 

^^Ah7 but you are a heretic! ” said the Count. 

Yet his face brightened beneath the stars; and, looking at it through 
the twilight, the sculptor’s remembrance went back to that scene in the 
Capitol, where, both in features and expression, Donatello had seemed 
identical with the Faun. And still there was a resemblance; for now, when 
first the idea was suggested of living for the welfare of his fellow-creatures, 
the original beauty, which sorrow had partly effaced, came back elevated 
and spiritualized. In the black depths, the Faun had found a soul, and was 
s trugg ling with it towards the light of heaven. 

'’The"^ illumination, it is true, soon faded out of Donatello’s face. The 
idea ^qfjif e-long and unselfish effort was too high to be received by him 
mth more than a momentary comprehension. An Italian, indeed, seldom 
oreams of being philanthropic, except in bestowing alms among the pau- 
pers, who apped to his beneficence at every step ; nor does it occur to him 
that there are fitter modes of propitiating Heaven than by penances, pil- 
grimages, and offerings at shrines. Perhaps, too, their system has its share 
of moral advantages ; they, at all events, cannot well pride themselves, as 
our own more energetic benevolence is apt to do, upon sharing in the coun- 
sels of Providence and kindly helping out its otherwise impracticable de- 
signs. ' 

'And now the broad vdley twinkled with lights, that glimmered through 
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Its duskin^s, like the fire-flies in the garden of a Florentine pmlace. A 
gleam of lightning from the rear of the tempest showed the circumference 
of hills, and the great space between, as the last cannon-flash of a retreat- 
ing army reddens across the field where it has fought. The sculptor was on 
the point of descending the turret-stair, when, somewhere in the darkness 
that lay beneath them, a woman ^s voice was heard, singing a low, sad 
strain. 

‘^Harkl ” said he, laying his hand on Donatello’s arm. 

And Donatello had said, “Hark! ” at the same instant. 

The song, if song it could be called, that had only a wild rhythm, and 
flowed forth in the fitful measure of a wind-harp, did not clothe itself in 
the sharp brilliancy of the Italian tongue. The words, so far as they could 
be distinguished, were German, and therefore unintelligible to the Count, 
and hardly less so to the sculptor; being softened and molten, as it were, 
into the melancholy richness of the voice that sung them. It was as the 
murmur of a soul bewildered amid t he sinful gloom of earth, and retaining 
only enough memory of a better state to make sad music of the wail, 
which would else have been a despairing shriek. Never was there pro- 
founder pathos than breathed through that mysterious voice; it brought 
the tears into the sculptor’s eyes, with remembrances and forebodings of 
whatever sorrow he had felt or apprehended ; it made Donatello sob, as 
chiming in with the anguish that he found unutterable, and giving it the 
expression which he vaguely sought. 

But, when the emotion was at its profoundest depth, the voice rose out 
of it, yet so gradually that a gloom seemed to pervade it, far upward from 
the abyss, and not entirely to fall away as it ascended into a higher and 
purer region. At last, the auditors would have fancied that the melody, 
with its rich sweetness all there, and much of its sorrow gone, was floating 
around the very summit of the tower. 

“Donatello,” said the sculptor, when there was silence again, “had that 
voice no message for your ear?” 

“I dare not receive it,” said Donatello; “the anguish of which it spoke 
abides with me: the hope dies away with the breath that brought it hither. 
It is not good for me to hear that voice.” 

The sculptor sighed, and left the poor penitent keeping his vigil on the 
tower. 


CHAPTER XXX 

Donatello’s Bust 

Kenyon, it will be remembered, had asked Donatello’s permission to 
model his bust. The work had now made considerable progress, and neces- 
sarily kept the sculptor’s thoughts brooding much and often upon his 
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host’s personal characteristics. These it was his difficult office to bring out 
from their depths, and interpret them to all men, showing them what they 
could not discern for themselves, yet must be compelled to recognize at a 
glance, on the surface of a block of marble. 

He had never undertaken a portrait-bust which gave him so much trou- 
ble as Donatello’s; not that there was any special difficulty in hittir^i the 
likeness, though even in this respect the grace and harmony of the fea- 
tures seemed inconsistent with a prominent expression of individuality; 
but he was chiefly perplexed how to make this genial and kind type of 
countenance the index of the mind within. His acuteness and his sym- 
pathies, indeed, were both somewhat at fault in their efforts to enlighten 
him as to the moral phase through which the Count was now passing. If 
at one sitting he caught a glimpse of what appeared to be a genuine and 
permanent trait, it would probably be less perceptible on a second occa- 
sion, and perhaps have vanished entirely at a third. So evanescent a show 
of character threw the sculptor into despair; not marble or clay, but cloud 
and vapor, was the material in which it ought to be represented. Even the 
ponderous depression which constantly weighed upon Donatello’s heart 
could not compel him into the kind of repose which the plastic art re- 
quires. 

Hopeless of a good result, Kenyon gave up all preconceptions about the 
ch^cl^ Of his subject, and let his hands work uncontrolled with the clay, 
somewhat as a spiritual medium, while holding a pen, yields it to an un- 
seen guidance other than that of her own will. Now and then he fancied 
that this plan was destined to be the successful one. A skill and insight be- 
yond his consciousness seemed occasionally to take up the task. The mys- 
tery, the miracle, of imbuing an inanimate substance with thought, feel- 
ing, and all the intangible attributes of the soul, appeared on the verge of 
being wrought. And now, as he flattered himself, the true image of his 
friend was about to emerge from the facile material, bringing with it more 
of Donatello’s character than the keenest observer could detect at any 
one moment in the face of the original. Vain expectation! some touch, 
whereby the artist thought to improve or hasten the result, interfered with 
the design of his unseen spiritual assistant, and spoilt the whole. There 
was still the moist, brown clay, indeed, and the features of Donatello, but 
without any semblance of intelligent and sympathetic life. 

^^The difficulty will drive me mad, I verily believe! ” cried the sculptor, 
nervously. 'Took at the wretched piece of work yourself, my dear friend, 
and tell me whether you recognize any manner of likeness to your inner 
man?” 

“None,” replied Donatello, speaking the simple truth. “It is like look- 
ing a stranger in the face.” 

This frankly unfavorable testimony so wrought with the sensitive ar- 
tist, that he fell into a passion with the stubborn image, and cared not 
what might happen to it thenceforward. Wielding that wonderful power 
which sculptors possess over moist clay, however refractory it may show 
itself in certain respects, he compressed, elongated, widened, and other- 
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wise altered the features of the hust in mere recklessness, and at every 
change inquired of the Count whether the expression became anywise 
more satisfactory. 

^^Stop!’’ cried Donatello, at last, catching the sculptor^s hand. ^^Let it 
remain so!’^ 

_By some accidental handling of the clay, entirely independent of his 
own will, Kenyon had given the countenance a distorted and violent loc4c. 
combining animal fierceness with intelligent hatred. Had Hilda, or had 
Miriam, seen the bust, with the expression which it had now assun^ed. 
they might have recognized Donatello’s face as they beheld it at that ter- 
rible moment when he held his victim over the edge of the precipice. 

^^What have I done?” said the sculptor, shocked at his own casual pro- 
duction. ‘^It were a sin to let the clay which bears your features harden 
into a look like that. Cain never woie an uglier one.” 

“For that very reason, let it rei lain!” answered the Count, who had 
grown pale as ashes at the aspect oi his crime, thus strangely presented to 
him in another of the many guises i nder which guilt stares the criminal in 
the face. “Do not alter it! Chisel it rather, in eternal marble! I will set it 
up in my oratory and keep it continually before my eyes. Sadder and more 
horrible is a face like this, alive wi h my own crime, than the dead skull 
which my forefathers handed down to me! ” 

But, without in the least heeding Donatello’s remonstrances, the sculp- 
tor again applied his artful fingers to the clay, and compelled the bust to 
dismiss the expression that had so startled them both. 

“Believe me,” said he, turning his eyes upon his friend, full of grave 
and tender sympathy, “you know not what is requisite for your spiritual 
growth, seeking, as you do, to keep your soul perpetually in the unwhole- 
some region of remorse. It was needful for you to pass through that dark 
valley, but it is infinitely dangerous to linger there too long; there is poi 
son in the atmosphere, when we sit down and brood in it, instead of gird- 
ing up our loins to press onward. Not despondency, not slothful anguish, 
is what you now require, — but effort! Has there been an unalterable evil 
in your young life? Then crowd it out with good, or it will lie corrupting 
there forever, and cause your capacity for better things to partake its 
noisome corruption! ” 

“You stir up many thoughts,” said Donatello, pressing his hand upon 
his brow, “but the multitude and the whirl of them make me dizzy.” 

They now left the sculptor’s temporary studio, without observing that 
his last accidental touches, with which he hurriedly effaced the look of 
deadly rage, had given the bust a higher and sweeter expression than it 
had hitherto worn. It is to be regretted that Kenyon had not seen it; foi 
only an artist, perhaps, can conceive the irksomeness, the irritation of 
brain, the depression of spirits, that resulted from his failure to satisfy 
himself, after so mudh toil and thought as he had bestowed on Donatello’s 
bust. In case of success, indeed, all this thoughtful toil would have been 
reckoned, not only as well bestowed, but as among the happiest hours of 
his life; whereas, deeming himself to have f^iiled, it was just so much ol 
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life that had better never have been lived ; for thus does the good or ill re- 
sult of his labor throw back sunshine or gloom upon the artist’s mind. The 
sculptor, therefore, would have done well to glance again at his work ; for 
here were still the features of the antique Faun, but now illuminated with 
a higher meaning, such as the old marble never bore. 

Donatello having quitted him, Kenyon spent the rest of the day stroll- 
ing about the pleasant precincts of Monte Beni, where the summer was 
now so far advanced that it began, indeed, to partake of the ripe wealth of 
autumn. Apricots had long been abundant, and had passed away, and 
plums and cherries along with them. But now came great, juicy pears, 
melting and delicious, and peaches of goodly size and tempting aspect, 
though cold and watery to the palate, compared with the sculptor’s rich 
reminiscences of that fruit in America. The purple figs had already en- 
joyed their day, and the white ones were luscious now. The contadini 
(who, by this time, knew Kenyon well) found many clusters of ripe 
grapes for him, in every little globe of which was included a fragrant 
draught of the sunny Monte Beni wine. 

Unexpectedly, in a nook, close by the farm-house, he happened upon a 
spot where the vintage had actually commenced. A great heap of early rip- 
ened grapes had been gathered, and thrown into a mighty tub. In the mid- 
dle of it stood a lusty and jolly contadino, nor stood, merely, but stamped 
with all his might, and danced amain ; while the red juice bathed his feet, 
and threw its foam midway up his brown and shaggy legs. Here, then, was 
the very process that shows so picturesquely in Scripture and in poetry, of 
treading out the wine-press and dyeing the feet and garments with the 
crimson effusion as with the blood of a battle-field. The memory of the 
process does not make the Tuscan wine taste more deliciously. The con- 
tadini hospitably offered Kenyon a sample of the new liquor, that had al- 
ready stood fermenting for a day or two. He had tried a similar draught, 
however, in years past, and was little inclined to make proof of it again ; 
for he knew that it would be a sour and bitter juice, a wine of woe and 
tribulation, and that the more a man drinks of such liquor, the sorrier he 
is likely to be. 

The scene reminded the sculptor of our New England vintages, where 
the big piles of golden and rosy apples lie under the orchard trees, in the 
mild, autumnal sunshine; and the creaking cider-mill, set in motion by a 
circumgyratory horse, is all a-gush with the luscious juice. To speak 
frankly, the cider-making is the more picturesque sight of the two, and the 
new, sweet cider an infinitely better drink than the ordinary, unripe Tus- 
can wine. Such as it is, however, the latter fills thousands upon thousands 
of small, flat barrels, and, still growing thinner and sharper, loses the little 
life it had, as wine, and becomes apotheosized as a more praiseworthy 
vinegar. 

Yet all these vineyard scenes, and the processes connected with the cul- 
ture of the grape, had a flavor of poetry about them. The toil that pro- 
duces those kindly gifts of nature which are not the substance of life, but 
its luxury, is unlike other toil. We are inclined to fancy that it does not 
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bend the sturdy frame and stiffen the overwrought muscles, like the labor 
that is devoted in sad, hard earnest to raise grain for sour bread. Certain- 
ly, the sunburnt young men and dark-cheeked, laughing girls, who weeded 
the rich acres of Monte Beni, might well enough have passed for inhabi- 
tants of an unsophisticated Arcadia. Later in the season, when the true 
vintage-time should come, and the wine of Sunshine gush into the vats, it 
was hardly too wild a dream that Bacchus himself might revisit the haunts 
which he loved of old. But, alas! where now would he find the Faun with 
whom we see him consorting in so many an antique group? 

Donatello’s jremqr^eful anguish saddened this primitive and delightful 
lif^XSiyon Bad a pain of his own, moreover, although not all a pain, in 
lEe never-quiet, never-satisfied yearning of his heart towards Hilda. He 
was authorized to use little freedom towards that shy maiden, even in his 
visions; so that he almost reproached himself when sometimes his imagi- 
nation pictured in detail the sweet years that they might spend together, 
in a retreat like this. It had just that rarest quality of remoteness from 
the actual and ordinary world — a f*emoteness through which all delights 
might visit them freely, sifted fron- all troubles — which lovers so reason- 
ably insist upon, in their ideal arraagements for a happy union. It is pos- 
sible, indeed, that even Donatello’s grief and Kenyon’s pale, sunless affec- 
.tlQuJent a charm to Monte Beni, which it would not have retained amid 
a more abundant joyousness. The sculptor strayed amid its vineyards and 
orchards, its dells and tangled shrubberies, with somewhat the sensations 
of an adventurer who should find his way to the site of ancient Eden, and 
behold its loveliness through the transparency of that gloom which has 
been brooding over those haunts of innocence ever since the falL Adam 
saw it in a brighter sunshine, ^ut never knew the shade of pensive beauty 
which Eden won from his expulsion. 

Tt was in the decline of the afternoon that Kenyon returned from his 
long, musing ramble. Old Tomaso — ^between whom and himself for some 
time past there had been a mysterious understanding, — met him in the 
entrance-hall, and drew him a little aside. 

“The signorina would speak with you,” he whispered. 

“In the chapel?” asked the sculptor. 

“No; in the saloon beyond it,” answered the butler: “the entrance — 
you once saw the signorina appear through it — is near the altar, hidden 
behind the tapestry.” 

Kenyon lost no time in obeying the summons. 
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CHAPTER XXXI 

The Marble Saloon 

In an old Tuscan villa, a chapel ordinarily makes one among the numer- 
ous apartments; though it often happens that the door is permanently 
closed, the key lost, and the place left to itself, in dusty sanctity, like that 
chamber in man’s heart where he hides his religious awe. This was very 
much the case with the chapel of Monte Beni. One rainy day, however, in 
his wanderings through the great, intricate house, Kenyon had unexpect- 
edly found his way into it, and been impressed by its solemn aspect. The 
arched windows, high upward in the wall, and darkened with dust and 
cobweb, threw down a dim light that showed the altar, with a picture of a 
martyrdom above, and some tall tapers ranged before it. They had appar- 
ently been lighted, and burned an hour or two, and been extinguished pel - 
haps half a century before. The marble vase at the entrance held some 
hardened mud at the bottom, accruing from the dust that had settled in it 
during the gradual evaporation of the holy water; and a spider (being an 
insect that delights in pointing the moral of desolation and neglect) had 
taken pains to weave a prodigiously thick tissue across the circular brim. 
An old family banner, tattered by the moths, drooped from the vaulted 
roof. In niches there were some mediaeval busts of Donatello’s forgotten 
ancestry; and among them, it might be, the forlorn visage of that hapless 
knight between whom and the fountain-nymph hac^ occurred such tender 
love-passages. 

Throughout all the jovial prosperity of Monte Beni, this one spot with- 
in the domestic walls had kept itself silent, stern, and sad. When the indi- 
vidual or the family retired from song and mirth, they here sought those 
realities which men do not invite their festive associates to share. And 
hjre, on the occasion above referred to, the sculptor had discovered — ac- 
cidentally, so far as he was concerned, though with a purpose on her part 
— that there was a guest under Donatello’s roof, whose presence the Count 
did not suspect. An interview had since taken place, and he was now sum- 
moned to another. 

He crossed the chapel, in compliance with Tomaso’s instructions, and, 
passing through the side entrance, found himself in a saloon, of no great 
size, but more magnificent than he had supposed the villa to contain. As 
it was vacant, Kenyon had leisure to pace it once or twice, and examine it 
with a careless sort of scrutiny, before any person appeared. 

This beautiful hall was floored with rich marbles, in artistically ar- 
ranged figures and compartments. The walls, likewise, were almost entire- 
ly cased in marble of various kinds, the prevalent variety being giallo an- 
tico, intermixed with verd-antique, and others equally precious. The 
splendor of the giallo antico, however, was what gave character to the sa- 
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loon; and the large and deep niches, apparently intended for fuil-leiigth 
statues, along the walls, were lined with the same costly material. With- 
out visiting Italy, one can have no idea of the beauty and magnificence 
that are produced by these fittings-up of polished marble. Without such 
experience, indeed, we do not even know what marble means, in any sense, 
save as the white limestone of which we carve our mantel-pieces. This rich 
hall of Monte Beni, moreover, was adorned, at its upper end, with two pil- 
lars that seemed to consist of Oriental alabaster; and wherever there was 
a space vacant of precious and variegated marble, it was frescoed with or- 
naments in arabesque. Above, there was a coved and vaulted ceiling, glow- 
ing with pictured scenes, which affected Kenyon with a vague sense of 
splendor, without his twisting his neck to gaze at them. 

It is one of the special excellences of such a saloon of polished and rich- 
ly colored marble, that decay can never tarnish it. Until the house crum- 
bles down upon it, it shines indestructibly, and, with a little dusting, looks 
just as brilliant in its three hundredth year as the day after the final slab 
of giallo antico was fitted into the wall. To the sculptor, at this first view 
of it, it seemed a hall where the suii was magically imprisoned, and must 
always shine. He anticipated Miriam’s entrance, arrayed in queenly robes, 
and beaming with even more than t ie singular beauty that had heretofore 
distinguished her. 

While this thought was passing through his mind, the pillared door, at 
the upper end of the saloon, was partly opened, and Miriam appeared. 
She was very pale, and dressed in deep mourning. As she advanced to- 
wards the sculptor, the feebleness of her step was so apparent that he 
made haste to meet her, apprehending that she might sink down on the 
marble floor, without the instant support of his arm. 

But, with a gleam of her natural self-reliance, she declined his aid, and, 
after touching her cold hand to his, went and sat down on one of the cush- 
ioned divans that were ranged against the wall. 

“You are very ill, Miriam! ” said Kenyon, much shocked at her appear- 
ance. “I had not thought of this.’' 

“No; not so ill as I seem to you,” she answered; adding despondently, 
“yet I am ill enough I believe, to die, unless some change speedily occurs.” 

“What, then, is your disorder?” asked the sculptor; “and what the 
remedy?” 

“The disorder! ” repeated Miriam. “There is none that I know of save 
too much life and strength, without a purpose for one or the other. It is 
my too redundant energy that is slowly — or perhaps rapidly — wearing me 
away, because I can apply it to no use. The object, which I am bound to 
consider my only one on earth, fails me utterly. The sacrifice which I 
yearn to make of myself, my hopes, my everything, is coldly put aside 
Nothing is left for me but to brood, brood, brood, all day, all night, in un 
profitable longings and repinings.” 

“This is very sad, Miriam,” said Kenyon. 

“Ay, indeed; I fancy so,” she replied, with a short unnatural laugh. 

“With all your activity of mind,” resumed he, “so fertile in plans as f 
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have known you, can you imagine no method of bringing your resources 
into play?” 

“My mind is not active any longer,” answered Miriam, in a cold, indif- 
ferent tone. “It deals with one thought and no more. One recollection par- 
alyzes it. It is not remorse; do not think it! I put myself out of the ques- 
tion, and feel neither regret nor penitence on my own behalf. But what 
benumbs me, what robs me of all power, — it is no secret for a woman to 
teU a man, yet I care not though you know it, — is the certainty that I am, 
and must ever be, an object of horror in Donatello’s sight.” 

The sculptor — a young man, and cherishing a love which insulated him 
from the wild experiences which some men gather — was startled to per- 
ceive how Miriam’s rich, ill-regulated nature impelled her to fling herself, 
conscience and all, on one passion, the object of which intellectually 
seemed far beneath her. 

“How have you obtained the certainty of which you speak?” asked he, 
after a pause. 

“Oh, by a sure token,” said Miriam; “a gesture, merely; a shudder, a 
cold shiver, that ran through him one sunny morning when his hand hap- 
pened to touch mine ! But it was enough.” 

“I firmly believe, Miriam,” said the sculptor, “that he loves you still.” 

She started, and a flush of color came tremulously over the paleness of 
her cheek. 

“Yes,” repeated Kenyon, “if my interest in Donatello — ^and in yourself, 
Miriam — endows me with any true insight, he not only loves you still, but 
with a force and depth proportioned to the stronger grasp of his faculties, 
in their new development.” 

“Do not deceive me,” said Miriam, growing pale again. 

“Not for the world!” replied Kenyon. “Here is what I take to be the 
truth. There was an intervad, no doubt, when the horror of some calamity, 
which I need not shape out in my conjectures, threw Donatello into a stu- 
por of misery. Connected with the first shock there was an intolerable pain 
and shuddering repugnance attaching themselves to all the circumstances 
and surroundings of the event that so terribly affected him. Was his dear- 
est friend involved within the horror of that moment? He would shrink 
from her as he shrank most of all from himself. But as his mind roused it- 
self, — ^as it rose to a higher life than he had hitherto experienced, — what- 
ever had been true and permanent within him revived by the self-same 
impulse. So has it been with his love.” 

“But, surely,” said Miriam, “he knows that I am here! Why, then, ex- 
cept that I am odious to him, does he not bid me welcome?” 

“He is, I believe, aware of your presence here,” answered the sculptor. 
“Your song, a night or two ago, must have revealed it to him, and, in 
truth, I had fancied that there was already a consciousness of it in his 
mind. But, the more passionately he longs for your society, the more re- 
ligiously he deems himself bound to avoid it. The idea of a l ifedoxig pen- 
taken strong possession of DonatelloTlIegropes blindly about 
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];uirLiQr scone method, olshaip self torture, and finds, of course^ no other 
so efficacious as this/’ 

“But, he loves me,” repeated Miriam, in a low voice, to herself. “Yes; 
he loves me!” 

It was strange to observe the womanly softness that came over her, as 
she admitted that comfort into her bosom. The cold, unnatural indiffer- 
ence of her manner, a kind of frozen passionateness which had shocked 
and chilled the sculptor, disappeared. She blushed, and turned away her 
eyes, knowing that there was more surprise and joy in their dewy glances 
than any man save one ought to detect there. 

“In other respects,” she inquired at length, “is he much changed?” 

“A wonderful process is going forward in Donatello’s mind,” answered 
the sculptor. “The germs of faculties that have heretofore slept are fast 
springing into activity. The world of thou^t is disclosing itself to his in- 
waH sigElTTO me, at times, with his p)erception of deep truths; 

and, quite as often, it must be owned, he compels me to smile by the inter- 
mixture of his former simplicity wi^h a new intelligence. But, he is bewil- 
dered with the revelations that eacli day brings. Qut of his bitter agony,^ 
soul and intellect^ I could almost sa^v, have been inspired into him.” 

“Ah, I could help him here!” cried Miriam, clasping her hands. “And 
how sweet a toil and bend and adapt my whole nature to do him good! To 
instruct, to elevate, to enrich his mind with the wealth that would flow in 
upon me, had I such a motive for acquiring it! Who else can perform the 
task? Who else has the tender sympathy which he requires? Who ^Ise^ 
save onl y me, — woman, a sharer in the same dread secret, a partaker in 
one identical guilt, — could meet him on such terms of intimate equality 
as the case demands? With this object before me, I might feel a right to 
live ! Without it, it is a shame for me to have lived so long.” 

“I fully agree with you,” said Kenyon, “that your true place is by his 
side.” 

“Surely it is,” replied Miriam. “If Donatello is entitled to aught on 
earth, it is to my complete self-sacrifice for his sake. It does not weaken 
his claim, methinks, that my only prospect of happiness — a fearful word, 
however — lies in the good that may accrue to him from our intercourse. 
But he rejects me! He will not listen to the whisper of his heart, telling 
him that she, most wretched, who beguiled him into evil, might guide him 
to a higher innocence than that from which he fell. How is this first, great 
difficulty to be obviated?” 

“It lies at your own option, Miriam, to do away the obstacle, at any 
moment,” remarked the sculptor. “It is but to ascend Donatello’s tower, 
and you will meet him there, under the eye of God.” 

“I dare not,” answered Miriam. “No; I dare not! ” 

“Do you fear,” asked the sculptor, “the dread eye-witness whom I have 
named?” 

“No; for, as far as I can see into that cloudy and inscrutable thing, my 
heart, it has none but pure motives,” replied Miriam. “But. my friend. 
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you little know what a weak or what a strong creature a woman is I I fear 
not Heaven, in this case, at least, but — shall I confess it? — I am greatly 
in dread of Donatello. Once he shuddered at my touch. If he shudder 
once again, or frown, I die! ” 

Kenyon could not but marvel at the subjection into which this proud 
and self-dependent woman had wilfully flung herself, hanging her life 
upon the chance of an angry or favorable regard from a person who, a lit- 
tle while before, had seemed the plaything of a moment. But, in Miriam^s 
tyeSj Donatello was always, thenceforth, invested with the tragic dignity 
of their hour of crime ; and, furthermore, the keen and deep insight, with 
which her love endowed her, enabled her to know him far better than he 
could be known by ordinary observation. Beyond all question, since she 
loved him so, there was a force in Donatello worthy of her respect and 
love. 

“You see my weakness,’' said Miriam, flinging out her hands, as a per- 
son does when a defect is acknowledged, and beyond remedy. “What I 
need, now, is an opportunity to show my strength.” 

“It has occurred to me,” Kenyon remarked, “that the time is come 
when it may be desirable to remove Donatello from the complete seclu- 
sion in which he buries himself. He has struggled long enough with one 
idea. He now needs a variety of thought, which cannot be otherwise so 
readily supplied to him, as through the medium of a variety of scenes. His 
mind is awakened, now; his heart, though full of pain, is no longer be- 
numbed. They should have food and solace. If he linger here much longer, 
I fear that he may sink back into a lethargy. The extreme excitability, 
which circumstances have imparted to his moral system, has its dangers 
and its advantages; it being one of the dangers, that an obdurate scar 
vffiay supervene upon its very tenderness. Solitude has done what it could 
for him; now, for a while, let him be enticed into the outer world.” 

“What is your plan, then?” asked Miriam. 

“Simply,” replied Kenyon, “to persuade Donatello to be my compan- 
ion in a ramble among these hills and valleys. The little adventures and 
vicissitudes of travel will do him infinite good. After his recent profound 
experience, he will re-create the world by the new eyes with which he will 
regard iU He will escape, I hope, out of a morbid life, and find his way 
iStb aTiealthy one.” 

“And what is to be my part in this process?” inquired Miriam, sadly, 
and not without jealousy. “You are taking him from me, and putting 
yourself, and all manner of living interests, into the place which I ought 
to fill!” 

“It would rejoice me, Miriam, to yield the entire responsibility of this 
office to yourself,” answered the sculptor. “I do not pretend to be the 
guide and counsellor whom Donatello needs; for, to mention no other ob- 
stacle, I am a man, and between man and man there is always an insuper- 
able gulf. They can never quite grasp each other’s hands; and therefore 
man never derives any intimate help, any heart sustenance, from his 
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brother man, but from woman , — his mother, his sister, or his wife. Be 
Donatello^s friend at need, therefore, and most gladly will I resign him! 

^^It is not kind to taunt me thus,’’ said Miriam. “I have told you that I 
cannot do what you suggest, because I dare not.” 

^Well, then,” rejoined the sculptor, ^'see if there is any possibility of 
adapting yourself to my scheme. The incidents of a journey often fling 
people together in the oddest and therefore the most natural way. Sup- 
posing you were to find yourself on the same route, a reunion with Dona- 
tello might ensue, and Providence have a larger hand in it than either of 
us.” 

^Tt is not a hopeful plan,” said Miriam, shaking her head, after a mo- 
ment’s thought; “yet I will not reiect it without a trial. Only in case it 
fail, here is a resolution to which ] bind myself, come what come may! 
You know the bronze statue of Pope Julius in the great square of Per- 
ugia? I remember standing in the s^iadow of that statue one sunny noon- 
time, and being impressed by its maternal aspect, and fancying that a 
blessing fell upon me from its outst etched hand. Ever since, I have had a 
superstition, — you will call it foolisn, but sad and ill-fated persons always 
dream such things, — that, if I waited long enough in that same spot, some 
good event would come to pass. Well, my friend, precisely a fortnight 
after you begin your tour, — unless we sooner meet, — ^bring Donatello, ai 
noon, to the base of the statue. You will find me there! ” 

Kenyon assented to the proposed arrangement, and, after some convert 
sation respecting his contemplated line of travel, prepared to take his 
leave. As he met Miriam’s eyes, in bidding farewell, he was surprised at 
the new, tender gladness that beamed out of them, and at the appearance 
of health and bloom, which, m this little while, had overspread her face. 

“May I tell you, Miriam,” said he, smiling, “that you are still as beau- 
tiful as ever?” 

“You have a right to notice it,” she replied, “for, if it be so, my faded 
bloom has been revived by the hopes you give me. Do you, then, think me 
beautiful? I rejoice, most truly. Beauty — if I possess it — shall be one of 
the instruments by which I will try to educate and elevate him, to whose 
good I solely dedicate myself.” 

The sculptor had nearly reached the door, when, hearing her call him, 
he turned back, and beheld Miriam still standing where he had left her, 
in the magnificent hall which seemed only a fit setting for her beauty. She 
beckoned him to return. 

“You are a man of refined taste,” said she; “more than that, — a man 
of delicate sensibility. Now tell me frankly, and on your honor! Have I 
not shocked you many times during this interview by my betrayal of 
woman’s cause, my lack of feminine modesty, my reckless, passionate, 
most indecorous avowal, that I live only in the life of one who, perhaps, 
scorns and shudders at me?” 

Thus adjured, however difficult the point to which she brought him, 
the sculptor was not a man to swerve aside from the simple truth. 
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‘'Miriam/^ replied he, **yo\x exaggerate the impression made upon my 
miild; but it has been painful, and somewhat of the character which you 
suppose.” 

“I knew it,” said Miriam, mournfully, and with no resentment. “What 
remains of my finer nature would have told me so, even if it had not been 
perceptible in all your manner. Well, my dear friend, when you go back 
to Rome, tell Hilda what her severity has done! She was all womanhood 
to me; and when she cast me off, I had no longer any terms to keep with 
the reserves and decorums of my sex. Hilda has set me free! Pray tell her 
so, from Miriam, and thank her!” 

“I shall tell Hilda nothing that will give her pain,” answered Kenyon. 
“But, Miriam, — though I know not what passed between her and your- 
self, — I feel, — and let the noble frankness of your disposition forgive me 
if I say so, — I feel that she was right. You have a thousand admirable 
\ qualities. Whatever mass of evil may have fallen into your life, — ^pardon 
me, but your own words suggest it, — ^you are still as capable as ever of 
m£iny high and heroic virtues. But the white shining purity of Hilda’s na- 
ture is a thing apart; and she is bound, by the undefiled material of which 
God moulded her, to keep that severity which I, as well as you, have 
recognized.” 

“Oh, you are right! ” said Miriam; “I never questioned it; though, as I 
told you, when she cast me off, it severed some few remaining bonds be- 
tween me and decorous womanhood. But were there anything to forgive, 
I do forgive her. May you win her virgin heart; for methinks there can be 
few men in this evil world who are not more unworthy of her than your- 
self.” 


CHAPTER XXXII 

Scenes by the Way 

When it came to the point of quitting the reposeful life of Monte Beni, 
the sculptor was not without regrets, and would willingly have dreamed a 
little longer of the sweet paradise on earth that Hilda’s presence there 
might mie. Nevertheless, amid all its repose, he had begun to be sensible 
of a restless melancholy, to which the cultivators of the ideal arts are 
more liable than sturdier men. On his own part, therefore, and leaving 
Donatello out of the case, he would have judged it well to go. He made 
parting visits to the legendary dell, and to other delightful spots with 
which he had grown familiar; he climbed the tower again, and saw a sun- 
set and a moonrise over the great valley; he drank, on the eve of his de- 
parture, one flask, and then another, of the Monte Beni Sunshine, and 



THE MARBLE FAUN 757 

stored up its flavor in his memory, as the standard of what is exquisite in 
wine. These things accomplished, Kenyon was ready for the journey. 

Donatello had not very easily been stirred out of t^jificuhar shiggish- 
ness, which inthralls and bewitches melancholy people. He had offered 
merely a pas^ve^^resistance, however, not an active one, to his friend’s 
schemes; and when the appointed hour came, he yielded to the impulse 
which Kenyon failed not to apply; and was started upon the journey be- 
fore he had made up his mind to undertake it. They wandered forth at 
large, like two knights-errant among the valleys, and the mountains, and 
the old mountain-towns of that picturesque and lovely region. Save to 
keep the appointment with Miriam, a fortnight thereafter, in the great 
square of Perugia, there was nothing more definite in the sculptor’s plan, 
than that they should let themselves be blown hither and thither like 
winged seeds, that mount upon each wandering breeze. Yet there was an 
idea of fatality implied in the simile of the winged seeds which did not 
altogether suit Kenyon’s fancy ; for if you look closely into the matter, it 
will be seen that whatever appears most vagrant, and utterly purposeless, 
turns out, in the end, to have been impelled the most surely on a preor- 
damed and unswerving track. Chan- e and change love to deal with men’s 
^ttled plans, not with their idle vagaries. If we desire unexpected and 
unimaginable events, we should contrive an iron framework, such as we 
fancy may compel the future to take one inevitable shape; then comes in 
the unexpected, and shatters our design in fragments. 

The travellers set forth on horseback, and purposed to perform much 
of their aimless journeyings under the moon, and in the cool of the morn- 
ing or evening twilight; the midday sun, while summer had hardly begun 
to trail its departing skirts over Tuscany, being still too fervid to allow of 
noontide exposure. 

For a while, they wandered in that same broad valley which Kenyon 
had viewed with such delight from the Monte Beni tower. The sculptor 
soon began to enjoy the idle activity of their new life, which the lapse of 
a day or two sufficed to establish as a kind of system; it is so natural for 
mankind to be nomadic, that a very little taste of that primitive mode o( 
existence subverts the settled habits of many preceding years. Kenyon’s 
cares, and whatever gloomy ideas before possessed him, seemed to be? 
left at Monte Beni, and were scarcely remembered by the time that ihi 
gray tower grew undistinguishable on the brown hill-side. His perceptive » 
faculties, which had found little exercise of late, amid so thoughtful a waj 
of life, became keen, and kept his eyes busy with a hundred agreeable 
scenes. 

He delighted in the picturesque bits of rustic character and manners, 
so little of which ever comes upon the surface of our life at home. There, 
for example, were the old women, tending pigs or sheep by the wayside. 
As they followed the vagrant steps of their charge, these venerable ladies 
kept spinning yarn with that elsewhere forgotten contrivance, the distaff ; 
and so wrinkled and stern-looking were they, that you might have taken 
them for the Parcae, spinning the threads of human destiny. In contrast 
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with their great-grandmothers were the children, leading goats of shaggy 
beard, tied by the horns, and letting them browse on branch and shrub. It 
is the fashion of Italy to add the petty industry of age and childhood to 
the hum of human toil. To the eyes of an observer from the Western 
world, it was a strange spectacle to see sturdy, sunburnt creatures, in pet- 
ticoats, but otherwise manlike, toiling side by side with male laborers, in 
the rudest work of the fields. These sturdy women (if as such we must 
recognize them) wore the high-crowned, broad-brimmed hat of Tuscan 
straw, the customary female head-apparel; and, as every breeze blew 
back its breadth of brim, the sunshine constantly added depth to the 
brown glow of their cheeks. The elder sisterhood, however, set off their 
witch-like ugliness to the worst advantage with black felt hats, be- 
queathed them, one would fancy, by their long-buried husbands. 

Another ordinary sight, as sylvan as the above, and more agreeable, 
was a girl, bearing on her back a huge bundle of green twigs and shrubs, 
or grass, intermixed with scarlet poppies and blue flowers; the verdant 
burden being sometimes of such size as to hide the bearer’s figure, and 
seem a self-moving mass of fragrant bloom and verdure. Oftener, how- 
ever, the bundle reached only half-way down the back of the rustic 
nymph, leaving in sight her well-developed lower limbs, and the crooked 
knife, hanging behind her, with which she had been reaping this strange 
harvest sheaf. A pre-Raphaelite artist (he, for instance, who painted so 
marvellously a wind-swept heap of autumnal leaves) might find an ad- 
mirable subject in one of these Tuscan girls, stepping with a free, erect, 
and graceful carriage. The miscellaneous herbage and tangled twigs and 
blossoms of her bundle, crowning her head (while her ruddy, comely face 
looks out between the hanging side festoons like a larger flower), would 
give the painter boundless scope for the minute delineation which he 
loves. 

Though mixed up with what was rude and earthlike, there was still a 
remote, dream-like, Arcadian charm, which is scarcely to be found in the 
daily toil of other lands. Among the pleasant features of the wayside were 
always the vines, clambering on fig-trees, or other sturdy trunks; they 
wreathed themselves in huge and rich festoons, from one tree to another, 
suspending clusters of ripening grapes in the interval between. Under 
such careless mode of culture, the luxuriant vine is a lovelier spectacle 
than where it produces a more precious liquor, and is therefore more arti- 
ficially restrained and trimmed. Nothing can be more picturesque than an 
old grape-vine, with almost a trunk of its own, clinging fast around its 
supporting tree. Nor does the picture lack its moral. You might twist it to 
more than one grave purpose, as you saw how the knotted, serpentine 
growth imprisoned wdthin its strong embrace the friend that had support- 
ed its tender infancy; and how (as seemingly flexible natures are prone to 
do) it converted the sturdier tree entirely to its own selfish ends, extend- 
ing its innumerable arms on every bough, and permitting hardly a leaf to 
sprout except its own. It occurred to Kenyon, that the enemies of the 
vine, in his native land, might here have seen an emblem of the remorse- 
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less gripe, which the habit of vinous enjoyment lays upon its victim, pos- 
sessing him wholly, and letting him live no life but such as it bestows. 

The scene was not less characteristic when their path led the two wan- 
derers through some small, ancient town. There, besides the peculiarities 
of present life, they saw tokens of the life that had long ago been lived 
and flung aside. The little town, such as we see in our mind’s eye, would 
have its gate and its surrounding walls, so ancient and massive that ages 
had not sufficed to crumble them away; but in the lofty upper portion of 
the gateway, still standing over the empty arch, where there was no long- 
er a gate to shut, there would be a dove-cote, and peaceful doves for the 
only warders. Pumpkins lay ripening in the open chambers of the struc- 
ture. Then, as for the town-wall, on the outside an orchard extends peace- 
fully along its base, full, not of apple-trees, but of those old humorists 
with gnarled trunks and twisted boughs, the olives. Houses have been 
built upon the ramparts, or burrowed out of their ponderous foundation. 
Even the gray, martial towers, crowned with ruined turrets, have been 
converted into rustic habitations, fr )m the windows of which hang ears of 
Indian corn. At a door, that has be m broken through the massive stone- 
work, where it was meant to be stn *ngest, some contadini are winnowing 
grain. Small windows, too, are pier* ed through the whole line of ancient 
wall, so that it seems a row of dwellings with one continuous front, built 
in a strange style of needless strength; but remnants of the old battle- 
ments and machicolations are interspersed with the homely chambers and 
earthen-tiled house-tops; and all along its extent both grape-vines and 
running flower-shrubs are encouraged to clamber and sport over the 
roughness of its decay. 

Finally the long grass, intermixed with weeds and wild-flowers, waves 
on the uppermost height of the shattered rampart ; and it is exceedingly 
pleasant in the golden sunshine of the afternoon to behold the warlike 
precinct so friendly in its old days, and so overgrown with rural peace. In 
its guard-rooms, its prison-chambers, and scooped out of its ponderous 
breadth, there are dwellings nowadays where happy human lives are 
spent. Human parents and broods of children nestle in them, even as the 
swallows nestle in the little crevices along the broken summit of the wall. 

Passing through the gateway of this same little town, challenged only 
by those watchful sentinels, the pigeons, we find ourselves in a long, nar- 
row street, paved from side to side with flagstones, in the old Roman 
fashion. Nothing can exceed the grim ugliness of the houses, most of 
which are three or four stories high, stone built, gray, dilapidated, or half- 
covered with plaster in patches, and contiguous all along from end to end 
of the town. Nature, in the shape of tree, shrub, or grassy sidewalk, is as 
much shut outTf Om the one street of the rustic village as from the heart of 
any swarming city. The dark and half-ruinous habitations, with their 
small windows, many of which are drearily closed with wooden shutters, 
are but magnified hovels, piled story upon story, and squalid with the 
grime that successive ages have left behind them. It would be a hideous 
scene to contemplate in a rainy day, or when no human life pervaded it. 
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In the summer-noon, however, it possesses vivacity enough to keep itself 
cheerful; for all the within-doors of the village then bubbles over upon 
the flagstones, or looks out from the small windows, and from here and 
there a balcony. Some of the populace are at the butcher’s shop; others 
are at the fountain, which gushes into a marble basin that resembles an 
antique sarcophagus. A tailor is sewing before his door with a young 
priest seated sociably beside him; a burly friar goes by with an empty 
wine-barrel on his head; children are at play; women, at their own door- 
steps, mend clothes, embroider, weave hats of Tuscan straw, or twirl the 
distaff. Many idlers, meanwhile, strolling from one group to another, let 
the warm day slide by in the sweet, interminable task of doing nothing. 

From all these people there comes a babblement that seems quite dis- 
pFoportioned to the number of tongues that make it. So rnany words are 
nqtjuttered in a New England village throughout the j^ar — excfe|5t it be 
at ajpofifical canvass or town-meeting — as are spoken here, with no espe- 
pur pose, in a single day. Neither so many words, nor so much laugh- 
talk about nothing as if they were terribly in earnest, and 
iSto meny at nothing as if it were the best of all possible jokes. In so 
long a time as they have existed, and within such narrow precincts, these 
little walled towns are brought into a closeness of society that makes 
them but a larger household. All the inhabitants are akin to each, and 
each to all; they assemble in the street as their common saloon, and thus 
live and die in a familiarity of intercourse, such as never can be known 
where a village is open at either end, and all roundabout, and has ample 
room within itself. 

Stuck up beside the door of one house, in this village street, is a with- 
ered bough; and on a stone seat, just under the shadow of the bough, sits 
a party of jolly drinkers, making proof of the new wine, or quaffing the 
old, as their often-tried and comfortable friend, Kenyon draws bridle here 
(for the bough, or bush, is a symbol of the wine-shop at this day in Italy, 
as it was three hundred years ago in England), and calls for a goblet of 
the deep, mild, purple juice, well diluted with water from the fountain. 
The Sunshine of Monte Beni would be welcome now. Meanwhile, Dona- 
tello has ridden onward, but alights where a shrine, with a burning lamp 
before it, is built into the wall of an inn-stable. He kneels, and crosses 
himself, and mutters a brief prayer, without attracting notice from the 
passers-by, many of whom are parenthetically devout, in a similar fash- 
ion. By this time the sculptor has drunk off his wine-and-water, and our 
two travellers resume their way, emerging from the opposite gate of the 
village. 

Before them, again, lies the broad valley, with a mist so thinly scat- 
tered over it as to be perceptible only in the distance, and most so in the 
nooks of the hills. Now that we have called it mist, it seems a mistake not 
rather to have called it sunshine; the glory of so much light being min- 
gled with so little gloom, in the airy material of that vapor. Be it mist or 
sunshine, it adds a touch of ideal beautv to tfie scene, almost persuading 
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the spectator that this yaUey; and those hills are visionary, because their 
visible atinosphere is so like the substance of a dream. 

Immediately about them, however, there were abundant tokens that 
the country was not really the paradise it looked to be, at a casual glance. 
Neither the wretched cottages nor the dreary farm-houses seemed to par- 
take of the prosperity, with which so kindly a climate, and so fertile a por- 
tion of Mother Earth’s bosom, should have filled them, one and all. But, 
possibly, the peasant inhabitants do not exist in so grimy a poverty, and 
in homes so comfortless, as a stranger, with his native ideas of those mat- 
ters, would be likely to imagine. TJie Italians appear to possess none of 
that emulative pride which we see in our New England villages, where 
(gyery householder, according to his taste and means, endeavors to make 
his homestead an ornament to the grassy and elm-shadowed wayside. In 
there are no neat doorsteps and thresholds; no pleasant, vine-shel- 
tered porches; none of those grass-plots or smoothly shorn lawns, which 
hospitably invite the imagination nto the sweet domestic interiors of 
‘English Hfe. Everything, however siinny and luxuriant may be the scene 
around, is especially disheartening m the immediate neighborhood of an 
Italian home. 

An artist, it is true, might often thank his stars for those old houses, so 
picturesquely time-stained, and with the plaster falling in blotches from 
the ancient brick-work. The prison-like, iron-barred windows, and the 
wide-arched, dismal entrance, admitting on one hand to the stable, on 
the other to the kitchen, might impress him as far better worth his pencil 
than the newly painted pine boxes, in which — if he be an American — his 
countrymen live and thrive. But there is reason to suspect that a people 
are waning to decay and ruin the moment that their life becomes fascin- 
afihg either in the poet’s imagination or the painter’s eye. 

' " As usual, on Italian waysides, the wanderers passed great, black cross- 
es, hung with all the instruments of the sacred agony and passion: there 
were the crown of thorns, the hammer and nails, the pincers, the spear, 
the sponge; and perched over the whole, the cock that crowed to St. 
Peter’s remorseful conscience. Thus, while the fertile scene showed the 
never-failing beneficence of the Creator towards man in his transitory 
state, these symbols reminded each wayfarer of the Saviour’s infinitely 
greater love for him as an immortal spirit. Beholding these consecrated 
stations, the idea seemed to strike Donatello of converting the otherwise 
aimless journey into a penitential pilgrimage. At each of them he alighted 
To kneel and kiss the cross, and humbly press his forehead against its 
foot; and this so invariably, that the sculptor soon learned to draw bridle 
of his own accord. It may be, too, heretic as he was, that Kenyon likewise 
put up a prayer, rendered more fervent by the symbols before his eyes, 
for the peace of his friend’s conscience, and the pardon of the sin that so 
oppressed him. 

Not only at the crosses did Donatello kneel, but at each of the many 
shrines, where the Blessed Virgin in fresco — faded with sunshine and half 
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washed out with showers — ^looked benignly at her worshipper; or where 
she was represented in a wooden image, or a bas-relief of plaster or mar- 
ble, as accorded with the means of the devout person who built, or re- 
stored from a mediaeval antiquity, these places of wayside worship. They 
were everywhere: under arched niches, or in little penthouses with a brick 
tiled roof, just large enough to shelter them; or perhaps in some bit of 
old Roman masonry, the founders of which had died before the Aavent; 
or in the wall of a country inn or farm-house; or at the midway point of a 
bridge; or in the shallow cavity of a natural rock; or high upward in the 
ieep cuts of the road. It appeared to the sculptor that Donatello prayed 
^he more earnestly and the more hopefully at these shrines, because the 
mild face of the Madonna promised him to intercede as a tender mother 
betwixt the poor culprit and the awfulness of judgment. 

It was beautiful to observe, indeed, how tender was the soul of man and 
woman towards the Virgin mother, in recognition of the tenderness which, 
as their faith taught them, she immortally cherishes towards all human 
souls. In the wire-work screen, before each shrine, hung offerings of roses, 
or whatever flower was sweetest and most seasonable; some already wilt- 
ed and withered, some fresh with that very morning’s dew-drops. Flow- 
ers there were, too, that, being artificial, never bloomed on earth, nor 
would ever fade. The thought occurred to Kenyon, that flower-pots with 
living plants might be set within the niches, or even that rose-trees, and 
all kinds of flowering shrubs, might be reared under the shrines, and 
taught to twine and wreathe themselves around; so that the Virgin should 
dwell within a bower of verdure, bloom, and fragrant freshness, symboliz- 
ing a homage perpetually new. There are many things in the religious cus- 
toms of these people that seem good; many things, at least, that might be 
both good and beautiful, if the soul of goodness and the sense of beauty 
were as much alive in the Italians now as they must have been when those 
customs were first imagined and adopted. But, instead of blossoms on the 
shrub, or freshly gathered, with the dew-drops on their leaves, their wor- 
ship, nowadays, is best symbolized by the artificial flower. 

The sculptor fancied, moreover (but perhaps it was his heresy that sug- 
gested the idea), that it would be of happy influence to place a comfort- 
able and shady seat beneath every wayside shrine. Then the weary and 
sun-scorched traveller, while resting himself under her protecting shadow, 
might thank the Virgin for her hospitality. Nor, perchance, were he to 
regale himself, even in such a consecrated spot, with the fragrance of a 
pipe, would it rise to heaven more offensively than the smoke of priestly 
f incense. We do ourselves wrong, and too meanly estimate the Holiness 
I above us, when we deem that any act or enjoyment, good in itself, is not 
I good to do religiously. 

Whatever may be the iniquities of the papal system, it was a wise and 
lo^y sentiment that set up the frequent shrine and cross along the road- 
side. No wayfarer, bent on whatever worldly errand, can fail to be re- 
minded, at every mile or two, that this is not the business which most 
concerns him. The pleasure-seeker is silently admonished to look heaven- 
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ward for a joy infinitely greater than he now possesses. The wretch in 
temptation beholds the cross, and is warned that, if he yield, the Saviour’s 
agony for his sake will have been endured in vain. The stubborn criminal, 
whose heart has long been like a stone, feels it throb anew with dread and 
hope; and our poor Donatello, as he went kneeling from shrine to cross, 
and from cross to shrine, doubtless found an efficacy in these symbols 
that helped him towards a higher penitence. 

Whether the young Count of Monte Beni noticed the fact, or no, there 
was more than one incident of their journey that led Kenyon to believe 
that they were attended, or closely followed, or preceded, near at hand, by 
some one who took an interest in their motions. As it were, the step, the 
sweeping garment, the faintly heard breath, of an invisible companion, 
was beside them, as they went on their way. It was like a dream that had 
strayed out of their slumber, and ^vas haunting them in the daytime, 
when its shadowy substance could have neither density nor outline, in 
the too obtrusive light. After sunset it grew a little more distinct. 

^^On the left of that last shrine,” isked the sculptor, as they rode, un- 
der the moon, ‘^did you observe the hgure of a woman kneeling, with her 
face hidden in her hands?” 

never looked that way,” replied Donatello. ‘T was saying my own 
prayer. It was some penitent, perchance. May the Blessed Virgin be the 
more gracious to the poor soul, because she is a woman.” 


CHAPTER XXXIII 

Pictured Windows 

After wide wanderings through the valley, the two travellers directed 
their course towards its boundary of hills. Here, the natural scenery and 
men’s modifications of it immediately took a different aspect from that of 
the fertile and smiling plain. Not unfrequently there was a convent on 
the hill-side; or, on some insulated promontory, a ruined castle, once the 
den of a robber chieftain, who was accustomed to dash down from his 
commanding height upon the road that wound below. For ages back, the 
old fortress had been flinging down its crumbling ramparts, stone by 
stone, towards the grimy village at its foot. 

Their road wound onward among the hills, which rose steep and lofty 
from the scanty level space that lay between them. They continually 
thrust their great bulks before the wayfarers, as if grimly resolute to for- 
bid their passage, or closed abruptly behind them, when they still dared 
to proceed. A gigantic hill would set its foot right down before them, and 
only at the last moment would grudgingly withdraw it, just far enough to 
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let them creep towards another obstacle. Adown these rough heights were 
visible the dry tracks of many a mountain-torrent that had lived a life too 
fierce and passionate to be a long one. Or, perhaps, a stream was yet hur- 
rying shyly along the edge of a far wider bed of pebbles and shelving rock 
than it seemed to need, though not too wide for the swollen rage of which 
this shy rivulet was capable. A stone bridge bestrode it, the ponderous 
arches of which were upheld and rendered indestructible by the weight of 
the very stones that threatened to crush them down. Old Roman toil was 
perceptible in the foundations of that massive bridge; the first weight 
that it ever bore was that of an army of the Republic. 

Threading these defiles, they would arrive at some immemorial city, 
crowning the high summit of a hill with its cathedral, its many churches, 
and public edifices, all of Gothic architecture. With no more level ground 
than a single piazza, in the midst, the ancient town tumbled its crooked 
and narrow streets down the mountain-side, through arched passages, and 
by steps of stone. The aspect of everything was awfully old ; older, indeed, 
in its effect on the imagination, than Rome itself, because history does 
not lay its finger on these forgotten edifices and tell us all about their ori- 
gin. Etruscan princes may have dwelt in them. A thousand years, at all 
events, would seem but a middle age for these structures. They are built 
of such huge, square stones, that their appearance of ponderous durability 
distresses the beholder with the idea that they can never fall, — never 
crumble away, — ^never be less fit than now for human habitation. Many 
of them may once have been palaces, and still retain a squalid grandeur. 
But, gazing at them, we recognize how undesirable it is to build the taber- 
nacle of our brief lifetime out of permanent materials, and with a view to 
their being occupied by future generations. 

All towns should be made capable of purification by fire, or of decay, ^ 
within each half-century. Otherwise, they become the hereditary haunts 
of vermin and noisomeness, besides standing apart from the possibility of 
such improvements as are constantly introduced into the rest of man’s 
contrivances and accommodations. It is beautiful, no doubt, and exceed- 
ingly satisfactory to some of our natural instincts, to imagine our far pos- 
terity dwelling under the same roof-tree as ourselves. Still, when people 
insist on building indestructible houses, they incur, or their children do, a 
misfortune analogous to that of the Sibyl, when she obtained the grievous 
boon of immortality. So, we may build almost immortal habitations, it is 
true; but we cannot keep them from growing old, musty, unwholesome, 
dreary, full of death-scents, ghosts, and murder-stains; in short, such 
habitations as one sees everywhere in Italy, be they hovels or palaces. _ 

^‘You should go with me to my native country,” observed the sculptor 
to Donatello. ‘Tn that fortunate land, each generation has only its own 
sins and sorrows to bear. Here, it seems as if all the weary and dreary 
Past were piled upon the back of the Present. If I were to lose my spirits 
in this coimtry, — if I were to suffer any heavy misfortune here, — me- 
thinks it would be impossible to stand up against it, under such adverse 
influences.” 
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^‘The sky itself is an old roof, now,” answered the Count; ‘^and, no 
doubt, the sins of mankind have made it gloomier than it used to be.” 

^^Oh, my poor Faun,” thought Kenyon to himself, ^‘how art thou 
changed!” 

A city, like this of which we speak, seems a sort of stony growth out of 
the hill-side, or a fossilized town; so ancient and strange it looks, with- 
out enough of life and juciness in it to be any longer susceptible of decay. 
An earthquake would afford it the only chance of being ruined, beyond its 
present ruin. 

Yet, though dead to all the purposes for which we live to-day, the place 
has its glorious recollections, and not merely rude and warlike ones, but 
those of brighter and milder triumphs, the fruits of which we still enjoy. 
Italy can count several of these lifeless towns which, four or five hundred 
years ago, were each the birthplace o its own school of art ; nor have they 
yet forgotten to be proud of the dart , old pictures, and the faded frescos, 
the pristine beauty of which was a light and gladness to the world. But 
now, unless one happens to be a painter, these famous works make us mis- 
erably desperate. They are poor, d m ghosts of what, when Giotto or 
Cimai)ue first created them, threw a splendor along the stately aisles ; so 
far gone towards nothingness, in our day, that scarcely a hint of design or 
expression can glimmer through the dusk. Those early artists did well to 
paint their frescos. Glowing on the church-walls, they might be looked 
upon as symbols of the living spirit that made Catholicism a true reli- 
gion, and that glorified it as long as it retained a genuine life; they filled 
the transepts with a radiant throng of saints and angels, and threw 
around the high altar a faint reflection — as much as mortals could see, or 
bear — of a Diviner Presence. But now that the colors are so wretchedly 
bedimmed, — now that blotches of plastered wall dot the frescos all over, 
like a mean reality thrusting itself through life’s brightest illusions, — the 
next best artist to Cimabue or Giotto or Ghirlandaio or Pinturicchio will 
be he that shall reverently cover their ruined masterpieces with white- 
wash! 

Kenyon, however, being an earnest student and critic of Art, lingered 
long before these pathetic relics; and Donatello, in his present phase of 
penitence, thought no time spent amiss while he could be kneeling before 
an altar. Whenever they found a cathedral, therefore, or a Gothic church, 
the two travellers were of one mind to enter it. In some of these holy 
edifices they saw pictures that time had not dimmed nor injured in the 
least, though they perhaps belonged to as old a school of Art as any that 
were perishing around them. These were the painted windows; and as 
often as he gazed at them the sculptor blessed the mediaeval time, and its 
gorgeous contrivances of splendor; for surely the skill of man has never 
accomplished, nor his mind imagined, any other beauty or glory worthy 
to be compared with these. 

It is the special excellence of pictured glass, that the light, which falls 
merely on the outside of other pictures, is here interfused throughout the 
work; it illuminates the design, and invests it with a living radiance; and 
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in requital the unfading colors transmute the common daylight into a 
miracle of richness and glory in its passage through the heavenly sub- 
stance of the blessed and angelic shapes which throng the high-arched 
window. 

“It is a woful thing/’ cried Kenyon, while one of these frail yet endur- 
ing and fadeless pictures threw its hues on his face, and on the pavement 
of the church around him, — “a sad necessity that any Christian soul 
should pass from earth without once seeing an antique painted window, 
with the bright Italian sunshine glowing through it! There is no other 
such true symbol of the glories of the better world, where a celestial radi- 
ance will be inherent in all things and persons, and render each continual- 
ly transparent to the sight of all.” 

“But what a horror it would be,” said Donatello, sadly, “if there were 
a soul among them through which the light could not be transfused!” 

“Yes; and perhaps this is to be the punishment of sin,” replied the 
sculptor; “not that it shall be made evident to the universe, which can 
profit nothing by such knowledge, but that it shall insulate the sinner 
from all sweet society by rendering him impermeable to light, and, there- 
fore, unrecognizable in the abode of heavenly simplicity and truth. Then, 
what remains for him, but the dreariness of infinite and eternal solitude?” 

“That would be a horrible destiny, indeed! ” said Donatello. 

His voice as he spoke the words had a hollow and dreary cadence, as if 
he anticipated some such frozen solitude for himself. A figure in a dark 
robe was lurking in the obscurity of a side-chapel close by, and made an 
impulsive movement forward, but hesitated as Donatello spoke again. 

“But there might be a more miserable torture than to be solitary for- 
ever,” said he. “Think of having a single companion in eternity, and in- 
stead of finding any consolation, or at all events variety of torture, to see 
your own weary, weary sin repeated in that inseparable soul.” 

“I think, my dear Count, you have never read Dante,” observed Ken- 
yon. “That idea is somewhat in his style, but I cannot help regretting that 
it came into your mind just then.” 

The dark-robed figure had shrunk back, and was quite lost to sight 
among the shadows of the chapel. 

“There was an English poet,” resumed Kenyon, turning again towards 
.he window, “who speaks of the Mim, religious light,’ transmitted through 
painted glass. I always admired this richly descriptive phrase; but, 
though he was once in Italy, I question whether Milton ever saw any but 
the dingy pictures in the dusty windows of English cathedrals, imperfect- 
ly shown by the gray English daylight. He would else have illuminated 
that word ‘dim’ with some epithet that should not chase away the dim- 
ness, yet should make it glow like a million of rubies, sapphires, emeralds, 
and topazes. Is it not so with yonder window? The pictures are most bril- 
liant in themselves, yet dim with tenderness and reverence, because God 
himself is shining through them.” 

“The pictures fill me with emotion, but not such as you seem to exper- 
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ience/^ said Donatello. “I tremble at those awful saints; and, most of all, 
aUhe figure above them. He glows with Divine wrath! ’’ 

^ ^‘My dear friend,” said Kenyon, “how strangely your eyes have trans^ 
muted the expression of the figure! It is divine love, not wrath! ” 

“To my eyes,” said Donatello, stubbornly, “it is wrath, not love! Each 
must interpret for himself.” 

The friends left the church, and looking up, from the exterior, at the 
window which they had just been contemplating within, nothing was vis- 
ible but the merest outline of dusky shapes. Neither the individual like- 
ness of saint, angel, nor Saviour, and far less the combined scheme and 
purport of the picture, could an)nvise be made out. That miracle of ra- 
diant art, thus viewed, was nothing oetter than an incomprehensible ob- 
scurity, without a gleam of beauty to induce the beholder to attempt un- 
ravelling it. 

“All this,” thought the sculptor, “ s a most forcible emblem of the dif- 
ferent aspect of religious truth and sacred story, as viewed from the warm 
interior of belief, or from its cold and dreary outside. Christian faith is a 
grand cathedral, with divinely pictu ed windows. Standing without, you 
see no glory, nor can possibly imagine any; standing within, every ray of 
light reveals a harmony of unspeakable splendors.” 

After Kenyon and Donatello emerged from the church, however, they 
had better opportunity for acts of charity and mercy than for religious 
contemplation; being immediately .surrounded by a swarm of beggars, 
who are the present possessors of Italy, and share the spoil of the stranger 
with the fleas and mosquitoes, their formidable allies. These pests — the 
human ones — ^had hunted the two travellers at every stage of their jour- 
ney. From village to village, ragged boys and girls kept almost under the 
horses’ feet; hoary grandsires and grandames caught glimpses of their ap- 
proach, and hobbled to intercept them at some point of vantage; blind 
men stared them out of countenance with their sightless orbs; women held 
up their unwashed babies; cripples displayed their wooden legs, theii 
grievous scars, their dangling, boneless arms, their broken backs, their 
burden of a hump, or whatever infirmity or deformity Providence had as- 
signed them for an inheritance. On the highest mountain summit — in the 
most shadowy ravine — there was a beggar waiting for them. In one small 
village, Kenyon had the curiosity to count merely how many children 
were crying, whining, and bellowing all at once for alms. They proved to 
be more than forty of as ragged and dirty little imps as any in the world; 
besides whom, all the wrinkled matrons, and most of the village maids, 
and not a few stalwart men, held out their hands grimly, piteously, oi 
smilingly in the forlorn hope of whatever trifle of coin might remain in 
pockets alread so fearfully taxed. Had they been permitted, they would 
gladly have knelt down and worshipped the travellers, and have cursed 
them, without rising from their knees, if the expected boon failed to be 
awarded. 

Yet they were not so miserably poor but that the ^rown people kept 
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houses over their heads. In the way of food, they had, at least, vegetables 
in their little gardens, pigs and chickens to kill, eggs to fry into omelets 
with oil, wine to drink, and many other things to make life comfortable. 
As for the children, when no more small coin appeared to be forthcoming, 
they began to laugh and play, and turn heels over head, showing them- 
selves jolly and vivacious brats, and evidently as well fed as needs be. 
The truth is, the Italian peasantry look upon strangers as the almoners of 
Providence, and therefore feel no more shame in asking and receiving 
alms, than in availing themselves of providential bounties in whatever 
other form. 

In accordance with his nature, Donatello was always exceedingly char- 
itable to these ragged battalions, and appeared to derive a certain conso- 
lation from the prayers which many of them put up in his behalf. In Italy 
a copper coin of minute value, will often make all the difference between 
a vindictive curse — death by apoplexy being the favorite one — mumbled 
in an old witch’s toothless jaws and a prayer from the same lips, so ear- 
nest that it would seem to reward the charitable soul with at least a puff 
of grateful breath to help him heavenward. Good wishes being so cheap, 
though possibly not very efficacious, and anathemas so exceedingly bit- 
ter, — even if the greater portion of their poison remain in the mouth that 
utters them, — it may be wise to expend some reasonable amount in the 
purchase of the former. Donatello invariably did so; and as he distrib- 
uted his alms under the pictured window, of which we have been speak- 
ing, no less than seven ancient women lifted their hands and besought 
blessings on his head. 

‘^Come,” said the sculptor, rejoicing at the happier expression which he 
saw in his friend’s face. ‘‘I think your steed will not stumble with you to- 
day. Each of these old dames looks as much like Horace’s Atra Cura as 
can well be conceived; but, though there are seven of them, they will 
make your burden on horseback lighter instead of heavier.” 

*^Are we to ride far?” asked the Count. 

tolerable journey betwixt now and to-morrow noon,” Kenyon re- 
plied; ^‘for, at that hour, I purpose to be standing by the Pope’s statue in 
the great square of Perugia.” 


CHAPTER XXXIV 

Market-Day in Perugia 

Perugia, on its lofty hill-top, was reached by the two travellers before 
the sun had quite kissed away the early freshness of the morning. Since 
nidnight, there had been a heavy rain, bringing infinite refreshment to 
the scene of verdure and fertility amid which this ancient civilization 
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stands; insomuch that Kenyon loitered, when they came to the gray city- 
wall, and was loath to give up the prospect of the sunny wilderness that 
lay below. It was as green as England, and bright as Italy alone. There 
was all the wide valley, sweeping down and spreading away on all sides 
from the weed-grown ramparts, and bounded afar by mountains, which 
lay asleep in the sun, with thin mists and silvery clouds floating about 
their heads by way of morning dreams. 

‘Tt lacks still two hours of noon,’^ said the sculptor to his friend, as 
they stood under the arch of the gateway, waiting for their passports to 
be examined; “will you come with me to see some admirable frescos by 
Perugino? There is a hall in the Exchange, of no great magnitude, but 
covered with what must have been — at the time it was painted — ^such 
magnificence and beauty as the world had not elsewhere to show.^’ 

“It depresses me to look at old frescos,’’ responded the Count; “it is a 
pain, yet not enough of a pain to answer as a penance.” 

“Will you look at some pictures by Fra Angelico in the Church of San 
Domenico?” asked Kenyon; “they are full of religious sincerity. When 
one studies them faithfully, it is like holding a conversation about heav- 
enly things with a tender and devout -minded man.” 

“You have shown me some of Fra Angelico’s pictures, I remember,” 
answered Donatello; “his angels look as if they had never taken a flight 
out of heaven ; and his saints seem to have been born saints, and always 
to have lived so. Young maidens, and all innocent persons, I doubt not, 
may find great delight and profit in looking at such holy pictures. But 
they are not for me,” 

“Your criticism, I fancy, has great moral depth,” replied Kenyon; 
“and I see in it the reason why Hilda so highly appreciates Fra Angelico’s 
pictures. Well; we will let aJl such matters pass for to-day, and stroll 
about this fine old city till noon.” 

They wandered to and fro, accordingly, and lost themselves among the 
strange, precipitate passages, which, in Perugia, are called streets. Some 
of them are like caverns, being arched all over, and plunging down 
abruptly towards an unknown darkness; which, when you have fathomed 
its depths, admits you to a daylight that you scarcely hoped to behold 
again. Here they met shabby men, and the careworn wives and mothers of 
the people, some of whom guided children in leading-strings through 
those dim and antique thoroughfares, where a hundred generations had 
passed before the little feet of to-day began to tread them. Thence they 
climbed upward again, and came to the level plateau, on the summit of 
the hill, where are situated the grand piazza and the principal public 
edifices. 

It happened to be market-day in Perugia. The great square, therefore, 
presented a far more vivacious spectacle than would have been witnessed 
in it at any other time of the week, though not so lively as to overcome 
the gray solemnity of the architectural portion of the scene. In the sha- 
dow of the cathedral and other old Gothic structures — ^seeking shelter 
from the sunshine that fell across the rest of the piazza — ^was a crowd of 
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people, engaged as buyers or sellers in the petty traffic of a country-fair. 
Dealers had erected booths and stalls on the pavement, and overspread 
them with scanty awnings, beneath which they stood, vociferously crying 
their merchandise; such as shoes, hats and caps, yarn stockings, cheap 
jewelry and cutlery, books, chiefly little volumes of a religious character, 
and a few French novels; toys, tin-ware, old iron, cloth, rosaries of beads, 
crucifixes, cakes, biscuits, sugar-plums, and innumerable little odds and 
ends, which we see no object in advertising. Baskets of grapes, figs, and 
pears stood on the ground. Donkeys, bearing panniers stuffed out with 
kitchen vegetables, and requiring an ample roadway, roughly shouldered 
aside the throng. 

Crowded as the square was, a juggler found room to spread out a white 
doth upon the pavement, and cover it with cups, plates, balls, cards, — 
the whole material of his magic, in short, — wherewith he proceeded to 
Work miracles under the noonday sun. An organ-grinder at one point, and 
a clarion and a flute at another, accomplished what they could towards 
filling the wide space with tuneful noise. Their small uproar, however, 
was nearly drowned by the multitudinous voices of the people, bargain- 
ing, quarrelling, laughing, and babbling copiously at random; for the 
briskness of the mountain atmosphere, or some other cause, made every- 
body so loquacious, that more words were wasted in Perugia on this one 
market-day, than the noisiest piazza of Rome would utter in a month. 

Through all this petty tumult, which kept beguiling one’s eyes and 
upper strata of thought, it was delightful to catch glimpses of the grand 
old architecture that stood around the square. The life of the flitting mo- 
ment, existing in the antique shell of an age gone by, has a fascination 
which we do not find in either the past or present, taken by themselves. It 
might seem irreverent to make the gray cathedral and the tall, time-worn 
palaces echo back the exuberant vociferation of the market; but they did 
so, and caused the sound to assume a kind of poetic rhythm, and them- 
selves looked only the more majestic for their condescension. 

On one side, there was an immense edifice devoted to public purposes, 
with an antique gallery, and a range of arched and stone-mullioned win- 
dows, running along its front; and by way of entrance it had a central 
Gothic arch, elaborately wreathed around with sculptured semicircles, 
within which the spectator was aware of a stately and impressive gloom. 
Though merely the municipal council-house and exchange of a decayed 
country town, this structure was worthy to have held in one portion of it 
the parliament-hall of a nation, and in the other, the state apartments of 
its ruler. On another side of the square rose the mediaeval front of the 
cathedral, where the imagination of a Gothic architect had long ago flow- 
ered out indestructibly, in the first place, a grand design, and then cover- 
ing it with such abundant detail of ornament, that the magnitude of the 
work seemed less a miracle than its minuteness. You would suppose that 
he must have softened the stone into wax, until his most delicate fancies 
were modelled in the pliant material, and then had hardened it into stone 
again. The whole was a vast, black-letter page of the richest and Quaintest 
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poetry. In fit keeping with all this old magnificence was a great marble 
fountain, where again the Gothic imagination showed its overflow and 
gratuity of device in the manifold sculptures which it lavished as freely as 
the water did its shifting shapes. 

Besides the two venerable structures which we have described, there 
were lofty palaces, perhaps of as old a date, rising story above story, and 
adorned with balconies, whence, hundreds of years ago, the princely oc- 
cupants had been accustomed to gaze down at the sports, business, and 
popular assemblages of the piazza. And, beyond all question, they thus 
witnessed the erection of a bronze statue, which, three centuries since, was 
placed on the pedestal that it still occupies. 

never come to Perugia,’^ said Kenyon, “without spending as much 
time as I can spare in studying yon ler statue of Pope Julius the Third. 
Those sculptors of the Middle Age h-ive fitter lessons for the professors of 
my art than we can find in the Grec»an masterpieces. They belong to our 
Christian civilization; and, being ♦ arnest works, they always express 
something which we do not get from he antique. Will you look at it?” 

“Willingly,” replied the Count, ‘ for I see, even so far off, that the 
statue is bestowing a benediction, and there is a feeling in my heart that 
I may be permitted to share it.” 

Remembering the similar idea which Miriam a short time before had 
expressed, the sculptor smiled hopetully at the coincidence. They made 
their way through the throng of the market-place, and approached close 
to the iron railing that protected the pedestal of the statue. 

It was the figure of a pope, arrayed in his pontifical robes, and crowned 
with the tiara. He sat in a bronze chair, elevated high above the pave- 
ment, and seemed to take kindly yet authoritative cognizance of the bus> 
scene which was at that moment passing before his eye. His right hand 
was raised and spread abroad, as if in the act of shedding forth a bene- 
diction, which every man — so broad, so wise, and so serenely affectionate 
was the bronze pope’s regard — might hope to feel quietly descending 
upon the need, or the distress, that he had closest at his heart. The statue 
had life and observation in it, as well as patriarchal majesty. An imagina- 
tive spectator could not but be impressed with the idea that this benignly 
awful representative of divine and human authority might rise from his 
brazen chair, should any great public exigency demand his interposition, 
and encourage or restrain the people by his gesture, or even by prophetic 
utterances worthy of so grand a presence. 

And, in the long, calm intervals, amid the quiet lapse of ages, the pon- 
tiff watched the daily turmoil around his seat, listening with majestic pa- 
tience to the market cries, and all the petty uproar that awoke the echoes 
of the stately old piazza. He was the enduring friend of these men, and of 
their forefathers and children, — the familiar face of generations. 

“The pope’s blessing, methinks, has fallen upon you,” observed the 
sculptor, looking at his friend. 

In truth, Donatello’s countenance indicated a healthier spirit than 
while he was brooding in his melancholy tower. The change of scene, the 
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breaking up of custom, the fresh flow of incidents, the sense of being 
homeless, and therefore free, had done something for our poor Faun; 
these circumstances had at least promoted a reaction, which might else 
have been slower in its progress. Then, no doubt, the bright day, the gay 
spectacle of the market-place, and the sympathetic exhilaration of so 
many people’s cheerfulness, had each their suitable effect on a temper 
naturally prone to be glad. Perhaps, too, he was magnetically conscious of 
a presence that formerly sufficed to make him happy. Be the cause what 
it might, Donatello’s eyes shone with a serene and hopeful expression 
while looking upward at the bronze pope, to whose widely diffused bless- 
ing, it may be, he attributed all this good influence. 

^^Yes, my dear friend,” said he, in reply to the sculptor’s remark, 
feel the blessing upon my spirit.” 

‘Tt is wonderful,” said Kenyon, with a smile, “wonderful and delight- 
ful to think how long a good man’s beneficence may be potent, even after 
his death. How great, then, must have been the efficacy of this excellent 
pontiff’s blessing while he was alive 1 ” 

“I have heard,” remarked the Count, “that there was a brazen image 
set up in the wilderness, the sight of which healed the Israelites of their 
poisonous and rankling wounds. If it be the Blessed Virgin’s pleasure, 
why should not this holy image before us do me equal good? A wound has 
long been rankling in my soul, and filling it with poison.” 

“I did wrong to smile,” answered Kenyon. “It is not for me to limit 
Providence in its operations on man’s spirit.” 

While they stood talking, the clock in the neighboring cathedral told 
the hour, with twelve reverberating strokes, which it flung down upon the 
crowded market-place, as if warning one and all to take advantage of the 
bronze pontiff’s benediction, or of Heaven’s blessing, however proffered, 
before the opportunity were lost. 

“High noon,” said the sculptor. “It is Miriam’s hour! ” 


CHAPTER XXXV 

The Bronze Pontiff’s Benediction 

When the last of the twelve strokes had fallen from the cathedral clock, 
Kenyon threw his eyes over the busy scene of the market-place, expecting 
to discern Miriam somewhere in the crowd. He looked next towards the 
cathedral itself, where it was reasonable to imagine that she might have 
taken shelter, while awaiting her appointed time. Seeing no trace of her in 
either direction, his eyes came back from their quest somewhat disap- 
pointed, and rested on a figure which was leaning, like Donatello and him- 
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self, on the iron balustrade that surrounded the statue. Only a moment 
before, they two had been alone. 

It was the figure of a woman, with her head bowed on her hands, as if 
she deeply felt — what we have been endeavoring to convey into our feeble 
description — the benign and awe-inspiring influence which the pontiff’s 
statue exercises upon a sensitive spectator. No matter though it were 
modelled for a Catholic chief priest, the desolate heart, whatever be its 
religion, recognizes in that image the likeness of a father. 

‘^Miriam,” said the sculptor, with a tremor in his voice, ^^is it yourself?” 

^^It is I,” she replied; am faithful to my engagement, though with 
many fears.” 

She lifted her head, and revealed to Kenyon — revealed to Donatello 
likewise — the well-remembered features of Miriam. They were pale and 
worn, but distinguished even now, hough less gorgeously, by a beauty 
that might be imagined bright enough to glimmer with its own light in a 
dim cathedral aisle, and had no need to shrink from the severer test of the 
mid-day sun. But she seemed tremidous, and hardly able to go through 
with a scene which at a distance she had found courage to undertake. 

^‘You are most welcome, Miriam! ’ said the sculptor, seeking to afford 
her the encouragement which he saw she so greatly required. ‘T have a 
hopeful trust that the result of this interview will be propitious. Come; 
let me lead you to Donatello.” 

'^No, Kenyon, no!” whispered Miriam, shrinking back; ‘^unless of his 
own accord he speaks my name, — unless he bids me stay, — no word shall 
ever pass between him and me. It is not that I take upon me to be proud 
at this late hour. Among other feminine qualities, I threw away my pride 
when Hilda cast me off.” 

“If not pride, what else restrains you?” Kenyon asked, a little angry at 
her unseasonable scruples, and also at this half-complaining reference to 
Hilda’s just severity. “After daring so much, it is no time for fear! If we 
let him part from you without a word, your opportunity of doing him in- 
estimable good is lost forever.” 

“True; it will be lost forever!” repeated Miriam, sadly, “But, dear 
friend, will it be my fault? I willingly fling my woman’s pride at his feet. 
But — do you not see? — ^his heart must be left freely to its own decision 
whether to recognize me, because on his voluntary choice depends the 
whole question whether my devotion will do him good or harm. Except he 
feel an infinite need of me, I am a burden and fatal obstruction to him!” 

“Take your own course, then, Miriam,” said Kenyon; “and, doubtless, 
the crisis being what it is, your spirit is better instructed for its emer- 
gencies than mine.” 

While the foregoing words passed between them they had withdrawn a 
little from the immediate vicinity of the statue, so as to be out of Dona- 
tello’s hearing. Still, however, they were beneath the pontiff’s outstretched 
hand ; and Miriam, with her beauty and her sorrow, looked up into his be- 
nignant face, as if she had come thither for his pardon and paternal affec- 
tion, and despaired of so vast a boon. 
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Meanwhile, she had not stood thus long in the public square of Perugia, 
without attracting the observation of many eyes. With their quick sense 
of beauty, these Italians had recognized her loveliness, and spared not to 
take their fill of gazing at it; though their native gentleness and courtesy 
made their homage far less obtrusive than that of Germans, French, or 
Anglo-Saxons might have been. It is not improbable that Miriam had 
planned this momentous interview, on so public a spot and at high noon, 
with an eye to the sort of protection that would be thrown over it by a 
multitude of eye-witnesses. In circumstances of profound feeling and pas- 
sion, there is often a sense that too great a seclusion cannot be endured ; 
there is an indefinite dread of being quite alone with the object of our 
i deepest interest. The species of solitude that a crowd harbors within itself 
! is felt to be preferable, ki certain conditions of the heart, to the remote- 
[ ness of a desert or the depths of an untrodden wood. Hatred, love, or what- 
' ever kind of too intense emotion, or even indifference, where emotion has 
once been, instinctively seeks to interpose some barrier between itself and 
the corresponding passion in another breast. This, we suspect, was what 
Miriam had thought of, in coming to the thronged piazza; partly this, and 
partly, as she said, her superstition that the benign statue held good in- 
fluences in store. 


But Donatello remained leaning against the balustrade. She dared not 
glance towards him, to see whether he were pale and agitated, or calm as 
ice. Only, she knew that the moments were fleetly lapsing away, and that 
his heart must call her soon, or the voice would never reach her. She 
turned quite away from him and spoke again to the sculptor. 

‘T have wished to meet you,’’ said she, ‘Tor more than one reason. 
News has come to me respecting a dear friend of ours. Nay, not of mine! 
I dare not call her a friend of mine, though once the dearest.” 

“Do you speak of Hilda?” exclaimed Kenyon, with quick alarm. “Has 
anything befallen her? When I last heard of her, she was still in Rome, 
and well.” 


“Hilda remains in Rome,” replied Miriam, “nor is she ill as regards 
physical health, though much depressed in spirits. She lives quite alone in 
her dove-cote; not a friend near her, not one in Rome, which, you know, 
is deserted by all but its native inhabitants. I fear for her health, if she 
continue long in such solitude, with despondency preying on her mind. I 
tell you this, knowing the interest which the rare beauty of her character 
has awakened in you.” 

“I will go to Rome!” said the sculptor, in great emotion. “Hilda has 
never allowed me to manifest more than a friendly regard; but, at least, 
she cannot prevent my watching over her at a humble distance. I will set 
out this very hour.” 

“Do not leave us now! ” whispered Miriam, imploringly, and laying her 
hand on his arm. “One moment more I Ah ; he has no word for me ! ” 

“Miriam! ” said Donatello. 


Though but a single word, and the first that he had spoken, its tone was 
a warrant of the sad and tender depth from which it came. It told Miriam 
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things of infinite importance, and, first of all, that he still loved her. The 
sensfi^oLtheir Jtnutual crime had stunned, but not destroyed, the vitality of 
his affection; it was therefore indestructible. That tone, too, bespoke an 
altered and deepened character; it told of a vivified intellect, and ol 
Spiritual instruction that had come through sorrow and remorse ; so that 
instead of the wild boy, the thing of sportive, animal nature, the sylvan 
Paun, here was now the man of feeling and intelligence. 

She turned towards him, while his voice still reverberated in the depths 
of her soul. 

^^You have called me!’’ said she. 

^‘Because my deepest heart has need of you!” he replied. “Forgive, 
Miriam, the coldness, the hardness with which I parted from you’ I was 
bewildered with strange horror and gloom.” 

“Alas! and it was I that brought it on you,” said she. “What repent- 
ance, what self-sacrifice, can atone for that infinite wrong? There was 
something so sacred in the innocent ind joyous life which you were lead- 
ing! A happy person is such an unaxustomed and holy creature in this 
sad world! And, encountering so rar^^ a being, and gifted with the power 
of sympathy with his sunny life, it was my doom, mine, to bring him 
within the limits of sinful, sorrowful mortality! Bid me depart, Dona- 
tello! Fling me off! No good, through my agency, can follow upon such a 
mighty evil!” 

“Miriam,” said he, “our lot lies together. Is it not so? Tell me, in 
Heaven’s name, if it be otherwise.” 

,, ^Donatello’s conscience was evidently perplexed with doubt, whether 
the communion of a crime, such as they two were jointly stained with, 
bughl hot to stifle all the instinctive motions of their hearts, impelling 
them one towards the other. Miriam, on the other hand, remorsefully 
questioned with herself whether the misery, already accruing from her in* 
fluence, should not warn her to withdraw from his path. In this moment- 
ous interview, therefore, two souls were groping for each other in the 
darkness of guilt and sorrow, and hardly were bold enough to grasp the 
cold hands that they found. 

The sculptor stood watching the scene with earnest sympathy. 

“It seems irreverent,” said he, at length; “intrusive, if not irreverent, 
for a third person to thrust himself between the two solely concerned in a 
crisis like the present. Yet, possibly as a by-stander, though a deeply in- 
terested one, I may discern somewhat of truth that is hidden from you 
both ; nay, at least interpret or suggest some ideas which you might not so 
readily convey to each other.” 

“Speak! ” said Miriam. “We confide in you.” 

“Speak! ” said Donatello. “You are true and upright” 

“I well know,” rejoined Kenyon, “that I shall not succeed in uttering 
the few, deep words which, in this matter, as in all others, include the 
absolute truth. B ut here^ Miriam, is one whom a terrible misfortune has 
be^un to educateT it has** taken him, and through your agency, out of a 
wild and happylFale, within circumscribed limits, gave him joys 
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that he cannot elsewhere find on earth. On his behalf, you have incurred a 
responsibility which you cannot fling aside. And here, Donatello, is one 
whom Providence marks out as intimately connected with your destiny. 
The mysterious process, by which our earthly life instructs us for another 
state of being, was begun for you by her. SJie has rich gifts of heart and 
QUiQidt a suggestive power, a magnetic influence, ‘a syinpatheticknov^ledge, 
which, wisely and religiously exercised, are what your condition needs. 
5|ie possesses what you require, and, with utter self-devotion, will use it 
for your good. The bond betwixt you, therefore, is a true one, and never 
— except by Heaven’s own act — should be rent asunder.” 

‘‘Ah; he has spoken the truth I” cried Donatello, grasping Miriam’s 
hand. 

“The very truth, dear friend,” cried Miriam. - 

“But take heed,” resumed the sculptor, anxious not to violate the 
integrity of his own conscience, — “take heed; for you love one another, 
and yet your bond is twined with such black threads that you must never 
look upon it as identical with the ties that unite other loving souls. It is 
for mutual support; it is for one another’s final good; it is for effort, for 
sacrifice, but not for earthly happiness. If such be your motive, believe 
me, friends, it were better to relinquish each other’s hands at this sad mo- 
ment. There would be no holy sanction on your wedded life.” 

“None,” said Donatello, shuddering. “We know it well.” 

“None,” repeated Miriam, also shuddering. “United — ^miserably en- 
tangled with me, rather — by a bond of guilt, our union might be for 
eternity, indeed, and most intimate; but, through all that endless dura- 
tion, I should be conscious of his horror.” 

“Not for earthly bliss, therefore,” said Kenyon, “but for mutual eleva- 
tion, and encouragement towards a severe and painful life, you take each 
other’s hands. And if, out of toil, sacrifice, prayer, penitence, and earnest 
effort towards right things, there comes, at length, a sombre and thought- 
ful happiness, taste it, and thank Heaven I So that you live not for it, — 
so that it be a wayside flower, springing along a path that leads to higher 
ends, — it will be Heaven’s gracious gift, and a token that it recognizes 
your union here below.” 

“Have you no more to say?” asked Miriam, earnestly. “There is mat- 
ter of sorrow and lofty consolation strangely mingled in your words.” 

“Only this, dear Miriam,” said the sculptor; “if ever in your lives the 
highest duty should require from either of you the sacrifice of the other, 
meet the occasion without shrinking. This is all.” 

While Kenyon spoke, Donatello had evidently taken in the ideas which 
he propounded, and had ennobled them by the sincerity of his reception. 
His aspect unconsciously assumed a dignity, which, elevating his former 
beauty, accorded with the change that had long been taking place in his 
Interior self. He was a man, revolving grave and deep thoughts in his 
breast. He still held Miriam’s hand; and there they stood, the beautiful 
man, the beautiful woman, united forever, as they felt, in the presence of 
these thousand eye-witnesses, who gazed so curiously at the unintelligible 
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scene. poiy3ttl£iss^lhex^ them as lovers, and fancied this a 

betroffial that was destined to resuTl uTIife-Iong happiness. And, possibly, 
ft might Who can tell where happiness may come; or where, though 
ah expected guest, it may never show its face? Perhaps — shy, subtle thing 
— it had crept into this sad marriage-bond, when the partners would have 
trembled at its presence as a crime. 

^Tarewelir^ said Kenyon; go to Rome.’’ 

“Farewell, true friend!” said Miriam. 

“Farewell!” said Donatello too. “May you be happy. You have no 
guilt to make you shrink from happiness.” 

At this moment it so chanced that all the three friends by one impulse 
glanced upward at the statue of Pope Julius; and there was the majestic 
figure stretching out the hand of benediction over them, and bending 
upon this guilty and repentant pair its visage of grand benignity. 
There is a singular effect oftentimes when, out of the midst of engrossing 
fought and deep absorption, we suddenly look up, and catch a glimpse 
of external objects. We seem at such moments to look farther and deeper 
Into them, than by any premeditatec observation; it is as if they met our 
eyes alive, and with all their hidden meaning on the surface, but grew 
again inanimate and inscrutable the instant that they became aware of 
our glances. So now, at that unexpected glimpse, Miriam, Donatello, and 
the sculptor, all three imagined that they beheld the bronze pontiff en- 
dowed with spiritual life. A blessing was felt descending upon them from 
his outstretched hand ; he approved by look and gesture the pledge of a 
deep union that had passed under his auspices. 


CHAPTER XXXVI 

Hilda’s Tower 

When we have once known Rome, and left her where she lies, like a long- 
decaying corpse, retaining a trace of the noble shape it was, but with ac- 
cumulated dust and a fungous growth overspreading all its more admir- 
able features, — left her in utter weariness, no doubt, of her narrow, 
crooked, intricate streets, so uncomfortably paved with little squares of 
lava that to tread over them is a penitential pilgrimage, so indescribably 
ugly, moreover, so cold, so alley-like, into which the sun never falls, and 
where a chill wind forces its deadly breath into our lungs, — left her, tired 
of the sight of those immense seven-storied, yellow-washed hovels, or call 
them palaces, where all that is dreary in domestic life seems magnified 
and multiplied, and weary of climbing those staircases, which ascend 
from a ground-floor of cook-shops, cobblers’ stalls, stables, and regiments 
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of cavalry, to a middle region of princes, cardinals, and ambassadors, and 
an upper tier of artists, just beneath the unattainable sky, — left her, worn 
out with shivering at the cheerless and smoky fireside by day, and feast- 
ing with our own substance the ravenous little populace of a Roman bed 
at night, — left her, sick at heart of Italian trickery, which has uprooted 
whatever faith in man’s integrity had endured till now, and sick at stom- 
ach of sour bread, sour wine, rancid butter, and bad cookery, needlessly 
bestowed on evil meats, — left her, disgusted with the pretence of holiness 
and the reality of nastiness, each equally omnipresent, — left her, half 
lifeless from the languid atmosphere, the vital principle of which has been 
used up long ago, or corrupted by myriads of slaughters, — left her, 
crushed down in spirit with the desolation of her ruin, and the hopeless- 
ness of her future, — left her, in short, hating her with all our might, and 
adding our individual curse to the infinite anathema which her old crimes 
have unmistakably brought down, — when we have left Rome in such 
mood as this, we are astonished by the discovery, by and by, that our 
heart-strings have mysteriously attached themselves to the Eternal City, 
and are drawing us thitherward again, as if it were more familiar, more 
intimately our home, than even the spot where we were born. 

It is with a kindred sentiment, that we now follow the course of our 
story back through the Flaminian Gate, and, treading our way to the Via 
Portoghese, climb the staircase to the upper chamber of the tower where 
we last saw Hilda. 

Hilda all along intended to pass the summer in Rome ; for she had laid 
out many high and delightful tasks, which she could the better complete 
while her favorite haunts were deserted by the multitude that thronged 
them throughout the winter and early spring. Nor did she dread the sum- 
mer atmosphere, although generally held to be so pestilential. She had 
already made trial of it, two years before, and found no worse effect than 
a kind of dreamy languor, which was dissipated by the first cool breezes 
that came with autumn. The thickly populated centre of the city, indeed, 
is never affected by the feverish influence that lies in wait in the Cam- 
pagna, like a besieging foe, and nightlj^ haunts those beautiful lawns and 
woodlands, around the suburban villas, just at the season when they most 
resemble Paradise. What the flaming sword was to the first Eden, such is 
the malaria to these sweet gardens and groves. We may wander through 
them, of an afternoon, it is true, but they cannot be made a home and a 
reality, and to sleep among them is death. They are but illusions, there- 
fore, like the show of gleaming waters and shadowy foliage in a desert. 

But Rome, within the walls, at this dreaded season, enjoys its festal 
days, and makes itself merry with characteristic and hereditary pastimes, 
for which its broad piazzas afford abundant room. It leads its own life 
with a freer spirit, now that the artists and foreign visitors are scattered 
abroad. No bloom, perhaps, would be visible in a cheek that should be 
unvisited, throughout the summer, by more invigorating winds than any 
within fifty miles of the city; no bloom, but yet, if the mind kept its 
healthy energy, a subdued and colorless well-being. There was conse- 
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quently little risk in Hilda purpose to pass the summer days in the gal- 
leries of Roman palaces, and her nights in that aerial chamber, whither 
the heavy breath of the city and its suburbs could not aspire. It would 
probably harm her no more than it did the white doves, who sought the 
same high atmosphere at sunset, and, when morning came, flew down into 
the narrow streets, about their daily business, as Hilda likewise did. 

With the Virgin’s aid and blessing, which might be hoped for even by a 
heretic, who so religiously lit the lamp before her shrine, the New Eng- 
land girl would sleep securely in her old Roman tower, and go forth on 
her pictorial pilgrimages without dread or peril. In view of such a sum- 
mer, Hilda had anticipated many months of lonely, but unalloyed enjoy- 
ment. Not that she had a churlish disinclination to society, or needed to 
be told that we taste one intellectual pleasure twice, and with double the 
result, when we taste it with a friend But, keeping a maiden heart within 
her bosom, she rejoiced in the freedom that enabled her still to choose hei 
own sphere, and dwell in it, if she ph ased, without another inmah). 

Her expectation, however, of a r elightful summer was wo fully dis- 
appointed. Even had she formed no Drevious plan of remaining tliere, it 
is improbable that Hilda would have gathered energy to stir from Rome. 
A torpor, heretofore unknown to her vivacious though quiet temperament, 
had possessed itself of the poor girl, like a half-dead serpent knotting its 
cold, inextricable wreaths about her limbs. It was that peculiar despair 
that chill and heavy misery, which only the innocent can experience, al- 
though it possesses many of the gloomy characteristics that mark a sense 
of guilt. It was that heart -sickness, which, it is to be hoped, we may all of 
us have been pure enough to feel, once in our lives, but the capacity for 
which is usually exhausted early, and perhaps with a single agony. It was 
that dismal certainty of the existence of evil in the world, which, though 
we may fancy ourselves fully assured of the sad mystery long before, 
never becomes a portion of our practical belief until it t^es substance 
and reality from the sin of some guide, whom we have deeply trusted and 
revered, or some friend whom we have dearly loved. 

When that knowledge comes, it is as if a cloud had suddenly gathered 
over the morning light ; so dark a cloud, that there seems to be no longer 
any sunshine behind it or above it. The character of our individual be- 
loved one having invested itself with all the attributes of right, — that one 
friend being to us the symbol and representative of whatever is good and 
true, — when he falls, the effect is amost as if the sky fell with him, bring- 
ing down in chaotic ruin the columns that upheld our faith. We struggle 
forth again, no doubt, bruised and bewildered. We stare wildly about us, 
and discover — or, it may be, we never make the discovery — that it was 
U Qt act ually the sky that has tumbled down, but merely a frail structure 
of our own rearihgj'which never rose higher than the house-tops, and has 
fallen because we founded it on nothing. But the crash, and the affright 
and trouble, are as overwhelming, for the time, as if the catastrophe in- 
volved the whole moral world. Remembering these things, let them sug- 
gest one generous motive for walking heedfully amid the defilement ot 
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earthly waysl Let us reflect, that the highest path is pointed out by the 
pure Ideal of those who look up to us, and who, if we tread less loftily, 
may never look so high again. 

Hilda’s situation was made infinitely more wretched by the necessity 
of confining all her trouble within her own consciousness. To this inno- 
cent girl, holding the knowledge of Miriam’s crime within her tend^^r and 
delicate soul, the effect was almost the same as if she herself had par- 
ticipated in the guilt. Indeed, partaking the human nature of those who 
could perpetrate such deeds, she felt her own spotlessness impugned. 

Had there been but a single friend, — or, not a friend, since friends were 
no longer to be confided in, after Miriam had betrayed her trust, — but, 
had there been any calm, wise mind, any sympathizing intelligence; or, 
if not these, any dull, half-listening ear into which she might have flung 
the dreadful secret, as into an echoless cavern, — what a relief would have 
ensued! But this awful loneliness! It enveloped her whithersoever she 
went. It was a shadow in the sunshine of festal days; a mist between her 
eyes and the pictures at which she strove to look; a chill dungeon, which 
kept her in its gray twilight and fed her with its unwholesome air, fit only 
for a criminal to breathe and pine in! She could not escape from it. In the 
effort to do so, straying farther into the intricate passages of our nature, 
she stumbled, ever and again, over this deadly idea of mortal guilt. 

Poor sufferer for another’s sin! Poor well-spring of a virgin’s heart, 
into which a murdered corpse had casually fallen, and whence it could 
not be drawn forth again, but lay there, day after day, night after night, 
tainting its sweet atmosphere with the scent of crime and ugly death! 

The strange sorrow that had befallen Hilda did not fail to impress its 
mysterious seal upon her face, and to make itself perceptible to sensitive 
observers in her manner and carriage. A young Italian artist, who fre- 
quented the same galleries which Hilda haunted, grew deeply interested 
in her expression. One day, while she stood before Leonardo da Vinci’s 
picture of Joanna of Aragon, but evidently without seeing it, — for, though 
it had attracted her eyes, a fancied resemblance to Miriam had immediate- 
ly drawn away her thoughts, — this artist drew a hasty sketch which he 
afterwards elaborated into a finished portrait. It represented Hilda as 
gazing with sad and earnest horror at a blood-spot which she seemed just 
then to have discovered on her white robe. The picture attracted consider- 
able notice. Copies of an engraving from it may still be found in the 
print-shops along the Corso. By many connoisseurs, the idea of the face 
was supposed to have been suggested by the portrait of Beatrice Cenci; 
and, in fact, there was a look somewhat similar to poor Beatrice’s forlorn 
^ gaze out of the dreary isolation and remoteness, in which a terrible doom 
I bad involved a tender soul. But the modern artist strenuously upheld the 
originality of his own picture, as well as the stainless purity of its subject, 
and chose to call it — and was laughed at for his pains — ^Tnnocence, dying 
of a blood-stain!” 

^^Your picture, Signore Panini, does you credit,” remarked the picture- 
dealer, who had bought it of the young man for fifteen scudi, and after- 



THE MARBLE FAUN 


781 

wards sold it for ten times the sum; “but it would be worth a better price 
if you had given it a more intelligible title. Looking at the face and ex- 
pression of this fair signorina, we seem to comprehend readily enough, 
that she is undergoing one or another of those troubles of the heart to 
which young ladies are but too liable. But what is this blood -stain? And 
what has innocence to do with it? Has she stabbed her perfidious lover 
with a bodkin?’’ 

“She! she commit a crime!” cried the young artist. “Can you look at 
the innocent anguish in her face, and ask that question? No; but, as I 
read the mystery, a man has been slain in her presence, and the blood, 
spurting accidentally on her white robe, has made a stain which eats into 
her life.” 

“Then, in the name of her patron saint,” exclaimed the picture-dealer, 
“why don’t she get the robe made white again at the expense of a few 
baiocchi to her washer-woman? No, ao, my dear Panini. The picture be- 
ing now my property, I shall call it ‘ The Signorina’s Vengeance.’ She has 
stabbed her lover overnight, and is epenting it betimes the next morn- 
ing. So interpreted, the picture becomes an intelligible and very natural 
representation of a not uncommon fac t.” 

Thus coarsely does the world translate all finer griefs that meet its eye. 
It is more a coarse world than an unkind one. 

But Hilda sought nothing either from the world’s delicacy or its pity, 
and never dreamed of its misinterpretations. Her doves often flew in 
through the windows of the tower, winged messengers, bringing her what 
sympathy they could, and uttering soft, tender, and complaining sounds, 
deep in their bosoms, which soothed the girl more than a distincter utter- 
ance might. And sometimes Hilda moaned quietly among the doves, 
teaching her voice to accord with theirs, and thus finding a temporary re- 
lief from the burden of her incommunicable sorrow, as if a little portion of 
it, at least, had been told to these innocent friends, and been understood 
and pitied. 

When she trimmed the lamp before the Virgin’s shrine, Hilda gazed ai 
the sacred image, and, rude as was the workmanship, beheld, or fancied, 
expressed with the quaint, powerful simplicity which sculptors sometimes 
had five hundred years ago, a woman’s tenderness responding to her gaze. 
If she knelt, if she prayed, if her oppressed heart besought the sympathy 
of divine womanhood afar in bliss, but not remote, because forever hu- 
manized by the memory of mortal griefs, was Hilda to be blamed? It was 
not a Catholic kneeling at an idolatrous shrine, but a child lifting its tear- 
stained face to seek comfort from a mother. 
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CHAPTER XXXVn 

The Emptiness of Picture Galleries 

Hilda descended, day by day, from her dove-cote, and went to one or 
another of the great, old palaces, — the Pamfili Doria, the Corsini, the 
Sciarra, the Borghese, the Colonna, — where the door-keepers knew her 
well, and offered her a kindly greeting. But they shook their heads and 
sighed, on observing the languid step with which the poor girl toiled up 
the grand marble staircases. There was no more of that cheery alacrit\ 
with which she used to flit upward, as if her doves had lent her theii 
wings, nor of that glow of happy spirits which had been wont to set the 
tarnished gilding of the picture-frames and the shabby splendor of the 
furniture all a-glimmer, as she hastened to her congenial and delightful 
toil. 

An old German artist, whom she often met in the galleries, once laid a 
paternal hand on Hilda’s head, and bade her go back to her own country. 

^‘Go back soon,” he said, with kindly freedom and directness, “or you 
will go never more. And, if you go not, why, at least, do you spend the 
whole summer-time in Rome? The air has been breathed too often, in so 
many thousand years, and is not wholesome for a little foreign flower like 
you, my child, a delicate wood-anemone from the western forest-land.” 

“I have no task nor duty anywhere but here,” replied Hilda. “The old 
masters will not set me free ! ” 

“Ah, those old masters!” cried the veteran artist, shaking his head. 
“They are a tyrannous race! You will find them of too mighty a spirit to 
be dealt with, for long together, by the slender hand, the fragile mind, 
and the delicate heart, of a young girl. Remember that Raphael’s genius 
wore out that divinest painter before half his life was lived. Since you 
feel his influence powerfully enough to reproduce his miracles so well, it 
will assuredly consume you like a flame.” 

“That might have been my peril once,” answered Hilda. “It is not so 
now.” 

“Yes, fair maiden, you stand in that peril now!” insisted the kind old 
man ; and he added, smiling, yet in a melancholy vein, and with a Ger- 
man grotesqueness of idea, “Some fine morning, I shall come to the Pina- 
cotheca of the Vatican, with my palette and my brushes, and shall look 
for my little American artist that sees into the very heart of the grand 
pictures! And what shall I behold? A heap of white ashes on the marble 
floor, just in front of the divine Raphael’s picture of the Madonna da 
Foligno! Nothing more, upon my word! The fire, which the poor child 
feels so fervently, will have gone into her innermost, and burnt her quite 
up!” 

“It would be a happy martyrdoml” said Hilda, faintly smiling. “But I 
am far from being worthy of it. What troubles me much, among other 



THE MARBLE FAUN 


783 

troubles, is quite the reverse of what you think. The old masters hold me 
here, it is true, but they no longer warm me with their influence. It is not 
flame consuming, but torpor chilling me, that helps to make me 
wretched.’^ 

^Terchance, then,’’ said the German, looking keenly at her, ^'Raphael 
has a rival in your heart? He was your first-love; but young maidens are 
not always constant, and one flame is sometimes extinguished by an- 
other!” 

Hilda shook her head, and turned away. 

She had spoken the truth, however, in alleging that torpor, rather than 
fire, was what she had now to dread In those gloomy days that had be- 
fallen her, it was a great additional calamity that she felt conscious of the 
present dimness of an insight, whica she once possessed in more than 
ordinary measure. She had lost — and she trembled lest it should have de- 
parted forever — the faculty of appieciating those great works of art, 
which heretofore had made so large a portion of her happiness. It was no 
wonder. 

A picture, however admirable the painter’s art, and wonderful his pow- 
er, requires of the spectator a surrender of himself, in due proportion with 
the miracle which has been wrought Let the canvas glow as it may, you 
must look with the eye of faith, or its highest excellence escapes you. 
There is always the necessity of helyiing out the painter’s art with your 
own resources of sensibility and imagination. Not that these qualities 
shall really add anything to what the master has effected ; but they must 
be put so entirely under his control, and work along with him to such an 
extent, that, in a different mood, when you are cold and critical, instead of 
sympathetic, you will be apt to fancy that the loftier merits of the pic- 
ture were of your own dreaming, not of his creating. 

Like all revelations of the better life, the adequate perception of a 
great work of art demands a gifted simplicity of vision. In this, and in her 
self-surrender, and the depth and tenderness of her sympathy, had lain 
Hilda’s remarkable power as a copyist of the old masters. And now that 
her capacity of emotion was choked up with a horrible experience, it in- 
evitably followed that she should seek in vain, among those friends so 
venerated and beloved, for the marvels which they had heretofore shown 
her. In spite of a reverence that lingered longer than her recognition, 
their poor worshipper became almost an infidel, and sometimes doubted 
whether the pictorial art be not altogether a delusion. 

For the first time in her life, Hilda now grew acquainted with that icy 
demon of weariness, who haunts great picture galleries. He is a plausible 
Mephistopheles, and possesses the magic that is the destruction of all 
other magic. He annihilates color, warmth, and, more especially, senti- 
ment and passion, at a touch. If he spare anything, it will be some such 
matter as an earthen pipkin, or a bunch of herrings by Teniers; a brass 
kettle, in which you can see your face, by Gerard Douw; a furred robe, 
or the silken texture of a mantle, or a straw hat, by Van Mieris ; or a long- 
stalked wine-glass, transparent and full of shifting reflection, or a bit of 
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bread and cheese, or an over-ripe peach, with a fly upon it, truer than 
reality itself, by the school of Dutch conjurers. These men, and a few 
Flemings, whispers the wicked demon, were the only painters. The mighty 
Italian masters, as you deem them, were not human, nor addressed their 
work to human sympathies, but to a false intellectual taste, which they 
themselves were the first to create. Well might they call their doings 
‘'art,” for they substituted art instead of nature. Their fashion is past, 
and ought, indeed, to have died and been buried along with them. 

Then there is such a terrible lack of variety in their subjects. The 
churchmen, their great patrons, suggested most of their themes, and a 
dead mythology the rest. A quarter-part, probably, of any large collection 
of pictures, consist of Virgins and infant Christs, repeated over and over 
again in pretty much an identical spirit, and generally with no more mix- 
ture of the Divine than just enough to spoil them as representations of 
maternity and childhood, with which everybody's heart might have some- 
thing to do. Half of the other pictures are Magdalens, Flights into Egypt, 
Crucifixions, Depositions from the Cross, Pietas, Noli-me-tangeres, or 
the Sacrifice of Abraham, or martyrdoms of saints, originally painted as 
altar-pieces, or for the shrines of chapels, and wofully lacking the accom- 
paniments which the artist had in view. 

The remainder of the gallery comprises mythological subjects, such as 
nude Venuses, Ledas, Graces, and, in short, a general apotheosis of 
nudity, once fresh and rosy perhaps, but yellow and dingy in our day, 
and retaining only a traditionary charm. These impure pictures are from 
the same illustrious and impious hands that adventured to call before us 
the august forms of Apostles and Saints, the Blessed Mother of the Re- 
deemer, and her Son, at his death, and in his glory, and even the awful- 
ness of Him, to whom the martyrs, dead a thousand years ago, have not 
3^et dared to raise their eyes. They seem to take up one task or the other 
— the disrobed woman whom they call Venus, or the type of highest and 
tenderest womanhood in the mother of their Saviour — ^with equal readi- 
ness, but to achieve the former with far more satisfactory success. If an 
artist sometimes produced a picture of the Virgin, possessing warmth 
enough to excite devotional feelings, it was probably the object of his 
earthly love to whom he thus paid the stupendous and fearful homage of 
setting up her portrait to be worshipped, not figuratively as a mortal, but 
by religious souls in their earnest a^irations towards Divinity. And who 
can trust the religious sentiment of Raphael, or receive any of his Virgins 
as heaven-descended likenesses, after seeing, for example, the Fornarina 
of the Barberini Palace, and feeling how sensual the artist must have been 
to paint such a brazen trollop of his own accord, and lovingly? Would 
the Blessed Mary reveal herself to his spiritual vision, and favor him with 
sittings alternately with that type of glowing earthliness, the Fornarina? 

But no sooner have we given expression to this irreverent criticism, 
than a throng of spiritual faces look reproachfully upon us. We see 
cherubs by Raphael, whose baby-innocence could only have been nursed 
in paradise; angels by Raphael as innocent as they, but whose serene in 
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telligence embraces both earthly and celestial things; madonnas by 
Raphael, on whose lips he has impressed a holy and delicate reserve, im- 
plying sanctity on earth, and into whose soft eyes he has thrown a light 
which he never could have imagined except by raising his own eyes with a 
pure aspiration heavenward. We remember, too, that divinest counten- 
ance in the Transfiguration, and withdraw all that we have said. 

Poor Hilda, however, in her gloomiest moments, was never guilty of 
the high treason suggested in the above remarks against her beloved and 
honored Raphael. She had a faculty (which, fortunately for themselves, 
pure women often have) of ignoring all moral blotches in a character that 
won her admiration. She purified the objects of her regard by the mere 
act of turning such spotless eyes upon them. 

.Hilda^s despondency, nevertheles.**, while it dulled her perceptions in 
one respect, had deepened them in another; she saw beauty less vividly, 
but felt truth, or the lack of it, moie profoundly. She began to suspect 
that some, at least, of her venerated painters, had left an inevitable hol- 
lowness in their works, because, in the most renowned of them, they es- 
sayed to express to the world what tliey had not in their own souls. They 
deified their light and wandering afiections, and were continually play- 
ing off the tremendous jest, alluded to above, of offering the features of 
some venal beauty to be enshrined in the holiest places. A deficiency of 
earnestness and absolute truth is generally discoverable in Italian pic- 
tures, after the art had become consummate. When you demand what is 
deepest, these painters have not wherewithal to respond. They substituted 
a keen intellectual perception, and a marvellous knack of external ar- 
rangement, instead of live sympathy and sentiment which should have 
been their inspiration. And hence it happens, that shallow and worldly 
men are among the best critics of their works; a taste for pictorial art is 
often^no more than a polish upon the hard enamel of an artificial char- 
acter?"Hirda^had lavished her whole heart upon it, and found (just as if 
she had lavished it upon a human idol) that the greater part was thrown 
away. 

For some of the earlier painters, however, she still retained much of her 
former reverence. Fra Angelico, she felt, must have breathed a humble 
aspiration between every two touches of his brush, in order to have made 
the finished picture such a visible prayer as we behold it, in the guise of a 
prim angel, or a saint without the human nature. Through all these dusky 
centuries, his works may still help a struggling heart to pray. Perugino 
was evidently a devout man; and the Virgin, therefore, revealed herself 
to him in loftier and sweeter faces of celestial womanhood, and yet with 
a kind of homeliness in their human mould, than even the genius of Ra- 
phael could imagine. Sodoma, beyond a question, both prayed and wept, 
while painting his fresco, at Siena, of Christ bound to a pillar. 

In her present need and hunger for a spiritual revelation, Hilda felt a 
vast and weary longing to see this last-mentioned picture once again. It is 
inexpressibly touching. So weary is the Saviour, and utterly worn out 
with agony, that his lips have fallen apart from mere exhaustion; his 
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eyes seem to be set ; he tries to lean his head against the pillar, but is kept 
from sinking down upon the ground only by the cords that bind him. 
One of the most striking effects produced is the sense of loneliness. You 
behold Christ deserted both in heaven and earth; that despair is in him 
which wrung forth the saddest utterance man ever made, “Why hast 
Thou forsaken me?’^ Even in this extremity, however, he is still v^ivine. 
The great and reverent painter has not suffered the Son of God to be 
merely an object of pity, though depicting him in a state so profoundly 
pitiful. He is rescued from it, we know not how, — by nothing less than 
miracle, — ^by a celestial majesty and beauty, and some quality of which 
these are the outward garniture. He is as much, and as visibly, our Re- 
deemer, there bound, there fainting, and bleeding from the scourge, with 
the cross in view, as if he sat on his throne of glory in the heavens! So- 
doma, in this matchless picture, has done more towards reconciling the 
incongruity of Divine Omnipotence and outraged, suffering Humanity, 
combined in one person, than the theologians ever did. 

This hallowed work of genius shows what pictorial art, devoutly exer- 
cised, might effect in behalf of religious truth ; involving, as it does, deep- 
er mysteries of revelation, and bringing them closer to man’s heart, and 
making him tenderer to be impressed by them, than the most eloquent 
words of preacher or prophet. 

It is not of pictures like the above that galleries, in Rome or elsewhere, 
are made up, but of productions immeasurably below them, and requiring 
to be appreciated by a very different frame of mind. Few amateurs are 
endowed with a tender susceptibility to the sentiment of a picture; they 
are not won from an evil life, nor anywise morally improved by it. The 
dove of art, therefore, differs widely in its influence from the love of na- 
jture; whereas, if art had not strayed away from its legitimate paths and 
jaims, it ought to soften and sweeten the lives of its worshippers, in even a 
Jmore exquisite degree than the contemplation of natural objects. But, of 
lits own potency, it has no such effect; and it fails, likewise, in that other 
Itest of its moral value which poor Hilda was now involuntarily trying 
■upon it. It cannot comfort the heart in affliction ; it grows dim when the 
shadow is upon us. 

^ So the melancholy girl wandered through those long galleries, and 
over the mosaic pavements of vast, solitary saloons, wondering what had 
become of the splendor that used to beam upon her from the walls. She 
grew sadly critical, and condemned almost everything that she was wont 
to admire. Heretofore, her sympathy went deeply into a picture, yet 
seemed to leave a depth which it was inadequate to sound ; now, on the 
contrary, her perceptive faculty penetrated the canvas like a steel probe, 
and found but a crust of paint over an emptiness. Not that she gave up all 
art as worthless; only it had lost its consecration. One picture in ten 
thousand, perhaps, ought to live in the applause of mankind, from gen- 
eration to generation, until the colors fade and blacken out of sight, or 
the canvas rot entirely away. For the rest, let them be piled in garrets. 
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just as the tolerable poets are shelved, when their little day is over. Is a 
painter more sacred than a poet? 

And as for these galleries of Roman palaces, they were to Hilda, — 
though she still trod them with the forlorn hope of getting back her sym- 
pathies, — they were drearier than the whitewashed walls of a prison cor- 
ridor. If a magnificent palace were founded, as was generally the case, on 
hardened guilt and a stony conscience, — if the prince or cardinal who 
stole the marble of his vast mansion from the Coliseum, or some Roman 
temple, had perpetrated still deadlier crimes, as probably he did, — there 
could be no fitter punishment for his ghost than to wander perpetually 
through these long suites of rooms, over the cold marble or mosaic of the 
floors, growing chiller at every eternal footstep. Fancy the progenitor of 
the Dorias thus haunting those heavy halls where his posterity reside! 
Nor would it assuage his monotonoi s misery, but increase it manifold, to 
be compelled to scrutinize those m^^sterpieces of art, which he collected 
with so much cost and care, and gaz ng at them unintelligently, still leave 
a further portion of his vital warmth at every one. 

Such, or of a similar kind, is the torment of those who seek to enjoy 
pictures in an uncongenial mood. Every haunter of picture galleries, we 
should imagine, must have experienced it, in greater or less degree; Hilda 
never till now, but now most bitterly 

And now, for the first time in her lengthened absence, comprising so 
many years of her young life, she began to be acquainted with the exile^s 
pain. Her pictorial imagination brought up vivid scenes of her native vil- 
lage, with its great, old elm-trees; and the neat, comfortable houses, 
scattered along the wide, grassy margin of its street, and the white meet- 
ing-house, and her mother’s very door, and the stream of gold-brown wa- 
ter, which her taste for color had kept flowing, all this while, through her 
remembrance. Oh, dreary streets, palaces, churches, and imperial sepul- 
chres of hot and dusty Rome, with the muddy Tiber eddying through the 
midst, instead of the gold-brown rivulet! How she pined under this crum- 
bly magnificence, as if it were piled all upon her human heart! How she 
yearned for that native homeliness, those familiar sights, those faces 
which she had known always, those days that never brought any strange 
event; that life of sober week-days, and a solemn sabbath at the close! 
The peculiar fragrance of a flower-bed, which Hilda used to cultivate, 
came freshly to her memory, across the windy sea, and through the long 
years since the flowers had withered. Her heart grew faint at the hundred 
reminiscences that were awakened by that remembered smell of dead 
blossoms; it was like opening a drawer, where many things were laid 
away, and every one of them scented with lavender and dried rose-leaves. 

We ought not to betray Hilda’s secret; but it is the truth, that being so 
sad, and so utterly alone, and in such great need of sympathy, her 
thoughts sometimes recurred to the sculptor. Had she met him now, her 
heart, indeed, might not have been won, but her confidence would have 
flown to him like a bird to its nest. One summer afternoon, especially. 
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Hilda leaned upon the battlements of her tower, and looked over Rome 
towards the distant mountains, whither Kenyon had told her that he was 
going. 

‘^Oh, that he were here I she sighed; “I perish under this terrible se- 
cret; and he might help me to endure it. Oh, that he were here! ” 

That very afternoon, as the reader may remember, Kenyon felt Hilda’s 
hand pulling at the silken cord that was connected with his heartstrings, 
as he stood looking towards Rome from the battlements of Monte Beni. 


CHAPTER XXXVIII 

Altars and Incense 

Rome has a certain species of consolation readier at hand, for all the 
necessitous, than any other spot under the sky; and Hilda’s despondent 
state made her peculiarly liable to the peril, if peril it can justly be 
termed, of seeking, or consenting, to be thus consoled. 

Had the Jesuits known the situation of this troubled heart, her in- 
heritance of New England Puritanism would hardly have protected the 
poor girl from the pious strategy of those good fathers. Knowing, as they 
do, how to work each proper engine, it would have been ultimately im- 
possible for Hilda to resist the attractions of a faith, which so marvellous- 
ly adapts itself to every human need. Not, indeed, that it can satisfy the 
^soul’s cravings, but, at least, it can sometimes help the soul towards a 
higher satisfaction than the faith contains within itself. It supplies a 
multitude of external forms, in which the spiritual may be clothed and 
manifested; it haL many painted windows, as it were, through which the 
celestial sunshine, else disregarded, may make itself gloriously perceptible 
in visions of beauty and splendor. There is no one want or weakness of 
human nature for which Catholicism will own itself without a remedy; 
cordials, certainly, it possesses in abundance, and sedatives in inexhaus- 
tible variety, and what may once have been genuine medicaments, though 
a little the worse for long keeping. 

To do it justice, Catholicism is such a miracle of fitness for its own 
ends, many of which might seem to be admirable ones, that it is difficult 
to imagine it a contrivance of mere man. Its mighty machinery was forged 
and put together, not on middle earth, but either above or below. If there 
were but angels to work it, instead of the very different class of engineers 
who now manage its cranks and safety-valves, the system would soon 
vindicate the dignity and holiness of its origin 

Hilda had heretofore made many pilgrimages among the churches of 
Rome, for the sake of wondering at their gorgeousness. Without a glimpse 
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at these palaces of worship, it is impossible to imagine the magnificence 
of the religion that reared them. Many of them shine with burnished 
gold. They glow with pictures. Their walls, columns, and arches seem a 
quarry of precious stones, so beautiful and costly are the marbles with 
which they are inlaid. Their pavements are often a mosaic, of rare work- 
manship. Around their lofty cornices hover flights of sculptured angels; 
and within the vault of the ceiling and the swelling interior of the dome, 
there are frescos of such brilliancy, and wrought with so artful a perspec- 
tive, that the sky, peopled with sainted forms, appears to be opened, only 
a little way above the spectator. Then there are chapels, opening from 
the side-aisles and transepts, decorated by princes for their own burial- 
places, and as shrines for their especial saints. In these, the splendor of 
the entire edifice is intensified and gathered to a focus. Unless words were 
gems, that would flame with many-colored light upon the page, and throw 
thence a tremulous glimmer into the reader’s eyes, it were vain to at- 
tempt a description of a princely chapel. 

Restless with her trouble, Hilda low entered upon another pilgrimage 
among these altars and shrines. She climbed the hundred steps of the Ara 
Coeli; she trod the broad, silent nave of St. John Lateran; she stcx)d in 
the Pantheon, under the round opening in the dome, through which the 
blue sunny sky still gazes down, as it used to gaze when there were Ro- 
man deities in the antique niches. She went into every church that rose 
before her, but not now to wonder at its magnificence, when she hardly 
noticed more than if it had been the pine-built interior of a New England 
meeting-house. 

She went — and it was a dangerous errand — to observe how closely and 
comfortingly the popish faith applied itself to all human occasions. It 
was impossible to doubt that multitudes of people found their spiritual 
advantage in it, who would find none at all in our own formless mode of 
worship; which, besides, so far as the sympathy of prayerful souls is 
concerned, can be enjoyed only at stated and too unfrequented periods* 
But here, whenever the hunger for divine nutriment came upon the soul, 
it could on the instant he appeased. At one or another altar, the incense 
was forever ascending; the mass always being f)erformed, and carr3dng 
upward with it the devotion of such as had not words for their own pray- 
er. And yet, if the worshipper had his individual petition to offer, his own 
heart-secret to whisper below his breath, there were divine auditors evef 
ready to receive it from his lips; and what encouraged him still more, 
these auditors had not always been divine, but kept, within their heaven-^ 
ly memories, the tender humility of a human experience. Now a saint in 
heaven, but once a man on earth. 

Hilda saw peasants, citizens, soldiers, nobles, women with bare heads, 
ladies in their silks, entering the churches individually, kneeling for mo- 
ments, or for hours, and directing their inaudible devotions to the shrine 
of some saint of their own choice. In his hallowed person, they felt them- 
selves possessed of an own friend in heaven. They were too humble to ap- 
proach the Deity directly. Conscious of their unworthiness, they asked 
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the mediation of their sympathizing patron, who, on the score of his an- 
cient martyrdom, and after many ages of celestial life, might venture to 
talk with the Divine Presence, almost as friend with friend. Though 
dumb before its Judge, even despair could speak, and pour out the misery 
of its soul like water, to an advocate so wise to comprehend the case, and 
eloquent to plead it, and powerful to win pardon, whatever were the g jilt. 
Hilda witnessed what she deemed to be an example of this species of con- 
fidence between a young man and his saint. He stood before a shrine, 
writhing, wringing his hands, contorting his whole frame in an agony 
of remorseful recollection, but finally knelt down to weep and pray. If 
Ibis youth had been a Protestant, he would have kept all that torture 
pent up in his heart, and let it burn there till it seared him into indiffer- 
ence. 

Often and long, Hilda lingered before the shrines and chapels of the 
Virgin, and departed from them with reluctant steps. Here, perhaps, 
strange as it may seem, her delicate appreciation of art stood her in good 
stead, and lost Catholicism a convert. If the painter had represented 
Mary with a heavenly face, poor Hilda was now in the very mood to wor- 
ship her, and adopt the faith in which she held so elevated a position. 
But she saw that it was merely the flattered portrait of an earthly beauty; 
the wife, at best, of the artist; or, it might be, a peasant-girl of the Cam- 
pagna, or some Roman princess, to whom he desired to pay his court. For 
love, or some even less justifiable motive, the old painter had apotheo- 
sized these women ; he thus gained for them, as far as his skill would go, 
not only the meed of immortality, but the privilege of presiding over 
Christian altars, and of being worshipped with far holier fervors than 
while they dwelt on earth. Hilda^s fine sense of the fit and decorous could 
not be betrayed into kneeling at such a shrine. 

She never found just the virgin mother whom she needed. Here, it was 
an earthly mother, worshipping the earthly baby in her lap, as any and 
every mother does, from Eve^s time downward. In another picture, there 
was a dim sense, shown in the mother’s face, of some divine quality in the 
child. In a third, the artist seemed to have had a higher perception, and 
had striven hard to shadow out the Virgin’s joy at bringing the Saviour 
into the world, and her awe and love, inextricably mingled, of the little 
form which she pressed against her bosom. So far was good. But still, 
Hilda looked for something more; a face of celestial beauty, but human 
as well as heavenly, and with the shadow of past grief upon it; bright 
with immortal youth, yet matronly and motherly; and endowed with a 
queenly dignity, but infinitely tender, as the highest and deepest attribute 
of her divinity. 

“Ah,” thought Hilda to herself, “why should not there be a woman to 
listen to the prayers of women? a mother in heaven for all motherless 
girls like me? In all God’s thought and care for us, can he have withheld 
this boon, which our weakness so much needs?” 

Oftener than to the other churches, she wandered into St. Peter’s. 
Within its vast limits, she thought, and beneath the sweep of its great 
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dome, there should be space for all forms of Christian truth; room both 
for the faithful and the heretic to kneel; due help for every creature^s 
spiritual want. 

Hilda had not always been adequately impressed by the grandeur of 
this mighty cathedral. When she first lifted the heavy leathern curtain, at 
one of the doors, a shadowy edifice in her imagination had been dazzled 
out of sight by the reality. Her preconception of St. Peter’s was a struc- 
ture of no definite outline, misty in its architecture, dim and gray and 
huge, stretching into an interminable perspective, and over-arched by a 
dome like the cloudy firmament. Beneath that vast breadth and height, 
as she had fancied them, the personal man might feel his littleness, and 
the soul triumph in its immensity. So, in her earlier visits, when the com- 
passed splendor of the actual interio * glowed before her eyes, she had pro* 
fanely called it a great prettiness; ^ gay piece of cabinet-work, on a Ti- 
tanic scale; a jewel-casket, marvellously magnified. 

This latter image best pleased hei fancy; a casket, all inlaid, in the in- 
side, with precious stones of various hue, so that there should not be a 
hair’s-breadth of the small interior unadorned with its resplendent gem. 
Then, conceive this minute wonder c f a mosaic box, increased to the mag- 
nitude of a cathedral, without losing the intense lustre of its littleness, but 
all its petty glory striving to be sublime. The magic transformation from 
the minute to the vast has not been so cunningly effected but that the rich 
adornment still counteracts the impression of space and loftiness. The 
spectator is more sensible of its limits than of its extent. 

Until after many visits, Hilda continued to mourn for that dim, illimit- 
able interior, which with her eyes shut she had seen from childhood, but 
which vanished at her first glimpse through the actual door. Her childish 
vision seemed preferable to the cathedral which Michael Angelo, and all 
the great architects, had built; because, of the dream edifice, she had 
said, “How vast it is!” while of the real St. Peter’s she could only say, 
“After all, it is not so immense!’' Besides, such as the church is, it can 
nowhere be made visible at one glance. It stands in its own way. You 
see an aisle, or a transept; you see the nave, or the tribune; but, on ac- 
count of its ponderous piers and other obstructions, it is only by this 
fragmentary process that you get an idea of the cathedral. 

There is no answering such objections. The great church smiles calmly 
upon its critics, and, for all response, says, “Look at me! ” and if you still 
murmur for the loss of your shadowy perspective, there comes no reply 
save, “Look at me!” in endless repetition, as the one thing to be said 
And, after looking many times, with long intervals between, you dis- 
cover that the cathedral has gradually extended itself over the whole com- 
pass of your idea; it covers all the site of your visionary temple, and has 
room for its cloudy pinnacles beneath the dome. 

One afternoon, as Hilda entered St. Peter’s in sombre mood, its in- 
terior beamed upon her with all the effect of a new creation. It seemed an 
embodiment of whatever the imagination could conceive, or the heart de- 
sire, as a magnificent, comprehensive, majestic symbol of religious faith ^ 



792 XHE WORKS OT HAWTHORNE 

All Splendor was included within its verge, and there was space foi* all. 
She gazed with delight even at the multiplicity of ornament. She was glad 
at the cherubim that fluttered upon the pilasters, and of the marble doves, 
hovering unexpectedly, with green olive-branches of precious stones. She 
could ^are nothing, now, of the manifold magnificence that had been 
lavished, in a hundred places, richly enough to have made world-far lous 
shrines in any other church, but which here melted away into the vast 
sunny breadth, and were of no separate account. Yet each contributed 
its little all towards the grandeur of the whole. 

She would not have banished one of those grim popes, who sit each over 
his own tomb, scattering cold benedictions out of their marble hands; nor 
a single frozen sister of the Allegoric family, to whom — as, like hired 
mourners at an English funeral, it costs them no wear and tear of heart 
— is assigned the office of weeping for the dead. If you choose to see these 
things, they present themselves; if you deem them unsuitable and out of 
place, they vanish, individually, but leave their life upon the walls. 

The pavement! it stretched out inimitably, a plain of many-colored 
marble, where thousands of worshippers might kneel together, and shad- 
owless angels tread among them without brushing their heavenly gar- 
ments against those earthly ones. The roof! the dome! Rich, gorgeous, 
filled with sunshine, cheerfully sublime, and fadeless after centuries, those 
I lofty depths seemed to translate the heavens to mortal comprehension, 
land help the spirit upward to a yet higher and wider sphere. Must not the 
I faith, that built this matchless edifice, and warmed, illuminated, and 
loverflowed from it, include whatever can satisfy human aspirations at the 
^oftiest, or minister to human necessity at the sorest? If Religion had a 
knaterial home, was it not here? 

As the scene which we but faintly suggest shone calmly before the New 
England maiden at her entrance, she moved, as if by very instinct, to one 
of the vases of holy water, upborne against a column by two mighty 
cherubs. Hilda dipped her fingers, and had almost signed the cross upon 
her breast, but forbore, and trembled, while shaking the water from her 

I finger-tips. She felt as if her mother^s spirit, somewhere within the dome, 
were looking down upon her child, the daughter of Puritan forefathers, 
and weeping to behold her ensnared by these gaudy superstitions. So she 
strayed sadly onward, up the nave, and towards the hundred golden 
lights that swarm before the high altar. Seeing a woman, a priest, and a 
soldier kneel to kiss the toe of the brazen St. Peter, who protrudes it be- 
yond his pedestal, for the purpose, polished bright with former saluta- 
tions, while a child stood on tiptoe to do the same, the glory of the church 
was darkened before Hilda’s eyes. But again she went onward into re- 
moter regions. She turned into the right transept, and thence found her 
way to a shrine, in the extreme corner of the edifice, which is adorned 
with a mosaic copy of Guido’s beautiful Archangel, treading on the pros- 
trate fiend. 

This was one of the few pictures, which, in these dreary days, had not 
faded nor deteriorated in Hilda’s estimation; not that it was better than 
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many in which she no longer took an interest; but the subtile delicacy of 
the painter’s genius was peculiarly adapted to her character. She felt, 
while gazing at it, that the artist had done a great thing, not merely fof 
the Church of Rome, but for the cause of Good. The moral of the picture, 
the immortfil youth and loveliness of Virtue, and its irresistible might 
against ugly Evil, appealed as much to Puritans as Catholics. 

Suddenly, and as if it were done in a dream, Hilda found herself kneel- 
ing before the shrine, under the ever-burning lamp that throws its rays 
upon the Archangel’s face. She laid her forehead on the marble steps be- 
fore the altar, and sobbed out a prayer; she hardly knew to whom^ 
whether Michael, the Virgin, or the Father; she hardly knew for what^ 
save only a vague longing, that thus the burden of her spirit might be 
lightened a little. 

In an instant she snatched herself up, as it were, from her knees, all 
a-throb with the emotions which were struggling to force their way out 
of her heart by the avenue that had so nearly been opened for them. Yet 
there was a strange sense of relief won by that momentary, passionate 
prayer; a strange joy, moreover, whether from what she had done, or for 
what she had escaped doing, Hilda < ould not tell. But she felt as one half 
stifled, who has stolen a breath of air. 

Next to the shrine where she had knelt, there is another, adorned with 
a picture by Guercino, representing a maiden’s body in the jaws of the 
sepulchre, and her lover weeping over it; while her beatified spirit looks 
down upon the scene, in the society of the Saviour and a throng of saints* 
Hilda wondered if it were not possible, by some miracle of faith, so to rise 
above her present despondency that she might look down upon what she 
was, just as Petronilla in the picture looked at her own corpse. A hope, 
born of hysteric trouble, fluttered in her heart. A presentiment, or what 
she fancied such, whispered her, that, before she had finished the circuit 
of the cathedral, relief would come. 

The unhappy are continually tantalized by similar delusions of succor 
near at hand; at least, the despair is very dark that has no such will-o’- 
the-wisp to glimmer in it. 


CHAPTER XXXIX 

The World’s Cathedral 

Still gliding onward, Hilda now looked up into the dome, where the sun- 
shine came through the western windows, and threw across long shafts of 
light. They rested upon the mosaic figures of two evangelists above the 
cornice. These great beams of radiance, traversing what seemed the 
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empty space, were made visible in misty glory, by the holy cloud of in- 
cense, else unseen, which had risen into the middle dome. It was to Hilda 
as if she beheld the worship of the priest and people ascending heaven- 
ward, purified from its alloy of earth, and acquiring celestial substance in 
the golden atmosphere to which it aspired. She wondered if angels did not 
sometimes hover within the dome, and show themselves, in brief glimpses, 
floating amid the sunshine and the glorified vapor, to those who devoutly 
worshipped on the pavement. 

She had now come into the southern transept. Around this portion of 
the church are ranged a number of confessionals. They are small taber- 
nacles of carved wood, with a closet for the priest in the centre; and, on 
either side, a space for a penitent to kneel, and breathe his confession 
through a perforated auricle into the good father ^s ear. Observing this 
arrangement, though already familiar to her, our poor Hilda was anew 
impressed with the infinite convenience — if we may use so poor a phrase 
— of the Catholic religion to its devout believers. 

Who, in truth, that considers the matter, can resist a similar impres- 
sion! In the hottest fever-fit of life, they can always find, ready for their 
need, a cool, quiet, beautiful place of worship. They may enter its sacred 
precincts at any hour, leaving the fret and trouble of the world behind 
them, and purifying themselves with a touch of holy water at the thres- 
hold. In the calm interior, fragrant of rich and soothing incense, they may 
hold converse with some saint, their awful, kindly friend. And, most 
precious privilege of all, whatever perplexity, sorrow, guilt, may weigh 
upon their souls, they can fling down the dark burden at the foot of the 
cross, and go forth — to sin no more, nor be any longer disquieted; but 
to live again in the freshness and elasticity of innocence. 

‘^Do not these inestimable advantages,’^ thought Hilda, ‘‘or some of 
them at least, belong to Christianity itself? Are they not a part of the 
blessings which the system was meant to bestow upon mankind? Can the 
faith in which I was born and bred be perfect, if it leave a weak girl like 
me to wander, desolate, with this great trouble crushing me down?” 

A poignant anguish thrilled within her breast ; it was like a thing that 
had life, and was struggling to get out. 

“Oh, help! Oh, help! ” cried Hilda; “I cannot, cannot bear it! ” 

Only by the reverberations that followed — arch echoing the sound to 
arch, and a pope of bronze repeating it to a pope of marble, as each sat 
enthroned over his tomb — did Hilda become aware that she had really 
spoken above her breath. But, in that great space, there is no need to 
hush up the heart within one’s own bosom, so carefully as elsewhere; and 
if the cry reached any distant auditor, it came broken into many frag- 
ments, and from various quarters of the church. 

Approaching one of the confessionals, she saw a woman kneeling with- 
in. Just as Hilda drew near, the penitent rose, came forth, and kissed the 
hand of the priest, who regarded her with a look of paternal benignity, 
and appeared to be giving her some spiritual counsel, in a low voice. She 
then knelt to receive his blessing, which was fervently bestowed. Hilda 
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was so struck with the peace and joy in the woman^s face, that, as the lat- 
ter retired, she could not help speaking to her, 

^'You look very happy! said she. ‘Is it so sweet, then, to go to the 
confessional?’^ 

“Oh, very sweet, my dear signorinal” answered the woman, with 
moistened eyes and an affectionate smile; for she was so thoroughly 
softened with what she had been doing, that she felt as if Hilda were her 
younger sister. “My heart is at rest now. Thanks be to the Saviour, and 
the Blessed Virgin and the saints, and this good father, there is no more 
trouble for poor Teresa! ” 

“I am glad for your sake,” said Hilda, sighing for her own. “I am a 
poor heretic, but a human sister ; and I rejoice for you ! ” 

She went from one to another of the confessionals, and, looking at each, 
perceived that they were inscribed with gilt letters: on one, Pro Italica 
Lingua; on another. Pro Flandrk a Lingua; on a third. Pro Polonica 
Lingua; on a fourth. Pro Illyrio Lingua; on a fifth. Pro Hispanica 
Lingua. In this vast and hospitabh cathedral, worthy to be the religious 
heart of the whole world, there was ^oom for all nations; there was access 
to the Divine Grace for every Christian soul; there was an ear for what 
the overburdened heart might have to murmur, speak in what native 
tongue it would. 

When Hilda had almost completed the circuit of the transept, she came 
to a confessional — the central part was closed, but a mystic rod protruded 
from it, indicating the presence of a priest within — on which was in- 
scribed, Pro Anglica Lingua, 

It was the word in season! If she had heard her mother’s voice from 
within the tabernacle, calling her, in her own mother-tongue, to come and 
lay her poor head in her lap, and sob out all her troubles, Hilda could not 
have responded with a more inevitable obedience. She did not think; she 
only felt. Within her heart was a great need. Close at hand, within the 
veil of the confessional, was the relief. She flung herself down in the 
penitent’s place; and, tremulously, passionately, with sobs, tears, and the 
turbulent overflow of emotion too long repressed, she poured out the dark 
story which had infused its poison into her innocent life. 

Hilda had not seen, nor could she now see the visage of the priest. But, 
at intervals, in the pauses of that strange confession, half choked by the 
struggle of her feelings toward an outlet, she heard a mild, calm voice, 
somewhat mellowed by age. It spoke soothingly; it encouraged her; it led 
her on by apposite questions that seemed to be suggested by a great and 
tender interest, and acted like magnetism in attracting the girl’s confi- 
dence to this unseen friend. The priest’s share in the interview, indeed, re- 
sembled that of one who removes the stones, clustered branches, or what- 
ever entanglements impede the current of a swollen stream. Hilda could 
have imagined — so much to the purpose were his inquiries — that he wai 
already acquainted with some outline of what she strove to tell him. 

Thus assisted, she revealed the whole of her terrible secret! The whole, 
except that no name escaped her lips. 
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And, ah, what a reliefl When the hysteric gasp, the strife between 
words and sobs, had subsided, what a torture had passed away from her 
aoull It was ail gone; her bosom was as pure now as in her childhood. 
She was a girl again; she was Hilda of the dove-cote; not that doubtful 
creature whom her own doves had hardly recognized as their mistress and 
playmate, by reason of the death-scent that clung to her garments! 

After she had ceased to speak, Hilda heard the priest bestir himself 
with an old man’s reluctant movement. He stepped out of the confession- 
al; and as the girl was still kneeling in the penitential corner, he sum- 
moned her forth. 

^^Stand up, my daughter,’’ said the mild voice of the confessor; ^^what 
we have further to say must be spoken face to face.” 

Hilda did his bidding, and stood before him with a downcast visage, 
which flushed and grew pale again. But it had the wonderful beauty 
which we may often observe in those who have recently gone through a 
great struggle, and won the peace that lies just on the other side. We see 
it in a new mother’s face; we see it in the faces of the dead; and in 
Hilda’s countenance — which had always a rare natural charm for her 
friends — ^this glory of peace made her as lovely as an angel. 

On her part, Hilda beheld a venerable figure with hair as white as snow, 
and a face strikingly characterized by benevolence. It bore marks of 
thought, however, and penetrative insight; although the keen glances of 
the eyes were now somewhat bedimmed with tears, which the aged shed, 
or almost shed, on lighter stress of emotion than would elicit them from 
younger men. 

^^It has not escaped my observation, daughter,” said the priest, “that 
this is your first acquaintance with the confessional. How is this?” 

“Father,” replied Hilda, raising her eyes, and again letting them fall, 
“I am of New England birth, and was bred as what you call a heretic.” 

“From New England!” exclaimed the priest. “It was my own birth- 
place, likewise; nor have fifty years of absence made me cease to love it. 
But, a heretic! And are you reconciled to the Church?” 

“Never, father,” said Hilda. 

“And, that being the case,” demanded the old man, “on what ground, 
my daughter, have you sought to avail yourself of these blessed privileges, 
confined exclusively to members of the one true Church, of confession 
and absolution?” 

“Absolution, father?” exclaimed Hilda, shrinking back. “Oh no, no! I 
never dreamed of that! Only our Heavenly Father can forgive my sins; 
and it is <mly by sincere repentance of whatever wrong I may have done, 
and by my own best efforts towards a higher life, that I can hope for his 
forgiveness! God forbid that I should ask absolution from mortal man! ” 

“Then, wherefore,” rejoined the priest, with somewhat less mildness in 
his tone, — -“wherefore, I ask again, have you taken possession, as I may 
term it, of this holy ordinance; being a heretic, and neither seeking to 
ihare, nor having faith in, the unspeakable advantages which the Church 
offers to its penitents?” 
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^Tather,” answered Hilda, trying to tell the old man the simple truth, 

am a motherless girl, and a stranger here in Italy. I had only God to 
take care of me, and be my closest friend; and the terrible, terrible crime, 
which I have revealed to you, thrust itself between him and me; so that 
I groped for him in the darkness, as it were, and found him not, — found 
nothing but a dreadful solitude, and this crime in the midst of it! I could 
not bear it. It seemed as if I made the awful guilt my own, by keeping it 
hidden in my heart. I grew a fearful thing to myself. I was going mad! ’’ 

‘It was a grievous trial, my poor child !’^ observed the confessor. “Your 
relief, I trust, will prove to be gi eater than you yet know! ’’ 

“I feel already how immense it is! ^ said Hilda, looking gratefully in his 
face. “Surely, father, it was the hand of Providence that led me hither, 
and made me feel that this vast temple of Christianity, this great home of 
religion, must needs contain some cure, some ease, at least, for my un- 
utterable anguish. And it has proved so. I have told the hideous secret; 
told it under the sacred seal of the confessional; and now ii will bum my 
poor heart no more! ” 

“But, daughter,” answered the venerable priest, not unmoved by what 
Hilda said, “you forget! you mistake! — you claim a privilege to which 
you have not entitled yourself! The seal of the confessional, do you say? 
God forbid that it should ever be broken where it has been fairly im- 
pressed; but it applies only to matters that have been confided to its 
keeping in a certain prescribed method, and by persons, moreover, who 
have faith in the sanctity of the ordinance. I hold myself, and any learned 
casuist of the Church would hold me, as free to disclose all the particulars 
of what you term your confession, as if they had come to my knowledge 
in a secular way.” 

“This is not right, father I ” said Hilda, fixing her eyes on the old man’s. 

“Do not you see, child,” he rejoined, with some little heat, “with all 
your nicety of conscience, cannot you recognize it as my duty to make the 
story known to the proper authorities; a great crime against public jus- 
tice being involved, and further evil consequences likely to ensue?” 

“No, father, no!” answered Hilda, courageously, her cheeks flushing 
and her eyes brightening as she spoke. “Trust a girl’s simple heart sooner 
than any casuist of your Church, however learned he may be. Trust your 
own heart, too! I came to your confessional, father, as I devoutly believe, 
by the direct impulse of Heaven, which also brought you hither to-day, in 
its mercy and love, to relieve me of a torture that I could no longer bear. 
I trusted in the pledge which your Church has always held sacred between 
the priest and the human soul, which, through his medium, is struggling 
towards its Father above. What I have confided to you lies sacredly be- 
tween God and yourself. Let it rest there, father; for this is right, and if 
you do otherwise, you will perpetrate a great wrong, both as a priest and 
a man! And, believe me, no question, no torture, shall ever force my lips 
to utter what would be necessary, in order to make my confession avail- 
able towards the punishment of the guilty ones. Leave Providence to dea) 
with them!” 
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'^My quiet little countrywoman/^ said the priest, with half a smile on 
his kindly old face, ‘‘you can pluck up a spirit, I perceive, when you fancy 
an occasion for one.’’ 

spirit only to do what I think right,” replied Hilda, simply. “In 
otJjer respects I am timorous.” 

“But you confuse yourself between right feelings and very fooli^^h in- 
ferences,” continued the priest, “as is the wont of women, — so much I 
have learnt by long experience in the confessional, — ^be they young or old. 
However, to set your heart at rest, there is no probable need for me to re- 
veal the matter. What you have told, if I mistake not, and perhaps 
more, is already known in the quarter which it most concerns.” 

“Known I” exclaimed Hilda. “Known to the authorities of Rome! And 
what will be the consequence?” 

“Hush,” answered the confessor, laying his finger on his lips. “I tell 
you my supposition — mind, it is no assertion of the fact — in order that 
you may go the more cheerfully on your way, not deeming yourself bur- 
dened with any responsibility as concerns this dark deed. And now, 
daughter, what have you to give in return for an old man’s kindness and 
sympathy?” 

“My grateful remembrance,” said Hilda, fervently, “as long as I live! ” 

“And nothing more?” the priest inquired, with a persuasive smile. 
“Will you not reward him with a great joy; one of the last joys that he 
may know on earth, and a fit one to take with him into the better world? 
In a word, will you not allow me to bring you, as a stray lamb into the 
true fold? You have experienced some little taste of the relief and com- 
fort which the Church keeps abundantly in store for all its faithful chil- 
dren. Come home, dear child, — poor wanderer, who hast caught a 
glimpse of the heavenly light, — come home, and be at rest.” 

“Father,” said Hilda, much moved by his kindly earnestness; in which, 
however, genuine as it was, there might still be a leaven of professional 
craft, “I dare not come a step farther than Providence shall guide me. Do 
not let it grieve you, therefore, if I never return to the confessional; never 
dip my fingers in holy water; never sign my bosom with the cross. I am 
a daughter of the Puritans. But, in spite of my heresy,” she added with a 
sweet, tearful smile, “you may one day see the poor girl, to whom you 
have done this great Christian kindness, coming to remind you of it, and 
thank you for it, in the Better Land.” 

The old priest shook his head. But as he stretched out his hands at the 
same moment, in the act of benediction, Hilda knelt down and received 
the blessing with as devout a simplicity as any Catholic of them all. 
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CHAPTER XL 

Hilda and a Friend 

When Hilda knelt to receive the priest benediction, the act was wib 
nessed by a person who stood leaning against the marble balustrade that 
surrounds the hundred golden lights, before the high altar. He had stood 
there, indeed, from the moment of the girFs entrance into the confession- 
al. His start of surprise, at first beholding her, and the anxious gloom that 
afterwards settled on his face, sufficiently betokened that he felt a deep 
and sad interest in what was going forward. 

After Hilda had bidden the priest farewell, she came slowly towards the 
high altar. The individual, to who] a we have alluded, seemed irresolute 
whether to advance or retire. His hesitation lasted so long, that the maid- 
en, straying through a happy rever e, had crossed the wide extent of the 
pavement between the confessional and the altar, before he had decided 
whether to meet her. At last, when within a pace or two, she raised her 
eyes and recognized Kenyon. 

^Tt is you ! ” she exclaimed, with joyful surprise. ‘T am so happy.’^ 

In truth, the sculptor had never before seen, nor hardly imagined, such 
a figure of peaceful beatitude as Hilda now presented. While coming to- 
wards him in the solemn radiance which, at that period of the day, is dif- 
fused through the transept, and showered down beneath the dome, she 
seemed of the same substance as the atmosphere that enveloped her. He 
could scarcely tell whether she was imbued with sunshine, or whether it 
was a glow of happiness that shone out of her. 

At all events, it was a marvellous change from the sad girl, who had en- 
tered the confessional bewildered with anguish, to this bright, yet soft- 
ened image of religious consolation that emerged from it. It was as if one 
of the throng of angelic people, who might be hovering in the sunny 
depths of the dome, had alighted on the pavement. Indeed, this capability 
of transfiguration, which we often see wrought by inward delight on per- 
sons far less capable of it than Hilda, suggests how angels come by their 
beauty. It grows out of their happiness, and lasts forever only because 
that is immortal. 

She held out her hand, and Kenyon was glad to take it in his own, if 
only to assure himself that she was made of earthly material. 

“Yes, Hilda, I see that you are very happy,’' he replied, gloomily, and 
withdrawing his hand after a single pressure. “For me, I never was less so 
than at this moment.” 

“Has any misfortune befallen you?” asked Hilda, with earnestness. 
“Pray tell me, and you shall have my sympathy, though I must still be 
very happy. Now, I know how it is, that the saints above are touched by 
the sorrows of distressed people on earth, and yet are never made wretched 
by them. Not that I profess to be a saint, you know,” she added, smiling 
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radiantly. “But the heart grows so large, and so rich, and so variously en- 
dowed, when it has a great sense of bliss, that it can give smiles to some, 
and tears to others, with equal sincerity, and enjoy its own peace through- 
out all.’’ 

“Do not say you are no saint! ” answered Kenyon, with a smile, though 
he felt that the tears stood in his eyes. “You will still be Saint Hilda, 
whatever church may canonize you.” 

“Ah I you would not have said so, had you seen me but an hour ago! ” 
murmured she. “I was so wretched, that there seemed a grievous sin in it.” 

“And what has made you so suddenly happy?” inquired the sculptor. 
“But first, Hilda, will you not tell me why you were so wretched?” 

“Had I met you yesterday, I might have told you that,” she replied. 
“To-day, there is no need.” 

“Your happiness, then?” said the sculptor, as sadly as before. “Whence 
comes it?” 

“A great burden has been lifted from my heart, — from my conscience, 
I had almost said,” — answered Hilda, without shunning the glance that 
he fixed upon her. “I am a new creature, since this morning. Heaven be 
praised for it! It was a blessed hour — a blessed impulse — that brought 
me to this beautiful and glorious cathedral. I shall hold it in loving re- 
membrance while I live, as the spot where I found infinite peace after in- 
finite trouble.” 

Her heart seemed so full, that it spilt its new gush of happiness, as it 
were, like rich and sunny wine out of an over-brimming goblet. Kenyon 
saw that she was in one of those moods of elevated feeling, when the soul 
IS upheld by a strange tranquillity, which is really more passionate, and 
less controllable, than emotions far exceeding it in violence. He felt that 
there would be indelicacy, if he ought not rather to call it impiety, in his 
stealing upon Hilda, while she was thus beyond her own guardianship, 
and surprising her out of secrets which she might afterwards bitterly re- 
gret betraying to him. Therefore, though yearning to know what had hap- 
pened, he resolved to forbear further question. 

Simple and earnest people, however, being accustomed to speak from 
their genuine impulses, cannot easily, as craftier men do, avoid the sub- 
ject which they have at heart. As often as the sculptor unclosed his lips, 
such words as these were ready to burst out: — 

/ “Hilda, have you flung your angelic purity into that mass of unspeak- 
^able corruption, the Roman Church?” \ 

<^What were you saying?” she asked, as Kenyon forced back an almost 
uttered exclamation of this kind. 

“I was thinking of what you have just remarked about the cathedral,” 
said he, looking up into the mighty hollow of the dome. “It is indeed a 
magnificent structure, and an adequate expression of the Faith which 
built it. When I behold it in a proper mood, — that is to say, when I bring 
my mind into a fair relation with the minds and purposes of its spiritual 
and material architects, — I see but one or two criticisms to make. One is, 
that it needs painted windows.” 



THE MARBLE FAUN 

“Oh, no! said Hilda. “They would be quite inconsistent with so much 
richness of color in the interior of the church. Besides, it is a Gothic or- 
nament, and only suited to that style of architecture, which requires a 
gorgeous dimness.^^ 

“Nevertheless,” continued the sculptor, “yonder square apertures, 
filled with ordinary panes of glass, are quite out of keeping with the sup- 
erabundant splendor of everything about them. They remind me of that 
portion of Aladdin’s palace which he left unfinished, in order that his 
royal father-in-law might put the finishing touch. Daylight, in its natural 
state, ought not to be admitted here. It should stream through a brilliant 
illusion of saints and hierarchies, and old scriptural images, and symbol- 
ized dogmas, purple, blue, golden, and a broad flame of scarlet. Then, it 
would be just such an illumination as the Catholic faith allows to its be- 
lievers. But, give me — to live and die in — the pure, white light of 
heaven!” 

“Why do you look so sorrowfull> at me?” asked Hilda, quietly meeting 
his disturbed gaze. “What would vou say to me? I love the white light 
tool” 

“I fancied so,” answered Kenyon. “Forgive me, Hilda; but I must 
needs speak. You seemed to me a rare mixture of impressibility, sym- 
pathy, sensitiveness to many influences, with a certain quality of common 
sense; — no, not that, but a higher and finer attribute, for which I find no 
better word. However tremulously you might vibrate, this quality, I sup- 
posed, would always bring you back to the equipoise. You were a creature 
of imagination, and yet as truly a New England girl as any with whom 
you grew up in your native village. If there were one person in the world 
whose native rectitude of thought, and something deeper, more reliable, 
than thought, I would have trusted against all the arts of a priesthood, — 
whose taste alone, so exquisite and sincere that it rose to be a moral vir- 
tue, I would have rested upon as a sufficient safeguard, — it was yourself I ” 

“I am conscious of no such high and delicate qualities as you ilow me,” 
answered Hilda. “But what have I done that a girl of New England birth 
and culture, with the right sense that her mother taught her, and the con- 
science that she developed in her, should not do?” 

“Hilda, I saw you at the confessional! ” said Kenyon. 

“Ah, well, my dear friend,” replied Hilda casting down her eyes, and 
looking somewhat confused, yet not ashamed, “you must try to forgive 
me for that, — if you deem it wrong, it has saved my reason, and 
yeiZ Had you been here yesterday, I would have con- 

fessed to you.” 

“Would to Heaven I had ! ” ejaculated Kenyon. 

“I think,” Hilda resumed, “I shall never go to the confessional again; 
for there can scarcely come such a sore trial twice in my life. If I had been 
a wiser girl, a stronger, and a more sensible, very likely I might not have 
gone to the confessional at all. It was the sin of others that drove me 
thither i not my own, though it almost seemed so. Being what I am, I 
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must either have done what you saw me doing, or have gone mad. Would 
that have been better?” 

“Then you are not a Catholic?” asked the sculptor, earnestly. 

“Really, I do not quite know what I am,” replied Hilda, encountering 
his eyes with a frank and simple gaze. “I have a great deal of faith, and 
Catholicism seems to have a great deal of good. Why should not I be a 
Catholic, if I find there what I need, and what I cannot find elsewhere? 
The more I see of this worship, the more I wonder at the exuberance with 
i^ich it adapts itself to all the demands of human infirmity. If its minis- 
ters were but a little more than human, above all error, pure from all in- 
iquity, what a religion would it be! ” 

“I need not fear your conversion to the Catholic faith,” remarked Ken- 
yon, “if you are at all aware of the bitter sarcasm implied in your last ob- 
servation. It is very just. Only the exceeding ingenuity of the system 
stamps it as the contrivance of man, or some worse author; not an emana- 
tion of the broad and simple wisdom from on high.” 

“It may be so,” said Hilda; “but I meant no sarcasm.” 

Thus conversing, the two friends went together down the grand extent 
of the nave. Before leaving the church, they turned to admire again its 
mighty breadth, the remoteness of the glory behind the altar, and the ef- 
fect of visionary splendor and magnificence imparted by the long bars of 
smoky sunshine, which travelled so far before arriving at a place of rest. 

“Thank Heaven for having brought me hither!” said Hilda, fervently. 

Kenyon’s mind was deeply disturbed by his idea of her Catholic pro- 
pensities; and now what he deemed her disproportionate and misapplied 
veneration for the sublime edifice stung him into irreverence. 

“The best thing I know of St. Peter’s,” observed he, “is its equable 
temperature. We are now enjoying the coolness of last winter, which, a 
few months hence, will be the warmth of the present summer. It has no 
cure, I suspect, in all its length and breadth, for a sick soul, but it would 
make an admirable atmospheric hospital for sick bodies. What a delight- 
ful shelter would it be for the invalids who throng to Rome, where the 
sirocco steals away their strength, and the tramontana stabs them through 
and through, like cold steel with a poisoned point! But within these walls, 
the thermometer never varies. Winter and summer are married at the high 
altar, and dwell together in perfect harmony.” 

“Yes,” said Hilda; “and I have always felt this soft, unchanging cli- 
mate of St. Peter’s to be another manifestation of its sanctity.” 

“That is not precisely my idea,” replied Kenyon. “But what a delicious 
life it would be, if a colony of people with delicate lungs — or merely with 
delicate fancies — could take up their abode in this ever-mild and tranquil 
air. These architectural tombs of the popes might serve for dwellings, and 
each brazen sepulchral doorway would become a domestic threshold. 
Then the lover, if he dared, might say to his mistress, ‘Will you share my 
tomb with me?’ and, winning her soft consent, he would lead her to the al- 
tar, and thence to yonder sepulchre of Pope Gregory, which should be 
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their nuptial home. What a life would be theirs, Hilda, in their marblt 
Eden!’’ 

‘^It is not kind, nor like yourself,” said Hilda, gently, “to throw ridicule 
on emotions which are genuine. I revere this glorious church for itself and 
its purposes; and love it, moreover, because here I have found sweet 
peace, after a great anguish.” 

“Forgive me,” answered the sculptor, “and I will do so no more. My 
heart is not so irreverent as my words.” 

They went through the piazza of St. Peter’s and the adjacent streets, 
silently at first ; but, before reaching the bridge of St. Angelo, Hilda’s flow 
of spirits began to bubble forth, like the gush of a streamlet that has been 
shut up, by frost, or by a heavy st(»ne over its source. Kenyon had never 
found her so delightful asmow; so softened out of the chillness of her vir- 
gin pride; so full of fresh thoughts, at which he was often moved to smile, 
although, on turning them over a lit Je more, he sometimes discovered that 
they looked fanciful only because sc absolutely true. 

But, indeed, she was not quite in a normal state. Emerging from gloom 
into sudden cheerfulness, the effec , upon Hilda was as if she were just 
now created. After long torpor, re« eiving back her intellectual activity, 
she derived an exquisite pleasure from the use of her faculties, which were 
set in motion by causes that seemed inadequate. She continually brought 
to Kenyon’s mind the image of a child, making its plaything of every ob- 
ject, but sporting in good faith, and with a kind of seriousness. Looking 
up, for example, at the statue of St. Michael, on the top of Hadrian’s cas- 
tellated tomb, Hilda fancied an interview between the Archangel and the 
old emperor’s ghost, who was naturally displeased at finding his mausol- 
eum, which he had ordained for the stately and solemn repose of his ashes, 
converted to its present purposes. 

“But St. Michael, no doubt,” she thoughtfully remarked, “would final- 
ly convince the Emperor Hadrian that where a warlike despot is sown as 
the seed, a fortress and a prison are the only possible crop.” 

They stopped on the bridge to look into the swift eddying flow of the 
yellow Tiber, a mud-puddle in strenuous motion; and Hilda wondered 
whether the seven-branched golden candlestick, — the holy candlestick of 
the Jews, — which was lost at the Ponte Molle, in Constantine’s time, had 
yet been swept as far down the river as this. 

“It probably stuck where it fell,” said the sculptor; “and, by this time, 
is imbedded thirty feet deep in the mud of the Tiber. Nothing will ever 
bring it to light again.” 

“I fancy you are mistaken,” replied Hilda, smiling. “There was a mean- 
ing and purpose in each of its seven branches, and such a candlestick can- 
not be lost forever. When it is found again, and seven lights are kindled 
and burning in it, the whole world will gain the illumination which it 
needs. Would not this be an admirable idea for a mystic story or parable, 
or seven-branched allegory, full of poetry, art, philosophy, and religion? 
It shall be called The Recovery of the Sacred Candlestick.’ As each 
branch is lighted, it shall have a differently colored lustre from the other 
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sk; and when all the i^even are kindled, their radiance shall combine into 
the intense white light of tnith.’^ 

‘Tositively, Hilda, this is a magnificent conception,^' cried Kenyon. 
‘The more I look at it, the brighter it burns." 

“I think so too," said Hilda, enjoying a childlike pleasure in her own 
idea. “The theme is better suited for verse than prose; and when ^ go 
home to America, I will suggest it to one of our poets. Or, seven poets 
might write the poem together, each lighting a separate branch of the Sa- 
cred Candlestick." 

“Then you think of going home?" Kenyon asked. 

“Only yesterday," she replied, ‘T longed to flee away. Now, all is 
changed, and, being happy again, I should feel deep regret at leaving the 
Pictorial Land. But, I cannot tell. In Rome, there is something dreary and 
awful, which we can never quite escape. At least, I thought so yesterday." 

When they reached the Via Portoghcse, and approached Hilda's tower, 
the doves, who were waiting aloft, flung themselves upon the air, and 
came floating down about her head. The girl caressed them, and respond- 
ed to their cooings with similar sounds from her own lips, and with words 
of endearment; and their joyful flutterings and airy little flights, evident- 
ly impelled by pure exuberance of spirits, seemed to show that the doves 
had a real S 3 mipathy with their mistress's state of mind. For peace had de- 
scended upon her like a dove. 

Bidding the sculptor farewell, Hilda climbed her tower, and came forth 
upon its summit to trim the Virgin's lamp. The doves, well knowing her 
custom, had flown up thither to meet her, and again hovered about her 
head; and very lovely was her aspect, in the evening sunlight, which had 
little further to do with the world, just then, save to fling a golden glory 
on Hilda’s hair, and vanish. 

Turning her eyes down into the dusky street which she had just quitted, 
Hilda saw the sculptor still there, and waved her hand to him. 

“How sad and dim he looks, down there in that dreary street I " she said 
to herself. “Something weighs upon his spirits. Would I could comfort 
him I" 

“How like a spirit she looks, aloft there, with the evening glory round 
her head, and those winged creatures claiming her as akin to them I" 
thought Kenyon, on his part. “How far above me! how unattainable! Ah, 
if I could lift myself to her region I Or,— if it be not a sin to wish it, — 
would that I might draw her down to an earthly fireside 1 " 

What a sweet reverence is that, when a young man deems his mistress a 
little more than mortal, and almost chides himself for longing to bring her 
close to his heart! A trifling circumstance, but such as lovers make much 
of, gave him hope. One of the doves, which had been resting on Hilda’s 
shoulder, suddenly flew downward, as if recognizing him as its mistress’s 
dear friend ; and, perhaps commissioned with an errand of regard, brushed 
his upturned face with its wings, and again soared aloft. 

The sculptcM* watched the bird's return, and saw HOda greet it with a 
smile. 
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CHAPTER XLI 

Snow-drops and Maidenly Delights 

It being still considerably earlier than the period at which artists and 
tourists are accustomed to assemble in Rome, the sculptor and Hilda 
found themselves comparatively alone there. The dense mass of native 
Roman life, in the midst of which they were, served to press them near 
one another. It was as if they had been thrown together on a desert island. 
Or, they seemed to have wandered, by some strange chance, out of the 
common world, and encountered each other in a depopulated city, where 
there were streets of lonely palaces, and unreckonable treasures of beau* 
ttful and admirable things, of whu h they two became the sole inheritors. 

In such circumstances, Hilda’s gentle reserve must have been stronger 
than her kindly disposition permitted, if the friendship between Kenyon 
and herself had not grown as warnt as a maiden’s friendship can ever be, 
without absolutely and avowedly blooming into love. On the sculptor’s 
side, the amaranthine flower was already in full blow. But it is very beau- 
tiful, though the lover’s heart may grow chill at the perception, to ^^‘how 
the snow will sometimes linger in a virgin’s breast, even after the spring is 
well ailvahc^fdrtffisrach alpine soils, the summer will not be anticipate ; 
we^^eK'^vainly for passionate flowers, and blossoms of fervid hue and 
spicy fragrance, finding only snow-drops and sunless violets, when it is al- 
most the full season for the crimson rose. 

With so much tenderness as Hilda had in her nature, it was strange that 
she so reluctantly admitted the idea of love ; especially, as, in the sculp- 
tor, she found both congeniality and variety of taste, and likenesses and 
differences of character ; these being as essential as those to any poignan- 
cy of mutual emotion. 

So Hilda, as far as Kenyon could discern, still did not love him, though 
she admitted him within the quiet circle of her affections as a dear friend 
and trusty counsellor. If we knew what is best for us, or could be content 
with what is reasonably good, the sculptor might well have been satisfied^ 
for a season, with this calm intimacy, which so sweetly kept him a stran- 
ger in her heart, and a ceremonious guest; and yet allowed him the free 
enjo5m[ient of all but its deeper recesses. The flowers that grow outside of 
those minor sanctities have a wild, hasty charm, which it is well to prove; 
there may be sweeter ones within the sacred precinct, but none that will 
die while you are handling them, and bequeath you a delicious legacy, as 
these do, in the perception of their evanescence and unreality. 

And this may be the reason, after all, why Hilda, like so many other 
maidens, lingered on the hither side of passion; her finer instinct and 
keener sensibility made her enjoy those pde delights in a degree of which 
men are incapable. She hesitated to grasp a richer happiness, as possessing 
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already such measure of it as her heart could hold, and of a quality most 
agreeable to her virgin tastes. 

Certainly, they both were very happy. Kenyon’s genius, unconsciously 
wrought upon by Hilda’s influence, took a more delicate character than 
heretofore. He modelled, among other things, a beautiful little statue of 
maidenhood gathering a snow-drop. It was never put into marble, how- 
ever, because the sculptor soon recognized it as one of those fragile crea- 
tions which are true only to the moment that produces them, and are 
wronged if we try to imprison their airy excellence in a permanent ma- 
terial. 

On her part, Hilda returned to her customary occupations with a fresh 
love for them, and yet with a deeper look into the heart of things; such 
as those necessarily acquire who have passed from picture galleries into 
dungeon gloom, and thence come back to the picture gallery again. It is 
questionable whether she was ever so perfect a copyist thenceforth. She 
could not yield herself up to the painter so unreservedly as in times past; 
her character had developed a sturdier quality, which made her less plia- 
able to the influence of other minds. She saw into the picture as profound- 
ly as ever, and perhaps more so, but not with the devout sympathy that 
had formerly given her entire possession of the old master’s idea. She had 
known such a reality, that it taught her to distinguish inevitably the large 
portion that is unreal, in every work of art. Instructed by sorrow, she felt 
that there is something beyond almost all which pictorial genius has pro- 
duced; and she never forgot those sad wanderings from gallery to gallery, 
and from church to church, where she had vainly sought a type of the Vir- 
gin Mother, or the Saviour, or saint, or martyr, which a soul in extreme 
need might recognize as the adequate one. 

How, indeed, should she have found such? How could holiness be re- 
vealed to the artist of an age when the greatest of them put genius and 
imagination in the place of spiritual insight, and when, from the pope 
downward, all Christendom was corrupt? 

Meanwhile, months wore away, and Rome received back that large 
portion of its life-blood which runs in the veins of its foreign and tem- 
porary population. English visitors established themselves in the hotels, 
and in all the sunny suites of apartments, in the streets convenient to the 
Piazza di Spagna; the English tongue was heard familiarly along the Cor- 
so, and English children sported in the Pincian Gardens. 

The native Romans, on the other hand, like the butterflies and grass- 
hoppers, resigned themselves to the short, sharp misery which winter 
brings to a people whose arrangements are made almost exclusively with 
a view to summer. Keeping no fire within doors, except possibly a spark 
or two in the kitchen, they crept out of their cheerless houses into the nar- 
row, sunless, sepulchral streets, bringing their firesides along with them, 
in the shape of little earthen pots, vases, or pipkins, full of lighted char- 
coal and warm ashes, over which they held their tingling finger-ends. 
Even in this half-torpid wretchedness, they still seemed to dread a pes- 
tilence in the sunshine, and kept on the shady side of the piazzas, as 
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scrupulously as in summer. Through the open doorways — no need to shut 
them when the weather within was bleaker than without — a glimpse into 
the interior of their dwellings showed the uncarpeted brick floors, as dis- 
mal as the pavement of a tomb. 

They drew their old cloaks about them, nevertheless, and threw the 
comers over their shoulders, with the dignity of attitude and action that 
have come down to these modern citizens, as their sole inheritance from 
the togated nation. Somehow or other, they managed to keep up their 
poor, frost-bitten hearts against the pitiless atmosphere with a quiet and 
uncomplaining endurance that really seems the most respectable point in 
the present Roman character. For, in New England, or in Russia, or 
scarcely in a hut of the Esquimaux, there is no such discomfort to be 
borne as by Romans in wintry wc^ather, when the orange-trees bear icy 
fruit in the gardens; and when the rims of all the fountains are shaggy 
with icicles, and the Fountain of Trevi skimmed almost across with a 
glassy surface; and when there is i slide in the piazza of St. Peter’s, and 
a fringe of brown, frozen foam ah ng the eastern shore of the Tiber, and 
sometimes a fall of great snow-flakes into the dreary lanes and alleys of 
the miserable city. Cold blasts, t^iat bring death with them, now blow 
upon the shivering invalids, who came hither in the hope of breathing 
balmy airs. 

Wherever we pass our summers, may all our inclement months, from 
November to April, henceforth be spent in some country that recognizes 
winter as an integral portion of its year I 

Now, too, there was especial discomfort in the stately picture galleries, 
where nobody, indeed, — not the princely or priestly founders, nor any 
who have inherited their cheerless magnificence, — ever dreamed of such 
an impossibility as fireside warmth, since those great palaces were built. 
Hilda, therefore, finding her fingers so much benumbed that the spiritual 
influence could not be transmitted to them, was persuaded to leave her 
easel before a picture, on one of these wintry days, and pay a visit to Ken- 
yon’s studio. But neither was the studio anything better than a dismal 
den, with its marble shapes shivering around the walls, cold as the snow- 
images which the sculptor used to model in his boyhood, and sadly behold 
them weep themselves away at the first thaw. 

Kenyon’s Roman artisans, all this while, had been at work on the Cleo- 
patra. The fierce Egyptian queen had now struggled almost out of the im- 
prisoning stone; or, rather, the workmen had found her within the mass 
of marble, imprisoned there by magic, but still fervid to the touch with 
fiery life, the fossil woman of an age that produced statelier, stronger, and 
more passionate creatures than our own. You already felt her compressed 
heat, and were aware of a tiger-like character even in her repose. If Oc- 
tavius should make his appearance, though the marble still held her with- 
in its embrace, it was evident that she would tear herself forth in a twin- 
kling, either to spring enraged at his throat, or, sinking into his arms, to 
make one more proof of her rich blandishments, or, falling lowly at his 
fget, to try the efficacy of a woman’s tears. 
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am ashamed to tell you how much I admire this statue/^ said Hilda. 
‘^No other sculptor could have done it.^^ 

^This is very sweet for me to hear,” replied Kenyon; *^and since your 
reserve keeps you from saying more, I shall imagine you expressing every- 
thing that an artist would wish to hear said about his work.” 

^^You will not easily go beyond my genuine opinion,” answered H'Ida, 
with a smile. 

^^Ah, your kind word makes me very happy,” said the sculptor, ‘‘and I 
need it, just now, on behalf of my Cleopatra. That inevitable period has 
'Come, — for I have found it inevitable, in regard to all my works, — ^when I 
look at what I fancied to be a statue, lacking only breath to make it live, 
and find it a mere lump of senseless stone, into which I have not really 
succeeded in moulding the spiritual part of my idea. I should like, now, — 
only it would be such shameful treatment for a discrowned queen, and my 
own offspring too, — I should like to hit poor Cleopatra a bitter blow on 
her Eg3^tian nose with this mallet.” 

“That is a blow which all statues seemed doomed to receive, sooner or 
later, though seldom from the hand that sculptured them,” said Hilda, 
laughing. “But you must not let yourself be too much disheartened by the 
decay of your faith in what you produce. I have heard a poet express sim- 
ilar distaste for his own most exquisite poem, and I am afraid that this 
final despair, and sense of short-coming, must always be the reward and 
pimishment of those who try to grapple with a great or beautiful idea. It 
only proves that you have been able to imagine things too high for mortal 
faculties to execute. The idea leaves you an imperfect image of itself, 
which you at first mistake for the ethereal reality, but soon find that the 
latter has escaped out of your closest embrace.” 

“And the only consolation is,” remarked Kenyon, “that the blurred 
and imperfect image may still make a very respectable appearance in the 
eyes of those who have not seen the original.” 

“More than that,” rejoined Hilda; “for there is a class of spectators. 
’%hose sympathy will help them to see the perfect through a mist of im- 
perfection. Nobody, I think, ought to read poetry, or look at pictures or 
statues, who cannot find a great deal more in them than the poet or artist 
has actually expressed. Their highest merit is suggestiveness.” 

“You, Hilda, are yourself the only critic in whom I have much faith,” 
said Kenyon. “Had you condemned Cleopatra, nothing should have saved 
her.” 

“You invest me with such an awful responsibility,” she replied, “that I 
shall not dare to say a single word about your other works.” 

“At least,” said the sculptor, “tell me whether you recognize this bust?” 

He pointed to the bust of Donatello. It was not the one which Kenyon 
had begun to model at Monte Beni, but a reminiscence of the Count’s 
face, wrought under the influence of all the sculptor’s knowledge of his 
history, and of his personal and hereditary character. It stood on a 
wooden pedestal, not nearly finished, but with fine white dust ami small 
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chips of marble scattered about it, and itself incrusted all round with the 
white, shapeless substance of the block. In the midst appeared the fea- 
tures, lacking sharpness, and very much resembling a fossil countenance, 
— ^but we have already used this simile, in reference to Cleopatra, — ^with 
the accumulations of long-past ages clinging to it. 

And yet, strange to say, the face had an expression, and a more recog- 
nizable one than Kenyon had succeeded in putting into the clay model at 
Monte Beni. The reader is probably acquainted with Thorwaldsen^s 
three-fold analogy, — the clay model, the Life; the plaster cast, the 
Death; and the sculptured marble, the Resurrection, — and it seemed to 
be made good by the spirit that was kindling up these imperfect features, 
like a lambent flame. 

‘T was not quite sure, at first glance, that I knew the face,” observed 
Hilda; ^Hhe likeness surely is not .1 striking one. There is a good deal of 
external resemblance, still, to the teatures of the Faun of Praxiteles, be- 
tween whom and Donatello, you know, we once insisted that there was a 
perfect twin-brotherhood. But the expression is now so very different!” 

“What do you take it to be?” asked the sculptor. 

“I hardly know how to define it,” she answered. “But it has an effect 
as if I could see this countenance gradually brightening while I look at it. 
It gives the impression of a growing intellectual power and moral sense. 
Donatello’s face used to evince little more than a genial, pleasurable sort 
of vivacity, and capability of enjoyment. ^ But, here, 4 .soul is beiog 
breathed into him ; it is the Faun, but advancing towards a state of high- 
er development. ' 

“Hilda, do you see all this?” exclaimed Kenyon, in considerable sur- 
prise. “I may have had such an idea in my mind, but was quite unaware 
that I had succeeded in conveying it into the marble.” 

“Forgive me,” said Hilda, “but I question whether this striking effect 
has been brought about by any skill or purpose on the sculptor’s part. Is 
it not, perhaps, the chance result of the bust being just so far shaped out, 
in the marble, as the process of moral growth had advanced in the orig- 
inal? A more strokes of the chisd might change the whole expression, 
and so spoil it for what it is now worth.” 

Kenyon, thoughtfully examining 
his work; “and, strangely enough, it was the very expression that I tried 
unsuccessfully to produce in the clay model. Well; not another chip shall 
be struck from the marble.” 

And, accordingly, Donatello’s bust (like that rude, rough mass of the 
head of Brutus, by Michael Angelo, at Florence) has ever since remained 

mistake it for an unsuccessful at- 
tempt towards copying the features of the Faun of Praxiteles, One obser- 

of something more, and lingers long over 
this mysterious face, departing from it reluctantly, and with many a 
glance thrown backward. What perplexes him is the riddle that he sees 
propounded there; tjje ridcUe of tihe swl’s growth, taking its first impulse 
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amid remorse and pain, and struggling through the incrustations of the 
senses. It was the contemplation of this imperfect portrait of Donatello 
that originally interested us in his history, and impelled us to elicit from 
Kenyon what he knew of his friend’s adventures. 


CHAPTER XLII 

Reminiscences of Miriai*^ 

When Hilda and himself turned away from the unfinished bust, the 
sculptor’s mind still dwelt upon the reminiscences which it suggested. 

^^You have not seen Donatello recently,” he remarked, “and therefore 
cannot be aware how sadly he is changed.” 

“No wonder! ” exclaimed Hilda, growing pale. 

The terrible scene which she had witnessed, when Donatello’s face 
gleamed out in so fierce a light, came back upon her memory, almost for 
the first time since she knelt at the confessional. Hilda, as is sometimes 
the case with persons whose delicate organization requires a peculiar safe- 
guard, had an elastic faculty of throwing off such recollections as would 
be too painful for endurance. The first shock of Donatello’s and Miriam’s 
crime had, indeed, broken through the frail defence of this voluntary for- 
getfulness; but, once enabled to relieve herself of the ponderous anguish 
over which she had so long brooded, she had practised a subtile watchful- 
ness in preventing its return. 

“No wonder, do you say?” repeated the sculptor, looking at her with 
interest, but not exactly with surprise; for he had long suspected that 
Hilda had a painful knowledge of events which he himself little more than 
surmised. “Then you know! — ^you have heard! But what can you pos- 
sibly have heard, and through what channel?” 

“Nothing! ” replied Hilda, faintly. “Not one word has reached my ears 
from the lips of any human being. Let us never speak of it again! No, no! 
never again I ” 

“And Miriam! ” said Kenyon, with irrepressible interest. “Is it also for- 
bidden to speak of her?” 

“Hush! do not even utter her name! Try not to think of it!” Hilda 
whispered. “It may bring terrible consequences! ” 

“My dear Hilda! ” exclaimed Kenyon, regarding her with wonder and 
deep sympathy. “My sweet friend, have you had this secret hidden in 
your delicate, maidenly heart, through all these many months! No won- 
der that your life was withering out of you.” 

“It was so, indeed! ” said Hilda, shuddering. “Even now, I sicken at the 
recollection.” 
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“And how could it have come to your knowledge?’’ continued the 
sculptor. “But, no matterl Do not torture yourself with referring to the 
subject. Only, if at any time it should be a relief to you, remember that 
we can speak freely together, for Miriam has herself suggested a confix 
dence between us.” 

“Miriam has suggested this! ” exclaimed Hilda. “Yes, I remember, now, 
her advising that the secret should be shared with you. But I have sur- 
vived the death-struggle that it cost me, and need m^c no further revela- 
tions. And Miriam has spoken to you! What manner of woman can she 
be, who, after sharing in such a deed, can make it a topic of conversation 
with her friends?” 

“Ah, Hilda,” replied Kenyon, “ /ou do not know, for you could never 
learn it from your own heart, which is all purity and rectitude, what a 
mixture of good there may be in tilings evil; and how the greatest crim- 
inal, if you look at his conduct from his own point of view, or from any 
side-point, may seem not so unquestionably guilty, after all. So with Mir- 
iam; so with Donatello. They are, perhaps, partners in what we must call 
awful guilt; and yet, I will own io you, — when I think of the original 
cause, the motives, the feelings, the sudden concurrence of circumstances 
thrusting them onward, the urgenc y of the moment, and the sublime un« 
selfishness on either part, — I know not well how to distinguish it from 
much that the world calls heroism. Might we not render some such verdict 
as this? — ‘Worthy of Death, but not unworthy of Love! ’ ” 

“Never!” answered Hilda, looking at the matter through the clear 
crystal medium of her own integrity. “This thing, as regards its causes, is 
all a mystery to me, and must remain so. But there is, I believe, only one 
right and one wrong; and I do not understand, and may God keep me 
from ever understanding, how two things so totally unlike can be mis- 
taken for one another; nor how two mortal foes, as Right and Wrong 
surely are, can work together in the same deed. This is my faith; and I 
should be led astray, if you could persuade me to give it up.” 

“Alas for poor human nature, then!” said Kenyon, sadly, and yet half 
smiling at Hilda’s unworldly and impracticable theory. “I always felt you, 
my dear friend, a terribly severe judge, and have been perplexed to con- 
ceive how such tender sympathy could coexist with the remorselessness of 
a steel blade. You need no mercy, and therefore know not how to show 
any.” 

“That sounds like a bitter gibe,” said Hilda, with the tears springing 
into her eyes. “But I cannot help it. It does not alter my perception ol 
The truths If there be any such dreadful mixture of good and evil as you 
affirm, — and which appears to me almost more shocking than pure evil,— 
then the good is turned to poison, not the evil to wholesomeness.” 

- The sculptor seemed disposed to say something more, but yielded to the 
gentle steadfastness with which Hilda declined to listen. She grew very 
sad; for a reference to this one dismal topic had set, as it were, a prison- 
door ajar, and allowed a throng of torturing recollections to escape from 
their dungeons into the pure air and white radiance of her soul. She bade 
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Kenyon a briefer farewell thaiB ordinary, and went homeward to her 
tower. 

In spite of her efforts to withdraw them to other subjects, her thoughts 
dwelt upon Miriam; and, as had not heretofore happened, they brought 
with them a painful doubt whether a wrong had not been committed on 
Hilda’s part, towards the friend once so beloved. Something that Miriam 
had said, in their final conversation, recurred to her memory, and seemed 
now to deserve more weight than Hilda had assigned to it, in her horror at 
the crime just perpetrated. It was not that the deed looked less wicked 
and terrible in the retrospect; but she asked herself whether there were 
not other questions to be considered, aside from that single one of Mir- 
iam’s guilt or innocence; as, for example, whether a close bond of friend- 
ship, in which we once voluntarily engage, ought to be severed on account 
of any unworthiness, which we subsequently detect in our friend. For, in 
these unions of hearts, — call them marriage, or whatever else, — we take 
each other for better for worse. Availing ourselves of our friend’s intimate 
affection, we pledge our own, as to be relied upon in every emergency. And 
what sadder, more desperate emergency could there be, than had befallen 
Miriam? Who more need the tender succor of the innocent, than wretches 
stained with guilt! And must a selfish care for the spotlessness of our own 
garments keep us from pressing the guilty ones close to our hearts, where- 
in, for the very reasc«i that we are innocent, lies their securest refuge from 
further ill? 

It was a sad thing for Hilda to find this moral enigma propounded to 
her conscience; and to feel that, whichever way she might settle it, there 
would be a cry of wrong on the other side. Still, the idea stubbornly came 
back, that the tie between Miriam and herself had been real, the affection 
true, and that therefore the implied compact was not to be shaken off. 

^‘Miriam loved me well,” thought Hilda, remorsefully, “and I failed 
her at her sorest need.” 

Miriam loved her well ; and not less ardent had been the affection which 
Miriam’s warm, tender, and generous characteristics had excited in Hil- 
da’s more reserved and quiet nature. It had never been extinguished ; for, 
in part, the wretchedness which Hilda had since endured was but the 
struggle and writhing of her sensibility, still yearning towards her friend. 
And now, at the earliest encouragement, it awoke again, and cried out pit- 
eously, complaining of the violence that had been done it. 

Recurring to the delinquencies of which she fancied (we say “fancied,” 
because we do not unhesitatingly adopt Hilda’s present view, but rather 
suppose her misled by her feelings) — of which she fancied herself guilty 
towards her friend, she suddenly remembered a sealed packet that Mir- 
iam had confided to her. It had been put into her hands with earnest in- 
junctions of secrecy and care, and if unclaimed after a certain period, was 
to be delivered according to its address. Hilda had forgotten it; or, rather, 
fshe bad kept the thought of this commission in the background of her con- 
seriousness, with all other thoughts referring to Miriam. 

But now the recollection of this packet, and the evident stress which 
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Miriam laid upon its delivery at the specified time, impelled Hilda to hur- 
ry up the staircase of her tower, dreading lest the period should already 
have elapsed. 

No; the hour had not gone by, but was on the very point of passing. 
Hilda read the brief note of instruction, on a comer of the envelope, and 
discovered, that, in case of Miriam’s absence from Rome, the packet was 
to be taken to its destination that very day. 

“How nearly I had violated my promise I” said Hilda. “And, since we 
are separated forever, it has the sacredness of an injunction from a dead 
friend. There is no time to be lost.” 

So Hilda set forth in the decline of the afternoon, and pursued her way 
towards the quarter of the city in which stands the Palazzo Cenci. Her 
habit of self-reliance was so simply strong, so natural, and now so well es- 
tablished by long use, that the idea of peril seldom or never occurred to 
Hilda, in her lonely life. 

She differed, in this particular, fn‘m the generality of her sex; although 
the customs and character of her n itive land often produce women who 
meet the world with gentle fearlessness, and discover that its terrors have 
been absurdly exaggerated by the -radition of mankind. In ninety-nine 
cases out of a hundred, the apprehensiveness of women is quite gratuitous. 
Even as matters now stand, they are really safer in perilous situations and 
emergencies than men; and might be still more so, if they trusted them- 
selves more confidingly to the chivalry of manhood. In all her wanderings 
about Rome, Hilda had gone and returned as securely as she had been ac- 
customed to tread the familiar street of her New England village, where 
every face wore a look of recognition. With respect to whatever was evil, 
foul, and ugly, in this populous and corrupt city, she trod as if invisible, 
and not only so, but blind. She was altogether unconscious of anything 
wicked that went along the same pathway, but without jostling or imped- 
ing her, any more than gross substance hinders the wanderings of a spirit. 
Thus it is, that, bad as the world is said to have grown, innocence contin- 
ues to make a paradise around itself, and keep it still unfallen. 

Hilda’s present expedition led her into what was — ^physically, at least 
— the foulest and ugliest part of Rome. In that vicinity lies the Ghetto, 
where thoiisancfe of Jews are crowded within a narrow compass, and lead 
a close, unclean, and multitudinous life, resembling that of maggots when 
they over-populate a decaying cheese. 

Hilda passed on the borders of this region, but had no occasion to step 
within it. Its neighborhood, however, naturally partook of characteristics 
like its own. There was a confusion of black and hideous houses, piled 
massively out of the ruins of former ages; rude and destitute of plan, as a 
pauper would build his hovel, and yet displaying here and there an arched 
gateway, a cornice, a pillar, or a broken arcade, that might have adorned 
a palace. Many of the houses, indeed, as they stood, might once have been 
palaces, and possessed still a squalid kind of grandeur. Dirt was every- 
where, strewing the narrow streets, and incrusting the tall shabbiness of 
the edifices, from the foundations to the roofs; it lay upon the thresholds. 
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and looked out of the windows, and assumed the guise of human life in 
th ^chi ldren that seemed to be engendered out of it. Their father was the 
their mother — a heap of Roman mud. 

"It is a question of speculative interest, whether the ancient Romans 
were as unclean a people as we ever3rwhere find those who have succeeded 
them. There appears to be a kind of malignant spell in the spots that have 
been inhabited by these masters of the world, or made famous in their 
history; an inherited and inalienable curse, impelling their successors to 
fling dirt and defilement upon whatever temple, column, ruined palace, or 
triumphal arch may be nearest at hand, and on every monument that the 
old Romans built. It is most probably a classic trait, regularly trans- 
mitted downward, and perhaps a little modified by the better civilization 
of Christianity; so that Caesar may have trod narrower and filthier ways 
in his path to the Capitol, than even those of modern Rome. 

As the paternal abode of Beatrice, the gloomy old palace of the Cencis 
had an interest for Hilda, although not sufficiently strong, hitherto, to 
overcome the disheartening effect of the exterior, and draw her over its 
threshold. The adjacent piazza, of poor aspect, contained only an old 
woman selling roasted chestnuts and baked squash-seeds; she looked 
sharply at Hilda, and inquired whether she had lost her way. 
said Hilda; seek the Palazzo Cenci.^^ 

‘^Yonder it is, fair signorina,^^ replied the Roman matron. ^Tf you wish 
that packet delivered, which I see in your hand, my grandson Pietro shall 
run with it for a baiocco. The Cenci palace is a spot of ill-omen for young 
maidens.’’ 

Hilda thanked the old dame, but alleged the necessity of doing her er- 
rand in person. She approached the front of the palace, which, with all its 
immensity, had but a mean appearance, and seemed an abode which the 
lovely shade of Beatrice would not be apt to haunt, unless her doom made 
it inevitable. Some soldiers stood about the portal, and gazed at the 
brown-haired, fair-cheeked Anglo-Saxon girl, with approving glances, but 
not indecorously. Hilda began to ascend the staircase, three lofty flights 
of which were to be surmounted, before reaching the door whither she was 
bound. 


CHAPTER XLHI 

The Extinction of a Lamp 

Between Hilda and the sculptor there had been a kind of half-expressed 
understanding, that both were to visit the galleries of the Vatican the day 
subsequent to their meeting at the studio. Kenyon, accordingly, failed not 
to be Aere, and wandered through the vast ranges of apartments, but saw 
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nothing of his expected friend. The marble faces, which stand innumer- 
able along the waJls, and have kept themselves so calm through the vicis- 
situdes of twenty centuries, had no sympathy for his disappointment; and 
he, on the other hand, strode past these treasures and marvels of antique 
art, with the indifference which any preoccupation of the feelings is apt 
to produce, in reference to objects of sculpture.^ Being of so cold and pure 
a substance, and mostly deriving their vitality more from thought than 
passion, they require to be seen through a perfectly transparent medium. 

And, moreover, Kenyon had counted so much upon Hilda’s delicate 
perceptions in enabling him to look at two or three of the statues, about 
which they had talked together, that the entire purpose of his visit was de- 
feated by her absence. It is a delicious sort of mutual aid, when the united 
power of two sympathetic, yet dissimilar, intelligences is brought to bear 
upon a poem by reading it aloud, oi upon a picture or statue by viewing 
it in each other’s company. Even if uot a word of criticism be uttered, the 
insight of either party is wonderfully deepened, and the comprehension 
broadened; so that the inner myste y of a work of genius, hidden from 
one, will often reveal itself to two. blissing such help, Kenyon saw noth- 
ing at the Vatican which he had not seen a thousand times before, and 
more perfectly than now. 

In the chill of his disappointment, he suspected that it was a very cold 
art to which he had devoted himself. He questioned, at that moment, 
whether sculpture really ever softens and warms the material which it 
handles; whether carved marble is anything but limestone, after all; and 
whether the Apollo Belvedere itself possesses any merit above its physical 
beauty, or is beyond criticism even in that generally acknowledged excel- 
lence. In flitting glances, heretofore, he had seemed to behold this statue, 
as something ethereal and godlike, but not now. 

Nothing pleased him, unless it were the group of the Laocobn, which, in 
its immortal agony, impressed Kenyon as a type of the long, fierce strug- 
gle of man, involved in the knotted entanglements of Error and Evil, 
lhoselwQ-Siiakes^_wbich, Jf no divine help intervene, will be sure to stran- 
gle him and his children in the end. What he most admired was the 
strange calmness diffused through this bitter strife ; so that it resembled 
^the rage of the sea made calm by its immensity, or the tumult of Niagara 
which ceases to be tumult because it lasts forever. Thus, in the Laocoon, 
the hprror of a moment grew to be the fate of interminable ages. Kenyon 
looked upon the group as the one triumph of sculpture, creating the re- 
pose, which is essential to it, in the very acme of turbulent effort; but, in 
truth, it was his mood of unwonted despondency that made him so sensi- 
tive to the terrible magnificence, as well as to the sad moral, of this work. 
Hilda herself could not have helped him to see it with nearly such intelli- 
gence. 

A good deal more depressed than the nature of the disappointment war- 
ranted, Kenyon went to his studio, and took in hand a great lump of clay. 
He soon found, however, that his plastic cunning had departed from him 
for the time. So he wandered forth again into the uneasy streets of Rome, 
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and walked up and down the Corso, where, at that pedod of the day, a 
throng of passers-by and loiterers choked up the narrow sidewalk. A peni- 
tent was thus brought in contact with the sculptor. 

It was a figure in a white robe, with a kind of featureless mask over the 
face, through the apertures of which the eyes threw an unintelligible light. 
Such odd, questionable shapes are often seen gliding through the streets 
of Italian cities, and are understood to be usually persons of rank, who 
quit their palaces, their gayeties, their pomp, and pride, and assume the 
penitential garb for a season, with a view of thus expiating some crime, or 
atoning for the aggregate of petty sins that make up a worldly life. It is 
their custom to ask alms, and perhaps to measure the duration of their 
penance by the time requisite to accumulate a sum of money out of the 
little droppings of individual charity. The avails are devoted to some 
beneficent or religious purpose; so that the benefit accruing to their own 
souls is, in a manner, linked with a good done, or intended, to their fellow- 
men. These figures have a ghastly and startling effect, not so much from 
any very impressive peculiarity in the garb, as from the mystery which 
they bear about with them, and the sense that there is an acknowledged 
sinfulness as the nucleus of it. 

In the present instance, however, the penitent asked no alms of Ken- 
yon; although, for the space of a minute or two, they stood face to face, 
the hollow eyes of the mask encountering the sculptures gaze. But, just as 
the crowd was about to separate them, the former spoke, in a voice not 
unfamiliar to Kenyon, though rendered remote and strange by the guilty 
veil through which it penetrated. 

“Is all well with you, Signorepe’ inquired the penitent, out of the cloud 
in which he walked. 

“All is well,” answered Kenyon. “And with you?” 

But the masked penitent returned no answer, being borne away by the 
pi^ssure of the throng. 

The sculptor stood watching the figure, and was almost of a mind to 
hurry after him and follow up the conversation that had been begun; but 
it occurred to him that there is a sanctity (or, as we might rather term it, 
an inviolable etiquette) which prohibits the recognition of persons who 
choose to walk under the veil of penitence. 

“How strange! ” thought Kenyon to himself. “It was surely Donatello! 
What can bring him to Rome, where his recollections must be so painful, 
and his presence not without peril? And Miriam! Can she have accom- 
panied him?” 

He walked on, thinking of the vast change in Donatello, since those 
days of gayety and innocence, when the young Italian was new in Rome, 
and was just beginning to be sensible of a more poignant felicity than he 
had yet experienced, in the sunny warmth of Miriam’s smile. The growth 
of a soul, which the sculptor half imagined that he had witnessed in his 
friend, seemed hardly worth the heavy price that it had cost, in the sacri- 
fice of those simple enjoyments that were gone forever. A creature of an- 
tique healthfulness had vanished from the earth: and, in his stead, there 
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was only one other morbid and remorseful man, among millions that were 
cast in the same indistinguishable mould. 

The accident of thus meeting Donatello — the glad Faun of bis imagina- 
tion and memory, now transformed into a‘“gloomy penitent-r-contributed 
to deepeirtte'ddiid that had fallen over Kenyon’s spirits. It caused him 
to fancy, as we generally do, in the petty troubles which extend not a 
hand’s-breadth beyond our own sphere, that the whole world was sadden- 
ing around him. It took the sinister aspect of an omen, although he could 
not distinctly see what trouble it might forebode. 

If it had not been for a peculiar sort of pique, with which lovers are 
much conversant, a preposterous kind of resentment which endeavors to 
wreak itself on the beloved object, and on one’s own heart, in requital of 
mishaps for which neither is in fault, Kenyon might at once have betaken 
himself to Hilda’s studio, and asked vhy the appointment was not kept. 
But the interview of to-day was to ha\ e been so rich in present joy, and its 
results so important to his future life, that the bleak failure was too much 
for his equanimity. He was angry with poor Hilda, and censured her with- 
out a hearing; angry with himself, too, and therefore inflicted on this lat- 
ter criminal the severest penalty in his power; angry with the day that 
was passing over him, and would not permit its latter hours to redeem the 
disappointment of the morning. 

To confess the truth, it had been the sculptor’s purpose to stake all his 
hopes on that interview in the galleries of the Vatican. Straying with 
Hilda through those long vistas of ideal beauty, he meant, at last, to utter 
himself upon that theme which lovers are fain to discuss in village lanes, 
in wood-paths, on sea-side sands, in crowded streets; it little matters 
where, indeed, since roses are sure to blush along the way, and daisies and 
violets to spring beneath the feet, if the spoken word be graciously re- 
ceived. He was resolved to make proof whether the kindness that Hilda 
evinced for him was the precious token of an individual preference, or 
merely the sweet fragrance of her disposition, which other friends might 
share as largely as himself. He would try if it were possible to take this 
shy, yet frank, and innocently fearless creature captive, and imprison her 
in his heart, and make her sensible of a wider freedom there, ^an in all 
the world besides. 

It was hard, we must allow, to see the shadow of a wintry sunset falling 
upon a day that was to have been so bright, and to find himself just where 
yesterday had left him, only with a sense of being drearily bdked, and 
defeated without an opportunity for struggle. So much had been antici- 
pated from these now vanished hours, that it seemed as if no other day 
could bring back the same golden hopes. 

In a case like this, it is doubtful whether Kenyon could have done a 
much better thing than he actually did, by going to dine at the Cafe Nuo- 
vo, and drinking a flask of Montefiascone ; longing, the while, for a beaker 
or two of Donatello’s Sunshine. It would have been just the wine to cure a 
lover’s melancholy, by illuminating his heart with tender light and 
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warmth, and suggestions of undefined hopes, too ethereal for his morbid 
humor to examine and reject them. 

No decided improvement resulting from the draught of Montefiascone, 
he went to the Teatro Argentino, and sat gloomily to see an Italian com- 
edy, which ought to have cheered him somewhat, being full of glancing 
merriment, and effective over everybody's risibilities except his own. The 
sculptor came out, however, before the close of the performance, as dis- 
consolate as he went in. 

As he made his way through the complication of narrow streets, which 
perplex that portion of the city, a carriage passed him. It was driven rap- 
idly, but not too fast for the light of a gas-lamp to flare upon a face with- 
in; especially as it was bent forward, appearing to recognize him, while a 
beckoning hand was protruded from the window. On his part, Kenyon at 
once knew the face, and hastened to the carriage, which had now stopped. 

^^Miriam! you in Rome?^’ he exclaimed. ‘^And your friends know noth- 
ing of it?’^ 

“Is all well with you?’’ she asked. 

This inquiry, in the identical words which Donatello had so recently 
addressed to him, from beneath the penitent’s mask, startled the sculp- 
tor. Either the previous disquietude of his mind, or some tone in Mir- 
iam’s voice, or the unaccountableness of beholding her there at all, made 
it seem ominous. 

“All is well, I believe,” answered he, doubtfully. “I am aware of no 
misfortune. Have you any to announce?” 

He looked still more earnestly at Miriam, and felt a dreamy uncer- 
tainty whether it was really herself to whom he spoke. True; there were 
those beautiful features, the contour of which he had studied too often, 
and with a sculptor’s accuracy of perception, to be in any doubt that it 
was Miriam’s identical face. But he was conscious of a change, the na- 
ture of which he could not satisfactorily define; it might be merely her 
dress, which, imperfect as the light was, he saw to be richer than the sim- 
ple garb that she had usually worn. The effect, he fancied, was partly ow-' 
ing to a gem which she had on her bosom; not a diamond, but something 
that glimmered with a clear, red lustre, like the stars in a southern sky. 
S pmeh ow or otbery this colored light seemed an emanation of herself, as if 
^llKat passionate aud glowing, in her native disposition, had crys- 
tallized upon her breast, and were just now scintillating more brilliantly 
than ever, in sympathy with some emotion of her heart. 

Of course there could be no real doubt that it was Miriam, his artist 
friend, with whom and Hilda he had spent so many pleasant and familiar 
hours, and whom he had last seen at Perugia, bending with Donatello be- 
neath the bronze pope’s benediction. It must be that self-same Miriam; 
but the sensitive sculptor felt a difference of manner, which impressed 
him more than he conceived it possible to be affected by so external a 
thing. He remembered the gossip so prevalent in Rome on Miriam’s first 
appearance ; how that she was no real artist, but the daughter of an illus- 
trious or golden lineage, who was merely playing at necessity; mingling 
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with human struggle for her pastime; stepping out of her native sphere 
only for an interlude, just as a princess might alight from her gilded 
equipage to go on foot through a rustic lane. And now, after a mask in 
which love and death had performed their several parts, she had resumed 
her proper character. 

“Have you anything to tell me?” cried he, impatiently; for nothing 
causes a more disagreeable vibration of the nerves than this perception of 
ambiguousness in familiar persons or affairs. “Speak; for my spirits and 
patience have been much tried to-day.” 

Miriam put her finger on her lips, and seemed desirous that Kenyon 
should know of the presence of a third person. He now saw, indeed, that 
there was some one beside her in the carriage, hitherto concealed by her 
attitude; a man, it appeared, with a sallow Italian face, which the sculp- 
tor distinguished but imperfectly, and did not recognize. 

“I can tell you nothing,” she replied; and leaning towards him, she 
whispered, — appearing then more likt the Miriam whom he knew than in 
what had before passed, — “Only, whe i the lamp goes out do not despair.” 

The carriage drove on, leaving Kenyon to muse over this unsatisfac- 
tory interview, which seemed to hav^^ served no better purpose than to 
fill his mind with more ominous forebodings than before. Why were Don- 
atello and Miriam in Rome, where both, in all likelihood, might have 
much to dread? And why had one and the other addressed him with a 
question that seemed prompted by a knowledge of some calamity, either 
dready fallen on his unconscious head, or impending closely over him? 

“I am sluggish,” muttered Kenyon, to himself; “a weak, nerveless fool, 
devoid of energy and promptitude; or neither Donatello nor Miriam 
could have escaped me thus! They are aware of some misfortune that 
concerns me deeply. How soon am I to know it too?” 

There seemed but a single calamity possible to happen within so nar- 
row a sphere as that with which the sculptor was connected; and even to 
that one mode of evil he could assign no definite shape, but only felt that 
it must have some reference to Hilda. 

Flinging aside the morbid hesitation, and the dallyings with his own 
wishes, which he had permitted to influence his mind throughout the day, 
he now hastened to the Via Portoghese. Soon the old palace stood before 
him, with its massive tower rising into the clouded night; obscured from 
view at its midmost elevation, but revealed again, higher upward, by the 
Virgin’s lamp that twinkled on the summit. Feeble as it was, in the broad, 
surrounding gloom, that little ray made no inconsiderable illumination 
among Kenyon’s sombre thoughts; for, remembering Miriam’s last 
words, a fantasy had seized him that he should find the sacred lamp ex- 
tinguished. 

And, even while he stood gazing, as a mariner at the star in which he 
put his trust, the light quivered, sank, gleamed up again, and finally went 
out, leaving the. battlements of Hilda’s tower in utter darkness. For the 
first time in centuries, the cQusecrated~.and Jegendajy .flame, Jaefore-the. 
loftiest shrine in. Rome, J^jceased . 
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CHAPTER XLIV 

The Deserted Shrine 

Kenyon Jtnew the sanctity which Hilda (faithful Protestant, and daugh- 
ter of the Puritans, as the girl was) imputed to this shrine. He was aware 
of the profound feeling of responsibility, as well earthly as religious, with 
which her conscience had been impressed, when she became the occupant 
of her aerial chamber, and undertook the task of keeping the consecrated 
lamp alight. There was an accuracy and a certainty about Hilda^s move- 
ments, as regarded all matters that lay deep enough to have their roots in 
right or wrong, which made it as possible and safe to rely upon the timely 
and careful trimming of this lamp (if she were in life, and able to creep 
up the steps) , as upon the rising of to-morrow^s sun, with lustre undimin- 
ished from to-day. 

The sculptor could scarcely believe his eyes, therefore, when he saw the 
flame flicker and expire. His sight had surely deceived him. And now, 
since the light did not reappear, there must be some smoke-wreath or im- 
penetrable mist brooding about the tower^s gray old head, and obscuring 
it from the lower world. But no I For right over the dim battlements, as 
the wind chased away a mass of clouds, he beheld a star, and, moreover, 
by an earnest concentration of his sight, was soon able to discern even the 
darkened shrine itself. There was no obscurity around the tower; no in- 
firmity of his ovm vision. The flame had exhausted its supply of oil, and 
become extinct. But where was Hilda? 

A man in a cloak happened to be passing; and Kenyon — anxious to 
distrust the testimony of his senses, if he could get more acceptable evi- 
dence on the other side — appealed to him. 

*‘Do me the favor, Signore,^^ said he, “to look at the top of yonder 
tower, and tell me whether you see the lamp burning at the Virgin’s 
shrine.” 

“The lamp. Signore?” answered the man. without at first troubling 
himself to look up. “The lamp that has burned these four hundred years! 
how is it possible, Signore, that it should not be burning now?” 

“But look! ” said the sculptor, impatiently. 

With good-natured indulgence for what he seemed to consider as the 
whim of an eccentric Forestiero, the Italian carelessly threw his eyes up- 
wards; but, as soon as he perceived that there was really no light, he 
lifted Ws hands with a vivid expression of wonder and alarm. 

“The lamp is extinguished! ” cried he. “The lamp that has been burn- 
ing these four hundred years! This surely must portend some great mis- 
fortune; and, by my advice, Signore, you will hasten hence, lest the tower 
tumble on our heads. A priest once told me, that, if the Virgin withdrew 
her blessing, and the light went out, the old Palaz;?o del Torre would sink 
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into the earth, with all that dwell in it. There will be a terrible crash be^ 
fore morning!^’ 

The stranger made the best of his way from the doomed premises; 
while Kenyon — ^who would willingly have seen the tower crumble dow* 
before his eyes, on condition of Hilda’s safety — determined, late as il 
was, to attempt ascertaining if she were in her dove-cote. 

Passing through the arched entrance, — which, as is often the case with 
Roman entrances, was as accessible at midnight as at noon, — ^he groped 
his way to the broad staircase, and, lighting his wax taper, went glimmer- 
ing up the multitude of steps that led to Hilda’s door. The hour being so 
unseasonable, he intended merely to knock, and, as soon as her voice from 
within should reassure him, to retire, keeping his explanations and apolo- 
gies for a fitter time. Accordingly, niaching the lofty height where the 
maiden, as he trusted, lay asleep, witti angels watching over her, though 
the Virgin seemed to have suspendec her care, he tapped lightly at the 
door-panels, — then knocked more forcibly, — then thundered an impa- 
tient summons. No answer came; Hilda, evidently, was not there. 

After assuring himself that this mast be the fact, Kenyon descended 
the stairs, but made a pause at every .successive stage, and knocked at the 
door of its apartment, regardless whose slumbers he might disturb, in his 
anxiety to learn where the girl had last been seen. But, at each closed en- 
trance, there came those hollow echoes, which a chamber, or any dwelling, 
great or small, never sends out, in response to human knuckles or iron 
hammer, as long as there is life within to keep its heart from getting 
dreary. 

Once, indeed, on the lower landing-place, the sculptor fancied that 
there was a momentary stir, inside the door, as if somebody were listen- 
ing at the threshold. He hoped, at least, that the small, iron-barred aper- 
ture would be unclosed, through which Roman housekeepers are wont to 
take careful cognizance of applicants for admission, from a traditionary 
dread, perhaps, of letting in a robber or assassin. But it remained shut; 
neither was the sound repeated; and Kenyon concluded that his excited 
nerves had played a trick upon his senses, as they are apt to do when we 
most wisli for the clear evidence of the latter. 

There was nothing to be done, save to go heavily away, and await 
whatever good or ill to-morrow’s daylight might disclose. 

Betimes in the morning, therefore, Kenyon went back to the Via Porto- 
ghese, before the slant rays of the sun had descended half-way down the 
gray front of Hilda’s towe^. As he drew near its base, he saw the doves 
perched in full session, on the sunny height of the battlements, and a pair 
of them — who were probably their mistress’s especial pets, and the con- 
fidants of her bosom-secrets, if Hilda had any — came shooting down, and 
made a feint of alighting on his shoulder. But, though they evidently rec- 
ognized him, their shyness would not yet allow so decided a demonstra- 
tion. Kenyon’s eyes followed them as they flew upward, hoping that they 
might have come as joyful messengers of the girl’s safety, and that he 
should discern her slender form, half hidden by the parapet, trimming the 
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extinguished lamp at the Virgin’s shrine, just as other maidens set about 
the little duties of a household. Or, perhaps, he might see her gentle and 
sweet face smiling down upon him, midway towards heaven, as if she had 
flown thither for a day or two, just to visit her kindred, but had been 
drawn earthward again by the spell of unacknowledged love. 

But his eyes were blessed by no such fair vision or reality; nor, in trrth, 
were the eager, unquiet flutterings of the doves indicative of any joyful 
intelligence, which they longed to share with Hilda’s friend, but of anx- 
ious inquiries that they knew not how to utter. They could not tell, any 
more than he, whither their lost companion had withdrawn herself, but 
were in the same void despondency with him, feeling their sunny and airy 
lives darkened and grown imperfect, now that her sweet society was taken 
out of it. 

In the brisk morning air, Kenyon found it much easier to pursue his re- 
searches than at the preceding midnight, when, if any slumberers heard 
the clamor that he made, they had responded only with sullen and drowsy 
maledictions, and turned to sleep again. It must be a very dear and inti- 
mate reality for which people will be content to give up a dream. When 
the sun was fairly up, however, it was quite another thing. The hetero- 
geneous population, inhabiting the lower floor of the old tower, and the 
other extensive regions of the palace, were now willing to tell all they 
knew, and imagine a great deal more. The amiability of these Italians, 
assisted by their sharp and nimble wits, caused them to overflow with 
plausible suggestions, and to be very bounteous in their avowals of in- 
terest for the lost Hilda. In a less demonstrative people, such expressions 
would have implied an eagerness to search land and sea, and never rest till 
she were found. In the mouths that uttered them, they meant good wishes, 
and were, so far, better than indifference. There was little doubt that 
many of them felt a genuine kindness for the shy, brown-haired, delicate, 
young foreign maiden, who had flown from some distant land to alight 
upon their tower, where she consorted only with the doves. But their en- 
ergy expended itself in exclamation, and they were content to leave all 
more active measures to Kenyon, and to the Virgin, whose affair it was, 
to see that the faithful votary of her lamp received no harm. 

In a great Parisian domicile, multifarious as its inhabitants might be, 
the concierge under the archway would be cognizant of all their incom- 
ings and issuings forth. But, except in rare cases, the general entrance 
and main staircase of a Roman house are left as free as the street, of 
which they form a sort of by-lane. The sculptor, therefore, could hope to 
find information about Hilda’s movements only from casual observers. 

On probing the knowledge of these people to the bottom, there was 
various testimony as to the period when the girl had last been seen. Some 
said that it was four days since there had been a trace of her; but an Eng- 
lish lady, in the second piano of the palace, was rather of opinion that she 
had met her, the morning before, with a drawing-book in her hand. Hav- 
ing no acquaintance with the young person, she had taken little notice 
and might have been mistaken. A count, on the piano next above, was 
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very certain that he had lifted his hat to Hilda, under the archway, two 
afternoons ago. An old woman, who had formerly tended the shrine, 
threw some light upon the matter, by testifying that the lamp required to 
be replenished once, at least, in three days, though its reservoir of oil was 
exceedingly capacious. 

On the whole, though there was other evidence enough to create some 
perplexity, Kenyon could not satisfy himself that she had been visible 
since the afternoon of the third preceding day, when a fruit-seller remem- 
bered her coming out of the arched passage, with a sealed packet in her 
hand. As nearly as he could ascertain, this was within an hour after Hilda 
had taken leave of the sculptor, at his own studio, with the understand- 
ing that they were to meet at the Vatican the next day. Two nights, there- 
fore, had intervened, during which the lost maiden was unaccounted for. 

The door of Hilda’s apartments wis still locked, as on the preceding 
night; but Kenyon sought out the wife of the person who sublet them, 
and prevailed on her to give him admittance by means of the duplicate 
key, which the good woman had in her possession. On entering, the maid- 
enly neatness and simple grace, rec ignizable in all the arrangements, 
made him visibly sensible that this w is the daily haunt of a pure soul, in 
whom religion and love of beauty were at one. 

Thence, the sturdy Roman matron led the sculptor across a narrow 
passage, and threw open the door of a small chamber, on the threshold of 
which he reverently paused. Within, there was a bed, covered with white 
drapery, enclosed with snowy curtains, like a tent, and of barely width 
enough for a slender figure to repose upon it. The sight of this cool, airy, 
and secluded bower caused the lover’s heart to stir as if enough of Hilda’s 
gentle dreams were lingering there to make him happy for a single in- 
stant. But then came the closer consciousness of her loss, bringing along 
with it a sharp sting of anguish. 

“Behold, Signore,” said the matron; “here is the little staircase by 
which the signor ina used to ascend and trim the Blessed Virgin’s lamp. 
She was worthy to be a Catholic, such pains the good child bestowed to 
keep it burning; and doubtless the Blessed Mary will intercede for her, 
in consideration of her pious offices, heretic though she was. What will be- 
come of the old palazzo, now that the lamp is extinguished, the saints 
above us only know! Will you mount, Signore, to the battlements, and 
see if she has left any trace of herself there?” 

The sculptor stepped across the chamber and ascended the little stair- 
case, which gave him access to the breezy summit of the tower. It affected 
him inexpressibly to see a bouquet of beautiful flowers beneath the shrine, 
and to recognize in them an offering of his own to Hilda, who had put 
them in a vase of water, and dedicated them to the Virgin, in a spirit part- 
ly fanciful, perhaps, but still partaking of the religious sentiment which 
so profoundly influenced her character. One rose-bud, indeed, she had 
selected for herself from the rich mass of flowers; for Kenyon well re- 
membered recognizing it in her bosom when he last saw her at his studio. 

“That little part of my great love she took,” said he to himself. “The 
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remainder she would have devoted to Heaven ; but has left it withering in 
the sun and wind. Ah! Hilda, Hilda, had you given me a right to watch 
over you, this evil had not cornel ” 

‘‘Be not downcast, signorino mio,” said the Roman matron, in response 
to the deep sigh which struggled out of Kenyon’s breast. “The dear little 
maiden, as we see, has decked yonder blessed shrine as devoutly as I my- 
self, or any other good Catholic woman, could have done. It is a reli- 
gious act, and has more than the efficacy of a prayer. The signorina will 
as surely come back as the sun will fall through the window tomorrow no 
less than to-day. Her own doves have often been missing for a day or two, 
but they were sure to come fluttering about her head again, when she 
least expected them. So will it be with this dove-like child.” 

“It might be so,” thought Kenyon, with yearning anxiety, “if a pure 
maiden were as safe as a dove, in this evil world of ours.” 

As they returned through the studio, with the furniture and arrange- 
ments of which the sculptor was familiar, he missed a small ebony writ- 
ing-desk that he remembered as having always been placed on a table 
there. He knew that it was Hilda’s custom to deposit her letters in this 
desk, as well as other little objects of which she wished to be specially 
careful. 

“What has become of it?” he suddenly inquired, laying his hand on 
the table. 

“Become of what, pray?” exclaimed the woman, a little disturbed. 
“Does the Signore suspect a robbery, then?” 

“The signorina ’s writing-desk is gone,” replied Kenyon; “it always 
stood on this table, and I myself saw it there only a few days ago.” 

“Ah, well!” said the woman, recovering her composure, which she 
^emed partly to have lost. “The signorina has doubtless taken it away 
with her. The fact is of good omen; for it proves that she did not go un- 
expectedly, and is likely to return when it may best suit her convenience.” 

“This is very singular,” observed Kenyon. “Have the rooms been en- 
tered by your^f, or any other person, since the signorina’s disappear- 
ance?” 

“Not by me. Signore, so help me Heaven and the saints!” said the 
matron. “And I question whether there are more than two keys in Rome 
that will suit this strange old lock. Here is one; and as for the other, the 
signorina carries it in her pocket.” 

The sculptor had no reason to doubt the word of this resectable dame. 
She appeared to be well-meaning and kind-hearted, as Roman matrons 
gener^ly are; except when a fit of passion incites them to shower hor- 
rible curses on an obnoxious individual, or perhaps to stab him with the 
steel stiletto that serves them for a hair-pin. But Italian asseverations of 
any questionable fact, however true they may chance to be, have no wit- 
ness of their truth in the faces of those who utter them. Their words are 
spoken with strange earnestness, and yet do not vouch for themselves as 
coming from any depth, like roots drawn out of the substance of the soul, 
with some of the soil clinging to them. There is always a something in- 
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scnitable^ instead of frankness, in their eyes. In ^ort, they lie so much 
like truth, and speak truth so much as if they were telling a lie, that their 
auditor suspects himself in the wrong, whether he believes or disbelieves 
them; it being the one thing certain, that falsehood is seldom aAjuitQler- 
able burden to the tenderest of Italian consci^ces. 

strange what can have become of the desk! ’’ repeated Ken- 
yon, looking the woman in the face. 

^‘Very strange, indeed, Signore,’’ she replied meekly, without turning 
away her eyes in the least, but checking his insight of them at about half 
an inch below the surface. ^^I think the signorina must have taken it with 
her.” 

It seemed idle to linger here any longer. Kenyon therefore departed, 
after making an arrangement with the woman, by the terms of which she 
was to allow the apartments to remam in their present state, on his as* 
suming the responsibility for the rent. 

He spent the day in making such urther search and investigation as 
he found practicable; and, though at first trammelled by an unwillingness 
to draw public attention to Hilda’s uffairs, the urgency of the circum- 
stances soon compelled him to be thoi oughly in earnest. In the course of 
a week, he tried all conceivable modes of fathoming the mystery, not 
merely by his personal efforts and those of his brother-artists and friends, 
but through the police, who readily undertook the task, and expressed 
strong confidence of success. But the Romaa police Jbas. very .little effi- 
ciency, except in the interest of the despotism of which it is a tool. With 
their cocked hMs,‘sKou73eF-'BeTt§7^i^^ swords, they wear a sufficiently im- 
posing aspect, and doubtless keep their eyes open wide enough to track a 
political offender, but are too often blind to private outrage, be it mur- 
der or any lesser crime. Kenyon counted little upon their assistance, and 
profited by it not at all. 

Remembering the mystic words which Miriam had addressed to him, 
he was anxious to meet her, but knew not whither she had gone, nor how 
to obtain an interview either with herself or Donatello. The days wore 
away, and still there were no tidings of the lost one ; no lamp rekindled 
before the Virgin’s shrine; no light shining into the lover’s heart; no star 
of Hope — ^he was ready to say, as he turned his eyes almost reproachfully 
upward — in heaven itself I 


CHAPTER XLV 

The Flight of Hilda’s Doves 

Along with the lamp on Hilda’s tower, the sculptor now felt that a light 
had gone out, or, at least, was ominously obscured, to which he owed 
whatever cheerfulness had heretofore illuminated his cold, artistic life. 
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The idea of this girl had been lite a taper of virgin wax, burning with a 
pure and steady flame, and chasing away the evil spirits out of the magic 
circle of its beams. It had darted its rays afar, and modified the whole 
Inhere in which Kenyon had his being. Beholding it no more, he at once 
found himself in darkness and astray. 

This was the time, perhaps, when Kenyon first became sensible wh^.t a 
dreary city is Rome, and what a terrible weight is there imposed on hu- 
man life, when any bloom within the heart corresponds to the spell of 
ruin, that has been thrown over the site of ancient empire. He wandered, 
as it were, and stumbled over the fallen columns, and among the tombs, 
and groped his way into the sepulchral darkness of the catacombs, and 
found no path emerging from them. The happy may well enough continue 
to be such, beneath the brilliant sky of Rome. But, if you go thither in 
melancholy mood, — if you go with a ruin in your heart, or with a vacant 
site there, where once stood the airy fabric of happiness, now vanished, — 
all the ponderous gloom of the Roman Past will pile itself upon that spot, 
and crush you down as with the heaped-up marble and granite, the earth- 
mounds, and multitudinous bricks of its material decay. 

It might be supposed that a melancholy man would here make ac- 
quaintance with a grim philosophy. He should learn to bear patiently his 
individual griefs, that endure only for one little lifetime, when here are 
the tokens of such infinite misfortune on an imperial scale, and when so 
many far landmarks of time, all around him, are bringing the remoteness 
of a thousand years ago into the sphere of yesterday. But it is in vain that 
you seek this shrub of bitter sweetness among the plants that root them- 
selves on the roughness of massive walls, or trail downward from the cap- 
itals of pillars, or spring out of the green turf in the palace of the Caesars. 
It does not grow in Rome; not even among the five hundred various 
weeds which deck the grassy arches of the Coliseum. You look through a 
vista of century beyond century, — through much shadow, and a little sun- 
shine, — through barbarism and civilization, alternating with one another 
like actors that have prearranged their parts, — through a broad pathway 
of progressive generations bordered by palaces and temples, and bestrid- 
den by old, triumphal arches, until, in the distance, you behold the obel- 
isks, with their unintelligible inscriptions, hinting at a past infinitely more 
remote than history can define. Your own life is as nothing, when com- 
pared with that immeasurable distance; but still you demand, none the 
less earnestly, a gleam of sunshine, instead of a speck of shadow, on the 
step or two that will bring you to your quiet rest. 

How exceedingly absurd! All men, from the date of the earliest obel- 
isk, — and of the whole world, moreover, since that far epoch, and before, 
— ^have made a similar demand, and seldom had their wish. If they had it, 
what are they the better now? But, even while you taunt yourself with 
this sad lesson, your heart cries out obstreperously for its small share of 
earthly happiness, and will not be appeased by the myriads of dead hopes 
that lie crushed into the soil of Rome. How wonderful that this our nar- 
row foothold of the Present should hold its own so constantly, and, while 
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every moment changing, should still be like a rock betwixt the encounter- 
ing tides of the long Past and the infinite To-come ! 

Man of marble though he was, the sculptor grieved for the Irrevocable. 
Looking back upon Hilda ^s way of life, he marvelled at his own blind stu- 
pidity, which had kept him from remonstrating — as a friend, if with no 
stronger right — against the risks that she continually encountered. Being 
so innocent, she had no means of estimating those risks, nor even a pos- 
sibility of suspecting their existence. But he — who had spent years in 
Rome, with a man’s far wider scope of observation and experience — ^knew 
things that made him shudder. It seemed to Kenyon, looking through the 
darkly colored medium of his fears, that all modes of crime were crowded 
into the close intricacy of Roman streets, and that there was no redeem- 
ing element, such as exists in other dissolute and wicked cities. 

f or here was a priesthood, pampeied, sensual, with red and bloated 
cheeks, and carnal eyes. With apparently a grosser development of ani- 
man life than most men, they were placed in an unnatural relation with 
woman, and thereby lost the healthy, human conscience that pertains to 
other human beings, who own the sweet household ties connecting them 
with wife and daughter. And here was an indolent nohility^ with no high 
RhtTsrdr opportunities, but cultivating a vicious way of life, as if it were an 
art, and the only one which they cared to learn. Here was a population, 
high and low, that had no genuine belief in virtue; and if they recognized 
any act as criminal, they might throw off all care, remorse, and memory 
of it, by kneeling a little while at the confessional, and rising unburdened, 
active, elastic, and incited by fresh appetite for the next ensuing sin. Here 
was a soldiery who felt Rome to be their conquered city, and doubtless 
considered themselves the legal inheritors of the foul license which Gaul, 
Goth, and Vandal have here exercised in days gone by. 

And what localities for new crime existed in those guilty sites, where 
the crime of departed ages used to be at home, and had its long, heredi- 
tary haunt! What street in Rome, what ancient ruin, what one place 
where man had standing-room, what fallen stone was there, unstained 
with one or another kind of guilt! In some of the vicissitudes of the city's 
pride, or its calamity, the dark tide of human evil had swelled over it, far 
higher than the Tiber ever rose against the acclivities of the seven hills. 
To Kenyon’s morbid view, there appeared to be a QQUtagious element, 
rising foglike from the ancient deprayity^gf Rpme^-and, brooding, over the 
dead and half-rotten city, as nowhere else on earth. It prolonged the tend- 
ency Wcrtnie, and developed an instantaneous growth of it, whenever an 
opportunity was found. And where could it be found so readily as here ! 
"TfirthOge vnsr*pateces, there were a hundred remote nooks where Inno- 
cence might shriek in vain. Beneath meaner houses there were unsuspect- 
ed dungeons that had once been princely chambers, and open to the day- 
light; but, on account of some wickedness there perpetrated, each passing 
age had thrown its handful of dust upon the spot, and buried it from 
sight. Only ruffians knew of its existence, and kept it for murder, and 
worse crime. 
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Such was the city through which Hilda, for three years past, had been 
wandering without a protector or a guide. She had trodden lightly over 
the crumble of old crimes; she had taken her way amid the grime and cor- 
/uption which Paganism had left there, and a perverted Christianity had 
made more noisome; walking saint-like through it all, with white, inno- 
cent feet; until, in some dark pitfall that lay right across her path, she 
had vanished out of sight. It was terrible to imagine what hideous out- 
rage might have thrust her into that abyss! 

Then the lover tried to comfort himself with the idea that Hilda’s sanc- 
tity was a sufficient safeguard. Ah, yes; she was so pure! The angels, that 
were of the same sisterhood, would never let Hilda come to harm. A mir- 
acle would be wrought on her behalf, as naturally as a father would 
stretch out his hand to save a best-beloved child. Providence would keep 
a little area and atmosphere about her as safe and wholesome as heaven 
itself, although the flood of perilous iniquity might hem her round, and 
its black waves hang curling above her head! But these reflections were of 
slight avail. No doubt they were the religious truth. Yet the ways of 
Providence are utterly inscrutable; and many a murder has been done, 
IpiJd many an innocent virgin has lifted her white arms, beseeching its. aid 

her extremity, and all in vain ; so that, though Providence is infinitely 
good and wise, — and perhaps for that very reason, — it may be half an 
eternity before the great circle of its scheme shall bring us the super- 
abundant recompense for all these sorrows! But what the lover asked was 
such prompt consolation as might consist with the brief span of mortal 
life; the assurance of Hilda’s present safety, and her restoration within 
that very hour. 

An imaginative man, he suffered the penalty of his endowment in the 
hundred-fold variety of gloomily tinted scenes that it presented to him, in 
whicb Hilda was always a central figure. The sculptor forgot his marble. 
iRome ceased to be anything, for him, but a labyrinth of dismal streets, in 
one or another of which the lost girl had disappeared. He was haunted 
with the idea, that some circumstance, most important to be known, and, 
perhaps, easily discoverable, had hitherto been overlooked, and that, if 
he could lay hold of this one clew, it would guide him directly in the track 
of Hilda’s footsteps. With this purpose in view, he went, every morning, 
to the Via Portoghese, and made it the starting-point of fresh investiga- 
tions. After nightfall, too, he invariably returned thither, with a faint 
hope fluttering at his heart that the lamp might again be shining on the 
sunmiit of the tower, and would dispel this ugly mystery out of the cir- 
cle consecrated by its rays. There being no point of which he could take 
firm hold, his mind was filled with unsubstantial hopes and fears. Once, 
Kenyon had seemed to cut his life in marble; now he vaguely clutched at 
it, and found it vapor. 

In his unstrung and despondent mood, one trifling circumstance affect- 
ed him with an idle pang. The doves had at first been faithful to their lost 
mistress. They failed not to sit in a row upon her window-sill, or to alight 
on the shrine, or the church-angels, and on the roofs and portals of the 
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neighboring houses, in evident expectation of her reappearance. After the 
second week, however, they began to take flight, and dropping off b)' 
pairs, betook themselves to other dove-cotes. Only a single dove re- 
mained, and brooded drearily beneath the shrine. The flock, that had de- 
parted, were like the many hopes that had vanished from Kenyon^s 
heart; the one that still lingered, and looked so wretched, — ^was it a 
Hope, or already a Despair? 

In the street, one day, the sculptor met a priest of mild and venerable 
aspect ; and as his mind dwelt continually upon Hilda, and was especially 
active in bringing up all incidents that had ever been connected with her, 
it immediately struck him that this was the very father with whom he had 
seen her at the confessional. Such trust did Hilda inspire in him, that 
Kenyon had never asked what was the subject of the communication be- 
tween herself and this old priest. He had no reason for imagining that it 
could have any relation with her disappearance, so long subsequently; 
but, being thus brought face to face with a personage, mysteriously asso- 
ciated, as he now remembered, with her whom he had lost, an impulise ran 
before his thoughts and led the sculptor to address him. 

It might be that the reverend kinrlliness of the old man^s expression 
took Kenyon’s heart by surprise; at all events, he spoke as if there were a 
recognized acquaintanceship, and an object of mutual interest between 
them. 

^‘She has gone from me, father,” said he. 

^^Of whom do you speak, my son?” inquired the priest. 

“Of that sweet girl,” answered Kenyon, “who knelt to you at the con- 
fessional. Surely, you remember her, among all the mortals to whose con- 
fessions you have listened! For she alone could have had no sins to 
reveal.” 

“Yes; I remember,” said the priest, with a gleam of recollection in his 
eyes. “She was made to bear a miraculous testimony to the efficacy of the 
divine ordinances of the Church, by seizing forcibly upon one of them, 
and finding immediate relief from it, heretic though she was. It is my pur- 
pose to publish a brief narrative of this miracle, for the edification v)f 
mankind, in Latin, Italian, and English, from the printing-press of the 
Propaganda. Poor child! Setting apart her heresy, she was spotless, as 
you say. And is she dead?” 

“Heaven forbid, father!” exclaimed Kenyon, shrinking back. “But she 
has gone from me, I know not whither. It may be — yes, the idea seizes 
upon my mind — that what she revealed to you will suggest son<e clew to 
the mystery of her disappearance.” 

“None, my son, none,” answered the priest, shaking his head; “never- 
theless, I bid you be of good cheer. That young maiden is not doomed to 
,die a heretic. Who knows what the Blessed Virgin may at this moment be 
doing for her soul! Perhaps, when you next behold her, she wall be clad in 
the shining white robe of the true faith.” 

^ *This latter suggestion did not convey all the comfort which the old 
priest possibly intended by it; but he imparted it to the sculptor, along 
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with his blessing, as the two best things that he could bestow, and said 
nothing further, except to bid him farewell. 

When they had parted, however, the idea of Hilda’s conversion to 
Catholicism recurred to her lover’s mind, bringing with it certain reflec- 
tions, that gave a new turn to his surmises about the mystery into which 
she had vanished. Not that he seriously apprehended — although the su- 
perabundance of her religious sentiment might mislead her for a moment 
—that the New England girl would permanently succumb to the scarlet 
superstitions which surrounded her in Italy. But the incident of the con- 
fessional — if known, as probably it was, to the eager propagandists who 
prowl about for souls, as cats to catch a mouse — would surely inspire the 
most confident expectations of bringing her over to the faith. With so 
pious an end in view, would Jesuitical morality be shocked at the thought 
of kidnapping the mortal body, for the sake of the immortal spirit that 
might otherwise be lost forever? Would not the kind old priest, himself, 
deem this to be infinitely the kindest service that he could perform for 
the stray lamb, who had so strangely sought his aid? 

If these suppositions were well founded, Hilda was most likely a pris- 
oner in one of the religious establishments thaFare so numerous in Rome. 
The idea, according to the aspect in which it was viewed, brought now a 
degree of comfort, and now an additional perplexity. On the one hand, 
Hilda was safe from any but spiritual assaults; on the other, where was 
£Be possibility of breaking through all those barred portals, and searching 
a thousand convent-cells, to set her free? 

Kenyon, however, as it happened, was prevented from endeavoring to 
follow out this surmise, which only the state of hopeless uncertainty, that 
almost bewildered his reason, could have led him for a moment to enter- 
tain. A communication reached him by an unknown hand, in consequence 
of which, and within an hour after receiving it, he took his way through 
one of the gates of Rome. 


CHAPTER XLVI 

A Walk on the Campagna 

It was a bright forenoon of February; a month in which the brief severity 
of a Roman winter is already past, and when violets and daisies begin to 
show themselves in spots favored by the sun. The sculptor came out of 
the city by the gate of San Sebastiano, and walked briskly along the Ap- 
pian Way. 

For the space of a mile or two beyond the gate, this ancient and famous 
road is as desolate and disagreeable as most of the other Roman avenues. 
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It extends over small, uncomfortable paving-stones, between brick and 
plastered walls, which are very solidly constructed, and so high as almost 
to exclude a view of the surrounding country. The houses are of most un- 
inviting aspect, neither picturesque, nor homelike and social ; they have 
seldom or never a door opening on the wayside, but are accessible only 
from the rear, and frown inhospitably upon the traveller through iron- 
grated windows. Here and there appears a dreary inn, or a wine-shop, 
designated by the withered bush beside the entrance, within which you 
discern a stone-built and sepulchral interior, where guests refresh them- 
selves with sour bread and goats’-milk cheese, washed down with wine of 
dolorous acerbity. 

At frequent intervals along the roadside uprises the ruin of an ancient 
tomb. As they stand now, these structures are immensely high and brok- 
en mounds of conglomerated brick, st one, pebbles, and earth, all molten 
by time into a mass as solid and indestructible as if each tomb were com- 
posed of a single bowlder of granite. ^Vhen first erected, they were cased 
externally, no doubt, with slabs of po ished marble, artfuly wrought bas- 
reliefs, and all such suitable adornments, and were rendered majestically 
beautiful by grand architectural designs. This antique splendor has long 
since been stolen from the dead, to d(‘corate the palaces and churches of 
the living. Nothing remains to the dishonored sepulchres, except their 
massiveness. 

Even the pyramids form hardly a stranger spectacle, or are more alien 
from human sympathies, than the tombs of the Appian Way, with their 
gigantic height, breadth, and solidity, defying time and the elements, and 
far too mighty to be demolished by an ordinary earthquake. Here you 
may see a modern dwelling, and a garden with its vines and olive-trees 
perched on the lofty dilapidation of a tomb, which forms a precipice of 
fifty feet in depth on each of the four sides. There is a home on that fu- 
nereal mound, where generations of children have been born, and succes- 
sive lives been spent, undisturbed by the ghost of the stern Roman whose 
ashes were so preposterously burdened. Other sepulchres wear a crown of 
grass, shrubbery, and forest-trees, which throw out a broad sweep of 
branches, having had time, twice over, to be a thousand years of age. On 
one of them stands a tower, which, though immemorially more modern 
than the tomb, was itself built by immemorial hands, and is now rifted 
quite from top to bottom by a vast fissure of decay; the tomb-hillock, its 
foundation, being still as firm as ever, and likely to endure until the last 
trump shall rend it wide asunder, and summon forth its unknown dead. 

Yes; its unknown dead! For, except in one or two doubtful instances, 
these mountainous sepulchral edifices have not availed to keep so much 
as the bare name of an individual or a family from oblivion. Ambitious of 
everlasting remembrance, as they were, the slumberers might just as well 
have gone quietly to rest, each in his pigeon-hole of a columbarium, or un- 
der his little green hillock, in a graveyard, without a headstone to mark 
the spot. It is rather satisfactory than otherwise, to think that all these 
idle pains have turned out so utterly abortive. 
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About two miles, or more, from the city-gate, and right upon the road- 
side, Kenyon passed an immense round pile, sepulchral in its original pur- 
poses, like those already mentioned. It was built of great blocks of hewn 
stone, on a vast, square foundation of rough, agglomerated material, such 
as composes the mass of all the other ruinous tombs. But whatever might 
be the cause, it was in a far better state of preservation than they. Or its 
broad summit rose the battlements of a mediaeval fortress, out of the 
midst of which (so long since had time begun to crumble the supple- 
mental structure, and cover it with soil, by means of wayside dust) grew 
trees, bushes, and thick festoons of ivy. This tomb of a woman had be- 
come the citadel and donjon-keep of a castle; and all the care that Cecilia 
Metella^s husband could bestow, to secure endless peace for her beloved 
relics, had only sufficed to make that handful of precious ashes the nu- 
cleus of battles, long ages after her death. 

A little beyond this point, the sculptor turned aside from the Appian 
Way, and directed his course across the Campagna, guided by tokens 
that were obvious only to himself. On one side of him, but at a distance, 
the Claudian aqueduct was striding over fields and water-courses. Before 
him, many miles away, with a blue atmosphere between, rose the Alban 
bills, brilliantly silvered with snow and sunshine. 

He was not without a companion. A buffalo-calf, that seemed shy and 
sociable by the self-same impulse, had begun to make acquaintance with 
him, from the moment when he left the road. This frolicsome creature 
gambolled along, now before, now behind ; standing a moment to gaze at 
him, with wild, curious eyes, he leaped aside and shook his shaggy head, 
as Kenyon advanced too nigh ; then, after loitering in the rear, he came 
galloping up, like a charge of cavalry, but halted, all of a sudden, when 
the sculptor turned to look, and bolted across the Campagna, at the slight- 
est signal of nearer approach. The young sportive thing, Kenyon half 
fancied, was serving him as a guide, like the heifer that led Cadmus to 
the site of his destined city; for, in spite of a hundred vagaries, his gen- 
eral course was in the right direction, and along by several objects which 
the sculptor had noted as landmarks of his way. 

In this natural intercourse with a rude and healthy form of animal life, 
tf\ere was something that wonderfully revived Kenyon’s spirits. The warm 
rays of the sun, too, were wholesome for him in body and soul ; and so 
was a breeze that bestirred itself occasionally, as if for the sole purpose of 
breathing upon his cheek, and dying softly away, when he would fain 
have felt a little more decided kiss. This shy, but loving breeze reminded 
him strangely of what Hilda’s deportment had sometimes been towards 
himself. 

The weather had very much to do, no doubt, with these genial and de- 
lightful sensations, that made the sculptor so happy with mere life, in 
spite of a head and heart full of doleful thoughts, anxieties, and fears, 
which ought in all reason to have depressed him. It was like no weather 
that exists anywhere, save in Paradise and in Certamly^ in 

AlRCTlca," where it is always toa«treauou§t::^-tk^ ^W^^her of heat oi 
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cold. Young as the season was, and wintry as it would have been under a 
ittore rigid sky, it resembled summer rather than what we New-Englanders 
recognize in our idea of spring. But there was an indescribable something, 
sweet, fresh, and remotely affectionate, which the matronly summer loses, 
and which thrilled, and, as it were, tickled Kenyon’s heart with a feeling 
partly of the senses, yet far more a spiritual delight. In a word, it was as 
if Hilda’s delicate breath were on his cheek. 

After walking at a brisk pace for about half an hour, he reached a spot 
where an excavation appeared to have been begun, at some not very dis- 
tant period. There was a hollow space in the earth, looking exceedingly 
like a deserted cellar, being enclosed within old subterranean walls, con- 
structed of thin Roman bricks, and made accessible by a narrow flight of 
stone steps. A suburban villa had probably stood over this site, in the im- 
perial days of Rome, and these might have been the ruins of a bath-room, 
or some other apartment that was recjuired to be wholly or partly under 
ground. A spade can scarcely be put into that soil, so rich in lost and for- 
gotten things, without hitting upon some discovery which would attract 
all eyes, in any other land. If you dig but a little way, you gather bits of 
precious marble, coins, rings, and engraved gems; if you go deeper, you 
break into columbaria, or into sculptured and richly frescoed apartments 
that look like festive Kalis, but were only sepulchres. 

The sculptor descended into the cellar-like cavity, and sat down on a 
block of stone. His eagerness had brought him thither sooner than the 
appointed hour. The sunshine fell slantwise into the hollow, and hap- 
pened to be resting on what Kenyon at first took to be a shapeless frag- 
ment of stone, possibly marble, which was partly concealed by the crum- 
bling down of earth. 

But his practised eye was soon aware of something artistic in this rude 
object. To relieve the anxious tedium of his situation, he cleared away 
some of the soil, which seemed to have fallen very recently, and discov- 
ered a headless figure of marble. It was earth-stained, as well it might be, 
and had a slightly corroded surface, but at once impressed the sculptor as 
a Greek production, and wonderfully delicate and beautiful. The head 
was gone ; both arms were broken off at the elbow. Protruding from the 
loose earth, however, Kenyon beheld the fingers of a marble hand; it was 
still appended to its arm, and a little further search enabled him to find 
the other. Placing these limbs in what the nice adjustment of the fractures 
proved to be their true position, the poor, fragmentary woman forthwith 
showed that she retained her modest instincts to the last. She had per- 
ished with them, and snatched them back at the moment of revival. For 
these long-buried hands immediately disposed themselves in the manner 
that nature prompts, as the antique artist knew, and as all the world has 
seen, in the Venus de’ Medici. 

^What a discovery is here!” thought Kenyon to himself. seek for 
Hilda, and find a marble woman I Is the omen good or ill?” 

In a corner of the excavation lay a small round block of stone, much in- 
crusted with earth that had dried and hardened upon it. So, at least, you 
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would have described this object, until the sculptor lifted it, turned it 
hither and thither in his hands, brushed off the clinging soil, and finally 
placed it on the slender neck of the newly discovered statue. The effect 
was magical. It immediately lighted up and vivified the whole figure, en- 
dowing it with personality, soul, and intelligence. The beautiful Idea at 
once asserted its immortality, and converted that heap of forlorn frag- 
ments into a whole, as perfect to the mind, if not to the eye, as when the 
new marble gleamed with snowy lustre; nor was the impression marred by 
the earth that still hung upon the exquisitely graceful limbs, and even 
filled the lovely crevice of the lips. Kenyon cleared it away from between 
them, and almost deemed himself rewarded with a living smile. 

It was either the prototype or a better repetition of the Venus of the 
Tribune. But those who have been dissatisfied with the small head, the 
narrow, soulless face, the button-hole eyelids, of that famous statue, and 
its mouth such as nature never moulded, should see the genial breadth of 
this far nobler and sweeter countenance. It is one of the few works of an- 
tique sculpture in which we recognize womanhood, and that, moreover, 
without prejudice to its divinity. 

Here, then, was a treasure for the sculptor to have found! How hap- 
pened it to be lying there, beside its grave of twenty centuries? Why were 
not the tidings of its discovery already noised abroad? The world was 
richer than yesterday, by something far more precious than gold. For- 
gotten beauty had come back, as beautiful as ever; a goddess had risen 
from her long slumber, and was a goddess still. Another cabinet in the 
Vatican was destined to shine as lustrously as that of the Apollo Belve- 
dere; or, if the aged pope should resign his claim, an emperor would woo 
this tender marble, and win her as proudly as an imperial bride! 

Such were the thoughts with which Kenyon exaggerated to himself the 
importance of the newly discovered statue, and strove to feel at least a 
portion of the interest which this event would have inspired in him a lit- 
tle while before. But, in reality, he found it difficult to fix his mind upon 
the subject. He could hardly, we fear, be reckoned a consummate artist, 
because there was something dearer tp him thaa his art; and, by the 
greater strength of a human affection, the divine statue seemed to fall 
aisuader again, and become only a heap of worthless fragments. 

\i^ile the sculptor sat listlessly gazing at it, there was a sound of small 
hoofs, clumsily galloping on the Campagna; and, soon, his frisky ac- 
quaintance, the buffalo-calf, came and peeped over the edge of the exca- 
vation. Almost at the same moment, he heard voices, which approached 
nearer and nearer; a man’s voice, and a feminine one, talking the musical 
tongue of Italy. Besides the hairy visage of his four-footed friend, Ken- 
yon now saw the figures of a peasant and a contadina, making gestures of 
salutation to him, on the opposite verge of the hollow space# 
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CHAPTER XL VII 

The Peasant and Contadina 

They descended into the excavation: a young peasant, in the short blu^ 
jacket, the small-clothes buttoned at the knee, and buckled shoes, that 
compose one of the ugliest dresses ever worn by man, except the wearer’s 
form have a grace which any garb, or the nudity of an antique statue, 
would equally set off ; and, hand in hand with him, a village girl, in one of 
those brilliant costumes largely kindled up with scarlet, and decorated 
with gold embroidery, in which the contadinas array themselves on feast- 
days. But Kenyon was not deceived; he had recognized the voices of his 
friends, indeed, even before their disguised figures came between him and 
the sunlight. Donatello was the peasant; the contadina, with the airy 
smile, half mirthful, though it shone out of melancholy eyes. — ^was 
Miriam. 

They both greeted the sculptor witn a familiar kindness which remind- 
ed him of the days when Hilda and they and he had lived so happily to- 
gether, before the mysterious adventure of the catacqmb. What a succes- 
sion of sinister events had followed one spectral figure out of that gloomy 
labyrinth. 

‘Tt is carnival time, you know,’’ said Miriam, as if in explanation ol 
Donatello’s and her own costume. ^‘Do you remember how merrily we 
spent the Carnival, last year?” 

‘Tt seems many years ago,” replied Kenyon. ^'We are all so changed 1 ” 

When individuals approach one another with deep purposes on both 
sides, they seldom come at once to the matter which they have most at 
heart. They dread the electric shock of a too sudden contact with it. A 
natural impulse leads them to steal gradually onward, hiding themselves, 
as it were, behind a closer, and still a closer topic, until they stand face to 
face with the true point of interest. Miriam was conscious of this impulse, 
and partially obeyed it. 

‘‘So, your instincts as a sculptor have brought you into the presence ol 
our newly discovered statue,” she observed. “It is not beautiful? A far 
truer image of immortal womanhood than the poor little damsel at Flor- 
ence, world-famous though she be.’' 

“Most beautiful,” said Kenyon, casting an indifferent glance at the 
Venus. “The time has been when the sight of this statue would have been 
enough to make the day memorable.” 

“And will it not do so, now?” Miriam asked. “I fancied so, indeed, 
when we discovered it two days ago. It is Donatello’s prize. We were sit- 
ting here together, planning an interview with you, when his keen eyes 
detected the fallen goddess, almost entirely buried under that heap of 
earth, which the clumsy excavators showered down upon her, I suppose. 
We congratulated ourselves, chiefly for your sake. The eyes of us threo 
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are the only ones to which she has yet revealed herself. Does it not fright- 
en you a little, like the apparition of a lovely woman that lived of old, 
and has long lain in the grave ? 

“Ah, Miriam! I cannot respond to you,’^ said the sculptor, with irre- ^ 
pressible impatience. “Imagination and the love of art have both died 
out of me.” 

“Miriam,” interposed Donatello, with gentle gravity, “why should we 
keep our friend in suspense? We know what anxiety he feels. Let us give 
him what intelligence we can.” 

“Vou are so direct and immediate, my beloved friend! ” answered Mir- 
iam with an unquiet smile. “There are several reasons why I should like 
to play round this matter a little while, and cover it with fanciful 
thoughts, as we strew a grave with flowers.” 

“A gravel ” exclaimed the sculptor. 

“No grave in which your heart need be buried,” she replied; “you have 
no such calamity to dread. But I linger and hesitate, because every word 
I speak brings me nearer to a crisis from which I shrink. Ah, Donatello! 
let us live a little longer the life of these last few days! It is so bright, so 
airy, so childlike, so without either past or future! Here, on the wild 
Campagna, you seem to have found, both for yourself and me, the life 
that belonged to you in early youth; the sweet irresponsible life which 
you inherited from your mythic ancestry, the Fauns of Monte Beni. Our 
stern and black reality will come upon us speedily enough. But, first, a 
brief time more of this strange happiness.” 

“I dare not linger upon it,” answered Donatello, with an expression 
that reminded the sculptor of the gloomiest days of his remorse at Monte 
Beni. “I dare to be so happy as you have seen me, only because I have 
felt the time to be so brief.” 

“One day, then! ” pleaded Miriam. “One more day in the wild freedom 
of this sweet-scented air.” 

“Well, one more day,” said Donatello, smiling; and his smile touched 
Kenyon with a pathos beyond words, there being gayety and sadness both 
melted into it; “but here is Hilda’s friend, and our own. Comfort him, at 
least, and set his heart at rest, since you have it partly in your power.” 

“Ah, surely he might endure his pangs a little longer!” cried Miriam, 
turning to Kenyon with a tricksy, fitful kind of mirth, that served to hide 
some solemn necessity, too sad and serious to be looked at in its naked 
aspect. “You love us both, I think, and will be content to suffer for our 
sakes, one other day. Do I ask too much?” 

“Tell me of Hilda,” replied the sculptor; “tell me only that she is safe, 
and keep back what else you will.” 

“Hilda is safe,” said Miriam. “There is a Providence purposely for 
fHilda, as I remember to have told you long ago. But a great trouble — an 
evil deed, let us acknowledge it — ^has spread out its dark branches so 
widely, that the shadow falls on innocence as well as guilt. There was 
one slight link that connected your sweet Hilda with a crime which it 
was her unhappy fortune to witness, but of which I need not say she was 
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as guiltless as the angels that looked out of heaven, and saw it too. No 
matter, now, what the consequence has been. You shall have your lost 
Hilda back, and — who knows? — ^perhaps tenderer than she was/^ 

^^But when will she return?’’ persisted the sculptor; ^^tell me the when, 
and where, and how 1 ” 

little patience. Do not press me so,” said Miriam; and again Ken- 
yon was struck by the spritelike, fitful characteristic of her manner, and 
a sort of hysteric gayety, which seemed to be a will-o’-the-wisp from a 
sorrow stagnant at her heart. “You have more time to spare than I. First, 
listen to something that I have to tell. We will talk of Hilda by and by.” 

Then Miriam spoke of her own life, and told facts that threw a gleam 
of light over many things which had perplexed the sculptor in all his 
previous knowledge of her. She described J^rself as springing iixwu Eng- 
lish parentage, on the mother’s side, out with a vein, likewise, of Jewish 
“blood; yet connected, through her father, with one of those few princely 
families of Southern Italy, which still retain great wealth and influence. 
And she revealed a name, at which he^ auditor started, and grew pale; for 
it was one that, only a few years before, had been familiar to the world 
in connection with a mysterious and terrible event. The reader — if he 
think it worth while to recall some (f the strange incidents which have 
been talked of, and forgotten, within no long time past — will remember 
Miriam’s name. 

“You shudder at me, I perceive,” said Miriam, suddenly interrupting 
her narrative. 

“No; you were innocent,” replied the sculptor. “I shudder at the fatal- 
ity that seems to haunt your footsteps, and throws a shadow of crime 
about your path, you being guiltless.” 

“There was such a fatality,” said Miriam; “yes; the shadow fell upon 
me, innocent, but I went astray in it, and wandered — as Hilda could tell 
you — into crime.” 

She went on to say, that, while yet a child, she had lost her English 
mother. From a very early period of her life, there had been a contract of 
betrothal between herself and a certain marchese, the representative of 
another branch of her paternal house, — a family arrangement between 
two persons of disproportioned ages, and in which feeling went for noth- 
ing. Most Italian girls of noble rank would have yielded themselves to 
such a marriage, as an affair of course. But there was something in Mir- 
iam’s blood, in her mixed race, in her recollections of her mother, — some 
characteristic, finally, in her own nature, — which had given her freedom 
of thought, and force of will, and made this prearranged connection 
odious to her. Moreover, the character of her destined husband would 
have been a sufficient and insuperable objection ; for it betrayed traits so 
evil, so treacherous, so vile, and yet so strangely subtle, as could only be 
accounted for by the insanity which often develops itself in old, close-kept 
races of men, when long unmixed with newer blood. Reaching the age 
when the marriage contract should have been fulfilled, Miriam had utter- 
ly repudiated it. 
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Some time afterwards had occurred that terrible event to which Mir- 
iam had alluded, when she revealed her name; an event, the frightful and 
mysterious circumstances of which will recur to many minds, but of 
which few or none can have found for themselves a satisfactory explana- 
tion. It only concerns the present narrative, inasmuch as the suspicion of 
being at least an accomplice in the crime fell darkly and directly u|;'»on 
Miriam herself. 

^‘But you know that I am innocent!” she cried, interrupting herself 
again, and looking Kenyon in the face. 

“I know it by my deepest consciousness,” he answered; “and I know it 
oy Hilda’s trust and entire affection, which you never could have won 
had you been capable of guilt.” 

“That is sure ground, indeed, for pronouncing me innocent,” said Mir- 
iam with the tears gushing into her eyes. “Yet I have since become a hor- 
ror to your saint-like Hilda, by a crime which she herself saw me help to 
perpetrate!” 

She proceeded with her story. The great influence of her family con- 
nections had shielded her from some of the consequences of her imputed 
guilt. But, in her despair, she had fled from home, and had surrounded her 
flight with such circumstances as rendered it the most probable conclu- 
sion that she had committed suicide. Miriam, however, was not of the 
feeble nature which takes advantage of that obvious and poor resource in 
earthly difficulties^he flung herself upon the world, and speedily created 
a new sphere, in which Hilda’s gentle purity, the sculptor’s sensibility, 
dear thought, and genius, and Donatello’s genial simplicity, had given 
her almost her first experience of happiness. Then came that ill-omened 
adventure of the catacomb. The spectral figure which she encountered 
there was the evil fate that had haunted her through life. 

Looking back upon what had happened, Miriam observed, she now 
considered him a madman. Insanity must have been mixed up with his 
original composition, and developed by those very acts of depravity 
which it suggested, and still more intensified, by the remorse that ulti- 
mately followed them.-N,othing was stranger in his dark career than the 
penitence which often seemed to go hand in hand with crime. Since his 
death, she had ascertained that it finally led him to a convent, where his 
severe and self-inflicted penance had even acquired him the reputation of 
unusual sanctity, and had been the cause of his enjoying greater freedom 
than is commonly allowed to monks. 

“Need I tell you more?” asked Miriam, after proceeding thus far. “It is 
still a dim and dreary mystery, a gloomy twilight into which I guide you ; 
but possibly you may catch a glimpse of much that I myself can explain 
only by conjecture. At all events, you can comprehend what my situation 
must have been, after that fatal interview in the catacomb. My persecutor 
had gone thither for penance, but followed me forth with fresh impulses 
to crime. He had me in his power. Mad as he was, and wicked as he was, 
with one word he could have blasted me in the belief of all the world. In 
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your belief too, and Hilda ^s! Even Donatello would have shrunk from me 
with horror!’’ 

‘^Never,” said Donatello, ^^my instinct would have known you inno- 
cent.” 

Hilda and Donatello and myself, — ^we three would have acquitted 
you,” said Kenyon, “let the world say what it might. Ah, Miriam, you 
should have told us this sad story sooner! ” 

“I thought often of revealing it to you,” answered Miriam; “on one 
occasion, especially, — it was after you had shown me your Cleopatra; it 
seemed to leap out of my heart, and got as far as my very lips. But finding 
you cold to accept my confidence, I hrust it back again. Had I obeyed 
my first impulse, all would have turner 1 out differently.” 

“And Hilda! ” resumed the sculpto* . “What can have been her connec- 
tion with these dark incidents?” 

“She will, doubtless, tell you wiih her own lips,” replied Miriam. 
“Through sources of information wh ch I possess in Rome, I can assure 
you of her safety. In two days more —by the help of the special Provi* 
dence that, as I love to tell you, watches over Hilda — she shall rejoin 
you.” 

“Still two days more! ” murmured t^e sculptor. 

“Ah, you are cruel now! More cruel than you know!” exclaimed Mir- 
iam, with another gleam of that fantastic, fitful gayety, which had more 
than once marked her manner, during this interview. “Spare your poor 
friends!” 

“I know not what you mean, Miriam,” said Kenyon. 

“No matter,” she replied; “you will understand hereafter. But could 
you think it? Here is Donatello haunted with strange remorse, and an 
unmitigable resolve to obtain what he deems justice upon himself. He 
fancies, with a kind of direct simplicity, which I have vainly tried to com- 
bat, that, when a wrong has been done, the doer is bound to submit him- 
self to whatsoever tribunal takes cognizance of such things, and abide its 
judgment. I have assured him that there is no such thing as earthly jus- 
tice, and especially none here, under the head of Christendom. 

“We will not argue the point again,” said Donatello, smiling. “I have 
no head for argument, but only a sense, an impulse, an instinct, I believe, 
which sometimes leads me right. But why do we talk now of what may 
make us sorrowful? There are still two days more. Let us be happy!” 

It appeared to Kenyon that since he last saw Donatello, some of the 
sweet and delightful characteristics of the antique Faun had returned to 
him. There were slight, careless graces, pleasant and simple peculiarities, 
that had been obliterated by the heavy grief through which he was pass- 
ing at Monte Beni, and out of which he had hardly emerged, when the 
sculptor parted with Miriam and him beneath the bronze pontiff’s out- 
stretched hand. These happy blossoms had now reappeared. A playful- 
ness came out of his heart, and glimmered like firelight in his actions, 
alternating, or even closely intermingled, with profound sympathy and 
serious thought. 
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he not beautiful?” said Miriam, watching the sculptor’s eye as it 
dwelt admiringly on Donatello. changed, yet,stillr ina deeper sense, 

jsajnuch the same! He has travelled in aTciicle, as all things heavenly and 
^rthly do, and now comes back to his original self, with an inestimable 
treasure of improvement won from an experience of pain. How wonderful 
is'ihisl I trehlble at my oWn thoughts, yet must needs probe them to their 
depths. Was the crime — in which he and I were wedded — ^was it a bless- 
ing, in fHat strange disguise? Was it a means of education^ bringing a 
simple and imperfect nature to a point of feeling and intelligence which it 
could have reached under no other discipline?” 

“You stir up deep and perilous matter, Miriam,” replied Kenyon. “I 
1iare not follow you into the unfathomable abysses whither you are 
tending.” 

“Yet there is a pleasure in them! I delight to brood on the verge of this 
great mystery,” returned she. “Xhe story of the fall of man! Is it not re- 
peated in our romance of Monte Beni? And may we follow the analogy 
yet further? Was that very sin,— into which Adam precipitated himself 
and all his race, — ^was it the destined means by which, over a long path- 
way of toil and sorrow, we are to attain a higher, brighter, and profound- 
er happiness, than our lost birthright gave? Will not this idea account 
fS rtfae p e l ni itted existence of sin, as no other theory can?” 

is Too dangerous, Miriam! I cannot follow you!” repeated the 
sculptor. “Mortal man has no right to tread on the ground where you now 
set your feet.” 

“Ask Hilda what she thinks of it,” said Miriam, with a thoughtful 
smile. “At least, she might conclude that sin — ^which man chose instead of 
good — ^hasbeen so beneficently “handled by omniscience and omnipotence, 
whereas oiir dark enemy sought to destroy us by it, it has really be- 
come^ instrument most effective in the education of intellect and soul.” 
'“‘Tliriam paused a little longer among these meditations,' which the 
sculptor, rightly felt to be so perilous; she then pressed his hand, in token 
of farewell. 

“The day after to-morrow,” said she, “an hour before sunset, go to the 
Corso, and stand in front of the fifth house on your left, beyond the An- 
tonine column. You will learn tidings of a friend.” 

Kenyon would have besought her for more definite intelligence, but 
she shook her head, put her finger on her lips, and turned away with an 
illusive smile. The fancy impressed him, that she, too, like Donatello, had 
reached a wayside paradise, in their mysterious life-journey, where they 
both threw down the burden of the before and after, and, except for this 
interview with himself, were happy in the flitting moment. Today, Dona- 
tello was the sylvan Faun; to-day, Miriam was his fit companion, a 
Nymph of grove or fountain; to-morrow, — a remorseful man and woman, 
linked by a marriage-bond of crime, — i9rtb,^l0wards an 
igejd^ie go?l. 
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CHAPTER XLVin 

A Scene in the Corso 

On the appointed afternoon, Kenyon failed not to make his appearance 
in the Corso, and at an hour much earlier than Miriam had named. 

It was carnival time. The merriment of this famous festival was in full 
progress; and the stately avenue of the Corso was peopled with hundreds 
of fantastic shapes, some of which probably represented the mirth of an- 
cient times, surviving through all manner of calamity, ever since the days 
of the Roman Empire. For a few afte<*noons of early spring, this mouldy 
gayety strays into the sunshine; all the remainder of the year, it seems to 
be shut up in the catacombs or some other sepulchral storehouse of the 
past. 

Besides these hereditary forms, at which a hundred generations have 
laughed, there were others of modern date, the humorous effluence of the 
day that was now passing. J[t is a day however, and an age, that-appears 
to be remarkably barren, when compared with prolilic-orig«ftaHty of 
former times, in productions of a scenic and ceremonial character, wheth- 
er grave 0T~gay. Tx> own the truth,, the Carnival is alive^ this pxesent year, 
only because it h^ existed through centuries gone by. It is traditionary, 
noFactual. If decrepit and melancholy Rome smiles, and laughs broadly, 
Indeed, at carnival time, it is not in the old simplicity of real mirth, but 
with a half-conscious effort, like our self-deceptive pretence of jollity at a 
threadbare joke. Whatever it may once have been, it is now but a narrow 
streafflrof merriment, noisy of set purpose, running along the middle of 
the Corso, through the solemn heart of the decayed city, without extend- 
ing its shallow influence on either side. Nor, even within its own limits, 
does Tt affect the mass of spectators, but only a comparatively few, in 
street and balcony, who carry on the warfare of nosegays and counterfeit 
sugar-plums. The populace look on with staid composure; the nobility 
and priesthood take little or no part in the matter ; and, but for the hordes 
of Anglo-Saxons who annually take up the flagging mirth, the Carnival 
^ght long ago have been swept away, with the snow-drifts of confetti 
tii^\iffiTEen all the pavement. 

--""No doubt, however, the worn-out festival is still new to the youthful 
and light-hearted, who make the worn-out world itself as fresh as Adam 
found it on his first forenoon in Paradise. It may be only age and care 
that chill the life out of its grotesque and airy riot, \?ith the impertinence 
of their coldcritidsm. ^ ^ 

Kenyon, though young, had care enough within his breast to render 
the Carnival the emptiest of mockeries. Contrasting the stern anxiety of 
his present mood with the frolic spirit of the preceding year, he fancied 
that so much troubl e h2f ,d, at all events, brought It a tram But 

tlfere is a wisdom that looks grave, and sneers at merriment; and again a 
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deeper wisdom, that stoops to be gay as often as occasion serves, and 
oftenest avails itself of shallow and trifling grounds of mirth; because, if 
we wait for more substantial ones, we seldom can be gay at all. Therefore, 
had it been possible, Kenyon would have done well to mask himself in 
some wild, hairy visage, and plunge into the throng of other maskers, as 
at the Carnival before. Then, Donatello had danced along the Cors^* in 
all the equipment of a Faun, doing the part with wonderful felicity of exe- 
cution, and revealing furry ears, which looked absolutely real ; and Mir* 
iam had been, alternately, a lady of the antique regime, in powder and 
brocade, and the prettiest peasant-girl of the Campagna, in the gayest of 
costumes; while Hilda, sitting demurely in a balcony, had hit the sculptor 
with a single rose-bud, — ^so sweet and fresh a bud that he knew at once 
whose hand had flung it. 

These were all gone; all those dear friends whose S3nnpathetic mirth 
had made him gay. Kenyon felt as if an interval of many years had passed 
since the last Carnival. He had grown old, the nimble jollity was tame, 
and the maskers dull and heavy; the Corso was but a narrow and shabby 
street of decaying palaces; and even the long, blue streamer of Italian 
sky, above it, not half so brightly blue as formerly. 

Yet, if he could have beheld the scene with his clear, natural eyesight, 
he might still have found both merriment and splendor in it. Everywhere, 
and all day long, there had been tokens of the festival, in the baskets 
brimming over with bouquets, for sale at the street-corners, or borne 
about on people^s heads; while bushels upon bushels of variously colored 
confetti were displayed, looking just like veritable sugar-plums; so that a 
stranger would have imagined that the whole commerce and business of 
stern old Rome lay in flowers and sweets. And, now, in the sunny after- 
noon, there could hardly be a spectacle more picturesque than the vista of 
that noble street, stretching into the interminable distance between two 
rows of lofty edifices, from every window of which, and many a balcony, 
flaunted gay and gorgeous carpets, bright silks, scarlet cloths with rich 
golden fringes, and Gobelin tapestry, still lustrous with varied hues, 
though the product of antique looms. Each separate palace had put on a 
gala-dress, and looked festive for the occasion, whatever sad or guilty se- 
cret it might hide within. Every window, moreover, was alive with the 
faces of women, rosy girls, and children, all kindled into brisk and mirth- 
ful expression, by the incidents in the street below. In the balconies that 
projected along the palace fronts stood groups of ladies, some beautiful, 
all richly dressed, scattering forth their laughter, shrill, yet sweet, and 
the musical babble of their voices, to thicken into an airy tumult over the 
heads of common mortals. 

All these innumerable eyes looked down into the street, the whole ca- 
pacity of which was thronged with festal figures, in such fantastic variety 
that it had taken centuries to contrive them; and through the midst of 
the mad, merry stream of human life, rolled slowly onward a never-end- 
ing procession of all the vehicles in Rome, from the ducal carriage, with 
the powdered coachman high in front, and the three golden lackeys. 
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clinging in the rear, down to the rustic cart drawn by its single donkey. 
Among this various crowd, at windows and in balconies, in cart, cab, ba- 
rouche, or gorgeous equipage, or bustling to and fro afoot, there was a 
sympathy of nonsense; a true and genial brotherhood and sisterhood, 
based on the honest purpose — and a wise one, too — of being foolish, all 
together. The sport of mankind, like its deepest earnest, is a battle; so 
these festive people fought one another with an ammunition of sugar- 
plums and flowers. 

Not that they were veritable sugar-plums, however, but something that 
resembled them only as the apples of Sodom look like better fruit. They 
were concocted mostly of lime, with a grain of oat, or some other worth- 
less kernel, in the midst. Besides the hail-storm of confetti, the combat- 
ants threw handfuls of flour or lime in >0 the air, where it hung^like smoke 
over a battle-field, or, descending, whitened a black coat or priestly robe, 
and made the curly locks of youth irre^ erently hoary. 

At the same time with this acrid ( ontest of quicklime, which caused 
much effusion of tears from suffering eyes, a gentler warfare of flowers 
was carried on, principally between knights and ladies. Originally, no 
doubt, when this pretty custom was first instituted, it may have had a 
sincere and modest import. Each youth and damsel, gathering bouquets 
of field-flowers, or the sweetest and tairest that grew in their own gar- 
dens, all fresh and virgin blossoms, flung them, with true aim, at the one, 
or few, whom they regarded with a sentiment of shy partiality at least, if 
not with love. Often, the lover in the Corso may thus have received from 
his bright mistress, in her father^s princely balcony, the first sweet intima- 
tion that his passionate glances had not struck against a heart of marble. 
What more appropriate mode of suggesting her tender secret could a 
maiden find than by the soft hit of a rose-bud against a young man’s 
cheek. 

This was the pastime and the earnest of a more innocent and homelier 
age. Nowadays, the nosegays are gathered and tied up by sordid hands, 
chiefly of the most ordinary flowers, and are sold along the Corso, at 
mean price, yet more than such venal things are worth. Buying a basket- 
ful, you find them miserably wilted, as if they had flown hither and thith- 
er through two or three carnival days already; muddy, too, having been 
fished up from the pavement, where a hundred feet have trampled on 
them. You may see throngs of men and boys who thrust themselves be- 
neath the horses’ hoofs to gather up bouquets that were aimed amiss from 
balcony and carriage; these they sell again, and yet once more, and ten 
times over, defiled as they all are with the wicked filth of Rome. 

Such are the flowery favors — the fragrant bunches of sentiment — that 
fly between cavalier and dame, and back again, from one end of the Corso 
to the other. Perhaps they may symbolize, more aptly than was intended, 
the poor, battered, wilted hearts of those who fling them; hearts which — 
crumpled and crushed by former possessors, and stained with various 
mishap — ^have been passed from hand to hand along the muddy street' 
way of life, instead of being treasTired in one faithful bosom. 
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These venal and polluted flowers, therefore, and those deceptive bon- 
bons, are types of the small reality that still subsists in the observance of 
the Carnival. Yet the government seemed to imagine that there might be 
excitement enough, — wild mirth, perchance, following its antics beyond 
law, and frisking from frolic into earnest, — to render it expedient to guard 
the Corso with an imposing show of military power. Besides the ordinary 
force of gendarmes, a strong patrol of papal dragoons, in steel helmets and 
white cloaks, were stationed at all the street-corners. Detachments of 
French infantry stood by their stacked muskets in the Piazza del Popolo, 
at one extremity of the course, and before the palace of the Austrian em- 
bassy, at the other, and by the column of Antoninus, midway between. 
Had that chained tiger-cat, the Roman populace, shown only so much as 
the tip of his claws, the sabres would have been flashing and the bullets 
whistling, in right earnest, among the combatants who now pelted one an- 
other with mock sugar-plums and wilted flowers. 

But, to do the Roman people justice, they were restrained by a better 
safeguard than the sabre or the bayonet; it was their own gentle courtesy, 
which imparted a sort of sacredness to the hereditary festival. At first 
sight of a spectacle so fantastic and extravagant, a cool observer might 
have imagined the whole town gone mad; but, in the end, he would see 
that all this apparently unbounded license is kept strictly within a limit 
of its own; he would admire a people who can so freely let loose their 
mirthful propensities, while muzzling those fiercer ones that tend to mis- 
chief. Everybody seemed lawless; nobody was rude. If any reveller over- 
stepp^ the mark, it was sure to be no Roman; but an Englishman or an 
American ; and even the rougher play of this Gothic race was still soft- 
ened by the insensible influence of a moral atmosphere more delicate, in 
some respects, than we breathe at home. Not that, after all, we like the 
5^e Italian spirit better than our own; popular rudeness is sometimes the 
^jrmpfom of rude moral health. But, where a Carnival is in question, it 
f w6]uld probably pass off more decorously, as well as more airily and de- 
lightfully, in Rome, than in any Anglo-Saxon city. 

When Kenyon emerged from a side-lane into the Corso, the mirth was 
at its height. Out of the seclusion of his own feelings, he looked forth at 
the tapestried and damask-curtained palaces, the slow-moving, double 
line of carriages, and the motley maskers that swarmed on foot, as if he 
were gazing through the iron lattice of a prison-window. So remote from 
the scene were his sympathies, that it affected him like a thin dream, 
through the dim, extravagant material of which he could discern more 
substantial objects, while too much under its control to start forth broad 
awake. Just at that moment, too, there came another spectacle, making its 
way right through the masquerading throng. 

It was, first and foremost, a full band of martial music, reverberating, 
in that narrow and confined, though stately avenue, between the walls of 
the lofty palaces, and roaring upward to the sky, with melody so power- 
ful that it almost grew to discord. Next came a body of cavalry and 
mounted gendarmes, with great display of military pomp. They were es- 
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corting a long train of equipages, each and all of which shone as gorgeous- 
ly as Cinderella’s coach, with paint and gilding. Like that, too, they were 
provided with coachmen, of mighty breadth, and enormously tall foot- 
men, in immense, powdered wigs, and all the splendor of gold-laced, 
three-cornered hats, and embroidered silk coats and breeches. By the old- 
fashioned magnificence of this procession, it might worthily have included 
his Holiness in person, with a suite of attendant Cardinals, if those sacred 
'dignitaries would kindly have lent their aid to heighten the frolic of the 
Carnival. But, for all its show of a martial escort, and its antique splen- 
dor of costume, it was but a train of the municipal authorities of Rome, 
— illusive shadows, every one, and among them a phantom, styled the 
Roman Senator, — ^proceeding to the Capitol. 

The r^*otous interchange of nosegays and confetti was partially sus- 
pended, while the procession passed. ( )ne well-directed shot, however, — ^it 
was a double handful of powdered lime^ flung by an impious New-Eng- 
lander, — hit the coachman of the Roman Senator full in the face, and 
hurt his dignity amazingly. It appealed to be his opinion, that the Re- 
public was again crumbling into ruir , and that the dust of it now filled 
his no^jlrils; though, in fact, it would hardly be distinguished from the 
official powder with which he was already plentifully bestrewn. 

While the sculptor, with his dreamy eyes, was taking idle note of this 
trifling circumstance, two figures passed before him, hand in hand. The 
countenance of each was covered with an impenetrable black mask ; but 
one seemed a peasant of the Campagna; the other, a contadina in her 
holiday costume. 


CHAPTER XLIX 

A Frolic of the Carnival 

The crowd and confusion, just at that moment, hindered the sculptor 
from pursuing these figures, — the peasant and contadina, — who, indeed, 
were but two of a numerous tribe that thronged the Corso, in similar 
costume. As soon as he could squeeze a passage, Kenyon tried to follow 
in their footsteps, but quickly lost sight of them, and was thrown off the 
track by stopping to examine various groups of masqueraders, in which 
he fancied the objects of his search to be included. He found many a sal- 
low peasant or herdsman of the Campagna, in such a dress as Donatello 
wore; many a contadina, too, brown, broad, and sturdy, in her finery of 
scarlet, and decked out with gold or coral beads, a pair of heavy ear- 
rings, a curiously wrought cameo or mosaic brooch, and a silver comb or 
long stiletto among her glossy hair. But those shapes of grace and beauty, 
which he sought, had vanished. 
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As soon as the procession of the Senator had passed, the merry-makers 
resumed their antics with fresh spirit, and the artillery of bouquets and 
sugar-plums, suspended for a moment, began anew. The sculptor himself, 
being probably the most anxious and unquiet spectator there, was es- 
peci^ly a mark for missiles from all quarters, and for the practical jokes 
pwhich the license of the Carnival permits. In fact, his sad and contra^-ted 
brow so ill accorded with the scene, that the revellers might be pardoned 
for thus using him as the butt of their idle mirth, since he evidently could 
not otherwise contribute to it. 

Fantastic figures, with bulbous heads, the circumference of a bushel, 
grinned enormously in his face. Harlequins struck him with their wooden 
swords, and appeared to expect his immediate transformation into some 
jollier shape. A little, long-tailed, horned fiend sidled up to him, and sud- 
denly blew at him through a tube, enveloping our poor friend in a whole 
harvest of winged seeds. A biped, with an ass’s snout, brayed close to his 
ear, ending his discordant uproar with a peal of human laughter. Five 
strapping damsels — so, at least, their petticoats bespoke them, in spite of 
an awful freedom in the flourish of their legs, — joined hands, and danced 
around him, inviting him by their gestures to perform a hornpipe in the 
midst. Released from these gay persecutors, a clown in motley rapped him 
on the back with a blown bladder, in which a handful of dried peas rattled 
horribly. 

Unquestionably, a care-stricken mortal has no business abroad, when 
the rest of mankind are at high carnival; they must either pelt him and 
absolutely martyr him with jests, and finally bury him beneath the aggre- 
gate heap; or else the potency of his darker mood, because the tissue of 
human life takes a sad dye more readily than a gay one, will quell their 
holiday humors, like the aspect of a death’s-head at a banquet. Only that 
we know Kenyon’s errand, we could hardly forgive him for venturing 
into the Corso with that troubled face. 

Even yet, his merry martyrdom was not half over. There came along a 
gigantic female figure, seven feet high, at least, and taking up a third of 
the street’s breadth with the preposterously swelling sphere of her crino- 
line skirts. Singling out the sculptor, she began to make a ponderous as- 
sault upon his heart, throwing amorous glances at him out of her great 
goggle-eyes, offering him a vast bouquet of sunflowers and nettles, and 
soliciting his pity by all sorts of pathetic and passionate dumb-show. Her 
suit meeting no favor, the rejected Titaness made a gesture of despair 
and rage; then suddenly drawing a huge pistol, she took aim right at the 
obdurate sculptor’s breast, and pulled the trigger. The shot took effect, 
for the abominable plaything went off by a spring, like a boy’s popgun, 
covering Kenyon with a cloud of lime-dust, under shelter of which the 
revengeful damsel strode away. 

Hereupon, a whole host of absurd figures surrounded him pretending 
to sympathize in his mishap. Clowns and party-colored harlequins; 
orang-outangs; bear-headed, bull-headed, and dog-headed individuals; 
faces that would have been human, but for their enormous noses; one 
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terrific creature, with a visage right in the centre of his breast; and all 
other imaginable kinds of monstrosity and exaggeration. These appari- 
tions appeared to be investigating the case, after the fashion of a coroner’s 
jury, poking their pasteboard countenances close to the sculptor’s with an 
unchangeable grin, that gave still more ludicrous effect to the comic alarm 
and sorrow of their gestures. Just then, a figure came by, in a gray wig 
and rusty gown, with an inkhorn at his button-hole, and a pen behind his 
ear; he announced himself as a notary, and offered to make the Irist will 
and testament of the assassinated man. This solemn duty, howe\er, was 
interrupted by a surgeon, who brandished a lancet, three feet long, and 
proposed to him to let him take blood. 

The affair was so like a feverish dieam, that Kenyon resigned himseli 
to let it take its course. Fortunately the humors of the Carnival pass from 
one absurdity to another, without lingering long enough on any, to wear 
out even the slightest of them. The f assiveness of his demeanor afforded 
too little scope for such broad merriment as the masqueraders sought. In 
a few moments they vanished from h im, as dreams and spectres do, leav- 
ing him at liberty to pursue his qu»‘st, with no impediment except the 
crowd that blocked up the footway. 

He had not gone far when the peasant and the contadina met him. 
They were still hand in hand, and appeared to be straying through the 
grotesque and animated scene, taking as little part in it as himself. It 
might be because he recognized them, and knew their solemn secret, that 
the sculptor fancied a melancholy emotion to be expressed by the very 
movement and attitudes of these two figures; and even the grasp of their 
hands, uniting them so closely, seemed to set them in a sad remoteness 
from the world at which they gazed. 

rejoice to meet you,” said Kenyon. 

But they looked at him through the eye-holes of their black masks, 
without answering a word. 

^Tray give me a little light on the matter which I have so much at 
heart,” said he; ^4f you know anything of Hilda, for Heaven’s sake^ 
speak ! ” 

Still, they were silent ; and the sculptor began to imagine that he must 
have mistaken the identity of these figures, there being such a multitude 
in similar costume. Yet there was no other Donatello, no other Miriam. 
He felt, too, that spiritual certainty which impresses us with the presence 
of our friends, apart from any testimony of the senses. 

‘^You are unkind,” resumed he, — ‘^knowing the anxiety which oppress- 
es me, — not to relieve it, if in your power.” 

The reproach evidently had its effect; for the contadina now spoke, and 
it was Miriam’s voice. 

^We gave you all the light we could,” said she. ^^You are yourself un- 
kind, though you little think how much so, to come between us at this 
hour. There may be a sacred hour, even in carnival time.” 

In another state of mind, Kenyon could have been amused by the im- 
pulsiveness of this response, and a sort of vivacity that he had often noted 
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in Miriam’s conversation. But he was conscious of a profound sadness in 
her tone, overpowering its momentary irritation, and assuring him that 
a pale, tear-stained face was hidden behind her mask. 

'Torgive me I ” said he. 

Donatello here extended his hand, — ^not that which was clasping Mir^ 
iam’s, — ^and she, too, put her free one into the sculptor’s left; so hat 
they were a linked circle of three, with many reminiscences and forebod- 
ings flashingTht'ough their hearts. Kenxpn knew intuitively__ that these 
once familiar friends were parting wiEEhim, now. 

*T^arewelir^ they all three said, in the same breath. 

Np sooner was the word spoken, than they loosed their hands; and the 
upirpar of the Carnival swept like a tempestuous sea over the spot, which 
they had included within their small circle of isolated feeling. 

By this interview, the sculptor had learned nothing in reference to 
Hilda; but he understood that he was to adhere to the instructions al- 
ready received, and await a solution of the mystery in some mode that he 
could not yet anticipate. Passing his hands over his eyes, and looking 
about him, — for the event just described had made the scene even more 
dreamlike than before, — he now found himself approaching that broad 
piazza bordering on the Corso, which has for its central object the sculp- 
tured column of Antoninus. It was not far from this vicinity that Miriam 
had bid him wait. Struggling onward, as fast as the tide of merry-makers, 
setting strong against him, would permit, he was now beyond the Palazzo 
Colonna, and began to count the houses. The fifth was a palace, with 
long front upon the Corso, and of stately height, but somewhat grim with 
age. 

Over its arched and pillared entrance there was a balcony, richly hung 
with tapestry and damask, and tenanted, for the time, by a gentleman of 
venerable aspect, and a group of ladies. The white hair and whiskers of 
the former, and the winter-roses in his cheeks, had an English look; the 
ladies, too, showed a fair-haired Saxon bloom, and seemed to taste the 
mirth of the Carnival with the freshness of spectators to whom the scene 
was new. All the party, the old gentleman with grave earnestness, as if he 
were defending a rampart, and his young companions with exuberance of 
frolic, showered confetti inexhaustibly upon the passers-by. 

In the rear of the balcony, a broad-brimmed, ecclesiastical beaver was 
visible. An abbate, probably an acquaintance and cicerone of the Eng- 
lish family, was sitting there, and enjoying the scene, though partially 
withdrawn from view, as the decorum for his order dictated. 

There seemed no better nor other course for Kenyon, than to keep 
watch at this appointed spot, waiting for whatever should happen next. 
Clasping his arm around a lamp-post, to prevent being carried away by 
the turbulent stream of wayfarers, he scrutinized every face, with the idea 
that some one of them might meet his eyes with a glance of intelligence. 
He looked at each mask, — harlequin, ape, bulbous-headed monster, or 
anything that was absurdest, — ^not knowing but that the messenger might 
come, even in such fantastic guise. Or, perhaps, one of those quaint fig- 
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ures, in the stately ruff, the cloak, tunic, and trunk-hose, of three centuries 
ago, might bring him tidings of Hilda, out of that long-past age. At times, 
his disquietude took a hopeful aspect; and he fancied that Hilda might 
come by, her own sweet self, in some shy disguise which the instinct of his 
love would be sure to penetrate. Or, she might be borne past on a trium- 
phal car, like the one just now approaching, its slow-moving wheels en- 
circled and spoked with foliage, and drawn by horses, that were harnessed 
and wreathed with flowers. Being, at best, so far beyond the bounds of 
reasonable conjecture, he might anticipate the wildest event, or find either 
his hopes or fears disappointed in what appeared most probable. 

The old Englishman and his daughters, in the opposite balcony, must 
have seen something unutterably absurd in the sculptor’s deportment, 
poring into this whirlpool of nonsensi^ so earnestly, in quest of what was 
to make his life dark or bright. Earnest people, who try to get a reality out 
of human existence, are necessarily absurd in the view of the revellers and 
masqueraders. At all events, after a ^ood deal of mirth at the expense of 
his melancholy visage, the fair occupants of the balcony favored Kenyon 
with a salvo of confetti, which came ) attling about him like a hail-storm. 
Looking up, instinctively, he was surj prised to see the abbate in the back- 
ground lean forward and give a courteous sign of recognition. 

It was the same old priest with whom he had seen Hilda, at the con- 
fessional; the same with whom he had talked of her disappearance on 
meeting him in the street. 

Yet, whatever might be the reason, Kenyon did not now associate this 
ecclesiastical personage with the idea of Hilda. His eyes lighted on the old 
man, just for an instant, and then returned to the eddying throng of the 
Corso, on his minute scrutiny of which depended, for aught he knew, the 
sole chance of ever finding any trace of her. There was, about this mo- 
ment, a bustle on the other side of the street, the cause of which Kenyon 
did not see, nor exert himself to discover. A small party of soldiers or 
gendarmes appeared to be concerned in it; they were perhaps arresting 
some disorderly character, who, under the influence of an extra flask of 
wine, might have reeled across the mystic limitation of carnival proprie- 
ties. 

The sculptor heard some people near him talking of the incident. 

^^That contadina, in a black mask, was a fine figure of a woman.” 

^'She was not amiss,” replied a female voice; ‘‘but her companion was 
far the handsomer figure of the two. Could they be really a peasant and a 
contadina, do you imagine?” 

“No, no,” said the other. “It is some frolic of the Carnival, carried a 
little too far.” 

This conversation might have excited Kenyon’s interest; only that, 
just as the last words were spoken, he was hit by two missiles, both of a 
kind that were flying abundantly on that gay battle-field. One, we are 
ashamed to say, was a cauliflower, which, flung by a young man from a 
passing carriage, came with a prodigious thump against his shoulder; the 
other was a single rose-bud, so fresh that it seemed that moment gathered. 
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It flew from the opposite balcony, smote gently on his lips, and fell into 
his hand. He looked upward, and beheld the face of his lost Hilda! 

She was dressed in a white domino, and looked pale and bewildered, 
and yet full of tender joy. Moreover, there was a gleam of delicate mirth- 
fulness in her eyes, which the sculptor had seen there only two or three 
times, in the course of their acquaintance, but thought it the most be- 
witching and fairy-like of all Hilda’s expressions. That soft, mirthful 
smile caused her to melt, as it were, into the wild frolic of the Carnival, 
and become not so strange and alien to the scene, as her unexpected ap- 
parition must otherwise have made her. 

Meanwhile, the venerable Englishman and his daughters were staring 
at poor Hilda in a way that proved them altogether astonished, as well as 
inexpressibly shocked, by her sudden intrusion into their private bal- 
,cony. They looked, — as, indeed, English people of respectability would, 
if an angel were to alight in their circle, without due introduction from 
-somebody whom they knew, in the court above, — they looked as if an un- 
pardonable liberty had been taken, and a suitable apology must be made; 
after which, the intruder would be expected to withdraw. 

The abbate, however, drew the old gentleman aside, and whispered a 
few words that served to mollify him; he bestowed on Hilda a sufficiently 
benignant, though still a perplexed and questioning regard, and invited 
her, in dumb-show, to put herself at her ease. 

But, whoever was in fault, our shy and gentle Hilda had dreamed of 
tio intrusion. Whence she had come, or where she had been hidden, dur- 
ing this mysterious interval, we can but imperfectly surmise, and do not 
mean, at present, to make it a matter of formal explanation with the 
reader. It is better, perhaps, to fancy that she had been snatched away to 
a land of picture; that she had been straying with Claude in the golden 
light which he used to shed over his landscapes, but which he could never 
have beheld with his waking eyes till he awoke in the better clime. We 
will imagine that, for the sake of the true simplicity with which she loved 
them, Hilda had been permitted, for a season, to converse with the grea\ 
departed masters of the pencil, and behold the diviner >vorks which they 
have painted in heavenly colors. Guido had shown her another portrait of 
Beatrice Cenci, done from the celestial life, in which that forlorn mys- 
tery of the earthly countenance was exchanged for a radiant joy. Peru- 
gino had allowed her a glimpse at his easel, on which she discerned what 
seemed a woman’s face, but so divine, by the very depth and softness of 
its womanhood, that a gush of happy tears blinded the maiden’s eyes be- 
fore she had time to look. Raphael had taken Hilda by the hand, — that 
fine, forcible hand which Kenyon sculptured, — and drawn aside the cur- 
,tain of gold-fringed cloud that hung before his latest masterpiece. On 
earth, Raphael painted the Transfiguration. What higher scene may he 
have since depicted, not from imagination, but as revealed to his actual 
sight! 

Neither will we retrace the steps by which she returned to the actual 
’world. For the present, be it enough to say that Hilda had been sum- 
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moned forth from a secret place, and led we know not thn »ugh what mys- 
terious passages, to a point where the tumult of life burst suddenly upon 
her ears. She heard the tramp of footsteps, the rattle of wheels, and the 
mingled hum of a multitude of voices, with strains of inusic and loud 
laughter breaking through. Emerging into a great, gloomy hall, a curtain 
was drawn aside ; she found herself gently propelled into an open balcony, 
whence she looked out upon the festal street, with gay tapestries flaunting 
over all the palace fronts, the windows thronged with merry faces, and a 
crowd of maskers rioting upon the pavement below. 

Immediately, she seemed to become a portion of the scene. Her pale, 
large-eyed, fragile beauty, her wondering aspect and bewildered grace, 
attracted the gaze of many; and there fell around her a shower of bou- 
quets, and bonbons — freshest blossoms and sweetest sugar-plums, sweets 
to the sweet — such as the revellers of the Carnival reserve as tributes to 
especial loveliness. Hilda pressed her hand across her brow; she let her 
eyelids fall, and, lifting them again, looked through the grotesque ana 
gorgeous show, the chaos of mad jollil /, in quest of some object by which 
she might assure herself that the whole spectacle was not an illusion. 

Beneath the balcony, she recognizee a familiar and fondly remembered 
face. The spirit of the hour and the sc ene exercised its influence over her 
quick and sensitive nature; she caught up one of the rose-buds that had 
been si owered upon her, and aimed it at the sculptor. It hit the mark; he 
turned his sad eyes upward, and there was Hilda, in whose gentle presence 
his own secret sorrow and the obtrusive uproar of the Carnival alike died 
away from his perception. 

That night, the lamp beneath the Virgin’s shrine burned as brightly aj 
if it had never been extinguished; and though the one faithful dove hao 
gone to her melancholy perch, she greeted Hilda rapturously the nex’ 
morning, and summoned her less constant companions, whithersoever 
they had flown, to renew their homage. 


CHAPTER L 

Miriam, Hild.\, Kenyon, Donatello 

The gentle reader, we trust, would not thank us for one of those minute 
elucidations, which are so tedious, and, after all, so unsatisfactory, in 
clearing up the romantic mysteries of a story. He is too wise to insist upon 
looking closHy at the wrong side of the tapestry, after the right one has 
been sufficiently displayed to him, woven with the best of the artist's skill, 
and cunningly arranged with a view to the harmonious exhibition of its 
colors. If any brilliant, or beautiful, or even tolerable effect have been 
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produced, this pattern of kindly readers will accept it at its worth, with- 
out tearing its web apart, with the idle purpose of discovering how the 
threads have been knit together; for the sagacity by which he is dis- 
tinguished will long ago have taught him that any, narx9ttixeMoi.hmnan 
action and adventure— whether to 

foTbe a fragile handiwork, more easily rent thiui mended. The actual ex- 
|)grfence df even Jhe most ordinary life is full of events that never explain 
5 iemg^lVjgg,d ithe r as regards their origin or their tendency: 

It would be easy, from conversations which we have held with the 
'Sculptor, to suggest a clew to the mystery of Hilda’s disappearance; al- 
though, as long as she remained in Italy, there was a remarkable reserve 
in her communications upon this subject, even to her most intimate 
friends. Either a pledge of secrecy had been exacted, or a prudential mo- 
tive warned her not to reveal the stratagems of a religious body, or the 
secret acts of a despotic government — ^whichever might be responsible in 
the present instance — ^while still within the scope of their jurisdiction, 
^Possibly, she might not herself be fully aware what power had laid its 
[^^p upon her person. What has chiefly perplexed us, however, among 
mida’s adventures, isjt^^jnode of her release, in which some inscrutable 
t3Tanny or other seemed to take part in the frolic of the Carnival. We 
can only account for it, by supposing that the fitful and fantastic imagina- 
tion of a woman — sportive, because she must otherwise be desperate — 
had arranged this incident, and made it the condition of a step which her 
conscience, or the conscience of another, required her to take. 

A few days after Hilda’s reappearance, she and the sculptor were stray- 
ing together through the streets of Rome. Being deep in talk, it so hap- 
pened that they found themselves near the majestic, pillared portico, and 
huge, black rotundity of the Pantheon. It stands almost at the central 
point of the labyrinthine intricacies of the modern city, and often pre- 
sents itself before the bewildered stranger, when he is in search of other 
objects. Hilda, looking up, proposed that they should enter. 

“I never pass it without going in,” she said, “to pay my homage at the 
tomb of Raphael.” 

“Nor I,” said Kenyon, “without stopping to admire the noblest edifice 
which the barbarism of the early ages, and the more barbarous pontiffs 
and princes of later ones, have spared to us.” 

They went in, accordingly, and stood in the free space of that great 
circle, around which are ranged the arched recesses and stately altars, 
formerly dedicated to heathen gods, but Christianized through twelve 
centuries gone by. The world has nothing else like the Pantheon. So grand 
it is, that the pasteboard statues over the lofty cornice do not disturb the 
effect, any more than the tin crowns and hearts, the dusty artificial flow- 
ers, and all manner of trumpery gewgaws, hanging at the saintly shrines. 
The rust and dinginess that have dimmed the precious marble on the 
walls; the pavement, with its great squares and rounds of porphyry and 
granite, cracked crosswise and in a hundred directions, showing how 
roughly the troublesome ages have trampled here; the gray dome above, 
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with its opening to the sky, as if heaven were looking down into the in- 
terior of this place of worship, left unimpeded for prayers to ascend the 
more freely: all these things make an impression of solemnity, which St. 
Peter^s itself fails to produce. 

think,^^ said the sculptor, “it is to the aperture in the dome — that 
great Eye, gazing heavenward — that the Pantheon owes the peculiarity 
of its effect. It is so heathenish, as it were, — ^so unlike all the snugness of 
our modern civilization! Look, too, at the pavement, directly beneath the 
open space! So much rain has fallen there, in the last two thousand years, 
that it is green with small, fine moss, such as grows over tombstones in a 
damp English churchyard.’’ 

“I like better,” replied Hilda, “to look at the bright, blue sky, roofing 
the edifice where the builders left it open. It is very delightful, in a breezy 
day, to see the masses of white clouc float over the opening, and then the 
sunshine fall through it again, fitfudy, as it does now. Would it be any 
wonder if we were to see angels hovering there, partly in and partly out, 
with genial, heavenly faces, not in ercepting the light, but only trans- 
muting it into beautiful colors? Look at that broad, golden beam — a 
sloping cataract of sunlight — which comes down from the aperture and 
rests upon the shrine, at the right hand of the entrance! ” 

“There is a dusky picture over that altar,” observed the sculptor. “Let 
us go and see if this strong illumination brings out any merit in it.” 

Approaching the shrine, they found the picture little worth looking at, 
but could not forbear smiling, to see that a very plump and comfortable 
tabby-cat — whom we ourselves have often observed haunting the Pan- 
theon — ^had established herself on the altar, in the genial sunbeam, and 
was fast asleep among the holy tapers. Their footsteps disturbing her, she 
awoke, raised herself, and sat blinking in the sun, yet with a certain dig- 
nity and self-possession, as if conscious of representing a saint. 

“I presume,” remarked Kenyon, “that this is the first of the feline race 
that has ever set herself up as an object of worship, in the Pantheon or 
elsewhere, since the days of ancient Egypt. See; there is a peasant from 
the neighboring market, actually kneeling to her! She seems a gracious 
and benignant saint enough.” 

“Do not make me laugh,” said Hilda, reproachfully, “but help me to 
drive the creature away. It distresses me to see that poor man, or any 
human being, directing his prayers so much amiss.” 

“Then, Hilda,” answered the sculptor, more seriously, “the only place 
in the Pantheon for you and me to kneel is on the pavement beneath the 
central aperture. If we pray at a saint’s shrine, we shall give utterance to 
earthly wishes; but if we pray face to face with the Deity, we shall feel it 
impious to petition for aught that is narrow and selfish. Methinks, it is 
thisjhatjgo the Catholics so delight in the worship^of saints; they 
can bring up^alUheiriittl^ worldly wants and whims, their individualities 

aiilTuma^ not "as tWngs to be repented jc)I^ be hu- 

mored ^ the canonized buhiamly to wKi<ffiJ:hey^r^. Ii^ee^ JtJs^ry 
tempting 1 ” — ■ - 
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What Hilda might have answered must be left to conjecture; for as she 
turned from the shrine, her eyes were attracted to the figure of a female 
penitent, kneeling on the pavement just beneath the great central eye, in 
the very spot which Kenyon had designated as the only one whence pray- 
ers should ascend. The upturned face was invisible, behind a veil or mask, 
which formed a part of the garb. 

“It cannot be! ” whispered Hilda, with emotion. “No; it cannot be! ’’ 

“What disturbs you?’^ asked Kenyon. “Why do you tremble so?’’ 

“If it were possible,” she replied, “I should fancy that kneeling figure 
to be Miriam!” 

“As you say, it is impossible,” rejoined the sculptor. “We know too well 
what has befallen both her and Donatello.” 

“Yes ; it is impossible ! ” repeated Hilda. 

Her voice was still tremulous, however, and she seemed unable to with- 
draw her attention from the kneeling figure. Suddenly, and as if the idea 
of Miriam had opened the whole volume of Hilda’s reminiscences, she 
put this question to the sculptor: — 

“Was Donatello really a Faun?” 

“If you had ever studied the pedigree of the far-descended heir of 
Monte Beni, as I did,” answered Kenyon, with an irrepressible smile, 
“you would have retained few doubts on that point. Faun or not, he had 
a genial nature, which, had the rest of mankind been in accordance with 
it, would have made earth a paradise to our poor friend. It seems the 
nipral of his story, that human beings of Donatello’s character, com- 
pounded especially for happiness, have no longer any business on earth, 
6r elseifi^ere. Life has grown so sadly serious, that such men must change 
their nature, or else perish, like the antediluvian creatures, that required, 
as the condition of their existence, a more summer-like atmosphere than 
ours.” 

will not accept your moral! ” replied the hopeful and h^py-natured 
HUda. ' ^ 

“Then here is another; take your choice! ” said the sculptor, remember- 
ing what Miriam had recently suggested, in reference to the same point. 
“He perpetrated a great crime ; and his remorse, gnawing into his soul, has 
awakened it; developing a thousand high capabilities, moral and intel- 
lectual, which we never should have dreamed of asking for, within the 
scanty compass of the Donatello whom we knew.” 

^ “I know not whether this is so,” said Hilda. “But what then?” 

“Here comes my perplexity,” continued Kenyon. hs^^jeducated 
I^natello, and elevated him. Is sin, then, — ^which we deem such a dread- 
ful blackness in the universe, — ^is it, like sorrow, merely an element of 
I human education, through which we struggle to a higher and pure£sjLate 
than "we could otherwise have attained? Did Adam'T^, th^t^we^iaight^ 
lultimately rise to a far loftier paradise than his?” 

V^J^Dh, hush!” cried Hilda, shrinking from him^with an expression of hor- 
ror which wounded the poor, speculative sculpture to the soul. “This is 
terrible; and I could weep for you, if you indeed believe it. Do not you 
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perceive what a mockery your creed makes, not only of all religious senti- 
ments, but of moral law? and how it annuls and obliterates whatever pre- 
cepts of Heaven are written deepest within us? You have shocked me be- 
yond words!” 

‘Torgive me, Hilda! ” exclaimed the sculptor, startled by her agitation ; 
‘‘I never did believe it! But the mind wanders wild and wide; and, so 
ionely as I live and work, I have neither pole-star above nor light of cot- 
tage-windows here below, to bring me home. Were you my guide, my 
counsellor, my inmost friend, with that white wisdom which clothes you 
as a celestial garment, all would go well. O Hilda, guide me home! ” 

“We are both lonely; both far from home! ” said Hilda, her eyes filling 
with tears. “I am a poor, weak girl, and have no such wisdom as you 
fancy in me.” 

What further may have passed between these lovers, while standing 
before the pillared shrine, and the narble Madonna that marks RaphaeFs 
tomb, whither they had now wandeied, we are unable to record. But when 
the kneeling figure beneath the oper eye of the Pantheon arose, she looked 
towards the pair, and extended her hands with a gesture of benediction. 
Then they knew that it was Miriair*. They suffered her to glide out of the 
portal, however, without a greeting for those extended hands, even while 
they blessed, seemed to repel, as if Miriam stood on the other side of a 
fathomless abyss, and warned them from its verge. 

§0 Kenyon won the gentle Hilda s shy affection, and her consent to be 
his bride. Another hand must henceforth trim the lamp before the Vir- 
gin’s shrine; for Hilda was coming down from her old tower, to be her- 
self enshrined and worshipped as a household saint, in the light of her 
husband’s fireside. And, now that life had so much human promise in it, 
they resolved to go back to their own land; because the years, after all, 
have a kind of emptiness, when we spend too many of them on a foreign 
shore. We defer the reality of life, in such cases, until a future moment, 
when we shall again breathe our native air ; but, by and by, there are no 
future moments; or, if we do return, we find that the native air has lost 
its invigorating quality, and that life has shifted its reality to the spot 
where we have deemed ourselves only temporary residents. Thus, between 
two countries, we have none at all, or only that little space of either, in 
which we finally lay down our discontented bones. It is wise, therefore, I0 
come back betimes, or never. 

Before they quitted Rome, a bridal gift was laid on Hilda’s table. It 
was a bracelet, Evidently of great cost, being composed of seven ancient 
Etruscan gems, dug out of seven sepulchres, and each one of them the 
signet of some princely personage, who had lived an immemorial time 
ago. Hilda remembered this precious ornament. It had been Miriam’s; 
and once, with the exuberance of fancy that distinguished her, she had 
amused herself with telling a mythical and magic legend for each gem, 
comprising the imaginary adventures and catastrophe of its former wear- 
er. Thus, the Etruscan bracelet became the connecting bond of a series 
of seven wondrous tales, all of which, as they were dug out of seven sepul- 
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dires, were characterized by a seven-fold sepulchral glocMn; such as Mir- 
iam’s imagination, shadowed by her own misfortunes, was wont to fling 
over its most sportive flights. 

And now, happy as Hilda was, the bracelet brought the tears into her 
eyes, as being, in its entire circle, the s3mibol of as sad a mystery as any 
that Miriam had attached to the separate gems^For, what was Miriam’s 
life to be? And where was Donatello? But Hilda Bald a hopeful ^lll^and 
"iaw sunlight on the mountain-tops. 


CONCLUSION 

There comes to the author, from many readers of the foregoing pages, a 
demand for further elucidations respecting the mysteries of the story. 

He reluctantly avails himself of the opportunity afforded by a new edi- 
tion, to explain such incidents and passages as may have been left too 
mudbi in the dark; reluctantly, he repeats, because the necessity makes 
him sensible that he can have succeeded but imperfectly, at best, in 
throwing about this Romance the kind of atmosphere essential to the ef- 
fect at which he aimed. 

He designed the story and the characters to bear, of course, a CBftam^ 
relation to human nature and human life, but still to be so artfully and 
airily removed from our mundane sphere, that some laws and proprieties 
of their own should be implicitly and insensibly acknowledged. 

The idea of the modern Faun, for example, loses all the poetry^Tt^ 
beauty which the Author fancied in it, and becomes nothing better than 
a grotesque absurdity, if we bring it into the actual light of day. He had 
hoped to mystify this anomalous creature between the Real and the Fan- 
tastic, in such a manner that the reader’s sympathies might be excited to 
a certain pleasurable degree, without impelling him to ask how Cuvier 
would have classified poor Donatello, or to insist upon being told, in so 
many words, whether he had furry ears or no. As respects all who ask such 
questions, the book is, to that extent, a failure. 

Nevertheless, the Author fortunately has it in his power to throw light 
upon several matters in which some of his readers appear to feel an in- 
terest. To confess the truth, he was himself troubled with a curiosity 
similar to that which he has just deprecated on the part of his readers, 
and once took occasion to cross-examine his friends, Hilda and the sculp- 
tor, and to^g^ into several dark recesses of the sto^ with which they 
had heretofore imperfectly acquairiled Bun.' 

We three had climbed to the top of St. Peter’s, and were looking down 
i^>on the Rome we were soon to leave, but which (having already sinned 
sufficiently in that way) it is not my purpose further to describe. It oc- 
curred to me, that, being so remote in the upper air, my friends might 
safely utter, here, the secrets which it would be perilous even to whisper 
m lower earth. 

^‘Hilda,” I began., “can you tell me the contents of that mysterious 
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packet which Miriam intrusted to your charge, and which was addressed 
to Signore Luca Barboni, at the Palazzo Cenci?” 

“I never had any further knowledge of it,^^ replied Hilda, “nor felt it 
right to let myself be curious upon the subject.” 

“As to its precise contents,” interposed Kenyon, “it is impossible to 
speak. But Miriam, isolated as she seemed, had family connections in 
Rome, one of whom, there is reason to believe, occupied a position in thg 
papal government. 

“This Signore Luca Barboni was either the assumed name of the per- 
sonage in question, or the medium of communication between that in- 
dividual and Miriam. Now, under such a government as that of Rome, it 
is obvious that Miriam^s privacy and isolated life could only be main- 
tained through the connivance ano support of some influential person 
connected with the administration of affairs. Free and self-controlled as 
she appeared, her every movement was watched and investigated far 
more thoroughly by the priestly rulers than by her dearest friends. 

“Miriam, if I mistake not, had a i)urpose to withdraw herself from this 
irksome scrutiny, and to seek real obscurity in another land; and the 
packet, to be delivered long after ht r departure, contained a reference to 
this design, besides certain family documents, which were to be imparted 
to her relative as from one dead and gone.” 

“Yes, it is clear as a London fog,” I remarked. “On this head no fur- 
ther elucidation can be desired. But when Hilda went quietly to deliver 
the packet, why did she so mysteriously vanish?” 

“You must recollect,” replied Kenyon, with a glance of friendly com- 
miseration at my obtuseness, “that Miriam had utterly disappeared, 
leaving no trace by which her whereabouts could be known. In the mean- 
time, the municipal authorities had become aware of the murder of the 
Capuchin ; and from many preceding circumstances, such as his persecu- 
tion of Miriam, they must have seen an obvious connection between her- 
self and that tragical event. Furthermore, there is reason to believe that 
Miriam was suspected of connection with some plot, or political intrigue, 
of which there may have been tokens in the packet. And when Hilda ap- 
peared, as the bearer of this missive, it was really quite a matter of course; 
under a despotic government, that she should be detained.” 

“Ah, quite a matter of course, as you say,” answered I. “How excessive- 
ly stupid in me not to have seen it sooner! But there are other riddles. On 
the night of the extinction of the lamp, you met Donatello, in a penitent’s 
garb, and afterwards saw and spoke to Miriam, in a coach, with a gem 
glowing on her bosom. What was the business of Uiese two guilty ones in 
Rome, and who was Miriam’s companion?” 

“Who!” repeated Kenyon, “why her official relative, to be sure; and as 
to their business, Donatello’s still gnawing remorse had brought him 
hitherward, in spite of Miriam’s entreaties, and kept him lingering in the 
neighborhood of Rome, with the ultimate purpose of delivering himself 
up to justice. Hilda’s disappearance, which took place the day before, 
v:as known to them through a secret channel, and had brought them into 
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the city, where Miriam, as I surmise, began to make arrangements, even 
then, for that sad frolic of the Carniv^.” 

‘^And where was Hilda all that dreary time between?” inquired I. 

‘^Where were you, Hilda?” asked Kenyon, smiling. 

Hilda threw her eyes on all sides, and seeing that there was not even a 
bird of the air to fly away with the secret, nor any human being nearer 
than the loiterers by the obelisk, in the piazza below, she told us about 
her mysterious abode. 

‘‘I was a prisoner in the Convent of the Sacre Coeur, in the Trinita de’ 
Monte,” said she, “but in such kindly custody of pious maidens, and 
watched over by such a dear old priest, that — had it not been for one or 
two disturbing recollections, and also because I am a daughter of the 
Puritans — I could willingly have dwelt there forever. 

“My entanglement with Miriam^s misfortunes, and the good abbate^s 
mistaken hope of a proselyte, seem to me a sufficient clew to the whole 
mystery.” 

“The atmosphere is getting, delightfully lucid,” observed I, “but there 
are one or two things that still puzzle me. Could you tell me — and it shall 
be kept a profound secret, I assure you — what were Miriam^s real name 
and rank, and precisely the nature of the troubles that led to all those 
direful consequences?” 

“Is it possible that you need an answer to those questions?” exclaimed 
Kenyon, with an aspect of vast surprise. “Have you not even surmised 
Miriam’s name? Think awhile, and you will assuredly remember it. If 
not, I congratulate you most sincerely; for it indicates that your feelings 
have never been harrowed by one of the most dreadful and mysterious 
events that have occurred within the present century! ” 

“Well,” resumed I, after an interval of deep consideration, “I have but 
few things more to ask. Where, at this moment, is Donatello?” 

“The Castle of Saint Angelo,” said Kenyon, sadly, turning his face to- 
wards that sepulchral fortress, ‘“is no longer a prison; but there are others 
which have dungeons as deep, and in one of them, I fear, lies our poor 
Faun.” 

“And why, then, is Miriam at large?” I asked. 

“Call it cruelty if you like, not mercy,” answered Kenyon. “But, after 
all, her crime lay merely in a glance. She did no murder! ” 

“Only one question more,” said I, with intense earnestness. “Did Dona- 
tello’s ears resemble those of the Faun of Praxiteles?” 

“I know, but may not tell,” replied Kenyon, smiling mysteriously. “On 
that point, at all events, there shall be not one word of e^l^ation.” 

Leamington, March 14, i860. 



FROM twicf:-told tale 




THE GRAY CHAMPION 


There was once a time when New England groaned under the actual 
pressure of heavier wrongs than those threatened ones which brought on 
the Revolution. James II., the bigoted successor of Charles the Voluptu- 
ous, had annulled the charters of all the colonies, and sent a harsh and 
unprincipled soldier to take away our liberties and endanger our religion. 
The administration of Sir Edmund Andros lacked scarcely a single char- 
acteristic of tyranny: a Governor and Council, holding office from the 
King, and wholly independent of the country; laws made and taxes lev- 
ied without concurrence of the people immediate or by their representa- 
tives; the rights of private citizens violated, and the titles of all landed 
property declared void; the voice o complaint stifled by restrictions on 
the press; and, finally, disaffection overawed by the first band of mer- 
cenary troops that ever marched on our free soil. For two years our an- 
cestors were kept in sullen submission by that filial love which had in- 
variably secured their allegiance to the mother country, whether its head 
chanced to be a Parliament, Protector, or Popish Monarcli. Till these evil 
times, however, such allegiance had been merely nominal, and the colon- 
ists had ruled themselves, enjoying far more freedom than is even yet the 
privilege of the native subjects of Great Britain. 

At length a rumor reached our shores that the Prince of Orange had 
ventured on an enterprise, the success of which would be the triumph of 
civil and religious rights and the salvation of New England. It was but 
a doubtful whisper: it might be false, or the attempt might fail; and, in 
either case, the man that stirred against King James would lose his head. 
Still the intelligence produced a marked effect. The people smiled mys- 
teriously in the streets, and threw bold glances at their oppressors; while 
far and wide there was a subdued and silent agitation, as if the slightest 
signal would rouse the whole land from its sluggish despondency. Aware 
of their danger, the rulers resolved to avert it by an imposing display of 
strength, and perhaps to confirm their despotism by yet harsher measures. 
One afternoon in April, 1689, Sir Edmund Andros and his favorite coun- 
cillors, being warm with wine, assembled the red-coats of the Governor’s 
Guard, and made their appearance in the streets of Boston. The sun was 
near setting when the march commenced. 

The roll of the drum at that unquiet crisis seemed to go through the 
streets, less as the martial music of the soldiers, than as a muster-caJl to 
the inhabitants themselves. A multitude, by various avenues, assembled 
in King Street, which was destined to be the scene, nearly a century 
afterwards, of another encounter between the troops of Britain, and a 
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people struggling against her tyranny. Though more than sixty years had 
elapsed since the pilgrims came, this crowd of their descendants still 
showed the strong and sombre features of their character perhaps more 
strikingly in such a stern emergency than on happier occasions. There 
were the sober garb, the general severity of mien, the gloomy but un- 
dismayed expression, the scriptural forms of speech, and the confidence 
in Heaven^s blessing on a righteous cause, which would have marked a 
band of the original Puritans, when threatened by some peril of the wil- 
derness. Indeed, it was not yet time for the old spirit to be extinct; since 
there were men in the street that day who had worshipped there beneath 
the trees, before a house was reared to the God for whom they had become 
exiles. Old soldiers of the Parliament were here, too, smiling grimly at 
the thought that their aged arms might strike another blow against the 
house of Stuart. Here, also, were the veterans of King Philip’s war, who 
had burned villages and slaughtered young and old, with pious fierceness, 
while the godly souls throughout the land were helping them with prayer. 
Several ministers were scattered among the crowd, which, unlike all other 
mobs, regarded them with such reverence, as if there were sanctity in 
their very garments. These holy men exerted their influence to quiet the 
people, but not to disperse them. Meantime, the purpose of the Governor, 
in disturbing the peace of the town at a period when the slightest com- 
motion might throw the country into a ferment, was almost the universal 
subject of inquiry, and variously explained. 

“Satan will strike his master-stroke presently,” cried some, “because 
he knoweth that his time is short. All our godly pastors are to be dragged 
to prison! We shall see them at a Smithfield fire in King Street!” 

Hereupon the people of each parish gathered closer round their min- 
ister, who looked calmly upwards and assumed a more apostolic dignity, 
as well befitted a candidate for the highest honor of his profession, the 
crown of martyrdom. It was actually fancied, at that period, that New 
England might have a John Rogers of her own to take the place of that 
worthy in the Primer. 

“The Pope of Rome has given orders for a new St. Bartholomew!” 
cried others. “We are to be massacred, man and male child I ” 

Neither was this rumor wholly discredited, although the wiser class be- 
lieved the Governor’s object somewhat less atrocious. His predecessor 
under the old charter, Bradstreet, a venerable companion of the first set- 
tlers, was known to be in town. There were grounds for conjecturing, that 
Sir Edmund Andros intended at once to strike terror by a parade of mili- 
tary force, and to confound the opposite faction by possessing himself of 
their chief. 

“Stand firm for the old charter Governor!” shouted the crowd, seizing 
upon the idea. “The good old Governor Bradstreet! ” 

While this cry was at the loudest, the people were surprised by the 
well-known figure of Governor Bradstreet himself, a patriarch of nearly 
ninety, who appeared on the elevated steps of a door, and, with char- 



THE GRAY CHAMPION S63 

acteristic mildness, besought them to submit to the constituted authori- 
ties. 

children,” concluded this venerable person, ^‘do nothing rashly. 
Cry not aloud, but pray for the welfare of New England, and expect pa- 
tiently what the Lord will do in this matter! ” 

The event was soon to be decided. All this time, the roll of the drum 
had been approaching through Cornhill, louder and deeper, till with re- 
verberations from house to house, and the regular tramp of martial foot- 
steps, it burst into the street. A double rank of soldiers made their ap- 
pearance, occupying the whole breadth of the passage, with shouldered 
matchlocks, and matches burning, so as to present a row of fires in the 
dusk. Their steady march was like Ihe progress of a machine, that would 
roll irresistibly over everything in its way. Next, moving slowly, with a 
confused clatter of hoofs on the pa\ ement, rode a party of mounted gen- 
tlemen, the central figure being Sii Edmund Andros, elderly, but erect 
and soldier-like. Those around him were his favorite councillors, and the 
bitterest foes of New England. At hiS right hand rode Edward Randolph, 
our arch-enemy, that ^^blasted wrefi h,” as Cotton Mather calls him, who 
achieved the downfall of our ancient government, and was followed with 
a sensible curse, through life and to his grave. On the other side was Bul- 
livant, scattering jests and mockery as he rode along. Dudley came be- 
hind, with a downcast look, dreading, as well he might, to meet the in- 
dignant gaze of the people, who beheld him, their only countryman by 
birth, among the oppressors of his native land. The captain of a frigate 
in the harbor, and two or three civil officers under the Crown, were also 
there. But the figure which most attracted the public eye, and stirred up 
the deepest feeling, was the Episcopal clergyman of King’s Chapel, rid- 
ing haughtily among the magistrates in his priestly vestments, the fitting 
representatives of prelacy and persecution, the union of church and state, 
and all those abominations which had driven the Puritans to the wilder- 
ness. Another guard of soldiers, in double rank, brought up the rear. 

The whole scene was a picture of the condition of New England, and 
its moral, the deformity of any government that does not grow out of the 
nature of things and the character of the people. On one side the re- 
ligious multitude, with their sad visages and dark attire, and on the other, 
the group of despotic rulers, with the high churchman in the midst, and 
here and there a crucifix at their bosoms, all magnificently clad, flushed 
with wine, proud of unjust authority, and scoffing at the universal groan. 
And the mercenary soldiers, waiting but the word to deluge the street 
with blood, showed the only means by which obedience could be secured. 

Lord of Hosts,” cried a voice among the crowd, “provide a Cham- 
pion for thy people! ” 

This ejaculation was loudly uttered, and served as a herald’s cry, to 
introduce a remarkable personage. The crowd had rolled back, and were 
now huddled together nearly at the extremity of the street, while the 
soldiers had advanced no more than a third of its length. The intervening 
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Space was empty — a, paved solitude, between lofty edifices, which threw 
almost a twilight shadow over it. Suddenly, there was seen the figure of 
an ancient man, who seemed to have emerged from among the people, and 
was walking by himself along the centre of the street, to confront the 
armed band. He wore the old Puritan dress, a dark cloak and a steeple- 
crowned hat, in the fashion of at least fifty years before, with a hepvy 
sword upon his thigh, but a staff in his hand to assist the tremulous gait 
of age. 

Vi^en at some distance from the multitude, the old man turned slowly 
round, displa5dng a face of antique majesty, rendered doubly venerable 
by the hoary beard that descended on his breast. He made a gesture at 
once of encouragement and warning, then turned again, and resumed his 
way. 

‘Who is this gray patriarch?’^ asked the young men of their sires. 

“Who is this venerable brother asked the old men among themselves. 

But none could make reply. The fathers of the people, those of four- 
score years and upwards, were disturbed, deeming it strange that they 
should forget one of such evident authority, whom they must have known 
in their early days, the associate of Winthrop, and all the old councillors, 
giving laws, and making prayers, and leading them against the savage. 
The elderly men ought to have remembered him, too, with locks as gray 
in their youth, as their own were now. And the young! How could he have 
passed so utterly from their memories — that hoary sire, the relic of long- 
departed times, whose awful benediction had surely been bestowed on 
their uncovered heads, in childhood? 

“Whence did he come? What is his purpose? Who can this old man 
be?” whispered the wondering crowd. 

Meanwhile, the venerable stranger, staff in hand, was pursuing his 
solitary walk along the centre of the street. As he drew near the advancing 
soldiers, and as the roll of their drum came full upon his ears, the old 
man raised himself to a loftier mien, while the decrepitude of age seemed 
to fall from his shoulders, leaving him in gray but unbroken dignity. Now, 
he marched onward with a warrior’s step, keeping time to the military 
music. Thus the aged form advanced on one side, and the whole parade of 
soldiers and magistrates on the other, till, when scarcely twenty yards re- 
mained between, the old man grasped his staff by the middle, and held it 
before him like a leader’s truncheon. 

“Standi” cried he. 

The eye, the face, and attitude of command; the solemn, yet warlike 
peal of that voice, fit either to rule a host in the battle-field or be raised to 
God in prayer, were irresistible. At the old man’s word and outstretched 
arm, the roll of the drum was hushed at once, and the advancing line 
stood still. A tremulous enthusiasm seized upon the multitude. That state- 
ly form, combining the leader and the saint, so gray, so dimly seen, in 
such an ancient garb, could only belong to some old champion of the 
rijKhteous cause, whom the oppressor’s drum had summoned from his 
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grave. They raised a shout of awe and exultation, and looked for the de- 
liverance of New England. 

The Governor, and the gentlemen of his party, perceiving themselves 
brought to an unexpected stand, rode hastily forward, as if they would 
have pressed their snorting and affrighted horses right against the hoary 
apparition. He, however, blenched not a step, but glancing his severe eye 
round the group, which half encompassed him, at last bent it sternly on 
Sir Edmund Andros. One would have thought that the dark old man was 
chief ruler tliere, and that the Governor and Council, with soldiers at their 
back, representing the whole power and authority of the Crown, had no 
alternative but obedience. 

^What does this old fellow here*'"’’ cried Edward Randolph, fiercely. 
^^On, Sir Edmund! Bid the soldiers torward, and give the dotard the same 
choice that you give all his countrymen — to stand aside or be trampled 
on!” 

“Nay, nay, let us show respect tc the good grandsire,” said Bullivant, 
laughing. “See you not, he is some old round-headed dignitary, who hath 
lain asleep these thirty years, and kaows nothing of the change of times? 
Doubtless, he thinks to put us down with a proclamation in Old NolFs 
name!” 

“Are you mad, old man?” demanded Sir Edmund Andros, in loud and 
harsh tones. “How dare you stay the march of King James’s Governor?” 

“I have stayed the march of a King himself, ere now,” replied the gray 
figure, with stem composure. “I am here. Sir Governor, because the cry 
of an oppressed people hath disturbed me in my secret place; and be- 
seeching this favor earnestly of the Lord, it was vouchsafed me to appear 
once again on earth, in the good old cause of his saints. And what speak 
ye of James? There is no longer a Popish tyrant on the throne of Eng- 
land, and by to-morrow noon, his name shall be a byword in this very 
street, where ye would make it a word of terror. Back, thou wast a Gover- 
nor, back! With this night thy power is ended — to-morrow, the prison! — 
back, lest I foretell the scaffold! ” 

The people had been drawing nearer and nearer, and drinking in the 
words of their champion, who spoke in accents long disused, like one un- 
accustomed to converse, except with the dead of many years ago. But his 
voice stirred their souls. They confronted the soldiers, not wholly with- 
out arms, and ready to convert the very stones of the street into deadly 
weapons. Sir Edmund Andros looked at the old man; then he cast his 
hard and cruel eye over the multitude, and beheld them burning with that 
lurid wrath, so difficult to kindle or to quench; and again he fixed his gaze 
on the aged form, which stood obscurely in an open space, where neither 
friend nor foe had thrust himself. What were his thoughts, he uttered no 
word which might discover. But whether the oppressor were overawed by 
the Gray Champion’s look, or perceived his peril in the threatening attt' 
tude of the people, it is certain that he gave back, and ordered his soldiers 
to commence a slow and guarded retreat. Before another sunset, the 
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Governor, and all that rode so proudly with him, were prisoners, and long 
ere it was known that James had abdicated, King William was proclaimed 
throughout New England. 

But where was the Gray Champion? Some reported that, when the 
troops had gone from King Street, and the people were thronging tumul- 
tuously in their rear, Bradstreet, the aged Governor, was seen to embrace 
a form more aged than his own. Others soberly affirmed, that while they 
marvelled at the venerable grandeur of his aspect, the old man had faded 
from their eyes, melting slowly into the hues of twilight, till, where he 
stood, there was an empty space. But all agreed that the hoary shape was 
gone. The men of that generation watched for his reappearance, in sun- 
shine and in twilight, but never saw him more, nor knew when his funeral 
passed, nor where his gravestone was. 

And who was the Gray Champion? Perhaps his name might be found in 
the records of that stern Court of Justice, which passed a sentence, too 
mighty for the age, but glorious in all after-times, for its humbling lesson 
to the monarch and its high example to the subject. I have heard, that 
whenever the descendants of the Puritans are to show the spirit of their 
sires, the old man appears again. When eighty years had passed, he 
walked once more in King Street. Five years later, in the twilight of an 
April morning, he stood on the green, beside the meeting-house, at Lex- 
ington, where now the obelisk of granite, with a slab of slate Inlaid, com- 
memorates the first fallen of the Revolution. And when our fathers were 
toiling at the breastwork on Bunker’s Hill, all through that night the old 
warrior walked his rounds. Long, long may it be, ere he comes again! His 
hour is one of darkness, and adversity, and peril. But should domestic 
tyranny oppress us, or the invader’s step pollute our soil, still may the 
Gray Champion come, for he is the type of New England’s hereditary 
spirit; and his shadowy march, on the eve of danger, must ever be the 
pledge, that New England’s sons will vindicate their ancestry. 


THE WEDDING KNELL 


There is a certain church in the city of New York which I have always 
regarded with peculiar interest, on account of a marriage there solem- 
nized, under very singular circumstances, in my grandmother’s girlhood. 
That venerable lady chanced to be a spectator of the scene, and ever after 
made it her favorite narrative. Whether the edifice now standing on the 
same site be the identical one to which she referred, I am not antiquarian 
enough to know; nor would it be worth while to correct myself, perhaps, 
of an agreeable error, by reading the date of its erection on the tablet over 
the door. It is a stately church, surrounded by an inclosure of the loveliest 
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green, within which appear urns, pillars, obelisks, and other forms of 
monumental marble, the tributes of private affection, or more splendid 
memorials of historic dust. With such a place, though the tumult of the 
city rolls beneath its tower, one would be willing to connect some legend' 
ary interest. 

The marriage might be considered as the result of an early engagement, 
though there had been two intermediate weddings on the lady's part, and 
forty years of celibacy on that of the gentleman. At sixty-five, Mr. Ellen- 
wood was a shy, but not quite a secluded man; selfish, like all men who 
brood over their own hearts, yet manifesting on rare occasions a vein of 
generous sentiment; a scholar throughout life, though always an indolent 
one, because his studies had no definite object, either of public advantage 
or personal ambition; a gentleman, high bred and fastidiously delicate, 
yet sometimes requiring a considerable relaxation, in his behalf of the 
common rules of society. In truth, here were so many anomalies in his 
character, and though shrinking wit a diseased sensibility from public no- 
tice, it had been his fatality so of tea to become the topic of the day, by 
some wild eccentricity of conduct, tliat people searched his lineage for an 
hereditary taint of insanity. But thtTe was no need of this. His caprices 
had their origin in a mind that lacked the support of an engrossing pur- 
pose, and in feelings that preyed upon themselves for want of other food. 
If he were mad, it was the consequence, and not the cause, of an aimless 
and abortive life. 

The widow was as complete a contrast to her third bridegroom, in 
everything but age, as can well be conceived. Compelled to relinquish her 
first engagement, she had been united to a man of twice her own years, to 
whom she became an exemplary wife, and by whose death she was left in 
possession of a splendid fortune. A southern gentleman, considerably 
younger than herself, succeeded to her hand, and carried her to Charles- 
ton, where, after many uncomfortable years, she found herself again a 
widow. It would have been singular, if any uncommon delicacy of feeling 
had survived through such a life as Mrs. Dabney's ; it could not but be 
crushed and killed by her early disappointment, the cold duty of her first 
marriage, the dislocation of the heart's principles, consequent on a second 
union, and the unkindness of her southern husband, which had inevitabl}! 
driven her to connect the idea of his death with that of her comfort. To be 
brief, she was that wisest, but unloveliest, variety of woman, a philoso- 
pher, bearing troubles of the heart with equanimity, dispensing with all 
that should have been her happiness, and making the best of what re- 
mained. Sage in most matters, the widow was perhaps the more amiable 
for the one frailty that made her ridiculous. Being childless, she could not 
remain beautiful by proxy, in the person of a daughter; she therefore re- 
fused to grow old and ugly, on any consideration; she struggled with 
Time, and held fast her roses in spite of him, till the venerable thief ap- 
peared to have relinquished the spoil, as not worth the trouble of acquir- 
ing it. 

The approaching marriage of this woman of the world with such an un- 
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worldly man as Mr. Ellenwood was announced soon after Mrs. Dabney’s 
return to her native city. Superficial observers, and deeper ones, seemed 
to concur in supposing that the lady must have borne no inactive part in 
arranging the affair; there were considerations of expediency which she 
would be far more likely to appreciate than Mr. Ellenwood; and there 
was just the specious phantom of sentiment and romance in this late an- 
ion of two early lovers which sometimes makes a fool of a woman who has 
lost her true feelings among the accidents of life. All the wonder was, how 
the gentleman, with his lack of worldly wisdom and agonizing conscious- 
ness of ridicule, could have been induced to take a measure at once so pru- 
dent and so laughable. But while people talked the wedding-day arrived. 
The ceremony was to be solemnized according to the Episcopalian forms, 
and in open church, with a degree of publicity that attracted many spec- 
tators, who occupied the front seats of the galleries, and the pews near the 
altar and along the broad aisle. It had been arranged, or possibly it was 
the custom of the day, that the parties should proceed separately to 
church. By some accident the bridegroom was a little less punctual than 
the widow and her bridal attendants; with whose arrival, after this ted- 
ious, but necessary preface, the action of our tale may be said to com- 
mence. 

The clumsy wheels of several old-fashioned coaches were heard, and 
the gentlemen and ladies composing the bridal party came through the 
church door with the sudden and gladsome effect of a burst of sunshine. 
The whole group, except the principal figure, was made up of youth and 
gayety. As they streamed up the broad aisle, while the pews and pillars 
seemed to brighten on either side, their steps were as buoyant as if they 
knistook the church for a ball-room, and were ready to dance hand in hand 
lo the altar. So brilliant was the spectacle that few took notice of a sin- 
gular phenomenon that had marked its entrance. At the moment when 
the bride’s foot touched the threshold the bell swung heavily in the tower 
above her, and sent forth its deepest knell. The vibrations died away and 
returned with prolonged solemnity, as she entered the body of the church. 

‘^Good heavens! what an omen,” whispered a young lady to her lover, 
my honor,” replied the gentleman, believe the bell has the good 
taste to toll of its own accord. What has she to do with weddings? If you, 
dearest Julia, were approaching the altar the bell would ring out its mer- 
riest peal. It has only a funeral knell for her.” 

The bride and most of her company had been too much occupied with 
the bustle of entrance to hear the first boding stroke of the bell, or at least 
to reflect on the singularity of such a welcome to the altar. They therefore 
continued to advance with undiminished gayety. The gorgeous dresses of 
the time, the crimson velvet coats, the gold-laced hats, the hoop petti- 
coats, the silk, satin, brocade, and embroidery, the buckles, canes, and 
swords, all displayed to the best advantage on persons suited to such fin- 
ery, made the group appear more like a bright-colored picture than any- 
thing real. But by what perversity of taste had the artist represented his 
principal figure as so wrinkled and decayed, while yet he had decked her 
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out in the brightest splendor of attire, as if the loveliest maiden had sud- 
denly withered into age, and become a moral to the beautiful around her! 
On they went, however, and had glittered along about a third of the aisle, 
when another stroke of the bell seemed to fill the church with a visible 
gloom, dimming and obscuring the bright pageant, till it shone forth 
again as from a mist. 

This time the party wavered, stopped, and huddled closer together, 
while a slight scream was heard from some of the ladies, and a confused 
whispering among the gentlemen. Thus tossing to and fro, they might 
have been fancifully compared to a splendid bunch of flowers, suddeidy 
shaken by a puff of wind, which threatened to scatter the leaves of an old, 
brown, withered rose, on the same stalk with two dewy buds, — such being 
the emblem of the widow betweei her fair young bridemaids. But her 
heroism was admirable. She had started with an irrepressible shudder, aa 
if the stroke of the bell had fallen (drectly on her heart; then, recovering 
herself, while her attendants were v^et in dismay, she took the lead, and 
paced calmly up the aisle. The bell < ontinued to swing, strike, and vibrate, 
with the same doleful regularity as when a corpse is on its way tq, the 
tomb. 

‘^My young friends here have their nerves a little shaken,^’ said the 
widow, with a smile, to the clergyman at the altar. ^^But so many wed- 
dings have been ushered in with the merriest peal of the bells, and yet 
turned out unhappily, that I shall hope for better fortune under such dif- 
ferent auspices.’’ 

^^Madam,” answered the rector, in great perplexity, *^this strange oc- 
currence brings to my mind a marriage sermon of the famous Bishop Tay- 
lor, wherein he mingles so many thoughts of mortality and future woe, 
that, to speak somewhat after his own rich style, he seems to hang the 
bridal chamber in black, and cut the wedding garment out of a coffin pall. 
And it has been the custom of divers nations to infuse something of sad- 
ness into their marriage ceremonies, so to keep death in mind while con- 
tracting that engagement which is life’s chiefest business. Thus we may 
draw a sad but profitable moral from this funeral knell.” 

But, though the clergyman might have given his moral even a keener 
point, he did not fail to dispatch an attendant to inquire into the mystery, 
and stop those sounds, so dismally appropriate to such a marriage. A brief 
space elapsed, during which the silence was broken only by whispers, and 
a few suppressed titterings, among the wedding party and the spectators, 
who, after the first shock, were disposed to draw an ill-natured merriment 
from the affair. The young have less charity for aged follies than the old 
for those of youth. The widow’s glance was observed to wander, for an in- 
stant, towards a window of the church, as if searching for the time-worn 
marble that she had dedicated to her first husband; then her eyelids 
dropped over their faded orbs, and her thoughts were drawn irresistibly to 
another grave. Two buried men, with a voice at her ear, and a cry afar 
off, were calling her to lie down beside them. Perhaps, with momentary 
truth of feeling, she thought how much happier had been her fate, if, after 
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years of bliss, the bell were now tolling for her funeral, and she were fol- 
lowed to the grave by the old affection of her earliest lover, long ner hus- 
band. But why had she returned to him, when their cold hearts shrank 
from each other ^s embrace? 

Still the death-bell tolled so mournfully, that the sunshine seemed to 
fade in the air. A whisper, communicated from those who stood nearest 
the windows, now spread through the church ; a hearse, with a train of 
several coaches, was creeping along the street, conveying some dead man 
to the churchyard, while the bride awaited a living one at the altar. Im- 
mediately after, the footsteps of the bridegroom and his friends were 
heard at the door. The widow looked down the aisle, and clinched the arm 
of one of her bridemaids in her bony hand with such unconscious violence, 
that the fair girl trembled. 

^^You frighten me, my dear madam!’’ cried she. “For Heaven’s sake, 
what is the matter?” 

“Nothing, my dear, nothing,” said the widow; then, whispering close to 
her ear, “There is a foolish fancy that I cannot get rid of. I am expecting 
my bridegroom to come into the church, with my first two husbands for 
groomsmen!” 

“Look, look!” screamed the bridemaid. “What is here? The funeral!” 

As she spoke, a dark procession paced into the church. First came an 
old man and women, like chief mourners at a funeral, attired from 
head to foot in the deepest black, all but their pale features and hoary 
hair; he leaning on a staff, and supporting her decrepit form with his 
nerveless arm. Behind appeared another, and another pair, as aged, as 
black, and mournful as the first. As they drew near, the widow recognized 
in every face some trait of former friends, long forgotten, but now return- 
ing, as if from their old graves, to warn her to prepare a shroud ; or, with 
purpose almost as unwelcome, to exhibit their wrinkles and infirmity, and 
claim her as their companion by the tokens of her own decay. Many a 
men 7 night had she danced with them, in youth. And now, in joyless age, 
she felt that some withered partner should request her hand, and all unite, 
in a dance of death, to the music of the funeral bell. 

While these aged mourners were passing up the aisle, it was observed 
that, from pew to pew, the spectators shuddered with irrepressible awe, as 
some object, hitherto concealed by the intervening figures, came full in 
sight. Many turned away their faces; others kept a fixed and rigid stare; 
and a young girl giggled hysterically, and fainted with the laughter on 
her lips. When the spectral procession approached the altar, each couple 
separated, and slowly diverged, till, in the centre, appeared a form, that 
had been worthily ushered in with all this gloomy pomp, the death knell, 
and the funeral. It was the bridegroom in his shroud ! 

No garb but that of the grave could have befitted such a deathlike as- 
pect; the eyes, indeed, had the wild gleam of a sepulchral lamp; all else 
was fixed in the stern calmness which old men wear in the coffin. The 
corpse stood motionless, but addressed the widow in accents that seemed 
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to melt into the clang of the bell, which fell heavily on the air while he 
spoke. 

^'Come, my bride! said those pale lips, ^Hhe hearse is ready. The sex- 
ton stands waiting for us at the door of the tomb. Let us be married; and 
then to our coffins!’^ 

How shall the widow’s horror be represented? It gave her the ghastli- 
ness of a dead man’s bride. Her youthful friends stood apart, shuddering 
at the mourners, the shrouded bridegroom, and herself ; the whole scene 
expressed, by the strongest imagery, the vain struggle of the gilded vani- 
ties of this world, when opposed to age, infirmity, sorrow, and death. The 
awe-struck silence was first broken ])y the clergyman. 

^^Mr. Ellenwood,” said he, soothmgly, yet with somewhat of authority 
“you are not well. Your mind has been agitated by the unusual circum- 
stances in which you are placed. 1 he ceremony must be deferred. As an 
old friend, let me entreat you to return home.” 

“Home! yes, but not without m3 bride,” answered he, in the same hol- 
low accents. “You deem this mocke y ; perhaps madness. Had I bedizened 
my aged and broken frame with scarlet and embroidery — ^had I forced my 
withered lips to smile at my dead heart — that might have been mockery, 
or madness. But now, let young and old declare, which of us has come 
hither without a wedding garment, (he bridegroom or the bride! ” 

He stepped forward at a ghostly pace, and stood beside the widow, con- 
trasting the awful simplicity of his shroud with the glare and glitter in 
which she had arrayed herself for this unhappy scene. None, that beheld 
them, could deny the terrible strength of the moral which his disordered 
intellect had contrived to draw. 

“Cruel ! cruel ! ” groaned the heart-stricken bride. 

“Cruel!” repeated he; then, losing his deathlike composure in a wild 
bitterness: “Heaven judge which of us has been cruel to the other! In 
youth you deprived me of my happiness, my hopes, my aims; you took 
away all the substance of my life, and made it a dream without reality 
enough even to grieve at — with only a pervading gloom, through which I 
walked wearily, and cared not whither. But after forty years, when I have 
built my tomb, and would not give up the thought of resting there — no, 
not for such a life as we once pictured — ^you call me to the altar. At your 
summons I am here. But other husbands have enjoyed your youth, your 
beauty, your warmth of heart, and all that could be termed your life. 
What is there for me but your decay and death? And therefore I have 
bidden these funeral friends, and bespoken the sexton’s deepest knell, and 
am come, in my shroud, to wed you, as with a burial service, that we may 
join our hands at the door of the sepulchre, and enter it together.” 

It was not frenzy; it was not merely the drunkenness of strong emo- 
tion, in a heart unused to it, that now wrought upon the bride. The stern 
lesson of the day had done its work; her worldliness was gone. She seized 
the bridegroom’s hand. 

“Yes!” cried she. “Let us wed, even at the door of the sepulchre! My 
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life is gone in vanity and emptiness. But at its close there is one true feel' 
ing. It has made me what I was in youth; it makes me worthy of you. 
Time is no more for both of us. Let us wed for Eternity I 

With a long and deep regard, the bridegroom looked into her eyes, 
while a tear was gathering in his own. How strange that gush of human 
feeling from the frozen bosom of a corpse! He wiped away the tears e'^en 
with his shroud. 

'^Beloved of my youth, said he, have been wild. The despair of my 
whole lifetime had returned at once, and maddened me. Forgive; and be 
forgiven. Yes; it is evening with us now; and we have realized none of our 
morning dreams of happiness. But let us join our hands before the altar, 
as lovers whom adverse circumstances have separated through life, yet 
who meet again as they are leaving it, and find their earthly affection 
changed into something holy as religion. And what is Time, to the mar- 
ried of Eternity?” 

Amid the tears of many, and a swell of exalted sentiment, in those who 
felt aright, was solemnized the union of two immortal souls. The train of 
withered mourners, the hoary bridegroom in his shroud, the pale features 
of the aged bride, and the death-bell tolling through the whole, till its 
deep voice overpowered the marriage words, all marked the funeral of 
earthly hopes. But as the ceremony proceeded, the organ, as if stirred by 
the sympathies of this impressive scene, poured forth an anthem, first 
mingling with the dismal knell, then rising to a loftier strain, till the soul 
looked down upon its woe. And when the awful rite was finished, and with 
cold hand in cold hand, the Married of Eternity withdrew, the organ’s 
peal of solemn triumph drowned the Wedding Knell. 


THE MINISTER’S BLACK VEIL 

A PARABLE ^ 

The sexton stood in the porch of Milford meeting-house, pulling busily at 
the bell-rope. The old people of the village came stooping along the street. 
Children, with bright faces, tripped merrily beside their parents, or mim- 
icked a graver gait, in the conscious dignity of their Sunday clothes. 
Spruce bachelors looked sidelong at the pretty maidens, and fancied that 
the Sabbath sunshine made them prettier than on week days. When the 

* Another clergyman in New England, Mr. Joseph Moody, of York, Maine, who 
died about eighty years since, made himself remarkable by the same eccentricity that 
Is here related of the Reverend Mr. Hooper. In his case, however, the symbol had a 
different import. In early life he had accidentally killed a beloved friend ; and from 
that day till the hour of his own death, he hid his face from men. 



THE MINISTER'S BLACK VEIL ^73 

throng had mostly streamed into the porch, the sexton began to toll the 
bell, keeping his eye on the Reverend Mr. Hooper^s door. The first 
glimpse of the clergyman’s figure was the signal for the bell to cease its 
summons. 

“But what has good Parson Hooper got upon his face?” cried the sex- 
ton in astonishment. 

All within hearing immediately turned about, and beheld the semblance 
of Mr. Hooper, pacing slowly his meditative way towards the meeting- 
house. With one accord they started, expressing more wonder than if 
some strange minister were coming to dust the cushions of Mr. Hooper’s 
pulpit. 

“Are you sure it is our parson?” >nquired Goodman Gray of the sexton, 

“Of a certainty it is good Mr. Hooper,” replied the sexton. “He was to 
have exchanged pulpits with Parson Shute, of Westbury; but. Parson 
Shute sent to excuse himself yesteroay, being to preach a funeral sermon.” 

The cause of so much amazemeot may appear sufficiently slight. Mr. 
Hooper, a gentlemanly person, of ab^'thirty, though still a bachelor, 
was dressed with due clerical neatness, as if a careful wife had starched 
his band, and brushed the weekly dust from his Sunday’s garb. There was 
but one thing remarkable in his appearance. Swathed about his forehead, 
and hanging down over his face, so low as to be shaken by his breath, Mr. 
Hooper had on a black veil. On a nearer view it seemed to consist of two 
folds of crape, which entirely concealed his features, except the mouth 
and chin, but probably did not intercept his sight, further than to give a 
da rkened a spect to all living .and inanimate things. With this gloomy 
shade before him, good Mr. Hooper walked onward, at a slow and quiet 
pace, stooping somewhat, and looking on the ground, as is customary with 
abstracted men, yet nodding kindly to those of his parishioners who still 
waited on the meeting-house steps. But so wonder-struck were they that 
his greeting hardly met with a return. 

“I can’t really feel as if good Mr. Hooper’s face was behind that piece 
of crape,” said the sexton. 

“I don’t like it,” muttered an old woman, as she hobbled into the meet- 
ing-house. “He has changed himself into something awful, only by hiding 
his face.” 

“Our parson has gone mad!” cried Goodman Gray, following him 
across the threshold. 

A rumor of some unaccountable phenomenon had preceded Mr. Hoop- 
er into the meeting-house, and set all the congregation astir. Few could 
refrain from twisting their heads towards the door ; many stood upright, 
and turned directly about ; while several little boys clambered upon the 
seats, and came down again with a terrible racket. There was a general 
bustle, a rustling of the women’s gowns and shuffling of the men’s feet, 
greatly at variance with that hushed repose which should attend the en- 
trance of the minister. But Mr. Hooper appeared not to notice the per- 
turbation of his f)eople. He entered with an almost noiseless step, bent his 
head mildly to pews on each side, and bowed as he passed his oldest 
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parishioner, a white-haired great grandsire, who occupied an arm-chair in 
the centre of the aisle. It was strange to observe how slowly this venerable 
man became conscious of something singular in the appearance of his pas- 
tor. He seemed not fully to partake of the prevailing wonder, till Mr. 
Hooper had ascended the stairs, and showed himself in the pulpit, face to 
face with his congregation, except for the black veil. That mysterious em- 
blem was never once withdrawn. It shook with his measured breath, as he 
gave out the psalm; it threw its obscurity between him and the holy page, 
as he read the Scriptures ; and whUedie j^yed, the veil lay heavily on his 
uplifted countenance. Did he seek to hide it from the dread Being whom 
he was addressing? , 

Such was the effect of this simple piece of crape, that more than one 
woman of delicate nerves was forced to leave the meeting-house. Yet per- 
haps the pale-faced congregation was almost as fearful a sight to the min- 
ister, as his black veil to them. 

Mr. Hooper had the reputation of a good preacher, but not an energetic 
one: he strove to win his people heavenward by mild, persuasive influ- 
ences, rather than to drive them thither by the thunders of the Word. The 
sermon which he now delivered was marked by the same characteristics of 
style and manner as the general series of his pulpit oratory. But there was 
something, either in the sentiment of the discourse itself, or in the imag- 
ination of the auditors, which made it greatly the most powerful effort 
that they had ever heard from their pastor’s lips. It was tinged, rather 
more darkly than usual, with the gentle gloom of Mr. Hooper’s tempera- 
ment. The subject had reference to secret sin, and those sad mysteries 
which we hide from our nearest and dearest, and would fain conceal from ^ 
our own consciousness, even forgetting that the Omniscient can detect 
them. A subtle power was breathed into his words. Each member of the 
congregation, the most innocent girl, and the man of hardened breast, felt 
as if the preacher had crept upon them, behind his awful veil, and discov- 
ered their hoarded iniquity of deed or thought. Many spread their claspjed 
hands on their bosoms. There was nothing terrible in what Mr. Hooper 
said, at least, no violence ; and yet, with every tremor of his melancholy 
voice, the hearers quaked. An unsought pathos came hand in hand with 
awe. So sensible were the audience of some unwonted attribute in their 
minister, that they longed for a breath of wind to blow aside the veil, al- 
most believing that a stranger’s visage would be discovered, though the 
form, gesture, and voice were those of Mr. Hooper^ 

At the close of the services, the people hurried out with indecorous con- 
fusion, eager to communicate their pent-up amazement, and conscious of 
lighter spirits the moment they lost sight of the black veil. Some gathered 
in little circles, huddled closely together, with their mouths all whispering 
in the centre; some went homeward alone, wrapt in silent meditation; 
some talked loudly, and profaned the Sabbath day with ostentatious 
laughter. A few shook their sagacious heads, intimating that they could 
penetrate the m>stery; while one or two affirmed that there was no mys- 
tery at all, but only that Mr. Hooper’s eyes were so weakened by the mid- 
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night lamp, as to require a shade. After a brief interval, forth came good 
Mr. Hooper also, in the rear of his flock. Turning his veiled face from one 
group to another, he paid due reverence to the hoary heads, saluted the 
middle aged with kind dignity as their friend and spiritual guide, greeted 
the young with mingled authority and love, and laid his hands on the little 
children’s heads to bless them. Such was always his custom on the Sab- 
bath day. Strange and bewildered looks repaid him for his courtesy. None^ 
as on former occasions, aspired to the honor of walking by their pastor’s 
side. Old Squire Saunders, doubtless by an accidental lapse of memory, 
neglected to invite Mr. Hooper to his table, where the good clergyman had 
been wont to bless the food, almost every Sunday since his settlement. He 
returned, therefore, to the parsonage, and, at the moment of closing the 
door, was observed to look back ui)on the people, all of whom had their 
eyes fixed upon the minister. A sad smile gleamed faintly from beneath 
the black veil, and flickered about his mouth, glimmering as he disap- 
peared. 

^‘How strange,” said a lady, ‘That a simple black veil, such as any wom- 
an might wear on her bonnet, should become such a terrible thing on Mr. 
Hooper’s face!” 

“Something must surely be amiss with Mr. Hooper’s intellects,” ob- 
served her husband, the physician of the village. “But the strangest part 
of the affair is the effect of this vagary, even on a sober-minded man like 
myself. The black veil, though it covers only our pastor’s face, throws its 
influence over his whole person, and makes him ghostlike from head to 
foot. Do you not feel it so?” 

“Truly do I,” replied the lady; “and I would not be alone with him for 
the world. I wonder he is not afraid to be alone with himself ! ” 

“Men sometimes are so,” said her husband. 

The afternoon service was attended with similar circumstances. At its 
conclusion, the bell tolled for the funeral of a young lady. The relatives 
and friends were assembled in the house, and the more distant acquain- 
tances stood about the door, speaking of the good qualities of the de- 
ceased, when their talk was interrupted by the appearance of Mr. Hoop- 
er, still covered with his black veil. It was now an appropriate emblem. 
The clergyman stepped into the room where the corpse was laid, and bent 
over the coffin, to take a last farewell of his deceased parishioner. As he 
stooped, the veil hung straight down from his forehead, so that, if her eye- 
lids had not been closed forever, the dead maiden might have seen his face. 
Could Mr. Hooper be fearful of her glance, that he so hastily caught back 
the black veil? A person who watched the interview betweeu the dead and , 
living, scrupled not to affirm, that, at the instant when the clergyman’s 
features were disclosed, the corpse had slightly shuddered, rustling the 
shroud and muslin cap, though the countenance retained the composure 
of, deafhV A” supcrstkious old woman was the only witness of this prodigy. 
From the coffin Mr. Hooper passed into the chamber of the mourners, and 
thence to the head of the staircase, to make the funeral prayer. It was a 
tender and heart-dissolving prayer, full of sorrow, yet so imbued with ce- 



^76 the works of HAWTHORNE 

lestial hopes, that the music of a heavenly harp, swept by the fingers of 
the dead, seemed faintly to be heard among the saddest accents of the 
minister. The people trembled, though they but darkly understood him 
when he prayed that they, and himself, and all of mortal race, might be 
ready, as he trusted this young maiden had been, for the dreadful hour 
that should snatch the veil from their faces. The bearers went heavily 
forth, and the mourners followed, saddening all the street, with the dead 
before them, and Mr. Hooper in his black veil behind. 

‘‘Why do you look back?” said one in the procession to his partner, 
j “I had a fancy,” replied she, “that the minister and the maiden’s spirit 
Iwere walkingTiand in hand.” 

“And so had I, at the same moment,” said the other. 

I That night, the handsomest couple in Milford village were to be joined 
in wedlock. Though reckoned a melancholy man, Mr. Hooper had a placid 
cheerfulness for such occasions, which often excited a sympathetic smile 
where livelier merriment would have been thrown away. There was no 
quality of his disposition which made him more beloved than this. The 
company at the wedding awaited his arrival with impatience, trusting that 
the strange awe, which had gathered over him throughout the day, would 
now be dispelled. But such was not the result. When Mr. Hooper came, 
the first thing that their eyes rested on was the same horrible black veil, 
which had added deeper gloom to the funeral, and could portend nothing 
but evil to the wedding. Such was its immediate effect on the guests that a 
doud seemed to have rolled duskily from beneath the black crape, and 
dimmed the light of the candles. The bridal pair stood up before the min- 
ister. But the bride’s cold fingers quivered in the tremulous hand of the 
bridegroom, and her deathlike paleness caused a whisper that the maiden 
who had been buried a few hours before was come from her grave to be 
married. If ever another wedding were so dismal, it was that famous one 
where they tolled the wedding knell. After performing the ceremony, Mr. 
Hooper raised a glass of wine to his lips, wishing happiness to the new^ 
married couple in a strain of mild pleasantry that ought to have bright- 
ened the features of the guests, like a cheerful gleam from the hearth. 
At that instant, catching a glimpse of his figure in the looking-glass, the 
black veil involved his own spirit in the horror with which it overwhelmed 
all others. His frame shuddered, his lips grew white, he spilt the untasted 
wine upon the carpet, and rushed forth into the darkness. For the Earth, 
too, had on her Black Veil. 

The next day, the whole village of Milford talked of little else than 
Parson Hooper’s black veil. That, and the mystery concealed beind it, 
supplied a topic for discussion between acquaintances meeting in the 
street, and good women gossiping at their open windows. It was the first 
item of news that the tavern-keeper told to his guests. The children bab- 
bled of it on their way to school. One imitative little imp covered his face 
with an old black handkerchief, thereby so affrighting his playmates that 
the panic seized himself, and he well-nigh lost his wits by his own wag- 
gery. 
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It was remarkable that all of tl^e busybodies and impertinent p^ple in 
the parish, not one venttired to put the plain question 
wherefore he did this thing. Hitherto, whenever there' appeared the slight- 
est cSlTfor such interference, he had never lacked advisers, nor shown 
himself averse to be guided by their judgment. If he erred at all, it was by 
so painful a degree of self-distrust, that even the mildest censure would 
lead him to consider an indifferent action as a crime. Yet, though so well 
acquainted with this amiable weakness, no individual among his parish- 
ioners chose to make the black veil a subject of friendly remonstrance^' 
There was a feeling of dread, neither plainly confessed nor carefully con- 
cealed, which caused each to shift the responsibility upon another, till at 
length it was found expedient to send a deputation of the church, in order 
to deal with Mr. Hooper about the mystery, before it should grow into a 
scandal. Never did an embassy so ih discharge its duties. The minister re- 
ceived then with friendly courtesy, but became silent, after they were 
seated, leaving to his visitors the whole burden of introducing their im- 
portant business. The topic, it might be supposed, was obvious enough. 
There was the black veil swathed rc und Mr. Hooper’s forehead, and con- 
cealing every feature above his placid mouth, on which, at times, they 
could perceive the glimmering of a melancholy smile. But that piece of 
crape, to their imagination, seemed to hang down before his heart, the 
symbol of a fearful secret between him and them. Were the veil but (^ast 
aside, they might speakTreely of it, but not till then. Thus they sat a con- 
siderable time, speechless, confused, and shrinking uneasily from Mr. 
Hooper’s eye, which they felt to be fixed upon them with an invisible 
glance. Finally, the deputies returned abashed to their constituents, pro- 
nouncing the matter too weighty to be handled, except by a council of the 
churches, if, indeed, it might not require a general synod. 

But there was one person in the village unappalled by the awe with 
which the black veil had impressed all beside herself. When the deputies 
returned without an explanation, or even venturing to demand one, she, 
with the calm energy of her character, determined to chase away the 
strange cloud that appeared to be settling round Mr. Hooper, every mo- 
ment more darkly than before. As his plighted wife, it should be her priv- 
ilege to know what the black veil concealed. At the minister’s first visit, 
therefore, she entered upon the subject with a direct simplicity, which 
made the task easier both for him and her. After he had seated himself, 
she fixed her eyes steadfastly upon the veil, but could discern nothing of 
the dreadful gloom that had so overawed the multitude: it was but a dou- 
ble fold of crape, hanging down from his forehead to his mouth, and 
slightly stirring with his breath. 

“No,” said she aloud, and smiling, “there is nothing terrible in this 
piece of crape, except that it hides a face which I am always glad to look 
upon. Come, good sir, let the sun shine from behind the cloud. First lay 
aside your black veil : then tell me why you put it on.” 

Mr. Hooper’s smile glimmered faintly. 

“There is an hour to come,” said he, “when all of us shall cast aside our 
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veils. Take it not amiss, beloved friend, if I wear this piece of crape till 
then/’ 

“Your words are a mystery, too,” returned the young lady. “Tak« 
away the veil from them, at least.” 

“Elizabeth, I will,” said he, “so far as my vow may suffer me. Know, 
then, this veil is a type and a symbol, and I am bound to wear it ever, both 
^in light and darkness, in solitude and before the gaze of multitudes, and 
I as with strangers, so with my familiar friends. No mortal eye will see it 
withdrawn. This dismal shade must separate me from the world: even 
you, Elizabeth, can never come behind it! ” 

“What grievous affliction hath befallen you,” she earnestly inquired, 
“that you should thus darken your eyes forever?” 

“If it be a sign of mourning,” replied Mr. Hooper, “I, perhaps, like 
most other mortals, have sorrows dark enough to be typified by a black 
veil.” 

“But what if the world will not believe that it is the type of an innocent 
sorrow?” urged Elizabeth. “Beloved and respected as you are, there may 
be whispers that you hide your face under the consciousness of secret sin. 
For the sake of your holy office, do away this scandal 1 ” 

The color rose into her cheeks as she intimated the nature of the rumors 
that were already abroad in the village. But Mr. Hooper’s mildness did 
not forsake him. He even smiled again — that same sad smile, which al- 
ways appeared like a faint glimmering of light, proceeding from the ob- 
scurity beneath the veil. 

“If I hide my face for sorrow, there is cause enough,” he merely re- 
plied; “and if I cover it for secret sin, what mortal might not do the 
same?” 

And with this gentle, but unconquerable obstinacy did he resist ail her 
entreaties. At length Elizabeth sat silent. For a few moments she appeared 
lost in thought, considering, probably, what new methods might be tried 
to withdraw her lover from so dark a fantasy, which, if it had no other 
meaning, was perhaps a symptom of mental disease. Though of a firmer 
cliaracter than his own, the tears rolled down her cheeks. But, in an in- 
stant, as it were, a new feeling took the place of sorrow: her eyes were 
fixed insensibly on the black veil, when, like a sudden twilight in the air, 
its terrors fell around her. She arose, and stood trembling before him. 

“And do you feel it then, at last?” said he mournfully. 

She made no reply, but covered her eyes with her hand, and turned to 
leave the room. He rushed forward and caught her arm. 

“Have patience with me, Elizabeth!” cried he, passionately. “Do not 
desert me, though this veil must be between us here on earth. Be mine, 
and hereafter there shall be no veil over my face, no darkness between our 
souls! It is but a mortal veil — it is not for eternity! O! you know not how 
lonely I am, and how frightened, to be alone behind my black veil. Do not 
leave me in this miserable obscurity forever! ” 

“Lift the veil but once, and look me in the face,” said she. 

“Never! It cannot be! ” replied Mr. Hooper. 
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^Then farewell!” said Elizabeth. 

She withdrew her arm from his grasp, and slowly departed, pausing at 
the door, to give one long shuddering gaze, that seemed almost to pene- 
trate the m3^tery of the black veil. But, even amid his grief, Mr. Hooper 
smiled to think that only a material emblem had separated him from hap- 
piness, though the horrors, which it shadowed forth, must be drawn dark- 
ly between the fondest of lovers. 

From that time no attempts were made to remove Mr. Hooper’s black 
veil, or, by a direct appeal, to discover the secret which it was supposed to 
hide. By persons who claimed a superiority to popular prejudice, it was 
reckoned merely an eccentric whim, such as often mingles with the sober 
actions of men otherwise rational, ind tinges them all with its own sem- 
blance of insanity. But with the midtitude, good Mr. Hooper was irrepar- 
bly a bugbear. He could not walk the street with any peace of mind, so 
conscious was he that the gentle and timid would turn aside to avoid him, 
and that others would make it a poi at of hardihood to throw themselves in 
his way. The impertinence of the la tter class compelled him to give up his 
customary walk at sunset to the burial ground; for when he leaned pen- 
sively over the gate, there would always be faces behind the gravestones, 
peeping at his black veil. A fable went the rounds that the stare of the 
dead people drove him thence. It grieved him, to the very depth of his 
kind heart, to observe how the children fled from his approach, breaking 
up their merriest sports, while his melancholy figure was yet afar off. 
Their instinctive dread caused him to feel more strongly than aught else, 
that a preternatural horror was interwoven with the threads of the black 
crape. In truth, his own antipathy to the veil was known to be so great, 
that he never willingly passed before a mirror, nor stooped to drink at a 
still fountain, lest, in its peaceful bosom, he should be affrighted by him- 
self. This was what gave plausibility to the whispers, that Mr. Hooper’s 
conscience tortured him for some great crime too horrible to be entirely 
concealed, or otherwise than so obscurely intimated. Thus, from beneath 
the black veil, there rolled a cloud into the sunshine, an ambiguity of sin 
or sorrow, which enveloped the poor minister, so that love or sympathy 
could never reach him. It was said that ghost and fiend consorted with 
him there. With self-shudderings and outward terrors, he walked contin- 
ually in its shadow, groping darkly within his own soul, or gazing through 
a medium that saddened the whole world. Even the lawless wind, it was 
believed, respected his dreadful secret, and never blew aside the veil. But 
still good Mr. Hooper sadly smiled at the pale visages of the worldly 
throng as he passed by. 

Among all its bad influences, the black veil had the one desirable effect, 
of making its wearer a very efficient clergyman. By the aid of his mysteri- 
ous emblem — for there was no other apparent cause — he became a man 
of awful power over souls that were in agony for sin. His converts always 
regarded him with a dread peculiar to themselves, affirming, though but 
figuratively, that, before he brought them to celestial light, they had been 
with him behind the black veil. It^gloom^ indeed, enabled-Iiim to sym- 
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path^ vdth ^(jaEk-*aSe€tions. Dying sinners cried aloud for Mr. Hoop* 
cr^luSd woiildlnot yield till he appeared; though ever, as he 
stooped to whisper consolation, they shuddered at the veiled face so near 
their own. Such were the terrors of the black veil, even when Death had 
bared his visage! Strangers came long distances “to attend service at his 
church, with the mere idle purpose of gazing at his figure, because it ^as 
forbidden them to behold his face. But many were made to quake ere 
they departed! Once, during Governor Belcher’s administration, Mr. 
Hooper was appointed to preach the election sermon. Covered with his 
black veil, he stood before the chief magistrate, the council, and the rep- 
resentatives, and wrought so deep an impression, that the legislative 
measures of that year were characterized by all the gloom and piety of 
our earliest ancestral sway. 

In this manner Mr. Hooper spent a long life, irreproachable in outward 
act, yet shrouded in dismal suspicions; kind and loving, though unloved, 
and dimly feared; a man apart from men, shunned in their health and 
joy, but ever summoned to their aid in mortal anguish. As years wore on, 
shedding their snows above his sable veil, he acquired a name throughout 
the New England churches, and they called him Father Hooper. Nearly 
all his parishioners, who were of mature age when he was settled, had been 
borne away by many a funeral: he had one congregation in the church, 
and a more crowded one in the churchyard; and having wrought so late 
into the evening, and done his work so well, it was now good Father 
Hooper’s turn to rest. 

Several persons were visible by the shaded candlelight, in the death 
chamber of the old clergyman. Natural connections he had none. But 
there was the decorously grave, though unmoved physician, seeking only 
to mitigate the last pangs of the patient whom he could not save. There 
were the deacons, and other eminently pious members of his church. 
There, also, was the Reverend Mr. Clark, of Westbury, a young and zeal- 
ous divine, who had ridden in haste to pray by the bedside of the expiring 
minister. There was the nurse, no hired handmaiden of death, but one 
whose calm affection had endured thus long in secrecy, in solitude, amid 
the chill of age, and would not perish, even at the dying hour. Who, but 
Elizabeth! And there lay the hoary head of good Father Hooper upon the 
death pillow, with the black veil still swathed about his brow, and reach- 
ing down over his face, so that each more difficult gasp of his faint breath 
caused it to stir. All through life that piece of crape had hung between him 
and the world: it had separated him from cheerful brotherhood and wom- 
an’s love, and kept him in that saddest of all prisons, his own heart; and 
still it lay upon his face, as if to deepen the gloom of his darksome cham- 
ber, and shade him from the sunshine of eternity. 

For some time previous, his mind had been confused, wavering doubt- 
fully between the past and the present, and hovering forward, as it were, 
at intervals, into the indistinctness of the world to come. There had been 
feverish turns, which tossed him from side to side, and wore away what 
little strength he had. But in his most convulsive struggles, and in the 
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wildest vagaries of his intellect, when no other thought retained its sober 
influence, he still showed an awful solicitude lest the black veil should 
slip aside. Even if his bewildered soul could have forgotten, there was a 
faithful woman at this pillow, who, with averted eyes, would have cov^ 
ered that aged face, which she had last beheld in the comeliness of man- 
hood. At length the death-stricken old man lay quietly in the torpor of 
mental and bodily exhaustion, with an imperceptible pulse, and breath 
that grew fainter and fainter, except when a long, deep, and irregular in- 
spiration seemed to prelude the flight of his spirit. 

The minister of Westbury approached the bedside. 

‘^Venerable Father Hooper,” said he, “the moment of your release is at 
hand. Are you ready for the lifting of the veil that shuts in time from eter- 
nity?” 

Father Hooper at first replied n merely by a feeble motion of his head; 
then, apprehensive, perhaps, that lis meaning might be doubted, he ex- 
erted himself to speak. 

“Yea,” said he, in faint accents, 'my soul hath a patient weariness un- 
til that veil be lifted.” 

“And is it fitting,” resumed the Reverend Mr. Clark, “that a man so 
given to prayer, of such a blameless example, holy in deed and thought, 
so far as mortal judgment may pronounce; is it fitting that a father in the 
church should leave a shadow on his memory, that may seem to blacken a 
life so pure? I pray you, my venerable brother, let not this thing be! Suf- 
fer us to be gladdened by your triumphant aspect as you go to your re- 
ward. Before the veil of eternity be lifted, let me cast aside this black veil 
from your face!” 

And thus speaking, the Reverend Mr. Clark bent forward to reveal the 
mystery of so many years. But, exerting a sudden energy, that made all 
the beholders stand aghast, Father Hooper snatched both his hands from 
beneath the bedclothes, and pressed them strongly on the black veil, reso- 
lute to struggle, if the minister of Westbury would contend with a dying 
man. 

“Never! ” cried the veiled clergyman. “On earth, never! ” 

“Dark old. man!” exclaimed the affrighted minister, “with what hor- 
rible crime upon your soul are you now passing to the judgment?” 

Father Hooper's breath heaved; it rattled in his throat; but, with a 
mighty effort, grasping forward with his hands, he caught hold of life, and 
held it back till he should speak. He even raised himself in bed; and there 
he sat, shivering with the arms of death around him, while the black veil 
hung down, awful, at that last moment, in the gathered terrors of a life- 
time. And yet the faint, sad smile, so often there, now seemed to glimmer 
from its obscurity, and linger on Father Hooper's lips. 

“Why4o you tremble at me alone?” cried he, turning his veiled face 
round the circle df pale spectatorsr^^Trembie al:§o at each other! Have 
men avoided me, and women shown no pity, and children screamed and 
fled, only for my black veil? What, .but the mystery whicliit 4)bscurely 
typifies, has m ade th is pi^eof^ape ^ awful? When the friend shows his 
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inmost heart to his friend; the lover to his best beloved; when man does 
not vainly shrink from the eye of his Creator, loathsomely treasuring up 
the secret of his sin; then deem me a monster, for the symbol beneath 
which I have lived, and die! I look around me, and, lo! on every visage a 
Bfer* Veil!” 

While his auditors shrank from one another, in mutual affright. Father 
Hooper fell back upon his pillow, a veiled corpse, with a faint smile linger- 
ing on the lips. Still veiled, they laid him in his coffin, and a veiled corpse 
they bore him to the grave. The grass of many vears has sprung up and 
withered on that grave, the burial stone is moss-grown, and good Mr. 
Hooper’s face is dust; but awful is still the thought that it mouldered be- 
neath the Black Veil! 


THE MAYPOLE OF MERRY MOUNT 

There is an admirable foundation for a philosophic romance in the curious 
history of the early settlement of Mount Wollaston, or Merry Mount In the 
slight sketch here attempted, the facts, recorded on the grave pages of our 
New England annalists, have wrought themselves, almost spontaneously, into 
a sort of allegory. The masques, mummeries, and festive customs, described in 
the text, are in accordance with the manners of the age. Authority on these 
points may be found in Strutt’s Book of English Sports and Pastimes. 

Bright were the days at Merry Mount, when the Maypole was the ban- 
ner staff of that gay colony! They who reared it, should their banner be 
triumphant, were to pour sunshine over New England’s rugged hills, and 
scatter flower seeds throughout the soil. Jollity and gloom were contend- 
ing for an empire. Midsummer eve had come, bringing deep verdure to 
the forest, and roses in her lap, of a more vivid hue than the tender buds 
of Spring. But May, or her mirthful spirit, dwelt all the year round at 
Merry Mount, sporting with the Summer months, and revelling with Au- 
tumn, and basking in the glow of Winter’s fireside. Through a world of 
toil and care she flitted with a dreamlike smile, and came hither to find a 
home among the lightsome hearts of Merry Mount. 

Never had the Maypole been so gayly decked as at sunset on midsum- 
mer eve. This venerated emblem was a pine-tree, which had preserved the 
slender grace of youth, while it equalled the loftiest height of the old wood 
monarchs. From its top streamed a silken banner, colored like the rain- 
bow. Down nearly to the ground the pole was dressed with birchen boughs, 
and others of the liveliest green, and some with silvery leaves, fastened by 
ribbons that fluttered in fantastic knots of twenty different colors, but no 
sad ones. Garden flowers, and blossoms of the wilderness, laughed gladly 
forth amid the verdure^ so fresh and dewy that they must have grown by 
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magic on that happy pine-tree. Where this green and flowery splendor ter- 
minated, the shaft of the Maypole was stained with the seven brilliant 
hues of the banner at its top. On the lowest green bough hung an abun- 
dant wreath of roses, some that had been gathered in the sunniest spots of 
the forest, and others, of still richer blush, which the colonists had reared 
from English seed. O, people of the Golden Age, the chief of your hus- 
bandry was to raise flowers ! 

But what was the wild throng that stood hand in hand about the May- 
pole? It could not be that the fauns and nymphs, when driven from their 
classic groves and homes of ancient fable, had sought refuge, as all the 
persecuted did, in the fresh woods of the West. These were Gothic mon- 
sters, though perhaps of Grecian ancestry. On the shoulders of a comely 
youth uprose the head and branch mg antlers of a stag; a second, human 
in all other points, had the grim v isage of a wolf ; a third, still with the 
trunk and limbs of a mortal man, showed the beard and horns of a vener- 
able he-goat. There was the likeness of a bear erect, brute in all but his 
hind legs, which were adorned wit i pink silk stockings. And here again, 
almost as wondrous, stood a real bear of the dark forest, lending each of 
his fore paws to the grasp of a human hand, and as ready for the dance as 
any in that circle. His inferior nature rose half way, to meet his compan- 
ions as they stooped. Other faces wore the similitude of man or woman, 
but distorted or extravagant, with red noses pendulous before their 
mouths, which seemed of awful depth, and stretched from ear to ear in an 
eternal fit of laughter. Here might be seen the Savage Man, well known 
in heraldry, hairy as a baboon, and girdled with green leaves. By his side, 
a noble figure, but still a counterfeit, appeared an Indian hunter, with 
feathery crest and wampum belt. Many of this strange company wore 
foolscaps, and had little bells appended to their garments, tinkling with a 
silvery sound, responsive to the inaudible music of their gleesome spirits. 
Some youths and maidens were of soberer garb, yet well maintained their 
places in the irregular throng by the expression of wild revelry upon their 
features. Such were the colonists of Merry Mount, as they stood in the 
broad smile of sunset round their venerated Maypole. 

Had a wanderer, bewildered in the melancholy forest, heard their 
mirth, and stolen a half-affrighted glance, he might have fancied them the 
crew of Comus, some already transformed to brutes, some midway be- 
tween man and beast, and the others rioting in the flow of tipsy jollity 
that foreran the change. But a band of Puritans, who watched the scene, 
invisible themselves, compared the masques to those devils and ruined 
souls with whom their superstition peopled the black wilderness. 

Within the ring of monsters appeared the two airiest forms that had 
ever trodden on any more solid footing than a purple and golden cloud. 
One was a youth in glistening apparel, with a scarf of the rainbow pat- 
tern crosswise on his breast. His right hand held a gilded staff, the ensign 
of high dignity among the revellers, and his left grasped the slender fin- 
gers of a fair maiden, not less gayly decorated than himself. Bright roses 
glowed in contrast with the dark and glossy curls of each, and were scat- 
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tered round their feet, or had sprung up spontaneously there. Behind this 
lightsome couple, so close to the Ma3rpole that its boughs shaded his jo- 
vial face, stood the figure of an English priest, canonically dressed, yet 
decked with flowers, in heathen fashion, and wearing a chaplet of the na- 
tive vine leaves. By the riot of his rolling eye, and the pagan decorations 
of his holy garb, he seemed the wildest monster there, and the very Comus 
of the crew. 

“Votaries of the Maypole,’^ cried the flower-decked priest, “merrily, all 
day long, have the woods echoed to your mirth. But be this your merriest 
hour, my hearts! Lo, here stand the Lord and Lady of the May, whom I, 
a clerk of Oxford, and high priest of Merry Mount, am presently to join 
in holy matrimony. Up with your nimble spirits, ye morris-dancers, green 
men, and glee maidens, bears and wolves, and horned gentlemen! Come; 
a chorus now, rich with the old mirth of Merry England, and the wilder 
glee of this fresh forest; and then a dance, to show the youthful pair what 
life is made of, and how airily they should go through it! All ye that love 
the Maypole, lend your voices to the nuptial song of the Lord and Lady 
of the May!’’ 

This wedlock was more serious than most affairs of Merry Mount, 
where jest and delusion, trick and fantasy, kept up a continual carnival. 
The Lord and Lady of the May, though their titles must be laid down at 
sunset, were really and truly to be partners for the dance of life, beginning 
the measure that same bright eve. The wreath of roses, that hung from the 
lowest green bough of the Maypole, had been twined for them, and would 
be thrown over both their heads, in symbol of their flowery union. When 
the priest had spoken, therefore, a riotous uproar burst from the rout of 
monstrous figures. 

“Begin you the stave, reverend Sir,” cried they all; “and never did the 
woods ring to such a merry peal as we of the Maypole shall send up! ” 

Immediately a prelude of pipe, cithern, and viol, touched with prac- 
tised minstrelsy, began to play from a neighboring thicket, in such a 
mirthful cadence that the boughs of the Maypole quivered to the sound. 
But the May Lord, he of the gilded staff, chancing to look into his Lady’s 
eyes, was wonder struck at the almost pensive glance that met his own. 

“Ekiith, sweet Lady of the May,” whispered he reproachfully, “is yon 
wreath of roses a garland to hang above our graves, that you look so sad? 
O, Edith, this is our golden time! Tarnish it not by any pensive shadow of 
the mind; for it may be that nothing of futurity will be brighter than the 
mere remembrance of what is now passing.” 

“That was the very thought that saddened me! How came it in your 
mind too?” said Edith, in a still lower tone than he, for it was high treason 
to be sad at Merry Mount. “Therefore do I sigh amid this festive music. 
And besides, dear Edgar, I struggle as with a dream, and fancy that these 
shapes of our jovial friends are visionary, and their mirth unreal, and that 
we are no true Lord and Lady of the May. What is the mystery in my 
heart?” 

^ Just then, as if a spell had loosened them, down came a little shower of 
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withering rose leaves from the Maypole. Alas, for the young lovers! Nc 
sooner had their hearts glowed with real passion than they were sensibk 
of something vague and unsubstantial in their former pleasures, and felt 
a dreary presentiment of inevitable change. From the moment that they 
truly loved, they had subjected themselves to earth’s doom of care and 
sorrow, and troubled joy, and had no more a home at Merry Mount. That 
was Edith’s mystery. Now leave we the priest to marry them, and the 
masquers to sport round the Maypole, till the last sunbeam be withdrawn 
from its summit, and the shadows of the forest mingle gloomily in the 
dance. Meanwhile, we may discover who these gay people were. 

Two hundred years ago, and more, the old world and its inhabitants 
became mutually weary of each other. Men voyaged by thousands to the 
West: some to barter glass beads, and such like jewels, for the furs of the 
Indian hunter; some to conquer virgin empires; and one stern band to 
pray. But none of these motives had much weight with the colonists o\ 
Merry Mount. Their leaders were men who had sported so long with life, 
that when Thought and Wisdom came, even these unwelcome guests were 
led astray by the crowd of vanities which they should have put to flight. 
Erring Thought and perverted Wisdom were made to put on masques, and 
play the fool. The men of whom we speak, after losing the heart’s fresh 
gayety, imagined a wild philosophy of pleasure, and came hither to act 
out their latest day-dream. They gathered followers from all that giddy 
tribe whose whole life is like the festal days of soberer men. In their train 
were minstrels, not unknown in London streets; wandering players, whose 
theatres had been the halls of noblemen; mummers, rope-dancers, and 
mountebanks, who would long be missed at wakes, church ales, and fairs; 
in a word, mirth makers of every sort, such as abounded in that age, but 
now began to be discountenanced by the rapid growth of Puritanism. 
Light had their footsteps been on land, and as lightly they came across the 
sea. Many had been maddened by their previous troubles into a gay de- 
spair; others were as madly gay in the flush of youth, like the May Lord 
and his Lady; but whatever might be the quality of their mirth, old and 
young were gay at Merry Mount. The young deemed themselves happy. 
The elder spirits, if they knew that mirth was but the counterfeit of hap- 
piness, yet followed the false shadow wilfully, because at least her gar- 
ments glittered brightest. Sworn triflers of a lifetime, they would not ven- 
ture among the sober truths of life not even to be truly blest. 

All the hereditary pastimes of Old England were transplanted hither. 
The King of Christmas was duly crowned, and the Lord of Misrule bore 
potent sway. On the Eve of St. John, they felled whole acres of the forest 
to make bonfires, and danced by the blaze all night, crowned with gar- 
lands, and throwing flowers into the flame. At harvest time, though their 
crop was of the smallest, they made an image with the sheaves of Indian 
corn, and wreathed it with autumnal garlands, and bore it home triumph- 
antly. But what chiefly characterized the colonists of Merry Mount was 
their veneration for the Ma3q)ole. It has made their true history a poet’s 
tale. Spring decked the hallowed emblem with young blossoms and fresh 
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green boughs; Summer brought roses of the deepest blush, and the per- 
fected foliage of the forest; Autumn enriched it with that red and yellow 
gorgeousness which converts each wildwood leaf into a painted flower; 
and Winter silvered it with sleet, and hung it round with icicles, till it 
flashed in the cold sunshine, itself a frozen sunbeam. Thus each alternate 
season did homage to the Maypole, and paid it a tribute of its own richest 
splendor. Its votaries danced round it, once, at least, in every month; 
sometimes they called it their religion, or their altar; but always, it was 
the banner staff of Merry Mount. 

Unfortunately, there were men in the new world of a sterner faith than 
those Maypole worshippers. Not far from Merry Mount was a settlement 
of Puritans, most dismal wretches, who said their prayers before daylight, 
and then wrought in the forest or the cornfield till evening made it prayer 
time again. Their weapons were always at hand to shoot down the strag- 
gling savage. When they met in conclave, it was never to keep up the old 
English mirth, but to hear sermons three hours long, or to proclaim boun- 
ties on the heads of wolves and the scalps of Indians. Their festivals were 
fast days, and their chief pastime the singing of psalms. Woe to the youth 
or maiden who did but dream of a dance! The selectman nodded to the 
constable; and there sat the light-heeled reprobate in the stocks; or if he 
danced, it was round the whipping-post, which might be termed the Puri- 
tan Maypole. 

A party of these grim Puritans, toiling through the difficult woods, each 
with a horseload of iron armor to burden his footsteps, would sometimes 
draw near the sunny precincts of Merry Mount. There were the silken 
colonists, sporting round their Maypole; perhaps teaching a bear to 
dance, or striving to communicate their mirth to the grave Indian; or 
masquerading in the skins of deer and wolves, which they had hunted for 
that especial purpose. Often, the whole colony were playing at blindman^s 
buff, magistrates and all, with their eyes bandaged, except a single scape- 
goat, whom the blinded sinners pursued by the tinkling of the bells at his 
garments. Once, it is said, they were seen following a flower-decked 
corpse, with merriment and festive music, to his grave. But did the dead 
man laugh? In their quietest times, they sang ballads and told tales, for 
the edification of their pious visitors; or perplexed them with juggling 
tricks; or grinned at them through horse collars; and when sport itself 
grew wearisome, they made game of their own stupidity, and began a 
yawning match. At the very least of these enormities, the men of iron 
shook their heads and frowned so darkly that the revellers looked up 
imagining that a momentary cloud had overcast the sunshine, which was 
to be perpetual there. On the other hand, the Puritans affirmed that, when 
a psalm was pealing from their place of worship, the echo which the forest 
sent them back seemed often like the chorus of a jolly catch, closing with 
a roar of laughter. Who but the fiend, and his bond slaves, the crew of 
Merry Mount, had thus disturbed them? In due time, a feud arose, stem 
and bitter on one side, and as serious on the other as anything could be 
among such light spirits as had sworn allegiance to the Maypole. The 
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future complexion of New England was involved in this important quar- 
rel. Should the grizzly saints establish their jurisdiction over the gay sin- 
ners, then would their spirits darken all the clime, and make it a land of 
clouded visages, of hard toil, of sermon and psalm forever. But should the 
banner staff of Merry Mount be fortunate, sunshine would break upon the 
hills, and flowers would beautify the forest, and late posterity do homage 
to the Maypole. 

After these authentic passages from history, we return to the nuptials 
of the Lord and Lady of the May. Alas! we have delayed too long, and 
must darken our tale too suddenly. As we glance again at the Maypole, a 
solitary sunbeam is fading from tne summit, and leaves only a faint, 
golden tinge blended with the hues < )f the rainbow banner. Even that dim 
light is now withdrawn, relinquishing the whole domain of Merry Mount 
to the evening gloom, which has rusned so instantaneously from the black 
surrounding woods. But some of the>e black shadows have rushed forth in 
human shape. 

Yes, with the setting sun, the last day of mirth had passed from Merry 
Mount. The ring of gay masquers svas disordered and broken; the stag 
lowered his antlers in dismay; the wolf grew weaker than a lamb; the 
bells of the morris-dancers tinkled ^vith tremulous affright. The Puritans 
had played a characteristic part in the Maypole mummeries. Their dark- 
some figures were intermixed with tlie wild shapes of their foes, and made 
the scene a picture of the moment, when waking thoughts start up amid 
the scattered fantasies of a dream. The leader of the hostile party stood in 
the centre of the circle, while the route of monsters cowered around him, 
like evil spirits in the presence of a dread magician. No fantastic foolery 
could look him in the face. So stern was the energy of his aspect, that the 
whole man, visage, frame, and soul, seemed wrought of iron, gifted with 
life and thought, yet all of one substance with his headpiece and breast- 
plate. It was the Puritan of Puritans; it was Endicott himself! 

“Stand off, priest of Baal!’’ said he, with a grim frown, and laying no 
reverent hand upon the surplice. “I know thee, Blackstone! ^ Thou art 
the man who couldst not abide the rule even of thine own corrupted 
church, and hast come hither to preach iniquity, and to give example of 
it in thy life. But now shall it be seen that the Lord hath sanctified this 
wilderness for his peculiar people. Woe unto them that would defile it! 
And first, for this flower-decked abomination, the altar of thy worship!” 

And with his keen sword Endicott assaulted the hallowed Maypole. 
Nor long did it resist his arm. It groaned with a dismal sound; it show- 
ered leaves and rosebuds upon the remorseless enthusiast; and finally, 
with all its green boughs and ribbons and flowers, symbolic of departed 
pleasures, down fell the banner staff of Merry Mount. As it sank, tradi- 
tion says, the evening sky grew darker, and the woods threw forth a more 
sombre shadow. 

' Did Governor Endicott speak less positively, we should suspect a mistake here. 
The Rev. Mr. Blackstone, though an eccentric, is not known to have been an im- 
moral man. We rather doubt his identity with the priest of Merry Mount. 
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‘‘Therc/^ cried Endicott, looking triumphantly on his wc«*k, “there lies 
the only Maypole in New England I The thought is strong within me that, 
hy its fall, is shadowed forth the fate of light and idle mirth makers, 
amongst us and our posterity. Amen, saith John Endicott.’’ 

“Amen!” echoed his followers. 

But the votaries of the Maypole gave one groan for their idol. At the 
sound, the Puritan leader glanced at the crew of Comus, each a figure of 
broad mirth, yet, at this moment, strangely expressive of sorrow and 
dismay. 

“Valiant captain,” quoth Peter Palfrey, the Ancient of the band, “what 
order shall be taken with the prisoners?” 

“I thought not to repent me of cutting down a Maypole,” replied Endi- 
cott, “yet now I could find in my heart to plant it again, and give each of 
these bestial pagans one other dance round their idol. It would have 
served rarely for a whipping-post I ” 

“But there are pine-trees enow,” suggested the lieutenant. 

“True, good Ancient,” said the leader. “Wherefore, bind the heathen 
crew, and bestow on them a small matter of stripes apiece, as earnest of 
our future justice. Set some of the rogues in the stocks to rest themselves, 
so soon as Providence shall bring us to one of our own well-ordered set- 
tlements where such accommodations may be found. Further penalties, 
such as branding and cropping of ears, shall be thought of hereafter.” 

“How many stripes for the priest?” inquired Ancient Palfrey. 

“None as yet,” answered Endicott, bending his iron frown upon the 
culprit. “It must be for the Great and General Court to determine, wheth- 
er stripes and long imprisonment, and other grievous penalty, may atone 
for his transgressions. Let him look to himself! For such as violate our 
civil order, it may be permitted us to show mercy. But woe to the wretch 
that troubleth our religion.” 

“And this dancing bear,” resumed the officer. “Must he share the 
stripes of his fellows?” 

“Shoot him through the head!” said the energetic Puritan. “I suspect 
witchcraft in the beast.” 

“Here be a couple of shining ones,” continued Peter Palfrey, pointing 
his weapon at the Lord and Lady of the May. “They seem to be of high 
station among these misdoers. Methinks their dignity will not be fitted 
with less than a double share of stripes.” 

Endicott rested on his sword, and closely surveyed the dress and aspect 
of the hapless pair. There they stood, pale, downcast, and apprehensive. 
Yet there was an air of mutual support and of pure affection, seeking aid 
and giving it, that showed them to be man and wife, with the sanction of a 
priest upon their love. The youth, in the peril of the moment, had dropped 
his gilded staff, and thrown his arm about the Lady of the May, who 
leaned against his breast, too lightly to burden him, but with weight 
enough to express that their destinies were linked together, for good or 
evil. They looked first at each other, and then into the grim captain’s face. 
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There they stood, in the first hour of wedlock, while the idle pleasures, of 
which their companions were the emblems, had given place to the sternest 
cares of life, personified by the dark Puritans. But never had their youths 
ful beauty seemed so pure and high as when its glow was chastened by 
adversity. 

‘‘Youth,” said Endicott, “ye stand in an evil case thou and thy maiden 
wife. Make ready presently, for I am minded that ye shall both have a 
token to remember your wedding day I ” 

“Stern man,” cried the May Lord, “how can I move thee? Were the 
means at hand, I would resist to the death. Being powerless, I entreat! Do 
with me as thou wilt, but let Edith g*) untouched 1 ” 

“Not so,” replied the immitigabk zealot. “We are not wont to show an 
idle courtesy to that sex, which rtquireth the stricter discipline. What 
sayest thou, maid? Shall thy silken bridegroom suffer thy share of the 
penalty, besides his own?” 

“Be it death,” said Edith, “and la / it all on me ! ” 

Truly, as Endicott had said, th i poor lovers stood in a woful case. 
Their foes were triumphant, their f iends captive and abased, their home 
desolate, the benighted wilderness nround them, and a rigorous destiny, 
in the shape of the Puritan leader their only guide. Yet the deepening 
twilight could not altogether conceal that the iron man was softened; he 
smiled at the fair spectacle of early love; he almost sighed for the inevit- 
able blight of early hopes. 

“The troubles of life have come hastily on this young couple,” observed 
Endicott. “We will see how they comport themselves under their present 
trials ere we burden them with greater. If, among the spoil, there be any 
garments of a more decent fashion, let them be put upon this May Lord 
and his Lady, instead of their glistening vanities. Look to it, some of 
you.” 

“And shall not the youth’s hair be cut?” asked Peter Palfrey, looking 
with abhorrence at the lovelock and long glossy curls of the young man. 

“Crop it forthwith, and that in the true pumpkin-shell fashion,” an- 
swered the captain. “Then bring them along with us, but more gently 
than their fellows. There be qualities in the youth, which may make him 
valiant to fight, and sober to toil, and pious to pray; and in the maiden, 
that may fit her to become a mother in our Israel, bringing up babes in 
better nurture than her own hath been. Nor think ye, young ones, that 
they are the happiest, even in our lifetime of a moment, who misspend it 
in dancing round a Maypole! ” 

And Endicott, the severest Puritan of all who laid the rock foundation 
of New England, lifted the wreath of roses from the ruin of the Maypole, 
and threw it, with his own gauntleted hand, over the heads of the Lord 
and Lady of the May, It was a deed of prophecy. As the moral gloom of 
the world overpowers all systematic gayety, even so was their home of 
wild mirth made desolate amid the sad forest. They returned to it no 
inore. But as their flowery garland was wreathed of the brightest roses 
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that had grown there, so, in the tie that united them, were intertwined all 
the purest and best of their early joys. They went heavenward, support- 
ing each other along the difficult path which it was their lot to tread, and 
never wasted one regretful thought on the vanities of Merry Mount. 


THE GENTLE BOY 

In the course of the year 1656, several of the people called Quakers, led, 
iS they professed, by the inward movement of the spirit, made their ap- 
pearance in New England. Their reputation, as holders of mystic and per- 
nicious principles, having spread before them, the Puritans early endeav- 
ored to banish, and to prevent the further intrusion of the rising sect. But 
the measures by which it was intended to purge the land of heresy, though 
more than sufficiently vigorous, were entirely unsuccessful. The Quakers, 
esteeming persecution as a divine call to the post of danger, laid claim to 
a holy courage, unknown to the Puritans themselves, who had shunned 
the cross, by providing for the peaceable exercise of their religion in a 
distant wilderness. Though it was the singular fact, that every nation of 
the earth rejected the wandering enthusiasts who practised peace towards 
all men, the place of greatest uneasiness and peril, and therefore, in their 
eyes the most eligible, was the province of Massachusetts Bay. 

The fines, imprisonments, and stripes, liberally distributed by our 
pious forefathers; the popular antipathy, so strong that it endured nearly 
a hundred years after actual persecution had ceased, were attractions as 
powerful for the Quakers, as peace, honor, and reward, would have been 
for the worldly minded. Every European vessel brought new cargoes of 
the sect, eager to testify against the oppression which they hoped to 
share; and when shipmasters were restrained by heavy fines from afford- 
ing them passage, they made long and circuitous journeys through the 
Indian country, and appeared in the province as if conveyed by a super- 
natural power. Their enthusiasm, heightened almost to madness by the 
treatment which they received, produced actions contrary to the rules of 
decency, as well as of rational religion, and presented a singular contrast 
to the calm and staid deportment of their sectarian successors of the pres- 
ent day. The command of the spirit, inaudible except to the soul, and not 
to be controverted on grounds of human wisdom, was made a plea for 
most indecorous exhibitions, which, abstractedly considered, well de- 
served the moderate chastisement of the rod. These extravagances, and 
the persecution which was at once their cause and consequence, continued 
to increase, till, in the year 1659, the government of Massachusetts Bay 
indulged two members of the Quaker sect with a crown of martyrdom. 
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An indelible stain of blood is upon the hands of all who consented to 
this act, but a large share of the awful responsibility must rest upon the 
person then at the head of the government. He was a man of narrow mind 
and imperfect education, and his uncompromising bigotry was made hot 
and mischievous by violent and hasty passions; he exerted his influence 
indecorously and unjustifiably to compass the death of the enthusiasts; 
and his whole conduct, in respect to them, was marked by brutal cruelty. 
The Quakers, whose revengeful feelings were not less deep because they 
were inactive, remembered this man and his associates in after times. The 
historian of the sect affirms that, by the wrath of Heaven, a blight fell 
upon the land in the vicinity of the '^bloody town’’ of Boston, so that no 
wheat would grow there; and he takes his stand, as it were, among the 
graves of the ancient persecutors, and triumphantly recounts the judg- 
ments that overtook them, in old age or at the parting hour. He tells us 
that they died suddenly and violen^y and in madness; but nothing can 
exceed the bitter mockery with which he records the loathsome disease, 
and “death by rottenness,” of the fierce and cruel governor. 


On the evening of the autumn day that had witnessed the martyrdom 
of two men of the Quaker persuasion, a Puritan settler was returning from 
the metropolis to the neighboring country town in which he resided. The 
air was cool, the sky clear, and the lingering twilight was made brighter 
by the rays of a young moon, which had now nearly reached the verge of 
the horizon. The traveller, a man of middle age, wrapped in a gray frieze 
cloak, quickened his pace when he had reached the outskirts of the town, 
for a gloomy extent of nearly four miles lay between him and his home. 
The low, straw-thatched houses were scattered at considerable intervals 
along the road, and the country having been settled but about thirty 
years, the tracts of original forest still bore no small proportion to the 
cultivated ground. The autumn wind wandered among the branches, 
whirling away the leaves from all except the pine-trees, and moaning as 
if it lamented the desolation of which it was the instrument. The road had 
penetrated the mass of woods that lay nearest to the town, and was just 
emerging into an open space, when the traveller’s ears were saluted by a 
sound more mournful than even that of the wind. It w^as like the wailing 
of someone in distress, and it seemed to proceed from beneath a tall and 
lonely fir-tree, in the centre of a cleared but uninclosed and uncultivated 
field. The Puritan could not but remember that this was the very spot 
which had been made accursed a few hours before by the execution of 
the Qualcers whose bodies had been thrown together into one hasty grave, 
beneath the tree on which they suffered. He struggled however, against 
the superstitious fears which belonged to the age, and compelled himselt 
to pause and listen. 

“The voice is most likely mortal, nor have I cause to tremble if it be 
otherwise,” thought he, straining his eyes through the dim moonlight 
“Methinks it is like the wailing of a child; some infant, it may be, which 
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has strayed from its mother, and chanced upon this place of death. For 
the ease of mine own conscience I must search this matter out.^^ 

He therefore left the path, and walked somewhat fearfully across the 
field. Though now so desolate, its soil was pressed down and trampled by 
the thousand footsteps of those who had witnessed the spectacle of that 
day, all of whom had now retired, leaving the dead to their loneliness. 
The traveller, at length reached the fir-tree, which from the middle up- 
ward was covered with living branches, although a scaffold had been 
erected beneath, and other preparations made for the work of death. Un- 
der this unhappy tree, which in after times was believed to drop poison 
with its dew, sat the one solitary mourner for innocent blood. It was a 
slender and light clad little boy, who leaned his face upon a hillock of 
fresh-turned and half-frozen earth, and wailed bitterly, yet in a sup- 
pressed tone, as if his grief might receive the punishment of crime. The 
Puritan, whose approach had been unperceived, laid his hand upon the 
child’s shoulder, and addressed him compassionately. 

^‘You have chosen a dreary lodging, my poor boy, and no wonder that 
you weep,” said he. “But dry your eyes, and tell me where your mother 
dwells. I promise you, if the journey be not too far, I will leave you in her 
arms to-night.” 

The boy had hushed his wailing at once, and turned his face upward to 
the stranger. It was a pale, bright-eyed countenance, certainly not more 
than six years old, but sorrow, fear, and want had destroyed much of its 
infantile expression. The Puritan seeing the boy’s frightened gaze, and 
feeling that he trembled under his hand, endeavored to reassure him. 

“Nay, if I intended to do you harm, little lad, the readiest way were to 
leave you here. What! you do not fear to sit beneath the gallows on a 
new-made grave, and yet you tremble at a friend’s touch. Take heart, 
child, and tell me what is your name and where is your home?” 

“Friend,” replied the little boy, in a sweet though faltering voice, “they 
call me Ilbrahim, and my home is here.” 

The pale, spiritual face, the eyes that seemed to mingle with the moon- 
light, the sweet, airy voice, and the outlandish name, almost made the 
Puritan believe that the boy was in truth a being which had sprung up 
out of the grave on which he sat. But perceiving that the apparition stood 
the test of a short mental prayer, and remembering that the arm which 
he had touched was lifelike, he adopted a more rational supposition. “The 
poor child is stricken in his intellect,” thought he, “but verily his words 
are fearful in a place like this.” He then spoke soothingly, intending to 
humor the boy’s fantasy. 

“Your home will scarce be comfortable, Ilbrahim, this cold autumn 
night, and I fear you are ill-provided with food. I am hastening to a warm 
supper and bed, and if you will go with me you shall share them! ” 

“I thank thee, friend, but though I be hungry, and shivering with cold, 
thou wilt not give me food nor lodging,” replied the boy, in the quiet tone 
which despair had taught him, even so young. “My father was of the 
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people whom all men hate. They have laid him under this heap of earth, 
and here is my home.’’ 

The Puritan, who had laid hold of little Ilbrahim’s hand, relinquished 
it as if he were touching a loathsome reptile. But he possessed a com- 
passionate heart, which not even religious prejudice could harden into 
stone. 

‘^God forbid that I should leave this child to perish, though he comes 
of the accursed sect,” said he to himself. ^^ Do we not all spring frogi an 
evil root? A re we not al l in darkness till the light doth shine upon us? He 
shaftTrotpefish, neTthS irTbbdy" nor, if prayer and instruction may avail 
for him, in soul.” He then spoke aloud and kindly to Ilbrahim, who had 
again hid his face in the cold earth of the grave. “Was every doc^r in the 
land shut against you, my child, that you have wandered to this unhal- 
lowed spot?” 

“They drove me forth from thf‘ prison when they took my father 
thence,” said the boy, “and I stood ifar off watching the crowd of people, 
and when they were gone I came hit her, and found only his grave I knew 
that my father was sleeping here, and I said this shall be my home.” 

“No, child, no; not while I have a roof over my head, or a morsel to 
share with you! ” exclaimed the Puritan, whose sympathies were now ful- 
ly excited. “Rise up and come with me, and fear not any harm.” 

The boy wept afresh, and clung to the heap of earth as if the cold heart 
beneath it were warmer to him than any in a living breast. The traveller, 
however, continued to entreat him tenderly, and seeming to acquire some 
degree of confidence, he at length arose. But his slender limbs tottered 
with weakness, his little head grew dizzy, and he leaned against the tree 
of death for support. 

“My poor boy, are you so feeble?” said the Puritan. “When did you 
taste food last?” 

“I ate of bread and water with my father in the prison,” replied Ilbra- 
him, “but they brought him none neither yesterday nor to-day, saying 
that he had eaten enough to bear him to his journey’s end. Trouble not 
thyself for my hunger, kind friend, for I have lacked food many times ere 
now.” 

The traveller took the child in his arms and wrapped his cloak about 
him, while his heart stirred with shame and anger against the gratuitous 
cruelty of the instruments in this persecution. In the awakened warmth 
of his feelings he resolved that, at whatever risk, he would not forsake 
the poor little defenceless being whom Heaven had confided to his care. 
With this determination he left the accursed field, and resumed the home- 
ward path from which the wailing of the boy had called him. The light 
and motionless burden scarcely impeded his progress, and he soon beheld 
the fire rays from the windows of the cottage which he, a native of a dis- 
tant clime, had built in the western wilderness. It was surrounded by a 
considerable extent of cultivated ground, and the dwelling was situated 
in the nook of a wood-covered hill, whither it seemed to have crept for 
protection. 
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^‘Look up, child,’’ said the Puritan to Ilbrahim, whose faint head had 
sunk upon his shoulder, “there is our home.” 

At the word “home,” a thrill passed through the child’s frame, but he 
continued silent. A few moments brought them to a cottage door, at which 
the owner knocked ; for at that early period, when savages were wander- 
ing everywhere among the settlers, bolt and bar were indispensable tc the 
security of a dwelling. The summons was answered by a bond-servant, a 
coarse-clad and dull-featured piece of humanity, who, after ascertaining 
that his master was the applicant, undid the door, and held a flaring pine- 
knot torch to light him in. Farther back in the passage-way, the red blaze 
discovered a matronly woman, but no little crowd of children came 
bounding forth to greet their father’s return. As the Puritan entered, he 
thrust aside his cloak, and displayed Ilbrahim’s face to the female. 

“Dorothy, here is a little outcast, whom Providence hath put into our 
hands,” observed he. “Be kind to him, even as if he were of those dear 
ones who have departed from us.” 

“What pale and bright-eyed little boy is this, Tobias?” she inquired. 
“Is he one whom the wilderness folk have ravished from some Christian 
mother?” 

“No, Dorothy, this poor child is no captive from the wilderness,” he re- 
plied. “The heathen savage would have given him to eat of his scanty 
morsel, and to drink of his birchen cup; but Christian men, alas, had cast 
him out to die.” 

Then he told her how he had found him beneath the gallows, upon his 
father’s grave; and how his heart had prompted him, like the speaking of 
an inward voice, to take the little outcast home, and be kind unto him. He 
acknowledged his resolution to feed and clothe him, as if he were his own 
child, and to afford him the instruction which should counteract the per- 
nicious errors hitherto instilled into his infant mind. Dorothy was gifted 
with even a quicker tenderness than her husband, and she approved of all 
his doings and intentions. 

“Have you a mother, dear child?” she inquired. 

The tears burst forth from his full heart as he attempted to reply; but 
Dorothy at length understood that he had mother, who, like the rest of 
her sect, was a persecuted wanderer. She had been taken from the prison 
a short time before, carried into the uninhabited wilderness, and left to 
perish there by hunger or wild beasts. This was no uncommon method of 
disposing of the Quakers, and they were accustomed to boast that the in- 
habitants of the desert were more hospitable to them than civilized man. 

“Fear not, little boy, you shall not need a mother, and a kind one,” said 
Dorothy, when she had gathered this information. “Dry your tears, Ilbra- 
him, 2uid be my child, as I will be your mother.” 

The good woman prepared the little bed, from which her own children 
had successively been borne to another resting-place. Before Ilbrahim 
would consent to occupy it, he knelt down, and as Dorothy listened to his 
simple and affecting prayer, she marvelled how the parents that had 
taught it to him could have been judged worthy of death. When the boy 
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had fallen asleep, she bent over his pale and spiritual countenance, 
pressed a kiss upon his white brow, drew the bedclothes up about his 
neck, and went away with a pensiv e gladness in her heart. 

Tobias Pearson was not among tEe’earllest emigrants from the old 
country. He had remained in England during the first years of the civil 
war, in which he had borne some share as a cornet of dragoons, under 
Cromwell. But when the ambitious designs of his leader began to develop 
themselves, he quitted the army of the Parliament, and sought a refuge 
from the strife, which was no longer holy, am.ong the people of his persua- 
sion in the colony of Massachusetts. A more worldly consideration had 
perhaps an influence in drawing him thither; for New England offered 
advantages to men of unprosperous fortunes, as well as to dissatisfied 
religionists, and Pearson had hither to found it difficult to provide for a 
wife and increasing family. To this supposed impurity of motive the more 
bigoted Puritans were inclined to in pute the removal by death of all the 
children, for whose earthly good t le father had been over-thoughtful. 
They had left their native country bmoming like roses, and like roses they 
had perished in a foreign soil. Those expounders of the ways of Provi- 
dence, who had thus judged their brother, and attributed his domestic 
sorrows to his sin, were not more charitable when they saw him and Dor- 
othy endeavoring to fill up the void in their hearts by the adoption of an 
infant of the accursed sect. Nor did (hey fail to communicate their disap- 
probation to Tobias; but the latter, in reply, merely pointed at the little, 
quiet, lovely boy, whose appearance and deportment were indeed as pow- 
erful arguments as could possibly have been adduced in his own favor. 
Even his beauty, however, and his winning manners, sometimes produced 
an effect ultimately unfavorable; for the bigots, when the outer surfaces 
of their iron hearts had been softened and again grew hard, affirmed that 
no merely natural cause could have so worked upon them. 

Their antipathy to the poor infant was also increased by the ill success 
of divers theological discussions, in which it was attempted to convince 
him of the errors of his sect. Ilbrahim, it is true, was not a skilful contro- 
versialist; but the feeling of his religion was strong as instinct in him, and 
he could neither be enticed nor driven from the faith which his father had 
died for. The odium of this stubbornness was shared in a great measure by 
the child’s protectors, insomuch that Tobias and Dorothy very shortly 
began to experience a most bitter species of persecution, in the cold re- 
gards of many a friend whom they had valued. The common people man- 
ifested their opinions more openly. Pearson was a man of some considera- 
tion, being a representative to the General Court and an approved lieu- 
tenant in the trainbands, yet within a week after his adoption of Ilbrahim 
he had been both hissed and hooted. Once, also, when walking through a 
solitary piece of woods, he heard a loud voice from some invisible speak- 
er; and it cried, “What shall be done to the backslider? Lo! the scourge is 
knotted for him, even the whip of nine cords, and every cord three 
knots!” These insults irritated Pearson’s temper for the moment; they 
entered also into his heart, and became imperceptible but powerful work- 
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towards an end which his most secret thought had not yet whispered. 


On the second Sabbath after Ilbrahim became a member of their fam- 
ily, Pearson and his wife deemed it proper that he should appear with 
them at public worship. They had anticipated some opposition to this 
measure from the boy, but he prepared, himself in silence, and at the ap- 
pointed hour was clad in the new mourning suit which Dorothy had 
wrought for him. As the parish was then, and during many subsequent 
years, unprovided with a bell, the signal for the commencement of reli- 
gious exercises was the beat of a drum. At the first sound of that martial 
call to the place of holy and quiet thoughts, Tobias and Dorothy set forth, 
each holding a hand of little Ilbrahim, like two parents linked together 
by the infant of their love. On their path through the leafless woods they 
were overtaken by many persons of their acquaintance, all of whom 
avoided them, and passed by on the other side; but a severer trial await- 
ed their constancy when they had descended the hill, and drew near the 
pine-built and undecorated house of prayer. Around the door, from which 
the drummer still sent forth his thundering summons, was drawn up a 
formidable phalanx, including several of the oldest members of the con- 
gregation, many of the middle aged, and nearly all the younger males. 
Pearson found it difficult to sustain their united and disapproving gaze, 
but Dorothy, whose mind was differently circumstanced, merely drew the 
boy closer to her, and faltered not in her approach. As they entered the 
door, they overheard the muttered sentiments of the assemblage, and 
when the reviling voices of the little children smote Pbrahim^s ear, he 
wept. 

The interior aspect of the meeting-house was rude. The low ceiling, 
the unplastered walls, the naked wood work, and the undraperied pulpit, 
offered nothing to excite the devotion, which, without such external aids, 
often remains latent in the heart. The floor of the building was occupied 
by rows of long, cushionless benches, supplying the place of pews, and 
the broad aisle formed a sexual division, impassable except by children 
beneath a certain age. 

Pearson and Dorothy separated at the door of the meeting-house, and 
Ilbrahim, being within the years of infancy, was retained under the care 
of the latter. The wrinkled beldams involved themselves in their rusty 
cloaks as he passed by; even the mild-featured maidens seemed to dread 
contamination ; and many a stern old man arose, and turned his repulsive 
and unheavenly countenance upon the gentle boy, as if the sanctuary 
were polluted by his presence. He was a sweet infant of the skies that had 
strayed away from his home, and all the inhabitants of this miserable 
world closed up their impure hearts against him, drew back their earth- 
soiled garments from his touch, and said, “We are holier than thou.” 

Ilbrahim, seated by the side of his adopted mother, and retaining fast 
hold of her hand, assumed a grave and decorous demeanor, such as might 
befit a person of matured taste and understanding, who should find him- 
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self in a temple dedicated to some worship whidi he did not recognize, but 
felt himself bound to respect. The exercises had not yet commenced, how- 
ever, when the boy’s attention was arrested by an event, apparently of 
trifling interest. A woman, having her face muffled in a hood, and a cloak 
drawn completely about her form, advanced slowly up the broad aisle and 
took a place upon the foremost bench. Ilbrahim’s faint color varied, his 
nerves fluttered, he was unable to turn his eyes from the muffled female. 

When the preliminary prayer and hymn were over, the minister arose, 
and having turned the hour-glass which stood by the great Bible, com- 
menced his discourse. He was now well stricken in years, a man of pale, 
thin countenance, and his gray hairs were closely covered by a black vel- 
vet skullcap. In his younger days he had practically learned the meaning 
of persecution from Archbishop Laud, and he was not now disposed to 
forget the lesson against which he had murmured then. Introducing the 
often discussed subject of the Quakers, he gave a history of that sect, and 
a description of their tenets, in which error predominated, and prejudice 
distorted the aspect of what was true. He adverted to the recent measures 
in the province, and cautioned his Jiearers of weaker parts against calling 
in question the just severity which God-fearing magistrates had at length 
been compelled to exercise. He spoke of the d^ger of pity, in some cases 
a commendable and Christian virtue, but inapplicable to this pernicious 
sect. He observed that such was their devilish obstinacy in error, that 
even the little children, the sucking babes, were hardened and desperate 
heretics. He affirmed that no man, without Heaven’s especial warrant, 
should attempt their conversion, lest while he lent his hand to draw them 
from the slough, he should himself be precipitated into its lowest depths. 

The sands of the second hour were principally in the lower half of the 
glass when the sermon concluded. An approving murmur followed, and 
the clergyman, having given out a hymn, took his seat with much self- 
congratulation, and endeavored to read the effect of his eloquence in the 
visages of the people. But while voices from all parts of the house were 
tuning themselves to sing, a scene occurred, which, though not very un- 
usual at that period in the province, happened to be without precedent in 
this parish. 

The muffled female, who had hitherto sat motionless in the front rank 
of the audience, now arose, and with slow, stately, and unwavering step, 
ascended the pulpit stairs. The quiverings of incipient harmony were 
hushed, and the divine sat in speechless and almost terrified astonish- 
ment, while she undid the door, and stood up in the sacred desk from 
which his maledictions had just been thundered. She then divested her- 
self of the cloak and hood, and appeared in a most singular array. A 
shapeless robe of sackcloth was girded about her waist with a knotted 
cord ; her raven hair fell down upon her shoulders, and its blackness was 
defiled by pale streaks of ashes, which she had strown upon her head. Her 
eyebrows, dark and strongly defined, added to the deathly whiteness of a 
countenance, which, emaciated with want, and wild with enthusiasm and 
strange sorrows, retained no trace of earlier fefauty. This figure stood gaz- 
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ing earnestly on the audience, and there was no sound, nor any move- 
ment, except a faint shuddering which every man observed in his neigh- 
bor, but was scarcely conscious of in himself. At length, when her fit of 
inspiration came, she spoke, for the first few moments, in a low voice, and 
not invariably distinct utterance. Her discourse gave evidence of an imag- 
ination hopelessly entangled with her reason ; it was a vague and incom- 
prehensible rhapsody, which, however, seemed to spread its own atmos- 
phere round the hearer’s soul, and to move his feelings by some influence 
unconnected with the words. As she proceeded, beautiful but shadowy 
images would sometimes be seen, like bright things moving in a turbid 
river; or a strong and singularly-shaped idea leap)ed forth, and seized at 
once on the understanding or the heart. But the course of her unearthly 
eloquence soon led her to the persecutions of her sect, and from thence 
the step was short to her own peculiar sorrows. She was naturally a 
woman of mighty passions, and hatred and revenge now wrapped them- 
selves in the garb of piety; the character of her speech was changed, her 
images became distinct though wild, and her denunciations had an almost 
hellish bitterness. 

'^The Governor and his mighty men,” she said, ‘^have gathered togeth- 
er, taking counsel among themselves and saying, ‘What shall we do unto 
this people — even unto the people that have come into this land to put 
our iniquity to the blush?’ And lo! the devil entereth into the council 
chamber, Iflce a lame man of low stature and gravely apparelled, with a 
dark and twisted countenance, and a bright, downcast eye. And he stand- 
eth up among the rulers; yea, he goeth to and fro, whispering to each; 
and every man lends his ear, for his word is ‘Slay, slay!’ But I say unto 
ye. Woe to them that slay! Woe to them that shed the blood of saints! 
Woe to them that have slain the husband, and cast forth the child, the 
tender infant, to wander homeless and hungry and cold, till he die; and 
have saved the mother alive, in the cruelty of their tender mercies! W'oe 
to them in their lifetime! cursed are they in the delight and pleasure of 
their hearts! Woe to them in their death hour, whether it come swiftly 
with blood and violence, or after long and lingering pain! Woe, in the 
dark house, in the rottenness of the grave, when the children’s children 
shall revile the ashes of the fathers! Woe, woe, woe, at the judgment, 
when all the persecuted and all the slain in this bloody land, and the 
father, the mother, and the child, shall await them in a day that they can- 
not escape! Seed of the faith, seed of the faith, ye whose hearts are mov- 
ing with a power that ye know not, arise, wash your hands of this innocent 
blood! Lift your voices, chosen ones; cry aloud, and call down a woe and 
a judgment with me! ” 

Having thus given vent to the flood of malignity which she mistook for 
inspiration, the speaker was silent. Her voice was succeeded by the hys- 
twic shrieks of several women, but the feelings of the audience gener^ly 
had not been drawn onward in the current with her own. They remained 
stupefied, stranded as it were, in the midst of a torrent, which deafened 
them by its roaring, but might not move them by its violence^ The clergy- 
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man, who could not hitherto have ejected the usurper of his pulpit other- 
wise than by bodily force, now addressed her in the tone of just indigna- 
tion and legitimate authority. 

'‘Get you down, woman, from the holy place which you profane,^’ he 
said. ^'Is it to the Lord’s house that you come to pour forth the foulness of 
your heart and the inspiration of the devil? Get you down, and remember 
that the sentence of death is on you; yea, and shall be executed, were it 
but for this day’s workl ” 

go, friend, I go, for the voice hath had its utterance,” replied she, in 
a depressed and even mild tone. “I have done my mission unto thee and 
to thy people. Reward me with stripes, imprisonment, or death, as ye 
shall be permitted.” 

The weakness of exhausted passion caused her steps to totter as she de- 
scended the pulpit stairs. The people, in the mean while, were stirring to 
and fro on the floor of the house, whisp>ering among themselves, and 
glancing towards the intruder. Many of them now recognized heir as the 
woman who had assaulted the Gov^ernor with frightful language as he 
passed by the window of her prison; they knew, also, that she was ad- 
judged to suffer death, and had been preserved only by an involuntary 
banishment into the wilderness. The new outrage, by which she had pro- 
voked her fate, seemed to render further lenity impossible ; and a gentle- 
man in military dress, with a stout man of inferior rank, drew towards the 
door of the meeting-house, and awaited her approach. 

Scarcely did her feet press the floor, however, when an unexpected 
scene occurred. In that moment of her peril, when every eye frowned with 
death, a little timid boy pressed forth, and thiew his arms round his 
mother. 

‘T am here, mother; it is I, and I will go with thee to prison,” he ex- 
claimed. 

She gazed at him with a doubtful and almost frightened expression, for 
she knew that the boy had been cast out to perish, and she had not hoped 
to see his face again. She feared, perhaps, that it was but one of the happy 
visions with which her excited fancy had often deceived her, in the soli- 
tude of the desert or in prison. But when she felt his hand warm within 
her own, and heard his little eloquence of childish love, she began to know 
that she was yet a mother. 

‘‘Blessed art thou, my son,” she sobbed. “My heart was withered; yea, 
dead with thee and with thy father; and now it leaps as in the first mo- 
ment when I pressed thee to my bosom.” 

She knelt down and embraced him again and again, while the joy that 
could find no words expressed itself in broken accents, like the bubbles 
gushing up to vanish at the surface of a deep fountain. The sorrows of 
past years, and the darker peril that was nigh, cast not a shadow on the 
brightness of that fleeting moment. Soon, however, the spectators saw a 
change upon her face, as the consciousness of her sad estate returned, and 
grief supplied the fount of tears which joy had opened. By the words shf 
uttered, it would seem that the indulgence of natural love had given het 
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mind a momentary sense of its errors, and made her know bow far she had 
strayed from duty in following the dictates of a wild fanaticism. 

'^In a doleful hour art thou returned to me, poor boy/^ she said, ^^for 
thy mother’s path has gone darkening onward, till now the end is death. 
Son, son, I have borne thee in my arms when my limbs were tottering, 
and I have fed thee with the food that I was fainting for; yet I have ill 
performed a mother’s part by thee in life, and now I leave thee no inherit- 
ance but woe and shame. Thou wilt go seeking through the world, and 
find all hearts closed against thee and their sweet affections turned to bit- 
terness for my sake. My child, my child, how many a pang awaits thy 
gentle spirit, and I the cause of all! ” 

She hid her face on Ilbrahim’s head, and her long, raven hair, discol- 
ored with the ashes of her mourning, fell down about him like a veil. A 
low and interrupted moan was the voice of her heart’s anguish, and it did 
not fail to move the S3mipathies of many who mistook their involuntary 
virtue for a sin. Sobs were audible in the female section of the house, and 
every man who was a father drew his hand across his eyes. Tobias Pear- 
son was agitated and uneasy, but a certain feeling like the consciousness 
of guilt oppressed him, so that he could not go forth and offer himself as 
the protector of the child. Dorothy, however, had watched her husband’s 
eye. Her mind was free from the influence that had begun to work on his, 
and she drew near the Quaker woman, and addressed her in the hearing of 
all the congregation. 

“Stranger, trust this boy to me, and I will be his mother,” she said, tak- 
ing Ilbrahim’s hand, “Providence has signally marked out my husband to 
protect him, and he has fed at our table and lodged under our roof now 
many days, till our hearts have grown very strongly unto him. Leave the 
tender child with us, and be at ease concerning his welfare.” 

The Quaker rose from the ground, but drew the boy closer to her, while 
she gazed earnestly in Dorothy’s face. Her mild but saddened features, 
and neat matronly attire, harmonized together, and were like a verse of 
fireside poetry. Her very aspect proved that she was blameless, so far as 
mortal could be so, in respect to God and man; while the enthusiast, in 
her robe of sackcloth and girdle of knotted cord, had as evidently violated 
the duties of the present life and the future, by fixing her attention wholly 
on the latter. The two females, as they held each a hand of Ilbrahim, 
formed a practical allegory; it was rational piety and unbridled fanati- 
cism contending for the empire of a young heart. 

“Thou art not of our people,” said the Quaker, mournfully. 

“No, we are not of your people,” replied Dorothy, with mildness, “but 
we are Christians, looking upward to the same heaven with you. Doubt 
not that your boy shall meet you there, if there be a blessing on our ten- 
der and prayerful guidance of him. Thither, I trust, my own children have 
gone before me, for I also have been a mother; I am no longer so,” she 
added, in a faltering tone, “and your son will have all my care.” 

“But will ye lead him in the path which his parents have trodden?” de- 
manded the Quaker. “Can ye teach him the enlightened faith which his 
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lather has died for, and for which I, even I, am soon to become an un- 
worthy martyr? The boy has been baptized in blood; will ye keep the 
mark fresh and ruddy upon his forehead?’’ 

will not deceive you,” answered Dorothy. ^Tf your child become our 
child, we must breed him up in the instruction which Heaven has impart- 
ed to us; we must pray for him the prayers of our own faith; we must do 
towards him according to the dictates of our own consciences, and not of 
yours. Were we to act otherwise, we should abuse your trust, even in com- 
plying with your wishes.” 

The mother looked down upon her boy with a troubled countenance, 
and then turned her eyes upward to heaven. She seemed to pray inter- 
nally, and the contention of her soul was evident. 

“Friend,” she said at length to Dorothy, “I doubt not that my son shall 
receive all earthly tenderness at th> hands. Nay, I will believe that even 
thy imperfect lights may guide him to a better world, for surely thou art 
on the path thither. But thou hast spoken of a husband. Doth he stand 
here among this multitude of peof^le? Let him come forth, for I must 
know to whom I commit this most p* ecious trust.” 

She turned her face upon the malo auditors, and after a momentary de- 
lay, Tobias Pearson came forth from among them. The Quaker saw the 
dress which marked his military rank, and shook her head ; but then she 
noted the hesitating air, the eyes that struggled with her own, and were 
vanquished; the color that went and came, and could find no resting- 
place. As she gazed, an unmirthful smile spread over her features, like 
sunshine that grows melancholy in some desolate spot. Her lips moved 
inaudibly, but at length she spake. 

“I hear it, I hear it. The voice speaketh within me and saith, ‘Leave thy 
child, Catharine, for his place is here, and go hence, for I have other work 
for thee. Break the bonds of natural affection, martyr thy love, and know 
that in all these things eternal wisdom hath its ends.’ I go, friends; I go. 
Take ye my boy, my precious jewel. I go hence, trusting that all shall be 
well, and that even for his infant hands there is a labor in the vineyard.” 

She knelt down and whispered to Ilbrahim, who at first struggled and 
clung to his mother, with sobs and tears, but remained passive when she 
had kissed his cheek and arisen from the ground. Having held her hands 
over his head in mental prayer, she was ready to depart. 

“Farewell, friends in mine extremity,” she said to Pearson and his 
wife; “the good deed ye have done me is a treasure laid up in heaven, to 
be returned a thousand-fold hereafter. And farewell ye, mine enemies, to 
whom it is not permitted to harm so much as a hair of my head, nor to stay 
my footsteps even for a moment. The day is coming when ye shall call 
upon me to witness for ye to this one sin uncommitted, and I will rise up 
and answer.” 

She turned her steps towards the door, and the men, who had stationed 
themselves to guard it, withdrew, and suffered her to pass. A general sen- 
timent of pity overcame the virulence of religious hatred. Sanctified by 
her love and her affliction, she went forth, and all the people gazed after 
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her till she had journeyed up the hill, and was lost behind its brow. She 
went, the apostle of her own unquiet heart, to renew the wanderings of 
past years. For her voice had been already heard in many lands of Chris- 
tendom; and she had pined in the cells of a Catholic Inquisition before 
she felt the lash and lay in the dungeons of the Puritans. Her mission had 
extended also to the followers of the Prophet, and from them she ha"^ re- 
ceived the courtesy and kindness which all the contending sects of our 
purer religion united to deny her. Her husband and herself had resided 
many months in Turkey, where even the Sultan’s countenance was gra- 
cious to them; in that pagan land, too, was Ilbrahim’s birthplace, and 
his oriental name was a mark of gratitude for the good deeds of an un- 
oeliever. 


When Pearson and his wife had thus acquired all the rights over Ilbra- 
him that could be delegated, their affection for him became like the mem- 
ory of their native land, or their mild sorrow for the dead, a piece of the 
Immovable furniture of their hearts. The boy, also, after a week or two of 
mental disquiet, began to gratify his protectors by many inadvertent 
proofs that he considered them as parents, and their house as home. Be- 
fore the winter snows were melted, the persecuted infant, the little wan- 
derer from a remote and heathen country, seemed native in the New Eng- 
land cottage, and inseparable from the warmth and security of its hearth. 
Under the influence of kind treatment, and in the consciousness that he 
Was loved, Ilbrahim’s demeanor lost a premature manliness, which had 
resulted from his earlier situation; he became more childlike, and his 
natural character displayed itself with freedom. It was in many respects 
a beautiful one, yet the disordered imaginations of both his father and 
mother had perhaps propagated a certain unhealthiness in the mind of 
the boy. In his general state, Ilbrahim would derive enjoyment from the 
most trifling events, and from every object about him; he seemed to dis 
cover rich treasures of happiness, by a faculty analogous to that of the 
witch hazel, which points to hidden gold where all is barren to the eye. 
His airy gayety, coming to him from a thousand sources, communicated 
itself to the family, and Ilbrahim was like a domesticated sunbeam, 
brightening moody countenances, and chasing away the gloom from the 
dark corners of the cottage. 

On the other hand, as the susceptibility of pleasure is also that of pain, 
the exuberant cheerfulness of the boy’s prevailing temper sometimes 
yielded to moments of deep depression. His sorrows could not always be 
followed up to their origind source, but most frequently they appeared to 
flow, though Ilbrahim was young to be sad for such a cause, from wound- 
ed love. The flightiness of his mirth rendered him often guilty of offences 
against the decorum of a Puritan household, and on these occasions he 
did not invariably escape rebuke. But the slightest word of real bitterness, 
which he was infallible in distinguishing from pretended anger, seemed to 
sink into his heart and poison ^1 his enjoyments, till he became sensible 



THE GENTLE BOY 


905 

that he was entirely forgiven. Of the malice, which generally accompanies 
a superfluity of sensitiveness, Ilbrahim was altogether destitute: when 
trodden upon, he would not turn; when wounded, he could but die. His 
mind was wanting in the stamina for self-support; it was a plant that 
would twine beautifully round something stronger than itself, but if re- 
pulsed, or torn away, it had no choice but to wither on the ground. Doro- 
thy’s acuteness taught her that severity would crush the spirit of the 
child, and she nurtured him with the gentle care of one who handles a 
butterfly. Her husband manifested an equal affection, although it grew 
daily less productive of familiar caresses. 

The feelings of the neighboring people, in regard to the Quaker infant 
and his protectors, had not undergone a favorable change, in spile of the 
momentary triumph which the desolate mother had obtained over their 
sympathies. The scorn and bitternc ss, of which he was the object, were 
very grievous to Ilbrahim, especial- y when any circumstance made him 
sensible that the children, his equals in age, partook of the enmity of their 
parents. His tender and social nature had already overflowed in attach- 
ments to everything about him, and still there was a residue of unappro- 
priated love, which he yearned to bestow upon the little ones who were 
taught to hate him. As the warm days of spring came on, Ilbrahim was 
accustomed to remain for hours, silent and inactive, within hearing of the 
children’s voices at their play; yet, with his usual delicacy of feeling, he 
avoided their notice, and would flee and hide himself from the smallest 
individual among them. Chance, however, at length seemed to open a 
medium of communication between his heart and theirs; it was by means 
of a boy about two years older than Ilbrahim, who was injured by a fall 
from a tree in the vicinity of Pearson’s habitation. As the sufferer’s own 
home was at some distance, Dorothy willingly received him under her 
roof, and became his tender and careful nurse. 

Ilbrahim was the unconscious possessor of much skill in physiognomy, 
and it would have deterred him, in other circumstances, from attempting 
to make a friend of this boy. The countenance of the latter immediately 
impressed a beholder disagreeably, but it required some examination to 
discover that the cause was a very slight distortion of the mouth, and the 
irregular, broken line, and near approach of the eyebrows. Analogous, 
perhaps, to these trifling deformities, was an almost imperceptible twist 
of every joint, and the uneven prominence of the breast; forming a body, 
regular in its general outline, but faulty in almost all its details. The dis- 
position of the boy was sullen and reserved, and the village schoolmaster 
stigmatized him as obtuse in intellect; although, at a later period of life, 
he evinced ambition and very peculiar talents. But whatever might be his 
personal or moral irregularities, Ilbrahim’s heart seized upon, and clung 
to him, from the moment that he was brought wounded into the cottage; 
the child of persecution seemed to compare his own fate with that of the 
sufferer, and to feel that even different modes of misfortune had created a 
sort of relationship between them. Food, rest, and the fresh air, for which 
he languished, were neglected; he nestled continually by the bedside of 
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the littk stranger, and, with a fond jeabusy, endeavored to be the med* 
ium of all the cares that were bestowed upon him. As the boy became con- 
valescent, Ilbrahim contrived games suitable to his situation, or amused 
him by a faculty which he had perhaps breathed in with the air of his bar- 
baric birthplace. It was that of reciting imaginary adventures, on the spur 
of the moment, and apparently in inexhaustible succession. His tales :/ere 
of course monstrous, disjointed, and without aim ; but they were curious 
on account of a vein of human tenderness which ran through them all, 
and was like a sweet, familiar face, encountered in the midst of wild and 
unearthly scenery. The auditor paid much attention to these romances, 
and sometimes interrupted them by brief remarks upon the incidents, dis- 
playing shrewdness above his years, mingled with a moral obliquity which 
grated very harshly against Ilbrahim’s instinctive rectitude. Nothing, 
however, could arrest the progress of the latter’s affection, and there were 
many proofs that it met with a response from the dark and stubborn na- 
ture c«i which it was lavished. The boy’s parents at length removed him, 
to complete his cure under their own roof. 

Ilbrahim did not visit his new friend after his departure; but he made 
anxious and continual inquiries respecting him, and informed himself of 
the day when he was to reappear among his pla5miates. On a pleasant 
summer afternoon, the children of the neighborhood had assembled in the 
little forest-crowned amphitheatre behind the meeting-house, and the re- 
covering invalid was there, leaning on a staff. The glee of a score of un- 
tainted bosoms was heard in light and airy voices, which danced among 
the trees like sunshine become audible; the grown men of this weary 
world, as they journeyed by the spot, marvelled why life, beginning in 
such brightness, should proceed in gloom; and their hearts, or their imag- 
inations, answered them and said, that the bliss of childhood gushes from 
its innocence. But it happened that an unexpected addition was made to 
the heavenly little band. It was Ilbrahim, who came towards the children 
with a look of sweet confidence on his fair and spiritual face, as if, hav- 
ing manifested his love to one of them, he had no longer to fear a repulse 
from their society. A hush came over their mirth the moment they beheld 
him, and they stood whispering to each other while he drew nigh ; but, all 
at O Qce, the devil of their fathers entered into, the unbreeched fanatics, 
and soiding up a fierce, shrill try, they rushed upon the poor Quaker 
child. In an instant, he was the centre of a brood of baby-fiends, who lift- 
ed sticks against him, pelted him with stones, and displayed an instinct of 
destruction far more loathsome than the bloodthirstiness of manhood. 

The invalid, in the meanwhile, stood apart from the tumult, crying out 
with a loud voice, ^Tear not, Ilbrahim, come hither and take my hand;” 
and his unhappy friend endeavored to obey him. After watching the vic- 
tim’s struggling approach with a calm smile and unabashed eye, the foul- 
hearted little villain lifted his staff and struck Ilbrahim on the mouth, so 
forcibly that the blood issued in a stream. The poor child’s arms had been 
raised to guard his head from the storm of blows; but now he dropped 
them at once. His persecutors beat him down, trampled upon him, 
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dragged him by his long, fair locks, and Ilbrahim was on the point of be- 
coming as veritable a martyr as ever entered bleeding into heaven. The 
uproar, however, attracted the notice of a few neighbors, who put them- 
selves to the trouble of rescuing the little heretic, and of conveying him 
to Pearson’s door. 

Ilbrahim’s bodily harm was severe, but long and careful nursing ac- 
complished his recovery; the injury done to his sensitive spirit was more 
serious, though not so visible. Its signs were principally of a negative 
character, and to be discovered only by those who had previously Imown 
him. His gait was thenceforth slow, even, and unvaried by the sudden 
bursts of sprightlier motion, which had once corresponded to his over- 
flowing gladness; his countenance was heavier, and its former play of ex-, 
pression, the dance of sunshine reflected from moving water, was de- 
stroyed by the cloud over his existence; his notice was attracted in a far 
less degree by passing events, and he appeared to find greater difficulty in 
comprehending what was new to him than at a happier period. A stranger, 
founding his judgment upon these circumstances, would have said that 
the dulness of the child's intellect v idely contradicted the promise of his 
features ; but the secret was in the d irection of Ilbrahim’s thoughts, which 
were brooding within him when the/ should naturally have been wander- 
ing abroad. An attempt of Dorothy to revive his former sportiveness was 
the single occasion on which his quiet demeanor yielded to a violent dis- 
play of grief ; he burst into passionate weeping, and ran and hid himself, 
for his heart had become so miserably sore that even the hand of kindness 
tortured it like fire. Sometimes, at night and probably in his dreams, he 
was heard to cry ^‘Mother! Mother!” as if her place, which a stranger 
had supplied while Ilbrahim was happy, admitted of no substitute in his 
extreme affliction. Perhaps, among the many life-weary wretches then 
upon the earth, there was not one who combined innocence and misery 
like this poor, broken-hearted infant, so soon the victim of his own heav- 
enly nature. 

While this melancholy change had taken place in Ilbrahim, one of an 
earlier origin and of different character had come to its perfection in his 
adopted father. The incident with which this tale commences found Pear- 
son in a state of religious dulness, yet mentally disquieted, and longing 
for a more fervid faith than he possessed. The first effect of his kindness 
to Ilbrahim was to produce a softened feeling, and incipient love for the 
child’s whole sect; but joined to this, and resulting perhaps from self-sus- 
picion, was a proud and ostentatious contempt of all their tenets and prac- 
tical extravagances. In the course of much thought, however, for the sub- 
ject struggled irresistibly into his mind, the foolishness of the doctrine be- 
gan to be less evident, and the points which had particularly offended his 
reason assumed another aspect, or vanished entirely away. The work 
within him appeared to go on even while he slept, and that which had 
been a doubt, when he lay down to rest, would often hold the place of a 
truth, confirmed by some forgotten demonstration, when he recalled hil 
thoughts in the morning. But while he was thus becoming assimilated to 
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the enthusiasts, his contempt, in nowise decreasing towards them, grew 
very fierce against himself ; he imagined, also, that every face of his ac- 
quaintance wore a sneer, and that every word addressed to him was a 
gibe. Such was his state of mind at the period of Ilbrahim’s misfortune ; 
and the emotions consequent upon that event completed the change, of 
which the child had been the original instrument. 

In the mean time,' neither the fierceness of the persecutors, nor the in- 
fatuation of their victims, had decreased. The dungeons were never 
empty; the streets of almost every village echoed daily with the lash; the 
life of a woman, whose mild and Christian spirit no cruelty could embit- 
ter, had been sacrificed ; and more innocent blood was yet to pollute the 
bands that were so often raised in prayer. Early after the Restoration, 
the English Quakers represented to Charles II. that a “vein of blood was 
open in his dominions;” but though the displeasure of the voluptuous 
king was roused, his interference was not prompt. And now the tale must 
stride forward over many months, leaving Pearson to encounter ignominy 
•and misfortune; his wife to a firm endurance of a thousand sorrows; poor 
Ilbrahim to pine and droop like a cankered rosebud; his mother to wan- 
der on a mistaken errand, neglectful of the holiest trust which can be 
committed to a woman. 


A winter evening, a night of storm, had darkened over Pearson s habi- 
tation, and there were no cheerful faces to drive the gloom from his broad 
hearth. The fire, it is true, sent forth a glowing heat and a ruddy light, 
and large logs, dripping with half-melted snow, lay ready to be cast upon 
the embers. But the apartment was saddened in its aspect by the absence 
of much of the homely wealth which had once adorned it; for the exac- 
tion of repeated fines, and his own neglect of temporal affairs, had greatly 
impoverished the owner. And with the furniture of peace, the implements 
of war had likewise disappeared; the sword was broken, the helm and 
cuirass were cast away forever; the soldier had done with battles, and 
might not lift so much as his naked hand to guard his head. But the Holy 
Book remained, and the table on which it rested was drawn before the 
fire, while two of the persecuted sect sought comfort from its pages. 

He who listened, while the other read, was the master of the house, now 
emaciated in form, and altered as to the expression and healthiness of his 
countenance; for his mind had dwelt too long among visionary thoughts, 
and his body had been worn by imprisonment and stripes. The hale and 
weather-beaten old man who sat beside him had sustained less injury 
from a far longer course of the same mode of life. In person he was tall 
and dignified, and, which alone would have made him hateful to the Pur- 
itans, his gray locks fell from beneath the broad-brimmed hat, and rested 
on his shoulders. As the old man read the sacred page the snow drifted 
against the windows, or eddied in at the crevices of the door, while a blast 
kept laughing in the chimney, and the blaze leaped fiercely up to seek it. 
And sometimes, when the wind struck the hill at a certain angle, and 
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swept down by the cottage across the wintry plain, its voice was the most 
doleful that can be conceived; it came as if the Past were speaking, as if 
the Dead had contributed each a whisper, as if the Desolation of Ages 
were breathed in that one lamenting sound. 

The Quaker at length closed the book, retaining however his hand be- 
tween the pages which he had been reading, while he looked steadfastly at 
Pearson. The attitude and features of the latter might have indicated the 
endurance of bodily pain; he leaned his forehead on his hands, his teeth 
were firmly closed, and his frame was tremulous at intervals with a ner- 
vous agitation. 

“Friend Tobias,” inquired the old man, compassionately, “hast thou 
found no comfort in these many blessed passages of Scripture?” 

“Thy voice has fallen on my ear like a sound afar off and indistinct,” 
replied Pearson without lifting his eves. “Yea, and when I have hearkened 
carefully the words seemed cold ai d lifeless, and intended for another 
and a lesser grief than mine. Remo .^e the book,” he added, in a tone of 
sullen bitterness. “I have no part in its consolations, and they do but fret 
my sorrow the more.” 

“Nay, feeble brother, be not as one who hath never known the light,” 
said the elder Quaker earnestly, but with mildness. “Art thou he that 
wouldst be content to give all, and endure all, for conscience^ sake; desir- 
ing even peculiar trials, that thy faith might be purified and thy heart 
weaned from worldly desires? And wilt thou sink beneath an affliction 
which happens alike to them that have their portion here below, and to 
them that lay up treasure in heaven? Faint not, for thy burden is yet 
light.” 

“It is heavy! It is heavier than I can bear!” exclaimed Pearson, with 
the impatience of a variable spirit. “From my youth upward I have been 
a man marked out for wrath ; and year by year, yea, day after day, I have 
endured sorrows such as others know not in their lifetime. And now I 
speak not of the love that has been turned to hatred, the honor to ig- 
nominy, the ease and plentifulness of all things to danger, want, and 
nakedness. All this I could have borne, and counted myself blessed. But 
when my heart was desolate with many losses I fixed it upon the child of a 
stranger, and he became dearer to me than all my buried ones ; and now 
he too must die as if my love were poison. Verily, I am an accursed man, 
and I will lay me down in the dust and lift up my head no more.” 

“Thou sinnest, brother, but it is not for me to rebuke thee; for I also 
have had my hours of darkness, wherein I have murmured against the 
cross,” said the old Quaker. He continued, perhaps in the hope of dis- 
tracting his companion’s thoughts from his own sorrows. “Even of late 
was the light obscured within me, when the men of blood had banished me 
on pain of death, and the constables led me onward from village to vil- 
lage towards the wilderness. A strong and cruel hand was wielding the 
knotted cords; they sunk deep into the flesh, and thou mightst have 
tracked every reel and totter of my footsteps by the blood that followed. 
As we went on” — 



90^ THE WORKS OF HAWTHORNE 

‘‘Have I not borne all this; and have I murmured?^’ interrupted Pear- 
son impatiently. 

“Nay, frien^ but hear me,” continued the other. “As we journeyed on, 
night darkened on our path, so that no man could see the rage of the per- 
secutors or the constancy of my endurance, though Heaven forbid that I 
should glory therein. The lights began to glimmer in the cottage wir lows, 
and I could discern the inmates as they gathered in comfort and security, 
every man with his wife and children by their own evening hearth. At 
length we came to a tract of fertile land; in the dim light, the forest was 
not visible around it; and behold! there was a straw-thatched dwelling, 
which bore the very aspect of my home, far over the wild ocean, far in our 
own England. Then came bitter thoughts upon me; yea, remembrances 
that were like death to my soul. The happiness of my early days was 
painted to me; the disquiet of my manhood, the altered faith of my de- 
clining years. I remembered how I had been moved to go forth a wanderer 
when my daughter, the youngest, the dearest of my flock, lay on her dy- 
ing bed, and” — 

“Couldst thou obey the command at such a moment?” exclaimed Pear- 
son, shuddering. 

“Yea, yea,” replied the old man hurriedly. “I was kneeling by her bed- 
side when the voice spoke loud within me; but immediately I rose, and 
!:ook my staff, and gat me gone. Oh! that it were permitted me to forget 
her woful look when I thus withdrew my arm, and left her journeying 
through the dark valley alone! for her soul was faint, and she had leaned 
upon my prayers. Now in that night of horror I was assailed by the 
thought that I had been an erring Christian and a cruel parent; yea, even 
my daughter, with her pale, dying features, seemed to stand by me and 
whisper, ‘Father, you are deceived; go home and shelter your gray head.^ 
O Thou, to whom I have looked in my farthest wanderings,” continued 
the Quaker, raising his agitated eyes to heaven, “inflict not upon the 
bloodiest of our persecutors the immitigated agony of my soul, when I 
believed that all I had done and suffered for Thee was at the instigation 
of a mocking fiend! But I yielded not; I knelt down and wrestled with 
the tempter, while the scourge bit more fiercely into the flesh. My prayer 
was heard, and I went on in peace and joy towards the wilderness.” 

The old man, though his fanaticism had generally all the calmness of 
reason, was deeply moved while reciting this tale; and his unwonted emo- 
tion seemed to rebuke and keep down that of his companion. They sat in 
silence, with their faces to the fire, imagining, perhaps, in its red embers 
new scenes of persecution yet to be encountered. The snow still drifted 
hard against the windows, and sometimes, as the blaze of the logs had 
gradually sunk, came down the spacious chimney and hissed upon the 
hearth. A cautious footstep might now and then be heard in a neighbor- 
ing apartment, and the sound invariably drew the eyes of both Quakers 
to the door which led thither. When a fierce and riotous gust of wind had 
led his thoughts, by a natural association, to homeless travellers on such a 
night, Pearson resumed the conversation. 
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have well-nigh sunk under my own share of this trial/’ observed he, 
sighing heavily; “yet I would that it might be doubled to me, if so the 
child’s mother could be spared. Her wounds have been deep and many, 
but this will be the sorest of all.” 

“Fear not for Catharine,” replied the old Quaker, “for I know that val- 
iant woman, and have seen how she can bear the cross. A mother’s heart, 
indeed, is strong in her, and may seem to contend mightily with her faith; 
but soon she will stand up and give thanks that her son has been thus 
early an accepted sacrifice. The boy hath done his work, and she will feel 
that he is taken hence in kindness both to him and her. Blessed, blessed 
are they that with so little suffering can enter into peace! ” 

The fitful rush of the wind was now disturbed by a portentous sound; 
it was a quick and heavy knocking at the outer door. Pearson’s wan coun- 
tenance grew paler, for many a vish of persecution had taught him whaf 
to dread; the old man, on the othei hand, stood up erect, and his glance 
was firm as that of the tried soldier who awaits his enemy. 

“The men of blood have come to seek me,” he observed with calmness 
“They have heard how I was mo^ed to return from banishment; and 
now am I to be led to prison, and thence to death. It is an end I have long 
looked for. I will open unto them, lest they say, Xo, he feareth! ’ ” 

“Nay, I will present myself before them,” said Pearson, with recovered 
fortitude. “It may be that they seek me alone, and know not that thou 
abidest with me.” 

“Let us go boldly, both one and the other,” rejoined his companion. “It 
is not fitting that thou or I should shrink.” 

They therefore proceeded through the entry to the door, which they 
opened, bidding the applicant “Come in, in God’s name! ” A furious blast 
of wind drove the storm into their faces, and extinguished the lamp; they 
had barely time to discern a figure, so white from head to foot with the 
drifted snow that it seemed like Winter’s self, come in human shape, to 
seek refuge from its own desolation. 

“Enter, friend, and do thy errand, be it what it may,” said Pearson. “It 
must needs be pressing, since thou comest on such a bitter night.” 

“Peace be with this household,” said the stranger, when they stood on 
the floor of the inner apartment. 

Pearson started, the elder Quaker stirred the slumbering embers of the 
fire till they sent up a clear and lofty blaze; it was a female voice that had 
spoken; it was a female form that shone out, cold and wintry, in that 
comfortable light. 

“Catharine, blessed woman!” exclaimed the old man, “art thou come 
to this darkened land again? art thou come to bear a valiant testimony af 
in former years? The scourge hath not prevailed against thee, and from 
the dungeon hast thou come forth triumphant; but strengthen, strengthen 
now thy heart, Catharine, for Heaven will prove thee yet this once, ere 
thou go to thy reward.” 

“Rejoice, friends! ” she replied. “Thou who hast long been of our peo- 
ple, and thou whom a little child hath led to us, rejoice! Lo! I come, the 
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messenger of glad tidings, for the day of persecution is overpast. The 
heart of the king, even Charles, hath been moved in gentleness towards 
us, and he hath sent forth his letters to stay the hands of the men of 
blood. A ship’s company of our friends hath arrived at yonder town, and I 
also sailed joyfully among them.” 

As Catharine spoke, her eyes were roaming about the room, in r ;arch 
of him for whose sake security was dear to her. Pearson made a silent ap- 
peal to the old man, nor did the latter shrink from the painful task as- 
signed him. • 

“Sister,” he began, in a softened yet perfectly calm tone, “thou tellest 
us of His love, manifested in temporal good; and now must we speak to 
thee of that selfsame love, displayed in chastenings. Hitherto, Catharine, 
thou hast been as one journeying in a darksome and difficult path, and 
leading an infant by the hand ; fain wouldst thou have looked heavenward 
continually, but still the cares of that little child have drawn thine eyes 
and thy affections to the earth. Sister! go on rejoicing, for his tottering 
footsteps shall impede thine own no more.” 

But the unhappy mother was not thus to be consoled ; she shook like a 
leaf, she turned white as the very snow that hung drifted into her hair. 
The firm old man extended his hand and held her up, keeping his eye 
upon hers, as if to repress any outbreak of passion. 

“I am a woman, I am but a woman; will He try me above my 
strength?” said Catharine very quickly, and almost in a whisper. “I have 
been wounded sore; I have suffered much; many things in the body; 
many in the mind; crucified in myself, and in them that were dearest to 
me. Surely,” added she, with a long shudder, “He hath spared me in this 
one thing.” She broke forth with sudden and irrepressible violence. “Tell 
me, man of cold heart, what has God done to me? Hath He cast me down, 
never to rise again? Hath He crushed my very heart in his hand? And 
thou, to whom I committed my child, how hast thou fulfilled thy trust? 
Give me back the boy, well, sound, alive, alive; or earth and Heaven shall 
avenge me!” 

The agonized shriek of Catharine was answered by the faint, the very 
faint, voice of a child. 

On this day it had become evident to Pearson, to his aged guest, and to 
Dorothy, that Ilbrahim’s brief and troubled pilgrimage drew near its 
close. The two former would willingly have remained by him, to make use 
of the prayers and pious discourses which they deemed appropriate to the 
time, and which, if they be impotent as to the departing traveller’s recep- 
tion in the world whither he goes, may at least sustain him in bidding 
adieu to earth. But though Ilbrahim uttered no complaint, he was dis- 
turbed by the faces that looked upon him; so that Dorothy’s entreaties, 
and their own conviction that the child’s feet might tread heaven’s pave- 
ment and not soil it, had induced the two Quakers to remove. Ilbrahim 
then closed his eyes and grew calm, and, except for now and then a kind 
and low word to his nurse, might have been thought to slumber. As night- 
fall came on, however, and the storm began to rise, something seemed to 
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trouble the repose of the boy’s mind, and to render his sense of hearing 
active and acute. If a passing wind lingered to shake the casement, he 
strove to turn his head towards it ; if the door jarred to and fro upon its 
hinges, he looked long and anxiously thitherward; if the heavy voice of 
the old man, as he read the Scriptures, rose but a little higher, the child 
almost held his dying breath to listen; if a snow-drift swept by the cot- 
tage, with a sound like the trailing of a garment, Ilbrahim seemed to 
watch that some visitant should enter. 

But, after a little time, he relinquished whatever secret hope had agi- 
tated him, and with one low, complaining whisper, turned his cheek upon 
the pillow. He then addressed Doroihy with his usual sweetness, and be- 
sought her to draw near him; she did so, and Ilbrahim took her hand in 
both of his, grasping it with a gentk pressure, as if to assure himself that 
he retained it. At intervals, and without disturbing the repose of his coun- 
tenance, a very faint trembling pass<‘d over him from head to loot, as if a 
mild but somewhat cool wind had breathed upon him, and made him 
shiver. As the boy thus led her by the hand, in his quiet progress over the 
borders of eternity, Dorothy almost imagined that she could discern the 
near, though dim, delightfulness of he home he was about to reach; she 
would not have enticed the little wanderer back, though she bemoaned 
herself that she must leave him and ^eturn. But just when Ilbrahim’s feet 
were pressing on the soil of Paradise he heard a voice behind him, and it 
recalled him a few, few paces of the weary path which he had travelled. 
As Dorothy looked upon his features, she perceived that their placid ex- 
pression was again disturbed ; her own thoughts had been so wrapped in 
him, that all sounds of the storm, and of human speech, were lost to her; 
but when Catharine’s shriek pierced through the room, the boy strove to 
raise himself. 

Friend, she is come! Open unto her! ” cried he. 

In a moment his mother was kneeling by the bedside ; she drew Ilbra- 
him to her bosom, and he nestled there, with no violence of joy, but con- 
tentedly, as if he were hushing himself to sleep. He looked into her face, 
and reading its agony, said, with feeble earnestness, “Mourn not, dearest 
mother. I am happy now.” And with these words the gentle boy w^as dead. 


The king’s mandate to stay the New England persecutors was effectual 
in preventing further martyrdoms; but the colonial authorities, trusting 
in the remoteness of their situation, and perhaps in the supposed instabil- 
ity of the royal government, shortly renewed their severities in all other 
respects. Catharine’s fanaticism had become wilder by the sundering ol| 
all human ttes; and wherever a scourge was lifted there was she to receive 
the blow; and whenever a dungeon was unbarred thither she came, to 
cast herself upon the floor. But in process of time a more Christian spirit 
— a spirit of forbearance, though not of cordiality or approbation — ^began 
to pervade the land in regard to the persecuted sect. And then, when the 
rigid old Pilgrims eyed her rather in pity than in wrath ; when the matrons 
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fed her with the fragments of their children's food, and offered her a lodg- 
ing on a hard and lowly bed; when no little crowd of schoolboys left their 
sports to cast stones after the roving enthusiast; then did Catherine re- 
turn to Pearson’s dwelling and made that her home. 

As if Ilbrahim’s sweetness yet lingered round his ashes; as if his gentle 
^irit came down from heaven to teach his parent a true religion, her 
fierce and vindictive nature was softened by the same griefs which had 
once irritated it. When the course of years had made the features of the 
imobtrusive mourner familiar in the settlement, she became a subject of 
not deep, but general, interest; a being on whom the otherwise super- 
fluous sympathies of all might be bestowed. Every one spoke of her with 
that degree of pity which it is pleasant to experience; every one was ready 
to do her the little kindnesses which are not costly, yet manifest good will ; 
and when at last she died, a Icmg train of her once bitter persecutors fol- 
lowed her, with decent sadness and tears that were not painful, to her 
place by Ilbrahim’s green and sunken grave. 


MR. HIGGINBOTHAM’S CATASTROPHE 

A YOUNG fellow, a tobacco pedlar by trade, was on his way from Morris- 
town, where he had dealt largely with the Deacon of the Shaker settle- 
ment, to the village of Parker’s Falls, on Salmon River. He had a neat lit- 
tle cart, painted green, with a box of cigars depicted on each side panel, 
and an Indian chief, holding a pipe and a golden tobacco stalk, on the 
rear. The pedlar drove a smart little mare, and was a young man of ex- 
cellent character, keen at a bargain, but none the worse liked by the Yan- 
kees; who, as I have heard them say, would rather be shaved with a sharp 
razor than a dull one. Especially was he beloved by the pretty girls along 
the Connecticut, whose favor he used to court by presents of the best 
smoking tobacco in his stock; knowing well that the country lasses of 
New England are generally great performers on pipes. Moreover, as will 
be seen in the course of my story, the pedlar was inquisitive, and some- 
thing of a tattler, always itching to hear the news and anxious to tell it 
again. 

After an early breakfast at Morristown, the tobacco pedlar, whose 
name was Dominicus Pike, had travelled seven miles through a solitary 
piece of woods, without speaking a word to anybody but himself and his 
little gray mare. It being nearly seven o’clock, he was as eager to hold a 
morning gossip as a city shopkeeper to read the morning paper. An op- 
portunity seemed at hand when, after lighting a cigar with a sun-glass, he 
locked up, and perceived a man coming over the brow of the hill, at the 
foot of which the pedlar had stopped his green cart. Dominicus watched 
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him as he descended, and noticed that he carried a bundle over his should- 
er on the end of a stick, and travelled with a weary, yet determined pace. 
He did no! look as if he had started in the freshness of the morning, but 
had footed it all night, and meant to do the same all day. 

“Good morning, mister,’’ said Dominicus, when within speaking dis- 
tance. “You go a pretty good jog. What’s the latest news at Parker’s 
Falls?” 

The man pulled the broad brim of a gray hat over his eyes, and an- 
swered, rather sullenly, that he did not come from Parker’s Falls, which, 
as being the limit of his own day’s journey, the pedlar had naturally men- 
tioned in his inquiry. 

“Well then,” rejoined Dominicus Pike, “let’s have the latest news 
where you did come from. I’m not particular about Parker’s Falls. Any 
place will answer.” 

Being thus importuned, the trav( Her — ^who was as ill looking a fellow 
as one would desire to meet in a solitary piece of woods — ^appeared to 
hesitate a little, as if he was either searching his memory for news, or 
weighing the expediency of telling it . At last, mounting on the step of the 
cart, he whispered in the ear of Donnnicus, though he might have shouted 
aloud and no other mortal would have heard him. 

“I do remember one little trifle of news,” said he. “Old Mr. Higgin- 
botham, of Kimballton, was murdered in his orchard, at eight o’clock last 
night, by an Irishman and a nigger. They strung him up to the branch of 
a St. Michael’s pear-tree, where nobody would find him till the morning.” 

As soon as this horrible intelligence was communicated, the stranger 
betook himself to his journey again, with more speed than ever, not even 
turning his head when Dominicus invited him to smoke a Spanish cigar 
and relate all the particulars. The pedlar whistled to his mare and went 
up the hill, pondering on the doleful fate of Mr. Higginbotham whom he 
had known in the way of trade, having sold him many a bunch of long 
nines, and a great deal of pigtail, lady’s twist, and fig tobacco. He was 
rather astonished at the rapidity with which the news had spread. Kim- 
ballton was nearly sixty miles distant in a straight line; the murder had 
been perpetrated only at eight o’clock the preceding night ; yet Dominicus 
had heard of it at seven in the morning, when, in all probability, poor Mr. 
Higginbotham’s own family had but just discovered his corpse, hanging 
on the St. Michael’s pear-tree. The stranger on foot must have worn 
seven-league boots to travel at such a rate. 

“Ill news flies fast, they say,” thought Dominicus Pike; “but this beats 
railroads. The fellow ought to be hired to go express with the President’s 
Message.” 

The difficulty was solved by supposing that the narrator had made a 
mistake of one day in the date of the occurrence ; so that our friend did 
not hesitate to introduce the story at every tavern and country store along 
the road, expending a whole bunch of Spanish wrappers among at least 
twenty horrified audiences. He found himself invariably the first bearer of 
the intelligence, and was so pestered with questions that he could not 
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avoid filling up the outline, till it became quite a respectable narrative. 
He met with one piece of corroborative evidence. Mr. Higginbotham was 
a trader; and a former clerk of his, to whom Dominicus related the facts, 
testified that the old gentleman was accustomed to return home through 
the orchard about nightfall, with the money and valuable papers of the 
store in his pocket. The clerk manifested but little grief at Mr. Hi^gin- 
botham^s catastrophe, hinting, what the pedlar had discovered in his own 
dealings with him, that he was a crusty old fellow, as close as a vice. His 
property would descend to a pretty niece who was now keeping school in 
Kimballton. 

What with telling the news for the public good, and driving bargains 
for his own, Dominicus was so much delayed on the road that he chose to 
put up at a tavern, about five miles short of Parker’s Falls. After supper, 
lighting one of his prime cigars, he seated himself in the bar-room, and 
went through the story of the murder, which had grown so fast that it 
took him half an hour to tell. There were as many as twenty people in the 
room, nineteen of whom received it all for gospel. But the twentieth was 
an elderly farmer, who had arrived on horseback a short time before, and 
was now seated in a corner smoking his pipe. When the story was con- 
cluded, he rose up very deliberately, brought his chair right in front of 
Dominicus, and stared him full in the face, puffing out the vilest tobacco 
smoke the pedlar had ever smelt. 

‘Will you make affidavit,” demanded he, in the tone of a country jus- 
tice taking an examination, “that old Squire Higginbotham of Kimball- 
ton was murdered in his orchard the night before last, and found hanging 
on his great pear-tree yesterday morning?” 

“I tell the story as I heard it, mister,” answered Dominicus, dropping 
his half-burnt cigar; “I don’t say that I saw the thing done. So I can’t 
take my oath that he was murdered exactly in that way.” 

“But I can take mine,” said the farmer, “that if Squire Higginbotham 
was murdered night before last, I drank a glass of bitters with his ghost 
this morning. Being a neighbor of mine, he called me into his store, as I 
was riding by, and treated me, and then asked me to do a little business 
for him on the road. He didn’t seem to know any more about his own 
murder than I did.” 

“Why, then, it can’t be a fact! ” exclaimed Dominicus Pike. 

“I guess he’d have mentioned, if it was,” said the old farmer; and he 
removed his chair back to the corner, leaving Dominicus quite down in 
the mouth. 

Here was a sad resurrection of old Mr. Higginbotham! The pedlar had 
no heart to mingle in the conversation any more, but comforted himself 
with a glass of gin and water, and went to bed where, all night long, he 
dreamed of hanging on the St. Michael’s pear-tree. To avoid the old 
farmer (whom he so detested that his suspension would have pleased him 
better than Mr. Higginbotham’s), Dominicus rose in the gray of the 
morning, put the little mare into the green cart, and trotted swiftly away 
towards Parker’s Falls. The fresh breeze, th^ dewy road, and the pleas- 
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ant summer dawn, revived his spirits, and might have encouraged him to 
repeat the old story had there been anybody awake to hear it. But he met 
neither ox team, light wagon chaise, horseman, nor foot traveller, till, 
just as he crossed Salmon River, a man came trudging down to the bridge 
with a bundle over his shoulder, on the end of a stick. 

“Good morning, mister,’’ said the pedlar, reining in his mare. “If you 
come from Kimballton or that neighborhood, may be you can tell me the 
real fact about this affair of old Mr. Higginbotham. Was the old fellow 
actually murdered two or three nights ago, by an Irishman and a nigger?” 

Dominicus had spoken in too great a hurry to observe, at first, that the 
stranger himself had a deep tinge oi negro blood. On hearing this sudden 
question, the Ethiopian appeared t ) change his skin, its yellow hue be- 
coming a ghastly white, while, shaking and stammering, he thus re- 
plied: — 

“No! no! There was no colored man! It was an Irishman that hanged 
him last night, at eight o’clock. I • ame away at seven! His folks can’t 
have looked for him in the orchard yet.” 

Scarcely had the yellow man spol en, when he interrupted himself, and 
though he seemed weary enough before, continued his journey at a pace 
which would have kept the pedlar s mare on a smart trot. Dominicus 
stared after him in great perplexity If the murder had not been commit- 
ted till Tuesday night, who was the prophet that had foretold it, in all its 
circumstances, on Tuesday morning? If Mr. Higginbotham’s corpse were 
not yet discovered by his own family, how came the mulatto, at above 
thirty miles’ distance, to know that he was hanging in the orchard, es- 
pecially as he had left Kimballton before the unfortunate man was hanged 
at all? These ambiguous circumstances, with the stranger’s surprise and 
terror, made Dominicus think of raising a hue and cry after him, as an 
accomplice in the murder; since a murder, it seemed, had really been 
perpetrated. 

“But let the poor devil go,” thought the pedlar. “I don’t want his black 
blood on my head; and hanging the nigger wouldn’t unhang Mr. Higgin- 
botham. Unhang the old gentleman; It’s a sin, I know; but I should hate 
to have him come to life a second time, and give me the lie ! ” 

With these meditations, Dominicus Pike drove into the street of 
Parker’s Falls, which, as everybody knows, is as thriving a village as three 
cotton factories and a slitting mill can make it. The machinery was not in 
motion, and but a few of the shop doors unbarred, when he alighted in the 
stable yard of the tavern, and made it his first business to order the mare 
four quarts of oats. His second duty, of course, was to impart Mr. Hig- 
ginbotham’s catastrophe to the hostler. He deemed it advisable, however, 
not to be too positive as to the date of the direful fact, and also to be 
uncertain whether it were perpetrated by an Irishman and a mulatto, or 
by the son of Erin alone. Neither did he profess to relate it on his own au- 
thority, or that of any one person; but mentioned it as a report generally 
diffused. 

The story ran through the town like fire among girdled trees, and be- 
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came so much the universal talk that nobody could tell whence it had 
originated. Mr. Higginbotham was as well known at Parker's Falls as any 
citizen of the place, being part owner of the slitting mill, and a consider- 
able stockholder in the cotton factories. The inhabitants felt their own 
prosperity interested in his fate. Such was the excitement, that the Park- 
er's Falls Gazette anticipated its regular day of publication, and cauiC out 
with half a form of blank paper and a column of double pica emphasized 
wildi capitals, and headed HORRID MURDER OF MR. HIGGIN- 
BOTHAM ! Among other dreadful details, the printed account described 
the mark of the cord round the dead man’s neck, and stated the number 
of thousand dollars of which he had been robbed ; there was much pathos 
also about the affliction of his niece, who had gone from one fainting fit 
to another, ever since her uncle was found hanging on the St. Michael’s 
pear-tree with his pockets inside out. The village poet likewise commemo- 
rated the young lady’s grief in seventeen stanzas of a ballad. The select- 
men held a meeting, and, in consideration of Mr. Higginbotham’s claims 
on the town, determined to issue handbills, offering a reward of five hun- 
dred dollars for the apprehension of his murderers, and the recovery of 
the stolen property. 

Meanwhile the whole population of Parker’s Falls, consisting of shop>- 
keepers, mistresses of boarding-houses, factory girls, millmen, and school- 
boys, rushed into the street and kept up such a terrible loquacity as more 
than compensated for the silence of the cotton machines, which refrained 
from their usual din out of respect to the deceased. Had Mr. Higgin- 
botham cared about posthumous renown, his untimely ghost would have 
exulted in this tumult. Our friend Dominions, in his vanity of heart, for- 
got his intended precautions, and mounting on the town pump, announced 
himself as the bearer of the authentic intelligence which had caused so 
wonderful a sensation. He immediately became the great man of the mo- 
ment, and had just begun a new edition of the narrative, with a voice like 
a field preacher, when the mail stage drove into the village street. It had 
travelled all night, and must have shifted horses at Kimballton, at three 
in the morning. 

^^Now we shall hear all the particulars,” shouted the crowd. 

The coach rumbled up to the piazza of the tavern, followed by a thou- 
sand people; for if any man had been minding his own business till then, 
he now left it at sixes and sevens, to hear the news. The pedlar, foremost 
in the race, discovered two passengers, both of whom had been startled 
from a comfortable nap to find themselves in the centre of a mob. Every 
man assailing them with separate questions, all propounded at once, the 
couple were struck speechless, though one was a lawyer and the other a 
young lady. 

^^Mr. Higginbotham! Mr. Higginbotham! Tell us the particulars about 
old Mr. Higginbotham! ” bawled the mob. “What is the coroner’s verdict? 
Are the murderers apprehended? Is Mr. Higginbotham’s niece come out 
of her fainting fits? Mr. Higginbotham! Mr. Higginbotham! ! ” 

The coachman said not a word, except to swear awfully at the hostler 



MR. Higginbotham’s catastrophe 917 

for not bringing him a fresh team of horses. The lawyer inside had gen 
erally his wits about him even when asleep; the first thing he did, afte^ 
learning the cause of the excitement, was to produce a large, red pocket^ 
book. Meantime Dominicus Pike, being an extremely polite young man, 
and also suspecting that a female tongue would tell the story as glibly as 
a lawyer’s, had handed the lady out of the coach. She was a fine, smart 
girl, now wide awake and bright as a button, and had such a sweet pretty 
mouth, that Dominicus would almost as lief have heard a love tale from 
it as a tale of murder. 

^^Gentlemen and ladies,” said the lawyer to the shopkeepers, the mill- 
men, and the factory girls, can assure you that some unaccountable 
mistake, or, more probably, a wilful falsehood, maliciously contrived to 
injure Mr. HigginlDotham’s credit, has excited this singular uproar. We 
passed through Kimballton at thre<- o’clock this morning, and most cer- 
tainly should have been informed )f the murder had any been perpet- 
rated. But I have proof nearly as st ong as Mr. Higginbotham’s own oral 
testimony, in the negative. Here is a note relating to a suit of his in the 
Connecticut courts, which was delivered me from that gentleman himself. 
I find it dated at ten o’clock last eveiiing.” 

So saying, the lawyer exhibited the date and signature of the note, 
which irrefragably proved, either that this perverse Mr. Higginbotham 
was alive when he wrote it, or — as some deemed the more probable case, of 
two doubtful ones — that he was so absorbed in worldly business as to con- 
tinue to transact it even after his death. But unexpected evidence was 
forthcoming. The young lady, after listening to the pedlar’s explanation, 
merely seized a moment to smooth her gown and put her curls in order, 
and then appeared at the tavern door, making a modest signal to be heard. 

^^Good people,” said she, ‘T am Mr. Higginbotham’s niece.” 

A wondering murmur passed through the crowd on beholding her so 
rosy and bright; that same unhappy niece, whom they had supposed, on 
the authority of the Parker’s Falls Gazette, to be lying at death’s door in 
a fainting fit. But some shrewd fellows had doubted, all along, whether a 
young lady would be quite so desperate at the hanging of a rich old uncle. 

“You see,” continued Miss Higginbotham, with a smile, “that this 
strange story is quite unfounded as to myself ; and I believe I may affirm 
it to be equally so in regard to my dear uncle Higginbotham. He has the 
kindness to give me a home in his house, though I contribute to my own 
support by teaching a school. I left Kimballton this morning to spend the 
vacation of commencement week with a friend, about five miles from 
Parker’s Falls. My generous uncle, when he heard me on the stairs, called 
me to his bedside, and gave me two dollars and fifty cents to pay my stage 
fare, and another dollar for my extra expenses. He then laid his pocket- 
book under his pillow, shook hands with me, and advised me to take some 
biscuit in my bag, instead of breakfasting on the road. I feel confident, 
therefore, that I left my beloved relative alive, and trust that I shall find 
him so on my return.” 

The young lady courtesied at the dose of her speech, which was so 
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sensible and well worded, and delivered with such grace and propriety, 
that everybody thought her fit to be preceptress of the best academy in 
the State. But a stranger would have supposed that Mr. Higginbotham 
was an object of abhorrence at Parker’s Falls, and that a thanksgiving 
had been proclaimed for his murder; so excessive was the wrath of the 
inhabitants on learning their mistake. The millmen resolved to bestow 
public honors on Dominicus Pike, only hesitating whether to tar and 
feather him, ride him on a rail, or refresh him with an ablution at the 
town pump, on the top of which he had declared himself the bearer of the 
news. The selectmen, by advice of the lawyer, spoke of prosecuting him 
for a misdemeanor, in circulating unfounded reports, to the great disturb- 
ance of the peace of the Commonwealth. Nothing saved Dominicus, ei- 
ther from mob law or a court of justice, but an eloquent appeal made by 
the young lady in his behalf. Addressing a few words of heartfelt gratitude 
to his benefactress, he mounted the green cart and rode out of town, under 
a discharge of artillery from the school-boys, who found plenty of am- 
munition in the neighboring clay-pits and mud holes. As he turned his 
head to exchange a farewell glance with Mr. Higginbotham’s niece, a ball, 
of the consistence of hasty pudding, hit him slap in the mouth, giving 
him a most grim aspect. His whole person was so bespattered with the 
like filthy missiles, that he had almost a mind to ride back, and supplicate 
for the threatened ablution at the town pump; for, though not meant in 
kindness, it would now have been a deed of charity. 

However, the sun shone bright on poor Dominicus, and the mud, an 
emblem of all stains of undeserved opprobrium, was easily brushed off 
when dry. Being a funny rogue, his heart soon cheered up; nor could he 
refrain from a hearty laugh at the uproar which his story had excited. 
The handbills of the selectmen would cause the commitment of all the 
vagabonds in the State; the paragraph in the Parker’s Falls Gazette 
would be reprinted from Maine to Florida, and perhaps form an item in 
the London newspapers; and many a miser would tremble for his money 
bags and life, on learning the catastrophe of Mr. Higginbotham. The ped- 
lar meditated with much fervor on the charms of the young school- 
mistress, and swore that Daniel Webster never spoke nor looked so like 
an angel as Miss Higginbotham, while defending him from the wrathful 
populace at Parker’s Falls. 

Dominicus was now on the Kimballton turnpike, having all along de- 
termined to visit that place, though business had drawn him out of the 
most direct road from Morristown. As he approached the scene of the 
supposed murder, he continued to revolve the circumstances in his mind, 
and was astonished at the aspect which the whole case assumed. Had 
nothing occurred to corroborate the story of the first traveller, it might 
now have been considered as a hoax; but the yellow man was evidently 
acquainted either with the report or the fact; and there was a mystery in 
his dismayed and guilty look on being abruptly questioned. When, to this 
singular combination of incidents, it was added that the rumor tallied 
exactly with Mr. Higginbotham’s character and habits of life; and that 
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he had an orchard, and a St. Michaers pear-tree, near which he always 
passed at nightfall: the circumstantial evidence appeared so strong that 
Dominicus doubted whether the autograph produced by the lawyer, or 
even the niece’s direct testimony, ought to be equivalent. Making cau- 
tious inquiries along the road, the pedlar further learned that Mr. Hig- 
ginbotham had in his service an Irishman of doubtful character, whom 
he had hired without a recommendation, on the score of economy. 

“May I be hanged myself,” exclaimed Dominicus Pike aloud, on reach- 
ing the top of a lonely hill, “if I’ll believe old Higginbotham is unhanged 
till I see him with my own eyes, and hear it from his own mouth ! And as 
he’s a real shaver. I’ll have the minister or some other responsible man 
for an indorser.” 

It was growing dusk when he 'eached the toll-house on Kimballton 
turnpike, about a quarter of a mile from the village of this name. His lit- 
tle mare was fast bringing him up ^ith a man on horseback, who trotted 
through the gate a few rods in advance of him, nodded to the toll-gather- 
er, and kept on towards the village . Dominicus was acquainted with the 
tollman, and, while making change, the usual remarks on the weather 
passed between them. 

“I suppose,” said the pedlar, throwing back his whiplash, to bring it 
down like a feather on the mare’s dank, “you have not seen anything of 
old Mr. Higginbotham within a day or two?” 

“Yes,” answered the toll-gatherer. “He passed the gate just before you 
drove up, and yonder he rides now, if you can see him through the dusk. 
He’s been to Woodfield this afternoon, attending a sheriff’s sale there. 
The old man generally shakes hands and has a little chat with me; but 
to-night, he nodded, — as if to say, ^Charge my toll,’ and jogged on; for 
wherever he goes, he must always be at home by eight o’clock.” 

“So they tell me,” said Dominicus. 

“I never saw a man look so yellow and thin as the squire does,” con- 
tinued the toll-gatherer. “Says I to myself, to-night, he’s more like q 
ghost or an old mummy than good flesh and blood.” 

The pedlar strained his eyes through the twilight, and could just dis 
cern the horseman now far ahead on the village road. He seemed to recog< 
nize the rear of Mr. Higginbotham; but through the evening shadows^ 
and amid the dust from* the horse’s feet, the figure appeared dim and un- 
substantial; as if the shape of the mysterious old man were faintly 
moulded of darkness and gray light. Dominicus shivered. 

“Mr. Higginbotham has come back from the other world, by way of 
the Kimballton turnpike,” thought he. 

He shook the reins and rode forward, keeping about the same distance 
in the rear of the gray old shadow, till the latter was concealed by a bend 
of the road. On reaching this point, the pedlar no longer saw the man on 
horseback, but found himself at the head of the village street, not far from 
a number of stores and two taverns, clustered round the meeting-house 
steeple. On his left were a stone wall and a gate, the boundary of a wood- 
lot, beyond which lay an orchard, farther still, a mowing field, and last 
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of aH, a bouse. These were the premises of Mr. Higginbotham, whose 
dwelling stood beside the old highway, but had been left in the back- 
ground by the Kimballton turnpike. Dominicus knew the place; and the 
little mare stopped short by instinct; for he was not conscious of tighten- 
ing the reins. 

^^For the soul of me, I cannot get by this gatel” said he, trembliiig. 
never shall be my own man again, till I see whether Mr. Higginbotham 
is hanging on the St. MichaePs pear-tree 1 ’’ 

He leaped from the cart, gave the rein a turn round the gate post, and 
ran along the green path of the wood-lot as if Old Nick were chasing be- 
hind. Just then the village clock tolled eight, and as each deep stroke fell, 
Dominicus gave a fresh bound and flew faster than before, till, dim in 
the solitary centre of the orchard, he saw the fated pear-tree. One great 
branch stretched from the old contorted trunk across the path, and threw 
the darkest shadow on that one spot. But something seemed to struggle 
lieneath the branch! 

The pedlar had never pretended to more courage than befits a man of 
peaceful occupation, nor could he account for his valor on this awful 
emergency. Certain it is, however, that he rushed forward, prostrated a 
sturdy Irishman with the butt end of his whip, and found — not indeed 
hanging on the St. MichaePs pear-tree, but trembling beneath it, with a 
halter round his neck — the old, identical Mr. Higginbotham! 

‘^Mr. Higginbotham,’’ said Dominicus tremulously, ^‘you’re an honest 
man, and I’ll take your word for it. Have you been hanged or not?” 

If the riddle be not already guessed, a few words will explain the simple 
machinery by which this “coming event” was made to “cast its shadow 
before.” Three men had plotted the robbery and murder of Mr. Higgin- 
botham; two of them, successively, lost courage and fled, each delaying 
the crime one night by their disappearance; the third was in the act of 
perpetration, when a champion, blindly obeying the call of fate, like the 
heroes of old romance, appeared in the person of Dominicus Pike. 

It only remains to say, that Mr. Higginbotham took the pedlar into 
high favor, sanctioned his addresses to the pretty schoolmistress, and 
settled his whole property on their children, allowing themselves the in- 
terest. In due time, the old gentleman capped the climax of his favors, by 
dying a Christian death, in bed, since which melancholy event Dominicus 
Pike has removed from Kimballton, and established a large tobacco 
manufactory in my native village. 


WAKEFIELD 


In some old magazine or newspaper I recollect a story, told as truth, of a 
man — ^let us call him Wakefield — ^who absented himself for a long time 
from his wife. The fact, thus abstractedly stated, is not very uncommon. 
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nor — without a proper distinction of circumstances — to be condemned 
either as naughty or nonsensical. Howbeit, this, though far from the most 
aggravated, is perhaps the strangest, instance on record, of marital de- 
linquency; and, moreover, as remarkable a freak as may be found in the 
whole list of human oddities. The wedded couple lived in London. The 
man, under pretence of going a journey, took lodgings in the next street 
to his own house, and there, unheard of by his wife or friends, and with- 
out the shadow of a reason for such self-banishment, dwelt upwards of 
twenty years. During that period, he beheld his home every day, and fre- 
quently the forlorn Mrs. Wakefield. And after so great a gap in his matri- 
monial felicity — ^when his death was reckoned certain, his estate settled, 
his name dismissed from memory, and his wife, long, long ago, resigned to 
her autumnal widowhood — he entered the door one evening, quietly, as 
from a day’s absence, and became a loving spouse till death. 

This outline is all that I remen >ber. But the incident, though of the 
purest originality, unexampled, and probably never to be repeated, is 
one, I think, which appeals to the generous sympathies of mankind. We 
know, each for himself, that none of us would perpetrate such a folly, yet 
feel as if some other might. To my own contemplations, at least, it has 
often recurred, always exciting wonder, but with a sense that the story 
must be true, and a conception of its hero’s character. Whenever any sub- 
ject so forcibly affects the mind, time is well spent in thinking of it. If the 
reader choose, let him do his own meditation ; or if he prefer to ramble 
with me through the twenty years of Wakefield’s vagary, I bid him wel- 
come; trusting that there will be a pervading spirit and a moral, even 
should we fail to find them, done up neatly, and condensed into the final 
sentence. Thought has always its efficacy, and every striking incident its 
moral. 

What sort of a man was Wakefield? We are free to shape out our own 
idea, and call it by his name. He was now in the meridian of life; his 
matrimonial affections, never violent, were sobered into a calm, habitual 
sentiment; of all husbands, he was likely to be the most constant, because 
a certain sluggishness would keep his heart at rest, wherever it might be 
placed. He was intellectual, but not actively so; his mind occupied itself 
in long and lazy musings, that ended to no purpose, or had not vigor to 
attain it; his thoughts were seldom so energetic as to seize hold of words. 
Imagination, in the proper meaning of the term, made no part of Wake^ 
field’s gifts. With a cold but not depraved nor wandering heart, and a 
mind never feverish with riotous thoughts, nor perplexed with originality, 
who could have anticipated that our friend would entitle himself to a fore- 
most place among the doers of eccentric deeds? Had his acquaintances 
been asked, who was the man in London the surest to perform nothing to- 
day which should be remembered on the morrow, they would have 
thought of Wakefield. Only the wife of his bosom might have hesitated. 
She, without having analyzed his character, was partly aware of a quiet 
selfishness, that had rusted into his inactive mind ; of a peculiar sort of 
vanity, the most uneasy attribute about him; of a disposition to craft 
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which had seldom produced more positive effects than the keeping of pet- 
ty secrets, hardly worth revealing; and, lastly, of what she called a little 
strangeness, sometimes, in the good man. This latter quality is indefin- 
able, and perhaps non-existent. 

Let us now imagine Wakefield bidding adieu to his wife. It is the dusk 
of an October evening. His equipment is a drab great-coat, a hat co veered 
with an oilcloth, top-boots, an umbrella in one hand and a small port- 
manteau in the other. He has informed Mrs. Wakefield that he is to take 
the night coach into the country. She would fain inquire the length of his 
journey, its object, and the probable time of his return; but, indulgent to 
his harmless love of mystery, interrogates him only by a look. He tells 
her not to expect him positively by the return coach, nor to be alarmed 
should he tarry three or four days; but, at all events, to look for 
him at supper on Friday evening. Wakefield himself, be it considered, has 
no suspicion of what is before him. He holds out his hand, she gives her 
own, and meets his parting kiss in the matter-of-course way of a ten years^ 
matrimony; and forth goes the middle-aged Mr. Wakefield, almost re- 
solved to perplex his good lady by a whole week’s absence. After the door 
has closed behind him, she perceives it thrust partly open, and a vision of 
her husband’s face, through the aperture, smiling on her, and gone in a 
moment. For the time, this little incident is dismissed without a thought. 
But, long afterwards, when she has been more years a widow than a wife, 
that smile recurs, and flickers across all her reminiscences of Wakefield’s 
visage. In her many musings, she surrounds the original smile with a 
multitude of fantasies, which make it strange and awful: as, for instance, 
if she imagines him in a coffin, that parting look is frozen on his pale fea- 
tures; or, if she dreams of him in heaven, still his blessed spirit wears a 
quiet and crafty smile. Yet, for its sake, when all others have given him 
up for dead, she sometimes doubts whether she is a widow. 

But our business is with the husband. We must hurry after him along 
the street, ere he lose his individuality, and melt into the great mass of 
London life. It would be vain searching for him there. Let us follow close 
at his heels, therefore, until, after several superfluous turns and doublings, 
we find him comfortably established by the fireside of a small apartment, 
previously bespoken. He is in the next street to his own, and at his jour- 
ney’s end. He can scarcely trust his good fortune, in having got thither 
unperceived — recollecting that, at one time, he was delayed by the throng, 
in the very focus of a lighted lantern; and, again, there were footsteps 
that seemed to tread behind his own, distinct from the multitudinous 
tramp around him; and, anon, he heard a voice shouting afar, and fancied 
that it called his name. Doubtless, a dozen busybodies had been watching 
him, and told his wife the whole affair. Poor Wakefield 1 Little knowest 
thou thine own insignificance in this great world! No mortal eye but mine 
has traced thee. Go quietly to thy bed, foolish man; and, on the morrow, 
if thou wilt be wise, get thee homo to good Mrs. Wakefield, and tell her 
the truth. Remove not thyself, even for 2 little week, from thy place in 
her chaste bosom. Were she, for a single moment, to deem thee dead, or 
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lost, or lastingly divided from her, thou wouldst be wofully conscious of 
a change in thy true wife forever after. It is perilous to make a chasm in 
human affections; not that they gape so long and wide — ^but so quickly 
close again! 

Almost repenting of his frolic, or whatever it may be termed, Wake- 
field lies down betimes, and starting from his first nap, spreads forth his 
arms into the wide and solitary waste of the unaccustomed bed. ^^No,” — 
thinks he, gathering the bedclothes about him, — “I will not sleep alone 
another night.’’ 

In the morning he rises earlier than usual, and sets himself to consider 
what he really means to do. Such are his loose and rambling modes of 
thought that he has taken this ve’ y singular step with the consciousness 
of a purpose, indeed, but without being able to define it sufficiently for 
his own contemplation. The vague ness of the project, and the convulsive 
effort with which he plunges into the execution of it, are equally char- 
acteristic of a feeble-minded man Wakefield sifts his ideas, however, as 
minutely as he may, and finds hi nself curious to know the progress of 
matters at home — how his exempl iry wife will endure her widowhood of 
a week; and, briefly, how the little sphere of creatures and circumstances, 
in which he was a central object, will be affected by his removal. A mor- 
bid vanity, therefore, lies nearest the bottom of the affair. But, how is he 
to attain his ends? Not, certainly, by keeping close in this comfortable 
lodging, where, though he slept and awoke in the next street to his home, 
he is as effectually abroad as if the stage-coach had been whirling him 
away all night. Yet, should he reappear, the whole project is knocked in 
the head. His poor brains being hopelessly puzzled with this dilemma, he 
at length ventures out, partly resolving to cross the head of the street, and 
send one hasty glance towards his forsaken domicile. Habit — for he is a 
man of habits — takes him by the hand, and guides him, wholly unaware, 
to his own door, where, just at the critical moment, he is aroused by the 
scraping of his foot upon the step. Wakefield! whither are you going? 

At that instant his fate was turning on the pivot. Little dreaming of the 
doom to which his first backward step devotes him, he hurries away, 
breathless with agitation hitherto unfelt, and hardly dares turn his head 
at the distant corner. Can it be that nobody caught sight of him? Will not 
the whole household — the decent Mrs. Wakefield, the smart maid servant, 
and the dirty little footboy — raise a hue and cry, through London streets, 
in pursuit of their fugitive lord and master? Wonderful escape! He 
gathers courage to pause and look homeward, but is perplexed with a 
sense of change about the familiar edifice, such as affects us all, when, 
after a separation of months or years, we again see some hill or lake, or 
work of art, with which we were friends of old. In ordinary cases, this in- 
describable impression is caused by the comparison and contrast between 
our imperfect reminiscences and the reality. In Wakefield, the magic of 
a single night has wrought a similar transformation, because, in that brief 
period, a great moral change has been effected. But this is a secret from 
himself. Before leaving the spot, he catches a far and momentary glimpse 
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of his wife, passing athwart the front window, with her face turned to* 
wards the head of the street. The crafty nincompoop takes to his heels, 
scared with the idea that, among a thousand such atoms of mortality, her 
eye must have detected him. Right glad is his heart, though his brain be 
jomewhat dizzy, when he finds himself by the coal fire of his lodgings. 

So much for the commencement of this long whimwham. After the 
initial conception, and the stirring up ot the man’s sluggish temperament 
to put it in practice, the whole matter evolves itself in a natural train. We 
may suppose him, as the result of deep deliberation, buying a new wig, of 
reddish hair, and selecting sundry garments, in a fashion unlike his cus- 
tomary suit of brown, from a Jew’s old-clothes bag. It is accomplished. 
Wakd&eld is another man. The new system being now established, a retro- 
grade movement to the old would be almost as difficult as the step that 
placed him in his unparalleled position. Furthermore, he is rendered ob- 
stinate by a sulkiness occasionally incident to his temper, and brought on 
at present by the inadequate sensation which he conceives to have been 
produced in the bosom of Mrs. Wakefield. He will not go back until she 
be frightened half to death. Well; twice or thrice has she passed before 
his sight, each time with a heavier step, a paler cheek, and more anxious 
brow; and in the third week of his non-appearance he detects a portent of 
evil entering the house, in the guise of an apothecary. Next day the 
knocker is muffled. Towards nightfall comes the chariot of a physician, 
and deposits its big-wigged and solemn burden at Wakefield’s door, 
whence, after a quarter of an hour’s visit, he emerges, perchance the 
herald of a funeral. Dear woman! Will she die? By this time, Wakefield 
is excited to something like energy of feeling, but still lingers away from 
his wife’s bedside, pleading with his conscience that she must not be dis- 
turbed at such a juncture. If aught else restrains him, he does not know 
it. In the course of a few weeks she gradually recovers; the crisis is over; 
her heart is sad, perhaps, but quiet; and, let him return soon or late, it 
will never be feverish for him again. Such ideas glimmer through the 
midst of Wakefield’s mind, and render him indistinctly conscious that 
an almost impassable gulf divides his hired apartment from his former 
home. ^Tt is but in the next street!” he sometimes says. Fool! it is in an- 
other world. Hitherto, he has put off his return from one particular day to 
another; henceforward, he leaves the precise time undetermined. Not to- 
morrow — ^probably next week — ^pretty soon. Poor man! The dead have 
nearly as much chance of revisiting their earthly homes as the self-ban- 
ished Wakefield. 

Would that I had a folio to write, instead of an article of a dozen pages ! 
Then might I exemplify how an influence beyond our control lays its 
strong hand on every deed which we do, and weaves its consequences into 
an iron tissue of necessity. Wakefield is spell-bound. We must leave him, 
for ten years or so, to haunt around his house, without once crossing the 
threshold, and to be faithful to his wife, with all the affection of which his 
heart is capable, while he is slowly fading out of hers. Long since, it must 
be remarked, he had lost the perception of singularity in his conduct. 
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Now for a scene 1 Amind the throng of a London street we distinguish 
a man, now waxing elderly, with few characteristics to attract careless 
observers, yet bearing, in his whole aspect, the handwriting of no com- 
mon fate, for such as have the skill to read it. He is meagre; his low and 
narrow forehead is deeply wrinkled; his eyes, small and lustreless, some- 
times wander apprehensively about him, but oftener seem to look inward. 
He bends his head, and moves with an indescribable obliquity of gait, as 
if unwilling to display his full front to the world. Watch him long enough 
to see what we have described, and you will allow that circumstances — 
which often produce remarkable men from nature’s ordinary handiwork 
— ^have produced one such here. Next, leaving him to sidle along the foot- 
walk, cast your eyes in the opposite direction, where a portly female, con- 
siderably in the wane of life, with h prayer-book in her hand, is proceed- 
ing to yonder church. She has the placid mien of settled widowhood. Hei 
regrets have either died away, or l^ave become so essential to her heart, 
that they would be poorly exchanged for joy. Just as the lean man and 
well-conditioned woman are passing, a slight obstruction occurs, and 
brings these two figures directly in contact. Their hands touch; the pres- 
sure of the crowd forces her bosom against his shoulder; they stand, face 
to face, staring into each other’s eyes. After a ten years’ separation, thus 
Wakefield meets his wife! 

The throng eddies away, and carries them asunder. The sober widow, 
resuming her former pace, proceeds to church, but pauses in the portal, 
and throws a perplexed glance along the street. She passes in, however, 
opening her prayer-book as she goes. And the man! with so wild a face 
that busy and selfish London stands to gaze after him, he hurries to his 
lodgings, bolts the door, and throws himself upon the bed. The latent 
feelings of years break out; his feeble mind acquires a brief energy from 
their strength; all the miserable strangeness of his life is revealed to him 
at a glance: and he cries out, passionately, ‘‘Wakefield! Wakefield! You 
are mad 1 ” 

Perhaps he was so. The singularity of his situation must have so 
moulded him to himself, that, considered in regard to his fellow-creatures 
and the business of life, he could not be said to possess his right mind. 
He had contrived, or rather he had happened, to dissever himself from 
the world — to vanish — to give up his place and privileges with living men, 
without being admitted among the dead. The life of a hermit is nowise 
parallel to his. He was in the bustle of the city, as of old; but the crowd 
swept by and saw him not; he was, we may figuratively say, always beside 
his wife and at his hearth, yet must never feel the warmth of the one nor 
the affection of the other. It was Wakefield’s unprecedented fate to retain 
his original share of human sympathies, and to be still involved in human 
interests, while he had lost his reciprocal influence on them. It would be 
a most curious speculation to trace out the effect of such circumstances on 
his heart and intellect, separately, and in unison. Yet, changed as he was, 
he would seldom be conscious of it, but deem himself the same man as 
ever; glimpses of the truth, indeed, would come, but only for the mo- 
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ment; and still he would keep saying, shall soon go back!'' — nor re- 
flect that he had been saying so for twenty years. 

I conceive, also, that these twenty years would appear, in the retro- 
spect, scarcely longer than the week to which Wakefield had at first 
limited his absence. He would look on the affair as no more than an inter- 
lude in the main business of his life. When, after a little while more, he 
should deem it time to reenter his parlor, his wife would clap her hands 
for joy, on beholding the middle-aged Mr. Wakefield. Alas, what a mis- 
take! Would Time but await the close of our favorite follies, we should be 
young men, all of us, and till Doomsday, 

One evening, in the twentieth year since he vanished, Wakefield is tak- 
ing his customary walk towards the dwelling which he still calls his own. 
It is a gusty night of autumn, with frequent showers that patter down 
upon the pavement, and are gone before a man can put up his umbrella. 
Pausing near the house, Wakefield discerns, through the parlor windows 
of the second floor, the red glow and the glimmer and fitful flash of a 
comfortable fire. On the ceiling appears a grotesque shadow of good Mrs. 
Wakefield. The cap, the nose and chin, and the broad waist, form an ad- 
mirable caricature, which dances, moreover, with the up-flickering and 
down-sinking blaze, almost too merrily for the shade of an elderly widow. 
At this instant a shower chances to fall, and is driven, by the unmannerly 
gust, full into Wakefield's face and bosom. He is quite penetrated with its 
autumnal chill. Shall he stand, wet and shivering here, when his own 
hearth has a good fire to warm him, and his own wife will run to fetch the 
gray coat and small-clothes, which, doubtless, she has kept carefully in 
the closet of their bed chamber? No! Wakefield is no such fool. He as- 
cends the steps — heavily! — for twenty years have stiffened his legs since 
he came down — but he knows it not. Stay, Wakefield! Would you go to 
the sole home that is left you? Then step into your grave! The door opens. 
As he passes in, we have a parting glimpse of his visage, and recognize 
the crafty smile, which was the precursor of the little joke that he has ever 
since been playing off at his wife's expense. How unmercifully has he quiz- 
zed the poor woman! Well, a good night's rest to Wakefield! 

This happy event — supposing it to be such — could only have occurred 
at an unpremeditated moment. We will not follow our friend across the 
threshold. He has left us much food for thought, a portion of which shall 
lend its wisdom to a moral, and be shaped into a figure. Amid the seem- 
ing confusion of our mysterious world, individuals are so nicely adjusted 
to a system, and systems to one another and to a whole, that, by stepping 
aside for a moment, a man exposes himself to a fearful risk of losing his 
place forever. Like Wakefield, he may become, as it were, the Outcast of 
the Universe. 
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THE GREAT CARBUNCLE^ 

A MYSTERY OF THE WHITE MOUNTAINS 

At nightfall, once in the olden time, on the rugged side of one of the Crys- 
tal Hills, a party of adventurers were refreshing themselves, after a toil- 
some and fruitless quest for the Great Carbuncle. They had come thither, 
not as friends nor partners in the enterprise, but each, save one youthful 
pair, impelled by his own selfish and solitary longing for this wondrous 
gem. Their feeling of brotherhood, aowever, was strong enough to induce 
them to contribute a mutual aid in building a rude hut of branches, and 
kindling a great fire of shattered p nes, that had drifted down the head- 
long current of the Amonoosuck, or the lower bank of which they were to 
pass the night. There was but one < f their number, perhaps, who had be- 
come so estranged from natural sympathies, by the absorbing spell of the 
pursuit, as to acknowledge no satisfaction at the sight of human faces, in 
the remote and solitary region whither they had ascended. A vast extent of 
wilderness lay between them and he nearest settlement, while a scant 
mile above their heads was that black verge where the hills throw off their 
shaggy mantle of forest trees, and either robe themselves in clouds or 
tower naked into the sky. The roar of the Amonoosuck would have been 
too awful for endurance if only a solitary man had listened, while the 
mountain stream talked with the wind. 

The adventurers, therefore, exchanged hospitable greetings, and wel- 
comed one another to the hut, where each man was the host, and all were 
the guests of the whole company. They spread their individual supplies of 
food on the flat surface of a rock, and partook of a general repast; at the 
close of which, a sentiment of good fellowship was perceptible among the 
party, though repressed by the idea, that the renewed search for the Great 
Carbuncle must make them strangers again in the morning. Seven men 
and one young woman, they warmed themselves together at the fire, 
which extended its bright wall along the whole front of their wigwam. As 
they observed the various and contrasted figures that made up the assem- 
blage, each man looking like a caricature of himself, in the unsteady 
light that flickered over him, they came mutually to the conclusion, that 
an odder society had never met, in city or wilderness, on mountain or 
plain. 

The eldest of the group, a tall, lean, weather-beaten man, some sixty 
years of age, was clad in the skins of wild animals, whose fashion of dress 
he did well to imitate, since the deer, the wolf, and the bear, had long been 

'The Indian tradition, on which this somewhat extravagant tale is founded, is 
both too wild and too beautiful to be adequately wrought up in prose. Sullivan, in 
his History of Maine, written since the Revolution, remarks, that even then the 
existence of the Great Carbuncle was not entirely discredited. 
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his most intimate companions. He was one of those ill-fated mortals, such 
as the Indians told of, whom, in their early youth, the Great Carbuncle 
smote with a peculiar madness, and became the passionate dream of their 
existence. All who visited that region knew him as the Seeker, and by no 
other name. As none could remember when he first took up the search, 
there went a fable in the valley of the Saco, that for his inordinate lust 
after the Great Carbuncle, he had been condemned to wander among tlie 
mountains till the end of time, still with the same feverish hopes at sun- 
rise — the same despair at eve. Near this miserable Seeker sat a little 
elderly personage, wearing a high-crowned hat, shaped somewhat like a 
crucible. He was from beyond the sea, a Doctor Cacaphodel, who had 
wilted and dried himself into a mummy by continually stooping over 
charcoal furnaces, and inhaling unwholesome fumes during his researches 
in chemistry and alchemy. It was told of him, whether truly or not, that, 
at the commencement of his studies, he had drained his body of all its 
richest blood, and wasted it, with other inestimable ingredients, in an un- 
successful experiment — and had never been a well man since. Another of 
the adventurers was Master Ichabod Pigsnort, a weighty merchant and 
selectman of Boston, and an elder of the famous Mr. Norton’s church. His 
enemies had a ridiculous story that Master Pigsnort was accustomed to 
spend a whole hour after prayer time, every morning and evening, in wal- 
lowing naked among an immense quantity of pine-tree shillings, which 
were the earliest silver coinage of Massachusetts. The fourth whom we 
shall notice had no name that his companions knew of, and was chiefly 
distinguished by a sneer that always contorted his thin visage, and by a 
prodigious pair of spectacles, which were supposed to deform and discolor 
the whole face of nature, to this gentleman’s perception. The fifth ad- 
venturer likewise lacked a name, which was the greater pity, as he ap- 
peared to be a poet. He was a bright-eyed man, but wofully pined away, 
which was no more than natural, if, as some people affirmed, his ordinary 
diet was fog, morning mist, and a slice of the densest cloud within his 
reach, sauced with moonshine, whenever he could get it. Certain it is, 
that the poetry which flowed from him had ^ smack of all these dainties. 
The sixth of the party was a young man of haughty mien, and sat some- 
what apart from the rest, wearing his plumed hat loftily among his elders, 
while the fire glittered on the rich embroidery of his dress, and gleamed 
intensely on the jewelled pommel of his sword. This was the Lord de Vere, 
who, when at home, was said to spend much of his time in the burial vault 
of his dead progenitors, rummaging their mouldy coffins in search of all 
the earthly pride and vainglory that was hidden among bones and dust ; 
so that, besides his own share, he had the collected haughtiness of his 
whole line of ancestry. 

Lastly, there was a handsome youth in rustic garb, and by his side a 
blooming little person, in whom a delicate shade of maiden reserve was 
just melting into the rich glow of a young wife’s affection. Her name was 
Hannah; and her husband’s Matthew; two homely names, yet well 
enough adapted to the simple pair, who seemed strangely out of place 
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among the whimsical fraternity whose wits had been set agog by the 
Great Carbuncle. 

Beneath the shelter of one hut, in the bright blaze of the same fire, sat 
this varied group of adventurers, all so intent upon a single object, that, 
of whatever else they began to speak, their closing words were sure to be 
illuminated with the Great Carbuncle. Several related the circumstances 
that brought them thither. One had listened to a traveller's tale of this 
marvellous stone in his own distant country, and had immediately been 
seized with such a thirst for beholding it as could only be quenched in 
its intensest lustre. Another, so long ago as when the famous Captain 
Smith visited these coasts, had seen it blazing far at sea, and had felt no 
rest in all the intervening years till now that he took up the search. A 
third, being encamped on a hunting expedition full forty miles south of 
the White Mountains, awoke at nddnight, and beheld the Great Car- 
buncle gleaming like a meteor, so that the shadows of the trees fell back- 
ward from it. They spoke of the innumerable attempts which had been 
made to reach the spot, and of the singular fatality which had hitherto 
withheld success from all adventurers, though it might seem so easy to 
follow to its source a light that 3verpowered the moon, and almost 
matched the sun. It was observable that each smiled scornfully at the 
madness of every other in anticipating better fortune than the past, yet 
nourished a scarcely hidden conviction that he would himself be the fa- 
vored one. As if to dlay their too sanguine hopes, they recurred to the In- 
dian traditions that a spirit kept watch about the gem, and bewildered 
those who sought it either by removing it from peak to peak of the higher 
hills, or by calling up a mist from the enchanted lake over which it hung. 
But these tales were deemed unworthy of credit, all professing to believe 
that the search had been baffled by want of sagacity or perseverance in 
the adventurers, or such other causes as might naturally obstruct the pass- 
age to any given point among the intricacies of forest, valley, and moun- 
tain. 

In a pause of the conversation the wearer of the prodigious spectacles 
looked round upon the party, making each individud, in turn, the object 
of the sneer which invariably dwelt upon his countenance. 

“So, fellow-pilgrims,’’ said he, “here we are, seven wise men, and one 
fair damsel — who, doubtless, is as wise as any graybeard of the company: 
here we are, I say, all bound on the same goodly enterprise. Methin^, 
now, it were not amiss that each of us declare what he proposes to do with 
the Great Carbuncle, provided he have the good hap to clutch it. What 
says our friend in the bear skin? How mean you, good sir, to enjoy the 
prize which you have been seeking, the Lord knows how long, among the 
Crystal Hills?” 

“How enjoy it!” exclaimed the aged Seeker, bitterly, “I hope for no 
enjoyment from it; that folly has passed long ago! I keep up the search 
for this accursed stone because the vain ambition of my youth has be- 
come a fate upon me in old age. The pursuit alone is my strength, — the 
energy of my soul, — the warmth of my blood, — and the pith and marrow 
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of my bones I Were I to turn my back upon it I should fall down dead on 
the hither side of the Notch, which is the gateway of this mountain re- 
gion. Yet not to have my wasted lifetime back again would I give up my 
hopes of the Great Carbuncle! Having found it, I shall bear it to a cer- 
tain cavern that I wot of, and there, grasping it in my arms, lie down and 
die, and keep it buried with me forever.” 

“O wretch, regardless of the interests of science!” cried Doctor Cacap- 
hodel, with philosophic indignation. ^Thou art not worthy to behold, even 
from afar off, the lustre of this most precious gem that ever was concocted 
in the laboratory of Nature. Mine is the sole purpose for which a wise 
man may desire the possession of the Great Carbuncle. Immediately on 
obtaining it — for I have a presentiment, good people that the prize is re- 
served to crown my scientific reputation — I shall return to Europe, and 
employ my remaining years in reducing it to its first elements. A portion 
of the stone will I grind to impalpable powder; other parts shall be dis- 
solved in acids, or whatever solvents will act upon so admirable a com- 
position ; and the remainder I design to melt in the crucible, or set on fire 
with the blow-pipe. By these various methods I shall gain an accurate 
analysis, and finally bestow the result of my labors upon the world in a 
folio volume.” 

^^Excellent!” quoth the man with the spectacles. “Nor need you hesi- 
tate, learned sir, on account of the necessary destruction of the gem; since 
the perusal of your folio may teach every mother^s son of us to concoct a 
Great Carbuncle of his own.” 

“But, verily,” said Master Ichabod Pigsnort, “for mine own part I ob- 
ject to the m^ing of these counterfeits, as being calculated to reduce the 
marketable value of the true gem. I tell ye frankly, sirs, I have an interest 
in keeping up the price. Here have I quitted my regular traffic, leaving my 
warehouse in the care of my clerks, and putting my credit to great hazard, 
and, furthermore, have put myself in peril of death or captivity by the 
accursed heathen savages — and all this without daring to ask the prayers 
of the congregation, because the quest for the Great Carbuncle is deemed 
little better than a traffic with the Evil One. Now think ye that I would 
have done this grievous wrong to my soul, body, reputation, and estate, 
without a reasonable chance of profit?” 

“Not I, pious Master Pigsnort,” said the man with the spectacles. “1 
never laid such a great folly to thy charge.” 

“Truly, I hope not,” said the merchant. “Now, as touching this Great 
Carbuncle, I am free to own that I have never had a glimpse of it; but be 
it only the hundredth part so bright as people tell, it will surely outvalue 
the Great Mogul’s best diamond, which he holds at an incalculable sum. 
Wherefore, I am minded to put the Great Carbuncle on shipboard, and 
voyage with it to England, France, Spain, Italy, or into Heathendom, if 
Providence should send me thither, and, in a word, dispose of the gem to 
the best bidder among the potentates of the earth, that he may place it 
among his crown jewels. If any of ye have a wiser plan, let him expound 
it.” 
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‘That have I, thou sordid man!’’ exclaimed the poet. “Dost thou de- 
sire nothing brighter than gold that thou wouldst transmute all this ethe- 
real lustre into such dross as thou wallowest in already? For myself, hid- 
ing the jewel under my cloak, I shall hie me back to my attic chamber, in 
one of the darksome alleys of London. There, night and day, will I gaze 
upon it; my soul shall drink its radiance; it shall be diffused throughout 
my intellectual powers, and gleam brightly in every line of poesy that I 
indite. Thus, long ages after I am gone, the splendor of the Great Car- 
buncle will blaze around my name! ” 

“Well said, Master Poet!” cried he of the spectacles. “Hide it under 
thy cloak, sayest thou? Why, it will gleam through the holes, and make 
thee look like a jack-o’-lantern ! ” 

“To think!” ejaculated the Lori de Vere, rather to himself than his 
companions, the best of whom he h«id utterly unworthy of his intercourse 
— “to think that a fellow in a tatte red cloak should talk of conveying the 
Great Carbuncle to a garret in Grub Street! Have not I resolved within 
myself that the whole earth contaii s no fitter ornament for the great hall 
of my ancestral castle? There shal it flame for ages, making a noonday 
of midnight, glittering on the suiL of armor, the banners, and escutch- 
eons, that hang around the wall, and keeping bright the memory of he- 
roes. Wherefore have all other adventurers sought the prize in vain but 
that I might win it, and make it a symbol of the glories of our lofty line? 
And never, on the diadem of the White Mountains, did the Great Car- 
buncle hold a place half so honored as is reserved for it in the hall of the 
De Veres!” 

“It is a noble thought,” said the Cynic, with an obsequious sneer. “Yet, 
might I presume to say so, the gem would make a rare sepulchral lamp, 
and would display the glories of your lordship’s progenitors more iruly in 
the ancestral vault than in the castle hall.” 

“Nay, forsooth,” observed Matthew, the young rustic, who sat hand in 
hand with his bride, “the gentleman has bethought himself of a profitable 
use for this bright stone. Hannah here and I are seeking it for a like pur- 
pose.” 

“How. fellow!” exclaimed his lordship, in surprise. “What castle hall 
hast thou to hang it in?” 

“No castle,” replied Matthew, “but as neat a cottage as any within 
sight of the Crystal Hills. Ye must know, friends, that Hannah and I, be- 
ing wedded the last week, have taken up the search of the Great Car- 
buncle, because we shall need its light in the long winter evenings; and 
it will be such a pretty thing to show the neighbors when they visit us. 
It will shine through the house so that we may pick up a pin in any corner, 
and will set all the windows agiowing as if there were a great fire of pine 
knots in the chimney. And then how pleasant, when we awake in the 
night, to be able to see one another’s faces! ” 

There was a general smile among the adventurers at the simplicity of 
the young couple’s project in regard to this wondrous and invaluable 
stone, with which the greatest monarch on earth might have been proud to 
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adorn his palace. Especially the man with spectacles, who had sneered U 
all the company in turn, now twisted his visage into such an expression c! 
ill-natured mirth, that Matthew asked him, rather peevishly, what he 
himself meant to do with the Great Carbuncle. 

‘The Great Carbuncle! answered the Cynic, with ineffable scorn. 
“Why, you blockhead, there is no such thing in rerum natura. I have come 
three thousand miles, and am resolved to set my foot on every peak of 
these mountains, and poke my head into every chasm, for the sole pur- 
pose of demonstrating to the satisfaction of any man one whit less an ass 
than thyself that the Great Carbuncle is all a humbug! ” 

Vain and foolish were the motives that had brought most of the ad- 
venturers to the Crystal Hills; but none so vain, so foolish, and so impious 
too, as that of the scoffer with the prodigious spectacles. He was one of 
those wretched and evil men whose yearnings are downward to the dark- 
ness, instead of heavenward, and who, could they but extinguish the 
lights which God hath kindled for us, would count the midnight gloom 
their chiefest glory. As the Cynic spoke, several of the party were startled 
by a gleam of red splendor, that showed the huge shapes of the surround- 
ing mountains and the rock-bestrewn bed of the turbulent river with an il- 
lumination unlike that of their fire on the trunks and black boughs of the 
forest trees. They listened for the roll of thunder, but heard nothing, and 
were glad that the tempest came not near them. The stars, those dial 
points of heaven, now warned the adventurers to close their eyes on the 
blazing logs, and open them, in dreams, to the glow of the Great Car- 
buncle. 

The young married couple had taken their lodgings in the farthest cor- 
ner of the wigwam, and were separated from the rest of the party by a 
curtain of curiously-woven twigs, such as might have hung, in deep fes- 
toons, around the bridal-bower of Eve. The modest little wife had 
wrought this piece of tapestry while the other guests were talking. She 
and her husband fell asleep with hands tenderly clasped, and awoke from 
visions of unearthly radiance to meet the more blessed light of one an- 
other’s eyes. They awoke at the same instant, and with one happy smile 
beaming over their two faces, which grew brighter with tneir conscious- 
ness of the reality of life and love. But no sooner did she recollect where 
they were, than the bride peeped through the interstices of the leafy cur- 
tain, and saw that the outer room of the hut was deserted. 

“Up, dear Matthew!” cried she, in haste. “The strange folk are all 
gone! Up, this very minute, or we shall lose the Great Carbuncle! ” 

In truth, so little did these poor young people deserve the mighty prize 
whidb had lured them thither, that they had slept peacefully all night, 
and till the summits of the hills were glittering with sunshine; while the 
other adventurers had tossed their limbs in feverish wakefulness, or 
dreamed of climbing precipices, and set off to realize their dreams with 
the earliest peep of dawn. But Matthew and Hannah, after their calm 
rest, were as light as two young deer, and merely stopped to say their 
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prayers and wash themselves in a cold pool of the Amonoosuck, and then 
to taste a morsel of food, ere they turned their faces to the mountain-side. 
It was a sweet emblem of conjugal affection, as they toiled up the difficult 
ascent, gathering strength from the mutual aid which they afforded. After 
several little accidents, such as a torn robe, a lost shoe, and the entangle- 
ment of Hannah’s hair in a bough, they reached the upper verge of the 
forest, and were now to pursue a more adventurous course. The innumer- 
able trunks and heavy foliage of the trees had hitherto shut in their 
thoughts, which now shrank affrighted from the region of wind and cloud 
and naked rocks and desolate sunshine, that rose immeasurably above 
them. They gazed back at the obscure wilderness which they had trav- 
ersed, and longed to be buried again in its depths rather than trust them- 
selves to so vast and visible a solitude. 

‘‘Shall we go on?” said Matthew, throwing his arm romid Hannah^s 
waist, both to protect her and to c* jmfort his heart by drawing her close 
to it. 

But the little bride, simple as she was, had a woman’s love of jewels, 
and could not forego the hope of possessing the very brightest in the 
world, in spite of the perils with whi :h it must be won. 

“Let us climb a little higher,” whispered she, yet tremulously, as sh< 
turned her face upward to the lonely sky. 

“Come, then,” said Matthew, mustering his manly courage and draw- 
ing her along with him, for she became timid again the moment that he 
grew bold. 

And upward, accordingly, went the pilgrims of the Great Carbuncle, 
now treading upon the tops and thickly-interwoven branches of dwarf 
pines, which, by the growth of centuries, though mossy with age, had 
barely reached three feet in altitude. Next, they came to masses and frag- 
ments of naked rock heaped confusedly together, like a cairn reared by 
giants in memory of a giant chief. In this bleak realm of upper air noth- 
ing breathed, nothing grew; there was no life but what was concentrated 
in their two hearts; they had climbed so high that Nature herself seemed 
no longer to keep them company. She lingered beneath them, within the 
verge of the forest trees, and sent a farewell glance after her children as 
they strayed where her own green footprints had never been. But soon 
they were to be hidden from her eye Densely and dark the mists began 
to gather below, casting black spots of shadow on the vast landscape, and 
sailing heavily to one centre, as if the loftiest mountain peak had sum- 
moned a council of its kindred clouds. Finally, the vapors welded them- 
selves, as it were, into a mass, presenting the appearance of a pavement 
over which the wanderers might have trodden, but where they would vain- 
ly have sought an avenue to the blessed earth which they had lost. And 
the lovers yearned to behold that green earth again, more intensely, alas! 
than, beneath a clouded sky, they had ever desired a glimpse of heaven. 
They even felt it a relief to their desolation when the mists, creeping grad- 
ually up the mountain, concealed its lonely peak, and thus annihilated, at 



934 


THE WORKS OF HAWTHORNE 


least for them, the whole region of visible space. But they drew closer to- 
gether, with a fond and melancholy gaze, dreading lest the universal cloud 
should snatch them from each other’s sight. 

Still, perhaps, they would have been resolute to climb as far and as 
high, between earth and heaven, as they could find foothold, if Hannah’s 
strength had not begun to fail, and with that, her courage also. Her bieath 
grew short. She refused to burden her husband with her weight, but often 
tottered against his side, and recovered herself each time by a feebler ef- 
fort. At last, she sank down on one of the rocky steps of the acclivity. 

“We are lost, dear Matthew,” said she, mournfully. “We shall never 
find our way to the earth again. And oh how happy we might have been in 
our cottage!” 

“Dear heart! — we will yet be happy there,” answered Matthew. 
“Look! In this direction, the sunshine penetrates the dismal mist. By its 
aid, I can direct our course to the passage of the Notch. Let us go back, 
love, and dream no more of the Great Carbuncle! ” 

“The sun cannot be yonder,” said Hannah, with despondence. “By this 
time it must be noon. If there could ever be any sunshine here, it would 
come from above our heads.” 

“But look!” repeated Matthew, in a somewhat altered tone. “It is 
brightening every moment. If not sunshine, what can it be?” 

Nor could the young bride any longer deny that a radiance was break- 
ing through the mist, and changing its dim hue to a dusky red, which con- 
tinually grew more vivid, as if brilliant particles were interfused with the 
gloom. Now, also, the cloud began to roll away from the mountain, while, 
as it heavily withdrew, one object after another started out of its impene- 
trable obscurity into sight, with precisely the effect of a new creation, be- 
fore the indistinctness of the old chaos had been completely swallowed up. 
As the process went on, they saw the gleaming of water close at their feet, 
and found themselves on the very border of a mountain lake, deep, bright, 
clear, and calmly beautiful, spreading from brim to brim of a basin that 
had been scooped out of the solid rock. A ray of glory flashed across its 
surface. The pilgrims looked whence it should proceed, but closed their 
eyes with a thrill of awful admiration, to exclude the fervid splendor that 
glowed from the brow of a cliff impending over the enchanted lake. For 
the simple pair had reached that lake of mystery, and found the long- 
sought shrine of the Great Carbuncle! 

They threw their arms around each other, and trembled at their own 
success ; for, as the legends of this wondrous gem rushed thick upon their 
memory, they felt themselves marked out by fate — and the consciousness 
was fearful. Often, from childhood upward, they had seen it shining like a 
distant star. And now that star was throwing its intensest lustre on their 
hearts. They seemed changed to one another’s eyes, in the red brilliancy 
that flamed upon their cheeks, while it lent the same fire to the lake, the 
rocks, and sky, and to the mists which had rolled back before its power. 
But, with their next glance, they beheld an object that drew their atten- 
tion even from the mighty stone. At the base of the cliff, directly beneath 
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the Great Carbuncle, appeared the figure of a man, with his arms extend- 
ed in the act of climbing, and his face turned upward, as if to drink the 
full gush of splendor. But he stirred not, no more than if changed to 
marble. 

‘‘It is the Seeker,” whispered Hannah, convulsively grasping her hus- 
band’s arm. “Matthew, he is dead.” 

“The joy of success has killed him,” replied Matthew, trembling vio- 
lently. “Or, perhaps, the very light of the Great Carbuncle was death!” 

“The Great Carbuncle,” cried a peevish voice behind them. “The Great 
Humbug! If you have found it, prithee point it out to me.” 

They turned their heads, and there was the Cynic, with his prodigious 
spectacles set carefully on his nose, staring now at the lake, now at the 
rocks, now at the distant masses of vapor, now right at the Great Car- 
buncle itself, yet seemingly as unconscious of its light as if all the scat- 
tered clouds were condensed aboui his person. Though its radiance ac- 
tually threw the shadow of the unbeliever at his own feet, as he turned his 
back upon the glorious jewel, he w >uld not be convinced that there was 
the least glimmer there. 

“Where is your Great Humbug^” he repeated. “I challenge you to 
make me see it! ” 

“There,” said Matthew, incensed at such perverse blindness, and turn- 
ing the Cynic round towards the illuminated cliff. “Take off those abom- 
inable spectacles, and you cannot help seeing it! ” 

Now these colored spectacles probably darkened the Cynic s sight, in 
at least as great a degree as the smoked glasses through which people gaze 
at an eclipse. With resolute bravado, however, he snatched them from his 
nose, and fixed a bold stare full upon the ruddy blaze of the Great Car- 
buncle. But scarcely had he encountered it, when, with a deep, shudder- 
ing groan, he dropped his head, and pressed both hands across his miser- 
able eyes. Thenceforth there was, in very truth, no light of the Great Car- 
buncle, nor any other light on earth, nor light of heaven itself, for the poor 
Cynic. So long accustomed to view all objects through a medium that de- 
prived them of every glimpse of brightness, a single flash of so glorious a 
phenomenon, striking upon his naked vision, had blinded him forever. 

“Matthew,” said Hannah, clinging to him, “let us go hence! ” 

Matthew saw that she was faint, and kneeling down, supported her in 
his arms, while he threw some of the thrillingly cold water of the enchant- 
ed lake upon her face and bosom. It revived her, but could not renovate 
her courage. 

“Yes, dearest!” cried Matthew, pressing her tremulous form to his 
breast, — “we will go hence, and return to our humble cottage. The blessed 
sunshine and the quiet moonlight shall come through our window. We will 
kindle the cheerful glow of our hearth, at eventide, and be happy in its 
light. But never again will we desire more light than all the world may 
share with us.” 

“No,” said his bride, “for how could we live by day, or sleep by night, 
in this awful blaze of the Great Carbuncle! ” 
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Out of the hollow of their hands, they drank each a draught from the 
lake, which presented them its waters uncontaminated by an earthly lip. 
Then, lending their guidance to the blinded Cynic, who uttered not a 
word, and even stifled his groans in his own most wretched heart, they 
began to descend the mountain. Yet, as they left the shore, till then un- 
trodden, of the spirit^s lake, they threw a farewell glance toward** the 
cliff, and beheld the vapors gathering in dense volumes, through which 
the gem burned duskily. 

As touching the other pilgrims of the Great Carbuncle, the legend goes 
on to tell, that the worshipful Master Ichabod Pigsnort soon gave up the 
quest as a desperate speculation, and wisely resolved to betake himself 
again to his warehouse, near the town dock, in Boston. But, as he passed 
through the Notch of the mountains, a war party of Indians captured our 
unlucky merchant, and carried him to Montreal, there holding him in 
bondage, till, by the payment of a heavy ransom, he had wofully sub- 
tracted from his hoard of pine-tree shillings. By his long absence, more- 
over, his affairs had become so disordered that, for the rest of his life, in- 
stead of wallowing in silver, he had seldom a sixpence worth of copper. 
Doctor Cacaphodel, the alchemist, returned to his laboratory with a pro- 
digious fragment of granite, which he ground to powder, dissolved in 
acids, melted in the crucible, and burned with the blow-pipe, and pub- 
lished the result of his experiments in one of the heaviest folios of the day. 
And, for all these purposes, the gem itself could not have answered better 
than the granite. The poet, by a somewhat similar mistake, made prize of 
a great piece of ice, which he found in a sunless chasm of the mountains, 
and swore that it corresponded, in all points, with his idea of the Great 
Carbuncle. The critics say, that, if his poetry lacked the splendor of the 
gem, it retained all the coldness of the ice. The Lord de Vere went back to 
his ancestral hall, where he contented himself with a wax-lighted chande- 
lier, and filled, in due course of time, another coffin in the ancestral vault. 
As the funeral torches gleamed within that dark receptacle, there was no 
need of the Great Carbuncle to show the vanity of earthly pomp. 

The Cynic, having cast aside his spectacles, wandered about the world, 
a miserable object, and was punished with an agonizing desire of light, 
for the wilful blindness of his former life. The whole night long, he would 
lift his splendor- blasted orbs to the moon and stars; he turned his face 
eastward, at sunrise, as duly as a Perisan idolater ; he made a pilgrimage 
to Rome, to witness the magnificent illumination of St. Peter’s Church; 
and finally perished in the great fire of London, into the midst of which he 
had thrust himself, with the desperate idea of catching one feeble ray 
from the blaze that was kindling earth and heaven. 

Matthew and his bride spent many peaceful years, and were fond of 
telling the legend of the Great Carbuncle. The tale, however, towards the 
close of their lengthened lives, did not meet with the full credence that 
had been accorded to it by those who remembered the ancient lustre of the 
gem. For it is affirmed that, from the hour when two mortals had shown 
themselves so simply wise as to reject a jewel which would have dimmed 
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all earthly things, its splendor waned. When other pilgrims reached the 
cliff, they found only an opaque stone, with particles of mica glittering on 
its surface. There is also a tradition that, as the youthful pair departed, 
the gem was loosened from the forehead of the cliff, and fell into the en- 
chanted lake, and that, at noontide, the Seeker^s form may still be seen to 
bend over its quenchless gleam. 

Some few believe that this inestimable stone is blazing as of old, and 
say that they have caught its radiance, like a flash of summer lightning, 
far down the valley of the Saco. And be it owned that, many a mile from 
the Crystal Hills, I saw a wondrous light around their summits, and was 
lured, by the faith of poesy, to be the latest pilgrim of the Great Car- 
buncle. 


DAVII SWAN 

A FANTASY 

We can be but partially acquainted even with the events which actually 
influence our course through life, and our final destiny. There are innu- 
merable other events — if such they may be called — which come close 
upon us, yet pass away without actual results, or even betraying their 
near approach, by the reflection of any light or shadow across our minds. 
Could we know all the vicissitudes of our fortunes, life would be too full 
of hope and fear, exultation or disappointment, to afford us a single hour 
of true serenity. This idea may be illustrated by a page from the secret 
history of David Swan. 

We have nothing to do with David until we find him, at the age of 
twenty, on the high road from his native place to the city of Boston, where 
his uncle, a small dealer in the grocery line, was to take him behind the 
counter. Be it enough to say that he was a native of New Hampshire, born 
of respectacle parents, and had received an ordinary school education, 
with a classic finish by a year at Gilmanton Academy. After journeying 
on foot from sunrise till nearly noon of a summer^s day, his weariness and 
the increasing heat determined him to sit down in the first convenient 
shade, and await the coming up of the stage-coach. As if planted on pur- 
pose for him, there soon appeared a little tuft of maples, with a delightful 
recess in the midst, and sudi a fresh bubbling spring that it seemed never 
to have sparkled for any wayfarer but David Swan. Virgin or not, he 
kissed it with his thirsty lips, and then flung himself along the brink, pil- 
lowing his head upon some shirts and a pair of pantaloons, tied up in a 
striped cotton handkerchief. The sunbeams could not reach him; the dust 
did not yet rise from the road after the heavy rain of yesterday; and his 
grassy lair suited the young man better than a bed of down. The spring 
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murmured drowsily beside him; the branches waved dreamily across the 
blue sky overhead ; and a deep sleep, perchance hiding dreams within its 
depths, fell upon David Swan. But we are to relate events which he did 
not dream of. 

While he lay sound asleep in the shade, other people were wide awake, 
and passed to and fro, afoot, on horseback, and in all sorts of vehicles, 
along the sunny road by his bedchamber. Some looked neither to the right 
hand nor the left, and knew not that he was there ; some merely glanced 
that way, without admitting the slumberer among their busy thoughts; 
some laughed to see how soundly he slept; and several, whose hearts were 
brimming full of scorn, ejected their venomous superfluity on David 
Swan. A middle-aged widow, when nobody else was near, thrust her head 
a little way into the recess, and vowed that the young fellow looked 
charming in his sleep. A temperance lecturer saw him, and wrought poor 
David into the texture of his evening^s discourse, as an awful instance of 
dead drunkenness by the roadside. But censure, praise, merriment, scorn, 
and indifference were all one, or rather all nothing, to David Swan. 

He had slept only a few moments when a brown carriage, drawn by a 
handsome pair of horses, bowled easily along, and v^as brought to a stand- 
still nearly in front of David’s resting-place. A linchpin had fallen out, 
and permitted one of the wheels to slide off. The damage was slight, and 
occasioned merely a momentary alarm to an elderly merchant and his 
wife, v/ho were returning to Boston in the carriage. While the coachman 
and a servant were replacing the wheel, the lady and gentleman sheltered 
themselves beneath the maple-trees, and there espied the bubbling foun- 
tain, and David Swan asleep beside it. Impressed with the awe which the 
humblest sleeped usually sheds around him, the merchant trod as lightly 
as the gout would allow; and his spouse took good heed not to rustle her 
silk gown, lest David should start up all of a sudden. 

‘^How soundly he sleeps! ” whispered the old gentleman. “From what a 
depth he draws that easy breath ! Such sleep as that, brought on without 
an opiate, would be worth more to me than half my income; for it would 
suppose health and an untroubled mind,” 

“And youth, besides,” said the lady. “Healthy and quiet age does not 
sleep thus. Our slumber is no more like his than our wakefulness.” 

The longer they looked the more did this elderly couple feel interested 
in the unknown youth, to whom the wayside and the maple shade were as 
a secret chamber, with the rich gloom of damask curtains brooding over 
him. Perceiving that a stray sunbeam glimmered down upon his face, the 
lady contrived to twist a branch aside, so as to intercept it. And having 
done this little act of kindness, she began to feel like a mother to him. 

“Providence seems to have laid him here,” whispered she to her hus- 
band, “and to have brought us hither to find him, after our disappoint- 
ment in our cousin’s son. Methinks I can see a likeness to our departed 
Henry. Shall we waken him?” 

“To what purpose?” said the merchant, hesitating. “We know nothing 
of the youth’s character.” 
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“That open countenance!^^ replied his wife, in the same hushed voice, 
yet earnestly. “This innocent sleep! ” 

While these whispers were passing, the sleeper’s heart did not throb, 
nor his breath become agitated, nor his features betray the least token of 
interest. Yet Fortune was bending over him, just ready to let fall a bur- 
den of gold. The old merchant had lost his only son, and had no heir to his 
wealth except a distant relative, with whose conduct he was dissatisfied. 
In such cases, people sometimes do stranger things than to act the magi- 
cian, and awaken a young man to splendor who fell asleep in poverty. 

“Shall we not waken him?” repeated the lady persuasively. 

“The coach is ready, sir,” said the servant, behind. 

The old couple started, reddened, and hurried away, mutually wonder- 
ing that they should ever have dreamed of doing anything so very ridicu- 
lous. The merchant threw himself back in the carriage, and occupied his 
mind with the plan of a magnificert asylum for unfortunate inert of busi- 
ness. Meanwhile, David Swan enjoyed his nap. 

The carriage could not have gone above a mile or two, when a pretty 
young girl came along, with a tripping pace, which showed precisely how 
her little heart was dancing in her oosom. Perhaps it was this merry kind 
of motion that caused — is there am' harm in saying it? — ^her garter to slip 
its knot. Conscious that the silken girth — if silk it were — was relaxing its 
hold, she turned aside into the shell er of the maple-trees, and there found 
a young man asleep by the spring' Blushing as red as any rose that she 
should have intruded into a gentleman’s bedchamber, and for such a pur- 
pose, too, she was about to make her escape on tiptoe. But there was peril 
near the sleeper. A monster of a bee had been wandering overhead — buzz, 
buzz, buzz — now among the leaves, now flashing through the strips of 
sunshine, and now lost in the dark shade, till finally he appeared to be 
settling on the eyelid of David Swan. The sting of a bee is sometimes 
deadly. As free hearted as she was innocent, the girl attacked the intruder 
with her handkerchief, brushed him soundly, and drove him from beneath 
the mapleshade. How sweet a picture! This good deed accomplished, with 
quickened breath, and a deeper blush, she stole a glance at the youthful 
stranger for whom she had been battling with a dragon in the air. 

“He is handsome! ” thought she, and blushed redder yet. 

How could it be that no dream of bliss grew’ so strong within him, that, 
shattered by its very strength, it should part asunder, and allow him to 
perceive the girl among its phantoms? Why, at least, did no smile of w^^I- 
come brighten upon his face? She was come, the maid whose soul, accord- 
ing to the old and beautiful idea, had been severed from his own, and 
whom, in all his vague but passionate desires, he yearned to meet. Her, 
only, could he love with a perfect love; him, only, could she receive into 
the depths of her heart; and now her image was faintly blushing in the 
fountain, by his side; should it pass away, its happy lustre would never 
gleam upon his life again. 

“How sound he sleeps! ’’ murmured the girl. 



940 the works of HAWTHORNE 

She departed, but did rrot trip along the road so lightly as when she 
came. 

Now, this girPs father was a thriving country merchant in the neighbor- 
hood, and happened, at that identical time, to be looking out for just such 
a young man as David Swan. Had David formed a wayside acquaintance 
with the daughter, he would have become the father^s clerk, and all else in 
natural succession. So here, again, had good fortune — the best of fortunes 
— ^stolen so near that her garments brushed against him; and he knew 
nothing of the matter. 

The girl was hardly out of sight when two men turned aside beneath the 
maple shade. Both had dark faces, set off by cloth caps, which were drawn 
down aslant over their brows. Their dresses were shabby, yet had a cer- 
tain smartness. These were a couple of rascals who got their living by 
whatever the devil sent them, and now, in the interim of other business, 
had staked the joint profits of their next piece of villany on a game of 
cards, which was to have been decided here under the trees. But, finding 
David asleep by the spring, one of the rogues whispered to his fellow, — 

“Hist! — Do you see that bundle under his head?’’ 

The other villain nodded, winked, and leered. 

“I’ll bet you a horn of brandy,” said the first, “that the chap has either 
a pocket-book, or a snug little hoard of small change, stowed away 
amongst his shirts. And if not there, we shall find it in his pantaloons 
pocket.” 

“But how if he wakes?” said the other. 

His companion thrust aside his waistcoat, pointed to the handle of a 
dirk, and nodded. 

“So be it! ” muttered the second villain. 

They approached the unconscious David, and, while one pointed the 
dagger towards his heart, the other began to search the bundle beneath 
his head. Their two faces, grim, wrinkled, and ghastly with guilt and fear, 
bent over their victim, looking horrible enough to be mistaken for fiends, 
should he suddenly awake. Nay, had the villains glanced aside into the 
spring, even they would hardly have known themselves as reflected there. 
But David Swan had never worn a more tranquil aspect, even when asleep 
on his mother’s breast. 

“I must take away the bundle,” whispered one. 

“If he stirs, I’ll strike,” muttered the other. 

But, at this moment, a dog scenting along the ground, came in beneath 
the maple-trees, and gazed alternately at each of these wicked men, and 
then at the quiet sleeper. He then lapped out of the fountain. 

“Pshaw!” said one villain. “We can do nothing now. The dog’s master 
must be close behind.” 

“Let’s take a drink and be off,” said the other. 

The man with the dagger thrust back the weapon into his bosom, and 
drew forth a pocket pistol, but not of that kind which kills by a single dis- 
charge. It was a flask of liquor, with a block-tin tumbler screwed upon 
the mcuth. Each drank a comfortable dram, and left the spot, with so 



941 


THE HOLLOW OF THE THREE HILLS 

many jests, and such laughter at their unaccomplished wickedness, that 
they might be said to have gone on their way rejoicing. In a few hours 
they had forgotten the whole affair, nor once imagined that the recording 
angel had written down the crime of murder against their souls, in letters 
as durable as eternity. As for David Swan, he still slept quietly, neither 
conscious of the shadow of death when it hung over him, nor of the glow 
of renewed life when that shadow was withdrawn. 

He slept, but no longer so quietly as at first. An hour^s repose had 
snatched, from his elastic frame, the weariness with which many hours of 
toil had burdened it. Now he stirred — ^now, moved his lips, without a 
sound — ^now, talked, in an inward tone, to the noonday sp)ectres of his 
dream. But a noise of wheels came rattling louder and louder along the 
road, until it dashed through the dispersing mist of David’s slumber-^ 
and there was the stage-coach. He started up with all his ideas about him. 

^^Halloo, driverl — Take a passenger?’’ shouted he. 

^^Room on top! ” answered the driver. 

Up mounted David, and bowled away merrily towards Boston, with* 
out so much as a parting glance at that fountain of dreamlike vicissitude. 
He knew not that a phantom of Wealth had thrown a golden hue upon its 
waters — nor that one of Love had sighed softly to their murmur — nor 
that one of Death had threatened to crimson them with his blood — all, m 
the brief hour since he lay down to sleep. Sleeping or waking, we hear not 
the airy footsteps of the strange things that almost happen. Does it not 
argue a superintending Providence that, while viewless and unexpected 
events thrust themselves continually athwart our path, there should 
still be regularity enough in mortal life to render foresight even partially 
available? 


THE HOLLOW OF THE THREE HILLS 

In those strange old times, when fantastic dreams and madmen’s reveries 
were realized among the actual circumstances of life, two persons met to- 
gether at an appointed hour and place. One was a lady, graceful in form 
and fair of feature, though pale and troubled, and smitten with an un- 
timely blight in what should have been the fullest bloom of her years ; the 
other was an ancient and meanly-dressed woman, of ill-favored aspect, 
and so withered, shrunken, and decrepit, that even the space since she be- 
gan to decay must have exceeded the ordinary term of human existence. 
In the spot where they encountered, no mortal could observe them. Three 
little hills stood near each other, and down in the midst of them sunk a 
hollow basin, almost mathematically circular, two or three hundred feet 
in breadth, and of such depth that a stately cedar might but just be vis 
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ible above the sides. Dwarf pines were numerous upon the hills, and part- 
ly fringed the outer verge of the intermediate hollow, within which there 
was nothing but the brown grass of October, and here and there a tree 
trunk that had fallen long ago, and lay mouldering with no green success- 
sor from its roots. One of these masses of decaying wood, formerly a ma- 
jestic oak, rested close beside a pool of green and sluggish water at the 
bottom of the basin. Such scenes as this (so gray tradition tells) were 
once the resort of the Power of Evil and his plighted subjects; and here, 
at midnight or on the dim verge of evening, they were said to stand round 
the mantling pool, disturbing its putrid waters in the performance of an 
impious baptismal rite. The chill beauty of an autumnal sunset was now 
gilding the three hill-tops, whence a paler tint stole down their sides into 
the hollow. 

“Here is our pleasant meeting come to pass,’’ said the aged crone, “ac- 
cording as thou hast desired. Say quickly what thou wouldst have of me, 
for there is but a short hour that we may tarry here.” 

As the old withered woman spoke, a smile glimmered on her counte- 
nance, like lamplight on the wall of a sepulchre. The lady trembled, and 
cast her eyes upward to the verge of the basin, as if meditating to return 
with her purpose unaccomplished. But it was not so ordained. 

“I am a stranger in this land, as you know,” said she at length. 
“Whence I come it matters not; but I have left those behind me with 
whom my fate was intimately bound, and from whom I am cut off forever. 
There is a weight in my bosom that I cannot away with, and I have come 
hither to inquire of their welfare.” 

“And who is there by this green pool that can bring thee news from the 
ends of the earth?” cried the old woman, peering into the lady’s face. 
“Not from my lips mayst thou hear these tidings; yet, be thou bold, and 
the daylight shall not pass away from yonder hill-top before thy wish be 
granted.” 

“I will do your bidding though I die,” replied the lady desperately. 

The old woman seated herself on the trunk of the fallen tree, threw 
aside the hood that shrouded her gray locks, and beckoned her compan- 
ion to draw near. 

“Kneel down,” she said, “and lay your forehead on my knees.” 

She hesitated a moment, but the anxiety that had long been kindling 
burned fiercely up within her. As she knelt down, the border of her gar- 
ment was dipped into the pool ; she laid her forehead on the old woman’s 
knees, and the latter drew a cloak about the lady’s face, so that she was in 
darkness. Then she heard the muttered words of prayer, in the midst of 
which she started, and would have arisen. 

“Let me flee, — let me flee and hide myself, that they may not look upon 
me!” she cried. But, with returning recollection, she hushed herself, and 
was still as death. 

For it seemed as if other voices — familiar in infancy, and unforgotten 
through many wanderings, and in all the vicissitudes of her heart and for- 
tune — were mingling with the accents of the prayer. At first the words 
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were faint and indistinct, not rendered so by distance, but rather resem* 
bling the dim pages of a book which we strive to read by an imperfect and 
gradually brightening light. In such a manner, as the prayer proceeded, 
did those voices strengthen upon the ear; till at length the petition ended^ 
and the conversation of an aged man, and of a woman broken and de- 
cayed like himself, became distinctly audible to the lady as she knelt. But 
those strangers appeared not to stand in the hollow depth between the 
three hills. Their voices were encompassed and reechoed by the walls of a 
chamber, the windows of which were rattling in the breeze ; the regular vi- 
bration of a clock, the crackling of a fire, and the tinkling of the embers as 
they fell among the ashes, rendered the scene almost as vivid as if painted 
to the eye. a melancholy hearth sat these two old people, the man 
calmly despondent, the woman querulous and tearful, and their words 
were all of sorrow. They spoke of a daughter, a wanderer they knew not 
where, bearing dishonor along with her, and leaving shame and eiffliction 
to bring their gray heads to the gi ave. They alluded also to other and 
more recent woe, but in the midst oi their talk their voices seemed to melt 
into the sound of the wind sweejang mournfully among the autumn 
leaves ; and when the lady lifted her eyes, there was she kneeling in the 
hollow between three hills. 

weary and lonesome time yonder old couple have of it,’^ remarked 
the old woman, smiling in the lady^s face. 

“And did you also hear them?^’ exclaimed she, a sense of intolerable 
humiliation triumphing over her agony and fear. 

“Yea; and we have yet more to hear,’^ replied the old woman. “Where- 
fore, cover thy face quickly.’’ 

Again the withered hag poured forth the monotonous words of a prayer 
that was not meant to be acceptable in heaven ; and soon, in the pauses of 
her breath, strange murmurings began to thicken, gradually increasing so 
as to drown and overpower the charm by which they grew. Shrieks pierced 
through the obscurity of sound, and were succeeded by the singing of 
sweet female voices, which, in their turn, gave way to a wild roar of 
laughter, broken suddenly by groanings and sobs, forming altogether a 
ghastly confusion of terror and mourning and mirth. Chains were rattling, 
fierce and stern voices uttered threats, and the scourge resounded at their 
command. All these noises deepened and became substantial to the listen- 
er’s ear, till she could distinguish every soft and dreamy accent of the love 
songs that died causelessly into funeral hymns. She shuddered at the un- 
provoked wrath which blazed up like the spontaneous kindling of flame, 
and she grew faint at the fearful merriment raging miserably around her. 
In the midst of this wild scene, where unbound passions jostled each other 
in a drunken career, there was one solemn voice of a man, and a manly 
and melodious voice it might once have been. He went to and fro continu- 
ally, and his feet sounded upon the floor. In each member of that frenzied 
company, whose own burning thoughts had become their exclusive world, 
he sought an auditor for the story of his individual wrong, and interpreted 
their laughter and tears as his reward of scorn or pity. He spoke of worn- 
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an^s perfidy, of a wife who had broken her holiest vows, of a home and 
heart made desolate. Even as he went on, the shout, the laugh, the shriek, 
the sob, rose up in unison, till they changed into the hollow, fitful, and un- 
even sound of the wind, as it fought among the pine-trees on those three 
lonely hills. The lady looked up, and there was the withered woman smil- 
ing in her face. 

“Couldst thou have thought there were such merry times in a mad- 
house?’’ inquired the latter. 

“True, true,” said the lady to herself; “there is mirth within its walls, 
but misery, misery without.” 

“Wouldst thou hear more?” demanded the old woman. 

“There is one other voice I would fain listen to again,” replied the lady, 
faintly. 

“Then, lay down thy head speedily upon my knees, that thou mayst get 
thee hence before the hour be past.” 

The gdden skirts of day were yet lingering upon the hills, but deep 
shades obscured the hollow and the pool, as if sombre night were rising 
thence to overspread the world. Again that evil woman began to weave 
her spell. Long did it proceed unanswered, till the knolling of a bell stole 
in among the intervals of her words, like a clang that had travelled far 
over valley and rising ground, and was just ready to die in the air. The 
(ady shook upon her companion’s knees as she heard that boding sound. 
Stronger it grew and sadder, and deepened into the tone of a death bell, 
knolling dolefully from some ivy-mantled tower, and bearing tidings of 
mortality and woe to the cottage, to the hall, and to the solitary wayfarer, 
that all might weep for the doom appointed in turn to them. Then came a 
measured tread, passing slowly, slowly on, as of mourners with a coffin, 
their garments trailing on the ground, so that the ear could measure the 
length of their melancholy array. Before them went the priest, reading the 
burial service, while the leaves of his book were rustling in the breeze. 
And though no voice but his was heard to speak aloud, still there were 
revilings and anathemas, whispered but distinct, from women and from 
men, breathed against the daughter who had wrung the aged hearts of her 
parents, — the wife who had betrayed the trusting fondness of her hus- 
band, — the mother who had sinned against natural affection, and left her 
child to die. The sweeping sound of the funeral train faded away like a 
thin vapor, and the wind, that just before had seemed to shake the coffin 
pall, moaned sadly round the verge of the Hollow between three Hills. 
But when the old woman stirred the kneeling lady, she lifted not her head. 

“Here has been a sweet hour’s sport 1” said the withered crone, chuck- 
ling to herself. 
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DR. HEIDEGGER’S EXPERIMENT 


That very singular man, old Dr. Heidegger, once invited four venerable 
friends to meet him in his study. There were three white-bearded gentle- 
men, Mr. Medboume, Colonel Killigrew, and Mr. Gascoigne, and a with- 
ered gentlewoman, whose name was the Widow Wycherly. They were all 
melancholy old creatures, who had been unfortunate in life, and whose 
greatest misfortune it was that they were not long ago in their graves. Mr. 
Medbourne, in the vigor of his age, had been a prosperous merchant, but 
had lost his all by a frantic speculation, and was now little better than a 
mendicant. Colonel Killigrew had wasted his best years, and his health 
and substance, in the pursuit of sin ful pleasures, which had given birth to 
a brood of pains, such as the gout, and divers other torments of soul and 
body. Mr. Gascoigne was a ruinec^ politician, a man of evil fame, or at 
least had been so till time had buried him from the knowledge of the pres- 
ent generation, and made him obscure instead of infamous. As for the 
Widow Wycherly, tradition tells i»s that she was a great beauty in her 
day; but, for a long while past, she had lived in deep seclusion, on account 
of certain scandalous stories which had prejudiced the gentry of the town 
against her. It is a circumstance worth mentioning that each of these three 
old gentlemen, Mr. Medbourne, Colonel Killigrew, and Mr. Gascoigne, 
were early lovers of the Widow Wycherly, and had once been on the point 
of cutting each other’s throats Tor her sake. And, before proceeding fur- 
ther, I will merely hint that Dr. Heidegger and all his foui guests were 
sometimes thought to be a little beside themselves, — as is not unfrequent- 
ly the case with old people, when worried either by present troubles oi 
woful recollections. 

“My dear old friends,” said Dr. Heidegger, motioning them to be seat- 
ed, “I am desirous of your assistance in one of those little experiments 
with which I amuse myself here in my study.” 

If all stories were true. Dr. Heidegger’s study must have been a very 
curious place. It was a dim, old-fashioned chamber, festooned with cob- 
webs, and besprinkled with antique dust. Around the walls stood several 
oaken bookcases, the lower shelves of which were filled with rows of gi- 
gantic folios and black-letter quartos, and the upper with little parch- 
ment-covered duodecimos. Over the central bookcase was a bronze bust 
of Hippocrates, with which, according to some authorities, Dr. Heidegger 
was accustomed to hold consultations in all difficult cases of his practice. 
In the obscurest corner of the room stood a tall and narrow oaken closet, 
with its door ajar, within which doubtfully appeared a skeleton. Between 
two of the bookcases hung a looking-glass, presenting its high and dusty 
plate within a tarnished gilt frame. Among many wonderful stories related 
of this mirror, it was fabled that the spirits of all the doctor’s deceased pa- 
tients dwelt within its verge, and would stare him in the face whenever he 
looked thitherward. The opposite side of the chamber was ornamented 
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with the full-length portrait of a young lady, arrayed in the faded mag- 
nificence of silk, satin, and brocade, and with a visage as faded as her 
dress. Above half a century ago. Dr. Heidegger had been on the point of 
marriage with this young lady; but, being affected with some slight dis- 
order, she had swallowed one oi her lover’s prescriptions, and died on the 
bridal evening. The greatest curiosity of the study remains to be ’nen- 
tioned; it was a ponderous folio volume, bound in black leather, with 
massive silver clasps. There were no letters on the back, and nobody could 
tell the title of the book. But it was well known to be a book of magic; 
and once, when a chambermaid had lifted it, merely to brush away the 
dust, the skeleton had rattled in its closet, the picture of the young lady 
had stepped one foot upon the floor, and several ghastly faces had peeped 
forth from the mirror; while the brazen head of Hippocrates frowned, 
and said, — “Forbear! ” 

Such was Dr. Heidegger’s study. On the summer afternoon of our tale 
a small round table, as black as ebony, stood in the centre of the room, 
sustaining a cut-glass vase of beautiful form and elaborate workmanship. 
The sunshine came through the window, between the heavy festoons of 
two faded damasP curtains, and fell directly across this vase; so that a 
mild splendor was reflected from it on the ashen visages of the five old 
people who sat around. Four champagne glasses were also on the table. 

“My dear old friends,” repeated Dr. Heidegger, “may I reckon on your 
aid in performing an exceedingly curious experiment?” 

Now Dr. Heidegger was a very strange old gentleman, whose eccen- 
tricity had become the nucleus for a thousand fantastic stories. Some of 
these fables, to my sham.e be it spoken, might possibly be traced back to 
my own veracious self; and if any passages of the present tale should 
startle the reader’s faith, I must be content to bear the stigma of a fiction 
monger. 

When the doctor’s four guests heard him talk of his proposed experi- 
ment, they anticipated nothing more wonderful than the murder of a 
mouse in an air pump, or the examination of a cobweb by the microscope, 
or some similar nonsense, with which he was constantly in the habit of 
pestering his intimates. But without waiting for a reply. Dr. Heidegger 
hobbled across the chamber, and returned with the same ponderous folio, 
bound in black leather, which common report affirmed to be a book of 
magic. Undoing the silver clasps, he opened the volume, and took from 
among its black-letter pages a rose, or what was once a rose, though now 
the green leaves and crimsgn petals had assumed one brownish hue, and 
the ancient flower seemed ready to crumble to dust in the doctor’s hands. 

“This rose,” said Dr. Heidegger, with a sigh, “this same withered and 
crumbling flower, blossomed five and fifty years ago. It was given me by 
Sylvia Ward, whose portrait hangs yonder; and I meant to wear it in my 
bosom at our wedding. Five and fifty years it has been treasured between 
the leaves of this old volume. Now, would you deem it possible that this 
rose of half a century could ever bloom again?” 

“Nonsense!” said the Widow Wycherly, with a peevish toss of her 
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head. ‘^You might as well ask whether an old woman ^s wrinkled face could 
ever bloom again.^’ 

''See! ” answered Dr. Heidegger. 

He uncovered the vase, and threw the faded rose into the water which it 
contained. At first, it lay lightly on the surface of the fluid, appearing to 
imbibe none of its moisture. Soon, however, a singular change began to be 
visible. The crushed and dried petals stirred, and assumed a deepening 
tinge of crimson, as if the flower were reviving from a deathlike slumber; 
the slender stalk and twigs of foliage became green; and there was the 
rose of half a century, looking as fresh as when Sylvia Ward had first 
given it to her lover. It was scarcely full blown; for some of its delicate 
red leaves curled modestly around its moist bosom, within which two or 
three dewdrops were sparkling. 

"That is certainly a very pretty deception,’^ said the doctor^s friends; 
carelessly, however, for they had witnessed greater miracles at a conjur- 
er’s show; "pray how was it effectec?” 

"Did you never hear of the 'Fountain of Youth?’ ” asked Dr Heideg- 
ger, "which Ponce De Leon, the panish adventurer, went in search of 
two or three centuries ago?” 

"But did Ponce De Leon ever find it?” said the Widow Wycherly. 

"No,” answered Dr. Heidegger, "for he never sought it in the right 
place. The famous Fountain of Youth, if I am rightly informed, is sit- 
uated in the southern part of the Floridian peninsula, not far from Lake 
Macaco. Its source is overshadowed by several gigantic magnolias, which, 
though numberless centuries old, have been kept as fresh as violets by the 
virtues of this wonderful water. An acquaintance of mine, knowing my 
curiosity in such matters, has sent me what you see in the vase.” 

"Ahem!” said Colonel Killigrew, who believed not a word of the doc- 
tor’s story; "and what may be the effect of this fluid on the human 
frame?” 

"You shall judge for yourself, my dear colonel,” replied Dr. Heidegger; 
"and all of you, my respected friends, are welcome to so much of this ad- 
mirable fluid as may restore to you the bloom of youth. For my own part, 
having had much trouble in growing old, I am in no hurry to grow young 
again. With your permission, therefore, I will merely watch the progress 
of the experiment.” 

While he spoke. Dr. Heidegger had been filling the four champagne 
glasses with the water of the Fountain of Youth. It was apparently im- 
pregnated with an effervescent gas, for little bubbles were continually 
ascending from the depths of the glasses, and bursting in silvery spray at 
the surface. As the liquor diffused a pleasant perfume, the old people 
doubted not that it possessed cordial and comfortable properties; and 
though utter sceptics as to its rejuvenescent power, they were inclined to 
swallow it at once. But Dr. Heidegger besought them to stay a moment. 

"Before you drink, my respectable old friends,” said he, "it would be 
well that, with the experience of a lifetime to direct you, you should draw 
up a few general rules for your guidance, in passing a second time through 
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Uie perUs of youth. Think what a sin and shame it would be, if, with your 
peculiar advantages, you should not become patterns of virtue and wis- 
dom to all the young people of the agel ’’ 

The doctor^s four venerable friends made him no answer, except by a 
feeble and tremulous laugh; so very ridiculous was the idea that, know- 
ing how closely repentance treads behind the steps of error, they should 
ever go astray again. 

^^Drink, then,” said the doctor, bowing: “I rejoice that I have so well 
selected the subjects of my experiment.” 

With palsied hands, they raised the glasses to their lips. The liquor, if 
it really possessed such virtues as Dr. Heidegger imputed to it, could not 
have been bestowed on four human beings who needed it more wofully. 
They looked as if they had never known what youth or pleasure was, but 
had been the offspring of Nature’s dotage, and always the gray, decrepit, 
sapless, miserable creatures, who now sat stooping round the doctor’s ta- 
ble, without life enough in their souls or bodies to be animated even by 
the prospect of growing young again. They drank off the water, and re- 
placed their glasses on the table. 

Assuredly there was an almost immediate improvement in the aspect of 
the party, not unlike what might have been produced by a glass of gener- 
ous wine, together with a sudden glow of cheerful sunshine brightening 
over all their visages at once. There was a healthful suffusion on their 
cheeks, instead of the ashen hue that had made them look so corpse-like. 
They gazed at one another, and fancied that some magic power had really 
begun to smooth away the deep and sad inscriptions which Father Time 
had been so long engraving on their brows. The Widow Wycherly adjust- 
ed her cap, for she felt almost like a woman again. 

'^Give us more of this wondrous water!” cried they, eagerly. “We are 
younger — but we are still too old! Quick — give us more! ” 

“Patience, patience!” quoth Dr. Heidegger, who sat watching the ex- 
periment with philosophic coolness. “You have been a long time growing 
old. Surely, you might be content to grow young in half an hour! But the 
water is at your service.” 

Again he filled their glasses with the liquor of youth, enough of which 
Still remained in the vase to turn half the old people in the city to the age 
of their own grandchildren. While the bubbles were yet sparkling on the 
brim, the doctor’s four guests snatched their glasses from the table, and 
swallowed the contents at a single gulp. Was it delusion? even while the 
draught was passing down their throats, it seemed to have wrought a 
diange on their whole systems. Their eyes grew clear and bright; a dark 
shade deep)ened among their silvery locl^, they sat around the table, three 
gentlemen of middle age, and a woman, hardly beyond her buxom prime, 

“My dear widow, you are charming!” cried Colonel Killigrew, whose 
oyes had been fixed upon her face, while the shadows of age were flitting 
from it like darkness from the crimson daybreak. 

The fair widow knew, of old, that Colonel Killigrew’s compliments 
were not always measured by sober truth ; so she started up and ran to the 
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mirror, still dreading that the ugly visage of an old woman would meet her 
gaze. Meanwhile, the three gentlemen behaved in such a manner as 
proved that the water of the Fountain of Youth possessed some intoxicat- 
ing qualities; unless, indeed, their exhilaration of spirits were merely a 
lightsome dizziness caused by the sudden removal of the weight of years. 
Mr. Gascoigne’s mind seemed to run on political topics, but whether re- 
lating to the past, present, or future, could not easily be determined, since 
the same ideas and phrases have been in vogue these fifty years. Now he 
rattled forth full-throated sentences about patriotism, national glory, and 
the people’s right; now he muttered some perilous stuff or other, in a sly 
and doubtful whisper, so cautiously that even his own conscience could 
scarcely catch the secret; and now again, he spoke in measured accents, 
and a deeply deferential tone, as if a royal ear were listening to his well- 
turned periods. Colonel Killigrew all this time had been trolling forth a 
jolly bottle song, and ringing his glass in symphony with the chorus, while 
his eyes wandered toward the buxom figure of the Widow Wycherly. On 
the other side of the table, Mr. Medbourne was involved in a calculation 
of dollars and cents, with which was strangely intermingled a project for 
supplying the East Indies with ice, by harnessing a team of whales to the 
polar icebergs. 

As for the Widow Wycherly, she stood before the mirror courtesying 
and simpering to her own image, and greeting it as the friend whom she 
loved better than all the world beside. She thrust her face close to the 
glass, to see whether some long-remembered wrinkle or crow’s foot had 
indeed vanished. She examined whether the snow had so entirely melted 
from her hair that the venerable cap could be safely thrown aside. At last, 
turning briskly away, she came with a sort of dancing step to the table. 

“My dear old doctor,” cried she, “pray favor me with another glass!” 

“Certainly, my dear madam, certainly!” replied the complaisant doc- 
tor; “see! I have already filled the glasses.” 

There, in fact, stood the four glasses, brimful of this wonderful water, 
the delicate spray of which, as it effervesced from the surface, resembled 
the tremulous glitter of diamonds. It was now so nearly sunset that the 
chamber had grown duskier than ever; but a mild and moonlike splendor 
gleamed from within the vase, and rested alike on the four guests and on 
the doctor’s venerable figure. He sat in a high-backed, elaborately-carved, 
oaken arm-chair, with a gray dignity of aspect that might have well befit- 
ted that very Father Time, whose power had never been disputed, save by 
this fortunate company. Even while quaffing the third draught of the 
Fountain of Youth, they were almost awed by the expression of his mys- 
terious visage. 

But, the next moment, the exhilarating gush of young life shot through 
their veins. They were now in the happy prime of youth. Age, with its 
miserable train of cares and sorrows and diseases, was remembered only 
as the trouble of a dream, from which they had joyously awoke. The fresh 
gloss of the soul, so early lost, and without which the world’s successive 
scenes had been but a gdlery of faded pictures, again threw its enchant-* 
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ment over all their prospects. They felt like new-created beings in a new^ 
created universe. 

“We are young! We are young! ” they cried exultingly. 

Youth, like the extremity of age, had effaced the strongly-marked char- 
acteristics of middle life, and mutually assimilated them all. They were a 
group of merry youngsters, almost maddened with the exuberant frolic- 
someness of their years. The most singular effect of their gayety was an 
impulse to mock the infirmity and decrepitude of which they had so late- 
ly been the victims. They laughed loudly at their old-fashioned attire, the 
wide-skirted coats and flapped waistcoats of the young men, and the an- 
cient cap and gown of the blooming girl. One limped across the floor like a 
gouty grandfather; one set a pair of spectacles astride of his nose, and 
pretended to pore over the black-letter pages of the book of magic; a 
third seated himself in an arm-chair, and strove to imitate the venerable 
dignity of Dr. Heidegger. Then all shouted mirthfully, and leaped about 
the room. The Widow Wycherly — if so fresh a damsel could be called a 
widow — tripped up to the doctor^s chair, with a mischievous merriment 
in her rosy face. 

“Doctor, you dear old soul,’’ cried she, “get up and dance with me!” 
And then the four young people laughed louder than ever, to think what a 
queer figure the poor old doctor would cut. 

“Pray excuse me,” answered the doctor quietly. “I am old and rheu- 
matic, and my dancing days were over long ago. But either of these gay 
young gentlemen will be glad of so pretty a partner.” 

“Dance with me, Clara!” cried Colonel Killigrew. 

“No, no, I will be her partner! ” shouted Mr. Gascoigne. 

“She promised me her hand, fifty years ago!” exclaimed Mr. Med- 
boume. 

They all gathered round her. One caught both her hands in his passion- 
ate grasp — another threw his arm about her waist — the third buried his 
hand among the glossy curls that clustered beneath the widow’s cap. 
Blushing, panting, struggling, chiding, laughing, her warm breath fanning 
each of their faces by turns, she strove to disengage herself, yet still re- 
mained in their triple embrace. Never was there a livelier picture of 
youthful rivalship, with bewitching beauty for the prize. Yet, by a strange 
deception, owing to the duskiness of the chamber, and the antique dresses 
which they still wore, the tall mirror is said to have reflected the figures of 
the three old, gray, withered grandsires, ridiculously contending for the 
skinny ugliness of a shrivelled grandam. 

But they were young: their burning passions proved them so. Inflamed 
to madness by the coquetry of the girl-widow, who neither granted nor 
quite withheld her favors, the three rivals began to interchange threaten- 
ing glances. Still keeping hold of the fair prize, they grappled fiercely at 
one another’s throats. As they struggled to and fro, the table was over- 
turned, and the vase dashed into a thousand fragments. The precious 
Water of Youth flowed in a bright stream across the floor, moistening the 
wings of a butterfly, which, grown old in the decline of summer, had 
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alighted there to die. The insect fluttered lightly through the chamber, 
and settled on the snowy head of Dr. Heidegger. 

“Come, come, gentlemen! — come, Madam Wycherly,” exclaimed the 
doctor, “I really must protest against this riot.” 

They stood still and shivered; for it seemed as if gray Time were call- 
ing them back from their sunny youth, far down into the chill and dark- 
some vale of years. They looked at old Dr. Heidegger, who sat in his 
carved arm-chair, holding the rose of half a century, which he had res- 
cued from among the fragments of the shattered vase. At the motion of 
his hand, the four rioters resumed their seats; the more readily, because 
their violent exertions had wearied them, youthful though they were. 

“My poor Sylvia's rose!” ejaculated Dr. Heidegger, holding it in the 
light of the sunset clouds; “it appea 's to be fading again.” 

And so it was. Even while the party were looking at it, the flower con- 
tinued to shrivel up, till it became as dry and fragile as when the doctor 
had first thrown it into the vase. He shook off the few drops of moisture 
which clung to its petals. 

“I love it as well thus as in its dewy freshness,” observed he, pressing 
the withered rose to his withered li.as. While he spoke, ihe butterfly flut- 
tered down from the doctor's snow> head, and fell upon the floor. 

His guests shivered again. A strange chillness, whether of the body or 
spirit they could not tell, was creeping gradually over them all. They 
gazed at one another, and fancied that each fleeting moment snatched 
away a charm, and left a deepening furrow where none had been before. 
Was it an illusion? Had the changes of a lifetime been crowded into so 
brief a space, and were they now four aged people, sitting with their old 
fiiend. Dr. Heidegger? 

“Are we grown old again, so soon?” cried they, dolefully. 

In truth they had. The Water of Youth possessed merely a virtue more 
transient than that of wine. The delirium which it created had effervesced 
away. Yes! they were old again. With a shuddering impulse, that showed 
her a woman still, the widow clasped her skinny hands before her face, 
and wished that the coffin lid were over it, since it could be no longer 
beautiful. 

“Yes, friends, ye are old again,” said Dr. Heidegger, “and lo! the Wa- 
ter of Youth is all lavished on the ground. Well — I bemoan it not; for if 
the fountain gushed at my very doorstep, I would not stoop to bathe my 
lips in it — no, though its delirium were for years instead of moments. 
Such is the lesson ye have taught me! ” 

But the doctor’s four friends had taught no such lesson to themselves. 
They resolved forthwith to make a pilgrimage to Florida, and quaff at 
morning, noon, and night, from the Fountain of Youth. 

Note. — In an English review, not long since, I have been accused of plagiarizing 
the idea of this story from a chapter in one of the novels of Alexandre Dumas There 
has undoubtedly been a plagiarism on one side or the other; but as my story was 
written a good deal more than twenty years ago, and as the novel is of considerably 
more recent date, I take pleasure in thinking that M. Dumas has done me the honor 
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to o{>propriate one of the fanciful conceptions of my earlier days. He is heartily wel« 
come to it ; nor is it the only instance, by many, in which the great French romancer 
has exercised the privilege of commanding genius by confiscating the intellectual 
property of less famous people to his own use and behoof. 

September, i860. 
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Howe’s Masquerade 

One afternoon, last summer, while walking along Washington Street, my 
eye was attracted by a signboard protruding over a narrow archway, near- 
ly opposite the Old South Church. The sign represented the front of a 
stately edifice, which was designated as the “Old Province House, kept 
by Thomas Waite.” I was glad to be thus reminded of a purpose, long en- 
tertained, of visiting and rambling over the mansion of the old royal gov- 
ernors of Massachusetts; and entering the arched passage, which pene- 
trated through the middle of a brick row of shops, a few steps transported 
me from the busy heart of modem Boston into a small and secluded court- 
yard. One side of this space was occupied by the square front of the Prov- 
ince House, three stories high, and surmounted by a cupola, on the top of 
which a gilded Indian was discernible, with his bow bent and his arrow on 
the string, as if aiming at the weathercock on the spire of the Old South. 
The figure has kept this attitude for seventy years or more, ever since 
good Deacon Drowne, a cunning carver of wood, first stationed him on 
his long sentinel’s wat A over the city. 

The Province House is constructed of brick, which seems recently to 
have been overlaid with a coat of light-colored paint. A flight of red free- 
■Jtone steps, fenced in by a balustrade of curiously wrought iron, ascends 
from the court-yard to the spacious porch, over which is a balcony, with 
an iron balustrade of similar pattern and workmanship to that beneath. 
These letters and figures — 16 P. S. 79 — are wrought into the iron work of 
the balcony, and probably express the date of the edifice, with the initials 
of its founder’s name. A wide door with double leaves admitted me into 
the hall or entry, on the right of which is the entrance to the bar-room. 

It was in this apartment, I presume, that the ancient governors held 
their levees, with vice-regal pomp, surrounded by the military men, the 
councillors, the judges, and other officers of the crown, while all the loy- 
alty of the province thronged to do them honor. But the room, in its pres- 
ent condition, cannot boast even of faded magnificence. The panelled 
wainscot is covered with dingy paint, and acquires a duskier hue from 
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the deep shadow into which the Province House is thrown by the brick 
block that shuts it in from Washington Street. A ray of sunshine never 
visits this apartment any more than the glare of the festal torches, which 
have been extinguished from the era of the Revolution. The most vener- 
able and ornamental object is a chimney-piece set round with Dutch tiles 
of blue-figured China, representing scenes from Scripture; and, for aught 
I know, the lady of Pownall or Bernard may have sat beside this fire- 
place, and told her children the story of each blue tile. A bar in modern 
style, well replenished with decanters, bottles, cigar boxes, and net-work 
bags of lemons, and provided with a beer pump, and a soda fount, ex- 
tends along one side of the room. At my entrance, an elderly person was 
smacking his lips with a zest whicfi satisfied me that the cellars of the 
Province House still hold good liquor, though doubtless of other vintages 
than were quaffed by the old governors. After sipping a glass of port sang- 
aree, prepared by the skilful hands « »f Mr. Thomas Waite, I besought that 
worthy successor and representati> e of so many historic personages to 
conduct me over their time honored mansion. 

He readily complied; but, to confess the truth, I was forced to draw 
strenuously upon my imagination, n order to find aught that was inter- 
esting in a house which, without its historic associations, would have 
seemed merely such a tavern as is usually favored by the custom of decent 
city boarders, and old-fashioned country gentlemen. The chambers, 
which were probably spacious in former times, are now cut up by parti- 
tions, and subdivided into little nooks, each affording scanty room for the 
narrow bed and chair and dressing-table of a single lodger. The great 
staircase, however, may be termed, without much hyperbole, a feature of 
grandeur and magnificence. It winds through the midst of the house by 
flights of broad steps, each flight terminating in a square landing-place, 
whence the ascent is continued towards the cupola. A carved balustrade, 
freshly painted in the lower stories, but growing dingier as we ascend, 
borders the staircase with its quaintly twisted and intertwined pillars, 
from top to bottom. Up these stairs the military boots, or perchance the 
gouty shoes, of many a governor have trodden, as the wearers mounted to 
the cupola, which afforded them so wide a view over their metropolis and 
the surrounding country. The cupola is an octagon, with several windows,, 
and a door opening upon the roof. From this station, as I pleased myself 
with imagining. Gage may have beheld his disastrous victory on Bunker 
Hill (unless one of the tri-mountains intervened) , and Howe have marked 
the approaches of Washington’s besieging army; although the buildings 
since erected in the vicinity have shut out almost every object, save the 
steeple of the Old South, which seems almost within arm’s length. De- 
scending from the cupola, I paused in the garret to observe the ponder- 
ous white-oak framework, so much more massive than the frames of mod- 
ern houses, and thereby resembling an antique skeleton. The brick walls, 
the materials of which were imported from Holland, and the timbers of 
the mansion, are still as sound as ever: b .t die floors and other interior 
parts being greatly decayed, it is contemplated to gut the whole, and build 
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a new house within the ancient frame and brick work. Among other in- 
conveniences of the present edifice, mine host mentioned that any jar or 
motion was apt to shake down the dust of ages out of the ceiling of one 
chamber upon the floor of that beneath it. 

We stepped forth from the great front window into the balcony, where, 
in old times, it was doubtless the custom of the king’s representativ^e to 
show himsell Ao a loyal populace, requiting their huzzas and tossed-up 
hats with stately bendings of his dignified person. In those days the front 
of the Provifice House looked upon the street; and the whole site now 
occupied by the brick range of stores, as well as the present court-yard, 
was laid out in grass plats, overshadowed by trees and bordered by a 
wrought-irrin fence. Now, the old aristocratic edifice hides its time-worn 
visage behind an upstart modern building; at one of the back windows I 
observed ^ome pretty tailoresses, sewing and chatting and laughing, with 
now and then a careless glance towards the balcony. Descending thence, 
we again entered the bar-room, where the elderly gentleman above men- 
tioned, the smack of whose lips had spoken so favorably for Mr. Waite’s 
good liquor, was still lounging in his chair. He seemed to be, if not a 
lodger, at least a familiar visitor of the house, who might be supposed to 
have his regular score at the bar, his summer seat at the open window, 
and his prescriptive corner at the winter’s fireside. Being of a sociable as- 
j)ect, I ventured to address him with a remark calculated to draw forth his 
historical reminiscences, if any such were in his mind; and it gratified me 
to discover, that, between memory and tradition, the old gentleman was 
really possessed of some very pleasant gossip about the Province House. 
The portion of his talk which chiefly interested me was the outline of the 
following legend. He professed to have received it at one or two removes 
from an eye-witness ; but this derivation, together with the lapse of time, 
must have afforded opportunities for many variations of the narrative; so 
that despairing of literal and absolute truth, I have not scrupled to make 
such further changes as seemed conducive to the reader’s profit and de- 
light. 


At one of the entertainments given at the Province House, during the 
latter part of the siege of Boston, there passed a scene which has never yet 
been satisfactorily explained. The officers of the British army, and the 
loyal gentry of the province, most of whom were collected within the be- 
leaguered town, had been invited to a masked ball; for it was the policy 
of Sir William Howe to hide the distress and danger of the period, and the 
desperate aspect of the siege, under an ostentation of festivity. The spec- 
tacle of this evening, if the oldest members of the provincial court circle 
might be believed, was the most gay and gorgeous affair that had occurred 
in the annals of the government. The brilliantly-lighted apartments were 
thronged with figures that seemed to have stepped from the dark canvas 
of historic portraits, or to have flitted forth from the magic pages of ro- 
mance, or at least to have flown hither from one of the London theatres, 
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without a change of garments. Steeled knights of the Conquest, bearded 
statesmen of Queen Elizabeth, and high-ruffled ladies of her court, were 
mingled with characters of comedy, such as a party-colored Merry An^ 
drew, jingling his cap and bells; a Falstaff, almost as provocative of 
laughter as his prototype; and a Don Quixote, with a bean pole for a 
lance, and a pot lid for a shield. 

But the broadest merriment was excited by a group of figures ridicu- 
lously dressed in old regimentals, which seemed to have been purchased 
at a military rag fair, or pilfered from some receptacle of the cast-off 
clothes of both the French and British armies. Portions of their attire had 
probably been worn at the siege of Ivouisburg, and the coats of most re- 
cent cut might have been rent and tattered by sword, ball, or bayonet, as 
long ago as Wolfe’s victory. One of these worthies — a tall, lank figure, 
brandishing a rusty sword of immense longitude — purported to be no less 
a personage than General George W ashington; and the other principal 
officers of the American army, sucl as Gates, Lee, Putnam, Schuyler, 
Ward and Heath, were represented b / similar scarecrows. An interview in 
the mock heroic style, between the ebel warriors and the British com- 
mander-in-chief, was received with immense applause, which came loud- 
est of all from the loyalists of the olony. There was one of the guests, 
however, who stood apart, eyeing these antics sternly and scornfully, at 
once with a frown and a bitter smile. 

It was an old man, formerly of high station and great repute in the 
province, and who had been a very famous soldier in his day. Some sur- 
prise had been expressed that a person of Colonel Joliffe’s known whig 
principles, though now too old to take an active part in the contest, should 
have remained in Boston during the siege, and especially that he should 
consent to show himself in the mansion of Sir William Howe. But thither 
he had come, with a fair granddaughter under his arm; and there, amid 
all the mirth and buffoonery, stood this stern old figure, the best sus- 
tained character in the masquerade, because so well representing the an- 
tique spirit of his native land. The other guests affirmed that Colonel 
Joliffe’s black puritanical scowl threw a shadow round about him; al- 
though in spite of his sombre influence their gayety continued to blaze 
higher, like — (an ominous comparison) — the flickering brilliancy of a 
lamp which has but a little while to burn. Eleven strokes, full half an 
hour ago, had pealed from the clock of the Old South, when a rumor was 
circulated among the company that some new spectacle or pageant was 
about to be exhibited, which should put a fitting close to the splendid fes- 
tivities of the night. 

‘'What new jest has your Excellency in hand?” asked the Rev. Mather 
Byles, whose Presbyterian scruples had not kept him from the entertain- 
ment. “Trust me, sir, I have already laughed more than beseems my cloth 
at your Homeric confabulation with yonder ragamuffin General of the 
rebels. One other such fit of merriment, and I must throw off my clerical 
wig and band.” 

“Not so, good Doctor Byles,” answered Sir William Howe; “if mirth 
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were a crime, you had never gained your doctorate in divinity. As to this 
new foolery, I know no more about it than yourself ; perhaps not so much. 
Honestly now, Doctor, have you not stirred up the sober brains of some 
of your countrymen to enact a scene in our masquerade?’^ 

“Perhaps,” slyly remarked the granddaughter of Colonel Joliffe, whose 
high spirit had been stung by many taunts against New England,— “per- 
haps we are to have a mask of allegorical figures. Victory, with trophies 
from Lexington and Bunker Hill — Plenty, with her overflowing horn, to 
typify the present abundance in this good town — and Glory, with a 
wreath for his Excellency’s brow.” 

Sir William Howe smiled at words which he would have answered with 
one of his darkest frowns had they been uttered by lips that wore a beard. 
He was spared the necessity of a retort, by a singular interruption. A 
sound of music was heard without the house, as if proceeding from a full 
band of military instruments stationed in the street, playing not such a 
festal strain as was suited to the occasion, but a slow funeral march. The 
drums sq^peared to be muffled, and the trumpets poured forth a wailing 
breath, which at once hushed the merriment of the auditors, filling all 
with wonder, and some with apprehension. The idea occurred to many 
that either the funeral procession of some great personage had halted in 
front of the Province House, or that a corpse, in a velvet-covered and gor- 
geously-decorated coffin, was about to be borne from the portal. After 
listening a moment. Sir William Howe called, in a stern voice, to the 
leader of the musicians, who had hitherto enlivened the entertainment 
with gay and lightsome melodies. The man was drum-major to one of the 
British regiments. 

“Dighton,” demanded the general, “what means this foolery? Bid your 
band silence that dead march — or, by my word, they shall have sufficient 
cause for their lugubrious strains! Silence it, sirrah ! ” 

“Please your honor,” answered the drum-major, whose rubicund visage 
had lost all its color, “the fault is none of mine. I and my band are all 
here together, and I question whether there be a man of us that could play 
that march without book. I never heard it but once before, and that was 
at the funeral of his late Majesty, King George the Second.” 

“Well, well! ” said Sir William Howe, recovering his composure — “it is 
the prelude to some masquerading antic. Let it pass.” 

A figure now presented itself, but among the many fantastic masks that 
were dispersed through the apartments none could tell precisely from 
whence it came. It was a man in an old-fashioned dress of black serge, 
and having the aspect of a steward or principal domestic in the household 
of a nobleman or great English landholder. This figure advanced to the 
outer door of the mansion, and thiowing both its leaves wide open, with- 
drew a little to one side and looked back towards the grand staircase as if 
expecting some person to descend. At the same time the music in the 
street sounded a loud and doleful summons. The eyes of Sir William 
Howe and his guests being directed to the staircase, there appeared, on 
the uppermost landing-place that was discernible from the bottom, sev- 
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eral personages descending towards the door. The foremost was a man ol 
stern visage, wearing a steeple-crowned hat and a skull-cap beneath it; a 
dark cloak, and huge wrinkled boots that came half-way up his legs. Un- 
der his arm was a rolled-up banner, which seemed to be the banner of 
England, but strangely rent and torn; he had a sword in his right hand, 
and grasped a Bible in his left. The next figure was of milder aspect, yet 
full of dignity, wearing a broad ruff, over which descended a beard, a 
gown of wrought velvet, and a doublet and hose of black satin. He car- 
ried a roll of manuscript in his hand. Close behind these two came a 
young man of very striking countenance and demeanor, with deep 
thought and contemplation on his brow, and perhaps a flash of enthusi- 
iasm in his eye. His garb, like that of his predecessors, was of an antique 
fashion, and there was a stain of blood upon his ruff. In the same group 
with these were three or four others all men of dignity and evident com- 
mand, and bearing themselves like personages who were accustomed to 
the gaze of the multitude. It was tho idea of the beholders that these fig- 
ures went to join the mysterious funeral that had halted in front of the 
Province House; yet that supposition seemed to be contradicted by the 
air of triumph with which they washed their hands, as they crossed the 
threshold and vanished through the portal. 

“In the devil’s name what is this?” muttered Sir William Howe to a 
gentleman beside him; “a procession of the regicide judges of King 
Charles the martyr?” 

“These,” said Colonel Joliffe, breaking silence almost for the first time 
that evening, — “these, if I interpret them aright, are the Puritan gover- 
nors — the rulers of the old original Democracy of Massachusetts. Endi- 
cott, with the banner from which he had tom the symbol of subjection, 
and Winthrop, and Sir Henry Vane, and Dudley, Haynes, Bellingham, 
and Leverett.” 

“Why had that young man a stain of blood upon his ruff?” asked Miss 
Joliffe. 

“Because, in after years,” answered her grandfather, “he laid down 
the wisest head in England upon the block for the principles of liberty.” 

“Will not your Excellency order out the guard?” whispered Lord 
Percy, who, with other British officers, had now assembled round the Gen- 
eral. “There may be a plot under this mummery.” 

“Tush! we have nothing to fear,” carelessly replied Sir William Howe. 
“There can be no worse treason in the matter than a jest, and that some- 
what of the dullest. Even were it a sharp and bitter one, our best policy 
would be to laugh it off. See — ^here come more of these gentry.” 

Another group of characters had now partly descended the staircase. 
The first was a venerable and white-bearded patriarch, who cautiously 
felt his way downward with a staff. Treading hastily behind him, and 
stretching forth his gauntleted hand as if to grasp the old man’s shoulder, 
came a tall, soldier-like figure, equipped with a plumed cap of steel, a 
bright breastplate, and a long sword, which rattled against the stairs. 
Next was seen a stout man, dressed in rich and courtly attire, but not of 
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courtly demeanor; his gait had the swinging motion of a seaman s walk, 
and chancing to stumble on the staircase, he suddenly grew wrathful, and 
was heard to mutter an oath. He was followed by a noble-looking person- 
age in a curled wig, such as are represented in the portraits of Queen 
Anne^s time and earlier ; and the breast of his coat was decorated with an 
embroidered star. While advancing to the door, he bowed to the right 
hand and to the left, in a very gracious and insinuating style; but as he 
crossed the threshold, unlike the early Puritan governors, he seemed to 
wring his hands with sorrow. 

“Prithee, play the part of a chorus, good Doctor Byles,’’ said Sir Wil- 
liam Howe. “What worthies are these?” 

“If it please your Excellency they lived somewhat before my day,” an- 
swered the doctor; “but doubtless our friend, the Colonel, has been hand 
and glove with them.” 

“Their living faces I never looked upon,” said Colonel Joliffe, gravely; 
“although I have spoken face to face with many rulers of this land, and 
shall greet yet another with an old man’s blessing ere I die. But we talk of 
these figures. I take the venerable patriarch to be Bradstreet, the last of 
the Puritans, who was governor at ninety, or thereabouts. The next is Sir 
Edmund Andros, a tyrant, as any New England school-boy will tell you ; 
and therefore the people cast him down from his high seat into a dun- 
geon. Then comes Sir William Phipps, shepherd, cooper, sea-captain, and 
governor — may many of his countrymen rise as high from as low an 
origin! Lastly, you saw the gracious Earl of Bellamont, who ruled us un- 
der King William,” 

“But what is the meaning of it all?” asked Lord Percy. 

“Now, were I a rebel,” said Miss Joliffe, half aloud, “I might fancy 
that the ghosts of these ancient governors had been summoned to form 
the funeral procession of royal authority in New England.” 

Several other figures were now seen at the turn of the staircase. The 
one in advance had a thoughtful, anxious, and somewhat crafty expres- 
sion of face, and in spite of his loftiness of manner, which was evidently 
the result both of an ambitious spirit and of long continuance in high sta- 
tions, he seemed not incapable of cringing to a greater than himself. A 
few steps behind came an officer in a scarlet and embroidered uniform, 
cut in a fashion old enough to have been worn by the Duke of Marlbor- 
ough. His nose had a rubicund tinge, which, together with the twinkle of 
his eye, might have marked him as a lover of the wine cup and good fel- 
lowship; notwithstanding which tokens he appeared ill at ease, and often 
glanced around him as if apprehensive of some secret mischief. Next came 
a portly gentleman, wearing a coat of shaggy cloth, lined with silken vel- 
vet; he had sense, shrewdness, and humor in his face, and a folio volume 
under his arm ; but his aspect was that of a man vexed and tormented be- 
yond all patience, and harassed almost to death. He went hastily down, 
and was followed by a dignified person, dressed in a purple velvet suit, 
with very rich embroidery; his demeanor would have possessed much 
stateliness, only that a grievous fit of the gout compelled him to hobble 
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from stair to stair, with contortions of face and body. AVhen Dr. Byles be- 
held this figure on the staircase, he shivered as with an ague, but con- 
tinued to watch him steadfastly, until the gouty gentleman had reached 
the threshold, made a gesture of anguish and despair, and vanished into 
the outer gloom, whither the funeral music summoned him. 

'^Governor Belcher I — my old patron! — in his very shape and dress! 
gasped Doctor Byles. “This is an awful mockery! 

“A tedious foolery, rather,’’ said Sir William Howe, with an air of in- 
difference. “But who were the three that preceded him?” 

“Governor Dudley, a cunning politician — yet his craft once brought 
him to a prison,” replied Colonel Joliffe. “Governor Shute, formerly a Col- 
onel under Marlborough, and whom the people frightened out of the 
province; and learned Governor Burnet, whom the legislature tormented 
into a mortal fever.” 

“Me thinks they were miserable i len, these royal governors of Massa- 
chusetts,” observed Miss Joliffe. “Heavens, how dim the light grows!” 

It was certainly a fact that the large lamp which illuminated the stair- 
case now burned dim and duskily: so that several figures, which passed 
hastily down the stairs and went f(*rth from the porch, appeared rather 
like shadows than persons of fleshly substance. Sir William Howe and his 
guests stood at the doors of the contiguous apartments, watching the 
progress of this singular pageant, with various emotions of anger, con- 
tempt, or half-acknowledged fear, but still with an anxious curiosity. The 
shapes which now seemed hastening to join the mysterious procession 
were recognized rather by striking peculiarities of dress, or broad charac- 
teristics of manner, than by any perceptible resemblance of features to 
their prototypes. Their faces, indeed, were invariably kept in deep sha- 
dow. But Doctor Byles, and other gentlemen who had long been familiar 
with the successive rulers of the province, were heard to whisper the 
names of Shirley, of Pownall, of Sir Francis Bernard, and of the well- 
remembered Hutchinson; thereby confessing that the actors, whoevei 
they might be, in this spectral march of governors, had succeeded in put- 
ting on some distant portraiture of the real personages. As they vanished 
from the door, still did these shadows toss their arms into the gloom of 
night, with a dread expression of woe. Following the mimic representative 
of Hutchinson came a military figure, holding before his face the cocked 
hat which he had taken from his powdered head; but his epaulettes and 
other insignia of rank were those of a general officer, and something in his 
mien reminded the beholders of one who had recently been master of the 
Province House, and chief of all the land. 

“The shape of Gage, as true as in a looking-glass,” exclaimed Lord 
Percy, turning pale. 

“No, surely,” cried Miss Joliffe, laughing hysterically; “it could not be 
Gage, or Sir William would have greeted his old comrade in arms! Per- 
haps he will not suffer the next to pass unchallenged.” 

“Of that be assured, young lady,” answered Sir William Howe, fixing 
his eyes, with a very marked expression, upon the immovable visage of 
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her grandfather. “I have long enough delayed to pay the ceremonies of a 
host to these departing guests. The next that takes his leave shall receive 
due courtesy.'^ ^ 

A wild and dreary burst of music came through the open door. It 
seemed as if the procession, which had been gradually filling up its ranks, 
were now about to move, and that this loud peal of the wailing trumpets, 
and roll of the muffled drums, were a call to some loiterer to make haste. 
Many eyes, by an irresistible impulse, were turned upon Sir William 
Howe, as if it were he whom the dreary music summoned to the funeral of 
departed power. 

*^See! — here comes the last! ” whispered Miss Joliffe, pointing her trem- 
ulous finger to the staircase. 

A figure had come into view as if descending the stairs; although so 
dusky was the region whence it emerged, some of the spectators fancied 
that they had seen this human shape suddenly moulding itself amid the 
gloom. Downward the figure came, with a stately and martial tread, and 
reaching the lowest stair was observed to be a tall man, booted and 
wrapped in a military cloak, which was drawn up around the face so as to 
meet the flapped brim of a laced hat. The features, therefore, were com- 
pletely hidden. But the British officers deemed that they had seen that 
military cloak before, and even recognized the frayed embroidery on the 
collar, as well as the gilded scabbard of a sword which protruded from 
the folds of the cloak, and glittered in a vivid gleam of light. Apart from 
these trifling particulars, there were characteristics of gait and bearing 
which impelled the wondering guests to glance from the shrouded figure 
to Sir William Howe, as if to satisfy themselves that their host had not 
suddenly vanished from the midst of them. 

With a dark flush of wrath upon his brow they saw the General draw 
his sword and advance to meet the figure in the cloak before the latter had 
stepped one pace upon the floor. 

‘Willain, unmuffle yourself 1 ’’ cried he. ‘‘You pass no farther I 

The figure, without blenching a hair’s breadth from the sword which 
was pointed at his breast, made a solemn pause and lowered the cape of 
the cloak from about his face, yet not sufficiently for the spectators to 
catch a glimpse of it. But Sir William Howe had evidently seen enough. 
The sternness of his countenance gave place to a look of wild amazement, 
if not horror, while he recoiled several steps from the figure, and let fall 
his sword upon the floor. The martial shape again drew the cloak about 
his features and passed on; but reaching the threshold, with his back to- 
wards the spectators, he was seen to stamp his foot and shake his clinched 
hands in the air. It was afterwards affirmed that Sir William Howe had 
repeated that selfsame gesture of rage and sorrow, when, for the last time, 
and as the last royal governor, he passed through the portal of the Prov- 
ince House. 

“Hark! — the procession moves,” said Miss Joliffe. 

The music was dying away along the street, and its dismal strains were 
mingled with the knell of midnight from the steeple of the Old South, and 
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with the roar of artillery, which announced that the beleaguering army of 
Washington had intrenched itself upon a nearer height than before. 
the deep boom of the cannon smote upon his ear, Colonel Joliffe raised 
himself to the full height of his aged form, and smiled sternly on the 
British General. 

‘Would your Excellency inquire further into the mystery of the pa- 
geant?’^ said he. 

“Take care of your gray headT’ cried Sir William Howe, fiercely, 
though with a quivering lip. “It has stood too long on a traitor^s shoul- 
ders I 

“You must make haste to chop it off, then,’’ calmly replied the Colonel; 
“for a few hours longer, and not all the power of Sir William Howe, nor 
of his master, shall cause one of these gray hairs to fall. The empire of 
Britain in this ancient province is a its last gasp to-night; — almost while 
I speak it is a dead corpse; — and methinks the shadows of the old gov- 
ernors are fit mourners at its funeral ! ” 

With these words Colonel Joliffe threw on his cloak, and drawing his 
granddaughter’s arm within his owa, retired from the last festival that a 
British ruler ever held in the old p‘ ovince of Massachusetts Bay. It was 
supposed that the Colonel and the young lady possessed some secret in- 
telligence in regard to the mysterious pageant of that night. However this 
might be, such knowledge has never become general. The actors in the 
scene have vanished into deeper obscurity than even that wild Indian 
band who scattered the cargoes of the tea ships on the waves, and gained 
a place in history, yet left no names. But superstition, among other leg- 
ends of this mansion, repeats the wondrous tale, that on the anniversary 
night of Britain’s discomfiture the ghosts of the ancient governors of 
Massachusetts still glide through the portal of the Province House. And, 
last of all, comes a figure shrouded in a military cloak, tossing his clinched 
hands into the air, and stamping his iron-shod boots upon the broad free- 
stone steps, with a semblance of feverish despair, but without the sound 
of a foot-tramp. 


When the truth-telling accents of the elderly gentleman were hushed, I 
drew a long breath and looked round the room, striving, with the best 
energy of my imagination, to throw a tinge of romance and historic gran- 
deur over the realities of the scene. But my nostrils snuffed up a scent of 
cigar smoke, clouds of which the narrator had emitted by way of visible 
emblem, I suppose, of the nebulous obscurity of his tale. Moreover, my 
gorgeous fantasies were wofully disturbed by the rattling of the spoon in a 
tumbler of whiskey punch, which Mr. Thomas Waite was mingling for a 
customer. Nor did it add to the picturesque appearance of the panelled 
walls that the slate of the Brookline stage was suspended against them, 
instead of the armorial escutcheon of some far-descended governor. A 
stage-driver sat at one of the windows, reading a penny paper of the day 
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— the Boston Times — and presenting a figure which could nowise be 
brought into any picture of “Times in Boston^^ seventy or a hundred 
years ago. On the window seat lay a bundle, neatly done up in brown 
paper, the direction of which I had the idle curiosity to read. “Miss 
Susan Huggins, at the Province House.” A pretty chambermaid, no 
doubt. In truth, it is desperately hard work, when we attempt to throw 
the spell of hoar antiquity over localities with which the living world, and 
the day that is passing over us, have aught to do. Yet, as I glanced at the 
stately staircase down which the procession of the old governors had de- 
scended, and as I emerged through the venerable portal whence their fig- 
ures had preceded me, it gladdened me to be conscious of a thrill of awe. 
Then, diving through the narrow archway, a few strides transported me 
into the densest throng of Washington Street. 


LEGENDS OF THE PROVINCE HOUSE 

II 

Edward Randolph’s Portrait 

The old legendary guest of the Province House abode in my remem- 
brance from midsummer till January. One idle evening last winter, con- 
fident that he would be found in the snuggest corner of the bar-room, I re- 
solved to pay him another visit, hoping to deserve well of my country by 
snatching from oblivion some else unheard-of fact of history. The night 
was chill and raw, and rendered boisterous by almost a gale of wind, 
which whistled along Washington Street, causing the gas-lights to flare 
and flicker within the lamps. As I hurried onward, my fancy was busy 
with a comparison between the present aspect of the street and that which 
it probably wore when the British governors inhabited the mansion whith- 
er I was now going. Brick edifices in those times were few, till a succes- 
sion of destructive fires had swept, and swept again, the wooden dwellings 
and warehouses from the most populous quarters of the town. The build- 
ings stood insulated and independent, not, as now, merging their separate 
existences into connected ranges, with a front of tiresome identity, — ^but 
each possessing features of its own, as if the owner’s individual taste had 
shaped it, — and the whole presenting a picturesque irregularity, the ab- 
sence of which is hardly compensated by any beauties of our modern 
architecture. Such a scene, dimly vanishing from the eye by the ray of 
here and there a tallow candle, glimmering through the small panes of 
scattered windows, would form a sombre contrast to the street as I beheld 
it, with the gas-lights blazing from corner to corner, flaming within the 
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shops, and throwing a noonday brightness through the huge plates of 
glass. 

But the black, lowering sky, as I turned my eyes upward, wore, doubt- 
less, the same visage as when it frowned upon the ante-revolutionary New 
Englanders. The wintry blast had the same shriek that was familiar to 
their ears. The Old South Church, too, still pointed its antique spire into 
the darkness, and was lost between earth and heaven; and as I passed, its 
clock, which had warned so many generations how transitory was their 
lifetime, spoke heavily and slow the same unregarded moral to myself. 
‘‘Only seven o’clock,” thought I. “My old friend’s legends will scarcely 
kill the hours ’twixt this and bedtime ” 

Passing through the narrow arch, ) crossed the court-yard, the confined 
precincts of which were made visible by a lantern over the portal of the 
Province House. On entering the bar room, I found, as I expected, the old 
tradition monger seated by a special good fire of anthracite, compelling 
clouds of smoke from a corpulent e gar. He recognized me with evident 
pleasure; for my rare properties as < patient listener invariably make me 
a favorite with elderly gentlemen and ladies of narrative propensities. 
Drawing a chair to the fire, I desired mine host to favor us with a glass 
apiece of whiskey punch, which wis speedily prepared, steaming hot, 
with a slice of lemon at the bottom, a dark-red stratum of port wine upon 
the surface, and a sprinkling of nutmeg strewn over all. As we touched 
our glasses together, my legendary friend made himself known to me as 
Mr. Bela Tiffany; and I rejoiced at the oddity of the name, because it 
gave his image and character a sort of individuality in my conception. 
The old gentleman’s draught acted as a solvent upon his memory, so that 
it overflowed with tales, traditions, anecdotes of famous dead people, and 
traits of ancient manners, some of which were childish as a nurse’s lul- 
laby, while others might have been worth the notice of the grave histor- 
ian. Nothing impressed me more than a story of a black mysterious pic- 
ture, which used to hang in one of the chambers of the Province House, 
directly above the room where we were now sitting. The following is as 
correct a version of the fact as the reader would be likely to obtain from 
any other source, although, assuredly, it has a tinge of romance approach- 
ing to the marvellous. 


In one of the apartments of the Province House there was long pre- 
served an ancient picture, the frame of which was as black as ebony, and 
the canvas itself so dark with age, damp, and smoke, that not a touch of 
the painter’s art could be discerned. Time had thrown an impenetrable 
veil over it, and left to tradition and fable and conjecture to say what had 
once been there portrayed. During the rule of many successive governors, 
it had hung, by prescriptive and undisputed right, over the mantel-piece 
of the same chamber; and it still kept its place when Lieutenant-Governor 
Hutchinson assumed the administration of the province, on the departure 
of Sir Fr^mcis Bernard. 
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The Lieutenant-Governor sat, one afternoon, resting his head against 
the carved back of his stately armchair, and gazing up thoughtfully at the 
void blackness of the picture. It was scarcely a time for such inactive mus- 
ing, when affairs of the deepest moment required the ruler’s decision ; for, 
within that very hour Hutchinson had received intelligence of the arrival 
of a British fleet, bringing three regiments from Halifax to overawe the 
insubordination of the people. These troops awaited his permission to oc- 
cupy the fortress of Castle William, and the town itself. Yet, instead of 
affixing his signature to an official order, there sat the Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor, so carefully scrutinizing the black waste of canvas that his demeanor 
attracted the notice of two young persons who attended him. One, wear- 
ing a military dress of buff, was his kinsman, Francis Lincoln, the Provin- 
cial Captain of Castle William; the other, who sat on a low stool beside 
his chair, was Alice Vane, his favorite niece. 

She was clad entirely in white, a pale, ethereal creature, who, though a 
native of New England, had been educated abroad, and seemed not mere- 
ly a stranger from another clime, but almost a being from another world. 
For several years, until left an orphan, she had dwelt with her father in 
sunny Italy, and there had acquired a taste and enthusiasm for sculpture 
and painting which she found few opportunities of gratifying in the un- 
decorated dwellings of the colonial gentry. It was said that the early pro- 
dtictions of her own pencil exhibited no inferior genius, though, perhaps, 
tiiemde atmosphere of New England had cramped her hand, and dimmed 
die glowing colors of her fancy. But observing her uncle’s steadfast gaze, 
which appeared to search through the mist of years to discover the sub- 
ject of the picture, her curiosity was excited. 

“Is it known, my dear uncle,” inquired she, “what this old picture once 
represented? Possibly, could it be made visible, it might prove a master- 
piece of some great artist — else, why has it so long held such a conspicu- 
ous place?” 

As her uncle, contrary to his usual custom (for he was as attentive to 
all the humors and caprices of Alice as if she had been his own best-be- 
loved child) , did not immediately reply, the young Captain of Castle Wil- 
liam took that office upon himself. 

“This dark old square of canvas, my fair cousin,” said he, “has been an 
heirloom in the Province House from time immemorial. As to the painter, 
I can tell you nothing; but, if half the stories told of it be true, not one of 
the great Italian masters has ever produced so marvellous a piece of work 
as that before you.” 

Captain Lincoln proceeded to relate some of the strange fables and 
fantasies which, as it was impossible to refute them by ocular demonstra- 
tion, had grown to be articles of popular belief, in reference to this old 
picture. One of the wildest, and at the same time the best accredited, ac- 
counts, stated it to be an original and authentic portrait of the Evil One, 
taken at a witch meeting near Salem; and that its strong and terrible re- 
semblatxe had been confirmed by several of the confessing wizards and 
witches, at their trial, in open court. It was likewise affirmed that a fa* 
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miliar spirit or demon abode behind the blackness of the picture, and had 
shown himself, at seasons of public calamity, to more than one of the 
royal governors. Shirley, for instance, had beheld this ominous appari- 
tion, on the eve of General Abercrombie’s shameful and bloody defeat, 
under the walls of Ticonderoga. Many of the servants of the Province 
House had caught glimpses of a visage frowning down upon them, at 
morning or evening twilight, — or in the depths of night, while raking up 
the fire that glimmered on the hearth beneath; although, if any were bold 
enough to hold a torch before the picture, it would appear as black and 
undistinguishable as ever. The oldest inhabitant of Boston recollected 
that his father, in whose days the portrait had not wholly faded out of 
sight, had once looked upon it, but would never suffer himself to be ques- 
tioned as to the face which was there represented. In connection with such 
stories, it was remarkable that over 'he top of the frame there were some 
ragged remnants of black silk, indi( ating that a veil had formerly hung 
down before the picture, until the iuskiness of time had so effectually 
concealed it. But, after all, it was the most singular part of the affair tha^ 
so many of the pompous governors ( f Massachusetts had allowed tJie ob- 
literated picture to remain in the sta € chamber of the Province House. 

“Some of these fables are really awful,” observed Alice Vane, who had 
occasionally shuddered, as well as smiled, while her cousin spoke. “P 
would be almost worth while to wipe away the black surface of the can- 
vas, since the original picture can hardly be so formidable as those whicJi 
fancy paints instead of it.” 

“But would it be possible,” inquired her cousin, “to restore this dark 
picture to its pristine hues?” 

“Such arts are known in Italy,” said Alice. 

The Lieutenant-Governor had roused himself from his abstracted 
mood, and listened with a smile to the conversation of his young relatives. 
Yet his voice had something peculiar in its tones when he undertook the 
explanation of the mystery. 

“I am sorry, Alice, to destroy your faith in the legends of which you 
are so fond,” remarked he; “but my antiquarian researches have long 
since made me acquainted with the subject of this picture — if picture it 
can be called — ^which is no more visible, nor ever will be, than the face of 
the long buried man whom it once represented. It was the portrait of Ed- 
ward Randolph, the founder of this house, a person famous in the history 
of New England.” 

“Of that Edward Randolph,” exclaimed Captain Lincoln, “who ob- 
tained the repeal of the first provincial charter, under which our fore 
fathers had enjoyed almost democratic privileges! He that was styled the 
arch-enemy of New England, and whose memory is still held in detesta- 
tion as the destroyer of our liberties! ” 

“It was the same Randolph,” answered Hutchinson, moving uneasily 
in his chair. “It was his lot to taste the bitterness of popular odium.” 

“Our annals tell us,” continued the Captain of Castle William, “that 
the curse of the people followed this Randolph where he went, and 
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wrought evil in all the subsequent events of his life, and that its effect was 
seen likewise in the manner of his death. They say, too, that the inward 
misery of that curse worked itself outward, and was visible on the 
wretched man’s countenance, making it too horrible to be looked upon. 
If so, and if this picture truly represented his aspect, it was in mercy that 
the cloud of blackness has gathered over it.” 

‘These traditions are folly to one who has proved, as I have, how little 
of historic truth lies at the bottom,” said the Lieutenant-Governor. “As 
regards the life and character of Edward Randolph, too implicit credence 
has been given to Dr. Cotton Mather, who — I must say it, though some 
of his blood runs in my veins — has filled our early history with old wom- 
en’s tales, as fanciful and extravagant as those of Greece or Rome.” 

“And yet,” whispered Alice Vane, “may not such fables have a moral? 
And, methinks, if the visage of this portrait be so dreadful, it is not with- 
out a cause that it lias hung so long in a chamber of the Province House. 
When the rulers feel themselves irresponsible, it were well that they 
should be reminded of the awful weight of a people’s curse.” 

The Lieutenant-Governor started, and gazed for a moment at his niece, 
as if her girlish fantasies had struck upon some feeling in his own breast, 
which all his policy or principles could not entirely subdue. He knew, in- 
deed, that Alice, in spite of her foreign education, retained the native 
sympathies of a New England girl. 

“Peace, silly child,” cried he, at last, more harshly than he had ever 
before addressed the gentle Alice. “The rebuke of a king is more to be 
dreaded than the clamor of a wild, misguided multitude. Captain Lincoln, 
it is decided. The fortress of Castle William must be occupied by the 
royal troops. The two remaining regiments shall be billeted in the town, 
or encamped upon the Common. It is time, after years of tumult, and al- 
most rebellion, that his majesty’s government should have a wall of 
strength about it.” 

“Trust, sir — trust yet awhile to the loyalty of the people,” said Cap- 
tain Lincoln; “nor teach them that they can ever be on other terms with 
British soldiers than those of brotherhood, as when they fought side by 
side through the French War. Do not convert the streets of your native 
town into a camp. Think twice before you give up old Castle William, the 
key of the province, into other keeping than that of true-born New 
Englanders.” 

“Young man, it is decided,” repeated Hutchinson, rising from his chair. 
“A British officer will be in attendance this evening, to receive the neces- 
sary instructions for the disposal of the troops. Your presence also will be 
required. Till then, farewell.” 

With these words the Lieutenant-Governor hastily left the room, while 
Alice and her cousin more slowly followed, whispering together, and once 
pausing to glance back at the mysterious picture. The Captain of Castle 
William fancied that the girl’s air and mien were such as might have be- 
longed to one of those spirits of fable — fairies, or creatures of a more an- 
tique mythology — who sometimes mingled their agency with mortal af- 
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fairs, half in caprice, yet with a sensibility to human weal or woe. As he 
held the door for her to pass, Alice beckoned to the picture and smiled. 

‘‘Come forth, dark and evil Shape! ” cried she. “It is thine hour! ” 

In the evening, Lieutenant-Governor Hutchinson sat in the same cham- 
ber where the foregoing scene had occurred, surrounded by several per- 
sons whose various interests had summoned them together. There were 
the Selectmen of Boston, plain, patriarchal fathers of the people, excel- 
lent representatives of the old puritanical founders, whose sombre 
strength had stamped so deep an impress upon the New England charac- 
ter. Contrasting with these were one or two members of Council, richly 
dressed in the white wigs, the embroidered waistcoats and other magnifi- 
cence of the time, and making a soniewhat ostentatious display of cour- 
tier-like ceremoniail. In attendance, likewise, was a major of the British 
army, awaiting the Lieutenant-Gov* ‘rnor’s orders for the landing of the 
troops, which still remained on boird the transports. The Captain of 
Castle William stood beside Hiitchi-ison’s chair with folded arms, glanc- 
ing rather haughtily at the British jfficer, by whom he was soon to be 
superseded in his command. On a able, in the centre of the chamber^ 
stood a branched silver candlestick throwing down the glow of half 21 
dozen wax-lights upon a paper apparently ready for the Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor’s signature. 

Partly shrouded in the voluminous folds of one of the window curtains, 
which fell from the ceiling to the floor, was seen the white drapery of a 
lady’s robe. It may appear strange that Alice Vane should have been 
there at such a time; but there was something so childlike, so wayward, in 
her singular character, so apart from ordinary rules, that her presence did 
not surprise the few who noticed it. Meantime, the chairman of the 
Selectmen was addressing to the Lieutenant-Governor a long and solemn 
protest against the reception of the British troops into the town. 

“And if your Honor,” concluded this excellent but somewhat prosy old 
gentleman, “shall see fit to persist in bringing these mercenary sworders 
and musketeers into our quiet streets, not on our heads be the responsibil- 
ity. Think, sir, while there is yet time, that if one drop of blood be shed, 
that blood shall be an eternal stain upon your Honor’s memory. You, sir, 
have written with an able pen the deeds of our forefathers. The more to 
be desired is it, therefore, that yourself should deserve honorable mention, 
as a true patriot and upright ruler, when your own doings shall be written 
down in history.” 

“I am not insensible, my good sir, to the natural desire to stand well in 
the annals of my country,” replied Hutchinson, controlling his impatience 
into courtesy, “nor know I any better method of attaining that end than 
by withstanding the merely temporary spirit of mischief, which, with 
your pardon, seems to have infected elder men than myself. Would you 
have me wait till the mob shall sack the Province House, as they did my 
private mansion? Trust me, sir, the time may come when you will be glad 
to flee for protection to the king’s banner, the raising of which is now so 
distasteful to you.” 
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^^Yes,” said the British major, who was impatiently exp)ecting the Lieu- 
tenant-Governor’s orders. ^^The demagogues of this Province have raised 
the devil and cannot lay him again. We will exorcise him, in God’s name 
and the king’s.” 

“If you meddle with the devil, take care of his claws I” answered the 
Captain of Castle William, stirred by the taunt against his countrymen. 

“Craving your pardon, young sir,” said the venerable Selectman, “let 
not an evil spirit enter into your words. We will strive against the oppres- 
sor with prayer and fasting, as our forefathers would have done. Like 
them, moreover, we will submit to whatever lot a wise Providence may 
send us, — always, after our own best exertions to amend it.” 

“And there peep forth the devil’s claws!” muttered Hutchinson, who 
well understood the nature of Puritan submission. “This matter shall be 
expedited forthwith. When there shall be a sentinel at every comer, and a 
court of guard before the town house, a loyal gentleman may venture to 
walk abroad. What to me is the outcry of a mob, in this remote province 
of the realm? The king is my master, and England is my country! Upheld 
by their armed strength, I set my foot upon the rabble, and defy them!” 

He snatched a pen, and was about to affix his signature to the paper 
that lay on the table, when the Captain of Castle William placed his hand 
upon his shoulder. The freedom of the action, so contrary to the cere- 
monious respect which was then considered due to rank and dignity, 
awakened general surprise, and in none more than in the Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor himself. Looking angrily up, he perceived that his young relative 
was pomting his finger to the opposite wall. Hutchinson’s eye followed the 
signal; and he saw, what had hitherto been unobserved, that a black silk 
curtain was suspended before the mysterious picture, so as completely to 
conceal it. His thoughts immediately recurred to the scene of the preced- 
ing afternoon ; and, in his surprise, confused by indistinct emotions, yet 
sensible that his niece must have had an agency in this phenomenon, he 
called loudly upon her. 

“Alice! — come hither, Alice! ” 

No sooner had he spoken than Alice Vane glided from her station, and 
pressing one hand across her eyes, with the other snatched away the sable 
curtain that concealed the portrait. An exclamation of surprise burst 
from every beholder; but the Lieutenant-Governor’s voice had a tone of 
horror. 

“By Heaven!” said he, in a low, inward murmur, speaking rather to 
himself than to those around him, “if the spirit of Edward Randolph were 
to appear among us from the place of torment, he could not wear more of 
the terrors of hell upon his face! ” 

“For some wise end,” said the aged Selectman, solemnly, “hath Provi- 
dence scattered away the mist of years that had so long hid this dreadful 
effigy. Until this hour no living man hath seen what we behold! ” 

Within the antique frame, which so recently had inclosed a sable waste 
of canvas, now appeared a visible picture, still dark, indeed, in its hues 
and shadings, but thrown forward in strong relief. It was a half-length 
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figure of a gentleman in a rich but very old-fashioned dress of embroid- 
ered velvet, with a broad ruff and a beard, and wearing a hat, the brim of 
which overshadowed his forehead. Beneath this cloud the eyes had a pe- 
culiar glare, which was almost lifelike. The whole portrait started so dis- 
tinctly out of the background, that it had the effect of a person looking 
down from the wall at the astonished and awe-stricken spectators. The 
expression of the face, if any words can convey an idea of it, was that of a 
wretch detected in some hideous guilt, and exposed to the bitter hatred 
and laughter and withering scorn of a vast surrounding multitude. There 
was the struggle of defiance, beaten down and overwhelmed by the crush- 
ing weight of ignominy. The torture of the soul had come forth upon the 
countenance. It seemed as if the picture, while hidden behind the cloud of 
immemorial years, had been all the ^ ime acquiring an intenser depth and 
darkness of expression, till now it glKimed forth again, and threw its evil 
omen over the present hour. Such, if the wild legend may be credited, was 
the portrait of Edward Randolph, a he appeared when a people s curse 
had wrought its influence upon his nature. 

T would drive me mad — that awful face!” said Hutchinson, who 
seemed fascinated by the contemplat on of it. 

^‘Be warned, then!” whispered Alice. “He trampled on a people^s 
rights. Behold his punishment — ^and avoid a crime like his!” 

The Lieutenant-Governor actually trembled for an instant; but, exert- 
ing his energy — which was not, however, his most characteristic feature 
— ^he strove to shake off the spell of Randolph’s countenance. 

“Girl!” cried he, laughing bitterly as he turned to Alice, “have you 
brought hither your painter’s art — ^your Italian spirit of intrigue — ^your 
tricks of stage effect — and think to influence the councils of rulers and 
the affairs of nations by such shallow contrivances? See here! ” 

“Stay yet a while,” said the Selectman, as Hutchinson again snatched 
the pen; “for if ever mortal man received a warning from a tormented 
soul, your Honor is that man ! ” 

“Away ! ” answered Hutchinson fiercely. “Though yonder senseless pic- 
ture cried Torbear ! ’ — it should not move me! ” 

Casting a scowl of defiance at the pictured face (which seemed at that 
moment to intensify the horror of its miserable and wicked look), he 
scrawled on the paper, in characters that betokened it a deed of despera- 
tion, the name of Thomas Hutchinson. Then, it is said, he shuddered, as 
if that signature had granted away his salvation. 

“It is done,” said he; and placed his hand upon his brow. 

“May Heaven forgive the deed,” said the soft, sad accents of Alice 
Vane, like the voice of a good spirit flitting away. 

When morning came there was a stifled whisper through the household, 
and spreading thence about the town, that the dark, mysterious picture 
had started from the wall, and spoken face to face with Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor Hutchinson. If such a miracle had been wrought, however, no traces 
of it remained behind, for within the antique frame nothing could be dis- 
cerned save the impenetrable cloud, which had covered the canvas since 
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the memory of man. If the figure had, indeed, stepped forth, it had fled 
back, spirit-like, at the daydawn, and hidden itself behind a century^s ob- 
scurity. The truth probably was, that Alice Vane^s secret for restoring the 
hues of the picture had merely effected a temporary renovation. But those 
who, in that brief interval, had beheld the awful visage of Edward Ran- 
dolph, desired no second glance, and ever afterwards trembled at ^,he re- 
collection of the scene, as if an evil spirit had appeared visibly among 
them. And as for Hutchinson, when, far over the ocean, his dying hour 
drew on, he gasped for breath, and complained that he was choking with 
the blood of the Boston Massacre; and Francis Lincoln, the former Cap- 
tain of Castle William, who was standing at his bedside, perceived a like- 
ness in his frenzied look to that of Edward Randolph. Did his broken 
spirit feel, at that dread hour, the tremendous burden of a People ^s curse? 


At the conclusion of this miraculous legend, I inquired of mine host 
whether the picture still remained in the chamber over our heads; but Mr. 
Tiffany informed me that it had long since been removed, and was sup- 
posed to be hidden in some out-of-the-way corner of the New England 
Museum. Perchance some curious antiquary may light upon it there, and, 
with the assistance of Mr. Howorth, the picture cleaner, may supply a not 
unnecessary proof of the authenticity of the facts here set down. During 
the progress of the story a storm had been gathering abroad, and raging 
and rattling so loudly in the upper regions of the Province House, that it 
seemed as if all the old governors and great men were running riot above 
stairs while Mr. Bela Tiffany babbled of them below. In the course of gen- 
erations, when many people have lived and died in an ancient house, the 
whistling of the wind through its crannies, and the creaking of its beams 
and rafters, become strangely like the tones of the human voice, or thun- 
dering laughter, or heavy footsteps treading the deserted chambers. It is 
as if the echoes of half a century were revived. Such were the ghostly 
sounds that roared and murmured in our ears when I took leave of the 
circle round the fireside of the Province House, and plunging down the 
door steps, fought my way homeward against a drifting snow-storm. 


LEGENDS OF THE PROVINCE HOUSE 

III 

Lady Eleanore^s Mantle 

Mine excellent friend, the landlord of the Province House, was pleased, 
the other evening, to invite Mr. Tiffany and myself to an oyster supper. 
This slight mark of respect and gratitude, as he handsomely observed. 
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was far less than the ingenious tale-teller, and I, the humble note-taker of 
his narratives, had fairly earned, by the public notice which our joint 
lucubrations had attracted to his establishment. Many a cigar had been 
smoked within his premises — many a glass of wine, or more potent aqua 
vitae, had been quaffed — many a dinner had been eaten by curious strang- 
ers, who, save for the fortunate conjunction of Mr. Tiffany and me, would 
never have ventured through that darksome avenue which gives access to 
the historic precincts of the Province House. In short, if any credit be due 
to the courteous assurances of Mr. Thomas Waite, we had brought his 
forgotten mansion almost as effectually into public view as if we had 
thrown down the vulgar range of shoe shops and dry goods stores, which 
hides its aristocratic front from Washington Street. It may be unadvis- 
able, however, to speak too loudly of the increased custom of the house, 
lest Mr. Waite should find it difficuli to renew the lease on so favorable 
terms as heretofore. 

Being thus welcomed as benefactc rs, neither Mr. Tiffany nor myself 
felt any scruple in doing full justice m the good things that were set be- 
fore us. If the feast were less magnifi- ent than those same panelled walls 
had witnessed in a by-gone century, —if mine host presided with some- 
what less of state than might have befitted a successor of the royal Gov- 
ernors, — if the guests made a less im])osing show than the bewigged and 
powdered and embroidered dignitaries, who erst banqueted at the guber- 
natorial table, and now sleep, within their armorial tombs on Copp’s Hill, 
or round King^s Chapel, — yet never, I may boldly say, did a more com- 
fortable little party assemble in the Province House, from Queen Anne’s 
days to the Revolution. The occasion was rendered more interesting by 
the presence of a venerable personage, whose own actual reminiscences 
went back to the epoch of Gage and Howe, and even supplied him with a 
doubtful anecdote or two of Hutchinson. He was one of that small, and 
now all but extinguished, class, whose attachment to royalty, and to the 
colonial institutions and customs that were connected with it, had never 
yielded to the democratic heresies of after times. The young queen of 
Britain has not a more loyal subject in her realm — perhaps not one who 
would kneel before her throne with such reverential love — as this old 
grandsire, whose head has whitened beneath the mild sway of the Repub- 
lic, which still, in his mellower moments, he terms a usurpation. Yet prej- 
udices so obstinate have not made him an ungentle or impracticable com- 
panion. If the truth must be told, the life of the aged loyalist has been of 
such a scrambling and unsettled character, — he has had so little choice of 
friends and been so often destitute of any, — that I doubt whether he 
would refuse a cup of kindness with either Oliver Cromwell or John Han- 
cock, — to say nothing of any democrat now upon the stage. In another 
paper of this series I may perhaps give the reader a closer glimpse of his 
portrait. 

Our host, in due season, uncorked a bottle of Madeira, of such exquisite 
perfume and admirable flavor that he surely must have discovered it in 
an ancient bin, down deep beneath the deepest cellar, where some jolly 
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old butler stored away the Governor's choicest wine, and forgot to reveal 
the secret on his death-bed. Peace to his red-nosed ghost, and a libation to 
his memory! This precious liquor was imbibed by Mr. Tiffany with pe- 
culiar zest; and after sipping the third glass, it was his pleasure to give us 
one of the oddest legends which he had yet raked from the storehouse 
where he keeps such matters. With some suitable adornments from my 
own fancy, it ran pretty much as follows. 


Not long after Colonel Shute had assumed the government of Massa- 
chusetts Bay, now nearly a hundred and twenty years ago, a young lady 
of rank and fortune arrived from England, to claim his protection as her 
guardian. He was her distant relative, but the nearest who had survived 
the gradual extinction of her family; so that no more eligible shelter could 
be found for the rich and high-born Lady Eleanore Rochcliffe than with- 
in the Province House of a transatlantic colony. The consort of Governor 
Shute, moreover, had been as a mother to her childhood, and was now 
anxious to receive her, in the hope that a beautiful young woman would 
be exposed to infinitely less peril from the primitive society of New Eng- 
land than amid the artifices and corruptions of a court. If either the Gov- 
ernor or his lady had especially consulted their own comfort, they would 
probably have sought to devolve the responsibility on other hands; since, 
with some noble and splendid traits of character. Lady Eleanore was re- 
markable for a harsh, unyielding pride, a haughty consciousness of her 
hereditary and personal advantages, which made her almost incapable of 
control. Judging from many traditionary anecdotes, this peculiar temper 
was hardly less than a monomania; or, if the acts which it inspired were 
those of a sane person, it seemed due from Providence that pride so sinful 
should be followed by as severe a retribution. That tinge of the marvel- 
lous, which is thrown over so many of these half-forgotten legends, has 
probably imparted an additional wildness to the strange story of Lady 
Eleanore Rochcliffe. 

The ship in which she came passenger had arrived at Newport, whence 
Lady Eleanore was conveyed to Boston in the Governor’s coach, attended 
by a small escort of gentlemen on horseback. The ponderous equipage, 
with its four black horses, attracted much notice as it rumbled through 
Cornhill, surrounded by the prancing steeds of half a dozen cavaliers, 
with swords dangling to their stirrups and pistols at their holsters. 
Through the large glass windows of the coach, as it rolled along, the 
people could discern the figure of Lady Eleanore, strangely combining an 
almost queenly stateliness with the grace and beauty of a maiden in her 
teens. A singular tale had gone abroad among the ladies of the province, 
that their fair rival was indebted for much of the irresistible charm of her 
appearance to a certain article of dress — an embroidered mantle — ^which 
had been wrought by the most skilful artist in London, and possessed 
even magical properties of adornment. On the present occasion, however, 
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she owed nothing to the witchery of dress, being clad in a riding habit of 
velvetj which would have appeared stiff and ungraceful on any othe: 
form. 

The coachman reined in his four black steeds, and the whole cavalcack 
came to a pause in front of the contorted iron balustrade that fenced the 
Province House from the public street. It was an awkward coincidence 
that the bell of the Old South was just then tolling for a funeral; so that, 
instead of a gladsome peal with which it was customary to announce the 
arrival of distinguished strangers, Lady Eleanore Rochcliffe was ushered 
by a doleful clang, as if calamity had come embodied in her beautiful 
person. 

“A very great disrespect!’^ exclaimed Captain Langford, an English 
officer, who had recently brought disoatches to Governor Shute. ^' I’he fu- 
neral should have been deferred, les* Lady Eleanore’s spirits be affected 
by such a dismal welcome.” 

“With your pardon, sir,” replied 1 >octor Clarke, a physician, and a fa- 
mous champion of the popular party “whatever the heralds may pretend, 
a dead beggar must have precedence of a living queen. King Death con- 
fers high privileges.” 

These remarks were interchanged while the speakers waited a passage 
through the crowd, which had gathered on each side of the gateway, leav* 
ing an open avenue to the portal of the Province House. A black slave in 
livery now leaped from behind the coach, and threw open the door; while 
at the same moment Governor Shute descended the flight of steps from 
his mansion, to assist Lady Eleanore in alighting. But the Governor’s 
stately approach was anticipated in a manner that excited general astoa 
ishment. A pale young man, with his black hair all in disorder, rushed 
from the throng, and prostrated himself beside the coach, thus offering his 
person as a footstool for Lady Eleanore Rochcliffe to tread upon. She held 
back an instant, yet with an expression as if doubting whether the young 
man were worthy to bear the weight of her footstep, rather than dissatis- 
fied to receive such awful reverence from a fellow-mortal. 

“Up, sir,” said the Governor, sternly, at the same time lifting his cane 
over the intruder. “What means the Bedlamite by this freak?” 

“Nay,” answered Lady Eleanore playfully, but with more scorn than 
pity in her tone, “your Excellency shall not strike him. When men seek 
only to be trampled upon, it were a pity to deny them a favor so easily 
granted — and so well deserved! ” 

Then, though as lightly as a sunbeam on a cloud, she placed her foot 
upon the cowering form, and extended her hand to meet that of the Gov- 
ernor. There was a brief interval, during which Lady Eleanore retained 
this attitude; and never, surely, was there an apter emblem of aristocracy 
and hereditary pride trampling on human sympathies and the kindred of 
nature, than these two figures presented at that moment. Yet the specta- 
tors were so smitten with her beauty, and so essential did pride seem to 
the existence of such a creature, that they gave a simultaneous acclama- 
tion of applause. 
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“Who is this insolent young fellow?” inquired Captain Langford, who 
still remained beside Doctor Clarke. “If he be in his senses, his impertin* 
enoe demands the bastinado. If mad, Lady Eleanore should be secured 
from further inconvenience, by his confinement.” 

“His name is Jervase Helwyse,” answered the Doctor ;^‘a youth of no 
birth or fortune, or other advantages, save the mind and soul that nature 
gave him , and being secretary to our colonial agent in London, it was his 
misfortune to meet this Lady Eleanore Rochcliffe. He loved her — and her 
scorn has driven him mad.” 

“He was mad so to aspire,” observed the English officer. 

“It may be so,” said Doctor Clarke, frowning as he spoke. “But I tell 
you, sir, I could well-nigh doubt the justice of the Heaven above us if no 
signal humiliation overtake this lady, who now treads so haughtily into 
yonder mansion. She seeks to place herself above the sympathies of our 
common nature, which envelops all human souls. See, if that nature do 
not assert its claim over her in some mode that shall bring her level with 
the lowest!” 

“Never!” cried Captain Langford indignantly — “neither in life, nor 
when they lay her with her ancestors.” 

Not many days afterwards the Governor gave a ball in honor of Lady 
Eleanore Rochcliffe. The principal gentry of the colony received invita- 
tions, which were distributed to their residences, far and near, by mes- 
sengers on horseback, bearing missives sealed with all the formality of 
official dispatches. In obedience to the summons, there was a general 
gathering of rank, wealth, and beauty; and the wide door of the Province 
House had seldom given admittance to more numerous and honorable 
guests than on the evening of Lady Eleanore’s ball. Without much ex- 
travagance of eulogy, the spectacle might even be termed splendid ; for, 
according to the fashion of the times, the ladies shone in rich silks and 
satins, outspread over wide-projecting hoops ; and the gentlemen glittered 
in gold embroidery, laid unsparingly upon the purple, or scarlet, or sky- 
blue velvet, which was the material of their coats and waistcoats. The lat- 
ter article of dress was of great importance, since it enveloped the wear- 
er's body nearly to the knees, and was perhaps bedizened with the amount 
of his whole year’s income, in golden flowers and foliage. The altered taste 
of the present day — a taste symbolic of a deep change in the whole sys- 
tem of society — ^would look upon almost any of those gorgeous figures as 
ridiculous; although that evening the guests sought their reflections in 
the pier-glasses, and rejoiced to catch their own glitter amid the glittering 
crowd. What a pity that one of the stately mirrors has not preserved a 
picture of the scene, which, by the very traits that were so transitory, 
might have taught us much that would be worth knowing and remem- 
bering! 

Would, at least, that either painter or mirror could convey to us some 
faint idea of a garment, already noticed in this legend, — the Lady Elea- 
nore^s embroidered mantle, — ^which the gossips whispered was invested 
with magic properties, so as to lend a new and untried grace to her figure 
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each time that she put it on! Idle fancy as it is, this mysterious mantle 
has thrown an awe around my image of her, partly from its fabled virtues, 
and partly because it was the handiwork of a dying woman, and, per- 
chance, owed the fantastic grace of its conception to the delirium of ap- 
proaching death. 

After the ceremonial greetings had been paid, Lady Eleanore Roch- 
cliffe stood apart from the mob of guests, insulating herself within a small 
and distinguished circle, to whom she accorded a more cordial favor than 
to the general throng. The waxen torches threw their radiance vividly 
over the scene, bringing out its brilliant points in strong relief; but she 
gazed carelessly, and with now and then an expression of weariness or 
scorn, tempered with such feminine j^^race that her auditors scarcely per- 
ceived the moral deformity of which t was the utterance. She beheld the 
spectacle not with vulgar ridicule, a. disdaining to be pleased with the 
provincial mockery of a court festival, but with the deeper scorn of one 
whose spirit held itself too high to participate in the enjoyment ot other 
human souls. Whether or no the rect llections of those who saw her that 
evening were influenced by the strange events with which she was sub- 
sequently connected, so it was that h‘*r figure ever after recurred to them 
as marked by something wild and unnatural, — although, at the time, the 
general whisper was of her exceeding beauty, and of the indescribable 
charm which her mantle threw around her. Some close observers, indeed, 
detected a feverish flush and alternate paleness of countenance, with cor- 
responding flow and revulsion of spirits, and once or twice a painful and 
helpless betrayal of lassitude, as if she were on the point of sinking to the 
ground. Then, with a nervous shudder, she seemed to arouse her energies 
and threw some bright and playful yet half-wicked sarcasm into the con- 
versation. There was so strange a characteristic in her manners and senti- 
ments that it astonished every right-minded listener; till looking in her 
face, a lurking and incomprehensible glance and smile perplexed them 
with doubts both as to her seriousness and sanity. Gradually, Lady Elea- 
nore Rochcliffe’s circle grew smaller, till only four gentlemen remained 
in it. These were Captain Langford, the English officer before mentioned; 
a Virginian planter, who had come to Massachusetts on some political er- 
rand; a young Episcopal clergyman, the grandson of a British earl; and, 
lastly, the private secretary of Governor Shute, whose obsequiousness had 
won a sort of tolerance from Lady Eleanore. 

At different periods of the evening the liveried servants of the Province 
House passed among the guests, bearing huge trays of refreshments and 
French and Spanish wines. Lady Eleanore Rochcliffe, who refused to wet 
her beautiful lips even with a bubble of Champagne, had sunk back into a 
large damask chair, apparently overwearied either with the excitement of 
the scene or its tedium, and while, for an instant, she was unconscious of 
voices, laughter and music, a young man stole forward, and knelt down at 
her feet. He bore a salver in his hand, on which was a chased silver gob- 
let, filled to the brim with wine, which he offered as reverentially as to a 
crowned queen, or rather with the awful devotion of a priest doing sacri- 
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fice to his idol. Conscious that some one touched her robe, Lady Eleanore 
started, and unclosed her eyes upon the pale, wild features and dishevel- 
led hair of Jervase Helwyse. 

‘Why do you haunt me thus?^^ said she, in a languid tone, but with a 
kindlier feeling than she ordinarily permitted herself to express, “They 
tell me that I have done you harm.” 

“Heaven knows if that be so,” replied the young man solemnly. “But, 
Lady Eleanore, in requital of that harm, if such there be, and for your 
own earthly and heavenly welfare, I pray you to take one sip of this holy 
wine, and then to pass the goblet round among the guests. And this shall 
be a symbol that you have not sought to withdraw yourself from the chain 
of human sympathies — which whoso would shake off must keep company 
with fallen angels.” 

“Where has this mad fellow stolen that sacramental vessel?” exclaimed 
the Episcopal clergyman. 

This question drew the notice of the guests to the silver cup, which was 
recognized as appertaining to the communion plate of the Old South 
Church; and, for aught that could be known, it was brimming over with 
the consecrated wine. 

“Perhaps it is poisoned,” half whispered the Governor's secretary. 

“Pour it down the villain^s throat! ” cried the Virginian fiercely. 

“Turn him out of the house!” cried Captain Langford, seizing Jervase 
Helwyse so roughly by the shoulder that the sacramental cup was over- 
turned, and its contents sprinkled upon Lady Eleanore^s mantle. “Whe- 
ther knave, fool, or Bedlamite, it is intolerable that the fellow should go 
at large.” 

“Pray, gentlemen, do my poor admirer no harm,” said Lady Eleanore, 
with a faint and weary smile. “Take him out of my sight, if such be your 
pleasure; for I can find in my heart to do nothing but laugh at him; 
whereas, in all decency and conscience, it would become me to weep for 
the mischief I have wrought! ” 

But while the by-standers were attempting to lead away the unfortu- 
nate young man, he broke from them, and with a wild, impassioned ear- 
nestness, offered a new and equally strange petition to Lady Eleanore. It 
was no other than that she should throw off the mantle, which, while he 
pressed the silver cup of wine upon her, she had drawn more closely 
around her form, so as almost to shroud herself within it. 

“Cast it from you ! ” exclaimed Jervase Helwyse, clasping his hands in 
an agony of entreaty. “It may not yet be too latel Give the accursed gar- 
ment to the flames! ” 

But Lady Eleanore, with a laugh of scorn, drew the rich folds of the 
embroidered mantle over her head, in such a fashion as to give a com- 
pletely new aspect to her beautiful face, which — ^half hidden, half re- 
vealed — seemed to belong to some being of mysterious character and pur- 
poses. 

“Farewell, Jervase Helwyse!” said she. “Keep my image in your re- 
membrance, as you behold it now.” 
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''Alas, lady I he replied, in a tone no longer wild, but sad as a funeral 
bell. "We must meet shortly, when your face may wear another aspect— 
and that shall be the image that must abide within me.’’ 

He made no more resistance to the violent efforts of the gentlemen and 
servants, who almost dragged him out of the apartment, and dismissed 
him roughly from the iron gate of the Province House. Captain Langford, 
who had been very active in this affair, was returning to the presence of 
Lady Eleanore Rochcliffe, when he encountered the physician, Doctor 
Clarke, with whom he had held some casual talk on the day of her ar- 
rival. The Doctor stood apart, separated from Lady Eleanore by the 
width of the room, but eying her with such keen sagacity that Captain 
Langford involuntarily gave him credit for the discovery of some deep 
secret. 

"You appear to be smitten, after all, with the charms of this queenly 
maiden,” said he, hoping thus to draw forth the physician’s hidden know- 
ledge. 

"God forbid!” answered Doctor Clarke, with a grave smile; "and if 
you be wise you will put up the samt prayer for yourself. Woe to those 
who shall be smitten by this beautiful Lady Eleanore! But yonder stands 
the Governor — and I have a word or two for his private ear. Good night! ” 

He accordingly advanced to Governor Shute, and addressed him in so 
low a tone that none of the by-standers could catch a word of what he 
said, although the sudden change of his Excellency’s hitherto cheerful 
visage betokened that the communication could be of no agreeable im- 
port. A very few moments afterwards it was announced to the guests that 
an unforeseen circumstance rendered it necessary to put a premature 
close to the festival. 

The ball at the Province House supplied a topic of conversation for the 
colonial metropolis for some days after its occurrence, and might still 
longer have been the general theme, only that a subject of all-engrossing 
interest thrust it, for a time, from the public recollection. This was the 
appearance of a dreadful epidemic, which, in that age and long before and 
afterwards, was wont to slay its hundreds and thousands on both sides of 
the Atlantic. On the occasion of whirh we speak, it was distinguished by a 
peculiar virulence, insomuch that it has left its traces — its pit-marks, to 
use an appropriate figure — on the history of the country, the affairs of 
which were thrown into confusion by its ravages. At first, unlike its ordi- 
nary course, the dLease seemed to confine itself to the higher circles of 
society, selecting its victims from among the proud, the well-born, and 
the wealthy, entering unabashed into stately chambers, and lying down 
with the slumberers in silken beds. Some of the most distinguished guests 
of the Province House '—even those whom the haughty Lady Eleanore 
Rochcliffe had deemed not unworthy of her favor — were stricken by this 
fatal scourge. It was noticed, with an ungenerous bitterness of feeling, 
that the four gentlemen —the Virginian, the British officer, the young 
clergyman, and the Governor’s secretary — who had been her most de- 
voted attendants on the evening of the ball, were the foremost ol. whom 
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the plague stroke fell. But the disease, pursuing its onward progress, soon 
ceased to be exclusively a prerogative of aristocracy. Its red brand was 
no longer conferred like a noble^s star, or an order of knighthood. It 
threaded its way through the narrow and crooked streets, and entered the 
low, mean, darksome dwellings, and laid its hand of death upon the 
artisans and laboring classes of the town. It compelled rich and poor to 
feel themselves brethren then; and stalking to and fro across the Three 
Hills, with a fierceness which made it almost a new pestilence, there was 
that mighty conqueror — that scourge and horror of our forefathers — the 
Small-Pox I 

We cannot estimate the affright which this plague inspired of yore, by 
contemplating it as the fangless monster of the present day. We must re- 
member, rather, with what awe we watched the gigantic footsteps of the 
Asiatic cholera, striding from shore to shore of the Atlantic, and march- 
ing like destiny upon cities far remote which flight had already half de- 
populated. There is no other fear so horrible and unhumanizing as that 
which makes man dread to breathe heaven’s vital air lest it be poison, or 
to grasp the hand of a brother or friend lest the gripe of the pestilence 
should clutch him. Such was the dismay that now followed in the track of 
the disease, or ran before it throughout the town. Graves were hastily dug, 
and the pestilential relics as hastily covered, because the dead were ene- 
mies of the living, and strove to draw them headlong, as it were, into their 
own dismal pit. The public councils were suspended, as if mortal wisdom 
might relinquish its devices, now that an unearthly usurper had found his 
way into the ruler’s mansion. Had an enemy’s fleet been hovering on the 
coast, or his armies trampling on our soil, the people would probably have 
committed their defence to that same direful conqueror who had wrought 
their own calamity, and would permit no interference with his sway. This 
conquerer had a symbol of his triumphs. It was a blood-red flag, that 
fluttered in the tainted air, over the door of every dwelling into which the 
Small-Pox had entered. 

Such a banner was long since waving over the portal of the Province 
House; for thence, as was proved by tracking its footsteps back, had all 
this dreadful mischief issued. It had been traced back to a lady’s luxurious 
chamber — to the proudest of the proud — to her that was so delicate, and 
hardly owned herself of earthly mould — to the haughty one, who took her 
stand above human sympathies — to Lady Eleanore! There remained no 
room for doubt that the contagion had lurked in that gorgeous mantle, 
which threw so strange a grace around her at the festival. Its fantastic 
splendor had been conceived in the delirious brain of a woman on her 
death-bed, and was the last toil of her stiffening fingers, which had inter- 
woven fate and misery with its golden threads. This dark tale, whispered 
at first, was now bruited far and wide. The people raved against the Lady 
Eleanore, and cried out that her pride and scorn had evoked a fiend, and 
that, between them both, this monstrous evil had been born. At times, 
their rage and despair took the semblance of grinning mirth ; and when- 
ever the red flag of the pestilence was hoisted over another and yet an- 
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other door, they clapped their hands and shouted through the streets, in 
bitter mockery: “Behold a new triumph for the Lady Eleanore! 

One day, in the midst of these dismal times, a wild figure approached 
the portal of the Province House, and folding his arms, stood contemplat- 
ing the scarlet banner which a passing breeze shook fitfully, as if to fling 
abroad the contagion that it t3rpified. At length, climbing one of the pil- 
lars by means of the iron balustrade, he took down the flag and enterei 
the mansion, waving it above his head. At the foot of the staircase he met 
the Governor, booted and spurred, with his cloak drawn around him, 
evidently on the point of setting forth upon a journey. 

“Wretched lunatic, what do you seek here?’^ exclaimed Shute, extend- 
ing his cane to guard himself from :ontact. “There is nothing here but 
Death. Back — or you will meet him! ’ 

“Death will not touch me, the banner-bearer of the pestilence! ^ cried 
Jervase Helwyse, shaking the red flag aloft. “Death, and the Pestilence, 
who wears the aspect of the Lady Elnanore, will walk through the streets 
to-night, and I must march before them with this banner! ” 

“Why do I waste words on the febow?’’ muttered the Governor, draw- 
ing his cloak across his mouih. “What matters his miserable life, when 
none of us are sure of twelve hours breath? On, fool, to your own de« 
struction! ” 

He made way for Jervase Helwyse, who immediately ascended the 
staircase, but, on the first landing place, was arrested by the firm grasp of 
a hand upon his shoulder. Looking fiercely up, with a madman’s impulse 
to struggle with and rend asunder his opponent, he found himself power- 
less beneath a calm, stern eye, which possessed the mysterious property 
of quelling frenzy at its height. The person whom he had now encoun- 
tered was the physician. Doctor Clarke, the duties of whose sad profes 
sion had led him to the Province House, where he was an infrequent 
guest in more prosperous times. 

“Young man, what is your purpose?” demanded he. 

“I seek the Lady Eleanore,” answered Jervase Helwyse, submissively. 

“All have fled from her,” said the physician. “Why do you seek her 
now? I tell you, youth, her nurse fell death-stricken on the threshold of 
that fatal chamber. Know ye not, that never came such a curse to our 
shores as this lovely Lady Eleanore? — that her breath has filled the air 
with poison? — that she has shaken pestilence and death upon the land, 
from the folds of her accursed mantle?” 

“Let me look upon her! ” rejoined the mad youth, more wildly. “Let me 
behold her, in her awful beauty, clad in the regal garments of the pestil- 
ence ! She and Death sit on a throne together. Let me kneel down before 
them! ” 

“Poor youth! ” said Doctor Clarke; and, moved by a deep sense of hu- 
man weakness, a smile of caustic humor curled his lip even then. “Wilt 
thou still worship the destroyer and surround her image with fantasies 
the more magnificent, the more evil she has wrought? Thus man doth 
ever to his tyrants. Approach, then! Madness, as I have noted, has tha<^ 
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good efficacy, that it will guard you from contagion — and perchance its 
own cure may be found in yonder diambcr.” 

Ascending another flight of stairs, he threw open a door and signed to 
Jervase Helwyse that he should enter. The poor lunatic, it seems prob- 
able, had cherished a delusion that his haughty mistress sat in state, un- 
harmed herself by the pestilential influence, which, as by enchantment, 
she scattered round about her. He dreamed, no doubt, that her beauty was 
not dimmed, but brightened into superhuman splendor. With such antici- 
pations, he stole reverentially to the door at which the physician stood, 
but paused upon the threshold, gazing fearfully into the gloom of the 
darkened chamber. 

“Where is the Lady Eleanore?’^ whispered he. 

“Call her,” replied the physician. 

“Lady Eleanore! — Princess! — Queen of Death!” cried Jervase Hel- 
wyse, advancing three steps into the chamber. ‘ She is not here! There, 
on yonder table, I behold the sparkle of a diamond which once she wore 
upon her bosom. There” — ^and he shuddered — “there hangs her mantle, 
on which a dead woman embroidered a spell of dreadful potency. But 
where is the Lady Eleanore?” 

Something stirred within the silken curtains of a canopied bed; and a 
low moan was uttered, which, listening intently, Jervase Helwyse began 
to distinguish as a woman ^s voice, complaining dolefully of thirst. He 
fancied, even, that he recognized its tones. 

“My throat! — ^my throat is scorched,” murmured the voice. “A drop 
of waterl ” 

“What thing art thou?” said the brain-stricken youth, drawing near 
the bed and tearing asunder its curtains. “Whose voice hast thou stolen 
for thy murmurs and miserable petitions, as if Lady Eleanore could be 
conscious of mortal infirmity? Fie! Heap of diseased mortality, why 
lurkest thou in my lady’s chamber?” 

“O Jervase Helwyse,” said the voice — and as it spc4te the figure con- 
torted itself, struggling to hide its blasted face — “look not now on the 
woman you once loved! The curse of Heaven hath stricken me, because 
I would not call man my brother, nor woman sister. I wrapped myself in 
PRIDE as in a mantle, and scorned the sympathies of nature; and there- 
fore has nature made this wretched body the medium of a dreadful sym- 
pathy. You are avenged — ^they are all avenged — ^Nature is avenged — for 
I am Eleanore Rochcliffe!” 

The malice of his mental disease, the bitterness lurking at the bottom 
of his heart, mad as he was, for a blighted and ruined life, and love that 
had been paid with cruel scorn, awoke within the breast of Jervase Hel- 
wyse. He shook his finger at the wretched girl, and the chamber echoed, 
the curtains of the bed were shaken, with his outburst of insane merri- 
ment. 

“Another triumph for the Lady Eleanore!” he cried. “All have been 
her victims! Who so worthy to be the final victim as herself?” 

Impelled by some new fantasy of his crazed intellect, he snatched the 
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fatal mantle and rushed from the chamber and the house. That night a 
procession passed, by torchlight, through the streets, bearing in the midst 
the figure of a woman, enveloped with a richly embroidered mantle; while 
in advance stalked Jervcise Helwyse, waving the red flag of the pestilence. 
Arriving opposite the Province House, the mob burned the effigy, and a 
strong wind came and swept away the ashes. It was said that, from that 
very hour, the pestilence abated, as if its sway had some mysterious con- 
nection, from the first plague stroke to the last, with Lady Eleanore^s 
Mantle. A remarkable uncertainty broods over that unhappy lady^s fate. 
There is a belief, however, that in a certain chamber of this mansion a fe^ 
male form may sometimes be duskily discerned, shrinking into the dark- 
est corner and muffling her face within an embroidered mantle. Suppos- 
ing the legend true, can this be othei than the once proud Lady Eleanore? 


Mine host and the old loyalist and I bestowed no little warmth of ap- 
plause upon this narrative, in whic'i we had all been deeply interested; 
for the reader can scarcely conceive how unspeakably the effect of such 
a tale is heightened when, as in the present case, we may repose perfect 
confidence in the veracity of him who tells it. For my own part, knowing 
how scrupulous is Mr. Tiffany to settle the foundation of his facts, I 
could not have believed him one whit the more faithfully had he professed 
himself an eye-witness of the doings and sufferings of poor Lady Eleanore. 
Some sceptics, it is true, might demand documentary evidence, or even 
require him to produce the embroidered mantle, forgetting that — Heaven 
be praised — it was consumed to ashes. But now the old loyalist, whose 
blood was warmed by the good cheer, began to talk, in his turn, about the 
traditions of the Province House, and hinted that he, if it were agreeable, 
might add a few reminiscences to our legendary stock. Mr. Tiffany, hav- 
ing no cause to dread a rival, immediately besought him to favor us with a 
specimen; my own entreaties, of course, were urged to the same effect; 
and our venerable guest, well pleased to find willing auditors, awaited 
only the return of Mr. Thomas Waite, who had been summoned forth to 
provide accommodations for several new arrivals. Perchance the public — 
but be this as its own caprice and ours shall settle the matter — may read 
the result in another Tale of the Province House. 
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IV 

Old Esther Dudley 

Our host having resumed the chair, he, as well as Mr. Tiffany and myself, 
expressed much eagerness to be made acquainted with the story to which 
the loyalist had alluded. That venerable man first of all saw fit to moisten 
his throat with another glass of wine, and then, turning his face towards 
our coal fire, looked steadfastly for a few moments into the depths of its 
cheerful glow. Finally, he poured forth a great fluency of speech. The 
generous liquid that he had imbibed, while it warmed his age-chilled 
blood, likewise took off the chill from his heart and mind, and gave him 
an energy to think and feel, which we could hardly have expected to find 
beneath the snows of fourscore winters. His feelings, indeed, appeared to 
me more excitable than those of a younger man ; or at least, the same de- 
gree of feeling manifested itself by more visible effects than if his judg- 
ment and will had possessed the potency of meridian life. At the pathetic 
passages of his narrative he readily melted into tears. When a breath of 
indignation swept across his spirit the blood flushed his withered visage 
even to the roots of his white hair; and he shook his clinched fist at the 
trio of peaceful auditors, seeming to fancy enemies in those who felt 
very kindly towards the desolate old soul. But ever and anon, sometimes 
in the midst of his most earnest talk, this ancient person’s intellect would 
wander vaguely, losing its hold of the matter in hand, and groping for it 
amid misty shadows. Then would he cackle forth a feeble laugh, and ex- 
press a doubt whether his wits — for by that phrase it pleased our ancient 
friend to signify his mental powers — were not getting a little the worse 
for wear. 

Under these disadvantages, the old loyalist’s story required more re- 
vision to render it fit for the public eye than those of the series which have 
preceded it; nor should it be concealed that the sentiment and tone of the 
affair may have undergone some slight, or perchance more than slight, 
metamorphosis, in its transmission to the reader through the medium of 
a thorough-going democrat. The tale itself is a mere sketch, with no in- 
volution of plot, nor any great interest of events, yet possessing, if I have 
rehearsed it aright, that pensive influence over the mind which the shadow 
of the old Province House flings upon the loiterer in its court-yard. 


The hour had come — the hour of defeat and humiliation — ^when Sir 
William Howe was to pass over the threshold of the Province House, and 
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embark, with no such triumphal ceremonies as he once promised himself, 
on board the British fleet. He bade his servants and military attendants 
go before him, and lingered a moment in the loneliness of the mansion, to 
quell the fierce emotions that struggled in his bosom as with a death throb. 
Preferable, then, would he have deemed his fate, had a warrior’s death 
left him a claim to the narrow territory of a grave within the soil which 
the King had given him to defend. With an ominous perception that, as 
his departing footsteps echoed adown the staircase, the sway of Britain 
was passing forever from New England, he smote his clinched hand on 
his brow, and cursed the destiny that had flung the shame of a dismem- 
bered empire upon him. 

‘‘Would to God,” cried he, hardly repressing his tears of rage, “that the 
rebels were even now at the doorstep! A blood-stain upon the floor should 
then bear testimony that the last British ruler was faithful to his trust.” 

The tremulous voice of a woman replied to his exclamation. 

“Heaven’s cause and the King’s ire one,” it said. “Go forth, Sir Wil- 
liam Howe, and trust in Heaven to bring back a Royal Governor in tri- 
umph.” 

Subduing, at once, the passion 'o which he had yielded only in the 
faith that it was unwitnessed, Sir AVilliam Howe became conscious that 
an aged woman, leaning on a gold-headed staff, was standing betwixt him 
and the door. It was old Esther Dudley, who had dwelt almost immem- 
orial years in this mansion, until her presence seemed as inseparable fronTi 
it as the recollections of its history. She was the daughter of an ancient 
and once eminent family, which had fallen into poverty and decay, and 
left its last descendant no resource save the bounty of the King, nor any 
shelter except within the walls of the Province House. An office in the 
household, with merely nominal duties, had been assigned to her as a pre- 
text for the payment of a small pension, the greater part of which she ex- 
pended in adorning herself with an antique magnificence of attire. The 
claims of Esther Dudley’s gentle blood were acknowledged by all the 
successive Governors ; and they treated her with the punctilious courtesy 
which it was her foible to demand, not always with success, from a ne- 
glectful world. The only actual share which she assumed in the business 
of the mansion was to glide through its passages and public chambers, 
late at night, to see that the servants had dropped no fire from their 
flaring torches, nor left embers crackling and blazing on the hearths. 
Perhaps it was this invariable custom of walking her rounds in the hush 
of midnight that caused the superstition of the times to invest the old 
woman with attributes of awe and mystery; fabling that she had en- 
tered the portal of the Province House, none knew whence, in the train of 
the first Royal Governor, and that it was her fate to dwell there till the 
last should have departed. But Sir William Howe, if he ever heard this 
legend, had forgotten it. 

“Mistress Dudley, why are you loitering here?” asked he, with some 
severity of tone. “It is my pleasure to be the last in this mansion of the 
King.” 
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‘'Not so, if it please your Excellency,’^ answered the time-stricken 
woman. “This roof has sheltered me long. I will not pass from it until they 
bear me to the tomb of my forefathers. What other shelter is there for old 
Esther Dudley, save the Province House or the grave?” 

“Now Heaven forgive me!” said Sir William Howe to himself. “I was 
about to leave this wretched old creature to starve or beg. Take thi**, good 
Mistress Dudley,” he added, putting a purse into her hands. “King 
George’s head on these golden guineas is sterling yet, and will continue so, 
I warrant you, even should the rebels crown John Hancock their king. 
That purse will buy a better shelter than the Province House can now 
afford.” 

“While the burden of life remains upon me, I will have no other shelter 
than this roof,” persisted Esther Dudley, striking her staff upon the floor 
with a gesture that expressed immovable resolve. “And when your Ex- 
cellency returns in triumph, I will totter into the porch to welcome you.” 

“My poor old friend!” answered the British General, — and all his 
manly and martial pride could no longer restrain a gush of bitter tears. 
“This is an evil hour for you and me. The Province which the King in- 
trusted to my charge is lost. I go hence in misfortune — ^perchance in dis- 
grace — to return no more. And you, whose present being is incorporated 
with the past — who have seen Governor after Governor, in stately pag- 
eantry, ascend these steps — whose whole life has been an observance of 
majestic ceremonies, and a worship of the King — how will you endure the 
change? Come with us! Bid farewell to a land that has shaken off its al- 
legiance, and live still under a royal government, at Halifax.” 

“Never, never!” said the pertinacious old dame. “Here will I abide; 
and King George shall still have one true subject in his disloyal Prov- 
ince.” 

“Beshrew the old fool!” muttered Sir William Howe, growing impa- 
tient of her obstinacy, and ashamed of the emotion into which he had 
been betrayed. “She is the very moral of old-fashioned prejudice, and 
could exist nowhere but in this musty edifice. Well, then. Mistress Dud- 
ley, since you will needs tarry, I give the Province House in charge to 
you. Take this key, and keep it safe until myself, or some other Royal 
Governor, shall demand it of you.” 

Smiling bitterly at himself and her, he took the heavy key of the Prov- 
ince House, and delivering it into the old lady’s hands, drew his cloak 
around him for departure. As the General glanced back at Esther Dud- 
ley’s antique figure, he deemed her well fitted for such a charge, as being 
so perfect a representative of the decayed past — of an age gone by, with 
its manners, opinions, faith and feelings, all fallen into oblivion or scorn 
— of what had once been a reality, but was now merely a vision of faded 
magnificence. Then Sir William Howe strode forth, smiting his clinched 
hands together, in the fierce anguish of his spirit; and old Esther Dudley 
was left to keep watch in the lonely Province House, dwelling there with 
memory; and if Hope ever seemed to flit around her, still was it Memory 
in disguise. 
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The total change of affairs that ensued on the departure of the British 
troops did not drive the venerable lady from her stronghold. There was 
not, for many years afterwards, a Governor of Massachusetts; and the 
magistrates, who had charge of such matters, saw no objection to Esther 
Dudley’s residence in the Province House, especially as they must other- 
wise have paid a hireling for taking care of the premises, which with her 
was a labor of love. And so they left her the undisturbed mistress of the 
old historic edifice. Many and strange were the fables which the gossips 
whispered about her, in all the chimney corners of the town. Among the 
time-worn articles of furniture that had been left in the mansion there was 
a tall, antique mirror, which was well worthy of a tale by itself, and per- 
haps may hereafter be the theme of one. The gold of its heavily-wrought 
frame was tarnished, and its surface so blurred, that the old woman’s 
figure, whenever she paused before it, looked indistinct and ghost-like. 
But it was the general belief that Es'-her could cause the Governors of the 
overthrown dynasty, with the beauti ful ladies who had once adorned their 
festivals, the Indian chiefs who harl come up to the Province House to 
hold council or swear allegiance, the grim Provincial warriors, the severe 
clergymen — in short, all the pageantry of gone days — all the figures that 
ever swept across the broad plate of glass in former times — she could 
cause the whole to reappear, and people the inner world of the mirror 
with shadows of old life. Such legends as these, together with the singular- 
ity of her isolated existence, her age, and the infirmity that each added 
winter flung upon her, made Mistress Dudley the object both of fear and 
pity; and it was partly the result of either sentiment that, amid all the 
angry license of the times, neither wrong nor insult ever fell upon her un- 
protected head. Indeed, there was so much haughtiness in her demeanor 
towards intruders, among whom she reckoned all persons acting under 
the new authorities, that it was really an affair of no small nerve to look 
her in the face. And to do the people justice, stern republicans as they had 
now become, they were well content that the old gentlewoman, in her 
hoop petticoat and faded embroidery, should still haunt the palace of 
ruined pride and overthrown power, the symbol of a departed system, 
embodying a history in her person. So Esther Dudley dwelt year after 
year in the Province House, still reverencing all that others had flung 
aside, still faithful to her King, who, so long as the venerable dame yet 
held her post, might be said to retain one true subject in New England, 
and one spot of the empire that had been wrested from him. 

And did she dwell there in utter loneliness? Rumor said, not so. When- 
ever her chill and withered heart desired warmth, she was wont to sum- 
mon a black slave of Governor Shirley’s from the blurred mirror, and 
send him in search of guests who had long ago been familiar in those de- 
serted chambers. Forth went the sable messenger, with the starlight or 
the moonshine gleaming through him, and did his errand in the burial 
ground, knocking at the iron doors of tombs, or upon the marble slabs 
that covered them, and whispering to those within: ^^My mistress, old 
Esther Dudley, bids you to the Province House at midnight.” And punct- 
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ually as the clock of the Old South told twelve came the shadows of the 
Olivers, the Hutchinsons, the Dudleys, all the grandees of a by-gone gen^ 
eration, gliding beneath the portal into the well-known mansion, where 
Esther mingled with them as if she likewise were a shade. Without vouch- 
ing for the truth of such traditions, it is certain that Mistress Dudley 
sometimes assembled a few of the stanch, though crestfallen, old .ories, 
who had lingered in the rebel town during those days of wrath and tribu- 
lation. Out of a cobwebbed bottle, containing liquor that a royal Gover- 
nor might have smacked his lips over, they quaffed healths to the King, 
and babbled treason to the Republic, feeling as if the protecting shadow 
of the throne were still flung around them. But, draining the last drops 
of their liquor, they stole timorously homeward, and answered not again 
if the rude mob reviled them in the street. 

Yet Esther Dudley’s most frequent and favored guests were the chil- 
dren of the town. Towards them she was never stern. A kindly and loving 
nature, hindered elsewhere from its free course by a thousand rocky 
prejudices, lavished itself upon these little ones. By bribes of gingerbread 
of her own making, stamped with a royal crown, she tempted their sunny 
sportiveness beneath the gloomy portal of the Province House, and would 
often beguile them to spend a whole play-day there, sitting in a circle 
round the verge of her hoop petticoat, greedily attentive to her stories of 
a dead world. And when these little boys and girls stole forth again from 
the dark, mysterious mansion, they went bewildered, full of old feelings 
that graver people had long ago forgotten, rubbing their eyes at the world 
around them as if they had gone astray into ancient times, and become 
children of the past. At home, when their parents asked where they had 
loitered such a weary while, and with whom they had been at play, the 
children would talk of all the departed worthies of the Province, as far 
back as Governor Belcher and the haughty dame of Sir William Phipps. 
It would seem as though they had been sitting on the knees of these fa- 
mous personages, whom the grave had hidden for half a century, and had 
toyed with the embroidery of their rich waistcoats^ or roguishly pulled 
the long curls of their flowing wigs. ‘^But Governor Belcher has been dead 
this many a year,” would the mother say to her little boy. “And did you 
really see him at the Province House?” “Oh yes, dear mother! yes! ” the 
half-dreaming child would answer. “But when old Esther had done speak- 
ing about him he faded away out of his chair.” Thus, wdthout affrighting 
her little guests, she led them by the hand into the chambers of her own 
desolate heart, and made childhood’s fancy discern the ghosts that 
haunted there. 

Living so continually in her own circle of ideas, and never regulating 
her mind by a proper reference to present things, Esther Dudley appears 
to have grown partially crazed. It was found that she had no right sense 
of the progress and true state of the Revolutionary War, but held a con- 
stant faith that the armies of Britain were victorious on every field, and 
destined to be ultimately triumphant. Whenever the town rejoiced for a 
battle won by Washington, or Gates^ or Morgan, or Greene, the news^ in 
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passing through the door of the Province House, as through the ivory 
gate of dreams, became metamorphosed into a strange tale of the prowess 
of Howe, Clinton, or Cornwallis. Sooner or later it was her invincible be 
lief the colonies would be prostrate at the footstool of the King. Some 
times she seemed to take for granted that such was already the case. On 
one occasion, she startled the towns-people by a brilliant illumination of 
the Province House, with candles at every pane of glass, and a trans 
parency of the King’s initials and a crown of light in the great balcony 
window. The figure of the aged woman in the most gorgeous of her mil 
dewed velvets and brocades was seen passing from casement to casement^ 
until she paused before the balcony and flourished a huge key above hei 
head. Her wrinkled visage actually gleamed with triumph, as if the soul 
within her were a festal lamp. 

‘'What means this blaze of light? vVhat does old Esther’s joy portend?” 
whispered a spectator. "It is fright! al to see her gliding about the cham- 
bers, and rejoicing there without a s< ul to bear her company.” 

"It is as if she were making merry in a tomb,” said another. 

"Pshaw 1 It is no such mystery,” )bserved an old man, after some brief 
exercise of memory. "Mistress Dud ey is keeping jubilee for the King of 
England’s birthday.” 

Then the people laughed aloud, and would have thrown mud against 
the blazing transparency of the King’s crown and initials, only that they 
pitied the poor old dame, who was so dismally triumphant amid the wreck 
and ruin of the system to which she appertained. 

Oftentimes it was her custom to climb the weary staircase that wound 
upward to the cupola, and thence strain her dimmed eyesight seaward 
and countryward, watching for a British fleet, or for the march of a grand 
procession, with the King’s banner floating over it. The passengers in the 
street below would discern her anxious visage, and send up a shout, 
"When the golden Indian on the Province House shall shoot his arrow, 
and when the cock on the Old South spire shall crow, then look for a 
Royal Governor again! ” — for this had grown a byword through the town. 
And at last, after long, long years, old Esther Dudley knew, or perchance 
she only dreamed, that a Royal Governor was on the eve of returning to 
the Province House, to receive the heavy key w’^hich Sir William Howe 
had committed to her charge. Now it was the fact that intelligence bear- 
ing some faint analogy to Esther’s version of it w^as current among the 
townspeople. She set the mansion in the best order that her means al- 
lowed, and, arraying herself in silks and tarnished gold, stood long before 
the blurred mirror to admire her own magnificence. As she gazed, the gray 
and withered lady moved her ashen lips, murmuring half aloud, talking to 
shapes that she saw within the mirror, to shadows of her own fantasies, 
to the household friends of memory, and bidding them rejoice with her 
and come forth to meet the Governor. And while absorbed in this com- 
munion, Mistress Dudley heard the tramp of many footsteps in the street, 
and, looking out at the window, beheld what she construed as the Royal 
Governor’s arrival. 
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“O haCT>y day! O blessed, blessed hour!’’ she exclaimed. ^‘Let me but 
bid him welcome within the portal, and my task in the Province House, 
and on earth, is done! 

Then with tottering feet, which age and tremulous joy caused to tread 
amiss, she hurried down the grand staircase, her silks sweeping and rust- 
ling as she went, so that the sound was as if a train of spectral cou i tiers 
were thronging from the dim mirror. And Esther Dudley fancied that as 
soon as the wide door should be flung open, all the pomp and splendor of 
by-gone times would pace majestically into the Province House, and the 
gilded tapestry of the past would be brightened by the sunshine of the 
present. She turned the key — withdrew it from the lock — unclosed the 
door — and stepped across the threshold. Advancing up the court-yard ap- 
peared a person of most dignified mien, with tokens, as Esther interpreted 
them, of gentle blood, high rank, and long-accustomed authority, 3ven in 
his walk and every gesture. He was richly dressed, but wore a gouty shoe, 
which, however, did not lessen the stateliness of his gait. Around and be- 
hind him were people in plain civic dresses, and two or three war-worn 
veterans, evidently officers of rank, arrayed in a uniform of blue and buff. 
But Esther Dudley, firm in the belief that had fastened its roots about 
her heart, beheld only the principal personage, and never doubted that 
this was the long-looked-for Governor, to whom she was to surrender up 
her charge. As he approached, she involuntary sank down on her knees 
and tremblingly held forth the heavy key. 

“Receive my trust! take it quickly! cried she, “for methinks Death is 
striving to snatch away my triumph. But he comes too late. Thank Heav- 
en for this blessed hour! God save King George! ” 

“That, Madam, is a strange prayer to be offered up at such a moment,’’ 
replied the unknown guest of the Province House, and courteously re- 
moving his hat, he offered his arm to raise the aged woman. “Yet, in rev- 
erence for your gray hairs and long-kept faith, Heaven forbid that any 
here should say you nay. Over the realms which still acknowledge his 
sceptre, God save King George!” 

Esther Dudley started to her feet, and hastily clutching back the key, 
gazed with fearful earnestness at the stranger; and dimly and doubtfully, 
as if suddenly awakened from a dream, her bewildered eyes half recog- 
nized his face. Years ago she had known him among the gentry of the 
province. But the ban of the King had fallen upon him! How, then, came 
the doomed victim here? Proscribed, excluded from mercy, the mon- 
arch’s most dreaded and hated foe, this New England merchant had stood 
triumphantly against a kingdom’s strength; and his foot now trod upon 
humbled Royalty, as he ascended the steps of the Province House, the 
people’s chosen Governor of Massachusetts. 

“Wretch, wretch that I am!” muttered the old woman, with such a 
heart-broken expression that the tears gushed from the stranger’s eyes. 
“Ha(ve I bidden a traitor welcome? Come, Death ! come quickly I ” 

“Alas, venerable lady!” said Governor Hancock, tending her his sup- 
port with all the reverence that a courtier would have shown to a queen. 
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“Your life has been prolonged until the world has changed around you. 
You have treasured up all that time has rendered worthless — the prin- 
ciples, feelings, manners, modes of being and acting, which another gen- 
eration has flung aside — and you are a symbol of the past. And I, and 
these around me — we represent a new race of men — living no longer in 
the past, scarcely in the present — ^but projecting our lives forward into 
the future. Ceasing to model ourselves on ancestral superstitions, it is oui 
faith and principle to press onward, onward! Yet,’’ continued he, turning 
to his attendants, “let us reverence, for the last time, the stately and 
gorgeous prejudices of the tottering Past! ” 

While the Republican Governor spoke, he had continued to support the 
helpless form of Esther Dudley; her weight grew heavier against his arm; 
but at last, with a sudden effort to free herself, the ancient woman sank 
down beside one of the pillars of the portal. The key of the Province 
House fell from her grasp, and clanked against the stone. 

“I have been faithful unto death,” murmured she. “God save the 
King!” 

“She hath done her office!” sai(( Hancock solemnly. “We will follow 
her reverently to the tomb of her ancestors; and then, my fellow-citizens, 
onward — onward! We are no longer children of the Past! ” 


As the old loyalist concluded his narrative, the enthusiasm which had 
been fitfully flashing within his sunken eyes, and quivering across his 
wrinkled visage, faded away, as if all the lingering fire of his soul were 
extinguished. Just then, too, a lamp upon the mantel-piece threw out a 
dying gleam, which vanished as speedily as it shot upward, comf)elling our 
eyes to grope for one another’s features by the dim glow of ^e hearth. 
With such a lingering fire, methought, with such a dying gleam, had the 
glory of the ancient system vanished from the Province House, when the 
spirit of old Esther Dudley took its flight. And now, again, the clock of 
the Old South threw its voice of ages on the breeze, knolling the hourly 
knell of the Past, crying out far and wide through the multitudinous city, 
and filling our ears, as we sat in the dusky chamber, with its reverberating 
depth of tone. In that same mansion — in that very chamber — what a vol- 
ume of history had been told off into hours, by the same voice that was 
now trembling in the air. Many a Governor had heard those midnight ac- 
cents, and longed to exchange his stately cares for slumber. And as for 
mine host and Mr. Bela Tiffany and the old loyalist and me, we had bab- 
bled about dreams of the past, until we almost fancied that the clock was 
still striking in a bygone century. Neither of us would have wondered, 
had a hoop-petticoated phantom of Esther Dudley tottered into the cham- 
ber, walking her rounds in the hush of midnight, as of yore, and motioned 
us to quench the fading embers of the fire, and leave the historic pre- 
cincts to herself and her kindred shades. But as no such vision was vouch- 
safed, I retired unbidden, and would advise Mr. Tiffany to lay hold ot 
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another auditor, being resolved not to show my face in the Province 
House for a good while hence — if ever. 


THE AMBITIOUS GUEST 

One September night a family had gathered round their hearth, and piled 
it high with the driftwood of mountain streams, the dry cones of the pine, 
and the splintered ruins of gieat trees that had come crashing down the 
precipice. Up the chimney roared the fire, and brightened the room with 
its broad blaze. The faces of the father and mother had a sober gladness; 
the children laughed; the eldest daughter was the image of Happiness at 
seventeen; and the aged grandmother, who sat knitting in the warmest 
place, was the image of Happiness grown old. They had found the ^‘herb, 
heart’s-ease,’’ in the bleakest spot of all New England. This family were 
situated in the Notch of the White Hills, where the wind was sharp 
throughout the year, and pitilessly cold in the winter, — giving their cot- 
tage all its fresh inclemency before it descended on the valley of the Saco. 
They dwelt in a cold spot and a dangerous one ; for a mountain towered 
above their heads, so steep, that the stones would often rumble down its 
sides and startle them at midnight. 

The daughter had just uttered some simple jest that filled them all 
with mirth, when the wind came through the Notch and seemed to pause 
before their cottage — rattling the door, with a sound of wailing and la- 
mentation, before it passed into the valley. For a moment it saddened 
them, though there was nothing unusual in the tones. But the family were 
glad again when they perceived that the latch was lifted by some travel- 
ler, whose footsteps had been unheard amid the dreary blast which 
heralded his approach, and wailed as he was entering, and went moaning 
away from the door. 

Though they dwelt in such a solitude, these people held daily converse 
with the world. The romantic pass of the Notch is a great artery, through 
which the life-blood of internal commerce is continually throbbing be- 
tween Maine, on one side, and the Green Mountains and the shores of the 
St. Lawrence, on the other. The stage-coach always drew up before the 
door of the cottage. The wayfarer, with no companion but his staff, 
paused here to exchange a word, that the sense of loneliness might not 
utterly overcome him ere he could pass through the cleft of the mountain, 
or reach the first house in the valley. And here the teamster, on his way 
to Portland market, would put up for the night; and, if a bachelor, might 
.sit an hour beyond the usual bedtime, and steal a kiss from the mountain 
maid at parting. It was one of those primitive taverns where the traveller 
pays only for food and lodging, but meets with a homely kindness beyond 
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all price. When the footsteps were heard, therefore, between the outer 
door and the inner one, the whole family rose up, grandmother, children, 
and all, as if about to welcome some one who belonged to them, and whose 
fate was linked with theirs. 

The door was opened by a young man. His face at first wore the melan- 
choly expression, almost despondency, of one who travels a wild and 
bleak road, at nightfall and ione, but soon brightened up when he saw 
the kindly warmth of his reception. He felt his heart spring forward to 
meet them all, from the old woman, who wiped a chair with her apron, to 
the little child that held out its arms to him. One glance and smile placed 
the stranger on a footing of innocent familiarity with the eldest daughter 

“Ah, this fire is the right thing! ' cried he; “especially when there is 
such a pleasant circle round it. I am quite benumbed; for the Notch is 
just like the pipe of a great pair of bellows; it has blown a terrible blast 
in my face all the way from Bartlett ” 

“Then you are going towards Ve? mont?’’ said the master of the house, 
as he helped to take a light knapsacl off the young man’s shoulders. 

“Yes; to Burlington, and far enough beyond,” replied he. “I meant to 
have been at Ethan Crawford’s to-aight; but a pedestrian lingers along 
such a road as this. It is no matter; for, when I saw this good fire, and all 
your cheerful faces, I felt as if you had kindled it on purpose for me, and 
were waiting my arrival. So I shall sit down among you, and make myself 
at home.” 

The frank-hearted stranger had just drawn his chair to the fire when 
something like a heavy footstep was heard without, rushing down the 
steep side of the mountain, as with long and rapid strides, and taking such 
a leap in passing the cottage as to strike the opposite precipice. The fam- 
ily held their breath, because they knew the sound, and their guest held 
his by instinct. 

“The old mountain has thrown a stone at us, for fear we should forget 
him,” said the landlord, recovering himself. “He sometimes nods his head 
and threatens to come down; but we are old neighbors, and agree to- 
gether pretty well upon the whole. Besides we have a sure place of refuge 
hard by if he should be coming in good earnest.” 

Let us now suppose the stranger to have finished his supper of bear’s 
meat; and, by his natural felicity of manner, to have placed himself on 
a footing of kindness with the whole family, so that they talked as freely 
together as if he belonged to their mountain brood. He was of a proud, 
yet gentle spirit — haughty and reserved among the rich and great; but 
ever ready to stoop his head to the lowly cottage door, and be like a bro- 
ther or a son at the poor man’s fireside. In the household of the Notch he 
found warmth and simplicity of feeling, the pervading intelligence of New 
England, and a poetry of native growth, which they had gathered when 
they little thought of it from the mountain peaks and chasms, and at the 
very threshold of their romantic and dangerous abode. He had travelled 
far and alone; his whole life, indeed, had been a solitury path; for, with 
the lofty caution of his nature, he had kept himself apart from those who 
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might otherwise have been his companions. The family, too, though so 
kind and hospitable, had that consciousness of unity among themselves, 
and separation from the world at large, which, in every domestic circle, 
should still keep a holy place where no stranger may intrude. But this eve- 
ning a prophetic sympathy impelled the refined and educated youth to 
pour out his heart before the simple mountaineers, and constrained them 
to answer him with the same free confidence. And thus it should have 
been. Is not the kindred of a common fate a closer tie than that of birth? 

The secret of the young man’s character was a high and abstracted am- 
bition. He could have borne to live an undistinguished life, but not te 
forgotten in the grave. Yearning desire had been transformed to hope; 
and hope, long cherished, had become like certainty, that, obscurely as he 
journeyed now, a glory was to beam on all his pathway, — though not, 
perhaps, while he was treading it. But when posterity should gaze back 
into the gloom of what was now the present, they would trace the bright- 
ness of his footsteps, brightening as meaner glories faded, and confess 
that a gifted one had passed from his cradle to his tomb with none to 
recognize him. 

‘‘As yet,” cried the stranger — ^his cheek glowing and his eye flashing 
with enthusiasm — “as yet, I have done nothing. Were I to vanish from 
the earth to-morrow, none would know so much of me as you: that a 
nameless youth came up at nightfall from the valley of the Saco, and 
evened his heart to you in the evening, and passed through the Notch by 
sunrise, and was seen no more. Not a soul would ask, ‘Who was he? 
Whither did the wanderer go?’ But I cannot die till I have achieved my 
destiny. Then, let Death cornel I shall have built my monument!” 

There was a continual flow of natural emotion, gushing forth amid ab- 
stracted reverie, which enabled the family to understand this young man’s 
sentiments, though so foreign from their own. With quick sensibility of 
the ludicrous, he blushed at the ardor into which he had been betrayed. 

“You laugh at me,” said he, taking the eldest daughter’s hand, and 
laughing himself. “You think my ambition as nonsensical as if I were to 
freeze myself to death on the top of Mount Washington, only that peo- 
ple might spy at me from the country round about. And, truly, that would 
be a noble pedestal for a man’s statue! ” 

“It is better to sit here by this fire,” answered the girl, blushing, “and 
be comfortable and contented, though nobody thinks about us.” 

“I suppose,” said her father, after a fit of musing, “there is something 
natural in what the young man says; and if my mind had been turned 
that way, I might have felt just the same. It is strange, wife, how his talk 
has set my head running on things that are pretty certain never to come 
to pass.” 

“Perhaps they may,” observed the wife. “Is the man thinking what he 
will do when he is a widower?” 

“No, no!” cried he, repelling the idea with reproachful kindness. 
“When I think of your death, Esther, I think of mine, too. But I was 
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wishing we had a good farm in Bartlett, or Bethlehem, or Littleton, or 
some other township round the White Mountains; but not where they 
could tumble on our heads. I should want to stand well with my neighbors 
and be called Squire, and sent to General Court for a term or two; for a 
plain, honest man may do as much good there as a lawyer. And when I 
should be grown quite an old man, and you an old woman, so as not to be 
long apart, I might die happy enough in my bed, and leave you all cry- 
ing around me. A slate gravestone would suit me as well as a marble one — 
with just my name and age, and a verse of a hymn, and something to let 
people know that I lived an honest man and died a Christian.'^ 

“There now!” exclaimed the stianger; “it is our nature to desire a 
monument, be it slate or marble, or a pillar of granite, or a glorious mem- 
ory in the universal heart of man.” 

“WeVe in a strange way, to-night,” said the wife, with tears in her 
eyes. “They say it’s a sign of something, when folks’ minds go a wander- 
ing so. Haik to the children! ” 

They listened accordingly. The } ounger children had been put to bed 
in another room, but with an open door between, so that they could be 
heard talking busily among themselves. One and all seemed to have 
caught the infection from the fireside circle, and were outvying each other 
in wild wishes, and childish projects of what they would do when they 
came to be men and women. At length a little boy, instead of addressing 
his brothers and sisters, called out to his mother. 

“I’ll tell you what I wish, mother,” cried he. “I want you and father 
and grandma’m, and all of us, and the stranger too, to start right away, 
and go and take a drink out of the basin of the Flume! ” 

Nobody could help laughing at the child’s notion of leaving a warm 
bed, and dragging them from a cheerful fire, to visit the basin of the 
Flume, — a brook, which tumbles over the precipice, deep within the 
Notch. The boy had hardly spoken when a wagon rattled along tlie road, 
and stopped a moment before the door. It appeared to contain two or 
three men, who were cheering their hearts with the rough chorus of a 
song, which resounded, in broken notes, between the cliffs, while the 
singers hesitated whether to continue their journey or put up here for 
the night.” 

“Father,” said the girl, “they are calling you by name.” 

But the good man doubted whether they had really called him, and 
was unwilling to show himself too solicitous of gain by inviting people to 
patronize his house. He therefore did not hurry to the door; and the lash 
being soon applied, the travellers plunged into the Notch, still singing 
and laughing, though their music and mirth came back drearily from the 
heart of the mountain. 

“There, mother!” cried the boy, again. “They’d have given us a ride 
to the Flume.” 

Again they laughed at the child’s pertinacious fancy for a night ramble. 
But it happened that a light cloud passed over the daughter's spirit; she 
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looked gravely into the fire, and drew a breath that was almost a sigh. 
It forced its way, in spite of a little struggle to repress it. Then starting 
and blushing, she looked quickly round the circle, as if they had caught a 
glimpse into her bosom. The stranger asked what she had been thinking 
of. 

‘‘Nothing,’^ answered she, with a downcast smile. “Only I felt lone- 
some just then.’’ 

“Oh, I have always had a gift of feeling what is in other people’s 
hearts,” said he, half seriously. “Shall I tell the secrets of yours? For I 
know what to think when a young girl shivers by a warm hearth, and 
complains of lonesomeness at her mother’s side. Shall I put these feelings 
into words?” 

“They would not be a girl’s feelings any longer if they could be put 
into words,” replied the mountain nymph, laughing, but avoiding his eye. 

All this was said apart. Perhaps a germ of love was springing in their 
hearts, so pure that it might blossom in Paradise, since it could not be 
matured on earth; for women worship such gentle dignity as his; and the 
proud, contemplative, yet kindly soul is oftenest captivated by simplicity 
like hers. But while they spoke softly, and he was watching the happy 
sadness, the lightsome shadows, the shy yearnings of a maiden’s nature, 
the wind through the Notch took a deeper and drearier sound. It seemed, 
as the fanciful stranger said, like the choral strain of the spirits of the 
blast, who in old Indian times had their dwelling among these mountains, 
and made their heights and recesses a sacred region. There was a wail 
along the road, as if a funeral were passing. To chase away the gloom, the 
family threw pine branches on their fire, till the dry leaves crackled and 
the flame arose, discovering once again a scene of peace and humble hap- 
piness. The light hovered about them fondly, and caressed them all. 
There were the little faces of the children, peeping from their bed apart, 
and here the father’s frame of strength, the mother’s subdued and careful 
mien, the high-browed youth, the budding girl, and the good old grandam, 
still knitting in the warmest place. The aged woman looked up from her 
task, and, with fingers ever busy, was the next to speak. 

“Old folks have their notions,” said she, “as well as young ones. You've 
been wishing and planning; and letting your heads run on one thing 
and another, tiil you’ve set my mind a wandering too. Now what should 
an old woman wish for, when she can go but a step or two before she 
comes to he»' grave? Children, it will haunt me night and day till I tell 
you.” 

^^What k it, mother?” cried the husband and wife at once. 

Then the old woman, with an air of mystery which drew the circle 
closer roand the fire, informed them that she had provided her graven 
clothes 'Some years before, — a nice linen shroud, a cap with a muslin ruff, 
and everything of a finer sort than she had worn since her wedding day. 
But this evening an old superstition had strangely recurred to her. It used 
to be said, in her younger days, that if anything were amiss with a corpse, 
if only the ruff were not smooth, or the cap did not set right, the corpse 
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in the coffin and beneath the clods would strive to put up its cold hands 
and arrange it. The bare thought made her nervous. 

^^Don’t talk so, grandmother! ” said the girl, shuddering. 

— continued the old woman, with singular earnestness, yet 
smiling strangely at her own folly, — “I want one of you, my children — 
when your mother is dressed and in the coffin — I want one of you to hold 
a looking-glass over my face. Who knows but I may take a glimpse at my- 
self, and see whether all ’s right?’’ 

^'Old and young, we dream of graves and monuments,” murmured the 
stranger youth. “I wonder how mariners feel when the ship is sinking, ind 
they, unknown and undistinguished, are to be buried together in the 
ocean — that wide and nameless sepulchre?” 

For a moment, the old woman ghastly conception so engrossed the 
minds of her hearers that a sound a broad in the night, rising like the roar 
of a blast, had grown broad, deep and terrible, before the fatt‘d group 
were conscious of it. The house ard all within it trembled; the founda- 
tions of the earth seemed to be shaken, as if this awful sound were the peal 
of the last trump. Young and ok exchanged one wild glance, and re- 
mained an instant, pale, affrighted without utterance, or power to move. 
Then the same shriek burst simultaneously from all their lips. 

“The Slide! The Slide!” 

The simplest words must intimate, but not portray, the unutterable 
horror of the catastrophe. The victims rushed from their cottage, and 
sought refuge in what they deemed a safer spot — where, in contemplation 
of such an emergency, a sort of barrier had been reared. Alas! they had 
quitted their security, and fled right into the pathway of destruction. 
Down came the whole side of the mountain, in a cataract of ruin. Just be- 
fore it reached the house, the stream broke into two branches — shivered 
not a window there, but overwhelmed the whole vicinity, blocked up the 
road, and annihilated everything in its dreadful course. Long ere the 
thunder of the great Slide had ceased to roar among the mountains, the 
mortal agony had been endured, and the victims were at peace. Their 
bodies were never found. 

The next morning, the light smoke was seen stealing from the cottage 
chimney up the mountain side. Within, the fire was yet smouldering on 
the hearth, and the chairs in a circle round it, as if the inhabitants had 
but gone forth to view the devastation of the Slide, and would shortly re- 
turn, to thank Heaven for their miraculous escape. All had left separate 
tokens, by which those who had known the family were made to shed a 
tear for each. Who has not heard their name? The story has been told 
far and wide, and will forever be a legend of these mountains. Poets 
have sung their fate. 

There were circumstances which led some to suppose that a stranger 
had been received into the cottage on this awful night, and had shared 
the catastrophe of all its inmates. Others denied that there were sufficient 
grounds for such a conjecture. Woe for the high-souled youth, with his 
dream of Earthly Immortality! His name and person utterly unknown; 
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Ihis history, his way of life, his plans, a mystery never to be solved, his 
ath and his existence equally a doubt! Whose was the agony of that 
ieath moment? 


PETER GOLDTH WAITE’S TREASURE 


‘‘And so, Peter, you won’t even consider of the business?” said Mr. John 
Brown, buttoning his surtout over the snug rotundity of his person, and 
drawing on his gloves. “You positively refuse to let me have this crazy 
old house, and the land under and adjoining, at the price named?” 

“Neither at that, nor treble the sum,” responded the gaunt, grizzled, 
and threadbare Peter Goldthwaite. “The fact is, Mr. Brown, you must 
find another site for your brick block, and be content to leave my estate 
with the present owner. Next summer, I intend to put a splendid new 
mansion over the cellar of the old house.” 

“Pho, Peter!” cried Mr. Brown, as he opened the kitchen door; “con- 
tent yourself with building castles in the air, where house-lots are cheap- 
er than on earth, to say nothing of the cost of bricks and mortar. Such 
foundations are solid enough for your edifices, while this underneath us 
is just the thing for mine; and so we may both be suited. What say you 
again?” 

“Precisely what I said before, Mr. Brown,” answered Peter Gold- 
thwaite. “And as for castles in the air, mine may not be as magnificent as 
that sort of architecture, but perhaps as substantial, Mr. Brown, as the 
very respectable brick block with dry goods stores, tailors’ shops, and 
bailing rooms on the lower floor, and lawyers’ offices in the second story, 
which you are so anxious to substitute.” 

“And the cost, Peter, eh?” said Mr. Brown, as he withdrew, in some- 
thing of a pet. “That, I suppose, will be provided for, off-hand, by drawing 
a check on Bubble Bank ! ” 

John Brown and Peter Goldthwaite had been jointly known to the 
commercial world between twenty and thirty years before, imder the firm 
of Goldthwaite & Brown; which copartnership, however, was speedily 
dissolved by the natural incongruity of its constituent parts. Since that 
evaat, John Brown, with exactly the qualities of a thousand other John 
Browns, and by just such plodding methods as they used, had prospered 
wonderfully, and become one of the wealthiest John Browns on earth. 
Peter Goldthwaite, on the contrary, after innumerable schemes, which 
ought to have collected all the coin and paper currency of the country 
into his coffers, was as needy a gentleman as ever wore a patch upon his 
dbow. The contrast between him and his former partner may be briefly 
marked; for Brown never reckoned upon luck, yet always had it; while 
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Peter made luck the main condition of his projects, and always missed 
it. While the means held out, his speculations had been magnificent, but 
were chiefly confined, of late years, to such small business as adventures 
in the lottery. Once he had gone on a gold-gathering expedition some- 
where to the South, and ingeniously contrived to empty his pockets more 
thoroughly than ever; while others, doubtless, were filling theirs with 
native bullion by the handful. More recently he had expended a legacy of 
a thousand or two of dollars in purchasing Mexican scrip, and thereby 
became the proprietor of a province; which, however, so far as Peter 
could find out, was situated where he might have had an empire for the 
same money, — in the clouds. From a search after this valuable real estate 
Peter returned so gaunt and threadbare that, on reaching New England, 
the scarecrows in the cornfields be( koned to him, as he passed by. “They 
did but flutter in the wind,’^ quot^i Peter Goldthwaite. No, Peter, they 
beckoned, for the scarecrows knew their brother ! 

At the period of our story his whole visible income would not have paid 
the tax of the old mansion in which we find him. It was one of those rusty, 
moss-grown, many-peaked wooden houses, which are scattered about the 
streets of our elder towns, with a !Deetle-browed second story projecting 
over the foundation, as if it frowned at the novelty around it. This old pa- 
ternal edifice, needy as he was, and though, being centrally situated on 
the principal street of the town, it would have brought him a handsome 
sum, the sagacious Peter had his own reasons for never parting with, eith- 
er by auction or private sale. There seemed, indeed, to be a fatality that 
connected him with his birthplace; for, often as he had stood on the verge 
of ruin, and standing there even now, he had not yet taken the step be- 
yond it which would have compelled him to surrender the house to his 
creditors. So here he dwelt with bad luck till good should come. 

Here then in his kitchen, the only room where a spark of fire took off 
the chill of a November evening, poor Peter Goldthwaite had just been 
visited by his rich old partner. At the close of their interview, Peter, with 
rather a mortified look, glanced downwards at his dress, parts of which 
appeared as ancient as the days of Goldthwaite & Brown. His upper gar- 
ment was a mixed surtout, wofully faded, and patched with newer stuff 
on each elbow; beneath this he wore a threadbare black coat, some of the 
silk buttons of which had been replaced with others of a different pattern; 
and lastly, though he lacked not a pair of gray pantaloons, they were very 
shabby ones, and had been partially turned brown by the frequent toast- 
ing of Peter’s shins before a scanty fire. Peter’s person w:is in keeping 
with his goodly apparel. Gray-headed, hollow-eyed, pale-cheeked, and 
lean-bodied, he was the perfect picture of a man who had fed on windy 
schemes and empty hopes, till he could neither live on such unwholesome 
trash, nor stomach more substantial food. But, withal, this Peter Gold- 
thwaite, crack-brained simpleton as, perhaps, he was, might have cut a 
very brilliant figure in the world, had he employed his imagination in the 
airy business of poetry, instead of making it a demon of mischief in mer- 
cantile pursuits. After all, he was no bad fellow, but as harmless as a 
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child, and as honest and honorable, and as much of the gentleman which 
nature meant him for, as an irregular life and depressed circumstances 
will permit any man to be. 

As Peter stood on the uneven bricks of his hearth, looking round at the 
disconsolate old kitchen, his eyes began to kindle with the illumination of 
an enthusiasm that never long deserted him. He raised his hand, clinched 
it, and smote it energetically against the smoky panel over the fireplace. 

^‘The time is come!” said he. “With such a treasure at command, it 
were folly to be a poor man any longer. To-morrow morning I will begin 
with the garret, nor desist till I have torn the house down! ” 

Deep in the chimney-corner, like a witch in a dark cavern, sat a little 
old woman, mending one of the two pairs of stockings wherewith Peter 
Goldthwaite kept his toes from being frostbitten. As the feet were ragged 
past all darning, she had cut pieces out of a cast-off flannel petticoat, to 
make new soles. Tabitha Porter was an old maid, upwards of sixty years 
of age, fifty-five of which she had sat in that same chimney-corner, such 
being the length of time since Peter’s grandfather had taken her from the 
almshouse. She had no friend but Peter, nor Peter any friend but Ta- 
bitha; so long as Peter might have a shelter for his own head, Tabitha 
would know where to shelter hers; or, being homeless elsewhere, she 
would take her master by the hand and bring him to her native home, the 
almshouse. Should it ever be necessary, she loved him well enough to feed 
him with her last morsel, and clothe him with her under petticoat. But 
Tabitha was a queer old woman, and, though never infected with Peter’s 
flightiness, had become so accustomed to his freaks and follies that she 
viewed them all as matters of course. Hearing him threaten to tear the 
house down, she looked quietly up from her work. 

“Best leave the kitchen till the last, Mr. Peter,” said she. 

“The sooner we have it all down the better,” said Peter Goldthwaite. 
“I am tired to death of living in this cold, dark, windy, smoky, creaking, 
groaning, dismal old house. I shall feel like a younger man when we get 
into my splendid brick mansion, as, please Heaven, we shall by this time 
next autumn. You shall have a room on the sunny side, old Tabby, fin- 
ished and furnished as best may suit your own notions.” 

“I should like it pretty much such a room as this kitchen,” answered 
Tabitha. “It will never be like home to me till the chimney-corner gets as 
black with smoke as this; and that won’t be these hundred years. How 
much do you mean to lay out on the house, Mr. Peter?” 

“What is that to the purpose?” exclaimed Peter, loftily. “Did not my 
great-granduncle, Peter Goldthwaite, who died seventy years ago, and 
whose namesake I am, leave treasure enough to build twenty such?” 

“I can’t say but he did, Mr. Peter,” said Tabitha, threading her needle. 

Tabitha well understood that Peter had reference to an immense hoard 
of the precious metals, which was said to exist somewhere in the cellar 
or walls, or under the floors, or in some concealed closet, or other out-of- 
the-way nook of the house. This wealth, according to tradition, had been 
accumulated by a former Peter Goldthwaite, whose character seems to 
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have borne a remarkable similitude to that of the Peter of our story. Like 
him he was a wild projector, seeking to heap up gold by the bushel and 
the cartload, instead of scraping it together, coin by coin. Like Peter the 
second, too, his projects had almost invariably failed, and, but for the 
magnificent success of the final one, would have left him with hardly a 
coat and pair of breeches to his gaunt and grizzled person. Reports were 
various as to the nature of his fortunate speculation: one intimating that 
the ancient Peter had made the gold by alchemy; another, that he hac 
conjured it out of people’s pockets by the black art; and a third, still more 
unaccountable, that the devil had given him free access to the old pro- 
vincial treasury. It was affirmed, however, that some secret impediment 
had debarred him from the enjoyment of his riches, and that he had a mo- 
tive for concealing them from his heir, or at any rate had died without dis- 
closing the place of deposit. The piesent Peter’s father had faith enough 
in the story to cause the cellar to bt dug over. Peter himself chose to con- 
sider the legend as an indisputable truth, and, amid his many troubles, 
had this one consolation that, shoold all other resources fail, he might 
build up his fortunes by tearing his -louse down. Yet, unless he felt a lurk- 
ing distrust of the golden tale, it is difficult to account for his permitting 
the paternal roof to stand so long, since he had never yet seen the mo- 
ment when his predecessor’s treasure would not have found plenty of 
room in his own strong box. But now was the crisis. Should he delay the 
search a little longer, the house would pass from the lineal heir, and with 
it the vast heap of gold, to remain in its burial-place, till the ruin of the 
aged walls should discover it to strangers of a future generation. 

“Yes! ” cried Peter Goldthwaite, again, “to-morrow I will set about it.” 

The deeper he looked at the matter the more certain of success grew 
Peter. His spirits were naturally so elastic that even now, in the blasted 
autumn of his age, he could often compete with the spring-time gayety of 
other people. Enlivened by his brightening prospects, he began to caper 
about the kitchen like a hobgoblin, with the queerest antics of his lean 
limbs, and gesticulations of his starved features. Nay, in the exuberance 
of his feelings, he seized both of Tabitha’s hands, and danced the old lad> 
across the floor, till the oddity of her rheumatic motions set him into a 
roar of laughter, which was echoed back from the rooms and chambers, as 
if Peter Goldthwaite were laughing in every one. Finally he bounded up- 
ward almost out of sight, into the smoke that clouded the roof of the 
kitchen, and, alighting safely on the floor again, endeavored to resume his 
customary gravity. 

“To-morrow, at sunrise,” he repeated, taking his lamp to retire to bed, 
“I’ll see whether this treasure be hid in the wall of the garret.’’ 

“And as we’re out of wood, Mr. Peter,” said Tabitha, puffing and pant- 
ing with her late gymnastics, “as fast as you tear the house down, I’ll 
make a fire with the pieces.” 

Gorgeous that night were the dreams of Peter Goldthwaite! At one 
time he was turning a ponderous key in an iron door not unlike the door 
of a sepulchre, but which, being opened, disclosed a vault heaped up with 
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gold coin, as plentifully as golden corn in a granary. There were chased 
goblets, also, and tureens, salvers, dinner dishes, and dish covers of gold, 
or silver gilt, besides chains and other jewels, incalculably rich, though 
tarnished with the damps of the vault; for, of all the wealth that was ir- 
revocably lost to the man, whether buried in the earth or sunken in the 
sea, Peter Goldthwaite had found it in this one treasure-place. Anon, he 
had returned to the old house as poor as ever, and was received at the 
door by the gaunt and grizzled figure of a man whom he might have mis- 
taken for himself, only that his garments were of a much elder fashion. 
But the house, without losing its former aspect, had been changed into a 
palace of the precious metals. The floors, walls, and ceiling were of bur- 
nished silver; the doors, the window frames, the cornices, the balustrades, 
and the steps of the staircase, of pure gold ; and silver, with gold bottoms, 
were the chairs, and gold, standing on silver legs, the high chests of 
drawers, and silver the bedsteads, with blankets of woven gold, and sheets 
of silver tissue. The house had evidently been transmuted by a single 
touch; for it retained all the marks that Peter remembered, but in gold or 
silver instead of wood; and the initials of his name, which, when a boy, he 
had cut in the wooden door-post, remained as deep in the pillar of gold. A 
happy man would have been Peter Goldthwaite except for a certain ocu- 
lar deception, which, whenever he glanced backwards, caused the house to 
darken from its glittering magnificence into the sordid gloom of yesterday. 

Up, betimes, rose Peter, seized an axe, hammer, and saw, which he had 
placed by his bedside, and hied him to the garret. It was but scantily 
lighted up, as yet, by the frosty fragments of a sunbeam, which began to 
glimmer ttu'ough the almost opaque bulFs-eyes of the window. A moral- 
izer might find abundant themes for his speculative and impracticable 
wisdom in a garret. There is the limbo of departed fashions, aged trifles 
of a day, and whatever was valuable only to one generation of men, and 
which passed to the garret when that generation passed to the grave, not 
for safe keeping, but to be out of the way. Peter saw piles of yellow and 
musty account-books, in parchment covers, wherein creditors, long dead 
and buried, had written the names of dead and buried debtors in ink now 
so faded that their moss-grown tombstones were more legible. He found 
old moth-eaten garments all in rags and tatters, or Peter would have put 
them on. Here was a naked and rusty sword, not a sword of service, but a 
gentleman’s small French rapier, which had liever left its scabbard till it 
lost it. Here were canes of twenty different sorts, but no gold-headed ones, 
and shoe-buckles of various pattern and material, but not silver nor set 
with precious stones. Here was a large box full of shoes, with high heels 
and peaked toes. Here, on a shelf, were a multitude of phials, half-filled 
with old apothecaries’ stuff, which, when the other half had done its busi- 
ness on Peter’s ancestors, had been brought hither from the death cham- 
ber. Here — not to give a longer inventory of articles that will never be 
put up at auction — ^was the fragment of a full-length looking-glass, which, 
by the dust and dimness of its surface, made the picture of these old 
things lo<& older than the reality. When Peter, not knowing that there 
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was a mirror there, caught the faint traces of his own figure, he partly im- 
agined that the former Peter Goldthwaite had come back, either to assist 
or impede his search for the hidden wealth. And at that moment a strange 
notion glimmered through his brain that he was the identical Peter who 
had concealed the gold, and ought to know whereabout it lay. This, how^ 
ever, he had unacountably forgotten. 

‘Well, Mr. Peter I ” cried Tabitha, on the garret stairs. “Have you torn 
the house down enough to heat the teakettle?^’ 

“Not yet, old Tabby,” answered Peter; “but that’s soon done — as you 
shall see.” 

With the word in his mouth, he uplifted the axe, and laid about him sc 
vigorously that the dust flew, the boards crashed, and, in a twinkling, the 
old woman had an apron full of broken rubbish. 

“We shall get our winter’s wood cheap,” quoth Tabitha. 

The good work being thus commt need, Peter beat down all before him, 
smiting and hewing at the joists ant' timbers, unclinching spike-nails, rip- 
ping and tearing away boards, witli a tremendous racket, from morning 
till night. He took care, however, 1 o leave the outside shell of the house 
untouched, so that the neighbors might not suspect what was going on. 

Never, in any of his vagaries, though each had made him happy while 
it lasted, had Peter been happier than now. Perhaps, after all, there was 
something in Peter Goldthwaite’s turn of mind, which brought him an in- 
ward recompense for all the external evil that it caused. If he were poor, 
ill-clad, even hungry, and exposed, as it were, to be utterly annihilated by 
a precipice of impending ruin, yet only his body remained in these mis- 
erable circumstances, while his aspiring soul enjoyed the sunshine of a 
bright futurity. It was his nature to be always young, and the tendency of 
his mode of life to keep him so. Gray hairs were nothing, no, nor wrinkles, 
nor infirmity; he might look old, indeed, and be somewhat disagreeably 
connected with a gaunt old figure, much the worse for wear; but the true, 
the essential Peter was a young man of high hopes, just entering on the 
world. At the kindling of each new fire, his burnt-out youth rose afresh 
from the old embers and ashes. It rose exulting now. Having lived thus 
long — not too long, but just to the right age — a susceptible bachelor, with 
warm and tender dreams, he resolved, so soon as the hidden gold should 
flash to light, to go a-wooing, and win the love of the fairest maid in town. 
What heart could resist him? Happy Peter Goldthwaite! 

Every evening — as Peter had long absented himself from his former 
lounging-places, at insurance offices, news-rooms, and bookstores, and a:; 
the honor of his company was seldom requested in private circles — ^he and 
Tabitha used to sit down sociably by the kitchen hearth. This was always 
heaped plentifully with the rubbish of his day’s labor. As the foundation 
of the fire, there would be a goodly-sized backlog of red oak, which, after 
being sheltered from rain or damp above a century, still hissed with the 
heat, and distilled streams of water from each end, as if the tree had been 
cut down within a week or two. Next these were large sticks, sound, black, 
and heavy, which had lost the principle of decay, and were indestructible 
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except by fire, wherein they glowed like red-hot bars of iron. On this solid 
basis, Tabitha would rear a lighter structure, composed of the splinters of 
door panels, ornamented mouldings, and such quick combustibles, which 
caught like straw, and threw a brilliant blaze high up the spacious flue, 
making its sooty sides visible almost to the chimney- top. Meantime, the 
gleam of the old kitchen would be chased out of the cobwebbed corners, 
and away from the dusky cross-beams overhead, and driven nobody could 
tell whither, while Peter smiled like a gladsome man, and Tabitha seemed 
a picture of comfortable age. All this, of course, was but an emblem of the 
bright fortune which the destruction of the house would shed upon its oc- 
cupants. 

While the dry pine was flaming and crackling, like an irregular dis- 
charge of fairy musketry, Peter sat looking and listening, in a pleasant 
state of excitement. But, when the brief blaze and uproar were succeeded 
by the dark-red glow, the substantial heat, and the deep singing sound, 
which were to last throughout the evening, his humor became talkative. 
One night, the hundredth time, he teased Tabitha to tell him something 
new about his great-granduncle. 

“You have been sitting in that chimney-corner fifty-five years, old Tab- 
by, and must have heard many a tradition about him,’’ said Peter. “Did 
not you tell me that, when you first came to the house, there was an old 
woman sitting where you sit now, who had been housekeeper to the fa- 
mous Peter Goldthwaite?” 

“So there was, Mr. Peter,” answered Tabitha, “and she was near about 
a hundred years old. She used to say that she and old Peter Goldthwaite 
had often spent a sociable evening by the kitchen fire — pretty much as 
you and I are doing now, Mr. Peter,” 

“The old fellow must have resembled me in more points than one,” said 
Peter, complacently, “or he never would have grown so rich. But, me- 
thinks, he might have invested the money better than he did — no inter- 
est! — ^nothing but good security! — and the house to be torn down to come 
at it! What made him hide it so snug. Tabby?” 

“Because he could not spend it,” said Tabitha; “for as often as he went 
to unlock the chest, the Old Scratch came behind and caught his arm. The 
money, they say, was paid Peter out of his purse ; and he wanted Peter to 
give him a deed of this house and land, which Peter swore he would not 
do.” 

“Just as I swore to John Brown, my old partner,” remarked Peter. 
“But this is all nonsense. Tabby! I don’t believe the story.” 

“Well, it may not be just the truth,” said Tabitha; “for some folks say 
that Peter did make over the house to the Old Scratch, and that’s the rea- 
son it has always been so unlucky to them that lived in it. And as soon as 
Peter had given him the deed, the chest flew open, and Peter caught up a 
handful of the gold. But, lo and behold! — there was nothing in his fist but 
a parcel of old rags.” 

“Hold your tongue, you silly old Tabby!” cried Peter in great wrath. 
“They were as good golden guineas as ever bore the effigies of the king of 
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England. It seems as if I could recollect the whole circumstance, and how 
I, or old Peter, or whoever it was, thrust in my hand, or his hand, and 
drew it out all of a blaze with gold. Old rags, indeed! 

But it was not an old woman^s legend that would discourage Peter 
Goldthwaite. All night long he slept among pleasant dreams, and awoke 
at daylight with a joyous throb of the heart, which few are fortunate 
enough to feel beyond their boyhood. Day after day he labored hard with- 
out wasting a moment, except at meal times, when Tabitha summoned 
him to the pork and cabbage, or such other sustenance as she had picked 
up, or Providence had sent them. Being a truly pious man, Peter never 
failed to ask a blessing; if the food were none of the best, then so much 
the more earnestly, as it was more aeeded; — nor to return thanks, if the 
dinner had been scanty, yet for the good appetite, which was better than 
a sick stomach at a feast. Then did lie hurry back to his toil, and, in a mo- 
ment, was lost to sight in a cloud o dust from the old walls, though suf- 
ficiently perceptible to the ear by tl e clatter which he raised in the midst 
of it. How enviable is the consciousness of being usefully employed! 
Nothing troubled Peter; or nothing but those phantoms of the mind 
which seem like vague recollections yet have also the aspect of presenti- 
ments. He often paused, with his axe uplifted in the air, and said to him- 
self, — “Peter Goldthwaite, did you never strike this blow before?” — or, 
“Peter, what need of tearing the whole house down? Think a little while, 
and you will remember where the gold is hidden.” Days and weeks passed 
on, however, without any remarkable discovery. Sometimes, indeed, a 
lean, gray rat peeped forth at the lean, gray man, wondering what devil 
had got into the old house, which had always been so peaceable till now. 
And, occasionally, Peter sympathized with the sorrows of a female mouse, 
who had brought five or six pretty, little, soft and delicate young ones into 
the world just in time to see them crushed by its ruin. But, as yet, no 
treasure! 

By this time, Peter, being as determined as Fate and as diligent as 
Time, had made an end with the uppermost regions, and got down to the 
second story, where he was busy in one of the front chambers. It had for- 
merly been the state bed-chamber, and was honored by tradition as the 
sleeping apartment of Governor Dudley, and many other eminent guests. 
The furniture was gone. There were remnants of faded and tattered 
paper-hangings, but larger spaces of bare wall ornamented with charcoal 
sketches, chiefly of people’s heads in profile. These being specimens of 
Peter’s youthful genius, it went more to his heart to obliterate them than 
if they had been pictures on a church wall by Michael Angelo. One sketch, 
however, and that the best one, affected him differently. It represented a 
ragged man, partly supporting himself on a spade, and bending his lean 
body over a hole in the earth, with one hand extended to grasp something 
that he had found. But close behind him, with a fiendish laugh on his fea- 
tures, appeared a figure with horns, a tufted tail, and a cloven hoof. 

“Avaunt, Satan! ” cried Peter. “The man shall have his gold! ” 

Uplifting his axe, he hit the horned gentleman such a? blow on the head 
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not cmly demolished him, but the treasure-seeker also, and caused the 
whole scene to vanish like magic. Moreover, his axe broke quite through 
the plaster and laths, and discovered a cavity. 

“Mercy on us, Mr. Peter, are you quarrelling with the Old Scratch?'^ 
said Tabitha, who was seeking some fuel to put under the pot. 

Without answering the old woman, Peter broke down a further spac j of 
the wall, and laid open a small closet or cupboard, on one side of the fire- 
place, about breast high from the ground. It contained nothing but a 
brass lamp, covered with verdigris, and a dusty piece of parchment. While 
Peter inspected the latter, Tabitha seized the lamp, and began to rub it 
with her apron. 

“There is no use in rubbing it, Tabitha,” said Peter. “It is not Alad- 
din^s lamp, though I take it to be a token of as much luck. Look here. 
Tabby!” 

Tabitha took the parchment and held it close to her nose, which was 
saddled with a pair of iron-bound spectacles. But no sooner had she began 
to puzzle over it than she burst into a chuckling laugh, holding both her 
hands against her sides. 

“You can’t make a fool of the old woman!” cried she. “This is your 
own handwriting, Mr. Peter! the same as in the letter you sent me from 
Mexico.” 

“There is certainly a considerable resemblance,” said Peter, again ex- 
amining the parchment. “But you know yourself, Tabby, that this closet 
must have been plastered up before you came to the house, or I came into 
the world. No, this is old Peter Goldthwaite’s writing; these columns of 
pounds, shillings, and pence are his figures, denoting the amount of the 
treasure; and this at the bottom is, doubtless, a reference to the place of 
concealment. But the ink has either faded or peeled off, so that it is abso- 
lutely illegible. What a pity I ” 

“Well, this lamp is as good as new. That’s some comfort,” said Tabitha. 

“A lamp! ” thought Peter. “That indicates light on my researches.” 

For the present, Peter felt more inclined to ponder on this discovery 
than to resume his labors. After Tabitha had gone down stairs, he stood 
poring over the parchment, at one of the front windows, which was so ob- 
scured with dust that the sun could barely throw an uncertain shadow of 
the casement across the floor. Peter forced it open, and looked out upon 
the great street of the town, while the sun looked in at his old house. The 
air, though mild, and even warm, thrilled Peter as with a dash of water. 

It was the first day of the January thaw. The snow lay deep upon the 
house-tops, but was rapidly dissolving into millions of water-drops, which 
sparkled downwards through the sunshine, with the noise of a summer 
i^ower beneath the eaves. Along the street, the trodden snow was as hard 
and solid as a pavement of white marble, and had not yet grown moist in 
the spring-like temperature. But when Peter thrust forth his head, he saw 
that the inhabitants, if not the town, were already thawed out by this 
warm day, after two or three weeks of winter weather. It gladdened him 
—a gladness with -a sigh breathing through it — to see the stream of ladies, 
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gliding along the slippery sidewalks, with their red cheeks set off by quilt- 
ed hoods, boas, ana sable capes, like roses amidst a new kind of foliage. 
The sleigh-bells jingled to and fro continually: sometimes announcing the 
arrival of a sleigh from Vermont, laden with the frozen bodies of porkers, 
or sheep, and perhaps a deer or two; sometimes of a regular market-man, 
with chickens, geese, and turkeys, comprising the whole colony of a bam 
yard; and sometimes of a farmer and his dame, who had come to town 
partly for the ride, partly to go a-shopping, and partly for the sale of some 
eggs and butter. This couple rode in an old-fashioned square sleigh, which 
had served them twenty winters, and stood twenty summers in the sun be- 
side their door. Now, a gentleman and lady skimmed the snow in an ele- 
gant car, shaped somewhat like a ( ockle-shell. Now, a stage-sleigh, with 
its cloth curtains thrust aside to admit the sun, dashed rapidly down the 
street, whirling in and out among the vehicles that obstructed its passage. 
Now came, round a corner, the similitude of Noah’s ark on runners, being 
an immense open sleigh with seats lor fifty people, and drawn by a dozen 
horses. This spacious receptacle was populous with merry maids and 
merry bachelors, merry girls and boys, and merry old folks, all alive with 
fun, and grinning to the full width of their mouths. They kept up a buzz 
of babbling voices and low laughter , and sometimes burst into a deep, joy- 
ous shout, which the spectators answered with three cheers, while a gang 
of roguish boys let drive their snowballs right among the pleasure party. 
The sleigh passed on, and, when concealed by a bend of the street, was 
still audible by a distant cry of merriment. 

Never had Peter beheld a livelier scene than was constituted by all 
these accessories: the bright sun, the flashing water-drops, the gleaming 
snow, the cheerful multitude, the variety of rapid vehicles, and the jingle 
jangle of merry bells which made the heart dance to their music. Nothing 
dismal was to be seen, except that peaked piece of antiquity, Peter Gold- 
thwaite’s house, which might well look sad externally, since such a ter- 
rible consumption was preying on its insides. And Peter’s gaunt figure, 
half visible in the projecting second story, was worthy of his house. 

‘Teterl How goes it, friend Peter?” cried a voice across the street, as 
Peter was drawing in his head. ^Xook out here, Peter! ” 

Peter looked, and saw his old partner, Mr. John Brown, on the opposite 
sidewalk, portly and comfortable, with his furred cloak thrown open, dis- 
closing a handsome surtout beneath. His voice had directed the attention 
of the whole town to Peter Goldthwaite’s window, and to the dusty scare- 
crow which appeared at it. 

‘T say, Peter,” cried Mr. Brown again, ‘Vhat the devil are you about 
there, that I hear such a racket whenever I pass by? You are repairing the 
old house, I suppose, — making a new one of it, — eh?” 

“Too late for that, I am afraid, Mr. Brown,” replied Peter. “If I make 
it new, it will be new inside and out, from the cellar upwards.” 

“H^ not you better let me take the job?” said Mr. Brown, signific- 
antly. 

“Not yeti” answered Peter, hastily shutting the ^v^indow; for, ever 
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since he had been in search of the treasure, he hated to have people stare 
at him. 

As he drew back, ashamed of his outward poverty, yet proud of the se- 
cret wealth within his grasp, a haughty smile shone out on Peter’s visage, 
with precisely the effect of the dim sunbeams in the squalid chamber. He 
endeavored to assume such a mien as his ancestor had probably v^orn, 
when he gloried in the building of a strong house for a home to many gen- 
erations of his posterity. But the chamber was very dark to his snow-daz- 
zled eyes, and very dismal too, in contrast with the living scene that he 
had just looked upon. His brief glimpse into the street had given him a 
forcible impression of the manner in which the world kept itself cheerful 
and prosperous, by social pleasures and an intercourse of business, while 
he, in seclusion, was pursuing an object that might possibly be a phan- 
tasm, by a method which most people would call madness. It is one great 
advantage of a gregarious mode of life that each person rectifies his mind 
by other minds, and squares his conduct to that of his neighbors, so as sel- 
dom to be lost in eccentricity. Peter Goldthwaite had exposed himself to 
this influence by merely looking out of the window. For a while, he doubt- 
ed whether there were any hidden chest of gold, and, in that case, whether 
he was so exceedingly wise to tear the house down, only to be convinced 
of its non-existence. 

But this was momentary. Peter, the Destroyer, resumed the task which 
fate had assigned him, nor faltered again till it was accomplished. In the 
course of his search, he met with many things that are usually found in 
the ruins of an old house, cUid also with some that are not. What seemed 
most to the purpose was a rusty key, which had been thrust into a chink 
of the wall, with a wooden label appended to the handle, bearing the ini- 
tials, P. G. Another singular discovery was that of a bottle of wine, walled 
up in an old oven. A tradition ran in the family, that Peter’s grandfather, 
a jovial officer in the old French War, had set aside many dozens of the 
precious liquor for the benefit of topers then unborn. Peter needed no cor- 
dial to sustain his hopes, and therefore kept the wine to gladden his suc- 
cess. Many halfpence did he pick up, that had been lost through the 
cracks of the floor, and some few Spanish coins, and the half of a broken 
sixpence, which had doubtless been a love token. There was likewise a sil- 
ver coronation medal of George the Third. But old Peter Goldthwaite’s 
strong box fled from one dark corner to another, or otherwise eluded the 
second Peter’s clutches, till, should he seek much farther, he must burrow 
into the earth. 

We will not follow him in his triumphant progress, step by step. Suf- 
fice it that Peter worked like a steam-engine, and finished, in that one 
winter, the job which all the former inhabitants of the house, with time 
and the elements to aid them, had only half done in a century. Except the 
kitchen, every room and chamber was now gutted. The house was nothing 
but a shell, — the apparition of a house, — as unreal as the painted edifices 
of a theatre. It was like the perfect rind of a great cheese, in which a 
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mouse had dwelt and nibbled till it was a cheese no more. And Peter was 
the mouse. 

What Peter had torn down, Tabitha had burned up; for she wisely con- 
sidered that, without a house, they should need no wood to warm it; and 
therefore economy was nonsense. Thus the whole house might be said to 
have dissolved in smoke, and flown up among the clouds, through the 
great black flue of the kitchen chimney. It was an admirable parallel to 
the feat of the man who jumped down his own throat. 

On the night between the last day of winter and the first of spring, 
every chink and cranny had been ransacked, except within the precincts 
of the kitchen. This fated evening was an ugly one. A snow-storm had set 
in some hours before, and was still driven and tossed about the atmos- 
phere by a real hurricane, which fought against the house as if the prince 
of the air, in person, were putting he final stroke to Peter’s labors. The 
framework being so much weakened, and the inward props removed, it 
would have been no marvel if, in some stronger wrestle of the blast, the 
rotten walls of the edifice, and all the peaked roofs, had come crushing 
down upon the owner’s head. He, I'owever, was careless of the peril, but 
as wild and restless as the night itself, or as the flame that quivered up 
the chimney at each roar of the tem|>estuous wind. 

“The wine, Tabitha!” he cried. ‘My grandfather’s rich old wane! We 
will drink it now!” 

Tabitha arose from her smoke-blackened bench in the chimney-corner, 
and placed the bottle before Peter, close beside the old brass lamp, which 
had likewise been the prize of his researches. Peter held it before his eyes, 
and, looking through the liquid medium, beheld the kitchen illuminated 
with a golden glory, which also enveloped Tabitha and gilded her silver 
hair, and converted her mean garments into robes of queenly splendor. It 
reminded him of his golden dream. 

“Mr. Peter,” remarked Tabitha, “must the wine be drunk before the 
money is found?” 

“The money is found! ” exclaimed Peter, with a sort of fierceness. “The 
chest is within my reach. I will not sleep, till I have turned this key in 
the rusty lock. But, first of all, let us drink! ” 

There being no corkscrew in the house, he smote the neck of the bottle 
with old Peter Goldthwaite’s rusty key, and decapitated the sealed cork 
at a single blow. He then filled two little china teacups, which Tabitha 
had brought from the cupboard. So clear and brilliant was this aged wine 
that it shone within the cups, and rendered the sprig of scarlet flowers, at 
the bottom of each, more distinctly visible than when there had been no 
wine there. Its rich and delicate perfume wasted itself round the kitchen. 

“Drink, Tabitha! ” cried Peter. “Blessings on the honest old fellow who 
set aside this good liquor for you and me! And here’s to Peter Gold- 
thwaite’s memory! ” 

“And good cause have we to remember him,” quoth Tabitha, as she 
drank. 
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How many years, and through what changes of fortune and various cal- 
amity, had that bottle hoarded up its effervescent joy, to be quaffed at 
last by two such boon companions! A portion of the happiness of the for- 
mer age had been kept for them, and was now set free, in a crowd of re- 
joicing visions, to sport amid the storm and desolation of the present time. 
Until they have finished the bottle, we must turn our eyes elsewhere. 

It so chanced that, on this stormy night, Mr. John Brown found him- 
self ill at ease in his wire-cushioned arm-chair, by the glowing grate of 
anthracite which heated his handsome parlor. He was naturally a good 
sort of a man, and kind and pitiful whenever the misfortunes of others 
happened to reach his heart through the padded vest of his own prosper- 
ity. This evening he had thought much about his old partner, Peter Gold- 
thwaite, his strange vagaries, and continual ill luck, the poverty of his 
dwelling, at Mr. Brown’s last visit, and Peter’s crazed and haggard as- 
pect when he had talked with him at the window. 

‘Toor fellow!” thought Mr. John Brown. “Poor, crackbrained Peter 
Goldthwaite! For old acquaintance’ sake, I ought to have taken care that 
he was comfortable this rough winter.” 

These feelings grew so powerful that, in spite of the inclement weather, 
he resolved to visit Peter Goldthwaite immediately. The strength of the 
impulse was really singular. Every shriek of the blast seemed a summons, 
or would have seemed so, had Mr. Brown been accustomed to hear the 
echoes of his own fancy in the wind. Much amazed at such active benevo- 
lence, he huddled himself in his cloak, muffled his throat and ears in com- 
forters and handkerchiefs, and, thus fortified, bade defiance to the temp- 
est. But the powers of the air had rather the best of the battle. Mr. Brown 
was just weathering the corner, by Peter Goldthwaite’s house, when the 
hurricane caught him off his feet, tossed him face downward into a snow 
bank, and proceeded to bury his protuberant part beneath fresh drifts. 
There seemed little hope of his reappearance earlier than the next thaw. 
At the same moment his hat was snatched away, and whirled aloft into 
some far distant region, whence no tidings have as yet returned. 

Nevertheless Mr. Brown contrived to burrow a passage through the 
snow-drift, and, with his bare head bent against the storm, floundered on- 
ward to Peter’s door. There was such a creaking and groaning and rattling, 
and such an ominous shaking throughout the crazy edifice, that the loud- 
est rap would have been inaudible to those within. He therefore entered, 
without ceremony, and groped his way to the kitchen. 

His intrusion, even there, was unnoticed. Peter and Tabitha stood with 
their backs to the door, stooping over a large chest, which, apparently, 
they had just dragged from a cavity, or concealed closet, on the left side 
of the chimney. By the lamp in the old woman’s hand, Mr. Brown saw 
that the chest was barred and clamped with iron, strengthened with iron 
plates and studded with iron nails, so as to be a fit receptacle in which the 
wealth of one century might be hoarded up for the wants of another. 
Peter Goldthwaite was inserting a key into the lock. 

“O Tabitha!” cried he, with tremulous rapture, “how shall I endure 
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the effulgence? The gold! — the bright, bright gold! Methinks I can re- 
member my last glance at it, just as the iron-plated lid fell down. And 
ever since, being seventy years, it has been blazing in secret, and gather- 
ing its splendor against this glorious moment! It will flash upon us like 
the noonday sun!” 

“Then shade your eyes, Mr. Peter!” said Tabitha, with somewhat less 
patience than usual. “But, for mercy’s sake, do turn the key! ” 

And, with a strong effort of both hands, Peter did force the rusty key 
through the intricacies of the rusty lock. Mr. Brown, in the mean time, 
had drawn near, and thrust his eager visage between those of the other 
two, at the instant that Peter threw up the lid. No sudden blaze illumin- 
ated the kitchen. 

“What’s here?” exclaimed Tabitha, adjusting her spectacles, and hold- 
ing the lamp over the open chest. ‘ Old Peter Goldthwaite’s hoard of old 
rags.” 

“Pretty much so, Tabby,” said Mr. Brown, lifting a handful of the 
treasure. 

Oh, what a ghost of dead and Duried wealth had Peter Goldthwaite 
raised, to scare himself out of his scanty wits withal! Here was the sem- 
blance of an incalculable sum, enough to purchase the whole town, and 
build every street anew, but which, vast as it was, no sane man would 
have given a solid sixpence for. What then, in sober earnest, were the de- 
lusive treasures of the chest? Why, here were old provincial bills of credit, 
and treasury notes, and bills of land, banks, and all other bubbles of the 
sort, from the first issue, above a century and a half ago, down nearly to 
♦^he Revolution. Bills of a thousand pounds were intermixed with parch- 
ment pennies, and worth no more than they. 

“And this, then, is old Peter Goldthwaite’s treasure! ” said John Brown. 
“Your namesake, Peter, was something like yourself; and, when the pro- 
vincial currency had depreciated fifty or seventy-five per cent., he bought 
it up in expectation of a rise. I have heard my grandfather say that old 
Peter gave his father a mortgage of this very house and land, to raise cash 
for his silly project. But the currency kept sinking, till nobody would take 
it as a gift; and there was old Peter Goldthwaite, like Peter the second, 
with thousands in his strong box and hardly a coat to his back. He went 
mad upon the strength of it. But, never mind, Peter! It is just the sort of 
capital for building castles in the air.” 

“The house will be down about our ears!” cried Tabitha, as the wind 
shook it with increasing violence. 

“Let it fall!” said Peter, folding his arms, as he seated himself upon 
the chest. 

“No, no, my old friend Peter,” said John Brown. “I have house room 
for you and Tabby, and a safe vault for the chest of treasure. To-morrow 
we will try to come to an agreement about the sale of this old house. Real 
estate is well up, and I could afford you a pretty handsome price.” 

“And I,” observed Peter Goldthwaite, with reviving spirits, “have a 
plan for laying out the cash to great advantage.” ^ 
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‘‘Why, as to that,^’ muttered John Brown to himself, “we must apply 
to the next court for a guardian to take care of the solid cash; and if Pe- 
ter insists upon speculating, he may do it, to his heart’s content, with old 
Peter Goldthwaite’s Treasure.” 


THE SHAKER BRIDAL 

One day, in the sick chamber of Father Ephraim, who had been forty 
years the presiding elder over the Shaker settlement at Goshen, there was 
an assemblage of several of the chief men of the sect. Individuals had come 
from the rich establishment at Lebanon, from Canterbury, Harvard, and 
Alfred, and from all the other localities where this strange people have 
fertilized the rugged hills of New England by their systematic industry. 
An elder was likewise there, who had made a pilgrimage of a thousand 
miles from a village of the faithful in Kentucky, to visit his spiritual kin- 
dred, the chUdren of the sainted mother Ann. He had partaken of the 
homely abundance of their tables, had quaffed the far-famed Shaker ci- 
der, and had joined in the sacred dance, every step of which is believed to 
alienate the enthusiast from earth, and bear him onward to heavenly pur- 
ity and bliss. His brethren of the north had now courteously invited him 
to be present on an occasion, when the concurrence of every eminent mem- 
ber of their community was peculiarly desirable. 

The venerable Father Ephraim sat in his easy chair, not only hoary 
headed and infirm with age, but worn aown by a lingering disease, which, 
it was evident, would very soon transfer his patriarchal staff to other 
hands. At his footstool stood a man and woman, both clad in the Shaker 
garb. 

“My brethren,” said Father Ephraim to the surrounding elders, feebly 
exerting himself to utter these few words, “here are the son and daughter 
to whom I would commit the trust of which Providence is about to lighten 
my weary shoulders. Read their faces, I pray you, and say whether the in- 
ward movement of the spirit hath guided my choice aright.” 

Accordingly, each elder looked at the two candidates with a most scru- 
tinizing gaze. The man, whose name was Adam Colburn, had a face sun- 
burnt with labor in the fields, yet intelligent, thoughtful, and traced with 
cares enough for a whole lifetime, though he had barely reached middle 
age. There was something severe in his aspect, and a rigidity throughout 
his person, characteristics that caused him generally to be taken for a 
school-master, which vocation, in fact, he had formerly exercised for sev- 
eral years. The woman, Martha Pierson, was somewhat above thirty, thin 
and pale, as a Shaker sister almost invariably is, and not entirely free 
from that corpse-like appearance which the garb of the sisterhood is so 
well calculated to impart. 

“This pair are g^ill in the summer of their years,” observed the elder 
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from Harvard, a shrewd old man. would like better to see the hoar- 
frost of autumn on their heads. Methinks, also, they will be exposed to 
peculiar temptations, on account of the carnal desires which have here- 
tofore subsisted between them.^’ 

“Nay, brother,” said the elder from Canterbury, “the hoar-frost and 
the black-frost hath done its work on Brother Adam and Sister Martha, 
even as we sometimes discern its traces in our cornfields, while they arc 
yet green. And why should we question the wisdom of our venerable Fath- 
er’s purpose although this pair, in their early youth, have loved one an- 
other as the world’s people love? Are there not many brethren and sisters 
among us, who have lived long together in wedlock, yet, adopting our 
faith, find their hearts purified from all but spiritual affection?” 

Whether or no the early loves of \dam and Martha had rendered it in- 
expedient that they should now preside together over a Shaker village, it 
was certainly most singular that such should be the final result of many 
warm and tender hopes. Children c f neighboring families, their affection 
was older even than their school-dc»ys; it seemed an innate principle, in- 
terfused among all their sentiment^ and feelings, and not so much a dis- 
tinct remembrance, as connected with their whole volume of remem- 
brances. But, just as they reached a proper age for their union, misfor- 
tunes had fallen heavily on both, and made it necessary that they should 
resort to personal labor for a bare subsistence. Even under these circum- 
stances, Martha Pierson would probably have consented to unite her fate 
with Adam Colburn’s, and, secure of the bliss of mutual love, would pa- 
tiently have awaited the less important gifts of fortune. But Adam, being 
of a calm and cautious character, was loath to relinquish the advantages 
which a single man possesses for raising himself in the world. Year aftei 
year, therefore, their marriage had been deferred. Adam Colburn had fol- 
lowed many vocations, had travelled far, and seen much of the world and 
of life. Martha had earned her bread sometimes as a seamstress, some- 
times as help to a farmer’s wife, sometimes as school-mistress of the vil- 
lage children, sometimes as a nurse or watcher of the sick, thus acquiring 
a varied experience, the ultimate use of which she little anticipated. But 
nothing had gone prosperously with either of the lovers; at no subsequent 
moment would matrimony have been so prudent a measure as when they 
had first parted, in the opening bloom of life, to seek a better fortune. 
Still they had held fast their mutual faith. Martha might have been the 
wife of a man who sat among the senators of his native state, and Adam 
could have won the hand, as he had unintentionally won the heart, of a 
rich and comely widow. But neither of them desired good fortune save to 
share it with the other. 

At length that calm despair which occurs only in a strong and some- 
what stubborn character, and yields to no second spring of hope, settled 
down on the spirit of Adam Colburn. He sought an interview with Mar- 
tha, and proposed that they should join the Society of Shakers. The con- 
verts of this sect are oftener driven within its hospitable gates by worldly 
misfortune than drawn thither by fanaticism, and are received without in- 
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quisition as to their motives. Martha, faithful still, had placed her hand in 
that of her lover, and accompanied him to the Shaker village. Here the 
natural aq)acity of each, cultivated and strengthened by the difficulties 
of their previous lives, had soon gained them an important rank in the So- 
ciety, whose members are generdly below the ordinary standard of intel- 
ligence. Their faith and feelings had, in swne degree, become assim^lated 
to those of their fellow-worshippers. Adam Colburn gradually acquired 
reputation, not only in the management of the temporal affairs of the So- 
ciety, but as a clear and efficient preacher of their doctrines. Martha was 
not less distinguished in the duties proper to her sex. Finally, when the in- 
firmities of Father Ephraim had admonished him to seek a successor in 
his patriarchal office, he thought of Adam and Martha, and proposed to 
renew, in their persons, the primitive form of Shaker government, as es- 
tablished by Mother Ann. They were to be the Father and Mother of the 
village. The simple ceremony, which would constitute them such, was now 
to be performed. 

^^Son Adam, and daughter Martha,’’ said the venerable Father 
Ephraim, fixing his aged eyes piercingly upon them, “if ye can conscien- 
tiously undertake this charge, speak, that the brethren may not doubt of 
your fitness.” 

“Father,” replied Adam, speaking with the calmness of his character, 
“I came to your village a disappointed man, weary of the world, worn out 
with continual trouble, seeking only a security against evil fortune, as I 
had no hope of good. Even my wishes of worldly success were almost deaa 
within me. I came hither as a man might come to a tomb, willing to lie 
down in its gloom and coldness, for the sake of its peace and quiet. There 
was but one earthly affection in my breast, and it had grown calmer since 
my youth; so that I was satisfied to bring Martha to be my sister, in our 
new abode. We are brother and sister; nor would I have it otherwise. And 
in this peaceful village I have found all that I hoped for, — all that I de- 
sire. I will strive, with my best strength, for the spiritual and temporal 
good of our community. My conscience is not doubtful in this matter. I 
am ready to receive the trust.” 

“Thou hast spoken well, son Adam,” said the Father. “God will bles.s 
thee in the office which I am about to resign.” 

“But our sister I” observed the elder from Harvard, “hath she not like- 
wise a gift to declare her sentiments?” 

Martha started, and moved her lips, as if she would have made a for- 
mal reply to this appeal. But, had she attempted it, perhaps the old recol- 
lections, the long-repressed feelings of childhood, youth, and womanhood, 
might have gushed from her heart, in words that it would have been pro- 
fanation to utter there. 

“Adam has spoken,” said she hurriedly; “his sentiments are likewise 
mine.” 

But while speaking these few words, Martha grew so pale that she 
looked fitter to be laid in her coffin than to stand in the presence of Fath- 
er I^hraim and the elders; she shuddered, also, as if there were something 
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awful or horrible in her situation and destiny. It required indeed, a more 
than feminine strength of nerve, to sustain the fixed observance of men so 
exalted and famous throughout the sect as these were. They had overcome 
their natural sympathy with human frailties and affections. One, when he 
joined the Society, had brought with him his wife and children, but never, 
from that hour, had spoken a fond word to the former, or taken his best- 
loved child upon his knee. Another, whose family refused to follow him, 
had been enabled — such was his gift of holy fortitude — to leave them to 
the mercy of the world. The youngest of the elders, a man of about fifty, 
had been bred from infancy in a Shaker village, and was said never to 
have clasped a woman^s hand in his own, and to have no conception of a 
closer tie than the cold fraternal one of the sect. Old Father Ephraim was 
the most awful character of all. In his youth he had been a dissolute liber- 
tine, but was converted by Mother ^nn herself, and had partaken of the 
wild fanaticism of the early Shakers. Tradition whispered, at the firesides 
of the village, that Mother Ann had been compelled to sear his heart of 
flesh with a red-hot iron before it could be purified from earthly passions. 

However that might be, poor Martha had a woman’s heart, and a ten- 
der one, and it quailed within her, as she looked round at those strange 
old men, and from them to the calm features of Adam Colburn. But per- 
ceiving that the elders eyed her doubtfully, she gasped for breath, and 
again spoke. 

“With what strength is left me by my many troubles,” said she, “I am 
ready to undertake this charge, and to do my best in it.” 

“My children, join your hands,” said Father Ephraim. 

They did so. The elders stood up around, and the Father feebly raised 
himself to a more erect position, but continued sitting in his great chair. 

“I have bidden you to join your hands,” said he, “not in earthly affec- 
tion, for ye have cast off its chains forever; but as brother and sister in 
spiritual love, and helpers of one another in your allotted task. Teach 
unto others the faith which ye have received. Open wide your gates, — I 
deliver you the keys thereof, — open them wide to all who will give up the 
iniquities of the world, and come hither to lead lives of purity and peace. 
Receive the weary ones, who have known the vanity of earth, — receive 
the little children, that they may never learn that miserable lesson. And a 
blessing be up>on your labors; so that the time may hasten on, when the 
mission of Mother Ann shall have wrought its full effect, — when children 
shall no more be born and die, and the last survivor of mortal race, some 
old and weary man like me, shall see the sun go down, nevermore to rise 
on a world of sin and sorrow 1 ” 

The aged Father sank back exhausted, and the surrounding elders 
deemed, with good reason, that the hour was come when the new heads of 
the village must enter on their patriarchal duties. In their attention to 
Father Ephraim, their eyes were turned from Martha Pierson, who grew 
paler and paler, unnoticed even by Adam Colburn. He, indeed, had with- 
drawn his hand from hers, and folded his arms with a sense of satisfied 
ambition. But paler and pder grew Martha by his sidq^ill, like a corpse 
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in its burial clothes, she sank down at the feet of her early lover ; for, after 
many trials firmly borne, her heart could endure the weight of its desolate 
agony no longer. 


ENDICOTT AND THE RED CROSS 

At noon of on autumnal day, more than two centuries ago, the English 
colors were displayed by the standard-bearer of the Salem trainband, 
which had mustered for martial exercise under the orders of John 
Endicott. It was a period when the religious exiles were accustomed often 
to buckle on their armor, and practise the handling of their weapons of 
war. Since the first settlement of New England, its prospects had never 
been so dismal. The dissensions between Charles the First and his subjects 
were then, and for several years afterwards, confined to the floor of 
Parliament. The measures of the King and ministry were rendered more 
tyrannically violent by an opposition, which had not yet acquired 
sufficient confidence in its own strength to resist royal injustice with the 
sword. The bigoted and haughty primate. Laud, Archbishop of Canter- 
bury, controlled the religious affairs of the realm, and was consequently 
invested with powers which might have wrought the utter ruin of the two 
Puritan colonies, Plymouth and Massachusetts. There is evidence on 
record that our forefathers perceived their danger, but were resolved that 
their infant country should not fall without a struggle, even beneath the 
giant strength of the King^s right arm. 

Such was the aspect of the times when the folds of the English ban- 
ner, with the Red Cross in its field, were flung out over a company of 
Puritans. Their leader, the famous Endicott, was a man of stern and 
resolute countenance, the effect of which was heightened by a grizzled 
beard that swept the upper portion of his breastplate. This piece of 
armor was so highly polished that the whole surrounding scene had its 
image in the glittering steel. The central object in the mirrored picture 
was an edifice of humble architecture with neither steeple nor bell to 
proclaim it — what nevertheless it was — the house of prayer. A token of 
the perils of the wilderness was seen in the grim head of a wolf, which 
had just been slain within the precincts of the town, and according to 
the regular mode of claiming the bounty, was nailed on the porch of the 
meeting-house. The blood was still plashing on the doorstep. There 
happened to be visible, at the same noontide hour, so many other charac- 
teristics of the times and manners of the Puritans, that we must endeavor 
to represent them in a sketch, though far less vividly than they were re- 
flected in the polished breastplate of John Endicott. 

In close vicinity to the sacred edifice appeared that important engine 
of Puritanic aut^ity, the whipping-post — ^with the soil around it well 
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trodden by the feet of evil doers, who had there been disciplined. At one 
corner of the meeting-house was the pillory, and at the other the stocks; 
and, by a singular good fortune for our sketch, the head of an Episcopalian 
and suspected Catholic was grotesquely incased in the former machine; 
while a fellow-criminal, who had boisterously quaffed a health to the king, 
was confined by the legs in the latter. Side by side, on the meeting-house 
steps, stood a male and a female figure. The man was a tall, lean, haggard 
personification of fanaticism, bearing on his breast this label, — ^A 
Wanton Gospeller, — which betokened that he had dared to give 
interpfH^afiohs of Holy Writ unsanctioned by the infallible judgment of 
the, civil and religious rulers. His aspect showed no lack of zeal to maifi- 
tain his heterodoxies, even at the s«ake. The woman wore a cleft stick on 
her tongue, in appropriate retribution for having wagged that unruly 
member against the elders of the ( hurch ; and her countenance and ges- 
tures gave much cause to apprehend that, the moment the stick should be 
removed, a repetition of the offence would demand new ingenuity in 
chastising it. 

The above-mentioned individuals had been sentenced to undergo theii 
various modes of ignominy, for the space of one hour at noonday. But 
among the crowd were several wnose punishment would be life-long; 
some, whose ears had been cropped, like those of puppy dogs; others, 
whose cheeks had been branded with the initials of their misdemeanors; 
one, with his nostrils slit and seared; and another, with a halter about 
his neck, which he was forbidden ever to take off, or to conceal beneath 
his garments. Me thinks he must have been grievously tempted to affix 
the other end of the rope to some convenient beam or bough. There was 
likewise a young woman, with no mean share of beauty, whose~dbdm 
itjvas tojyear t he letter A q n theiireast of her gown, i n the ey cg^of^Tthe 
wprldLand her o wn^hildren. And even her Qwa children knew^wEat that 
initial sjgnifiecL Sporlihgrjrith her infamy, the lost and^ desF^r^e 
cre ature had em broidere d die Jatal. tpken in scarlet cloth, .with^ golden 
th^e^andltEe. nIce5Jt..art oL needlework ; so that the capital A might have 
been thoughLCto^mean Admirable, or anything rather than Adultej;e53. 

Let not the reader argue, from any of these evidences of iniquity, that 
the times of the Puritans were more vicious than our own, when, as we 
pass along the very street of this sketch, we discern no badge of infamy 
on man or woman. It was the policy of our ancestors, to search out evon 
the most secret sins, and expose them to shame, without fear or favor, in 
the‘brqade§LlightJ^^ sun.. Were such the custonrnbw7{^r- 

chance we might find materials for a no less piquant sketch than the 
above. 

Except the malefactors whom we have described, and the diseased or 
infirm persons, the whole male population of the town, between sixteen 
years and sixty, were seen in the ranks of the trainband. A few stately 
savages, in all the pomp and dignity of the primeval Indian, stood gazing 
at the spectacle. Their flint-headed arrows were but childish weapons 
compared with the matchlocks of the Puritans, and ijjguld have rattled 
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harmlessly against the steel caps and hammered iron breastplates which 
indosed each soldier in an individual fortress. The valiant John Endicott 
glanced with an eye of pride at his sturdy followers, and prepared to re- 
new the martial toils of the day. 

‘‘Come, my stout hearts I quoth he, drawing his sword. “Let us show 
these poor heathen that we can handle our weapons like men of might. 
Well for them, if they put us not to prove it in earnest 1 ” 

The iron-breasted company straightened their line, and each man drew 
the heavy butt of his matchlock close to his left foot, thus awaiting the 
orders of the captain. But, as Endicott glanced right and left along the 
front, he discovered a personage at some little distance with whom it be- 
hoov^ him to hold a parley. It was an elderly gentleman, wearing a black 
doak and band, and a high-crowned hat, beneath which was a velvet 
skuU-cap, the whole being the garb of a Puritan minister. This reverend 
person bore a staff which seemed to have been recently cut in the forest, 
and his shoes were bemired as if he had been travelling on foot through 
the swamps of the wilderness. His aspect was perfectly that of a pilgrim, 
heightened also by an apostolic dignity. Just as Endicott perceived him 
he laid aside his staff, and stooped to drink at a bubbling fountain which 
^hed into the sunshine about a score of yards from the corner of the 
meeting-house. But, ere the good man drank, he turned his face heaven- 
ward in thankfulness, and then, holding back his gray beard with one 
hand, he scooped up his simple draught in the hollow of the other. 

“\^at, ho! good Mr. Williams,’’ shouted Endicott. “You are welcome 
back again to our town of peace. How does our worthy Governor Win- 
throp? And what news from Boston?” 

“The Governor hath his health, worshipful Sir,” answered Roger Wil- 
liams, now resuming his staff, and drawing near. “And for the news, here 
is a letter, which, knowing I was to travel hitherward to-day, his Excel- 
lency committed to my charge. Belike it contains tidings of much import ; 
for a ship arrived yesterday from England.” 

Mr. Williams, the minister of Salem and of course known to all the 
spectators, had now reached the spot where Endicott was standing under 
the banner of his company, and put the Governor’s epistle into his hand. 
The broad seal was impressed with Winthrop’s coat of arms. Endicott 
hastily unclosed the letter and began to read, while, as his eye passed 
down the page, a wrathful change came over his manly countenance. The 
blood glowed through it, till it seemed to be kindling with an internal 
heat; nor was it unnatural to suppose that his breastplate would likewise 
become red-hot with the angry fire of the bosom which it covered. Arriv- 
ing at the conclusion, he shook the letter fiercely in his hand, so that it 
rustled as loud as the flag above his head. 

“Black tidings these, Mr. Williams,” said he; “blacker never came to 
New England. Doubtless you know their purport?” 

“Yea, truly,” replied Roger Williams; “for the Governor consulted, 
reinjecting this matter, with my brethren in the ministry at Boston; and 
my c^inion was likewise asked. And his Excellency entreats you by me, 
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that the news be not suddenly noised abroad, lest the people be stirred 
up unto some outbreak, and thereby give the King and the Archbishop a 
handle against 

^^The Governor is a wise man — a wise man, and a meek and moderate,’^ 
said Endicott, setting his teeth grimly. ‘^Nevertheless, I must do according 
to my own best judgment. There is neither man, woman, nor child in New 
England, but has a concern as dear as life in these tidings; and if John 
Endicott’s voice be loud enough, man, woman, and child shall hear them. 
Soldiers, wheel into a hollow square! Ho, good people! Here are news for 
one and all of you.” 

The soldiers closed in around their captain; and he and Roger Wih 
liams stood together under the banner of the Red Cross; while the women 
and the aged men pressed forward, and the mothers held up their children 
to look Endicott in the face. A few taps of the drum gave signal for si- 
lence and attention. 

“Fellow-soldiers — fellow-exiles,’ began Endicott, speaking under 
strong excitement, yet powerfully restraining it, “wherefore did ye leave 
your native country? Wherefore, I say, have we left the green and fertile 
fields, the cottages, or, perchance, ^he old gray halls, where we were bom 
and bred, the churchyards where >ur forefathers lie buried? Wherefore 
have we come hither to set up our own tombstones in a wilderness? A 
howling wilderness it is! The wolf and the bear meet us within halloo of 
our dwellings. The savage lieth in wait for us in the dismal shadow of the 
woods. The stubborn roots of the trees break our ploughshares, when we 
would till the earth. Our children cry for bread, and we must dig in the 
sands of the sea-shore to satisfy them. Wherefore, I say again, have we 
sought this country of a rugged soil_and wint^ sky? Was it not for the 
enjoyment Was it not for liberty to wo^ip TToJ^ay- 

cording to our conscience?” 

“Call you this liberty of conscience?’’ interrupted^a voice on the steps 
o f the meet in g- house. 

It was the vt^ton (jospeller. A sad and quiet smile flitted across the 
mild vTsage of Roger 'Williams. But Endicott, in the excitement of the 
moment, shook his sword wrathfully at the culprit — an ominous gesture 
from a man like him. 

“What hast thou to do with conscience, thou knave?” cried he. “I said 
liberty to worship God, not license to profane and ridicule him. Break not 
in upon my speech, or I will lay thee neck and heels till this time tomor- 
row! He^ken to me^ftiends, npr heed that accursed rhapsadist. As Lwas 
sayingj^ we have sacrificed all things, and have come to a land whereof 
the^qldJKoiid haXh-SGa^cely~he«i^ might make a new world unto 

ourselves^ and painfully seek a path from hence to heaven. But what think 
y^libw? This son of a Scotch tyrant — this grandson of a Papistical and 
adulterous Scotch woman, whose death proved that a golden crown doth 
not always save an anointed head from the block” — 

“Nay, brother, nay,” interposed Mr. Williams; “thy words are not 
meet for a secret chamber, far less for a public street.’J^ 



ioi8 XHE WORKS OF HAWTHORNE 

“Hold thy peace, Roger Williams!” answered Endicott, imperiously. 
“My spirit is wiser than thine for the business now in hand. I tell ye, 
fellow-exiles, that Charles of England, and Laud, our bitterest persecutor, 
arch-priest of Canterbury, are resolute to pursue us even hither. They are 
taking counsel, saith this letter, to send over a governor-general, in whose 
breast shall be deposited all the law and equity of the land. Thev are 
minded, also, to establish the idolatrous forms of English Episcopacy; so 
that, when Laud shall kiss the Pope’s toe, as cardinal of Rome, he may 
deliver New England, bound hand and foot, into the power of his mas- 
ter!” 

A deep groan from the auditors, — a sound of wrath, as well as fear and 
sorrow, — responded to this intelligence. 

“Look ye to it, brethren,” resumed Endicott, with increasing energy. 
“If this king and this arch-prelate have their will, we shall briefly behold 
a cross on the spire of this tabernacle which we have builded, and a high 
altar within its walls, with wax tapers burning round it at noonday. We 
shall hear the sacring bell, and the voices of the Romish priests saying the 
mass. But think ye, Christian men, that these abominations may be suf- 
fered without a sword drawn? without a shot fired? without blood spilt, 
yea, on the very stairs of the pulpit? No, — be ye strong of hand and stout 
of heart! Here we stand on our own soil, which we have bought with our 
goods, which we have won with our swords, which we have (Seared with 
oui^xes, which we have tilled with the sweat of our brows, which we 
have sanctified with our prayers to the God that brought^ Jfiifhfir! Who 
shall enslave us here? What have we to do with this mitred prelate , — with 
this crowned king? What have we to do with England?” 

Endicott gazed round at the excited countenances of the people, now 
full of his own spirit, and then turned suddenly to the standard-bearer, 
who stood close behind him. 

“Officer, lower your banner! ” said he. 

The officer obeyed; and, brandishing his sword, Endicott thrust it 
through the cloth, and, with his left hand, rent the Red Cross completely 
but of the banner. He then waved the tattered ensign above his head. 

“Sacrilegious wretch!” cried the high-churchman in the pillory, un- 
able longer to restrain himself, “thou hast rejected the symbol of our holy 
religion ! ” 

“Treason, treason!” roared the royalist in the stocks. “He hath de- 
faced the King’s banner! ” 

“Before and man, I will avouch the deed,” answered Endicott. 
“Beat a flourish, drummer! — shout, soldiers and people! — in honor of 
the ensign of New England. Neither Pope nor Tyrant hath part in it 
now!” 

With a cry of triumph, the people gave their sanction to one of the 
boldest exploits which our history recj^rds. And forever honored be the 
name of Endicott! We look back through the mist of ages, and recognize 
in the rending of the RejLiltoss 

omen of that deliverance which our fathers consummated after tlSeTones 
of the stern Puriiian had lain more than a century in th^'Wsf. 
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THE BIRTHMARK 


In the latter part of the last century there lived a man of science, an emi- 
nent proficient in every branch of natural philosophy, who not long be- 
fore our story opens had made experience of a spiritual affinity more at- 
tractive than any chemical one. He had left his laboratory to the care of 
an assistant, cleared his fine countenance from the furnace smoke, washed 
the stain of acids from his fingers, md persuaded a beautiful woman to 
become his wife. In those days when the comparatively recent discovery 
of electricity and other kindred mysteries of Nature seemed to open paths 
into the region of miracle, it was not unusual for the love of science to 
rival the love of woman in its depth and absorbing energy. The higher in- 
tellect, tihe Imagination, the spirit, and even the heart might all find theii 
congenial aliment in pursuits which as some of their ardent votaries be- 
lieved, would ascend from one step of powerful intelligence to anoth^^ 
until the philosopher should lay his hand on the secret of creative lorcc 
and perhaps make new worlds for himself. We know not whether Aylmer 
possessed this degree of faith in man’s ultimate control over Nature. He 
had devoted himself, however, too unreservedly to scientific studies ever 
to be weaned from them by any second passion. His love for his young 
wife might prove the stronger of the two; but it could only be by inters 
twining itself with his love of science, and uniting the strength of the lat- 
ter to his own. 

Such a tinion accordingly took place, and was attended with truly re- 
markable consequences and a deeply impressive moral. One day, very 
soon after their marriage, Aylmer sat gazing at his wife with a trouble in 
his countenance that grew stronger until he spoke. 

^^Georgiana,” said he, ‘^has it never occurred to you that the mark upon 
your cheek might be removed?’’ 

“No, indeed,” said she, smiling; but perceiving the seriousness of his 
manner, she blushed deeply. “To tell you the truth it has been so often 
•called a charm that I was simple enough to imagine it might be so.” 

“Ah, upon another face perhaps it might,” replied her husband; “but 
never on yours. No, dearest Georgiana, you came so nearly perfect from 
thejiand of Nature that this slightest possible defect, which we hesitate 
whether to term a defect or a beauty, shocks me, as being the visible mark 
of earthly imperfection.” 

“Sliocis you, iny husband I ” cried Georgiana, deeply hurt; at first red- 
dening with momentary anger, but then bursting into tears. “Then why 
did you take me from my mother’s side? You cannot love what shocks 
youl” 
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To explain this conversation it must be mentioned that in the centre of 
Georgiana^s left cheek there was a singular mark, deeply interwoven, as it 
were, with the texture and substance of her face. In the usual state of her 
complexion — a healthy though delicate bloom — the mark wore a tint of 
deeper crimson, which imperfectly defined its shape amid the surrounding 
rosiness. When she blushed it gradually became more indistinct, aiid fin- 
ally vanished amid the triumphant rush of blood that bathed the whole 
cheek with its brilliant glow. But if any shifting motion caused her to turn 
pale there was the mark again, a crimson stain upon the snow, in what 
Aylmer sometimes deemed an almost fearful distinctness. Its shape bore 
not a little similarity to the human hand, though of the smallest pygmy 
size. Georgiana’s lovers were wont to say that some fairy at her birth hour 
had laid her tiny hand upon the infantas cheek, and left this impress there 
in token of the magic endowments that were to give her such sway over 
all hearts. Many a desperate swain would have risked life for the privi- 
lege of pressing his lips to the mysterious hand. It must not be concealed, 
however, that the impression wrought by this fairy sign manual varied 
exceedingly, according to the difference of temperament in the beholders. 
Some fastidious persons — but they were exclusively of her own sex — af- 
firmed that the bloody hand, as they chose to call it, quite destroyed the 
effect of Georgiana^s beauty, and rendered her countenance even hideous. 
But it would be as reasonable to say that one of those small blue stains 
which sometimes occur in the purest statuary marble would convert the 
Eve of Powers to a monster. Masculine observers, if the birthmark did 
not heighten their admiration, contented themselves with wishing it away, 
that the world might possess one living specimen of ideal loveliness with- 
out the semblance of a flaw. After his marriage, — for he thought little or 
nothing of the matter before, — ^Aylmer discovered that this was the case 
with himself. 

Had she been less beautiful, — if Envy^s self could have found aught 
else to sneer at, — ^he might have felt his affection heightened by the pret- 
tiness of this mimic hand, now vaguely portrayed, now lost, now stealing 
forth again and glimmering to and fro with every pulse of emotion that 
throbbed within her heart; but seeing her otherwise so perfect, he found 
this one defect grow more and more intolerable with every moment of 
their united lives. It was the fatal flaw of humanity which Nature, in one 
shape or another, stamps ineffaceably on all her productions, either to 
imply that they are temporary and finite, or that their perfection must be 
wrought by toil and pain. The crimson hand expressed the includible 
gripe in which mortality clutches the highest and purest of earthly mould, 
degrading them into kindred with the lowest, and even with the very 
brutes, like whom their visible frames return to dust. In this manner, se- 
lecting it as the symbol of his wife’s liability to sin, sorrow, decay, and 
death, Aylmer’s sombre imagination was not long in rendering the birth- 
mark a frightful object, causing him more trouble and horror than ever 
Georgiana’s beauty, whether of soul or sense, had given him delight. 

At all the segs^ns which should have been their happiest, he invariably 
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and without intending it, nay, in spite of a purpose to the contrary, re- 
verted to this one disastrous topic. Trifling as it at first appeared, it so 
connected itself with innumerable trains of thought and modes of feeling 
that it became the central point of all. With the morning twilight Aylmer 
opened his eyes upon his wife's face and recognized the symbol of imper- 
fection; and when they sat together at the evening hearth his eyes wan- 
dered^stealthily to her cheek, and beheld, flickering with the blaze of the 
wood fire, the spectral hand that wrote mortality where he would fain 
have worshipped. Georgiana soon learned to shudder at his gaze. It need- 
ed but a glance with the peculiar expression that his face often wore to 
change the roses of her cheek into a deathlike paleness, amid which the 
crimson hand was brought strongly out, like a bass-relief of ruby on the 
whitest marble. 

Late one night when the lights were growing dim, so as hardly to betray 
the stain on the poor wife's cheek, she herself, for the first time, voluntar- 
ily took up the subject. 

“Do you remember, my dear Aylmer," said she, with a feeble attempt 
at a smile, “have you any recollect ion of a dream last night about this 
odious hand?" 

“None! none whatever!" replied Aylmer, starting; but then he added, 
in a dry, cold tone, affected for the sake of concealing the real depth of hi^ 
emotion, “I might well dream of it; for before I fell asleep it had taken 
pretty firm hold of my fancy." 

“And you did dream of it?" continued Georgiana, hastily; for sh4 
dreaded lest a gush of tears should interrupt what she had to say. “A ter-* 
rible dream! I wonder that you can forget it. Is it possible to forget this 
one expression? — Tt is in her heart now; we must have it out!' Reflect, 
my husband ; for by all means I would have you recall that dream." 

The mind is in a sad state when Sleep, the all-involving, cannot confine 
her spectres within the dim region of her sway, but suffers them to break 
forth, affrighting this actual life with secrets that perchance belong to a 
•deeper one. Aylmer now remembered his dream. He had fancied himself 
with his servant Aminadab, attempting an operation for the removal of 
the birthmark; but the deeper went the knife, the deeper sank the hand, 
until at length its tiny grasp appeared to have caught hold of Georgiana’s 
heart; whence, however, her husband was inexorably resolved to cut or 
wrench it away. 

When the dream had shaped itself perfectly in his memory, Aylmer sat 
in his wife's presence with a guilty feeling. Truth often finds its way to 
the mind close muffled in robes of sleep, and then speaks with uncom- 
promising directness of matters in regard to which we practise an uncon- 
scious self-deception during our waking moments. Until now he had not 
been aware of the tyrannizing influence acquired by one idea over his 
mind, and of the lengths which he might find in his heart to go for the 
sake of giving himself peace. 

“Aylmer," resumed Georgiana, solemnly, “I know not what may be the 
cost to both of us to rid me of this fatal birthmark. Perhaps its removal 
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may cause cureless deformity; or it may be the stain goes as deep as life 
' itself. Again: do we know that there is a possibility, on any terms, of un- 
clasping the firm gripe of this little hand which was laid upon me before I 
came into the world?’’ 

^^Dearest Georgiana, I have spent much thought upon the subject,” 
hastily interrupted Aylmer. “I am convinced of the perfect practicability 
of its removal.” 

“If there be the remotest possibility of it,” continued Georgiana, “let 
the attempt be made at whatever risk. Danger is nothing to me; for life, 
while this hateful mark makes me the object of your horror and disgust, — 
life is a burden which I would fling down with joy. Either remove this 
dreadful hand, or take my wretched life! You have deep science. All the 
world bears witness of it. You have achieved great wonders. Cannot you 
remove this little, little mark, which I cover with the tips of two small fin- 
gers? Is this beyond your power, for the sake of your own peace, and to 
save your poor wife from madness?” 

“Noblest, dearest, tenderest wife,’* cried Aylmer, rapturously, “doubt 
not my power. I have already given this matter the deepest thought — 
thought which might almost have enlightened me to create a being less 
|g|rfect than yourself. Georgiana, you have led me deeper than ever into 
^Kjieart of science. I feel myself fully competent to render this dear 
as faultless as its fellow; and then, most beloved, what will be my 
^iumph when I shall have corrected what Nature left imperfect in her 
Siirest workl Even Pygmalion, when his sculptured woman assumed life, 
not greater ecstasy than mine will be.” 

“It is resolved, then,” said Georgiana, faintly smiling. “And, Aylmer, 
spare me not, though you should find the birthmark take refuge in my 
heart at last.” 

Her husband tenderly kissed her cheek — ^her right cheek — ^not that 
which bore the impress of the crimson hand. 

The next day Aylmer apprised his wife of a plan that he had formed 
whereby he might have opportunity for the intense thought and constant 
watchfulness which the proposed operation would require; while Geor- 
giana, likewise, would enjoy the perfect repose essential to its success. 
They were to seclude themselves in the extensive apartments occupied by 
Aylmer as a laboratory, and where, during his toilsome youth, he had 
made discoveries in the elemental powers of Nature that had roused the 
admiration of all the learned societies in Europe. Seated calmly in this 
laboratory, the pale philosopher had investigated the secrets of the high- 
est cloud region and of the profoundest mines; he had satisfied himself of 
the causes that kindled and kept alive the fires of the volcano; and had 
explained the mystery of fountains, and how it is that they gush forth, 
some so bright and pure, and others with such rich medicinal virtues, from 
the dark bosom of the earth. Here, too, at an earlier period, he had studied 
the wonders of the human frame, and attempted to fathom the very proc- 
ess by which Nature assimilates ^1 her precious influences from earth and 
air, and from the^piritual world, to creite and foster man, her master-- 
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piece. The latter pursuit, however, Aylmer had long laid aside in unwill- 
ing recognition of the truth — ^against which all seekers sooner or later 
stumble — that our great creative Mother, while she amuses us with ap- 
parently working in the broadest sunshine, is yet severely careful to keep 
her own secrets, and, in spite of her pretended openness, shows us noth- 
ing but results. She permits us, indeed, to mar, but seldom to mend, and, 
like a jealous patentee, on no account to make. Now, however, Aylmer 
resumed these half-forgotten investigations; not, of course, with such 
hopes or wishes as first suggested them; but because they involved much 
physiological truth and lay in the path of his proposed scheme for the 
treatment of Georgiana. 

As he led her over the threshold of the laboratory, Georgiana was cold 
and tremulous. Aylmer looked cheerfully into her face, with intent to re- 
assure her, but was so startled with the intense glow of the birthmark 
upon the whiteness of her cheek tnat he could not restrain a strong con- 
vulsive shudder. His wife fainted. 

“Aminadabl Aminadabl'^ shouted Aylmer, stamping violently on the 
floor. 

Forthwith there issued from an inner apartment a man of low stature, 
but bulky frame, with shaggy hair hanging about his visage, which was 
grimed with the vapors of the furnace. This personage had been Aylmer’s 
underworker during his whole scientific career, and was admirably fitted 
for that office by his great mechanical readiness, and the skill with which, 
while incapable of comprehending a single principle, he executed all the 
details of his master’s experiments. With his vast strength, his shaggy 
hair, his smoky aspect, and the indescribable earthiness that incrusted 
him, he seemed to represent man’s physical nature; while Aylmer’s slen- 
der figure, and pale, intellectual face, were no less apt a type of the spir- 
itual element. 

“Throw open the door of the boudoir, Aminadab,” said Aylmer, “and 
burn a pastil.” 

“Yes, master,” answered Aminadab, looking intently at the lifeless 
form of Georgiana; and then he muttered to himself, “If she were my 
wife, I’d never part with that birthmark.” 

When Georgiana recovered consciousness she found herself breathing 
an atmosphere of penetrating fragrance, the gentle potency of which had 
recalled her from her deathlike faintness. The scene around her looked 
like enchantment. Aylmer had converted those smoky, dingy, sombre 
rooms, where he had spent his brightest years in recondite pursuits, into a 
series of beautiful apartments not unfit to be the secluded abode of a love- 
ly woman. The walls were hung with gorgeous curtains, which imparted 
the combination of grandeur and grace that no other species of adorn- 
ment can achieve; and as they fell from the ceiling to the floor, their rich 
and ponderous folds, concealing all angles and straight lines, appeared to 
shut in the scene from infinite space. For aught Georgiana knew, it might 
be a pavilion among the clouds. And Aylmer, excluding the sunshine, 
which would hav^ interfered with his chemical processes, had supplied its 
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place with perfumed lamps, emitting flames of various hue, but all uniting 
in a soft, impurpled radiance. He now knelt by his wife’s side, watching 
her earnestly, but without alarm; for he was confident in his science, and 
felt that he could draw a magic circle round her within which no evil 
might intmde. 

“Where am I? Ah, I remember,” said Georgiana, faintly; and she 
placed her hand over her cheek to hide the terrible mark from her hus- 
band’s eyes. 

“Fear not, dearest!” exclaimed he. “Do not shrink from me! Believe 
me, Georgiana, I even rejoice in this single imperfection, since it will be 
such a rapture to remove it.” 

“Oh, spare me!” sadly replied his wife. “Pray do not look at it again. 
I never can forget that convulsive shudder.” 

In order to soothe Georgiana, and, as it were, to release her mind from 
the burden of actual things, Aylmer now put in practice some of the light 
and playful secrets which science had taught him among its profounder 
lore. Airy figures, absolutely bodiless ideas, and forms of unsubstantial 
beauty came and danced before her, imprinting their momentary foot- 
steps on beams of light. Though she had some indistinct idea of the meth- 
od of these optical phenomena, still the illusion was almost perfect enough 
to warrant the belief that her husband possessed sway over the spiritual 
world. Then again, when she felt a wish to look forth from her seclusion, 
immediately, as if her thoughts were answered, the procession of external 
existence flitted across a screen. The scenery and the figures of actual life 
were perfectly represented, but with that bewitching, yet indescribable 
difference which ^ways makes a picture, an image, or a shadow so much 
more attractive than the original. When wearied of this, Aylmer bade her 
cast her eyes upon a vessel containing a quantity of earth. She did so, with 
iittle interest at first; but was soon startled to perceive the germ of a plant 
shooting upward from the soil. Then came the slender stik; the leaves 
gradually unfolded themselves ; and amid them was a perfect and lovely 
flower. 

“It is magical! ” cried Georgiana. “I dare not touch it.” 

“Nay, pluck it,” answered Aylmer, — “pluck it, and inhale its brief per- 
fume while you may. The flower will wither in a few moments and leave 
nothing save its brown seed vessels ; but thence may be perpetuated a race 
as ephemeral as itself.” 

But Georgiana had no sooner touched the flower than the whole plant 
suffered a blight, its leaves turning coal-black as if by the agency of fire. 

“There was too powerful a stimulus,” said Aylmer, thoughtfully. 

To make up for this abortive experiment, he proposed to take her por- 
trait by a scientific process of his own invention. It was to be effected by 
rays of light striking upon a polished plate of metal. Georgiana assented; 
but, on looking at the result, was affrighted to find the features of the por- 
trait blurred and indefinable; while the minute figure of a hand appeared 
where the cheek should have been. Aylmer snatched the metallic plate 
and threw it inta^:)jar of corrosive acid. 
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Soon, however, he forgot these mortifying failures. In the intervals of 
study and chemical experiment he came to her flushed and exhausted, but 
seemed invigorated by her presence, and spoke in glowing language of the 
resources of his art. He gave a history of the long dynasty of the alchem- 
ists, who spent so many ages in quest of the universal solvent by which 
the golden principle might be elicited from all things vile and base. Ayl- 
mer appeared to believe that, by the plainest scientific logic, it was alto- 
gether within the limits of possibility to discover this long-sought me- 
dium; ^‘but,’’ he added, ^^a philosopher who should go deep enough to ac- 
quire the power would attain too lofty a wisdom to stoop to the exercise 
of it.’’ Not less singular were his opinions in regard to the elixir vitae. He 
more than intimated that it was at his option to concoct a liquid that 
should prolong life for years, perhaps interminably ; but that it would pro- 
duce a discord in Nature which all the world, and chiefly the quaffer of 
the immortal nostrum, would find cause to curse. 

‘^Aylmer, are you in earnest?” asked Georgiana, looking at him with 
amazement and fear. “It is terriblu to possess such power, or even to 
dream of possessing it.” 

“Oh, do not tremble, my love,” said her husband. “I would not wrong 
either you or myself by working such inharmonious effects upon our lives; 
but I would have you consider how trifling, in comparison, is the skill re- 
quisite to remove this little hand.” 

At the mention of the birthmark, Georgiana, as usual, shrank as if a 
redhot iron had touched her cheek. 

Again Aylmer applied himself to his labors. She could hear his voice in 
the distant furnace room giving directions to Aminadab, whose harsh, un- 
couth, misshapen tones were audible in response, more like the grunt or 
growl of a brute than human speech. After hours of absence, Aylmer re- 
appeared and proposed that she should now examine his cabinet of chem- 
ical products and natural treasures of the earth. Among the former he 
showed her a small vial, in which, he remarked, was contained a gentle 
yet most powerful fragrance, capable of impregnating all the breezes that 
blow across a kingdom. They were of inestimable value, the contents of 
that little vial ; and, as he said so, he threw some of the perfume into the 
air and filled the room with piercing and invigorating delight. 

“And what is this?” asked Georgiana, pointing to a small crystal globe 
containing a gold-colored liquid. “It is so beautiful to the eye that I could 
imagine it the elixir of life.” 

“In one sense it is,” replied Aylmer; “or, rather, the elixir of immor- 
tality. It is the most precious poison that ever was concocted in this world. 
By its aid I could apportion the lifetime of any mortal at whom you might 
point your finger. The strength of the dose would determine whether he 
were to linger out years, or drop dead in the midst of a breath. No king on 
his guarded throne could keep his life if I, in my private station, should 
deem that the welfare of millions justified me in depriving him of it.” 

“Why do you keep such a terrific drug?” inquired Georgiana in horror. 

“Do not mistrust me, dearest,” said her husband, smili|jgjJ‘its virtuous 
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{potency is yet greater than its harmful one. But see! here is a powerfiA 
cosmetic. With a few drops of this in a vase of water, freckles may be 
washed away as easily as the hands are cleansed. A stronger infusion 
would take the blood out of the cheek, and leave the rosiest beauty a pmle 
ghost.” 

^‘Is it with this lotion that you intend to bathe my cheek?” asked Geor- 
giana, anxiously. 

‘‘Oh, no,” hastily replied her husband; “this is merely superficial. Your 
case demands a remedy that shall go deeper.” 

In his interviews with Georgiana, Aylmer generally made minute in- 
quiries as to her sensations and whether the confinement of the rooms and 
the temperature of the atmosphere agreed with her. These questions had 
such a particular drift that (^orgiana began to conjecture that she was 
already subjected to certain physical influences, either breathed in with 
the fragrant air or taken with her food. She fancied likewise, but it might 
be altogether fancy, that there was a stirring up of her system — a strange, 
indefinite sensation creeping through her veins, and tingling, half pain- 
fully, half pleasurably, at her heart. Still, whenever she dared to look into 
the mirror, there she beheld herself pale as a white rose and with the crim- 
son birthmark stamped upon her cheek. Not even Aylmer now hated it so 
much as she. 

To dispel the tedium of the hours which her husband found it necessary 
to devote to the processes of combination and analysis, Georgiana turned 
over the volumes of his scientific library. In many dark old tomes she met 
with chapters full of romance and poetry. They were the works of philos- 
ophers of the middle ages, such as Albertus Magnus, Cornelius Agrippa, 
Paracelsus, and the famous friar who created the prophetic Brazen Head. 
All these antique naturalists stood in advance of their centuries, yet were 
imbued with some of their credulity, and therefore were believed, and 
perhaps imagined themselves to have acquired from the investigation of 
Nature a power above Nature, and from physics a sway over the spirit- 
ual world. Hardly less curious and imaginative were the early volumes 
of the Transactions of the Royal Society, in which the members, know- 
ing little of the limits of natural possibility, were continually recording 
wonders or proposing methods whereby wonders might be wrought. 

But to Georgiana the most engrossing volume was a large folio from 
her husband^s own hand, in which he had recorded every experiment of 
his scientific career, its original aim, the methods adopted for its develop- 
ment, and its final success or failure, with the circumstances to which 
either event was attributable. The book, in truth, was both the history 
and emblem of his ardent, ambitious, imaginative, yet practical and la- 
borious life. He handled physical details as if there were nothing beyond 
them ; yet spiritualized them all, and redeemed himself from materialism 
by his strong and eager aspiration towards the infinite. In his grasp the 
veriest clod of earth assumed a soul. Georgiana, as she read, reverenced 
Aylmer and loved him more profoundly than ever, but with a less entire 
dependence judgment than heretofore. Much as be had accom- 
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plished, she could not but observe that his most splendid successes were 
almost invariably failures, if compared with the ideal at which he aimed. 
His brightest diamonds were the merest pebbles, and felt to be so by him- 
self, in comparison with the inestimable gems which lay hidden beyond 
his reach. The volume, rich with achievements that had won renown for 
its author, was yet as melancholy a record as ever mortal hand had 
penned. It was the sad confession and continual exemplification of the 
shortcomings of the composite man, the spirit burdened with clay and 
working in matter, and of the despair that assails the higher nature at 
finding itself so miserably thwarted by the earthly part. Perhaps every 
man of genius in whatever sphere might recognize the image of his own 
experience in Aylmer’s journd. 

So deeply did these reflections affect Georgiana that she laid her face 
upon the open volume and burst into tears. In this situation she was found 
by her husband. 

^Tt is dangerous to read in a sore erer’s books,” said he with a smile, 
though his countenance was uneasy and displeased. “Georgiana, there are 
pages in that volume which I can scarcely glance over and keep my senses. 
Take heed lest it prove as detrimenta> to you.” 

^Tt has made me worship you more than ever,” said she. 

^^Ah, wait for this one success,” rejoined he, “then worship me if you 
will. I shall deem myself hardly unworthy of it. But come, I have sought 
you for the luxury of your voice. Sing to me, dearest.” 

So she poured out the liquid music of her voice to quench th 3 thirst of 
his spirit. He then took his leave with a boyish exuberance of gayety, as- 
suring her that her seclusion would endure but a little longer, and that 
the result was already certain. Scarcely had he departed when Georgiana 
felt irresistibly impelled to follow him. She had forgotten to inform Ayl- 
mer of a symptom which for two or three hours past had begun to excite 
her attention. It was a sensation in the fatal birthmark, not painful, but 
which induced a restlessness throughout her system. Hastening after her 
husband, she intruded for the first time into the laboratory. 

The first thing that struck her eye was the furnace, that hot and fever- 
ish worker, with the intense glow of its fire, which by the quantities of 
soot clustered above it seemed to have been burning for ages. There was 
a distilling apparatus in full operation. Around the room were retorts, 
tubes, cylinders, crucibles, and other apparatus of chemical research. An 
electrical machine stood ready for immediate use. The atmosphere felt 
oppressively close, and was tainted with gaseous odors which had been 
tormented forth by the processes of science. The severe and homely sim- 
plicity of the apartment, with its naked walls and brick pavement, looked 
strange, accustomed as Georgiana had become to the fantastic elegance of 
her boudoir. But what chiefly, indeed almost solely, drew her attention, 
was the aspect of Aylmer himself. 

He was pale as death, anxious and absorbed, and hung over the furnace 
as if it depended upon his utmost watchfulness whether the liquid which 
it was distilling should be the draught of immortal hapfijness or misery. 
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How different from the sanguine and joyous mien that he had assumed for 
Georgiafia^s encouragement! 

“Carefully now, Aminadab; carefully, thou human machine; carefully, 
Ihou man of clay! ” muttered Aylmer, more to himself than his assistant. 
“Now, if there be a thought too much or too little, it is all over.” 

“Ho! ho! ” mumbled Aminadab. “Look, master! look! ” 

Aylmer raised his eyes hastily, and at first reddened, then grew paler 
than ever, on beholding Georgiana. He rushed towards her and seized her 
arm with a gripe that left the print of his fingers upon it. 

“Why do you come hither? Have you no trust in your husband?” cried 
he, impetuously. “Would you throw the blight of that fatal birthmark 
over my labors? It is not well done. Go, prying woman, go! ” 

“Nay, Aylmer,” said Georgiana with the firmness of which she pos- 
sessed no stinted endowment, “it is not you that have a right to complain. 
You mistrust your wife; you have concealed the anxiety with which you 
watch the development of this experiment. Think not so unworthily of 
me, my husband. Tell me all the risk we run, and fear not that I shall 
shrink; for my share in it is far less than your own.” 

“No, no, Georgiana! ” said Aylmer, impatiently; “it must not be.” 

“I submit,” replied she calmly. “And, Aylmer, I shall quaff whatever 
draught you bring me; but it will be on the same principle that would in- 
duce me to take a dose of poison if offered by your hand.” 

“My noble wife,” said Aylmer, deeply moved, “I knew not the height 
and depth of your nature until now. Nothing shall be concealed. Know, 
then, that this crimson hand, superficial as it seems, has clutched its grasp 
into your being with a strength of which I had no previous conception. I 
have already administered agents powerful enough to do aught except to 
change your entire physical system. Only one thing remains to be tried, 
ff that fail us we are ruined.” 

“Why did you hesitate to tell me this?” asked she. 

“Because, Georgiana,” said Aylmer, in a low voice, “there is danger.” 

“Danger? There is but one danger — that this horrible stigma shall be 
left upon my cheek!” cried Georgiana. “Remove it, remove it, whatever 
be the cost, or we shall both go mad ! ” 

“Heaven knows your words are too true,” said Aylmer, sadly. “And 
now, dearest, return to your boudoir. In a little while all will be tested.” 

He conducted her back and took leave of her with a solemn tenderness 
which spoke far more than his words how much was now at stake. After 
his departure Georgiana became rapt in musings. She considered the char- 
acter of Aylmer, and did it completer justice than at any previous mo- 
ment. Her heart exulted, while it trembled, at his honorable love — so pure 
and lofty that it would accept nothing less than perfection nor miserably 
make itself contented with an earthlier nature than he had dreamed of. 
She felt how much more precious was such a sentiment than that meaner 
kind which would have borne with the imperfection for her sake, and have 
been guilty of treason to holy love by degrading its perfect idea to the 
level of the acty^l; and with her whole spirit she prayed that, for a single 
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moment, she might satisfy his highest and deepest conception. Longet 
than one moment she well knew it could not be ; for his spirit was ever on 
the march, ever ascending, and each instant required something that was 
beyond the scope of the instant before. 

The sound of her husband’s footsteps aroused her. He bore a crystal 
goblet containing a liquor colorless as water, but bright enough to be the 
draught of immortality. Aylmer was pale; but it seemed rather the conse- 
quence of a highly-wrought state of mind and tension of spirit than of 
fear or doubt. 

“The concoction of the draught has been perfect,” said he, in answer to 
Georgiana’s look. “Unless all my science have deceived me, it cannot fail.” 

“Save on your account, my dearest Aylmer,” observed his wife, “I 
might wish to put off this birthmar): of mortality by relinquishing mortal- 
ity itself in preference to any othe* mode. Life is but a sad possession to 
those who have attained precisely the degree of moral advancement at 
which I stand. Were I weaker and blinder it might be happiness. Were I 
stronger, it might be endured hopidully. But, being what I find myself, 
methinks I am of all mortals the most fit to die.” 

“You are fit for heaven without tasting death!” replied her husband, 
“But why do we speak of dying? I'he draught cannot fail. Behold its efi 
feet upon this plant.” 

On the window seat there stood a geranium diseased with yellow 
blotches, which had overspread all its leaves. Aylmer poured a small 
quantity of the liquid upon the soil in which it grew. In a little time, when 
the roots of the plant had taken up the moisture, the unsightly blotches 
began to be extinguished in a living verdure. 

“There needed no proof,” said Georgiana, quietly. “Give me the goblet. 
I joyfully stake all upon your word.” 

“Drink, then, thou lofty creature!” exclaimed Aylmer, with fervid ad^ 
miration. “There is no taint of imperfection on thy spirit. Thy sensible 
frame, too, shall soon be all perfect.” 

She quaffed the liquid and returned the goblet to his hand. 

“It is grateful,” said she with a placid smile. “Methinks it is like water 
from a heavenly fountain ; for it contains I know not what of unobtrusive 
fragrance and deliciousness. It allays a feverish thirst that had parched 
me for many days. Now, dearest, let me sleep. My earthly senses are clos- 
ing over my spirit like the leaves around the heart of a rose at sunset.” 

She spoke the last words with a gentle reluctance, as if it required al- 
most more energy than she could command to pronounce the faint and lin- 
gering syllables. Scarcely had they loitered through her lips ere she was 
lost in slumber. Aylmer sat by her side, watching her aspect with the emo- 
tions proper to a man the whole value of whose existence was involved in 
the process now to be tested. Mingled with this mood, however, was the 
philosophic investigation characteristic of the man of science. Not the 
minutest symptom escaped him. A heightened flush of the cheek, a slight 
irregularity of breath, a quiver of the eyelid, a hardly perceptible tremor 
through the frame,—- such were the details which^ as thfrstt^ents passed, 
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he wrote down in his folio volume. Intense thought had set its stamp upon 
every previous page of that volume, but the thoughts of years were all 
concentrated upon the last. 

While thus employed, he failed not to gaze often at the fatal hand, and 
not without a shudder. Yet once, by a strange and unaccountable impulse, 
he pressed it with his lips. His spirit recoiled, however, in the very ctct; 
and Georgiana, out of the midst of her deep sleep, moved uneasily and 
murmured as if in remonstrance. Again Aylmer resumed his watch. Nor 
was it without avail. The crimson hand, which at first had been strongly 
visible upon the marble paleness of Georgiana^s cheek, now grew more 
faintly outlined. She remained not less pale than ever ; but the birthmark, 
with every breath that came and went, lost somewhat of its former dis- 
tinctness. Its presence had been awful ; its departure was more awful still. 
Watch the stain of the rainbow fading out the sky, and you will know how 
that mysterious symbol passed away. 

‘‘By Heaven! it is well-nigh gone! said Aylmer to himself, in almost 
irrepressible ecstasy. “I can scarcely trace it now. Success! success! And 
now it is like the faintest rose color. The lightest flush of blood across her 
cheek would overcome it. But she is so pale! 

He drew aside the window curtain and suffered the light of natural day 
to fall into the room and rest upon her cheek. At the same time he heard a 
gross, hoarse chuckle, which he had long known as his servant Aminadab^s 
expression of delight. 

“Ah, clod! ah, earthly mass! cried Aylmer, laughing in a sort of fren- 
zy, “you have served me well! Matter and spirit — earth and heaven 
— ^have both done their part in this! Laugh, thing of the senses! You have 
earned the right to laugh.’^ 

These exclamations broke Georgiana’s sleep. She slowly unclosed her 
eyes and gazed into the mirror which her husband had arranged for that 
purpose. A faint smile flitted over her lips when she recognized how barely 
perceptible was now that crimson hand which had once blazed forth with 
such disastrous brilliancy as to scare away all their happiness. But then 
her eyes sought Aylmer’s face with a trouble and anxiety that he could by 
no means account for. 

“My poor Aylmer! ” murmured she. 

“Poor? Nay, richest, happiest, most favored!” exclaimed he. “My 
peerless bride, it is successful! You are perfect!” 

“My poor Aylmer,” she repeated, with a more than human tenderness, 
“you have aimed loftily; you have done nobly. Do not repent that with 
so high and pure a feeling, you have rejected the best the earth could offer. 
Aylmer, dearest Aylmer, I am dying! ” 

Alas! it was too true! The fatal hand had grappled with the mystery of 
life, and was the bond by which an angelic spirit kept itself in union with 
a mortal frame. As the last crimson tint of the birthmark — ^that sole token 
of human imperfection — faded from her cheek, the parting breath of the 
now perfect woman passed into the atmosphere, and her soul, lingering a 
moment near Jj^s^^husband, took its heavenward flight. Then a hoarse^ 
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chuckling laugh was heard again! Thus ever does the gross fatality of 
earth exult in its invariable triumph over the immortal essence which, in 
this dim sphere of half development, demands the completeness of a high- 
er state. Yet, had Alymer reached a profounder wisdom, he need not thus 
have flung away the happin ess which would h ave woven hHmnrtal life of 
the selfsame texture with the celestial The momentary circumstance was 
too strGfig for him; he failed to loo¥ Beyond the shadowy scope of time, 
and, living once for all in eternity, to find the perfect future in the present. 


YOUNG GOODMAN BROWN 


Young Goodman Brown came fortii at sunset into the street at Salem vil- 
lage; but put his head back, after crossing the threshold, to exchange a 
parting kiss with his young wife. And Faith, as, the wife was aptly named, 
thrust her own pretty head into the street, letting the wind play with the 
pink ribbons of her cap while she called to Goodman Brown. 

‘‘Dearest heart,’^ whispered she, softly and rather sadly, when her lips 
were close to his ear, “prithee put off your journey until sunrise and sleep 
in your own bed to-night. A lone woman is troubled with such dreams and 
such thoughts that she’s afeard of herself sometimes. Pray tarry with me 
this night, dear husband, of all nights in the year.” 

“My love and my Faith,” replied young Goodman Brown, “of all nights 
in the year, this one night must I tarry away from thee. My journey, as 
thou callest it, forth and back again, must needs be done 'twixt now and 
sunrise. What, my sweet, pretty wife, dost thou doubt me already, and 
we but three months married?” 

“Then God bless you I” said Faith, with the pink ribbons; “and may 
you find all well when you come back.” 

“Amen! ” cried Goodman Brown. “Say thy prayers, dear Faith, and go 
to bed at dusk, and no harm will come to thee.” 

So they parted ; and the young man pursued his way until, being about 
to turn the comer by the meeting-house, he looked back and saw the head 
of Faith still peeping after him with a melancholy air, in spite of her pink 
ribbons. 

“Poor little Faith!” thought he, for his heart smote him. “What a 
wretch am I to leave her on such an errand! She talks of dreams, too. Me- 
thought as she spoke there was trouble in her face, as if a dream had 
warned her what work is to be done tonight. But no, no; ’t would kill her 
to think it. Well, she’s a blessed angel on earth; and after this one night 
I’ll cling to her skirts and follow her to heaven.” 

With this excellent resolve for the future, Goodman Brown felt himself 
justified iR making more haste on his present evil purpoi;sJHe had taken a 
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dreary road, darkened by all the gloomiest trees of the forest, which bare- 
ly stood aside to let the narrow path creep through, and closed immediate- 
ly behind. It was all as lonely as could be; and there is this peculiarity in 
such a solitude, that the traveller knows not who niay be conceded by the 
innumerable trunks and the thick boughs overhead; so that with lonely 
footsteps he may yet be passing through an unseen multitude. _ 

There may be a devilish Indian behind every tree,’^ said Goodman 
Brown to himself; and he glanced fearfully behind him as he added, 
'^What if the devil himself should be at my very elbow! ” 

ilis head being turned back, he passed a crook of the road, and, looking 
forward again, beheld the figure of a man, in grave and decent attire, 
seated at the foot of an old tree. He arose at Goodman Brown’s approach 
and walked onward side by side with him. 

“You are late, Goodman Brown,” said he. “The clock of the Old South 
was striking as I came through Boston, and that is full fifteen minutes 
agone.” 

“Faith kept me back a while,” replied the young man, with a tremor in 
his voice, caused by the sudden appearance of his companion, though not 
wholly unexpected. 

It was now deep dusk in the forest, and deepest in that part of it where 
these two were journeying. As nearly as could be discerned, the second 
traveller was about fifty years old, apparently in the same rank of life as 
Goodman Brown, and bearing a considerable resemblance to him, though 
perhaps more in expression than features. Still they might have been tak- 
en for father and son. And yet, though the elder person was as simply clad 
as the younger, and as simple in manner too, he had an indescribable air 
of one who knew the world, and who would not have felt abashed at the 
governor’s dinner table or in King William’s court, were it possible that 
his affairs should call him thither. But the only thing about him that could 
be fixed upon as remarkable was his staff, which bore the likeness of a 
great black snake, so curiously wrought that it might almost be seen to 
twigt and wriggle itself like a living serpent. This, of course, must have 
been an oculardeception, assisted by the uncertain light. 

^^Come, Goodttian Brown,” cried his fellow-traveller, “this is a dull pace 
for the beginning of a journey. Take my staff, if you are so soon weary.” 

“Friend,” said the other, exchanging his slow pace for a full stop, “hav- 
ing kept covenant by meeting thee here, it is my purpose now to return 
whence I came. I have scruples touching the matter thou wot’st of.” 

“Sayest thou so?” replied he of the serpent, smiling apart. “Let us walk 
on, nevertheless, reasoning as we go; and if I convince thee not thou shalt 
turn back. We are but a little way in the forest yet.” 

“Too far! too far!” exclaimed the goodman, unconsciously resuming 
his walk. “My father never went into the woods on such an errand, nor 
his father before him. We have been a race of honest men and good Chris- 
tians since the days of the martyrs; and shall I be the first of the name of 
Brown that ever took this path and kept” — 

“Such comQgjBjj, thou wouldst say,” observed the elder person, inter- 
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preting his pause. ^Well said, Goodman Brown! I have been as well ac- 
quainted with your family as with ever a one among the Puritans; and 
that’s no trifle to say. I helped your grandfather, the constable, when he 
lashed the Quaker woman so smartly through the streets of Salem ; and it 
was niiat brought your father a pitch-pine knot, kindled at my own 
hearthTtb set fire to an Indian village, in King Philip’s war. They were 
my good friends, both; and many a pleasant walk have we had along this 
path, and returned merrily after midnight. I would fain be friends with 
you for their sake.” 

it be as thou sayest,” replied Goodman Brown, marvel they ]pBv- 
er spoke of these matters; or, verily, I marvel not, seeing that the least 
rumor of the sort would have driven them from New England. We are a 
people of prayer, and good works to boot, and abide no such wickedness.” 

“Wickedness or not,” said the tra seller with the twisted staff, “ 1 have a 
very general acquaintance here in ^iew England. The deacons of many a 
church have drunk the communion vine with me; the selectmen of divers 
towns make me their chairman; and a majority of the Great and General 
Court are firm supporters of my in erest. The governor and I, too — But 
these are state secrets.” 

“Can this be so?” cried Goodman Brown, with a stare of amazement at 
his undisturbed companion. “Howb(‘it, I have nothing to do with the gov- 
ernor and council ; they have their own ways, and are no rule for a simple 
husbandman like me. But, were I to go on with thee, how should I meet 
the eye of that good old man, our minister, at Salem village? Oh, his voice 
would make me tremble both Sabbath day and lecture day.” 

Thus far the elder traveller had listened with due gravity; but now 
burst into a fit of irrepressible mirth, shaking himself so violently that his 
snake-like staff actually seemed to wriggle in sympathy. 

“Ha! ha! ha!” shouted he again and again; then composing himself, 
“Well, go on, Goodman Brown, go on; but, prithee, don’t kill me with 
laughing.” 

“Well, then, to end the matter at once,” said Goodman Brown, consid- 
erably nettled, “there is my wife, Faith. It would break her dear little 
heart; and I’d rather break my own.” 

“Nay, if that be the case,” answered the other, “e’en go thy ways, ' 
Goodman Brown. I would not for twenty old women like the one hobbling 
before us that Faith should come to any harm.” 

As he spoke he pointed his staff at a female figure on the path, in whom 
Goodman Brown recognized a very pious and exemplary dame, who had 
taught him his catechism in youth, and was still his moral and spiritual 
adviser, jointly with the minister and Deacon Gookin. 

“A marvel, truly, that Goody Cloyse should be so far in the wilderness 
at nightfall,” said he. “But with your leave, friend, I shall take a cut 
through the woods until we have left this Christian woman behind. Being 
a stranger to you, she might ask whom I was consorting with and whither 
I was going.” 
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“Be it so” said his fellow-traveller. “Betake you to the woods, and let 
me keep the path.” 

Accordingly the young man turned aside, but took care to watch his 
companion, who advanced softly along the road until he had come within 
a staff’s length of the old dame. She, meanwhile, was making the best of 
her way, with singular speed for so aged a woman, and mumbling >ome in- 
distinct words— a^j;^rj.y^r , doubtle ss— a^she went. The traveller put forth 
his staff and toudied her withered neck with what seemed the serpent’s 
tail. 

“The devil ! ” screamed the pious old lady. 

“Then Goody Cloyse knows her old friend?” observed the traveller, 
confronting her and leaning on his writhing stick. 

“Ah, forsooth, and is it your worship indeed?” cried the good dame. 
“Yea, truly is it, and in the very image of my old gossip, Goodman Brown, 
the grandfather of the silly fellow that now is. But — would your worship 
believe it? — my broomstick hath strangely disappeared, stolen, as I sus- 
pect, by that unhanged witch. Goody Cory, and that, too, when I was all 
anointed with the juice of smallage, and cinquefoil, and wolf’s bane” — 

“Mingled with fine wheat and the fat of a new-born babe,” said the 
shape of old Goodman Brown. 

“Ah, your worship knows the recipe,” cried the old lady, cackling 
aloud. “So, as I was saying, being all ready for the meeting, and no horse 
to ride on, I made up my mind to foot it; for they tell me there is a nice 
young man to be taken into communion to-night. But now your good wor- 
ship will lend me your arm, and we shall be there in a twinkling. 

“That can hardly be,” answered her friend. “I may not spare you my 
arm, Goody Cloyse ; but here is my staff, if you will.” 

So saying, he threw it down at her feet, where, perhaps, it assumed life, 
being one of the rods which its owner had formerly lent to the Egyptian 
magi. Of this fact, however, Goodman Brown could not take cognizance. 
He had cast up his eyes in astonishment, and, looking down again, beheld 
neither Goody Cloyse nor the serpentine staff, but his fellow-traveller 
alone, who waited for him as calmly as if nothing had happened. 

“That old woman taught me my catechism,” said the young man; and 
there was a world of meaning in this simple comment. 

They continued to walk onward, while the elder traveller exhorted his 
companion to make good speed and persevere in the path, discoursing so 
aptly that his arguments seemed rather to spring up„in „the-iE}S0m..pf his 
auditor than to be suggested by himself. As they went, he plucked a 
branch of maple to serve for a walking stick, and began to strip it of the 
twigs and little boughs, which were wet with evening dew. The moment 
I his fingers touched them they became strangely withered and dried up as 
[with a week’s sunshine. Thus the pair proceeded, at a good free pace, 
until suddenly, in a gloomy hollow of the road, Goodman Brown sat him- 
self down on the stump of a tree and refused to go any farther. 

“Friend,” said he, stubbornly, “my mind is made up. Not another step 
will I budgejjo^.^his errand. What if a wretched old woman do choose to 
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go to the devil when I thought she was going to heaven; is that any reason 
why I should quit my dear Faith and go after her?'’ 

“You will think better of this by and by,” said his acquaintance, com- 
posedly. “Sit here and rest yourself a while; and when you feel like mov- 
ing again, there is my staff to help you along.” 

Without more words, he threw his companion the maple stick, and was 
as speedily out of sight as if he had vanished into the deepening gloom* 
The young man sat a few moments by the roadside, applauding himself 
greatly, and thinking with how clear a conscience he should meet the 
minister in his morning walk, nor shrink from the eye of good old Deacon 
Gookin. And what calm sleep would be his that very night, which was to 
have been spent so wickedly, but sc purely and sweetly now, in the arms 
of Faith! Amidst these pleasant and praiseworthy meditations, Good- 
man Brown heard the tramp of hordes along the road, and deemed it ad- 
visable to conceal himself within the verge of the forest, conscious of the 
guilty purpose that had brought )dm thither, though now so happily 
turned from it. 

On came the hoof tramps and the voices of the riders, two grave old 
voices, conversing soberly as they orew near. These mingled sounds ap- 
peared to pass along the road, within a few yards of the young man's hid- 
ing-place; but, owing doubtless to the depth of the gloom at that particu- 
lar spot, neither the travellers nor their steeds were visible. Though their 
figures brushed the small boughs by the wayside, it could not be seen that 
they intercepted, even for a moment, the faint gleam from the strip of 
bright sky athwart which they must have passed. Goodman Brown alter- 
nately crouched and stood on tiptoe, pulling aside the branches and 
thrusting forth his head as far as he durst without discerning so much as a 
shadow. It vexed him the more, because he could have sworn, were such a 
thing possible, that he recognized the voices of the minister and Deacon 
Gookin, jogging along quietly, as they were wont to do, when bound to 
some ordination or ecclesiastical council. While yet within hearing, one of 
the riders stopped to pluck a switch. 

“Of the two, reverend sir,” said the voice like the deacon’s, “I had 
rather miss an ordination dinner than to-night’s meeting. They tell me 
that some of our community are to be here from Falmouth and beyond, 
and others from Connecticut and Rhode Island, besides several of the 
Indian powwows, who, after their fashion, know almost as much deviltiy 
as the best of us. Moreover, there is a goodly young woman to be taken 
into communion.” 

“Mighty well. Deacon Gookin] ” replied the solemn old tones of the 
minister. “Spur up, or we shall be late. Nothing can be done, you know, 
until I get on the ground.” 

The hoofs clattered again; and the voices, talking so strangely in the 
empty air, passed on through the forest, where no church had ever been 
gathered or solitary Christian prayed. Whither, then, could these holy 
men be journeying so deep into the heathen wilderness? Young Goodman 
Brown caught hold of a tree for support, being ready to^lqk down on the 
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ground, faint and overburdened with the heavy sickness of his heart. He 
looked up to the sky, doubting whether there really was a heaven above 
him. Yet there was the blue arch, and the stars brightening in it. 

^‘With heaven above and Faith below, I will yet stand firm against the 
devil!” cried Goodman Brown. 

While he still gazed upward into the deep arch of the firmair ent and 
had lifted his hands to pray, a cloud, though no wind was stirring, hur- 
ried across the zenith and hid the brightening stars. The blue sky was still 
visible, except directly overhead, where this black mass of cloud was 
sweeping swiftly northward. Aloft in the air, as if from the depths of the 
cloud, came a confused and doubtful sound of voices. Once the listener 
fancied that he could distinguish the accents of towns-people of his own, 
men and women, both pious and ungodly, many of whom he had met at 
the communion table, and had seen others rioting at the tavern. The next 
moment, so indistinct were the sounds, he doubted whether he had heard 
aught but the murmur of the old forest, whispering without a wind. Then 
came a stronger swell of those familiar tones, heard daily in the sunshine 
at Salem village, but never until now from a cloud of night There was one 
voice of a young woman, uttering lamentations, yet with an uncertain sor- 
row, and entreating for some favor, which, perhaps, it would grieve her to 
obtain ; and all the unseen multitude, both saints and sinners, seemed to 
encourage her onward. 

^Taith!” shouted Goodman Brown, in a voice of agony and despera- 
tion; and the echoes of the forest mocked him, crying, “Faith! Faith! ” as 
if bewildered wretches were seeking her all through the wilderness. 

The cry of grief, rage, and terror was yet piercing the night, when the 
unhappy husband held his breath for a response. There was a scream, 
drowned immediately in a louder murmur of voices, fading into far-off 
laughter, as the dark cloud swept away, leaving the clear and silent sky 
above Goodman Brown. But something fluttered lightly down through the 
air and caught on the branch of a tree. The young man seized it, and be- 
held a pink ribbon. 

“My Faith is gone!” cried he, after one stupefied moment. “There is 
no good on earth ; and sin is but a name. Come, devil ; for to thee is this 
world given.” 

And, maddened with despair, so that he laughed loud and long, did 
Goodman Brown grasp his staff and set forth again, at such a rate that he 
seemed to fly along the forest path rather than to walk or run. The road 
grew wilder and drearier and more faintly traced, and vanished at length, 
leaving ^m in the heart of the dark wilderness, still rushing onward with 
the instinct that guides mortal man to evil. The whole forest was peopled 
with frightful sounds — the creaking of the trees, the howling ot wild 
beasts, and the yell of Indians; while sometimes the wind tolled like a 
distant church bell, and sometimes gave a broad roar around the traveller, 
as if all Nature were laughing him to scorn. But he was himself the chief 
horror of the scene, and shrank not from its other horrors. 

“Ha! ha]Jw4-*i roared Goodman Brown when the wind laughed at him. 
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'TLet us hear which will laugh loudest. Think not to frighten me with your 
deviltry. Come witch, come wizard, come Indian powwow, come devil 
himself, and here comes Goodman Brown. You may as well fear him as he 
fear you.” 

In truth, all through the haunted forest there could be nothing more 
frightful than the figure of Goodman Brown. On he flew among the black 
pines, brandishing his staff with frenzied gestures, now giving vent to an 
inspiration of horrid blasphemy, and now shouting forth such laughter as 
set all the echoes of the forest laughing like demons around him. The fiend 
in his own shape is less hideous than when he rages in the breast of man. 
Thus sped the demoniac on his course, until, quivering among the trees, 
he saw a red light before him, as when the felled trunks and branches of 
a clearing have been set on fire, and throw up their lurid blaze against the 
sky, at the hour of midnight. He paused, in a lull of the tempest that had 
driven him onward, and heard the swell of what seemed a hymn rolling 
solemnly from a distance with the weight of many voices. He knew the 
tune; it was a familiar one in the choir of the village meeting-house. The 
verse died heavily away, and was lengthened by a chorus, not of human 
voices, but of all the sounds of the benighted wilderness pealing in awful 
harmony together. Goodman Brown cried out, and his cry was lost to his 
own ear by its unison with the cry of the desert. 

In the interval of silence he stole forward until the light glared full 
upon his eyes. At one extremity of an open space, hemmed in by the dark 
wall of the forest, arose a rock, bearing some rude, natural resemblance 
either to an alter or a pulpit, and surrounded by four blazing pines, their 
tops aflame, their stems untouched, like candles at an evening meeting. 
The mass of foliage that had overgrown the summit of the rock was all on 
blazing high into the night and fitfully illuminating the whole field. 
Each pendent twig and leafy festoon was in a blaze. As the red light arose 
and fell, a numerous congregation alternately shone forth, then disap- 
peared in shadow, and again grew, as it were, out of the darkness, peo- 
pling the heart of the solitary woods at once. 

“A grave and dark-clad company,” quoth Goodman Brown. 

In truth they were such. Among them, quivering to and fro between 
gloom and splendor, appeared faces that would be seen next day at the 
council board of the province, and others which, Sabbath after Sabbath^ 
looked devoutly heavenward, and benignantly over the crowded pews, 
from the holiest pulpits in the land. Some affirm that the lady of the gov- 
ernor was there. At least there were high dames well known to her, and 
wives of honored husbands, and widows, a great multitude, and ancient 
maidens, all of excellent repute, and fair young girls, who trembled lest 
their mothers should espy them. Either the sudden gleams of light flash- 
ing over the obscure field bedazzled Goodman Brown, or he recognized a 
score of the church members of Salem village famous for theii especial 
sanctity. Good old Deacon Gookin had arrived, and waited at the skirts 
of that venerable saint, his revered pastor. But, irreverently consorting 
with these grave, reputable, and pious people, these elders of the church. 



1040 the works of HAWTHORNE 

these diaste da m es a nd de w y, virgins, there were men of dissolute lives 
and women of spotted fame, wretches given over to all mean and filthy 
vice, and suspected even of horrid crimes. It was strange to see that the 
good shrank not from the wicked, nor were the sinners abashed by the 
samts. Scattered also among their pale-faced enemies were the Indian 
priests, or powwows, who h^ often scared their native forest with more 
hideous incantations than any known to English witchcraft. 

^But where is Faith?” thought Goodman Brown; and, as hope came 
into his heart, he trembled. 

Another verse of the hymn arose, a slow and mournful strain, such as 
the pious love, but joined to words w hich expresse ^Lal l tha t-our nature 
can ccHiceive of sin, and darkly hinted^t far more. Unfathomable to 
mere mortals is the lore of fiends. Verse after verse was sung; and still 
the chorus of the desert swelled between like the deepest tone of a mighty 
organ; and with the final peal of that dreadful anthem there came a 
sound, as if the roaring wind, the rushing streams, the howling beasts, 
and every other voice of the unconcerted wilderness were mingling and 
according with the voice of guilty man in homage -to the prince of all. 
The four blazing pines threw up a loftier flame, and obscurely discover- 
ed shapes and visages of horror on the smoke wreaths above the impious 
assembly. At the same moment the fire on the rock shot redly forth and 
formed a glowing arch above its base, where now appeared a figure. 
With reverence be it spoken, the figure bcwe no slight similitude, both in 
garb and manner, to some grave divine of the New England churches. 

“Bring forth the converts! ” cried a voice that echoed through the field 
and rolled into the forest. 

At the word, Goodman Brown stepped forth from the shadow of the 
trees and approached the congregation, with whom he felt a loath|ul 
brotherhood by the sympathy of all that was wicked in his heart, ile 
coiild TravH%€TI-nigh sworn that the shape of his own dead father beck- 
oned him to advance, looking downward from a smoke wreath, while a 
woman, with dim features of despair, threw out her hand to warn him 
back. Was it his mother? But he had no power to retreat one step, nor to 
resist, even in thought, when the minister and good old Deacon Gookin 
seized his arms and led him to the blazing rock. Thither came also the 
slender form of a veiled female, led between Goody Cloyse, that pious 
teacher of the catechism, and Martha Carrier, who had received the 
deviFs promise to be queen of hell. A rampant hag was she. And there 
stood the proselytes beneath the canopy of fire. 

“Welcome, my children,” said the dark figure, “to the communion of 
your race. Ye have found thus young your nature and your destiny. My 
children, look behind you!” 

They turned; and flashing forth, as it were, in a sheet of flame, the 
fiend worshippers were seen ; the smile of welcome gleamed darkly on 
every visage. 

“There,” resumed the sable form, “are all whom ye have reverenced 
from youth^^e> deemed them holier than yoursdves, and ^ralik from 



YOUNG GOODMAN BROWN 1041 

your own sin, contrasting it with their lives of righteousness and prayer- 
ful aspirations heavenward. Yet here are they all in my worshipping as- 
sembly. This night it shall be granted you to know their secret deeds: 
how hoary-bearded.dders of the church have whispered wanton words 
to the young maiis of their households; how many a woman, eager for 
widows’ weeds, has given her husband a drink at bedtime and let him 
sleep his last sleep in her bosom ; how beardless youths have made haste 
to inherit their fathers’ wealth; and how fair damsels — blush not, sweet 
ones — ^have dug little graves in the garden, and bidden me, the sole guest 
to an infant’s funeral. ^Jhe.J5ynipaJhy„pf your human heartejcajsm 
ye sh aH scent out all the^a ces — ^whether in church, bedchamber, street, 
field, OT forest— where crime has been committed, and shall ^xult to 
behold the whole earth one stain of guilt, one mighty blood Spot. Far 
more than this. It shall be yours to penetrate, in every bosom, the. defifl. 
mystery of sin, the tounfain of all wicked arts, and which ine^^aMStibly 
suppitesnmb re"^evil impulses than hum^n ppwet — than my power at its 
utihost^^^^Hcah^niake manifest in deed^. And now, my children, look upon 
each other.” 

They did so; and, by the blaze of the hell-kindled torches, the wretched 
man beheld his Faith, and the wife her husband, trembling before that 
unhallowed altar. 

‘^Lo, there ye stand, my children,’' said the figure, in a deep and sol- 
emn tone, almost sad with its despairing awfulness, as if his once angelic 
nature could yet mourn for our miserable race. “Depending upon one an- 
other’s hearts, ye had still hoped that virtue were not all a dream. Now 
are ye undeceived. !^yil is the nature of mankind. Evil must be your only 
hap piness . Welcome agmn, my children, to the communion of your race.” 

^^w^ome,” repeated the fiend worshippers, in one cry of despair 
and triumph. 

And there they stood, the only pair, as it seemed, who were yet hesi- 
tating on the verge of wickedness in this dark world. A basin was hol- 
lowed, naturally, in the rock. Did it contain water, reddened by the lurid 
light? or was it blood? or, perchance, a liquid flame? Herein did the 
shape of evil dip his hand and prepare to lay the mark of baptism upon 
their foreheads, that they might be partakers of the mystery of sin, more 
conscious of the secret guilt of others, both in deed and thought, than 
they could now be of their own. The husband cast one look at his pale 
wife, and Faith at him. What polluted wretches would the next glance 
show them to each other, shuddering alike at what they disclosed and 
wharthey saw! 

“Faith! Faith!” cried the husband, “look up to heaven, and resist the 
wicked one.” 

. Whether Faith obeyed he knew not. Hardly had he spoken w^hen he 
found himself amid calm night and solitude, listening to a roar of the 
wind which died heavily away through the forest. He staggered against 
the rock, and felt it chill and damp; while a hanging twig, that had been 
all on fire, besprinkled his cheek with the coldest dew. ^ 
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The next morning young Goodman Brown came slowly into the street 
of Salem village, storing around him like a bewildered man. The good 
old minister was taking a walk along the graveyard to get an appetite 
for breakfast and meditate his sermon, and bestowed a blessing, as he 
passed, on Goodman Brown. He shrank from the venerable saint as if to 
avoid an anathema. Old Deacon Gookin was at domestic worship, and 
the holy words of his prayer were heard through the open window. 
‘What God doth the wizard pray to?” quoth Goodman Brown. Goody 
Cloyse, that excellent old Christian, sto(^ in the early sunshine at her 
own lattice, catechizing a little girl who had brought her a pint of morn- 
ing’s milk. Goodman Brown snatched away the child as from the grasp 
of the fiend himself. Turning the corner by the meeting-house, he spied 
the head of Faith, with the pink ribbons, gazing anxiously forth, and 
bursting into such joy at sight of him that she skipped along the street 
and almost kissed her husband before the whole village. But Goodman 
Brown looked sternly and sadly into her face, and passed on without a 
greeting. 

Had Goodman Brown fallen asleep in the forest and only dreamed a 
wild dream of a witch-meeting? 

Be it so if you will; but, alas! it was a dream of evil omen for young 
Goodman Brown. A stern, a sad, a darkly meditative, a distrustful, if 
not a desperate man did he become from the night of that fearful dream. 
On the Sabbath day, when the congregation were singing a holy psalm, 
he could not listen because an anthem of sin rushed loudly upon his ear 
and drowned all the blessed strain. When the minister spoke from the 
pulpit with power and fervid eloquence, and, with his hand on the 
open Bible, of the sacred truths of our religion, and of saint-like lives 
and triumphant deaths, and of future bliss or misery unutterable, then 
did Goodman Brown turn pale, dreading lest the roof should thunder 
down upon the gray blasphemer and his hearers. Often, waking sudden- 
ly at midnight, he shrank from the bosom of Faith; and at morning oi 
eventide, when the family knelt down at prayer, he scowled and mut 
tered to himself, and gazed sternly at his wife, and turned away. Ana 
when he had lived long, and was borne to his grave a hoary corpse, fol- 
lowed by Faith, an aged woman, and children and grandchildren, 
goodly procession, besides neighbors not a few, they carved no hopefu 
verse upon his tombstone, for his dying hour was gloom, 
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RAPPACCINI’S DAUGHTER 
[From the Writings of Aubepine.] 

We do not remember to have seen any translated specimens of the pro- 
ductions of M. de TAubepine — a fact the less to be wondered at, as his 
very name is unknown to many of his own countr3rmen as well as to the 
student of foreign literature. As a writer, he seems to occupy an unfor- 
tunate position between the Trans( endentalists (who, under one name 
or another, have their share in all the current literature of the world) 
and the great body of pen-and-ink men who address the intellect and 
sympathies of the multitude. If not too refined, at all events too remote, 
too shadowy, and unsubstantial in )us modes of development to suit the 
taste of the latter class, and yet to-) popular to satisfy the spiritual or 
metaphysical requisitions of the toriner, he must necessarily find himself 
without an audience, except here and there an individual or possibly an 
isolated clique. His writings, to do tnem justice, are not altogether desti- 
tute of fancy and originality; they might have won him greater reputa- 
tion but for an inveterate love oi allegory, which is apt to invest his 
plots and characters with the aspect of scenery ana people in the clouds, 
and to steal away the human warmth out of his conceptions. His fictions 
are sometimes historical, sometimes of the present day, and sometimes, 
ZG Tar as can be discovered, have little or no reference either to time or 
space. In any case, he generally contents himself with a very slight em- 
broidery of outward manners, — the faintest possible counterfeit of real 
life, — and endeavors to create an interest by some less obvious pecu- 
liarity of the subject. Occasionally a breath of Nature, a raindrop of 
' pathos and tenderness, or a gleam of humor, will find its way into the 
^tnidst of his fantastic imagery, and make us feel as if, after all, we were 
Vet within the limits of our native earth. We will only add to this very 
cursory notice that M. de TAubepine^s productions, if the reader chance 
to take them in precisely the proper point of view, may amuse a leisure 
hour as well as those of a brighter man; if otherwise, they can hardly 
fail to look excessively like nonsense. 

Our author is voluminous ; he continues to write and publish with as 
much praiseworthy and indefatigable prolixity as if his efforts were 
crowned with the brilliant success that so justly attends those of Eugene 
Sue. His first appearance was by a collection of stories in a long series 
of volumes entitled ^‘Contes deux fois racontees.” The titles of some of 
his more recent works (we quote from memory) are as follows: ^‘Le 
Voyage Celeste a Chemin de Fer,’’ 3 tom., 1838; 'Xe nouveau Pere 
Adam et la nouvelle Mere Eve,^^ 2 tom,, 1839; '^Roderic; ou le Serpent 
a Pestomac,^^ 2 tom,, 1840; “Le Culte du Feu,” a folio volume of pon- 
derous research into the religion and ritual of the old<JPer^ian Ghebers, 
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published in 1841; Soiree du Chateau en Espagne,” i tom., 8vo, 
1842; and ‘X’Artiste du Beau; ou le Papillon Mecanique,” 5 tom., 4to, 
1843. Our somewhat wearisome perusal of this startling catalogue of 
volumes has left behind it a certain personal affection and sympathy, 
l^^ough by no means admiration, for M. de TAubepine; and we would 
^ lain do the little in our power towards introducing him favorabl> to the 
jteierican public. The ensuing tale is a translation of his ^‘Beatrice; ou 
ia Belle Empoisonneuse,’^ recently published in ^Xa Revue Anti-Aris- 
tocratique.^* This journal, edited by the Comte de Bearhaven, has for 
some years past led the defence of liberal principles and popular rights 
with a faithfulness and ability worthy of all praise. 


A young man, named Giovanni Guasconti, came, very long ago, from 
the more southern region of Italy ^ to pursue his studies at the Univer- 
sity oi Padua. Giovanni, who had but a scanty supply of gold ducats in 
his pocket, took lodgings in a high and gloomy chamber of an old edi- 
fice which looked not unworthy to have been the palace of a Paduan 
noble, and which, in fact, exhibited over its entrance the armorial biftr- 
ings of a family long since extinct. The young stranger, who was not un- 
studied in the great poem of his country, recollected that one of the 
ancestors of this family, and perhaps an occupant of this very mansion, 
had been pictured by Dante as a partaker of the immortal agonies of 
his Inferno. These reminiscences and associations, together with the 
tendency to heartbreak natural to a young man for the first time out of 
his native sphere, caused Giovanni to sigh heavily as he looked around 
the desolate and ill-furnished apartment. 

“Holy Virgin, signor!’^ cried old Dame Lisabetta, who, won by the 
youth’s remarkable beauty of person, was kindly endeavoring to give the 
chamber a habitable air, “what a sigh was that to come out of a young 
man’s heart! Do you find this old mansion gloomy? For the love of 
Heaven, then, put your head out of the window, and you will see as 
bright sunshine as you have left in Naples.” 

Guasconti mechanically did as the old woman advised, but could 
not quite agree with her that the Paduan sunshine was as cheerful as 
that of southern Italy. Such as it was, however, it fell upon a garden 
beneath the window and expended its fostering influences on a variety 
of plants, which seemed to have been cultivated with exceeding care. 

“Docs this garden belong to the house?” asked Giovanni. 

“Heaven forbid, signor, unless it were fruitful of better pot herbs than 
any that grow there now,” answered old Lisabetta. “No; that garden 
is cultivated by the own hands of Signor Giacomo Rappaccini, the fa- 
mous doctor, who, I warrant him, has been heard of as far as Naples. 
It is said that he distils these planflst.|nto medicines that are as potent as 
a charm. Oftentimes you may sde the signor doctor at work, and per- 
chance the signora, his daughter^'tod, gathering the strange flowers that 
grow in the garden.” 


The old wcunaa had now|ikme what she 
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chamber; and, commending the young man to the protection of the 
saints, took her departure. 

Giovanni still found no better occupation than to look down into the 
garden beneath his window. From its appearance, he judged it to be 
one of those botanic gardens which were of earlier date in Padua th^ 
elsewhere in Italy or in the world. Or, not improbably, it mig^ onc» 
have been the pleasure-place of an opulent family; for there was the 
ruin of a marble fountain in the cent^ sculptured with rare art, but so 
wof^Jly shatterp^ that it was impossible to trace the original design 
from the chaosm remaining fragments. The water, however, ccmtinued 
to gush and sparkle into the sunbeams as cheerfully as ever. A little 
gurgling sound ascended to the young man’s window, and made him 
feel as if the fountain were an immortal spirit that sung its song un- 
ceasingly and without heeding the vicissitudes around it, while one 
century imbodied it in marble aiid another scattered the perishable 
garniture on the soil. All about the pool into which the water subsided 
grew various plants, that seemed to require a plentiful supply of mois- 
ture for the nourishment of gigantic leaves, and in some instances, flow- 
ers gwgeously magnificent. There was ione shrub in particular, set in a 
marble vase in the midst of the pool, that bore a profusion of purple 
blossoms, ^a^_of which had the lustre and richness of a gem; and the 
whole together made a show so resplendent that it seemed enough to 
illuminate the garden, even had there been no sunshine. Every portion 
of the soil was peopled with plants and herbs, which, if less beautiful^ 
still bore tokens of assiduous care, as if all had their individual virtues, 
known to the scientific mind that fostered them. Some were placed 
in urns, rich with old carving, and others in common garden pots; some 
crept serpent-like along the ground or climbed on high, using whatever 
means of ascent was offered them. One plant had wreathed itself round 
a statue of Vertumnus, which was thus quite veiled and shrouded in a 
drapery of hanging foliage, so happily arranged that it might have 
served a sculptor for a study. 

While Giovanni stood at the window he heard a rustling behind a 
screen of leaves, and became aware that a person was at work in the 
garden. His figure soon emerged into view, and showed itself to be that 
of no common laborer, [but a tall, emaciated, sallow, and sickly-looking 
man, dressed in a scholar’s garb of black^ He was beyond the middle 
term of life, with gray hair, a thin, grajr beard, and a face singularly 
marked with intellect and cultivation, but which could never^ even in 
his more youthful days, have expressed (much warmth of hear^ 

Nothing could exceed the intentness with which this scientific garden- 
er examined every shrub which grew in his path: it seemed as if he was 
looking into their inmost nature, making observations in regard to their 
creative essence, and discovering wt^y one leaf grew in this shape and 
another in that, and wherefore such^ttid such flowers differed among 
themselves in hue and perfunoe. Nevertheless, in spite of this deep in- 
telligence on his part, (here was no aoproach to intiiaagv J^etween him- 
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self and these vegetable existences. On the contrary, he avoided their 
actual touch or the direct inhaling of their odors with a caution that im- 
pressed Giovanni most disagreeably; ^ the man’s demeanor was that 
of one walking among malignant influences, such as savage beasts, or 
deadly snakes, or evil spirits, which, should he allow them one moment 
of license, would wreak upon him some terrible fatality^t was strange- 
ly frightful to the young man’s imagination to see thrHur of insecurity 
in a person cultivating a garden, that most simple and innocent of hu- 
man toils, and which, had been alike the jo^" and labor of the unfallen 
parents of the race. (Was this garden, then, the Eden of the present 
world? And this man/^TlTh such a perception of harm in what his own 
hands caused to grow, — was he the Adam^ 

The distrustful gardener, while plucking away the dead leaves or 
pruning the too luxuriant growth of the shrubs, defended his hands 
with a pair of thick gloves. Nor were these his only armor. When, in his 
walk through the garden, he came to the magnificent plant that hung 
its purple gems beside the marble fountain, he placed a kind of mask 
over his mouth and nostrils, as if all this beauty did but conceal a dead- 
lier malice; but, finding his task still too dangerous, he drew back, re- 
moved the mask, and called loudly, but in the infirm voice of a person 
affected with inward disease, — 

^^Beatrice ! Beatrice ! ” 

“Here am I, my father. What would you?” cried a rich and youthful 
voice from the window of the opposite house — a voice as rich as a trop- 
ical sunset, and which made Giovanni, though he knew not why, think 
^ deep hues of purple or crimson and of perfumes heavily delectable."^ 
^^re you in the garden?” 

“Yes, Beatrice,” answered the gardener, “and*I need your help.” 

Soon ther^ emerged from under a sculptured portal the figure of a 
young girl, (grayed with as much richness of taste as the most splendid 
of the flowers, beautiful as the day, and with a bloom so deep and vivid 
that one shade more would have been too much. She looked redundant 
with life, health, and energy; all of which attributes were bound down 
and compressed, as it were, and girdled tensely, in their luxuriance, by 
her virgin zone. Yet Giovanni’s fancy must have grown morbid while he 
looked down into the garden ; for the impression which the fair stranger 
made upon him was as if here were another flower, the human sister of 
those vegetable ones, as beautiful as they, more beautiful than the richest 
of them, but still to be touched only with a glove, nor to be approached 
without a mask. As Beatrice came down the garden path, it was observ- 
able that she handled and inhaled the odor of several of the plants which 
her father had most sedulously avoided. 

“Here, Beatrice,” said the latter, “see how many needful offices require 
to be done to our chief treasure. Yet, shattered as I am, my life might 
pay the penalty of approaching it so closely as circumstances demand. 
Henceforth, I fear, this plant must be consigned to your sole charge.” 

“And gladlvjwSl I undertake it,” cried again the rich tones of the young 
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lady, as she bent towards the magnificent plant and opened her arms as 
if to embrace it. “Yes, my sister, my splendour, it shall be Beatrice's 
task to nurse and serve thee; and thou shalt reward her with thy kisses 
and perfumed breath, which to her is as the breath of life.’’ 

Then, with all the tenderness in her manner that was so strikingly ex- 
pressed in her words, she busied herself with such attentions as the plant 
seemed to require; and Giovanni, at his lofty window, rubbed his eyes 
and almost doubted whether it were a girl tending her favorite flower, 
or one sister performing the duties of affection to another. The scene soon 
terminated. Whether Dr. Rappaccini had finished his labors in the gar- 
den, or that his watchful eye had caught the stranger’s face, he now took 
his daughter’s arm and retired. Night was already closing in; oppressive 
exhalations seemed to proceed from the plants and steal upward past the 
^open window; and Giovanni, closing the lattice, went to his couch and 
{^reamed of a rich flower and beau iful girfj Flower and maiden were dif- 
ferent, and yet the same, andCfranght with some strange peril in either 
shape^) 

But there is an influence in the light of morning that tends to rectify 
whatever errors of fancy, or even of judgment, we may have incurred 
during the sun’s decline, or among the shadows of the night, or in the 
less wholesome glow of moonshine. Giovanni’s first movement, on start- 
ing from sleep, was to throw open the window and gaze down into the 
garden which his dreams had made so fertile of mysteries. He was sur- 
prised and a little ashamed to find how real and matter-of-fact an affair 
it proved to be, in the first rays of the sun which gilded the dew-drops 
that hung upon leaf and blossom, and, while giving a brighter beauty 
to each rare flower, brought everything within the limits of ordinary ex- 
perience. The young man rejoiced that, in the heart of the barren city, he 
had the privilege of overlooking this spot of lovely and luxuriant vegeta- 
tion. It would serve, he said to himself, as a symbolic language to keep 
him in communion with Nature. Neither the sickly and thoughtworn Dr. 
Giacomo Rappaccini, it is true, nor his brilliant daughter, were now 
visible ; so that Giovanni could not determine how much of the singular- 
ity which he attributed to both was due to their own qualities and how 
much to his wonder-working fancy; but he was inclined to take a most 
rational view of the whole matter. 

In the course of the day he paid his respects to Signor Pietro Baglioni, 
professor of medicine in the university, a physician of eminent r^ute to 
whom Giovanni had brought a letter of introduction. The professor was 
an elderly personage, apparently of genial nature, and habits that might 
almost be called jovial. He kept the young man to dinner, and made 
himself very agreeable by the freedom and liveliness of his conversation, 
especially when warmed by a flask or two of Tuscan wine. Giovanni, con- 
ceiving that men of science, inhabitants of the same city, must needs be 
on familiar terms with one another, took an opportunity to mention the 
name of Dr. Rappaccini. But the professor did not respond with so much 
cordiality as he had anticipated. • 
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*111 would it become a teacher of the divine art of medicine/’ said Pro- 
fessor Pietro Baglioni, in answer to a question of Giovanni, **to withhold 
due and well-considered praise of a physician so eminently skilled as 
Rappaccini; but, on the other hand, I should answer it but scantily to 
my conscience were I to permit a worthy youth like yourself, Signor Gio- 
vanni, the son of an ancient friend, to imbibe erroneous ideas respecting 
a man who might hereafter chance to hold your life and death in his 
hands. The truth is, our worshipful Dr. Rappaccini has as much science 
as any member of the faculty — ^with perhaps one single exception — ^in 
Padua, or all Italy; but there are certain grave objections to his profes- 
sional character.” 

**And what are they?” asked the young man. 

**Has my friend Giovanni any disease of body or heart, that he is so 
inquisitive about physicians?” said the professor, with a smile. “But as 
for Rappaccini, it is said of him — and I, who know the man well, can an- 
swer for its truth— ^at he cares infinitely more for science than for 
mankincyHis patients are interesting to him only as subjects for some 
new experimenti He would sacrifice human life, his own among the rest, 
or whatever ebc was dearest to him, for the sake of adding so much as a 
grain of mustard seed to the great heap of his accumulated knowledge.” 

**Methinks he is an awful man indeed,” remarked Guasconti, mentally 
recalling the cold and purely intellectual aspect of Rappaccini. “And yet, 
worshipful professor, is it not a noble spirit? Are there many men cap- 
able of so spiritual a love of science?” 

“God forbid,” answered the professor, somewhat testily; *^at least, 
unless they take sounder views of the healing art than those adopted by 
Rappaccini. It is his theory that all medicinal virtues are comprised 
within those substances which we term vegetable poisons. These he culti- 
vates with his own hands, and is said even to have produced new varie- 
ties of poison, more horribly deleterious than Nature, without the assist- 
ance of this learned person, would ever have plagued the world withal. 
That the signor doctor does less mischief than might be expected with 
such dangerous substances is undeniable. Now and then, it must be 
owned, he has effected, or seemed to effect, a marvellous cure ; but, to tell 
you my private mind. Signor Giovanni, he should receive little credit 
for such instances of success, — they being probably the work of chance, 
— ^but should be held strictly accountable for his failures, which may 
justly be considered his own work.” 

The youth might have taken Baglioni’s opinions with many grains of 
allowance had he known that there was a professional warfare of long 
continuance between him and Dr. Rappaccini, in which the latter was 
generally thought to have gained the advantage. If the reader be inclined 
to judge for himself, we refer him to certain black-letter tracts on both 
sides, preserved in the medical department of the University of Padua. 

*T know not, most learned professor,” returned Giovanni, after musing 
on what had been said of Rappaccini’s exclusive zeal for science, — ^‘T 
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know not how dearly this physician may love his art; but surely there is 
one object more dear to him. He has a daughter.” 

^^Ahal” cried the professor, with a laugh. ‘^So now our friend Gio- 
vanni^s secret is out. You have heard of this daughter, whom all the 
young men in Padua are wild about, though not half a dozen have ever 
had the good hap to see her face. I know little of the Signora Beatrice 
save that Rappaccini is said to have instructed her deeply in his science, 
and that, young and beautiful as fame reports her, she is already qualified 
to fill a professor’s chair. Perchance her father destines her for mine! 
Other absurd rumors there be, not worth talking about or listening to. 
So now, Signor Giovanni, drink off your glass of lachryma.” 

Guasconti returned to his lodgings somewhat heated with the wine he 
had quaffed, and which caused his brain to swim with strange fantasies 
in reference to Dr. Rappaccini an* I the beautiful Beatrice. On his way, 
happening to pass by a florist’s, he bought a fresh bouquet of flowers. 

Ascending to his chamber, he seated himself near the window, but 
within the shadow thrown by the depth of the wall, so that he could look 
down into the garden with little risk of being discovered. All beneath his 
eye was a solitude. The strange plants were basking in the sunshine, and 
now and then nodding gently to one another, as if in acknowledgment of 
sympathy and kindred. In the midst, by the shattered fountain, grew the 
^magnificent shrub, with its purple gems clustering all over it;Uhey 
glo^d in the'air, ’and gleamed back again out of the depths of the pool, 
which thus seemed to overflow with colored radiance from the rich re- 
flection that was steeped in it. At first, as we have said, the garden was 
a solitude. Soon, however, — as Giovanni had half hoped, half feared, 
would be the case, — a figure appeared beneath the antique sculptured 
portal, and came down between the rows of plants, inhaling their vari- 
ous perfumes as if she were one of those beings of old classic fable that 
lived upon sweet odors. On again beholding Beatrice, the young man 
was' even startled to perceive how much her beauty exceeded his recol- 
lection of it; so brilliant, so vivid, was its character, that she glowed 
amid the sunlight, and, as Giovanni whispered to himself, positively 
illuminated the more shadowy intervals of the garden path. Her face b^ 
ing now more revealed than on the former occasion, he was struck by its 
expression of simplicity and sweetness, — qualities that had not entered 
into his idea of her character, and which made him ask anew what man- 
ner of mortal she might be. Nor did he fail again to observe, or imagine, 
an analogy between the beautiful girl and the gorgeous shrub that hung 
its gemlike flowers over the foimtmn, — a, resemblance which Beatrice 
seemed to have indulged a fantastic humor in heightening, both by the 
arrangement of her dress and the selection of its hues. 

Approaching the shrub, she threw open her arms, as with a passionate 
ardor, and drew its branches into an intimate embrace — so intimate that 
her features were hidden in its leafy bosom and her glistening ringlets all 
internungled with the flowers. 
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‘^Give me thy breath, my sister,’’ exclaimed Beatrice; ‘‘for I am faint 
with common air. And give me this flower of thine, which I separate with 
gentlest fingers from the stem and place it close beside my heart.” 

With these words the beautiful daughter of Rappaccini plucked one 
of the richest blossoms of the shrub, and was about to fasten it in her 
bosom. But now, unless Giovanni’s draughts of wine had bewildered his 
senses, a singular incident occurred. A small orange-colored reptile, of 
the lizard or chameleon species, chanced to be creeping along the path, 
just at the feet of Beatrice. It appeared to Giovanni, — but, at the dis- 
tance from which he gazed, he could scarcely have seen anything so 
minute, — it appeared to him, however, that a drop or two of moisture 
from the broken stem of the flower descended upon the lizard’s head. 
For an instant the reptile contorted itself violently, and then lay motion- 
less in the sunshine. Beatrice observed this remarkable phenomenon^ 
and crossed herself, sadly, but without surprise; nor did she therefore 
hesitate to arrange the fatal flower in her bosom. There it blushed, and 
almost glimmered with the dazzling effect of a precious stone, adding to 
her dress and aspect the one appropriate charm which nothing else in 
the world could have supplied. But Giovanni, out of the shadow of his 
window, bent forward and shrank back, and murmured and trembled. 

“Am I awake? Have I my senses?” said he to himself. “What is this 
being? Beautiful shall I call her, or inexpressibly terrible?” 

Beatrice now strayed carelessly through the garden, approaching 
closer beneath Giovanni’s window, so that he was compelled to thrust 
his head quite out of its concealment in order to gratify the intense and 
painful curiosity which she excited. At this moment there came a beau- 
tiful insect over the garden wall ; it had, perhaps, wandered through the 
city, and found no flowers or verdure among those antique haunts of 
men until the heavy perfumes of Dr. Rappaccini ’s shrubs had lured it 
from afar. Without alighting on the flowers, this winged brightness 
seemed to be attracted by Beatrice, and lingered in the air and fluttered 
about her head. Now, here it could not be but that Giovanni Guasconti’s 
eyes deceived him. Be that as it might, he fancied that, while Bejitrice 
was gazing at the insect with childish delight, it grew faint and fell at 
her feet; its bright wings shivered; it was dead — from no cause that he 
could discern, unless it were the atmosphere of her breath. Again Bea- 
trice crossed herself and sighed heavily as she bent over the dead insect. 

An impulsive movement of Giovanni drew her eyes to the window. 
There she beheld the beautiful head of the young man — rather a Gre- 
cian than an Italian head, with fair, regular features, and a glistening 
of gold among his ringlets — gazing down upon her like a being that hov- 
ered in mid air. Scarcely knowing what he did, Giovanni threw down the 
bouquet which he had hitherto held in his hand. 

“Signora,” said he, “there are pure and healthful flowers. Wear them 
for the sake of Giovanni Guasconti.” 

“Thanks, signor,” replied Beatrice, with her rich voice, that came 
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forth as it were like a gush of music, and with a mirthful expression half 
childish and half woman-like. “I accept your gift, and would fain re- 
compense it with this precious purple flower; but if I toss it into the air 
it will not reach you. So Signor Guasconti must even content himself 
with my thanks.” 

She lifted the bouquet from the ground, and then, as if inwardly 
ashamed at having stepped aside from her maidenly reserve to respond 
to a stranger’s greeting, passed swiftly homeward through the garden. 
But few as the moments were, it seemed to Giovanni, when she was on 
the point of vanishing beneath the sculptured portal, that his beautiful 
bouquet was already beginning to wither in her grasp. It was an idle 
thought; there could be no possib lity of distinguishing a faded flower 
from a fresh one at so great a distance. 

For many days after this incident the young man avoided the window 
that looked into Dr. Rappaccini’s garden, as if something ugly and 
monstrous would have blasted his ^ eyesight had he been betrayed into a 
glance. He felt conscious of having put himself, to a certain extent, 
within the influence of an unintelligible power by the communication 
which he had opened with Beatrice The wisest course would have been, 
if his heart were in any real danger to quit his lodgings and Padua itsell 
at once; the next wiser, to have accustomed himself, as far as possible, 
to the familiar and daylight view of Beatrice — thus bringing her rigidly 
and systematically within the limits of ordinary experience. Least of all, 
while avoiding her sight, ought Giovanni to have remained so near this 
extraordinary being that the proximity and possibility even of inter- 
course should give a kind of substance and reality to the wild vagaries 
which his imagiimtion ran riot continually in producing. Guasconti had 
mot a deep hear^^^or, at all events, its depths were not sounded now 
but he had a quick fancy, and an ardent southern temperament, which 
rose every instant to a higher fever pitch. Whether or no Beatrice pos- 
sessed those terrible attributes, that fatal breath, the affinity with those 
so beautiful and deadly flowers which were indicated by what Giovanni 
had witnessed, she had at least instilled a fierce and subtle poison into 
his system. It was not love, although her rich beauty was a madness to 
him ; nor horror, even while he fancied her spirit to be imbued with the 
same baneful essence that seemed to pervade her physical frame: but a 
wild offspring of both love and horror that had each parent in it, and 
burned like one and shivered like the other. Giovanni knew not what to 
dread ; still less did he know what to hope ; yet hope and dread kept a 
continual warfare in his breast, alternately vanquishing one another and 
starting up afresh to renew the contest. Blessed are all simple emotions, 
be they dark or bright! It is the lurid intermixture of the two that pro- 
duces the illuminating blaze of the infernal regions. 

Sometimes he endeavored to assuage the fever of his spirit by a rapid 
walk through the streets of Padua or beyond its gates: his footsteps kept 
time with the throbbings of his brain, so that the walk was apt to accel- 
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^te itself to a race. One day he found himself arrested; his arm was 
seized by a portly personage, who had turned back on recognizing the 
young man and expended much breath in overtaking him. 

^‘Signor Giovanni I Stay, my young friend!” cried he. ‘^Have you for- 
gotten me? That might well be the case if I were as much altered as 
yourself.” 

It was Baglioni, whom Giovanni had avoided ever since their first 
meeting, from a doubt that the professor s sagacity would look too deeply 
into his secrets. Endeavoring to recover himself, he stared forth wildly 
from his inner world into the outer one and spoke like a man in a dream. 

‘‘Yes; I am Giovanni Guasconti. You are Professor Pietro Baglioni. 
Now let me pass!” 

“Not yet, not yet, Signor Giovanni Guasconti,” said the professor, 
smiling, but at the same time scrutinizing the youth with an earnest 
glance. “What! did I grow up side by side with your father? and shall 
his son pass me like a stranger in these old streets of Padua? Stand still, 
Signor Giovanni; for we must have a word or two before we part.” 

“Speedily, then, most worshipful professor, speedily,” said Giovanni, 
with feverish impatience. “Does not your worship see that I am in 
haste?” 

Now, while he was speaking there came a man in black along the 
street, stooping and moving feebly like a person in inferior health. His 
face was all overspread with a most sickly and sallow hue, but yet so per- 
vaded with an expression of piercing and active intellect that an observer 
might easily have overlooked the merely physical attributes and have 
seen only this wonderful energy. As he passed, this person exchanged a 
cold and distant salutation with Baglioni, but fixed his eyes upon Gio- 
vanni with an intentness that seemed to bring out whatever was within 
him worthy of notice. Nevertheless, there was a peculiar quietness in the 
look, as if taking merely a speculative, not a human interest, in the 
young man. 

“It is Dr. Rappaccini!” whispered the professor when the stranger 
had passed. “Has he ever seen your face before?” 

“Not that I know,” answered Giovanni, starting at the name. 

“He has seen you! he must have seen you!” said Baglioni, hastily. 
“For some purpose or other, this man of science is making a study of 
you. I know that look of his! It is the same that coldly illuminates his 
face as he bends over a bird, a mouse, or a butterfly, which, in pursuance 
of some experiment, he has killed by the perfume of a flower; a look as 
deep as Nature itself, but without Nature^s warmth of love. Signor Gio- 
vanni, I will stake my life upon it, you are the subject of one of Rappac- 
cinPs experiments!” 

“Will you make a fool of me?” cried Giovanni, passionately. 
signor professor, were an untoward experiment.” 

“Patience! patience!” replied the imperturbable professor. “I tell 
thee, my poor Giovanni, that Rappaccini has a scientific interest in thee. 
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Thou hast fallen into fearful hands I And the Signora Beatrice, — what 
part does she act in this mystery?” 

But Guasconti, finding Baglioni’s pertinacity intolerable, here broke 
away, and was gone before the professor could again seize his arm. He 
looked after the young man intently and shook his head. 

^‘This must not be,” said Baglioni to himself. “The youth is the son 
of my old friend, and shall not come to any harm from which the arcana 
of medical science can preserve him. Besides, it is too insufferable an im- 
pertinence in Rappaccini, thus to snatch the lad out of my own hands, as 
I may say, and make use of him for his infernal experiments. This daugh- 
ter of hisl It shall be looked to. Perchance, most learned Rappaccini, I 
may foil you where you little dream of it!” 

Meanwhile Giovanni had pursued a circuitous route, and at length 
found himself at the door of his lodgings. As he crossed the threshold he 
was met by old Lisabetta, who sniirked and smiled, and was evidently 
desirous to attract his attention; vainly, however, as the ebullition of 
his feelings had momentarily subsided into a cold and dull vacuity. He 
turned his eyes full upon the withe-^ed face that was puckering itself into 
a smile, but seemed to behold it not. The old dame, therefore, laid her 
grasp upon his cloak. 

“Signor! signor!” whispered she, still with a smile over the whole 
breadth of her visage, so that it looked not unlike a grotesque carving in 
wood, darkened by centuries. “Listen, signor! There is a private entrance 
into the garden!” 

“What do you say?” exclaimed Giovanni, turning quickly about, as 
if an inanimate thing should start into feverish life. “A private entrance 
into Dr, Rappaccini ’s garden?” 

“Hush! hush! not so loud!” whispered Lisabetta, putting her hand 
over his mouth. “Yes; into the worshipful doctor’s garden, where you 
may see all his fine shrubbery. Many a young man in Padua would give 
gold to be admitted among those flowers.” 

Giovanni put a piece of gold into her hand. 

“Show me the way,” said he. 

^^^urmise, probably excited by his conversation with Baglioni, crossed 
his mind, that this interposition of old Lisabetta might perchance be con- 
nected with the intrigue, whatever were its nature, in which the professor 
seemed to suppose that Dr. Rappaccini was involving him^ But such a 
suspicion, though it disturbed Giovanni, was inadequate fo restrain him. 
The instant that he was aware of the possibility of approaching Beatrice, 
it seemed an absolute necessity of his existence to do so. It mattered not 
whether she were angel or demon; he was irrevocably within her sphere, 
and must obey the law that whirled him onward, in ever-lessening cir- 
cles, towards a result which he did not attempt to foreshadow; and yet, 
strange to say, there came across him a sudden doubt whether this in- 
tense interest on his part were not delusory; whether it were really of so 
deep and positive a nature as to justify him in now thrusting h^jmself 



1054 


THE WORKS OF HAWTHORNE 


into an incalculable position; whether it were not merely the fantasy of 
a young man’s brain, only slightly or not at all connected with his heart. 

He paused, hesitated, turned half about, but again went on. His with- 
ered guide led him along several obscure passages, and finally undid a 
door, through which, as it was opened, there came the sight and sound 
of rustling leaves, with the broken sunshine glimmering among them. 
Giovanni stepped forth, and, forcing himself through the entanglement 
of a shrub that wreathed its tendrils over the hidden entrance, stood be- 
neath his own window in the open area of Dr. Rappaccini’s garden. 

How often is it the case that, when impossibilities have come to pass 
and dreams have condensed their misty substance into tangible realities, 
we find ourselves calm, and even coldly self-possessed, amid circum- 
stances which it would have been a delirium of joy or agony to antici- 
pate! Fate delights to thwart us thus. Passion will choose his own time 
to rush upon the scene, and lingers sluggishly behind when an appropri- 
ate adjustment of events would seem to summon his appearance. So was 
it now with Giovanni. Day after day his pulses had throbbed with fever- 
ish blood at the improbable idea of an interview with Beatrice, and of 
standing with her, face to face, in this very garden, basking in the Ori- 
ental sunshine of her beauty, and snatching from her full gaze the mys- 
tery which he deemed the riddle of his own existence. But now there was 
a singular and untimely equanimity within his breast. He threw a glance 
around the garden to discover if Beatrice or her father were present, and, 
perceiving that he was alone, began a critical observation of the plants. 

The aspect of one and all of them dissatisfied him ; their gorgeousness 
seemed fierce, passionate, and even unnatural. There was hardly an in- 
dividual shrub which a wanderer, straying by himself through a forest, 
would not have been startled to find growing wild, as if an unearthly face 
had glared at him out of the thicket. Several also would have shocked a 
delicate instinct by an appearance of artificialness indicating that there 
had been such commixture, and, as it were, adultery, of various vege- 
table species, that the production was no longer of God’s making, but 
the monstrous offspring of man’s depraved fancy, glowing with only an 
evil mockery of beauty. They were probably the result of experiment, 
which in one or two cases had succeeded in mingling plants individually 
lovely into a compound possessing the questionable and ominous char- 
acter that distinguished the whole growth of the garden. In fine, Gio- 
vanni recognized but two or three plants in the collection, and those of a 
kind that he well knew to be poisonous. While busy with these contem- 
plations he heard the rustling of a silken garment, and, turning, beheld 
Beatrice emerging from beneath the sculptured portal. 

Giovanni had not considered with himself what should be his deport- 
ment; whether he should apologize for his intrusion into the garden, or 
assume that he was there with the privity at least, if not by the desire, 
of Dr. Rappaccini or his daughter; but Beatrice’s manner placed him 
at his ease, though leaving him still in doubt by what agency he had 
gained admittance. She came lightly along the path and met him near 
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the broken fountain. There was surprise in her face, but brightened by a 
simple and kind expression of pleasure. 

You are a connoisseur in flowers, signor,^’ said Beatrice, with a smile, 
alluding to the bouquet which he had flung her from the window. ‘Tt is 
no marvel, therefore, if the sight of my father’s rare collection has 
tempted you to take a nearer view. If he were here, he could tell you 
many strange and interesting facts as to the nature and habits of these 
shrubs; for he has spent a lifetime in such studies, and this garden is his 
world.” 

“And yourself, lady,” observed Giovanni, “if fame says true, — ^you 
likewise are deeply skilled in the virtues indicated by these rich blos^ 
soms and these spicy perfumes. Would you deign to be my instructress, 
I should prove an apter scholar than if taught by Signor Rappaccini 
himself.” 

“Are there such idle rumors?” asked Beatrice, with the music of a 
pleasant laugh. “Do people say that I am skilled in my father’s science 
of plants? What a jest is there! though I have grown up among 
these flowers, I know no more of them than their hues and perfume; and 
sometimes methinks I would fain rid myself of even that small knowl- 
edge. There are many flowers here, and those not the least brilliant, that 
shock and offend me when they meet my eye. But pray, signor, do not 
believe these stories about my science. Believe nothing of me save what 
you see with your own eyes.” 

“And must I believe all that I have seen with my own eyes?” asked 
Giovanni, pointedly, while the recollection of former scenes made him 
shrink. “No, signora; you demand too little of me. Bid me believe noth- 
ing save what comes from your own lips.” 

It would appear that Beatrice understood him. There came a deep 
flush to her cheek; but she looked full into Giovanni’s eyes, and re- 
sponded to his gaze of uneasy suspicion with a queenlike haughtiness. 

“I do so bid you, signor,” she replied. “Forget whatever you may have 
fancied in regard to me. If true to the outward senses, still it may be false 
in its essence; but the words of Beatrice Rappaccini’s lips are true from 
the depths of the heart outward. Those you may believe.” 

/a fervor glowed in her whole aspecf\and beamed upon Giovanni’s con- 
sciousness like the light of truth itsem but while she spoke there was a 
fragrance in the atmosphere arouna her, rich and delightful, though 
evanescent, yet which the young man, from an indefinable reluctance, 
scarcely dared to draw into his lungs. It might be the odor of the flow- 
ers. Could it be Beatrice’s breath which thus embalmed her words with a 
strange richness, as if by steeping them in her heart? A faintness passed 
like a shadow over Giovanni and flitted away; he seemed to gaze through 
the beautiful girl’s eyes into her transparent soul, and felt no more doubt 
or fear. 

The tinge of passion that had colored Beatrice’s manner vanished; 
she became gay, and appeared to derive a pure delight from her com- 
munion with the youth not unlike what the maiden^of a lonely island 
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might have felt conversing with a voyager from the civilized world. Evi- 
dently her experience of life had been confined within the limits of that 
garden. She talked now about matters as simple as the daylight or sum- 
mer clouds, and now asked questions in reference to the city, or Gio- 
vanni’s distant home, his friends, his mother, and his sisters — questions 
indicating such seclusion, and such lack of familiarity with modes and 
forms, that Giovanni responded as if to an infant. Her spirit gushed out 
before him like a fresh rill that was just catching its first glimpse of the 
sunlight and wondering at the reflections of earth and sky which were 
flung into its bosom. There came thoughts, too, from a deep source, and 
fantasies of a gemlike brilliancy, as if diamonds and rubies sparkled up- 
ward among the bubbles of the fountain. Ever and anon there gleamed 
across the young man’s mind a sense of wonder that he should be walk- 
ing side by side with the being who had so wrought upon his imagina- 
tion, whom he had idealized in such hues of terror, in whom he had posi- 
tively witnessed such manifestations of dreadful attributes, — that he 
should be conversing with Beatrice like a brother, and should find her so 
human and so maidenlike. But such reflections were only momentary; 
the effect of her character was too real not to make itself familiar at once. 

In this free intercourse they had strayed through the garden, and now, 
after many turns among its avenues, were come to the shattered foun- 
tain, beside which grew the magnificent shrub, with its treasury of glow- 
ing blossoms. A fragrance was diffused from it which Giovanni recog- 
nized as identical with that which he had attributed to Beatrice’s breath, 
but incomparably more powerful. As her eyes fell upon it, Giovanni be- 
held her press her hand to her bosom as if her heart were throbbing sud- 
denly and painfully. 

) ^Tor the first time in my life,” murmured she, addressing the shrub, 
fT had forgotten thee.”/ 

“I remember, signora,” said Giovanni, “that you once promised to re- 
ward me with one of these living gems for the bouquet which I had the 
happy boldness to fling to your feet. Permit me now to pluck it as a me- 
morial of this interview.” 

He made a step towards the shrub with extended hand; but Beatrice 
darted forward, uttering a shriek that went through his heart like a dag- 
ger. She caught his hand and drew it back with the whole force of her 
slender figure. Giovanni felt her touch thrilling through his fibres. 

“Touch it not! ” exclaimed she, in a voice of agony. “Not for thy life^ 
It is fatal 

Then, hiding her face, she fled from him and vanished beneath the 
sculptured portal. As Giovanni followed her with his eyes, he beheld the 
emaciated figure and pale intelligence of Dr. Rappaccini, who had been 
watching the scene, he knew not how long, within the shadow of the en- 
trance. 

No sooner was Guasconti alone in his chamber than the image of Bea- 
trice came b^ to his passionate musings, invested with all the witchery 
that had been^gatkering around it ever since his first glimpse of her, and 
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now likewise imbued with a tender warmth of girlish womanhood. She 
was human ; her nature was endowed with all gentle and feminine quali- 
ties; she was worthiest to be worshipped; she was capable, surely, on hei 
part, of the height and heroism of love. Those tokens which he had hith- 
erto considered as proofs of a frightful peculiarity in her physical and 
moral system were now either forgotten, or, by the subtle sophistry of 
passion transmitted into a golden crown of enchantment, rendering Bea- 
trice the more admirable by so much as she was the more unique. What- 
ever had looked ugly was now beautiful; or, if incapable of such a 
change, it stole away and hid itself among those shapeless half ideas 
which throng the dim region beyond the daylight of our perfect con- 
sciousness. Thus did he spend the night, nor fell asleep until the dawn 
had begun to awake the slumbering flowers in Dr. Rappaccini’s garden, 
whither Giovanni’s dreams doubtless led him. Up rose the sun in his due 
season, and, flinging his beams upo)i the young man’s eyelids, awoke him 
to a sense of pain. When thoroughly aroused, he became sensible of a 
burning and tingling agony in his hand — in his right hand — the very 
hand which Beatrice had grasped in her own when he was on the point 
of plucking one of the gemlike flowers. On the back of that hand there 
was now a purple print like that of four small fingers, and the likeness of 
a slender thumb upon his wrist. 

Oh, how stubbornly does love, — or even that cunning semblance ol 
love which flourishes in the imagination, but strikes no depth of root into 
the heart, — how stubbornly does it hold its faith until the moment cornea 
when it is doomed to vanish into thin mist! Giovanni wrapped a hand- 
kerchief about his hand and wondered wiiat evil thing had stung him, and 
soon forgot his pain in a reverie of Beatrice. 

After the first interview, a second was in the inevitable course of what 
we call fate. A third; a fourth; and a meeting with Beatrice in the gar- 
den was no longer an incident in Giovanni’s daily life, but the whole 
space in which he might be said to live ; for the anticipation and memory 
of that ecstatic hour made up the remainder. Nor was it otherwise with 
the daughter of Rappaccini. She watched for the youth’s appearance, and 
flew to his side with confidence as unreserved as if they had been play- 
mates from early infancy — as if they were such playmates still. If, by 
juiy unwonted chance, he failed to come at the appointed moment, she 
stood beneath the window and sent up the rich sweetness of her tones to 
float around him in his chamber and echo and reverberate throughout 
his heart: “Giovanni! Giovanni! Why tarriest thou? Come down!” And 
down he hastened into that Eden of poisonous flowers. 

But, with all this intimate familiarity, there was still a reserve in Bea- 
trice’s demeanor, so rigidly and invariably sustained that the idea of in- 
fringing it scarcely occurred to his imagination. By all appreciable signs, 
they loved; they had looked love with eyes that conveyed the holy secret 
from the depths of one soul into the depths of the other, as if it were too 
sacred to be whispered by the way; they had even spoken love in those 
gushes of passion when their spirits darted forth in articulated breath 
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like tongues of long-hidden flame ; and yet there had been no seal of lips, 
no clasp of hands, nor any slightest caress such as love claims and hal- 
lows. He had never touched one of the gleaming ringlets of her hair; her 
garment — so marked was the physical barrier between them — had never 
been waved against him by a breeze. On the few occasions when Gio- 
vanni had seemed tempted to overstep the limit, Beatrice grew so sad, so 
stern, and withal wore such a look of desolate separation, shuddering at 
itself, that not a spoken word was requisite to repel him. At such times 
he was startled at the horrible suspicions that rose, monster-like, out of 
the caverns of his heart and stared him in the face; his love grew thin and 
faint as the morning mist, his doubts alone had substance. But, when 
Beatrice's face brightened again after the momentary shadow, she was 
transformed at once from the mysterious, questionable being whom he 
had watched with so much awe and horror; she was now the beautiful 
and unsophisticated girl whom he felt that his spirit knew with a cer- 
tainty beyond all other knowledge. 

A considerable time had now passed since Giovanni’s last meeting with 
Baglioni. One morning, however, he was disagreeably surprised by a visit 
from the professor, whom he had scarcely thought of for whole weeks, 
and would willingly have forgotten still longer. Given up as he had long 
been to a pervading excitement, he could tolerate no companions except 
upon condition of their perfect s)mipathy with his present state of feel- 
ing. Such S5mipathy was not to be expected from Professor Baglioni. 

The visitor chatted carelessly for a few moments about the gossip of 
the city and the university, and then took up another topic. 

‘T have been reading an old classic author lately,” said he, ‘^and met 
with a story that strangely interested me. Possibly you may remember 
it. It is of an Indian prince, who sent a beautiful woman as a present to 
Alexander the Great. She was as lovely as the dawn and gorgeous as the 
sunset ; but what especially distinguished her was a certain rich perfume 
in her breath — richer than a garden of Persian roses. Alexander, as was 
natural to a youthful conqueror, fell in love at first sight with this mag- 
nificent stranger; but a certain sage physician, happening to be present, 
discovered a terrible secret in regard to her.” 

“And what was that?” asked Giovanni, turning his eyes downward to 
avoid those of the professor. 

“That this lovely woman,” continued Baglioni, with emphasis, “had 
been nourished with poisons from her birth upward, until her whole na- 
ture was so imbued with them that she herself had become the deadliest 
poison in existence. Poison was her element of life. With that rich per- 
fume of her breath she blasted the very air. Her love would have been 
poison — ^her embrace death. Is not this a marvellous tale?” 

“A childish fable,” answered Giovanni, nervously starting from his 
chair. “I marvel how your worship finds time to read such nonsense 
among your graver studies.” 

“By the by,” said the professor, looking uneasily about him, “what 
singular fragrance is this in your apartment? Is it the perfume of your 
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gloves? It is faint, but delicious; and yet, after all, by no means agree- 
able. Were I to breathe it long, methinks it would make me ill. It is like 
the breath of a flower; but I see no flowers in the chamber.’^ 

^^Nor are there any,” replied Giovanni, who had turned pale as the 
professor spoke; “nor, I think, is there any fragrance except in your 
worship's imagination. Odors, being a sort of element combined of the 
sensual and the spiritual, are apt to deceive us in this manner. The recol- 
lection of a perfume, the bare idea of it, may easily be mistaken for a 
present reality.” 

“Ay; but my sober imagination does not often play such tricks,” said 
Baglioni; “and, were I to fancy any kind of odor, it would be that of 
some vile apothecary drug, wherewith my fingers are likely enough to be 
imbued. Our worshipful friend Rappaccini, as I have heard, tinctures his 
medicaments with odors richer than those of Araby. Doubtless, likewise, 
the fair and learned Signora Beatri- e would minister to her patients with 
draughts as sweet as a maiden’s breath; but woe to him that sips them!” 

Giovanni’s face evinced many contending emotions. The tone in which 
the professor alluded to the pure and lovely daughter of Rappaccini was 
a torture to his soul; and yet the intimation of a view of her character, 
opposite to his own, gave instantaneous distinctness to a thousand dim 
suspicions, which now grinned at him like so many demons. But he strove 
hard to quell them and to respond to Baglioni with a true lover’s perfect 
faith. 

“Signor professor,” said he, “you were my father’s friend; perchance, 
too, it is your purpose to act a friendly part towards his son. I would fain 
feel nothing towards you save respect and deference; but I pray you to 
observe, signor, that there is one subject on which we must not speak. 
You know not the Signora Beatrice. You cannot, therefore, estimate the 
wrong — the blasphemy, I may even say — that is offered to her character 
by a light or injurious word.” 

“Giovanni! my poor Giovanni!” answered the professor, with a Ccilm 
expression of pity, “I know this wretched girl far better than yourself. 
You shall hear the truth in respect to the poisoner Rappaccini and his 
poisonous daughter; yes, poisonous as she is beautilul. Listen; for, even 
should you do violence to my gray hairs, it shall not silence me. That old 
fable of the Indian woman has become a truth by the deep and deadly 
science of Rappaccini and in the person of the lovely Beatrice.” 

Giovanni groaned and hid his face. 

“Her father,” continued Baglioni, “was not restrained by natural af- 
fection from offering up his child in this horrible manner as the victim of 
his insane zeal for science; for, let us do him justice, he is as true a man 
of science as ever distilled his own heart in an alembic. What, then, will 
be your fate? Beyond a doubt you are selected as the material of some 
new experiment. Perhaps the result is to be death; perhaps a fate more 
awful still. Rappaccini, with what he calls the interest of science before 
his eyes, will hesitate at nothing.” 

“It is a dream,” muttered Giovanni to himself; “suijely it is a dream.” 
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“But,” resumed fh6 professor, “be of good cheer, sort of my friend. It 
is not yet too late for the rescue. Possibly we may even succeed iti bring- 
ing back this miserable child within the limits of ordinary nature^ from 
which her father’s madness has estranged her. Behold this little silver 
vase! It was wrought by the hands of the renowned Benvenuto Cellini, 
and is well worthy to be a love gift to the fairest dame in Italy. Bat its 
contents are invaluable. One little sip of this antidote would have ren- 
dered the most virulent poisons of the Borgias innocuous. Doubt not that 
it will be as efficacious against those of Rappaccini. Bestow the vase, and 
the precious liquid within it, on your Beatrice, and hopefully await the 
result.” 

Baglioni laid a small, exquisitely wrought silver vial on the table and 
withdrew, leaving what he had said to produce its effect upon the young 
man’s mind. 

“We win thwart Rappaccini yet,” thought he, chuckling to himself, as 
he descended the stairs; “but, let us confess the truth of him, he is a won- 
derful man — a wonderful man indeed; a vile empiric, however, in his 
practice, and therefore not to be tolerated by those who respect the good 
old rules of the medical profession.” 

Throughout Giovanni’s whole acquaintance with Beatrice, he had oc- 
casionally, as we have said, been haunted by dark surmises as to her 
character; yet so thoroughly had she made herself felt by him as a simple, 
natural, most affectionate, and guileless creature, that the image now 
held up by Professor Baglioni looked as strange and incredible as if it 
were not in accordance with his own original conception. True, there were 
ugly recollections connected with his first glimpses of the beautiful girl; 
he could not quite forget the bouquet that withered in her gra^, and the 
insect that perished amid the sunny air, by no ostensible agency save the 
fragrance of her breath. These incidents, however, dissolving in the pure 
light of her character, had no longer the efficacy of facts, but were ac- 
knowledged cis mistaken fantasies, by whatever testimony of the senses 
they might appear to be substantiated. There is something truer and 
more red than what we can see with the eyes and touch with the finger. 
On such better evidence had Giovanni founded his confidence in Bea- 
trice, though rather by the necessary force of her high attributes than by 
any deep and generous faith on his part. But now his spirit was incapable 
of sustaining itself at the height to which the early enthusiasm of passion 
had exalted it; he fell down, grovelling among earthly doubts, and de- 
filed therewith the pure whiteness of Beatrice’s image. Not that he gave 
her up; he did but distrust. He resolved to institute some decisive test 
that should satisfy him, once for all, whether there were those dreadful 
peculiarities in her physical nature which could not be supposed to exist 
without some corresponding monstrosity of soul. His eyes, gazing down 
afar, might have deceived him as to the lizard, the insect, and the flow- 
ers; but if he could witness, at the distance of a few paces, the sudden 
blight of one fresh and healthful flower in Beatrice’s hand, there would 
be room for no further question. With this idea he hastened to the flor- 
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ist’s and purchased a bouquet that was still gemmed with the morning 
dew-drops. 

It was now the customary hour of his daily interview with Beatrice. 
Before descending into the garden, Giovanni failed not to look at his 
figure in the mirror, — a vanity to be expected in a beautiful young man, 
yet, as displaying itself at that troubled and feverish moment, the token 
of a certain shallowness of feeling and insincerity of character. He did 
gaze, however, and said to himself that his features had never before pos- 
sessed so rich a grace, nor his eyes such vivacity, nor his cheeks so warm 
a hue of superabundant life. 

“At least,” thought he, “her poison has not yet insinuated itself into 
my system. I am no flower to perish in her grasp.” 

With that thought he turned his eyes on the bouquet, which he had 
never once laid aside from his hand. A thrill of indefinable horror shot 
through his frame on perceiving that those dewy flowers were already 
beginning to droop; they wore the ispect of things that had been fresh 
and lovely yesterday. Giovanni grev' white as marble, and stood motion- 
less before the mirror, staring at his « >wn reflection there as at the likeness 
of something frightful. He remembered Baglioni’s remark about the fra- 
grance that seemed to pervade the chamber. It must have been the poison 
in his breath! Then he shuddered — shuddered at himself. Recovering 
from his stupor, he began to watch with curious eye a spider that was 
busily at work hanging its web from the antique cornice of the apart- 
ment, crossing and recrossing the artful system of interwoven lines — as 
vigorous and active a spider as ever dangled from an old ceiling. Gio- 
vanni bent towards the insect, and emitted a deep, long breath. The spi- 
der suddenly ceased its toil; the web vibrated witli a tremor originating 
in the body of the small artisan. Again Giovanni sent forth a breath, 
deeper, longer, and imbued with a venomous feeling out of his heart: he 
knew not whether he were wicked, or only desperate. The spider made a 
convulsive gripe with his limbs and hung dead across the window. 

“Accursed! accursed!” muttered Giovanni, addressing himself. “Hast 
thou grown so poisonous that this deadly insect perishes by thy breath?” 

At that moment a rich, sweet voice came floating up from the garden. 

“Giovanni! Giovanni! It is past the hour! Why tarriest thou? Come 
down ! ” 

“Yes,” muttered Giovanni again. “She is the only being whom my 
breath may not slay! Would that it might!” p 

He rushed down, and in an instant was standing beforeljthe bright and 
loving eyes of Beatriq^A moment ago his wrath and despair had been so 
fierce that he could have desired nothing so much as to wither her by a 
glance; but with her actual presence there came influences which had too 
real an existence to be at once shaken off: recollections of the delicate 
and benign power of her feminine nature, which had so often enveloped 
him in a religious calm; recollections of many a holy and passionate out- 
gush of her heart, when the pure fountain had been unsealed from its 
d^ths and made visible in its transparency to his m^tal eye; recoUec- 
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lions which, had Giova^i known how to estimate them, wouW have as- 
sured him that all thisfugfy mystery was but an earthly illusion J and that, 
whatever mist of evil rn^St seem to have gathered over her, the real Bea- 
trice wa^a heavenly angei.[IncapaJWe_as he was of such high faith, still 
her presence had not utieirlyTosFlTsTnagic. Giovanni ^s rage was quelled 
into an aspect of sullen insensibility. Beatrice, with a quick spiritual 
sense, immediately felt that there was a gulf of blackness between them 
which neither he nor she could pass. They walked on together, sad and 
silent, and came thus to the marble fountain and to its pool of water on 
the ground, in the midst of which grew the shrub that bore gem-like 
blossoms. Giovanni was affrighted at the eager enjoyment — the appetite, 
as it were — with which he found himself inhaling the fragrance of the 
flowers. 

“Beatrice,’^ asked he, abruptly, ^Vhence came this shrub?” 

“My father created it,” answered she, with simplicity. 

“Created it! created it!” repeated Giovanni. “What mean you, Bea- 
trice?” 

“He is a man fearfully acquainted with the secrets of Nature,” replied 
Beatrice; “and, at the hour when I first drew breath, this plant sprang 
from the soil, the offspring of his science, of his intellect, while I was but 
his earthly child. Approach it not!” continued she, observing with terror 
that Giovanni was drawing nearer to the shrub. “It has qualities that you 
little dream of. But I, dearest Giovanni, — I grew up and blossomed with 
the plant and was nourished with its breath. It was my sister, and I loved 
it with a human affection; for, alas! — ^hast thou not suspected it? — there 
was an awful doom.” 

Here Giovanni frowned so darkly upon her that Beatrice paused and 
trembled. But her faith in his tenderness reassured her, and made her 
blush that she had doubted for an instant. 

“There was an awful doom,” she continued, “the effect of my father^s 
fatal love of science, which estranged me from all society of my kind. 
Until Heaven sent thee, dearest Giovanni, oh, how lonely was thy poor 
Beatrice!” 

“Was it a hard doom?” asked Giovanni, fixing his eyes upon her. 

“Only of late have I known how hard it was,” answered she, tenderly. 
“Oh, yes; but my heart was torpid, and therefore quiet.” 

Giovanni’s rage broke forth from his sullen gloom like a lightning flash 
out of a dark cloud. 

“Accursed one! ” cried he, with venomous scorn and anger. “And, find- 
ing thy solitude wearisome, thou hast severed me likewise from all the 
warmth of life and enticed me into thy region of unspeakable horror!” 

“Giovanni!” exclaimed Beatrice, turning her large bright eyes upon 
his face. The force of his words had not found its way into her mind; she 
was merely thunderstruck. 

^^Yes, poisonous thing!” repeated Giovanni, beside himself with pas- 
sion. “'^^ou hast done it! Thou hast blasted me! Thou hast filled my 
veins with poison itThou hast made me as hateful, as ugly, as loathsome 
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and deadly a creature as thyself — a world’s wonder of hideous monstros- 
ity! Now, if our breath be happily as fatal to ourselves as to all others, 
let us join our lips in one kiss of unutterable hatred, and so die! ” 

‘^What has befallen me?’’ murmured Beatrice, with a low moan out of 
her heart. “Holy Virgin, pity me, a poor heart-broken child!” 

“Thou, — dost thou pray?” cried Giovanni, still with the same fiendish 
scorn. “Thy very prayers, as they come from thy lips, taint the atmo- 
sphere with death. Yes, yes; let us pray! Let us to church and dip our 
fingers in the holy water at the portal! They that come after us will per- 
ish as by a pestilence! Let us sign crosses in the air! It will be scattering 
curses abroad in the likeness of hoiy symbols!” 

“Giovanni,” said Beatrice, calmly, for her grief was beyond passion, 
“why dost thou join thyself with m<; thus in those terrible words? I, it is 
true, am the horrible thing thou namest me. But thou, — what hast thou 
to do, save with one other shudder it my hideous misery to go forth out 
of the garden and mingle with thy r ice, and forget there ever crawled on 
earth such a monster as poor Beatr<ce?” 

“Dost thou pretend ignorance?” asked Giovanni, scowling upon her. 

^Behold! this power have I gained from the pure daughter of Rappac- 
.:ini.” 

There was a swarm of summer insects flitting through the air in search 
of the food promised by the flower odors of the fatal garden. They cir- 
cled round Giovanni’s head, and were evidently attracted towards him 
by the same influence which had drawn them for an instant within the 
sphere of several of the shrubs. He sent forth a breath among them, and 
smiled bitterly at Beatrice as at least a score of the insects fell dead upon 
the ground. 

“I see it! I see it!” shrieked Beatrice. “It is my father’s fatal science! 
No, no, Giovanni; it was not I! Never! never! I dreamed only to love 
thee and be with thee a little time, and so to let thee pass away, leaving 
but thine image in mine heart; for, Giovanni, believe it, though my body 
be nourished with poison, my spirit is God’s creature, and craves love as 
its daily food. But my father, — ^he has united us in this fearful sympathy. 
Yes; spurn me, tread upon me, lull me! Oh, what is death after such 
words as thine? But it was not L(Not for a world of bliss would I have 
done it^ ^ 

Gio\^ni’s passion had exhausted itself in its outburst from his lips. 
There now came across him a sense, mournful, and not without tender- 
ness, of the intimate and peculiar relationship between Beatrice and him- 
self. They stood, as it were, in an utter solitude, which would be made 
none the less solitary by the densest throng of human life. Ought not, 
then, the desert of humanity around them to press this insulated pair 
closer together? If they should be cruel to one another, who was there to 
be kind to them? Besides, thought Giovanni, might there not still be a 
hope of his returning within the limits of ordinary nature, and leading 
Beatrice, the redeemed Beatrice, by the hand? O, weak, and selfish, and 
unworthy spirit, that could dream of an earthly union«and earthly happi- 
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ness as possible, after such deep love had been so bitterly wronged as was 
Beatrice’s love by Giovanni’s blighting words I No, no; there could be no 
such hope. She must pass heavily, with that broken heart, zicross the bor- 
ders of Time — she must bathe her hurts in some fount of paradise, and 
forget her grief in the light of immortality, and fAere be well. 

But Giovanni did not know it. 

“Dear Beatrice,” said he, approaching her, while she shrank away as 
always at his approach, but now with a different impulse, “dearest Bea- 
trice our fate is not yet so desperate. Behold 1 there is a medicine, potent, 
as a wise physician has assured me, and almost divine in its efficacy. It is 
composed of ingredients the most opposite to those by which thy awful 
father has brought this calamity upon thee and me. It is distilled of 
blessed herbs. Shall we not quaff it together, and thus be purified from 
evil?” 

“Give it mel” said Beatrice, extending her hand to receive the little 
silver vial which Giovanni took from his bosom. She added, with a pecul- 
iar emphasis, (t will drink ; but do thou await the result.’’ J? • 

She put Ba^bni’s antidote to her lips; and, at the same moment, the 
figure of Rappaccini emerged from the portal and came slowly towards 
the marble fountain. As he drew near, the pale man of science seemed to 
gaze with a triumphant expression at the beautiful youth and maiden, as 
might an artist who should spend his life in achieving a picture or a group 
of statuary and finally be satisfied with his success. He paused ; his bent 
form grew erect with conscious power; he spread out his hands over them 
in the attitude of a father imploring a blessing upon his children; but 
those were the same hands that had thrown poison into the stream of 
their lives. Giovanni trembled. Beatrice shuddered nervously, and 
pressed her hand upon her heart. 

“My daughter,” said Rappaccini, “thou art no longer lonely in the 
world. Pluck one of those precious gems from thy sister shrub and bid thy 
tridegroom wear it in his bosom. It will not harm him now. My science 
and the s)mipathy between thee and him have so wrought within his sys- 
tem that he now stands apart from common men, as thou dost, daughter 
of my pride and triumph, from ordinary women. Pass on, then, through 
the world, most dear to one another and dreadful to all besides! ” 

“My father,” said Beatrice, feebly, — and still as she spoke she kept 
her hand upon her heart, — therefore didst thou inflict this miserable 
doom upon thy child?” 

“Miserable!” exclaimed Rappaccini. “What mean you, foolish girl? 
Dost thou deem it misery to be endowed with marvellous gifts against 
which no power nor strength could avail an enemy — misery, to be able to 
quell the mightiest with a breath — ^misery, to be as terrible as thou art 
beautiful? Wouldst thou, then, have preferred the condition of a weak 
woman, exposed to all evil and capable of none?” 

([T would fain have been loved, not feared^ murmured Beatrice, sink- 
in^own upon the ground. “But now it matters not. I am going, father, 
where the evil whieh thou hast striven to mingle with my being will pass 
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away like a dream — ^like the fragrance of these poisonous flowers, which 
will no longer taint my breath among the flowers of Eden. Farewell, Gio- 
vanni! Thy words of hatred are like lead within my heart; but they, too, 
will fall away as I ascend. Oh, was there not, from the first, more poison 
in thy nature than in mine?” 

To Beatrice, — so radically had her earthly part been wrought upon by 
Rappaccini’s skill, — as poison had been life, so the powerful antidote was 
death; and thus the poor victim of^nan^s ingenuity and of thwarted na- 
t ure^ aruLof the fatality that attendsall such efforts of perverted wisdom, 
peris hedj there, at the feet of her father and Giovanni. Just at that mo- 
mo#*i professor Pietro Baglioni looked forth from the window, and called 
loudly, in a tone of triumph mixed with horror, to the thunderstricken 
man of science, — 

“Rappaccini! Rappaccini! and is this the upshot of your experiment!” 


MRS. BULLFROG 

It makes me melancholy to see how like fools some very sensible people 
act in the matter of choosing wives. They perplex their judgments by a 
most undue attention to little niceties of personal appearance, habits, 
disposition, and other trifles which concern nobody but the lady herself. 
An unhappy gentleman, resolving to wed nothing short of perfection, 
keeps his heart and hand till both get so old and withered that no toler- 
able woman will accept them. Now this is the very height of absurdity. 
A kind Providence has so skilfully adapted sex to sex and the mass of in- 
dividuals to each other, that, with certain obvious exceptions, any male 
and female may be moderately happy in the married state. The true rule 
is to ascertain that the match is fundamentally a good one, and then to 
take it for granted that all minor objections, should there be such, will 
vanish, if you let them alone. Only put yourself beyond hazard as to the 
real basis of matrimonial bliss, and it is scarcely to be imagined what 
miracles, in the way of recognizing smaller incongruities, connubial love 
will effect. 

For my own part I freely confess that, in my bachelorship, I was pre- 
cisely such an over-curious simpleton as I now advise the reader not to 
be. My early habits had gifted me with a feminine sensibility and too 
exquisite refinement. I was the accomplished graduate of a dry goods 
store, where, by dint of ministering to the whims of fine ladies, and suit- 
ing silken hose to delicate limbs, and handling satins, ribbons, chintzes, 
calicoes, tapes, gauze, and cambric needles, I grew up a very ladylike 
sort of a gentleman. It is not assuming too much to affirm that the ladies 
themselves were hardly so ladylike as Thomas Bullfrog. So painfully 
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acute was my sense of female imperfection, and such varied excellence 
did I require in the woman whom I could love, that there was an awful 
risk of my getting no wife at all, or of being driven to perpetrate matri- 
mony with my own image in the looking-glass. Besides the fundamental 
orinciple already hinted at, I demanded the fresh bloom of youth, pearly 
teeth, glossy ringlets, and the whole list of lovely items, with the utmost 
delicacy of habits and sentiments, a silken texture of mind, and, above 
all, a virgin heart. In a word, if a young angel just from paradise, yet 
dressed in earthly fashion, had come and offered me her hand, it is by no 
means certain that I should have taken it. There was every chance of my 
becoming a most miserable old bachelor, when, by the best luck in the 
world, I made a journey into another state, and was smitten by, and 
smote again, and wooed, won, and married, the present Mrs. Bullfrog, 
all in the space of a fortnight. Owing to these extempore measures, I not 
only gave my bride credit for certain perfections which have not as yet 
come to light, but also overlooked a few trifling defects, which, however, 
glimmered on my perception long before the close of the honeymoon. 
Yet, as there was no mistake about the fundamental principle aforesaid, 
I soon learned, as will be seen, to estimate Mrs. Bullfrog’s deficiencies 
and superfluities at exactly their proper value. 

The same morning that Mrs. Bullfrog and I came together as a unit, 
we took two seats in the stage-coach and began our journey towards my 
place of business. There being no other passengers, we were as much alone 
and as free to give vent to our raptures as if I had hired a hack for the 
matrimonial jaunt. My bride looked charmingly in a green silk calash 
and riding habit of pelisse cloth ; and whenever her red lips parted with a 
smile, each tooth appeared like an inestimable pearl. Such was my pas- 
sionate warmth that — ^we had rattled out of the village, gentle reader, 
and were lonely as Adam and Eve in paradise — I plead guilty to no less 
freedom than a kiss. The gentle eye of Mrs. Bullfrog scarcely rebuked 
me for the profanation. Emboldened by her indulgence, I threw back the 
calash from her polished brow, and suffered my fingers, white and deli- 
cate as her own, to stray among those dark and glossy curls which real- 
ized my daydreams of rich hair 

“My love,” said Mrs. Bullfrog tenderly, “you will disarrange my 
curls.” 

“Oh, no, my sweet Laura! ” replied I, still playing with the glossy ring- 
let. “Even your fair hand could not manage a curl more delicately than 
mine. I propose myself the pleasure of doing up your hair in papers every 
evening at the same time with my own.” 

“Mr. Bullfrog,” repeated she, “you must not disarrange my curls.” 

This was spoken in a more decided tone than I had happened to hear, 
until then, from my gentlest of all gentle brides. At the same time she 
put up her hand and took mine prisoner; but merely drew it away from 
the forbidden ringlet, and then immediately released it. Now, I am a 
fidgety little man, and always love to have something in my fingers; so 
that, being debarj^ed from my wife’s curls, I looked about me for any 
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other plaything. On the front seat of the coach there was one of those 
small baskets in which travelling ladies who are too delicate to appear 
at a public table generally carry a supply of gingerbread, biscuits and 
cheese, cold ham, and other light refreshments, merely to sustain nature 
to the journey’s end. Such airy diet will sometimes keep them in pretty 
good flesh for a week together. Laying hold of this same little basket, I 
thrust my hand under the newspaper with which it was carefully cov- 
ered. 

^What’s this, my dear?” cried I; for the black neck of a bottle had 
popped out of the basket. 

''A bottle of Kalydor, Mr. Bullfrog,” said my wife, coolly taking the 
basket from my hands and replacing it on the front seat. 

There was no possibility of doubting my wife’s word; but I never knew 
genuine Kalydor, such as I use for m/ own complexion, to smell so much 
like cherry brandy. I was about to express my fears that the lotion would 
injure her skin, when an accident occ jrred which threatened more than a 
skin-deep injury. Our Jehu had can lessly driven over a heap of gravel 
and fairly capsized the coach, with he wheels in the air and our heels 
where our heads should have been. What became of my wits I cannot 
imagine; they have always had a perverse trick of deserting me just 
when they were most needed; but so it chanced, that in the confusion of 
our overthrow I quite forgot that there was a Mrs. Bullfrog in the world. 
Like many men’s wives, the good lady served her husband as a stepping- 
stone. I had scrambled out of the coach and was instinctively settling my 
cravat, when somebody brushed roughly by me, and I heard a smart 
thwack upon the coachman’s ear. 

“Take that, you villain!” cried a strange, hoarse voice. “You have 
ruined me, you blackguard! I shall never be the woman I have been!” 

And then came a second thwack, aimed at the driver’s other ear; but 
which missed it, and hit him on the nose, causing a terrible effusion of 
blood., Now, who or what fearful apparition was inflicting this punish- 
ment on the poor fellow remained an impenetrable mystery to me. The 
blows were given by a person of grisly aspect, with a head almost bald, 
and sunken cheeks, apparently of the feminine gender, though hardly to 
be classed in the gentler sex. There being no teeth to modulate the voice, 
it had a mumbled fierceness, not passionate, but stern, which absolutely 
made me quiver like calf’s-foot jelly. Who could the phantom be? The 
most awful circumstance of the affair is yet to be told: for this ogre, ot 
whatever it was, had a riding habit like Mrs. Bullfrog’s, and also a green 
silk calash dangling down her back by the strings. In my terror and tur- 
moil of mind I could imagine nothing less than that the Old Nick, at the 
moment of our overturn, had annihilated my wife and jumped into her 
petticoats. This idea seemed the most probable, since I could nowhere 
perceive Mrs. Bullfrog alive, nor, though I looked very sharply about the 
coach, could I detect any traces of that beloved woman’s dead body. 
There would have been a comfort in giving her Christian burial. 

“Come, sir, bestir yourself! Help this rascal to set vff> the coach,” said 
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the hobgoblin to me; then, with a terrific screech at three countrymen at 
^ distance, ^‘Here, you fellows, ain’t you ashamed to stand off when a 
j>oor woman is in distress?” 

The countrjrmen, instead of fleeing for their lives, came running at 
full speed, and laid hold of the topsy-turvy coach. I, also, though a small- 
sized man, went to work like a son of Anak. The coachman, too, with the 
blood still streaming from his nose, tugged and toiled most manfully, 
dreading, doubtless, that the next blow might break his head. And yet, 
bemauled as the poor fellow had been, he seemed to glance at me with an 
eye of pity, as if my case were more deplorable than his. But I cherished 
a hope that all would turn out a dream, and seized the opportunity, as 
we raised the coach, to jam two of my fingers under the wheel, trusting 
that the pain would awaken me. 

“Why, here we are, all to rights again!” exclaimed a sweet voice be- 
hind. “Thank you for your assistance, gentlemen. My dear Mr. Bull- 
frog, how you perspire! Do let me wipe your face. Don’t take this little 
accident too much to heart, good driver. We ought to be thankful that 
none of our necks are broken.” 

“We might have spared one neck out of the three,” muttered the driv- 
er, rubbing his ear and pulling his nose, to ascertain whether he had been 
cuffed or not. “Why, the woman’s a witch! ” 

I fear that the reader will not believe, yet it is positively a fact, that 
there stood Mrs. Bullfrog, with her glossy ringlets curling on her brow, 
and two rows of orient pearls gleaming between her parted lips, which 
wore a most angelic smile. She had regained her riding habit and calash 
from the grisly phantom, and was, in all respects, the lovely woman who 
had been sitting by my side at the instant of our overturn. How she had 
happened to disappear, and who had supplied her place, and whence she 
did now return, were problems too knotty for me to solve. There stood 
my wife. That was the one thing certain among a heap of mysteries. 
Nothing remained but to help her into the coach, and plod on, through 
the journey of the day and the journey of life, as comfortably as we 
could. As the driver closed the door upon us, I heard him whisper to the 
three countrymen, — 

“How do you suppose a fellow feels shut up in the cage with a she 
tiger?” 

Of course this query could have no reference to my situation. Yet, un- 
reasonable as it may appear, I confess that my feelings were not alto- 
gether so ecstatic as when I first called Mrs. Bullfrog mine. True, she 
was a sweet ‘woman and an angel of a wife ; but what if a Gorgon should 
return, amid the transports of our connubial bliss, and take the angel’s 
place. I recollected the tale of a fairy, who half the time was a beautiful 
woman and half the time a hideous monster. Had I taken that very fairj 
to be the wife of my bosom? While such whims and chimeras were flit- 
ting across my fancy I began to look askance at Mrs. Bullfrog, almosi 
expecting that the transformation would be wrought before my eyes. 

To divert my n^ind, I took up the newspaper which had covered ih\ 
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little basket of refreshments, and which now lay at the bottom of the 
coach, blushing with a deep-red stain and emitting a potent spirituous 
fume from the contents of the broken bottle of Kalydor. The paper was 
two or three years old, but contained an article of several columns, in 
which I soon grew wonderfully interested. It was the report of a trial for 
breach of promise of marriage, giving the testimony in full, with fervid 
extracts from both the gentleman’s and lady’s amatory correspondence. 
The deserted damsel had personally appeared in court, and had borne 
energetic evidence to her lover’s perfidy and the strength of her blighted 
affections. On the defendant’s part there had been an attempt, though 
insufficiently sustained, to blast the plaintiff’s character, and a plea, in 
mitigation of damages, on account of her unamiable temper. A horrible 
idea was suggested by the lady’s name. 

“Madam,” said I, holding the newspaper before Mrs. Bullfrog’s eyes, 
— and, though a small, delicate, and thin-visaged man, I feel assured that 
I looked very terrific, — “madam,” repeated I, through my shut teeth, 
“were you the plaintiff in this cause - ” 

“Oh, my dear Mr. Bullfrog,” replied my wife, sweetly, “I thought all 
the world knew that!” 

“Horror! horror!” exclaimed I, sinking back on the seat. 

Covering my face with both hands, I emitted a deep and deathlike 
groan, as if my tormented soul were rending me asunder — I, the most 
exquisitely fastidious of men, and whose wife was to have been the most 
delicate and refined of women, with all the fresh dew-drops glittering op 
her virgin rosebud of a heart! 

I thought of the glossy ringlets and pearly teeth; I thought of the 
Kalydor; 1 thought of the coachman’s bruised ear and bloody nose; 1 
thought of the tender love secrets which she had whispered to the judge 
and jury and a thousand tittering auditors, — and gave another groan! 

“Mr. Bullfrog,” said my wife. 

As I made no reply, she gently took my hands within her own, removed 
them from my face, and fixed her eyes steadfastly on mine. 

“Mr. Bullfrog,” said she, not unkindly, yet with all the decision of hei 
strong character, “let me advise you to overcome this foolish weakness, 
and prove yourself, to the best of your ability, as good a husband as I 
will be a wife. You have discovered, perhaps, some little imperfections in 
your bride. Well, what did you expect? Women are not angels. If they 
were, they would go to heaven for husbands; or, at least, be more diffi- 
cult in their choice on earth.” 

“But why conceal those imperfections?” interposed I, tremulously. 

“Now, my love, are not you a most unreasonable little man?” said 
Mrs. Bullfrog, patting me on the cheek. “Ought a woman to disclose hef 
frailties earlier than the wedding day? Few husbands, I assure you, make 
the discovery in such good season, and still fewer complain that these 
trifles are concealed too long. Well, what a strange man you are! Pohl 
you are joking.” 

“But the suit for breach of promise! ” groariCd I. 
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‘‘Ah, and is that the rub?” exclaimed my wife. it possible that you 
view that affair in an objectionable light? Mr. Bullfrog, I never could 
have dreamed it! Is it an objection that I have triumphantly defended 
myself against slander and vindicated my purity in a court of justice? Or 
do you complain because your wife has shown the proper spirit of a 
woman, and punished the villain who trifled with her affections?” 

*^But,” persisted I, shrinking into a corner of the coach, however, — for 
I did not know precisely how much contradiction the proper spirit of a 
woman would endure, — “but, my love, would it not have been more dig- 
nified to treat the villain with the silent contempt he merited?” 

“That is all very well, Mr. Bullfrog,” said my wife, slyly; “but, in 
that case, where would have been the five thousand dollars which are to 
stock your dry goods store?” 

“Mrs. Bullfrog, upon your honor,” demanded I, as if my life hung 
upon her words, “is there no mistake about those five thousand dollars?” 

“Upon my word and honor there is none,” replied she. “The jury gave 
me every cent the rascal had ; and I have kept it all for my dear Bull- 
frog.” 

“Then, thou dear woman,” cried I, with an overwhelming gush of ten- 
derness, “let me fold thee to my heart. The basis of matrimonial bliss is 
secure, and all thy little defects and frailties are forgiven. Nay, since the 
result has been so fortunate, I rejoice at the wrongs which drove thee to 
this blessed lawsuit. Happy Bullfrog that lam!” 


THE CELESTIAL RAILROAD 

Not a great while ago, passing through the gate of dreams, I visited that 
region of the earth in which lies the famous City of Destruction. It inter- 
ested me much to learn that by the public spirit of some of the inhabi- 
tants a railroad has recently been established between this populous and 
flourishing town and the Celestial City. Having a little time upon my 
hands, I resolved to gratify a liberal curiosity by making a trip thither. 
Accordingly, one fine morning after paying my bill at the hotel, and di- 
recting the porter to stow my luggage behind a coach, I took my seat in 
the vehicle and set out for the station-house. It was my good fortune to 
enjoy the company of a gentleman — one Mr. Smooth-it-away — who, 
though he had never actually visited the Celestial City, yet seemed as 
well acquainted with its laws, customs, policy, and statistics, as with 
those of the City of Destruction, of which he was a native townsman. 
Being, moreover, a director of the railroad corporation and one of its 
largest stockholders, he had it in his power to give me all desirable infor- 
mation respecting that praiseworthy enterprise. 
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Our coach rattled out of the city, and at a short distance from its out- 
skirts passed over a bridge of elegant construction, but somewhat toe 
slight, as I imagined, to sustain any considerable weight. On both side^ 
lay an extensive quagmire, which could not have been more disagreeable, 
either to sight or smell, had all the kennels of the earth emptied their pol- 
lution there. 

“This,” remarked Mr. Smooth-it-away, “is the famous Slough of De- 
spond — a disgrace to all the neighborhood; and the greater that it might 
so easily be converted into firm ground.” 

“I have understood,” said I, “that efforts have been made for that pur 
pose from time immemorial. Bunyan mentions that above twenty thou* 
cand cartloads of wholesome instrui tions had been thrown in here with- 
out effect.” 

“Very probably! And what effec could be anticipated from such un- 
substantial stuff?” cried Mr. Smoot a-it-away. “You observe this conven- 
ient bridge. We obtained a sufficier t foundation for it by throwing into 
the slough some editions of books ('f morality; volumes of French phil- 
osophy and German rationalism ; ti acts, sermons, and essays of modern 
clergymen; extracts from Plato, Cmfucius, and various Hindoo sages, 
together with a few ingenious commentaries upon texts of Scripture, — all 
of which by some scientific process, have been converted into a mass like 
granite. The whole bog might be filled up with similar matter.” 

It really seemed to me, however, that the bridge vibrated and heaved 
up and down in a very formidable manner; and, in spite of Mr. Smooth-it- 
away’s testimony to the solidity of its foundation, I should be loath to 
cross it in a crowded omnibus, especially if each passenger were encum- 
bered with as heavy luggage as that gentleman and myself. Nevertheless 
we got over without accident, and soon found ourselves at the station- 
house. This very neat and spacious edifice is erected on the site of the 
little wicket gate, which formerly, as all old pilgrims will recollect, stood 
directly across the highway, and, by its inconvenient narrowness, was a 
great obstruction to the traveller of liberal mind and expansive stomach. 
The reader of John Bunyan will be glad to know that Christian’s old 
friend Evangelist, who was accustomed to supply each pilgrim with a 
mystic roll, now presides at the ticket office. Some malicious persons it is 
true deny the identity of this reputable character with the Evangelist of 
old times, and even pretend to bring competent evidence of an imposture. 
Without involving myself in a dispute I shall merely observe that, so far 
as my experience goes, the square pieces of pasteboard now delivered to 
passengers are much more convenient and useful along the road than the 
antique roll of parchment. Whether they will be as readily received at the 
gate of the Celestial City I decline giving an opinion. 

A large number of passengers were already at the station-house await- 
ing the departure of the cars. By the aspect and demeanor of these per- 
sons it was easy to judge that the feelings of the community had under- 
gone a very favorable change in reference to the celestial pilgrimage. It 
would have done Bunyan’s heart good to see it. Instfiad of a lonely and 
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ragged mm with a huge burden on his back, plodding along sorrowfully 
on foot while the whole city hooted after him, here were parties of the 
first gentry and most respectable people in the neighborhood setting forth 
towards the Celestial City as cheerfully as if the pilgrimage were merely 
a summer tour. Among the gentlemen were characters of deserved emi- 
nence — ^magistrates, politicians, and men of wealth, by whose exa’-iple 
religion could not but be greatly recommended to their meaner brethren. 
In the ladies’ apartment, too, I rejoiced to distinguish some of those flow- 
ers of fashionable society who are so well fitted to adorn the most ele- 
vated circles of the Celestial City. There was much pleasant conversation 
about the news of the day, topics of business and politics, or the lighter 
matters of amusement ; while religion, though indubitably the main thing 
at heart, was thrown tastefully into the background. Even an infidel 
would have heard little or nothing to shock his sensibility. 

One great convenience of the new method of going on pilgrimage I 
must not forget to mention. Our enormous burdens, instead of being car- 
ried on our shoulders as had been the custom of old, were all snugly de- 
posited in the baggage car, and, as I was assured, would be delivered to 
their respective owners at the journey’s end. Another thing, likewise, the 
benevolent reader will be delighted to understand. It may be remembered 
that there was an ancient feud between Prince Beelzebub and the keeper 
of the wicket gate, and that the adherents of the former distinguished 
personage were accustomed to shoot deadly arrows at honest pilgrims 
while knocking at the door. This dispute, much to the credit as well of the 
illustrious potentate above mentioned as of the worthy and enlightened 
directors of the railroad, has been pacifically arranged on the principle of 
mutual compromise. The prince’s subjects are now pretty numerously 
employed about the station-house, some in taking care of the baggage, 
others in collecting fuel, feeding the engines, and such congenial occupa- 
tions; and I can conscientiously affirm that persons more attentive to 
their business, more willing to accommodate, or more generally agreeable 
to the passengers, are not to be found on any railroad. Every go^ heart 
must surely exult at so satisfactory an arrangement of an immemorial 
difficulty. 

‘^Where is Mr. Greatheart?” inquired I. “Beyond a doubt the directors 
have engaged that famous old champion to be chief conductor on the 
railroad?” 

“Why, no,” said Mr. Smooth-it-away, with a dry cough. “He was of- 
fered the situation of brakeman; but, to tell you the truth, our friend 
Greatheart has grown preposterously stiff and narrow in his old age. He 
has so often guided pilgrims over the road on foot that he considers it a 
sin to travel in any other fashion. Besides, the old fellow had entered so 
heartily into the ancient feud with Prince Beelzebub that he would have 
been perpetually at blows or ill language with some of the prince’s sub- 
jects, and thus have embroiled us anew. So, on the whole, we were not 
sorry when honest Greatheart went off to the Celestial City in a huff and 
left us at liberty to«choose a more suitable and accommodating man. Yon- 
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der comes the engineer of the train. You will probably recognize him at 
once.’^ 

The engine at this moment took its station in advance of the cars, look- 
ing, I must confess, much more like a sort of mechanical demon that 
would hurry us to the infernal regions than a laudable contrivance for 
smoothing our way to the Celestial City. On its top sat a personage al- 
most enveloped in smoke and flame, which, not to startle the reader, ap- 
peared to gush from his own mouth and stomach as well as from the en- 
gine’s brazen abdomen. 

“Do my eyes deceive me?” cried I. “What on earth is this! A living 
creature? If so, he is own brother to the engine he rides upon!” 

“Poh, poh, you are obtuse!” said Mr. Smooth-it-away, with a hearty 
laugh. “Don’t you know Apollyon, Christian’s old enemy, with whom he 
fought so fierce a battle in the Valley of Humiliation? He was the very 
fellow to manage the engine ; and so we have reconciled him to the cus- 
tom of going on pilgrimage, and engaged him as chief engineer.” 

“Bravo, bravo!” exclaimed I, vvith irrepressible enthusiasm; “this 
shows the liberality of the age; this proves, if anything can, that all musty 
prejudices are in a fair way to be ooliterated. And how will Christian re 
joice to hear of this happy transformation of his old antagonist! I prom- 
ise myself great pleasure in informing him of it when we reach the Celes- 
tial City.” 

The passengers being all comfortably seated, we now rattled away 
merrily, accomplishing a greater distance in ten minutes than Christian 
probably trudged over in a day. It was laughable, while we glanced along, 
as it were, at the tail of a thunderbolt, to observe two dusty foot travel- 
lers in the old pilgrim guise, with cockle shell and staff, their mystic rolls 
of parchment in their hands and their intolerable burdens on their backs. 
The preposterous obstinacy of these honest people in persisting to groan 
and stumble along the difficult pathway rather than take advantage of 
modern improvements, excited great mirth among our wiser brotherhood. 
We greeted the two pilgrims with many pleasant gibes and a roar of 
laughter; whereupon they gaized at us with such woful and absurdly com- 
passionate visages that our merriment grew tenfold more obstreperous. 
Apollyon also entered heartily into the fun, and contrived to flirt the 
smoke and flame of the engine, or of his own breath, into their faces, and 
envelop them in an atmosphere of scalding steam. These little practical 
jokes amused us mightily, and doubtless afforded the pilgrims the grati- 
fication of considering themselves martyrs. 

At some distance from the railroad Mr. Smooth-it-away pointed to a 
large, antique edifice, which, he observed, was a tavern of long standing, 
and had formerly been a noted stopping-place for pilgrims. In Bunyan’s 
road-book it is mentioned as the Interpreter’s House. 

“I have long had a curiosity to visit that old mansion,” remarked I. 

“It is not one of our stations, as you perceive,” said my companion 
“The keeper was violently opposed to the railroad; and well he might be, 
as the track left his house of entertainment on one side, and thus wa^ 
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pretty certain to deprive him of all his reputable customers. But the foot- 
path still passes his door, and the old gentleman now and then receives a 
call from some simple traveller, and entertains him with fare as old- 
fashioned as himself.’’ 

Before our talk on this subject came to a conclusion we were rushing 
by the place where Christian’s burden fell from his shoulders at the sight 
of the Cross. This served as a theme for Mr. Smooth-it-away, Mr. Live- 
for-the-world, Mr. Hide-sin-in-the-heart, Mr. Scaly-conscience, and a 
knot of gentlemen from the town of Shun-repentance, to descant upon 
the inestimable advantages resulting from the safety of our baggage. My- 
self, and all the passengers indeed, joined with great unanimity in this 
view of the matter; for our burdens were rich in many things esteemed 
precious throughout the world; and, especially, we each of us possessed 
a great variety of favorite Habits, which we trusted would not be out of 
fashion even in the polite circles of the Celestial City. It would have been 
a sad spectacle to see such an assortment of valuable articles tumbling 
into the sepulchre. Thus pleasantly conversing on the favorable circum- 
stances of our position as compared with those of past pilgrims and of 
narrow-minded ones at the present day, we soon found ourselves at the 
foot of the Hill Difficulty. Through the very heart of this rocky moun- 
tain a tunnel has been constructed of most admirable architecture, with a 
lofty arch and a spacious double track; so that, unless the earth and 
rocks should chance to crumble down, it will remain an eternal monu- 
ment of the builder’s skill and enterprise. It is a great though incidental 
advantage that the materials from the heart of the Hill Difficulty have 
been employed in filling up the Valley of Humiliation, thus obviating the 
necessity of descending into that disagreeable and unwholesome hollow. 

‘^This is a wonderful improvement, indeed,” said I. Yet I should have 
been glad of an opportunity to visit the Palace Beautiful and be intro- 
duced to the charming young ladies — Miss Prudence, Miss Piety, Miss 
Charjty, and the rest — ^who have the kindness to entertain pilgrims 
there.” 

Young ladies!” cried Mr. Smooth-it-away, as soon as he could speak 
for laughing. “And charming young ladies! Why, my dear fellow, they 
are old maids, every soul of them — ^prim, starched, dry, and angular; and 
not one of them, I will venture to say, has altered so much as the fashion 
of her gown since the days of Christian’s pilgrimage.” 

“Ah, well,” said I, much comforted, “then I can very readily dispense 
with their acquaintance.” 

The respectable Apollyon was now putting on the steam at a prodi- 
gious rate, anxious, perhaps, to get rid of the unpleasant reminiscences 
connected with the spot where he had so disastrously encountered Chris- 
tian. Consulting Mr. Bunyan’s road-book, I perceived that we must now 
be within a few miles of the Valley of the Shadow of Death, into which 
doleful region, at our present speed, we should plunge much sooner than 
seemed at all desirable. In truth, I expected nothing better than to find 
myself in the ditcl\on one side or the cfuag on the other; but on com- 
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muaicating my apprehensions to Mr. Smooth-it-away, he assured me that 
the difficulties of this passage, even in its worst condition, had been vast- 
ly exaggerated, and that, in its present state of improvement, I might 
consider myself as safe as on any railroad in Christendom. 

Even while we were speaking the train shot into the entrance of this 
dreaded Valley. Though I plead guilty to some foolish palpitations of the 
heart during our headlong rush over the causeway here constructed, yet 
it were unjust to withhold the highest encomiums on the boldness of its 
original conception and the ingenuity of those who executed it. It was 
gratifying, likewise, to observe how much care had been taken to dispel 
the everlasting gloom and supply the defect of cheerful sunshine, not a 
ray of which has ever penetrated among these awful shadows. For this 
purpose, the inflammable gas whkh exudes plentifully from the soil is 
collected by means of pipes, and thence communicated to a quadruple 
row of lamps along the whole extent of the passage. Thus a radiance has 
been created even out of the fiery aad sulphurous curse that rests forever 
upon the valley — a radiance hurtfu , however, to the eyes, and somewhat 
bewildering, as I discovered by the changes which it wrought in the vis- 
ages of my companions. In this respect, as compared with natural day- 
light, there is the same difference as between truth and falsehood ; but if 
the reader have ever travelled thiough the dark Valley, he will have 
learned to be thankful for any light that he could get — if not from the 
sky above, then from the blasted soil beneath. Such was the red brilliancy 
of these lamps that they appeared to build walls of fire on both sides of 
the track, between which we held our course at lightning speed, while a 
reverberating thunder filled the Valley with its echoes. Had the engine 
run off the track, — a catastrophe, it is whispered, by no means unprece- 
dented, — the bottomless pit, if there be any such place, would Undoubt- 
edly have received us. Just as some dismal fooleries of this nature had 
made my heart quake there came a tremendous shriek, careering along 
the valley as if a thousand devils had burst their lungs to utter it, but 
which proved to be merely the whistle of the engine on arriving at a stop- 
ping-place. 

The spot where we had now paused is the same that our friend Bunyan 
— a truthful man, but infected with many fantastic notions — has desig- 
nated, in terms plainer than I like to repeat, as the mouth of the infernal 
region. This, however, must be a mistake, inasmuch as Mr. Smooth-it- 
away, while we remained in the smoky and lurid cavern, took occasion to 
prove that Tophet has not even a metaphorical existence. The place, he 
assured us, is no other than the crater of a half-extinct volcano, in which 
the directors had caused forges to be set up for the manufacture of rail- 
road iron. Hence, also, is obtained a plentiful supply of fuel for the use 
of the engines. Whoever had gazed into the dismal obscurity of the broad 
cavern mouth, whence ever and anon darted huge tongues of dusky 
flame, and had seen the strange, half-shaped monsters, and visions of 
%ces horribly grotesque, into which the smoke seemed to wreathe itself, 
and had heard the awful murmurs, and shrieks, and deep, shuddering 
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whispers of the blast, sometimes forming themselves into wor4s flimpsl 
articulate, would have seized upon Mr. Smooth-it-away^s comfortabh 
explanation as greedily as we did. The inhabitants of the cavern, more- 
over, were unlovely personages, dark, smoke-begrimed, generally de- 
formed, with misshapen feet, and a glow of dusky redness in their eyes as 
if their hearts had caught fire and were blazing out of the upper windows. 
It struck me as a peculiarity that the laborers at the forge and those who 
brought fuel to the engine, when they began to draw short breath, posi- 
tively emitted smoke from their mouth and nostrils. 

Among the idlers about the train, most of whom were puffing cigars 
which they had lighted at the flame of the crater, I was perplexed to no- 
tice several who, to my certain knowledge, had heretofore set forth by 
railroad for the Celestial City. They looked dark, wild, and smoky, with 
a singular resemblance, indeed, to the native inhabitants, like whom, also, 
they had a disagreeable propensity to ill-natured gibes and sneers, the 
habit of which had wrought a settled contortion of their visages. Having 
been on speaking terms with one of these persons, — an indolent, good- 
for-nothing fellow, who went by the name of Take-it-easy, — I called him, 
and inquired what was his business there. 

“Did you not start,” said I, “for the Celestial City?” 

“That^s a fact,” said Mr. Take-it-easy, carelessly puffing some smoke 
into my eyes. “But I heard such bad accounts that I never took pains to 
climb the hill on which the city stands. No business doing, no fun going 
on, nothing to drink, and no smoking allowed, and a thrumming of church 
music from morning till night. I would not stay in such a place if they 
offered me house room and living free.” 

“But, my good Mr. Take-it-easy,” cried I, “why take up your resi- 
dence here, of all places in the world?” 

“Oh,” said the loafer, with a grin, “it is very warm hereabouts, and I 
meet with plenty of old acquaintances, and altogether the place suits me. 
I hope tp see you back again some day soon. A pleasant journey to you.” 

While he was speaking the bell of the engine rang, and we dashed 
away after dropping a few passengers, but receiving no new ones. Rat- 
tling onward through the Valley, we were dazzled with the fiercely gleam- 
ing gas lamps, as before. But sometimes, in the dark of intense bright- 
ness, grim faces, that bore the aspect and expression of individual sins, 
or evil passions, seemed to thrust themselves through the veil of light, 
glaring upon us, and stretching forth a great, dusky hand, as if to impede 
QUr progress. I almost thought that they were my own sins that appalled 
me there. These were freaks of imagination — nothing more, certainly — 
mere delusions, which I ought to be heartily ashamed of ; but all through 
the Dark Valley I was tormented, and pestered, and dolefully bewildered 
frith the same kind of waking dreams. The mephitic gases of that region 
intoxicate the brain. As the light of natural day, however, began to strug- 
gle with the glow of the lanterns, these vain imaginations lost their vivid- 
ness, and finally vanished from the first ray of sunshine that greeted our 
escape from the Valley of the Shadow of Death. Ere we had gone a mile 
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beyond it I could wellnigh have taken my oath that this whole gloomj 
passage was a dream. 

At the end of the valley, as John Bunyan mentions, is a cavern, where, 
in his days, dwelt two cruel giants, Pope and Pagan, who had strown the 
ground about their residence with the bones of slaughtered pilgrims. 
These vile old troglodytes are no longer there; but into their deserted 
cave another terrible giant has thrust himself, and makes it his business 
to seize upon honest travellers and fatten them for his table with plenti- 
ful meals of smoke, mist, moonshine, raw potatoes, and sawdust. He is a 
German by birth, and is called Giant Transcendentalist; but as to his 
form, his features, his substance, and his nature generally, it is the chief 
peculiarity of this huge miscreant that neither he for himself, nor any- 
body for him, has ever been able to describe them. As we rushed by the 
cavern’s mouth we caught a hasty glimpse of him, looking somewhat like 
an ill-proportioned figure, but considerably more like a heap of fog and 
duskiness. He shouted after us, but in so strange a phraseology that we 
knew not what he meant, nor whether to be encouraged or affrighted. 

It was late in the day when the tr lin thundered into the ancient city of 
Vanity, where Vanity Fair is still at the height of prosperity, and exhibits 
an epitome of whatever is brilliant, gay, and fascinating beneath the sun. 
As I purposed to make a considerable stay here, it gratified me to learn 
that there is no longer the want of harmony between the town’s-people 
and pilgrims, which impelled the former to such lamentably mistaken 
measures as the persecution of Christian and the fiery martyrdom oi 
Faithful. On the contrary, as the new railroad brings with it great trade 
and a constant influx of strangers, the lord of Vanity Fair is its chief pa- 
tron, and the capitalists of the city are among the largest stockholders. 
Many passengers stop to take their pleasure or make their profit in the 
Fair, instead of going onward to the Celestial City. Indeed, such are the 
charms of the place that people often affirm it to be the true and only 
heaven; stoutly contending that there is no other, that those who seek 
further are mere dreamers, and that, if the fabled brightness of the Ce- 
lestial City lay but a bare mile beyond the gates of Vanity, they would 
not be fools enough to go thither. Without subscribing to these perhaps 
exaggerated encomiums, I can truly say that my abode in the city was 
mainly agreeable, and my intercourse with the inhabitants productive of 
much amusement and instruction. 

Being naturally of a serious turn, my attention was directed to the 
solid advantages derivable from a residence here, rather than to the ef- 
fervescent pleasures which are the grand object with too many visitants. 
The Christian reader, if he have had no accounts of the city later than 
Bunyan’s time, will be surprised to hear that almost every street has its 
church, and that the reverend clergy are nowhere held in higher respect 
than at Vanity Fair. And well do they deserve such honorable estimation; 
for the maxims of wisdom and virtue which fall from their lips come from 
as deep a spiritual source, and tend to as lofty a religious aim, as those 
of the sagest philosophers of old. In justification of th^ high praise I n^d 
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only mention the names of the Rev. Mr. Shallow-deep, the Rev. Mr. 
Stumble-at-truth, that fine old clerical character the Rev. Mr. This-to- 
day, who expects shortly to resign his pulpit to the Rev. Mr. That-to- 
morrow; together with the Rev. Mr. Bewilderment, the Rev. Mr. Clog- 
the-spirit, and, last and greatest, the Rev. Dr. Wind-of-doctrine. The la- 
bors of these eminent divines are aided by those of innumerable lect^’rers, 
who diffuse such a various profundity, in all subjects of human or celestial 
science, that any man may acquire an omnigenous erudition without the 
trouble of even learning to read. Thus literature is etherealized by assum- 
ing for its medium the human voice; and knowledge, depositing all its 
heavier particles, except, doubtless, its gold, becomes exhaled into a 
sound, which forthwith steals into the ever-open ear of the community. 
These ingenious methods constitute a sort of machinery, by which 
thought and study are done to every person’s hand without his putting 
himself to the slightest inconvenience in the matter. There is another 
species of machine for the wholesale manufacture of individual morality. 
This excellent result is effected by societies for all manner of virtuous pur- 
poses, with which a man has merely to connect himself, throwing, as it 
were, his quota of virtue into the common stock, and the president and 
directors will take care that the aggregate amount be well applied. All 
these, and other wonderful improvements in ethics, religion, and litera- 
ture, being made plain to my comprehension by the ingenious Mr. 
Smooth-it-away, inspired me with a vast admiration of Vanity Fair. 

It would fill a volume, in an age of pamphlets, were I to record all my 
observations in this great capital of human business and pleasure. There 
was an unlimited range of society — the powerful, the wise, the witty, and 
the famous in every walk of life; princes, presidents, poets, generals, art- 
ists, actors, and philanthropists, — all making their own market at the 
fair, and deeming no price too exorbitant for such commodities as hit 
their fancy. It was well worth one’s while, even if he had no idea of buy- 
ing or selling, to loiter through the bazaars and observe the various sorts 
of traffic that were going forward. 

Some of the purchasers, I thought, made very foolish bargains. For in- 
stance, a young man having inherited a splendid fortune, laid out a con- 
siderable portion of it in the purchase of diseases, and finally spent all 
the rest for a heavy lot of repentance and a suit of rags. A very pretty girl 
bartered a heart as clear as crystal, and which seemed her most valuable 
possession, for another jewel of the same kind, but so worn and defaced 
as to be utterly worthless. In one shop there were a great many crowns of 
laurel and myrtle, which soldiers, authors, statesmen, and various other 
people pressed eagerly to buy; some purchased these paltry wreaths with 
their lives, others by a toilsome servitude of years, and many sacrificed 
whatever was most valuable, yet finally slunk away without the crown. 
There was a sort of stock or scrip, called Conscience, which seemed to be 
in great demand, and would purchase almost anything. Indeed, few rich 
commodities were to be obtained without paying a heavy sum in this par- 
ticular stock, and ^ man’s business was seldom very lucrative unless he 
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knew precisely when and how to throw his hoard of conscience into the 
market. Yet as this stock was the only thing of permanent value, whoever 
parted with it was sure to find himself a loser in the long run. Several of 
the speculations were of a questionable character. Occasionally a mem- 
ber of Congress recruited his pocket by the sale of his constituents; and 
I was assured that public officers have often sold their country at very 
moderate prices. Thousands sold their happiness for a whim. Gilded 
chains were in great demand, and purchased with almost any sacrifice. 
In truth, those who desired, according to the old adage, to sell anything 
valuable for a song, might find customers all over the Fair; and there 
were innumerable messes of pottage, piping hot, for such as chose to buy 
them with their birthrights. A few <irticles, however, could not be found 
genuine at Vanity Fair. If a customer wished to renew his stock of youth 
the dealers offered him a set of false teeth and an auburn wig; if he de- 
manded peace of mind, they recommended opium or a brandy bottle. 

Tracts of land and golden mansicms, situate in the Celestial City, were 
often exchanged, at very disadvantageous rates, for a few years* lease of 
small, dismal, inconvenient tenements in Vanity Fair. Prince Beelzebub 
himself took great interest in this sort of traffic, and sometimes conde- 
scended to meddle with smaller matters. I once had the pleasure to see 
him bargaining with a miser for his soul, which, after much ingenious 
skirmishing on both sides, his highness succeeded in obtaining at about 
the value of sixpence. The prince remarked with a smile, that he was a 
loser by the transaction. 

Day after day, as I walked the streets of Vanity, my manners and de- 
portment became more and more like those of the inhabitants. The place 
began to seem like home; the idea of pursuing my travels to the Celestial 
City was almost obliterated from my mind. I was reminded of it, how- 
ever, by the sight of the same pair of simple pilgrims at whom we had 
laughed so heartily when Apollyon puffed smoke and steam into their 
faces at the commencement of our journey. There they stood amidst the 
densest bustle of Vanity; the dealers offering them their purple and fine 
linen and jewels, the men of wit and humor gibing at them, a pair of 
buxom ladies ogling them askance, while the benevolent Mr. Smooth-it- 
away whispered some of his wisdom at their elbows, and pointed to a 
newly-erected temple; but there were these worthy simpletons, making 
the scene look wild and monstrous, merely by their sturdy repudiation of 
all part in its business or pleasures. 

One of them — his name was Stick-to-the-right — perceived in my face, 
I suppose, a species of sympathy and almost admiration, which, to my 
own great surprise, I could not help feeling for this pragmatic couple. It 
prompted him to address me. 

‘‘Sir,** inquired he, with a sad, yet mild and kindly voice, “do you call 
yourself a pilgrim?’* 

“Yes,** I replied, “my right to that appellation is indubitable. I am 
merely a sojourner here in Vanity Fair, being bound to the Celestial City 
by the new railroad ** ^ 
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"Alas, friend,” rejcnned Mr. Stidc-to-the-truth, "I do assure you, and 
beseech you to receive the truth of my words, that that whole concern is 
a bubble. You may travel on it all your lifetime, were you to live thou- 
sands of years, and yet never get beyond the limits of Vanity Fair. Yea, 
though you should deem yourself entering the gates of the blessed city, 
it will be nothing but a miserable delusion.” 

"The Lord of the Celestial City,” began the other pilgrim, whose name 
was Mr. Foot-it-to-heaven, "has refused, and will ever refuse, to grant an 
act of incorporation for this railroad; and unless that be obtained, no 
passenger can ever hope to enter his dominions. Wherefore every man 
who buys a ticket must lay his account with losing the purchase money, 
which is the value of his own soul.” 

"Poh, nonsense!” said Mr. Smooth-it-away, taking my arm and lead- 
ing me off, "these fellows ought to be indicted for a libel. If the law stood 
as it once did in Vanity Fair we should see them grinning through the iron 
bars of the prison window.” 

This incident made a considerable impression on my mind, and con- 
tributed with other circumstances to indispose me to a permanent resi- 
dence in the city of Vanity; although, of course, I was not simple enough 
to give up my original plan of gliding along easily and commodiously by 
railroad. Still, I grew anxious to be gone. There was one strange thing 
that troubled me. Amid the occupations or amusements of the Fair, noth- 
ing was more common than for a person — whether at feast, theatre, or 
church, or trafficking for wealth and honors, or whatever he might be do- 
ing, to vanish like a soap bubble, and be never more seen of his fellows ; 
and so accustomed were the latter to such little accidents that they went 
on with their business as quietly as if nothing had happened. But it was 
otherwise with me. 

Finally, after a pretty long residence at the Fair, I resumed my journey 
towards the Celestial City, still with Mr. Smooth-it-away at my side. At 
a short distance beyond the suburbs of Vanity we passed the ancient 
silver mine, of which Demas was the first discoverer, and which is now 
wrought to great advantage, suppl)dng nearly all the coined currency of 
the world. A little further onward was the spot where Lot’s wife had stood 
forever under the semblance of a pillar of salt. Curious travellers have 
long since carried it away piecemeal. Had all regrets been punished as 
rigorously as this poor dame’s were, my yearning for the relinquished de- 
lights of Vanity Fair might have produced a similar change in my own 
corporeal substance, and left me a warning to future pilgrims. 

The next remarkable object was a large edifice, constructed of moss- 
grown stone, but in a modern and airy style of architecture. The engine 
came to a pause in its vicinity, with the usual tremendous shriek. 

"This was formerly the castle of the redoubted giant Despair,” ob- 
served Mr. Smooth-it-away; "but since his death Mr. Flimsy-faith has 
repaired it, and keeps an excellent house of entertainment here. It is one 
of our stopping-places.” 

"It seems but sVghtly put together,” remarked I, looking at the frail 
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yet ponderous walls. do not envy Mr. Flimsy-faith his habitation. 
Some day it will thunder down upon the heads of the occupants.^’ 

‘We shall escape at all events,” said Mr. Smooth-it-away, “for Apol- 
lyon is putting on the steam again.” 

The road now plunged into a gorge of the Delectable Mountains, and 
traversed the field where in former ages the blind men wandered and 
stumbled among the tombs. One of these ancient tombstones had been 
thrust across the track by some malicious person, and gave the train of 
cars a terrible jolt. Far up the rugged side of a mountain I perceived a 
rusty iron door, half overgrown with bushes and creeping plants, but with 
smoke issuing from its crevices. 

“Is that,” inquired I, “the very door in the hill-side which the shep- 
herds assured Christian was a by-way to hell?” 

“That was a joke on the part of the shepherds,” said Mr. Smooth-it- 
away, with a smile. “It is neither m(»re nor less than the door of a cavern 
which they use as a smoke-house fo * the preparation of mutton hams.” 

My recollections of the journey ire now, for a little space, dim and 
confused, inasmuch as a singular drowsiness here overcame me, owing to 
the fact that we were passing over the enchanted ground, the air of which 
encourages a disposition to sleep. I awoke, however, as soon as we crossed 
the borders of the pleasant land of Beulah. All the passengers were rub- 
bing their eyes, comparing watches, and congratulating one another on 
the prospect of arriving so seasonably at the journey’s end. The sweet 
breezes of this happy clime came refreshingly to our nostrils; we beheld 
the glimmering gush of silver fountains, overhung by trees of beautiful 
foliage and delicious fruit, which were propagated by grafts from the ce- 
lestial gardens. Once, as we dashed onward like a hurricane, there was a 
flutter of wings and the bright appearance of an angel in the air, speeding 
forth on some heavenly mission. The engine now announced the close 
vicinity of the final station-house by one last and horrible scream, in 
which there seemed to be distinguishable every kind of wailing and woe, 
and bitter fierceness of wrath, all mixed up with the wild laughter of a 
devil or a madman. Throughout our journey, at every stopping-place, 
Apollyon had exercised his ingenuity in screwing the most abominable 
sounds out of the whistle of the steam-engine; but in this closing effort 
he outdid himself and created an infernal uproar, which, besides disturb- 
ing the peaceful inhabitants of Beulah, must have sent its discord even 
through the celestial gates. 

While the horrid clamor was still ringing in our ears we heard an ex- 
ulting strain, as if a thousand instruments of music, with height and 
depth and sweetness in their tones, at once tender and triumphant, were 
struck in unison, to greet the approach of some illustrious hero, who had 
fought the good fight and won a glorious victory, and was come to lay 
aside his battered arms forever. Looking to ascertain what might be the 
occasion of this glad harmony, I perceived, on alighting from the cars, 
that a multitude of shining ones had assembled on the other side of the 
river, to welcome two poor pilgrims, who were just emerging from its 
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depths. They were the same whom Apollyon and ourselves had perse- 
cuted with taunts, and gibes, and scalding steam, at the commencement 
of our journey — the same whose unworldly aspect and impressive words 
had stirred my conscience amid the wild revellers of Vanity Fair. 

^‘How amazingly well those men have got on,’’ cried I to Mr. Smooth- 
it-away. ‘T wish we were secure of as good a reception.” 

^^Never fear, never fear!” answered my friend. “Come, make haste; 
the ferry boat will be off directly, and in three minutes you will be on the 
other side of the river. No doubt you will find coaches to carry you up to 
the city gates.” 

A steam ferry boat, the last improvement on this important route, lay 
at the river side, puffing, snorting, and emitting all those other disagree- 
able utterances which betoken the departure to be immediate. I hurried 
on board with the rest of the passengers, most of whom were in great per- 
turbation: some bawling out for their baggage; some tearing their hair 
and exclaiming that the boat would explode or sink ; some already pale 
with the heaving of the stream; some gazing affrighted at the ugly aspect 
of the steersman ; and some still dizzy with the slumberous influences of 
the Enchanted Ground. Looking back to the shore, I was amazed to dis- 
cern Mr. Smooth-it-away waving his hand in token of farewell. 

“Don’t you go over to the Celestial City?” exclaimed I. 

“Oh, no! ” answered he with a queer smile, and that same disagreeable 
i ontortion of visage which I had remarked in the inhabitants of the Dark 
Valley. “Oh, no! I have come thus far only for the sake of your pleasant 
company. Good-by! We shall meet again.” 

And then did my excellent friend Mr. Smooth-it-away laugh outright, 
in the midst of which cachinnation a smoke-wreath issued from his mouth 
and nostrils, while a twinkle of lurid flame darted out of either eye, prov- 
ing indubitably that his heart was all of a red blaze. The impudent fiend ! 
To deny the existence of Tophet, when he felt its fiery tortures raging 
within his breast. I rushed to the side of the boat, intending to fling my- 
self on shore; but the wheels, as they began their revolutions, threw a 
dash of spray over me so cold — ^so deadly cold, with the chill that will 
never leave those waters until Death be drowned in his own river — that 
with a shiver and a heartquake I awoke. Thank Heaven it was a Dream! 


THE PROCESSION OF LIFE 

Life figures itself to me as a festal or funereal procession. All of us h^ve 
our places, and are to move onward under the direction of the Chief Mar- 
shal. The grand difficulty results from the invariably mistaken principles 
on which the depuly marshals seek to arrange this immense concourse of 
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people, so much more numerous than those that train their interminable 
length through streets and highways in times of political excitement. 
Their scheme is ancient, far beyond the memory of man or even the rec- 
ord of history, and has hitherto been very little modified by the innate 
sense of something wrong, and the dim perception of better methods, that 
have disquieted all the ages through which the procession has taken its 
march. Its members are classified by the merest external circumstances, 
and thus are more certain to be thrown out of their true positions than if 
no principle of arrangement were attempted. In one part of the processicMi 
we see men of landed estate or moneyed capital gravely keeping each 
other company, for the preposterous reason that they chance to have a 
similar standing in the tax-gatherer's book. Trades and professions march 
together with scarcely a more real bond of union. In this manner it can- 
not be denied, people are disentangled from the mass and separated into 
various classes according to certain apparent relations ; all have some ar- 
tificial badge which the world, and themselves among the first, learn to 
consider as a genuine characteristic Fixing our attention on such outside 
shows of similarity or difference, we lose sight of those realities by which 
nature, fortune, fate, or Providence has constituted for every man a 
brotherhood, wherein it is one grea office of human wisdom to classify 
him. When the mind has once accustomed itself to a proper arrangement 
of the Procession of Life, or a true classification of society, even though 
merely speculative, there is thenceforth a satisfaction which pretty well 
suffices for itself without the aid of any actual reformation in the order of 
march. 

For instance, assuming to myself the power of marshalling the afore- 
said procession, I direct a trumpeter to send forth a blast loud enough to 
be heard from hence to China; and a herald, with world-pervading voice, 
to make proclamation for a certain class of mortals to take their places. 
What shall be their principle of union? After all, an external one, in com- 
parison with many that might be found, yet far more real than those 
which the world has selected for a similar purpose. Let all who are af- 
flicted with like physical diseases form themselves into ranks. 

Our first attempt at classification is not very successful. It may gratify 
the pride of aristocracy to reflect that disease, more than any other cir- 
cumstance of human life, pays due observance to the distinctions which 
rank and wealth, and poverty and lowliness, have established among 
mankind. Some maladies are rich and precious, and only to be acquired 
by the right of inheritance or purchased with gold. Of this kind is the 
gout, which serves as a bond of brotherhood to the purple-visaged gentry, 
who obey the herald's voice, and painfully hobble from all civilized re- 
gions of the globe to take their post in the grand procession. In mercy to 
their toes, let us hope that the march may not be long. The Dyspeptics, 
too, are people of good standing in the world. For them the earliest 
salmon is caught in our eastern rivers, and the shy woodcock stains the 
dry leaves with his blood in his remotest haunts, and the turtle comes 
from the far Pacific Islands to be gobbled up in soup.fl'hey can afford to 
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flavor all their dishes with indolence, which, in spite of the general opin- 
ion, is a sauce more exquisitely piquant than appetite won by exercise. 
Apoplexy is another highly respectable disease. We will rank together all 
who have the symptom of dizziness in the brain, and as fast as any drop 
’)y the way supply their places with new members of the board of alder- 
4en. 

On the other hand, here come whole tribes of people whose physical 
Bves are but a deteriorated variety of life, and themselves a meaner spe- 
cies of mankind ; so sad an effect has been wrought by the tainted breath 
of cities, scanty and unwholesome food, destructive modes of labor, and 
the lack of those moral supports that might partially have counteracted 
5uch bad influences. Behold here a train of house painters, all afflicted 
mth a peculiar sort of colic. Next in place we will marshal those work- 
men in cutlery, who have breathed a fatal disorder into their lungs with 
(he impalpable dust of steel. Tailors and shoemakers, being sedentary 
tnen, will chiefly congregate into one part of the procession and march 
mider similar banners of disease; but among them we may observe here 
4 nd there a sickly student, who has left his health between the leaves of 
l*las$ic volumes; and clerks, likewise, who have caught their deaths on 
high official stools ; and men of genius too, who have written sheet after 
with pens dipped in their hearths blood. These are a wretched, 
quaking, short-breathed set. But what is this cloud of pale-cheeked, 
lender girls, who disturb the ear with the multiplicity of their short, dry 
coughs? They are seamstresses, who have plied the daily and nightly 
needle in the service of master tailors and close-fisted contractors, until 
now it is almost time for each to hem the borders of her own shroud. Con- 
sumption points their place in the procession. With their sad sisterhood 
are intermingled many youthful maidens who have sickened in aristo- 
cratic mansions, and for whose aid science has unavailingly searched its 
volumes, and whom breathless love has watched. In our ranks the rich 
maiden and the poor seamstress may walk arm in arm. We might find in- 
numerable other instances, where the bond of mutual disease — not to 
ipeak of nation-sweeping pestilence — embraces high and low, and makes 
the king a brother of the clown. But it is not hard to own that disease is 
the natural aristocrat. Let him keep his state, and have his established 
(Htlers of rank, and wear his royal mantle of the color of a fever flush; 
and let the noble and wealthy boast their own physical infirmities, and 
display their s3nnptoms as the badges of high station. All things consid- 
ered, these are as proper subjects of human pride as any relations of hu- 
man rank that men can fix upon. 

Sound again, thou deep-breathed trumpeter 1 and herald, with thy 
voice of might, shout forth another summons that shall reach the old ba- 
ronial castles of Europe, and the rudest cabin of our western wilderness! 
What class is next to take its place in the procession of mortal life? Let it 
be those whom the gifts of intellect have united in a noble brotherhood. 

Ay, this is a reality, before which the conventional distinctions of so- 
ciety melt away like a vapor when we would grasp it with the hand. Were 
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Byron now alive, and Burns, the first would come from his ancestral ab^ 
bey, flinging aside, although unwillingly, the inherited honors of a thou- 
sand years, to take the arm of the mighty peasant who grew immortal 
while he stooped behind his plough. These are gone; but the hall, the 
farmer^s fireside, the hut, perhaps the palace, the counting-room, the 
workshop, the village, the city, life’s high places and low ones, may all 
produce their poets, whom a common temperament pervades like an elec- 
tric S5mipathy. Peer or ploughman, we will muster them pair by pair and 
shoulder to shoulder. Even society, in its most artificial state, consents to 
this arrangement. These factory girls from Lowell shall mate themselves 
with the pride of drawing-rooms and literary circles, the bluebells in 
fashion’s nosegay, the Sapphos, and Montagues, and Nortons of the age. 
Other modes of intellect bring together as strange companies. Silk- 
gowned professor of languages, give your arm to this sturdy blacksmith, 
and deem yourself honored by the :onjunction, though you behold him 
grimy from the anvil. All varieties of human speech are like his mother 
tongue to this rare man. Indiscriminately let those take their places, erf 
whatever rank they come, who possess the kingly gifts to lead armies or 
to sway a people — Nature’s generals, her lawgivers, her kings, and with 
them also the deep philosophers who think the thought in one generation 
that is to revolutionize society in the next. With the hereditary legislator 
in whom eloquence is a far-descended attainment — a rich echo repeated 
by powerful voices from Cicero downward — we will match some won- 
drous backwoodsman, who has caught a wild power of language from the 
breeze among his native forest boughs. But we may safely leave these 
brethren and sisterhood to settle their own congenialities. Our ordinary 
distinctions become so trifling, so impalpable, so ridiculously visionary, 
in comparison with a classification founded on truth, that all talk about 
the matter is immediately a common place. 

Yet the longer I reflect the less am I satisfied with the idea of forming 
a separate class of mankind on the basis of high intellectual power. At 
best it is but a higher development of innate gifts common to all. Per- 
haps, moreover, he whose genius appears deepest and truest excels his 
fellows in nothing save the knack of expression ; he throws out occasion- 
ally a lucky hint at truths of which every human soul is profoundly, 
though unutterably, conscious. Therefore, though we suffer the brother- 
hood of intellect to march onward together, it may be doubted whether 
their peculiar relation will not begin to vanish as soon as the procession 
shall have passed beyond the circle of this present world. But we do not 
classify for eternity. 

And next, let the trumpet pour forth a funereal wail, and the herald’s 
voice give breath in one vast cry to all the groans and grievous utterances 
that are audible throughout the earth. We appeal now to the sacred bond 
of sorrow, and summon the great multitude who labor under similar 
afflictions to take their places in the march. 

How many a heart that would have been insensible to any other call 
has responded to the doleful accents of that voice! \i has gone far and 
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wide, and high and low, and left scarcely a mortal roof unvisited. Indeed, 
the principle is only too universal for our purpose, and, unless we limit 
it, will quite break up our classification of mankind, and convert the 
whole procession into a funeral train. We will therefore be at some pains 
to discriminate. Here comes a lonely rich man : he has built a noble fabric 
for his dwelling-house, with a front of stately architecture and : larble 
floors and doors of precious woods; the whole structure is as beautiful as 
a dream and as substantial as the native rock. But the visionary shapes of 
a long posterity, for whose home this mansion was intended, have faded 
into nothingness since the death of the founder’s only son. The rich main 
gives a glance at his sable garb in one of the splendid mirrors of his draw- 
ing-room, and descending a flight of lofty steps instinctively offers his 
arm to yonder poverty stricken widow in the rusty black bonnet, and 
with a check apron over her patched gown. The sailor boy, who was her 
sole earthly stay, was washed overboard in a late tempest. This couple 
from the palace and the almshouse are but the t5q)es of thousands more 
who represent the dark tragedy of life and seldom quarrel for the upper 
parts. Grief is such a leveller, with its own dignity and its own humility, 
that the noble and the peasant, the beggar and the monarch, will waive 
their pretensions to external rank without the officiousness of interference 
on our part. If pride — the influence of the world’s false distinctions — re- 
main in the heart, then sorrow lacks the earnestness which makes it holy 
and reverend. It loses its reality and becomes a miserable shadow. On 
this ground we have an opportunity to assign over multitudes who would 
willingly claim places here to other parts of the procession. If the mourner 
have anything dearer than his grief he must seek his true position else- 
where. There are so many unsubstantial sorrows which the necessity of 
our mortal state begets on idleness, that an observer, casting aside senti- 
ment, is sometimes led to question whether there be any real woe, except 
absolute physical suffering and the loss of closest friends. A crowd who 
exhibit what they deem to be broken hearts — and among them many 
lovelorn maids and bachelors, and men of disappointed ambition in arts 
or politics, and the poor who were once rich, or who have sought to be 
rich in vain — the great majority of these may ask admittance into some 
other fraternity. There is no room here. Perhaps we may institute a sepa- 
rate class where such unfortunates will naturally fall into the procession. 
Meanwhile let them stand aside and patiently await their time. 

If our trumpeter can borrow a note from the doomsday trumpet blast, 
let him sound it now. The dread alarum should make the earth quake to 
its centre, for the herald is about to address mankind with a summons to 
which even the purest mortal may be sensible of some faint responding 
echo in his breast. In many bosoms it will awaken a still small voice more 
terrible than its own reverberating uproar. 

The hideous appeal has swept around the globe. Come, all ye guilty 
ones, and rank yourselves in accordance with the brotherhood of crime. 
This, indeed, is an awful summons. I almost tremble to look at the 
strange partnership^ that begin to be formed, reluctantly, but by the in* 
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vkicible necessity of like to like in this part of the procession. A forger 
from the state prison seizes the arm of a distinguished financier. How in- 
dignantly does the latter plead his fair reputation upon ’Change, and in- 
sist that his operations, by their magnificence of scope, were removed 
into quite another sphere of morality than those of his pitiful companion! 
But let him cut the connection if he can. Here comes a murderer with his 
clanking chains, and pairs himself — ^horrible to tell — with as pure and 
upright a man, in all observable respects, as ever partook of the conse- 
crated bread and wine. He is one of those, perchance the most hopeless 
of all sinners, who practise such an exemplary system of outward duties, 
that even a deadly crime may be hidden from their own sight and remen>- 
brance, under this unreal frostwork Yet he now finds his place. Why do 
that pair of flaunting girls, with the pert, affected laugh and the sly leer 
at the by-standers, intrude themselv^es into the same rank with yonder 
decorous matron, and that somewhat prudish maiden? Surely these pool 
creatures, bom to vice as their sole and natural inheritance, can be no fit 
associates for women who have beer guarded round about by all the pro- 
prieties of domestic life, and who c* >uld not err unless they first created 
the opportunity. Oh no; it must be nerely the impertinence of those un- 
blushing hussies; and we can only wonder how such respectable ladies 
should have responded to a summons that was not meant for them. 

We shall make short work of this miserable class, each member of 
which is entitled to grasp any other member’s hand, by that vile degrada- 
tion wherein guilty error has buried all alike. The foul fiend to whom it 
properly belongs must relieve us of our loathsome task. Let the bond ser-^ 
vants of sin pass on. But neither man nor woman, in whom good pre- 
dominates, will smile or sneer, nor bid the Rogues’ March be played, in 
derision of their array. Feeling within their breasts a shuddering sym- 
pathy, which at least gives token of the sin that might have been, they 
will thank God for any place in the grand procession of human existence, 
save among those most wretched ones. Many, however, will be astonished 
at the fatal impulse that drags them thitherward. Nothing is more re- 
markable than the various deceptions by which guilt conceaJs itself from 
the perpetrator’s conscience, and oftenest, perhaps, by the splendor of its 
garments. Statesmen, rulers, generals, and all men who act over an exten- 
sive sphere, are most liable to be deluded in this way; they commit wrong, 
devastation, and murder, on so grand a scale, that it impresses them as 
speculative rather than actual ; but in our procession we find them linked 
in detestable conjunction with the meanest criminals whose deeds have 
the vulgarity of petty details. Here the effect of circumstance and acci- 
dent is done away, and a man finds his rank according to the spirit of his 
crime, in whatever shape it may have been developed. 

We have called the Evil; now let us call the Good. The trumpet’s 
brazen throat should pour heavenly music over the earth, and the her- 
ald’s voice go forth with the sweetness of an angel’s accents, as if to sum- 
mon each upright man to his reward. But how is this? Does none answer 
to the call? Not one: for the just, the pure, the true,^and all who might 
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iiiost worthily obey it, shrink sadly back, as most conscious of error and 
imperfection. Then let the summons be to those whose p)ervading prin- 
ciple is Love. This classification will embrace all the truly good, and none 
in whose souls there exists not something that may expand itself into a 
heaven, both of well-doing and felicity. 

The first that presents himself is a man of wealth, who has bequeathed 
the bulk of his property to a hospital; his ghost, methinks, would have 
a better right here than his living body. But here they come, the genuine 
benefactors of their race. Some have wandered about the earth with pic- 
tures of bHss in their imagination, and with hearts that shrank sensitively 
from the idea of pain and woe, yet have studied all varieties of misery 
that human nature can endure. The prison, the insane asylum, the squa- 
lid chamber of the almshouse, the manufactory where the demon of 
machinery annihilates the human soul, and the cotton field where God’s 
image becomes a beast of burden; to these and every other scene where 
man wrongs or neglects his brother, the apostles of humanity have pene- 
trated. This missionary, black with India’s burning sunshine, shall give 
his arm to a pale-faced brother who has made himself familiar with the 
infected alleys and loathsome haunts of vice in one of our own cities. The 
generous founder of a college shall be the partner of a maiden lady of 
narrow substance, one of whose good deeds it has been to gather a little 
school of orphan children. If the mighty merchant whose benefactions 
are reckoned by thousands of dollars deem himself worthy, let him join 
the procession with her whose love has proved itself by watchings at the 
sick-bed, and all those lowly offices which bring her into actual contact 
with disease and wretchedness. And with those whose impulses have 
guided them to benevolent actions, we will rank others to whom Provi- 
dence has assigned a different tendency and different powers. Men who 
have spent their lives in generous and holy contemplation for the human 
race; those who, by a certain heavenliness of spirit, have purified the at- 
mosphere around them, and thus supplied a medium in which good and 
high things may be projected and performed — give to these a lofty place 
among the benefactors of mankind, although no deed, such as the world 
calls deeds, may be recorded of them. There are some individuals of 
whom we cannot conceive it proper that they should apply their hands to 
any earthly instrument, or work out any definite act ; and others, perhaps 
not less high, to whom it is an essential attribute to labor in body as well 
as spirit for the welfare of their brethren. Thus, if we find a spiritual sage 
whose unseen, inestimable influence has exalted the moral standard of 
mankind, we will choose for his companion some poor laborer who has 
wrought for love in the potato field of a neighbor poorer than himself. 

We have summoned this various multitude — and, to the credit of our 
nature, it is a large one — on the principle of Love. It is singular, never- 
theless, to remark the shyness that exists among many members of the 
present class, all of whom we might expect to recognize one another by 
the freemasonry of mutual goodness, and to embrace like brethren, giving 
God thanks for sueh various specimens of human excellence. But it is far 
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otherwise. Each sect surrounds its own righteousness with a hedge of 
thorns. It is difficult for the good Christian to acknowledge the good 
Pagan ; almost impossible for the good Orthodox to grasp the hand of the 
good Unitarian, leaving to their Creator to settle the matters in dispute, 
and giving their mutual efforts strongly and trustingly to whatever right 
thing is too evident to be mistaken. Then again, though the heart be 
large, yet the mind is often of such moderate dimensions as to be exclu- 
sively filled up with one idea. When a good man has long devoted himself 
to a particular kind of beneficence — to one species of reform — ^he is apt to 
become narrowed into the limits of the path wherein he treads, and to 
fancy that there is no other good to be done on earth but that selfsame 
good to which he has put his hand, and in the very mode that best suits 
his own conceptions. All else is worthless. His scheme must be wrought 
out by the united strength of the whole world’s stock of love, or the world 
is no longer worthy of a position jn the universe. Moreover, powerful 
Truth, being the rich grape juice expressed from the vineyard of the ages, 
has an intoxicating quality, when in »bibed by any save a powerful intel- 
lect, and often, as it were, impels the quaffer to quarrel in his cups. For 
such reasons, strange to say, it is harder to contrive a friendly arrange- 
ment of these brethren of love and righteousness, in the procession of life, 
than to unite even the wicked, who, indeed, are chained together by theii 
crimes. The fact is too preposterous for tears, too lugubrious for laughter. 

But, let good men push and elbow one another as they may during their 
earthly march, all will be peace among them when the honorable array or 
their procession shall tread on heavenly ground. There they will doubtless 
find that they have been working each for the other’s cause, and that 
every well-delivered stroke, which, with an honest purpose any mortal 
struck, even for a narrow object, was indeed stricken for the universal 
cause of good. Their own view may be bounded by country, creed, pro- 
fession, the diversities of individual character — but above them all is the 
breadth of Providence. How many who have deemed themselves antago- 
nists will smile hereafter, when they look back upon the world’s wide har- 
vest field, and perceive that, in unconscious brotherhood, they were help- 
ing to bind the selfsame sheaf! 

But, come! The sun is hastening westward, while the march of human 
life, that never paused before, is delayed by our attempt to rearrange its 
order. It is desirable to find some comprehensive principle, that shall ren- 
der our task easier by bringing thousands into the ranks where hitherto 
we have brought one. Therefore let the trumpet, if possible, split its bra- 
zen throat with a louder note than ever, and the herald summon all mor- 
tals, who, from whatever cause, have lost, or never found, their proper 
places in the wold. 

Obedient to this call, a great multitude come together, most of them 
with a listless gait, betokening weariness of soul, yet with a gleam of sat- 
isfaction in their faces, at a prospect of at length reaching those positions 
which, hitherto, they have vainly sought. But here will be another disap-’ 
pointment ; for we can attempt no more than merely J;o associate in one 
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fraternity all who are afflicted with the same vague trouble. Some great 
mistake in life is the chief condition of admittance into this class. Here 
are members of the learned professions, whom Providence endowed with 
special gifts for the plough, the forge, and the wheelbarrow, or for the 
routine of unintellectual business. We will assign to them, as partners in 
the march, those lowly laborers and handicraftsmen, who have pined, as 
with a dying thirst, after the unattainable fountains of knowledge. The 
latter have lost less than their companions; yet more, because they deem 
ic infinite. Perchance the two species of unfortunates may comfort one 
another. Here are Quakers with the instinct of battle in them ; and men of 
war who should have worn the broad brim. Authors shall be ranked here 
whom some freak of Nature, making game of her poor children, had im- 
bued with the confidence of genius and strong desire of fame, but has fa- 
vored with no corresponding power; and others, whose lofty gifts were un- 
accompanied with the faculty of expression, or any of that earthly ma- 
chinery by which ethereal endowments must be manifested to mankind. 
All these, therefore, are melancholy laughing-stocks. Next, here are hon- 
est and well intentioned persons, who by a want of tact — ^by inaccurate 
perceptions — by a distorting imagination — ^have been kept continually at 
cross purposes with the world and bewildered upon the path of life. Let 
us see if they can confine themselves within the line of our procession. In 
this class, likewise, we must assign places to those who have encountered 
that worst of ill success, a higher fortune than their abilities could vindi- 
cate; writers, actors, painters, the pets of a day, but whose laurels wither 
unrenewed amid their hoary hair ; politicians, whom some malicious con- 
tingency of affairs has thrust into conspicuous station, where, while the 
world stands gazing at them, the dreary consciousness of imbecility makes 
them curse their birth hour. To such men, we give for a companion him 
whose rare talents, which perhaps require a Revolution for their exercise, 
are buried in the tomb of sluggish circumstances. 

Not far from these, we must find room for one whose success has been 
of the wrong kind; the man who should have lingered in the cloisters of a 
university, digging new treasures out of the Herculaneum of antique lore, 
diffusing depth and accuracy of literature throughout his country, and 
thus making for himself a great and quiet fame. But the outward tenden- 
cies around him have proved too powerful for his inward nature, and have 
drawn him into the arena of political tumult, there to contend at disad- 
vantage, whether front to front, or side by side, with the brawny giants 
of actual life. He becomes, it may be, a name for brawling parties to 
bandy to and fro, a legislator of the Union; a governor of his native state; 
an ambassador to the courts of kings or queens ; and the world may deem 
him a man of happy stars. But not so the wise; and not so himself, when 
he looks through his experience, and sighs to miss that fitness, the one in- 
valuable touch which makes all things true and real. So much achieved, 
yet how abortive is his life! Whom shall we choose for his companion? 
Some weak framed blacksmith, perhaps, whose delicacy of muscle might 
have suited a tailo^^s shopboard better than the anvil. 
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Shall we bid the trumpet sound again? It is hardly worth the while. 
There remain a few idle men of fortune, tavern and grog-shop loungers, 
lazzaroni, old bachelors, decaying maidens, and people of crooked intel- 
lect or temper, all of whom may find their like, or some tolerable approach 
to it, in the plentiful diversity of our latter class. There too, as his ulti- 
mate destiny, must we rank the dreamer, who, all his life long, has cher- 
ished the idea that he was peculiarly apt for something, but never could 
determine what it was; and there the most unfortunate of men, whose 
purpose it has been to enjoy life’s pleasures, but to avoid a manful strug- 
gle with its toil and sorrow. The remainder, if any, may connect them- 
selves with whatever rank of the procession they shall find best adapted 
to their tastes and consciences. The worst possible fate would be to remain 
behind, shivering in the solitude ot time, while all the world is on the 
move towards eternity. Our attempt to classify society is now complete. 
The result may be anything but pe fect; yet better — to give it the very 
lowest praise — than the antique rul(‘ of the herald’s office, or the modern 
one of the tax-gatherer, whereby th«* accidents and superficial attributes, 
with which the real nature of individuals has least to do, are acted upon 
as the deepest characteristics of maiildnd. Our task is done! Now let the 
grand procession move! 

Yet pause a while! We had forgotten the Chief Marshal. 

Hark! That world-wide swell of solemn music, with the clang of a 
mighty bell breaking forth through its regulated uproar, announces his 
approach. He comes; a severe, sedate, immovable, dark rider, waving his 
truncheon of universal sway, as he passes along the lengthened line, on 
the pale horse of the Revelation. It is Death! Who else could assume the 
guidance of a procession that comprehends all humanity? And if some, 
among these many millions, should deem themselves classed amiss, yet let 
them take to their hearts the comfortable truth that Death levels us all 
into one great brotherhood, and that another state of being will surely 
rectify the wrong of this. Then breathe thy wail upon the earth’s wailing 
wind, thou band of melancholy music, made up of every sigh that the 
human heart, unsatisfied, has uttered! There is yet triumph in thy tones. 
And now we move! Beggars in their rags, and Kings trailing the regal 
purple in the dust; the Warrior’s gleaming helmet; the Priest in his sable 
robe; the hoary Grandsire, who has run life’s circle and come back to 
childhood; the ruddy School-boy with his golden curls, frisking along the 
march; the Artisan’s stuff jacket; the Noble’s star-decorated coat; — the 
whole presenting a motley spectacle, yet with a dusky grandeur brooding 
over it. Onward, onward, into that dimness where the lights of Time, 
which have blazed along the procession, are flickering in their sockets! 
And whither! We know not ; and Death, hitherto our leader, deserts us by 
the wayside, as the tramp of our innumerable footsteps echoes beyond his 
sphere. He knows not, more than we, our destined goal. But God, who 
made us, knows, and will not leave us on our toilsome and doubtful 
march, either to wander in infinite uncertainty, or perish bv the way! 
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FEATHERTOP: A MORALIZED LEGEND 


‘‘Dickon,” cried Mother Rigby, “a coal for my pipe!” 

The pipe was in the old dame’s mouth when she said these words. She 
had thrust it there after filling it with tobacco, but without stooping to 
light it at the hearth, where indeed there was no appearance of a fire hav- 
ing been kindled that morning. Forthwith, however, as soon as the order 
was given, there was an intense red glow out of the bowl of the pipe, and 
a whiff of smoke came from Mother Rigby’s lips. Whence the coal came, 
and how brought thither by an invisible hand, I have never been able to 
discover. 

“Good!” quoth Mother Rigby, with a nod of her head. “Thank ye, 
Dickon! And now for making this scarecrow. Be within call, Dickon, in 
case I need you again.” 

The good woman had risen thus early (foi as yet it was scarcely sun- 
rise) in order to set about making a scarecrow, which she intended to put 
in the middle of her corn-patch. It was now the latter week of May, and 
the crows and blackbirds had already discovered the little, green, rolled- 
up leaf of the Indian corn just peeping out of the soil. She was deter- 
mined, therefore, to contrive as lifelike a scarecrow as ever was seen, and 
^ finish it immediately, from top to toe, so that it should begin its senti- 
nel’s duty that very morning. Now Mother Rigby (as everybody must 
have heard) was one of the most cunning and potent witches in New 
England, and might, with very little trouble, have made a scarecrow ugly 
enough to frighten the minister himself. But on this occasion, as she had 
awal^ned in an uncommonly pleasant humor, and was further dulcified 
by her pipe tobacco, she resolved to produce something fine, beautiful, 
and splendid, rather than hideous and horrible. 

^‘1 don’t want to set up a hobgoblin in my own corn-patch, and almost 
at my own doorstep,” said Mother Rigby to herself, puffing out a whiff of 
smoke; “I could do it if I pleased, but I’m tired of doing marvellous 
things, and so I’ll keep within the bounds of every-day business just for 
variety’s sake. Besides, there is no use in scaring the little children for a 
mile roundabout, though ’t is true I’m a witch.” 

It was settled, therefore, in her own mind, that the scarecrow should 
represent a fine gentleman of the period, so far as the materials at hand 
would allow. Perhaps it may be as well to enumerate the chief of the art- 
icles that went to the composition of this figure. 

The most important item of all, probably, although it made so little 
show, was a certain br<x»nstick, on which Mother Rigby had taken many 
an airy gallop at midnight, and which now served the scarecrow by way 
of a spinal column, or, as the unlearned phrase it, a backbone. One of its 
arms was a disabled flail which used to be wielded by Goodman Rigby, 
before his spouse worried him out of this troublesome world ; the other, if 
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I mistake not, was composed of the pudding stick and a broken rung of a 
chair, tied loosely together at the elbow. As for its legs, the right was a 
hoe handle, and the left an undistinguished and miscellaneous stick from 
the woodpile. Its lungs, stomach, and other affairs of that kind were noth- 
ing better than a meal bag stuffed with straw. Thus we have made out the 
skeleton and entire corporosity of the scarecrow, with the exception of its 
head; and this was admirably supplied by a somewhat withered and 
shrivelled pumpkin, in which Mother Rigby cut two holes for the eyes, 
and a slit for the mouth, leaving a bluish-colored knob in the middle to 
pass for a nose. It was reallyquite a respectable face. 

‘TVe seen worse ones on human shoulders, at any rate,” said Mother 
Rigby. “And many a fine gentleman has a pumpkin head, as well as my 
scarecrow.” 

But the clothes, in this case, were to be the making of the man. So the 
good old woman took down from a peg an ancient plum-colored coat of 
London make, and with relics of enibroidery on its seams, cuffs, pocket- 
flaps, and button-holes, but lamentably worn and faded, patched at the 
elbows, tattered at the skirts, and tlireadbare all over. On the left breast 
was a round hole, whence either a star of nobility had been rent away, or 
else the hot heart of some former wearer had scorched it through and 
through. The neighbors said that this rich garment belonged to the Black 
Man’s wardrobe, and that he kept it at Mother Rigby’s cottage for the 
convenience of slipping it on whenever he wished to make a grand ap- 
pearance at the governor’s table. To match the coat there was a velvet 
waistcoat of very ample size, and formerly embroidered with foliage that 
had been as brightly golden as the maple leaves in October, but which 
had now quite vanished out of the substance of the velvet. Next came a 
pair of scarlet breeches, once worn by the French governor of Louisbourg, 
and the knees of which had touched the lower step of the throne of Louis 
le Grand. The Frenchman had given these smallclothes to an Indian pow - 
wow, who parted with them to the old witch for a gill of strong waters, at 
one of their dances in the forest. Furthermore, IMother Rigby produced a 
pair of silk stockiiigs and put them on the figure’s legs, where they showed 
as unsubstantial as a dream, with the wooden reality of the two sticks 
making itself miserably apparent through the holes. Lastly, she put her 
dead husband’s wig on the bare scalp of the pumpkin, and surmounted 
the whole with a dusty three-cornered hat, in which was stuck the longest 
tail feather of a rooster. 

Then the old dame stood the figure up in a corner of her cottage and 
chuckled to behold its yellow semblance of a visage, with its nobby little 
nose thrust into the air. It had a strangely self-satisfied aspect, and seen^d 
to say, “Come look at me I ” 

“And you are well worth looking at, that’s a fact! ” quoth Mother Rig- 
by, in admiration at her own handiwork. “I’ve made many a puppet since 
I’ve been a witch, but methinks this is the finest of them all. ’Tis almost 
too good for a scarecrow. And, by the by. I’ll just fill a fresh pipe of 
bacco and then take him out to the corn-patch.” • 
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While filling her pipe the old woman continued to gaze with almost 
motherly affection at the figure in the corner. To say the truth, whether it 
were chance, or skill, or downright witchcraft, there was something won- 
derfully human in this ridiculous shape, bedizened with its tattered fin- 
ery ; and as for the countenance, it appeared to shrivel its yellow surface 
into a grin — a funny kind of expression betwixt scorn and merriment, as 
if it understood itself to be a jest at mankind. The more Mother Rigby 
looked the better she was pleased. 

“Dickon,” cried she sharply, “another coal for my pipe!” 

Hardly had she spoken, than, just as before, there was a red-glowing 
coal on the top of the tobacco. She drew in a long whiff and puffed it forth 
again into the bar of morning sunshine which struggled through the one 
dusty pane of her cottage window. Mother Rigby always liked to flavor 
her pipe with a coal of fire from the particular chimney corner whence 
this had been brought. But where that chimney corner might be, or who 
brought the coal from it, — further than that the invisible messenger 
seemed to respond to the name of Dickon, — I cannot tell. 

“That puppet yonder,” thought Mother Rigby, still with her eyes fixed 
on the scarecrow, “is too good a piece of work to stand all summer in a 
corn-patch, frightening away the crows and blackbirds. He’s capable of 
better things. Why, I’ve danced with a worse one, when partners hap- 
pened to be scarce, at our witch meetings in the forest! What if I should 
let him take his chance among the other men of straw and empty fellows 
who go bustling about the world?” 

The old witch took three or four more whiffs of her pipe and smiled. 

“He’ll meet plenty of his brethren at every street corner!” continued 
she. “Well; I didn’t mean to dabble in witchcraft to-day, further than 
the lighting of my pipe, but a witch I am, and a witch I’m likely to be, 
and there’s no use trying to shirk it. I’ll make a man of my scarecrow, 
were it only for the joke’s sake! ” 

While muttering these words, Mother Rigby took the pipe from her 
own mouth and thrust it into the crevice which represented the same fea- 
ture in the pumpkin visage of the scarecrow. 

“Puff, darling, puff!” said she. “Puff away, my fine fellow! your life 
depends on it!” 

This was a strange exhortation, undoubtedly, to be addressed to a 
mere thing of sticks, straw, and old clothes, with nothing better than a 
shrivelled pumpkin for a head, — as we know to have been the scarecrow’s 
case. Nevertheless, as we must carefully hold in remembrance, Mother 
Rigby was a witch of singular power and dexterity; and, keeping this fact 
duly before our minds, we shall see nothing beyond credibility in the re- 
markable incidents of our story. Indeed, the great difficulty will be at 
once got over, if we can only bring ourselves to believe that, as soon as 
the old dame bade him puff, there came a whiff of smoke from the scare- 
crow’s mouth. It was the very feeblest of whiffs, to be sure; but it was 
followed by another and another, each more decided than the preceding 
one. 4 
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^Tuff away, my pet I puff away, my pretty one!’’ Mother Rigby kept 
repeating, with her pleasantest smile. ^It is the breath of life to ye; and 
that you may take my word for.” 

Beyond all question the pipe was bewitched. There must have been 2 
spell either in the tobacco or in the fiercely-glowing coal that so mysteri- 
ously burned on top of it, or in the pungently-aromatic smoke which ex» 
haled from the kindled weed. The figure, after a few doubtful attempts 
at length blew forth a volley of smoke extending all the way from the ob^ 
scure corner into the bar of sunshine. There it eddied and melted away 
among the motes of dust. It seemed a convulsive effort; for the two or 
three next whiffs were fainter, although the coal still glowed and threw a 
gleam over the scarecrow’s visage. The old witch clapped her skinny 
hands together, and smiled encouragingly upon her handiwork. She saw 
that the charm worked well. The shrivelled, yellow face, which hereto- 
fore had been no face at all, had alre tdy a thin, fantastic haze, as it were 
of human likeness, shifting to and fro across it; sometimes vanishing en- 
tirely, but growing more perceptible than ever with the next whiff from 
the pipe. The whole figure, in like manner, assumed a show of life, such 
as we impart to ill-defined shapes among the clouds, and half deceive our- 
selves with the pastime of our own fjmcy. 

If we must needs pry closely into the matter, it may be doubted 
whether there was any real change, after all, in the sordid, wornout, 
worthless, and ill-jointed substance of the scarecrow; but merely a spec- 
tral illusion, and a cunning effect of light and shade so colored and con- 
trived as to delude the eyes of most men. The miracles of witchcraft seem 
always to have had a very shallow subtlety; and, at least, if the above 
explanation do not hit the t^^uth of the process, I can suggest no better. 

“Well puffed, my pretty lad!” still cried old Mother Rigby. “Come, 
another good stout whiff, and let it be with might and main. Puff for thy 
life, I tell thee! Puff out of the very bottom of thy heart, if any heart thou 
hast, or any bottom to it! Well done, again! Thou didst suck in that 
mouthful as if for the pure love of it.” 

And then the witch beckoned to the scarecrow, throwing so much 
magnetic potency into her gesture that it seemed as if it must inevitably 
be obeyed, like the mystic call of the loadstone when it summons the 
iron. 

“Why lurkest thou in the corner, lazy one?” said she. “Step forth* 
Thou hast the world before thee!” 

Upon my word, if the legend were not one which I heard on my 
grandmother’s knee, and which had established its place among thingi 
credible before my childish judgment could analyze its probability,^! 
question whether I should have the face to tell it now. 

In obedience to Mother Rigby’s word, and extending its arm as if to 
reach her outstretched hand, the figure made a step forward — a kind of 
hitch and jerk, however, rather than a step — then tottered and almost 
lost its balance. What could the witch expect? It was nothing, after all, 
but a scarecrow stuck upon two sticks. But the strong»willed old beldam 
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scowled, and beckoned, and flung the energy of her purpose so forcibly 
at this poor combination of rotten wood, and musty straw, and ragged 
garments, that it was compelled to show itself a man, in spite of the re- 
ality of things. So it stepped into the bar of sunshine. There it stood — 
poor devil of a contrivance that it was! — ^with only the thinnest vesture 
of human similitude about it, through which was evident the stiff, rick- 
ety, incongruous, faded, tattered, good-for-nothing patchwork of its sub- 
stance, ready to sink in a heap upon the floor, as conscious of its own 
unworthiness to be erect. Shall I confess the truth? At its present point 
of vivification, the scarecrow reminds me of some of the lukewarm and 
abortive characters, composed of heterogeneous materials, used for the 
thousandth time, and never worth using, with which romance writers 
(and myself, no doubt, among the rest) have so overpeopled the world 
of fiction. 

But the fierce old hag began to get angry and show a glimpse of her 
diabolic nature (like a snake’s head, peeping with a hiss out of her 
bosom) , at this pusillanimous behavior of the thing which she had taken 
the trouble to put together. 

^Tuff away, wretch!” cried she, wrathfully. ^^Puff, puff, puff, thou 
thing of straw and emptiness! thou rag or two! thou meal bag! thou 
pumpkin head! thou nothing! Where shall I find a name vile enough to 
call thee by? Puff, I say, and suck in thy fantastic life with the smoke! 
else I snatch the pipe from thy mouth and hurl thee where that red coal 
came from.” 

Thus threatened, the unhappy scarecrow had nothing for it but to 
puff away for dear life. As need was, therefore, it applied itself lustily to 
the pipe, and sent forth such abundant volleys of tobacco smoke that 
the small cottage kitchen became all vaporous. The one sunbeam strug- 
gled mistily through, and could but imperfectly define the image of the 
cracked and dusty window pane on the opposite wall. Mother Rigby, 
meanwhile, with one brown arm akimbo and the other stretched towards 
the figure, loomed grimly amid the obscurity with such port and expres- 
sion as when she was wont to heave a ponderous nightmare on her vic- 
tims and stand at the bedside to enjoy their agony. In fear and trem- 
bling did this poor scarecrow puff. But its efforts, it must be acknowl- 
edged, served an excellent purpose; for, with each successive whiff, the 
figure lost more and more of its dizzy and perplexing tenuity and seemed 
to take denser substance. Its very garments, moreover, partook of the 
magical change, and shone with the gloss of novelty and glistened with 
the skilfully embroidered gold that had long ago been rent away. And, 
h^f revealed among the smoke, a yellow visage bent its lustreless eyes 
on Mother Rigby. 

At last the old witch clinched her fist and shook it at the figure. Not 
that she was positively angry, but merely acting on the principle — ^per- 
haps untrue, or not the only truth, though as high a one as Mother Rig- 
by could be expected to attain — that feeble and torpid natures, being 
incapable of bettei inspiration, must be stirred up by fear. But here was 
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the crisis. Should she fail in what she now sought to effect, it was hei 
ruthless purpose to scatter the miserable simulacre into its original ele- 
ments. 

“Thou hast a man’s aspect,” said she, sternly. “Have also the echo 
and mockery of a voice! I bid thee speak!” 

The scarecrow gasped, struggled, and at length emitted a murmur, 
which was so incorporated with its smoky breath that you could scarcely 
tell whether it were indeed a voice or only a whiff of tobacco. Some nar- 
rators of this legend hold the opinion that Mother Rigby’s conjurations 
and the fierceness of her will had compelled a familiar spirit into the 
figure, and that the voice was his. 

“Mother,” mumbled the poor stifled voice, “be not so awful with me! 
I would fain speak; but being withe >ut wits, what can I say?” 

“Thou canst speak, darling, cans thou?” cried Mother Rigby, relax- 
ing her grim countenance into a smile. “And what shalt the)u say, 
quotha! Say, indeed! Art thou of jhe brotherhood of the empty skull, 
and demandest of me what thou shalt say? Thou shalt say a thousand 
things, and saying them a thousand times over, thou shalt still have said 
nothing! Be not afraid, I tell thee When thou comest into the world 
(whither I purpose sending thee )orthwith) thou shalt not lack the 
wherewithal to talk. Talk! Why, thou shall babble like a mill-stream, if 
thou wilt. Thou hast brains enough for that, I trow!” 

“At your service, mother,” responded the figure. 

“And that was well said, my pretty one,” answered Mother Rigby. 
“Then thou speakest like thyself, and meant nothing. Thou shalt have 
a hundred such set phrases, and five hundred to the boot of them. And 
now, darling, I have taken so much pains with thee and thou art so 
beautiful, that, by my troth, I love thee better than any witch’s puppet 
in the world; and I’ve made them of all sorts — clay, wax, straw, sticks, 
night fog, morning mist, sea foam, and chimney smoke. But thou art the 
very best. So give heed to what I say.” 

“Yes, kind mother,” said the figure, “with all my heart!” 

“With all thy heart!” cried the old witch, setting her hands to her 
sides and laughing loudly. “Thou hast such a pretty way of speaking. 
With all thy heart! And thou didst put thy hand to the left side of thy 
waistcoat as if thou really hadst one!” 

So now, in high good humor with this fantastic contrivance of hers, 
Mother Rigby told the scarecrow that it must go and play its part in the 
great world, where not one man in a hundred, she affirmed, was gifted 
with more real substance than itself. And, that he rr.ight hold up his 
head with the best of them, she endowed him, on the spot, with an urn 
reckonable amount of wealth. It consisted partly of a gold mine in Eldo- 
rado, and of ten thousand shares in a broken bubble, and of half a mil- 
lion acres of vineyard at the North Pole, and of a castle in the air, and 
a chateau in Spain, together with all the rents and income therefrom 
accruing. She further made over to him the cargo of a certain ship, laden 
with saJt of Cadiz, which she herself, by her necaomantic arts, had 
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caused to founder, ten years before, in the deepest part of mid-ocean. 
If the salt were not dissolved, and could be brought to market, it would 
fetch a pretty penny among the fishermen. That he might not lack ready 
money, she gave him a copper farthing of Birmingham manufacture, 
being all the coin she had about her, and likewise a great deal of brass, 
which she applied to his forehead, thus making it yellower than ever. 

“With that brass alone,’’ quoth Mother Rigby, “thou canst pay thy 
way all over the earth. Kiss me, pretty darling! I have done my best for 
thee.” 

Furthermore, that the adventurer might lack no possible advantage 
towards a fair start in life, this excellent old dame gave him a token by 
which he was to introduce himself to a certain magistrate, member of 
the council, merchant, and elder of the church (the four capacities con- 
stituting but one man), who stood at the head of society in the neigh- 
boring metropolis. The token was neither more nor less than a single 
word, which Mother Rigby whispered to the scarecrow, and which the 
scarecrow was to whisper to the merchant. 

“Gouty as the old fellow is, he’ll run thy errands for thee, when once 
thou hast given him that word in his ear,” said the old witch. “Mother 
Rigby knows the worshipful Justice Gookin, and the worshipful Justice 
knows Mother Rigby!” 

Here the witch thrust her wrinkled face close to the pupp>et’s, chuck- 
ling irrepressibly, and fidgeting all through her system, with delight at 
the idea which she meant to communicate. 

“The worshipful Master Gookin,” whispered she, “hath a comely 
maiden to his daughter. And hark ye, my pet! Thou hast a fair outside, 
and a pretty wit enough of thine own. Yea, a pretty wit enough! Thou 
'^"ilt think better of it when thou hast seen more of other people’s wits. 
Now, with thy outside and thy inside, thou art the very man to win a 
young girl’s heart. Never doubt it! I tell thee it shall be so. Put but a 
bold face on the matter, sigh, smile, flourish thy hat, thrust forth thy leg 
like a dancing-master, put thy right hand to the left side of thy waist- 
coat, and pretty Polly Gookin is thine own ! ” 

All this while the new creature had been sucking in and exhaling the 
vapory fragrance of his pipe, and seemed now to continue this occupa- 
tion as much for the enjoyment it afforded as because it was an essential 
condition of his existence. It was wonderful to see how exceedingly like 
a human being it behaved. Its eyes (for it appeared to possess a pair) 
were bent on Mother Rigby, and at suitable junctures it nodded or 
shook its head. Neither did it lack words proper for the occasion: “Real- 
ly! Indeed! Pray tell me! Is it possible! Upon my word! By no means! 
Oh! Ah! Hem!” and other such weighty utterances as imply attention, 
inquiry, acquiescence, or dissent on the part of the auditor. Even had 
you stood by and seen the scarecrow made, you could scarcely have re- 
sisted the conviction that it perfectly understood the cunning counsels 
which ibe old witch poured into its counterfeit of an ear. The more 
earnestly it applied its lips to the pipe, the more distinctly was its human 
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likeness stamped among visible realities, the more sagacious grew its 
expression, the more lifelike its gestures and movements, and the more 
intelligibly audible its voice. Its garments, too, glistened so much the 
brighter with an illusory magnificence. The very pipe, in which burned 
the spell of all this wonderwork, ceased to appear as a smoke-blackened 
earthen stump, and became a meerschaum, with painted bowl and am- 
ber mouthpiece. 

It might be apprehended, however, that as the life of the illusion 
seemed identical with the vapor of the pipe, it would terminate simulta- 
neously with the reduction of the tobacco to ashes. But the beldam fore- 
saw the difficulty. 

“Hold thou the pipe, my precious one,” said she, “while I fill it for 
thee again.” 

It was sorrowful to behold how the fine gentleman began to fade back 
into a scarecrow while Mother Rigby shook the ashes out of the pipe and 
proceeded to replenish it from her tobacco-box. 

“Dickon,” cried she, in her high sharp tone, “another coal tor this 
pipe!” 

No sooner said than the intensely red speck of fire was glowing within 
the pipe-bowl; and the scarecrow, without waiting for the witch’s bid- 
ding, applied the tube to his lips and drew in a few short, convulsive 
whiffs, which soon, however, became regular and equable. 

“Now, mine own heart’s darling,” quoth Mother Rigby, “whatevei 
may happen to thee, thou must stick to thy pipe. Thy life is in it; and 
that, at least, thou knowest well, if thou knowest nought besides. Stick 
to thy pipe, I say! Smoke, puff, blow thy cloud; and tell the people, if 
any question be made, that it is for thy health, and that so the physician 
orders thee to do. And, sweet one, when thou shall find thy pipe getting 
low, go apart into some corner, and (first filling thyself with smoke) 
cry sharply, ‘Dickon, a fresh pipe of tobacco!’ and, ‘Dickon, another 
coal for my pipe! ’ and have it into thy pretty mouth as speedily as may 
be. Else, instead of a gallant gentleman in a gold-laced coat, thou wilt 
be but a jumble of sticks and tattered clothes, and a bag of straw, and a 
withered pumpkin! Now depart, my treasure, and good luck go with 
thee!” 

“Never fear, mother!” said the figure, in a stout voice, and sending 
forth a courageous whiff of smoke, “I will thrive, if an honest man and 
a gentleman may!” 

“Oh, thou wilt be the death of me!” cried the old witch, convulsed 
with laughter. “That was well said. If an honest man and a gentleman 
may! Thou playest thy part to perfection. Get along with thee for a 
smart fellow; and I will wager on thy head, as a man of pith and sub- 
stance, with a brain and what they call a heart, and all else that a man 
should have, against any other thing on two legs. I hold myself a better 
witch than yesterday, for thy sake. Did not I make thee? And I defy any 
witch in New England to make such another! Here; take my staff along 
viththeel” • • 
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The staff, though it was but a plain oaken stick, immediately took 
the aspect of a gold-headed cane. 

‘That gold head has as much sense in it as thine own,’’ said Mother 
Rigby, “and it will guide thee straight to worshipful Master Gookin’s 
door. Get thee gone, my pretty pet, my darling, my precious one, my 
treasure; and if any ask thy name, it is Feathertop. For thou liast a 
feather in thy hat, and I have thrust a handful of feathers into the hol- 
low of thy head, and thy wig, too, is of the fashion they call Feather- 
top, — so be Feathertop thy name!” 

And, issuing from the cottage, Feathertop strode manfully towards 
town. Mother Rigby stood at the threshold, well pleased to see how the 
sunbeams glistened on him, as if all his magnificence were real, and how 
diligently and lovingly he smoked his pipe, and how handsomely he 
walked, in spite of a little stiffness of his legs. She watched him until 
out of sight, and threw a witch benediction after her darling, when a 
turn of the road snatched him from her view. 

Betimes in the forenoon, when the principal street of the neighboring 
town was just at its acme of life and bustle, a stranger of very distin- 
guished figure was seen on the sidewalk. His port as well as his garments 
betokened nothing short of nobility. He wore a richly-embroidered 
plum-colored coat, a waistcoat of costly velvet, magnificently adorned 
with golden foliage, a pair of splendid scarlet breeches, and the finest 
and glossiest of white silk stockings. His head was covered with a peruke, 
so daintily powdered and adjusted that it would have been sacrilege tc 
disorder it with a hat; which, therefore (and it was a gold-laced hat, set 
off with a snowy feather), he carried beneath his arm. On the breast of 
his coat glistened a star. He managed his gold-headed cane with an airy 
grace, peculiar to the fine gentlemen of the period ; and, to give the high- 
est possible finish to his equipment, he had lace ruffles at his wrist, of a 
most ethereal delicacy, sufficiently avouching how idle and aristocratic 
must be the hands which they half concealed. 

It was a remarkable point in the accoutrement of this brilliant per- 
sonage that he held in his left hand a fantastic kind of a pipe, with an 
exquisitely painted bowl and an amber mouthpiece. This he applied to 
his lips as often as every five or six paces, and inhaled a deep whiff of 
smoke, which, after being retained a moment in his lungs, might be seen 
to eddy gracefully from his mouth and nostrils. 

As may well be supposed, the street was all astir to find out the stran- 
ger’s name. 

“It is some great nobleman, beyond question,” said one of the towns- 
people. “Do you see the star at his breast?” 

“Nay; it is too bright to be seen,” said another. “Yes; he must needs 
be a nobleman, as you say. But by what conveyance, think you, can his 
lordship have voyaged or travelled hither? There has been no vessel 
from the old country for a month past; and if he have arrived overland 
from the southward, pray where are his attendants and equipage?^’ 
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needs no equipage to set off his rank/’ remarked a third. he 
aime among us in rags, nobility would shine through a hole in his elbow. 
1 never saw such dignity of aspect. He has the old Norman blood in his 
veins, I warrant him.” 

rather take him to be a Dutchman, or one of your high Germans,” 
said another citizen. ‘‘The men of those countries have always the pipe 
at their mouths.” 

“And so has a Turk,” answered his companion. “But, in my judg- 
ment, this stranger hath been bred at the French court, and hath there 
learned politeness and grace of manner, which none understand so well 
as the nobility of France. That gait, now! A vulgar spectator might 
deem it stiff — ^he might call it a hitch and jerk — but, to my eye, it hath 
an unspeakable majesty, and must have been acquired by constant ob- 
servation of the deportment of the Grand Monarque. The stranger’s 
character and office are evident en(*ugh. He is a French ambassador, 
come to treat with our rulers about tbe cession of Canada.” 

“More probably a Spaniard,” said another, “and hence his yellow 
complexion; rt most likely, he is from the Havana, or from some port 
on the Spanish main, and comes to make investigation about the piracies 
ivhich our government is thought to connive at. Those settlers in Peru 
<md Mexico have skins as yellow as the gold which they dig out of theii 
Inines.” 

“Yellow or not,” cried a lady, “he is a beautiful man! — ^so tall, so 
ilender! such a fine, noble face, with so well-shaped a nose, and all that 
delicacy of expression about the mouth! And, bless me, how bright his 
star is! It positively shoots out flames!” 

“So do your eyes, fair lady,” said the stranger, with a bow and a flour- 
ish of his pipe; for he was just passing at the instant. “Upon my honor, 
they have quite dazzled me.” 

“Was ever so original and exquisite a compliment?” murmured the 
lady, in an ecstasy of delight. 

Amid the general admiration excited by the stranger’s appearance, 
there were only two dissenting voices. One was that of an impertinent 
cur, which, after snuffing at the heels of the glistening figure, put its tail 
between its legs and skulked into its master’s back yard, vociferating an 
execrable howl. The other dissentient was a young child, who squalled 
at the fullest stretch of his lungs, and babbit some unintelligible non- 
sense about a pumpkin, 

Feathertop meanwhile pursued his way along the street. Except for 
the few complimentary words to the lady, and now and then a slight in- 
clination of the head in requital of the profound reverences of the by- 
standers, he seemed wholly absorbed in his pipe. There needed no other 
proof of his rank and consequence than the perfect equanimity with 
which he comported himself, while the curiosity and admiration of the 
town swelled almost into clamor around him. With a crowd gathering 
behind his footsteps, he finally reached the mansion-house of the wor- 
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shipful Justice Gookin, entered the gate, ascended the steps of the front 
door, and knocked. In the interim, before his summons was answered, 
the stranger was observed to shake the ashes out of his pipe. 

“What did he say in that sharp voice?” inquired one of the specta- 
tors. 

“Nay, I know not,” answered his friend. “But the sun dazzles my eyes 
strangely. How dim and faded his lordship looks all of a sudden! Bless 
my wits, what is the matter with me?” 

“The wonder is,” said the other, “that his pipe, which was out only an 
instant ago, should be all alight again, and with the reddest coal I ever 
saw. There is something mysterious about this stranger. What a whift 
of smoke was that! Dim and faded did you call him? Why, as he turns 
about the star on his breast is all ablaze.” 

“It is, indeed,” said his companion; “and it will go near to dazzle 
pretty Polly Gookin, whom I see peeping at it out of the chamber win 
dow.” 

The door being now opened, Feathertop turned to the crowd, made 2, 
stately bend of his body like a great man acknowledging the reverence 
of the meaner sort, and vanished into the house. There was a mysterious 
kind of a smile, if it might not better be called a grin or grimace, upon 
his visage; but, of all the throng that beheld him, not an individual ap 
pears to have possessed insight enough to detect the illusive charactei 
of the stranger except a little child and a cur dog. 

Our legend here loses somewhat of its continuity, and, passing over 
the preliminary explanation between Feathertop and the merchant, goes 
in quest of the pretty Polly Gookin. She was a damsel of a soft, round 
figure, with light hair and blue eyes, and a fair, rosy face, which seemed 
neither very shrewd nor very simple. This young lady had caught a 
glimpse of the glistening stranger while standing on the threshold, and 
had forthwith put on a laced cap, a string of beads, her finest kerchief, 
and her stiffest damask petticoat in preparation for the interview. 
Hurrying from her chamber to the parlor, she had ever since been 
viewing herself in the large looking-glass and practising pretty airs — 
now a smile, now a ceremonious dignity of aspect, and now a softer 
smile than the former, kissing her hand likewise, tossing her head, and 
managing her fan ; while within the mirror an unsubstantial little maid 
repeated every gesture and did all the foolish things that Polly did, 
but without making her ashamed of them. In short, it was the fault of 
pretty Polly’s ability rather than her will if she failed to be as complete 
an artifice as the illustrious Feathertop himself; and, when she thus 
tampered with her own simplicity, the witch’s phantom might well 
hope to win her. 

No sooner did Polly hear her father’s gouty footsteps approaching 
the parlor door, accompanied with the stiff clatter of Feathertop’s 
high-heeled shoes, than she seated herself bolt upright and innocently 
began warbling a song. 
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‘Tolly I daughter Polly!’’ cried the old merchant. “Come hither, 
child.” 

Master Gookin’s aspect, as he opened the door, was doubtful and 
troubled. 

“This gentleman,” continued he, presenting the stranger, “is the 
Chevalier Feathertop, — nay, I beg his pardon, my Lord Feathertop, 
— ^who hath brought me a token of remembrance from an ancient 
friend of mine. Pay your duty to his lordship, child, and honor him as 
his quality deserves.” 

After these few words of introduction, the worshipful magistrate 
immediately quitted the room. But, even in that brief moment, had the 
fair Polly glanced aside at her father instead of devoting herself wholly 
to the brilliant guest, she might ha^^e taken warning of some mischief 
nigh at hand. The old man was nervous, fidgety, and very pale. Pur- 
posing a smile of courtesy, he had deformed his face with a sort of 
galvanic grin, which, when Feathertop’s back was turned, he ex- 
changed for a scowl, at the same tin»e shaking his fist and stamping his 
gouty foot — ^an incivility which brought its retribution along with it. 
The truth appears to have been that Mother Rigby’s word of intro- 
duction, whatever it might be, had operated far more on the rich mer- 
chants fears than on his good will. Moreover, being a man of wonder- 
fully acute observation, he had noticed that these painted figures on 
the bowl of Feathertop’s pipe were in motion. Looking more closely, 
he became convinced that these figures were a party of little demons, 
each duly provided with horns and a tail, and dancing hand in hand, 
with gestures of diabolical merriment, round the circumference of the 
pipe bowl. As if to confirm his suspicions, while Master Gookin ush- 
ered his guest along a dusky passage from his private room to the 
parlor, the star on Feathertop’s breast had scintillated actual flames, 
and threw a flickering gleam upon the wall, the ceiling, and the floor. 

With such sinister prognostics manifesting themselves on all hands, 
it is not to be marvelled at that the merchant should have felt that he 
was committing his daughter to a very questionable acquaintance. He 
cursed, in his secret soul, the insinuating elegance of Feathertop’s 
manners, as this brilliant personage bowed, smiled, put his hand on his 
heart, inhaled a long whiff from his pipe, and enriched the atmosphere 
with the smoky vapor of a fragrant and visible sigh. Gladly would 
poor Master Gookin have thrust his dangerous guest into the street ; but 
there was a constraint and terror within him. This respectable old gentle- 
man, we fear, at an earlier period of life, had given some pledge or other 
to the evil principle, and perhaps was now to redeem it by the sacrifice 
of his daughter. 

It so happened that the parlor door was partly of glass, shaded by a 
silken curtain, the folds of which hung a little awry. So strong was the 
merchant’s interest in witnessing what was to ensue between the fair Polly 
and the gallant Feathertop that, after quitting the room, he could by no 
means refrain from peeping through the crevice of the^urtain. 
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But there was nothing very miraculous to be seen; nothing — except the 
trifles previously noticed — to confirm the idea of a supernatural peril en- 
v^ironing the pretty Polly. The stranger it is true was evidently a thorough 
and practised man of the world, systematic and self-possessed, and there- 
fore the sort of a person to whom a parent ought not to confide a siiDpJt. 
young girl without due watchfulness for the result. The worthSiaTJ^^'- 
trate, who had been conversant with all degrees and qualities 
could not but perceive every motion and gesture of the distingt^i^, 
Feathertop came in its proper place; nothing had been left rude or nati* 
in him; a well-digested conventionalism had incorporated itself tb#» 
oughly with his substance and transformed him into a work of art. 
haps it was this peculiarity that invested him with a species of ghastlint^^s 
and awe. It is the effect of anything completely and consummately arti 
ficial, in human shape, that the person impresses us as an unreality an( 
as having hardly pith enough to cast a shadow upon the floor. As regarded 
Feathertop, all this resulted in a wild, extravagant, and fantastical im- 
pression, as if his life and being were akin to the smoke that curled up- 
ward from his pipe. 

But pretty Polly Gookin felt not thus. The pair were now promenad- 
ing the room: Feathertop with his dainty stride and no less dainty grim- 
ace: the girl with a native maidenly grace, just touched, not spoiled, by a 
slightly affected manner, which seemed caught from the perfect artifice 
of her companion. The longer the interview continued, the more charmed 
was pretty Polly, until, within the first quarter of an hour (as the olr< 
magistrate noted by his watch) , she was evidently beginning to be in love. 
Nor need it nave been witchcraft that subdued her in such a hurry; the 
poor child’s heart, it may be, was so very fervent that it melted her with 
its own warmth as reflected from the hollow semblance of a lover. No mat- 
ter what Feathertop said, his words found depth and reverberation in her 
ear; no matter what he did, his action was heroic to her eye. And by this 
time it is to be supposed there was a blush on Polly’s cheek, a tender smile 
about her mouth, and a liquid softness in her glance; while the star kept 
coruscating on Feathertop’s breast, and the little demons careered with 
more frantic merriment than ever about the circumference of his pipe 
bowl. O pretty Polly Gookin, why should these imps rejoice so madly that 
a silly maiden’s heart was about to be given to a shadow I Is it so unusual 
a misfortune, so rare a triumph? 

By and by Feathertop paused, and throwing himself into an imposing 
attitude, seemed to summon the fair girl to survey his figure and resist 
him longer if she could. His star, his embroidery, his buckles glowed at 
that instant with unutterable splendor; the picturesque hues of his attire 
took a richer depth of coloring; there was a gleam and polish over his 
whole presence betokening the perfect witchery of well-ordered manners. 
The maiden raised her eyes and suffered them to linger upon her compan- 
ion with a bashful and admiring gaze. Then, as if desirous of judging 
what value her own simple comeliness might have side by side witli so 
much brilliancy, fhe cast a glance towards the full-length looking-glass ir 
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front of which they happened to be standing. It was one of the truest 
plates in the world and incapable of flattery. No sooner did the images 
therein reflected meet Polly^s eye than she shrieked, shrank from the 
stranger’s side, gazed at him for a moment in the wildest dismay, and 
sank insensible upon the floor. Feathertop likewise had looked towards 
^ Vror, and there beheld, not the glittering mockery of his outside 
^ out a picture of the sordid patchwork of his real composition, 

' apped of all witchcraft. 

The wretched simulacrum! We almost pity him. He threw up his arms 
^ ith an expression of despair that went further than any of his previous 
manifestations towards vindicating his claims to be reckoned human ; for, 
perchance the only time since this so often empty and deceptive life of 
fnortals began its course, an illusion had seen and fully recognized itself. 

Mother Rigby was seated by her kitchen hearth in the twilight of this 
eventful day, and had just shaken the ashes out of a new pipe, when she 
heard a hurried tramp along the road Yet it did not seem so much the 
tramp of human footsteps as the clatter of sticks or the rattling of dry 
bones. 

^‘Ha!” thought the old witch, “what step is that? Whose skeleton is 
out of its grave now, I wonder?” 

A figure burst headlong into the cottage door. It was Feathertop! His 
pipe was still alight; the star still flamed upon his breast; the embroidery 
still glowed upon his garments; nor had he lost, in any degree or manner 
^that could be estimated, the aspect that assimilated him with our mortal 
brotherhood. But yet, in some indescribable way (as is the case with all 
that has deluded us when once found out), the poor reality was felt be- 
neath the cunning artifice. 

“What has gone wrong?” demanded the witch. “Did yonder sniffling 
hypocrite thrust my darling from his door? The villain! I’ll set twenty 
fiends to torment him till he offer thee his daughter on his bended knees! 

“No, mother,” said Feathertop despondingly; “it was not that.” 

“Did the girl scorn my precious one?” asked Mother Rigby, her fierce 
eyes glowing like two coals of Tophet. “I’ll cover her face with pimples! 
Her nose shall be as red as the coal in thy pipe! Her front teeth shall drop 
out! In a week hence she shall not be worth thy having! ” 

“Let hir alone, mother,” answered poor Feathertop; “the girl was half 
won; and methinks a kiss from her sweet lips might have made me alto- 
gether human. But,” he added, after a brief pause and then a howl of 
self-contempt, “I’ve seen myself, mother! I’ve seen myself for the wretch- 
ed, ragged, empty thing I am! I’ll exist no longer! ” 

Snatching the pipe from his mouth, he flung it with all his might 
against the chimney, and at the same instant sank upon the floor, a med- 
ley of straw and tattered garments, with some sticks protruding from the 
heap, and a shrivelled pumpkin in the midst. The eyeholes were now 
lustreless; but the rudely-carved gap, that just before had been a mouth, 
still seemed to twist itself into a despairing grin, and was so far human. 

“Poor fellow! ” quoth Mother Rigby, with a rueful glance at the relics 
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of her ill-fated contrivance. “My poor, dear, pretty Feathertop! There 
are thousands upon thousands of coxcombs and charlatans in the world, 
made up of just such a jumble of wornout, forgotten, and good-for-noth- 
ing trash as he was! Yet they live in fair repute, and never see themselves 
for what they are. And why should my poor puppet be the only one to 
know himself and perish for it?” 

While thus muttering, the witch had filled a fresh pipe of tobacco, and 
held the stem between her fingers, as doubtful whether to thrust it into 
her own mouth or Feathertop^s. 

“Poor Feathertop!” she continued. “I could easily give him another 
chance and send him forth again tomorrow. But no; his feelings are too 
tender, his sensibilities too deep. He seems to have too much heart to 
bustle for his own advantage in such an empty and heartless world. Well! 
well! I’ll make a scarecrow of him after all. ’Tis an innocent and useful 
vocation, and will suit my darling well; and, if each of his human breth- 
ren had as fit a one, ’t would be the better for mankind ; and as for this 
pipe of tobacco, I need it more than he.” 

So saying. Mother Rigby put the stem between her lips. “Dickon!” 
criec she, ir her high, sharp tone, “another coal for my pipe! ” 


EGOTISM;^ OR, THE BOSOM SERPENT 

[From the Unpublished “Allegories of the Heart.”] 

“Here he comes!” shouted the boys along the street. “Here comes the 
man with a snake in his bosom! ” 

This outcry, saluting Herkimer’s ears as he was about to enter the iron 
gate of the Elliston mansion, made him pause. It was not without a shud- 
der that he found himself on the point of meeting his former acquaint- 
ance, whom he had known in the glory of youth, and whom now after an 
interval of five eyars, he was to find the victim either of a diseased fancy 
or a horrible physical misfortune. 

“A snake in his bosom!” repeated the young sculptor to himself. “It 
must be he. No second man on earth has such a bosom friend. And now, 
my poor Rosina, Heaven grant me wisdom to discharge my errand aright! 
Woman’s faith must be strong indeed since thine has not yet failed.” 

Thus musing, he took his stand at the entrance of the gate and waited 
until the personage so singularly announced should make his appearance. 
After an instant or two he beheld the figure of a lean man, of unwhole- 

'The physical fact, to which it is here attemoted to give a moral signification, 
has been known to occur in more than one instance. 



1107 


egotism; or, the bosom serpent 

some look, with glittering eyes and long black hair, who seemed to imi. 
tate the motion of a snake; for, instead of walking straight forward with 
open front, he undulated along the pavement in a curved line. It may be 
too fanciful to say that something, either in his moral or material aspect, 
suggested the idea that a miracle had been wrought by transforming a 
serpent into a man, but so imperfectly that the snaky nature was yet 
hidden, and scarcely hidden, under the mere outward guise of humanity. 
Herkimer remarked that his complexion had a greenish tinge over its 
sickly white, reminding him of a species of marble out of which he had 
once wrought a head of Envy, with her snaky locks. 

The wretched being approached ^he gate, but, instead of entering, 
stopped short and fixed the glitter o' his eye full upon the compassionate 
yet steady countenance of the sculpi or, 

gnaws me! It gnaws me!'’ he exclaimed. 

And then there was an audible hiss, but whether it came from the ap- 
parent lunatic’s own lips, or was thr real hiss of a serpent, might admit 
of a discussion. At all events, it mc<de Herkimer shudder to his heart's 
core. 

‘^Do you know me, George Herkimer?’’ asked the snake-possessed. 

Herkimer did know him; but it d("manded all the intimate and practi 
cal acquaintance with the human face, acquired by modelling actual like 
nesses in clay, to recognize the features of Roderick Elliston in the visage* 
that now met the sculptor’s gaze. Yet it was he. It added nothing to tht 
wonder to reflect that the once brilliant young man had undergone this 
odious and fearful change during the no more than five brief years of 
Herkimer’s abode at Florence. The possibility of such a transformation 
being granted, it was as easy to conceive it effected in a moment as in an 
age. Inexpressibly shocked and startled, it was still the keenest pang when 
Herkimer remembered that the fate of his cousin Rosina, the ideal of 
gentle womanhood, was indissolubly interwoven with that of a being 
whom Providence seemed to have unhumanized. 

‘^Elliston! Roderick!” cried he, ^T had heard of this; but my concep- 
tion came far short of the truth. What has befallen you? Why do I find 
you thus?” 

^‘Oh, ’tis a mere nothing! A snake! A snake! The commonest thing in 
the world. A snake in the bosom — that’s all,” answered Roderick Ellis- 
ton. ^^But how is your own breast?” continued he, looking the sculptor in 
the eye with the most acute and penetrating glance that it had ever been 
his fortune to encounter. ‘‘All pure and wholesome? No reptile there? By 
my faith and conscience, and by the devil within me, here is a wonder! A 
man without a serpent in his bosom! ” 

'‘Be calm, Elliston,” whispered George Herkimer, laying his hand upon 
the shoulder of the snake-possessed. “I have crossed the ocean to meet 
you. Listen! Let us be private. I bring a message from Rosina — from your 
wife!” 

“It gnaws me! It gnaws me!” muttered Roderick. 

With this exclamation, the most frequent in his moulh, the unfortunate 
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man clutched both hands upon his breast as if an intolerable sting or tor* 
ture impelled him to rend it open and let out the living mischief, even 
should it be intertwined with his own life. He then fre^ himself from 
Herkimer's grasp by a subtle motion, and, gliding through the gate, took 
refuge in his antiquated family residence. The sculptor did not pursue 
him. He saw that no available intercourse could be expected at such a mo- 
ment, and was desirous, before another meeting, to inquire closely into 
the nature of Roderick’s disease and the circumstances that had reduced 
him to so lamentable a condition. He succeeded in obtaining the neces- 
sary information from an eminent medical gentleman. 

Shortly after Elliston’s separation from his wife — now nearly four 
years ago — ^his associates had observed a singular gloom spreading over 
his daily life, like those chill, gray mists that sometimes steal away the 
sunshine from a summer’s morning. The symptoms caused them endless 
perplexity. They knew not whether ill health were robbing his spirits of 
elasticity, or whether a canker of the mind was gradually eating, as such 
cankers do, from his moral system into the physical frame, which is but 
the shadow of the former. They looked for the root of this trouble in his 
shattered schemes of domestic bliss, — ^wilfully shattered by himself, — 
but could not be satisfied of its existence there. Some thought that their 
once brilliant friend was in an incipient stage of insanity, of which his 
passionate impulses had perhaps been the forerunners; others prognosti- 
cated a general blight and gradual decline. From Roderick’s own lips they 
could learn nothing. More than once, it is true, he had been heard to say, 
clutching his hands convulsively upon his breast, — “It gnaws me! It 
gnaws me!” — but, by different auditors, a great diversity of explanation 
was assigned to this ominous expression. What could it be that gnawed 
the breast of Roderick Elliston? Was it sorrow? Was it merely the tooth 
of physical disease? Or, in his reckless course, often verging upon profli- 
gacy, if not plunging into its depths, had he been guilty of some deed 
which made his bosom a prey to the deadlier fangs of remorse? There was 
plausible ground for each of these conjectures; but it must not be con- 
cealed that more than one elderly gentleman, the victim of good cheer 
and slothful habits, magisterially pronounced the secret of the whole 
matter to be Dyspepsia ! 

Meanwhile, Roderick seemed aware how generally he had become the 
subject of curiosity and conjecture, and, with a morbid repugnance to 
such notice, or to any notice whatsoever, estranged himself from all com- 
panionship. Not merely the eye of man was a horror to him; not merely 
the light of a friend’s countenance; but even the blessed sunshine, like- 
wise, which in its universal beneficence typifies the radiance of the Cre- 
ator’s face, expressing his love for all the creatures of his hand. The dusky 
twilight was now too transparent for Roderick Elliston; the blackest mid- 
night was his chosen hour to steal abroad ; and if ever he were seen, it was 
when the watchman’s lantern gleamed upon his figure, gliding along the 
street, with his hands clutched upon his bosom, still muttering, “It gnaws 
mel It gnaws mel’c^ What could it be thatgnawed him? 
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After a time, it became known that Elliston was in the habit of resort- 
ing to all the noted quacks that infested the city, or whom money would 
tempt to journey thither from a distance. :^y one of these persons, in the 
exultation of a supposed cure, it was proclaimed far and wide, by dint of 
handbills and little pamphlets on dingy paper, that a distinguished gen- 
tleman, Roderick Elliston, Esq., had been relieved of a Snake in his 
stomach! So here was the monstrous secret, ejected from its lurking place 
into public view, in all its horrible deformity. The mystery was out; but 
not so the bosom serpent. He, if it were anything but a delusion, still lay 
coiled in his living den. The empiric’s cure had been a sham, the effect, it 
was supposed, of some stupefying drug which more nearly caused the 
death of the patient than of the odious reptile that possessed him. When 
Roderick Elliston regained entire sensibility, it was to find his misfortune 
the town talk — the more than nine days’ wonder and horror — while, at 
his bosom, he felt the sickening mol ion of a thing alive, and the gnawing 
of that restless fang which seemed * o gratify at once a physical appetite 
and a fiendish spite. 

He summoned the old black serv mt, who had been bred up in his fa- 
ther’s house, and was a middle-aged man while Roderick lay in his cradle. 

^^Scipio!” he began; and then paused, with his arms folded over his 
heart. “What do people say of me, Scipio.” 

“Sir! my poor master! that you had a serpent in your bosom,” an- 
swered the servant with hesitation. 

“And what else?” asked Roderick, with a ghastly look at the man. 

“Nothing else, dear master,” replied Scipio, “only that the doctor gave 
you a powder, and that the snake leaped out upon the floor.” 

“No, no!” muttered Roderick to himself, as he shook his head, and 
pressed his hands with a more convulsive force upon his breast, “I feel 
him still. It gnaws me! It gnaws me!” 

From this time the miserable sufferer ceased to shun the world, but 
rather solicited and forced himself upon the notice of acquaintances and 
strangers. It was partly the result of desperation on finding that the cav- 
ern of his own bosom had not proved deep and dark enough to hide the 
secret, even while it was so secure a fortress for the loathsome fiend that 
had crept into it. But still more, this craving for notoriety was a symptom 
of the intense morbidness which now pervaded his nature. All persons 
chronically diseased are egotists, whether the disease be of the mind on 
body; whether it be sin, sorrow, or merely the more tolerable calamity o^ 
some endless pain, or mischief among the cords of mortal life. Such indi- 
viduals are made acutely conscious of a self, by the torture in which it 
dwells. Self, therefore, grows to be so prominent an object with them that 
they cannot but present it to the face of every casual passer-by. There is 
a pleasure — ^perhaps the greatest of which the sufferer is susceptible — in 
displaying the wasted or ulcerated limb, or the cancer in the breast; and 
the fouler the crime with so much the more difficulty does the perpetrator 
prevent it from thrusting up its snake-like head to frighten the world; for 
it is that cancer, or that crime^ which constitutes their respective individ- 
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Quality. Roderick Elliston, who, a little while before, had held himself so 
scornfully above the common lot of men, now paid full allegiance to this 
humiliating law. The snake in his bosom seemed the symbol of a mon- 
strous egotism to which everything was referred, and which he pampered, 
night and day, with a continual and exclusive sacrifice of devil worship. 

He soon exhibited what most people considered indubitable tokens of 
insanity. In some of his moods, strange to say, he prided and gloried him- 
self on being marked out from the ordinary experience of mankind, by the 
possession of a double nature, and a life within a life. He appeared to 
imagine that the snake was a divinity, — ^not celestial, it is true, but darkly 
infernal, — and that he thence derived an eminence and a sanctity, hor- 
rid, indeed, yet more desirable than whatever ambition aims at. Thus he 
drew his misery around him like a regal mantle, and looked down tri- 
umphantly upon those whose vitals nourished no deadly monster. Often- 
er, however, his human nature asserted its empire over him in the shape 
of a yearning for fellowship. It grew to be his custom to spend the whole 
day in wandering about the streets, aimlessly, unless it might be called an 
aim to establish a species of brotherhood between himself and the world. 
With cankered ingenuity, he sought out his own disease in every breast. 
Whether insane or not, he showed so keen a perception of frailty, error, 
and vice, that many persons gave him credit for being possessed not 
merely with a serpent, but with an actual fiend, who imparted this evil 
faculty of recognizing whatever was ugliest in man*s heart. 

'For instance, he met an individual, who, for thirty years, had cher- 
. ished a hatred against his own brother. Roderick, amidst the throng of 
the street, laid his hand on this man^s chest, and looking full into his for- 
bidding face, — 

“How is the snake to-day?” he inquired, with a mock expression of 
sympathy. 

“The snake!” exclaimed the brother hater — “what do you mean?” 

. “The snake! The snake! Does it gnaw you?” persisted Roderick. “Did 
you take counsel with him this morning when you should have been say- 
ing your prayers? Did he sting, when you thought of your brother's 
health, wealth, and good repute? Did he caper for joy, when you remem- 
bered the profligacy of his only son? And whether he stung, or whether 
he frolicked, did you feel his poison throughout your body and soul, con- 
verting ever3rthing to sourness and bitterness? That is the way of such 
serpents. I have learned the whole nature of them from my own!” 

“Where is the police?” roared the object of Roderick's persecution, at 
the same time giving an instinctive clutch to his breast. “Why is this lun- 
atic allowed to go at large?” 

“Ha, ha I” chuckled Roderick, releasing his grasp of the man. “His 
bosom serpent has stung him then!” 

Often it pleased the unfortunate young man to vex people with a lighter 
satire, yet still characterized by somewhat of snakelike virulence. One 
day he encountered an ambitious statesman, and gravely inquired after 
the welfare of his ^oa constrictor; for ©f that species, Roderick af- 
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firmed, this- gentleman’s serpent must needs be, since its appetite was 
enormous enough to devour the whole country and constitution. At an- 
other time, he stopped a close-fisted old fellow, of great wealth, but who 
skulked about the city in the guise of a scarecrow, with a patched blue 
surtout, brown hat, and mouldy boots, scraping pence together, and pick* 
ing up rusty nails. Pretending to look earnestly at this respectable per- 
son’s stomach, Roderick assured him that his snake was a copper-head, 
and had been generated by the immense quantities of that base metal, 
with which he daily defiled his fingers. Again, he assaulted a man of rubi- 
cund visage, and told him that few bosom serpents had more of the devil 
in them than those that breed in the vats of a distillery. The next whom 
Roderick honored with his attention was a distinguished clergyn»an, who 
happened just then to be engaged in a theological controversy, where 
human wrath was more perceptible than divine inspiration. 

“You have swallowed a snake in <i cup of sacramental wine,” quoth he, 

“Profane wretch!” exclaimed thn divine; but, nevertheless, his hand 
stole to his breast. 

He met a person of sickly sensibility, who, on some early disappoint- 
ment, had retired from the world, aiid thereafter held no intercourse with 
his fellow-men, but brooded sullenly or passionately over the irrevocable 
past. This man’s very heart, if Rcxierick might be believed, had been 
changed into a serpent, which would finally torment both him and itself 
to death. Observing a married couple, whose domestic troubles were mat- 
ter of notoriety, he condoled with both on having mutually taken a house 
adder to their bosoms. To an envious author, who depreciated works 
which he could never equal, he said that his snake was the slimiest and 
filthiest of all the reptile tribe, but was fortunately without a sting. A man 
of impure life, and a brazen face, asking Roderick if there were any ser- 
pent in his breast, he told him that there was, and of the same species that 
once tortured Don Rodrigo, the Goth. He took a fair young girl by the 
hand, and gazing sadly into her eyes, warned her that she cherished a ser- 
pent of the deadliest kind within her gentle breast; and the world found 
the truth of those ominous words, when, a few months afterwards, the 
poor girl died of love and shame. Two ladies, rivals in fashionable life, 
who tormented one another with a thousand little stings of womanish 
spite, were given to understand that each of their hearts was a nest of 
diminutive snakes, which did quite as much mischief as one great one. 

But nothing seemed to please Roderick better than to lay hold of a per- 
son infected with jealousy, which he represented as an enormous green 
reptile, with an ice-cold length of body, and the sharpest sting of any 
snake save one. 

“And what one is that?” asked a by-stander, overhearing him. 

It was a dark-browed man who put the question; he had an evasive 
eye, which in the course of a dozen years had looked no mortal directly in 
the face. There was an ambiguity about this person’s character, — a stain 
upon his reputation, — ^yet none could tell precisely of what nature, al- 
though the city gossips, male .and female, whispered the most atrocious 
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surmises. Until a recent period he had followed the sea, and was, in fact, 
the very shipmaster whom George Herkimer had encountered, under 
such singular circumstances, in the Grecian Archipelago. 

‘What bosom serpent has the sharpest sting?’’ repeated this man; but 
he put the question as if by a reluctant necessity, and grew pale while he 
was uttering it. 

“Why need you ask?” replied Roderick, with a look of dark intelli- 
gence. “Look into your own breast. Hark I my serpent bestirs himself! 
He acknowledges the presence of a master fiend!” 

And then, as the by-standers afterwards affirmed, a hissing sound was 
heard, apparently in Roderick Elliston’s breast. It was said, too, that an 
answering hiss came from the vitals of the shipmaster, as if a snake were 
actually lurking there and had been aroused by the call of its brother rep- 
tile. If there were in fact any such sound, it might have been caused by a 
malicious exercise of ventriloquism on the part of Roderick. 

Thus making his own actual serpent — if a serpent there actually was 
in his bosom — the type of each man’s fatal error, or hoatrded sin, or un- 
quiet conscience, and striking his sting so unremorsefully into the sorest 
spot, we may well imagine that Roderick became the pest of the city. No- 
body could elude him — none could withstand him. He grappled with the 
ugliest truth that he could lay his hand on, and compelled his adversary 
to do the same. Strange spectacle in human life where it is the instinctive 
effort of one and all to hide those sad realities, and leave them undis- 
turbed beneath a heap of superficial topics which constitute the materials 
of intercourse between man and man! It was not to be tolerated that Rod- 
erick Elliston should break through the tacit compact by which the world 
has done its best to secure repose without relinquishing evil. The victims 
of his malicious remarks, it is true, had brothers enough to keep them in 
countenance; for,. by^JRoderkk’s- theory, every mortal bospm harbored 
either a brood of small serpents or one overgrown monster that had de- 
voured all the rest. Still the city could not bear this new apostle. It was 
demanded by nearly all, and particularly by the most respectable inhabi- 
tants, that Roderick should no longer be permitted to violate the received 
rules of decorum by obtruding his own bosom serpent to the public gaze, 
and dragging those of decent people from their lurking places. 

Accordingly, his relatives interfered and placed him in a private asylum 
for the insane. When the news was noised abroad, it was observed that 
many persons walked the streets with freer countenances and covered 
their breasts less carefully with their hands. 

His confinement, however, although it contributed not a little to the 
peace of the town, operated unfavorably upon Roderick himself. In soli- 
tude his melancholy grew more black and sullen. He spent whole days — 
indeed, it was his sole occupation — in communing with the serpent. A 
conversation was sustained, in which, as it seemed, the hidden monster 
bore a part, though unintelligibly to the listeners, and inaudible except in 
a hiss. Singular as it may appear, the sufferer h^ now contracted a sort 
of affection for his tormentor, mingled, however, with the intensest loath- 
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ing and horron Nor were such discordant emotions incompatible. Each, 
on the contrary, imparted strength and poignancy to its opposite. Hor- 
rible love — horrible antipathy — embracing one another in his bosom, and 
both concentrating themselves upon a being that had crept into his vitals 
or been engendered there, and which was nourished with his food, and 
lived upon his life, and was as intimate with him as his own heart, and 
yet was the foulest of all created things 1 But not the less was it the true 
type of a morbid nature. 

Sometiffi6Srin-his momentsjof j-age and bitter hatred against the snakie 
and himself,^ Roderick determined to be the deathT ofhirh, eveir'at the e^^- 
pense of own life. Once he attempledit ty^arvat^^ while th0 

wretehed'man was on the point of famishing, the monster seemed to feed 
upon his heart, and to thrive and wax gamesome, as if it were his sweetest 
and most congenial diet. Then he ] privily took a dose of active poison, 
imagining that it would not fail to kill either himself or the devil that 
possessed him, or both together. Another mistake; for if Roderick had 
not yet been destroyed by his own poisoned heart nor the snake by gnaw- 
ing it, they had little to fear from ai senic or corrosive sublimate. Indeed^ 
the venomous pest appeared to ope»*ate as an antidote against all other 
poisons. The physicians tried to suffocate the fiend with tobacco smokci. 
He breathed it as freely as if it were his native atmosphere. Again, they 
drugged their patient with opium and drenched him with intoxicating 
liquors, hoping that the snake might thus be reduced to stupor and per-, 
haps be ejected from the stomach. They succeeded in rendering Roderick, 
insensible; but, placing their hands upon his breast, they were inexpres-, 
sibly horror striven to feel the monster wriggling, twining, and darting i 
to and fro within his narrow limits, evidently enlivened by the opium or ; 
alcohol, and incited to unusual feats of activity. Thenceforth they gave ' 
up all attempts at cure or palliation. The doomed sufferer submitted to 
his fate, resumed his former loathsome affection for the bosom fiend, and 
spent whole miserable days before a looking-glass, with his mouth wide 
open, watching, in hope and horror, to catch a glimpse of the snake’s head 
far down within his throat. It is supposed that he succeeded; for the at* 
tendants once heard a frenzied shout, and, rushing into the room, found 
Roderick lifeless upon the floor. 

He was kept but little longer under restraint. After minute investiga- 
tion, the medical directors of the asylum decided that his mental disease 
did not amount to insanity, nor would warrant his confinement, especially 
as its influence upon his spirits was unfavorable, and might produce the 
evil which it was meant to remedy. His eccentricities were doubtless 
great; he had habitually violated many of the customs and prejudices of 
society; but the world was not, without surer ground, entitled to treat him 
as a madman. On this decision of such competent authority Roderick was 
released, and had returned to his native city the very day before his en- 
counter with George Herkimer. 

As soon as possible after learning these particulars the sculptor, to- 
gether with a sad and tremulops companion, sought JElliston at his own 
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house. It was a large, sombre edifice of wood, with pilasters and a bal- 
cony, and was divided from one of the principal streets 6y a terrace of 
three elevations, which was ascended by successive flights of stone steps. 
Some immense old elms almost concealed the front of the mansion. This 
.spacious and once magnificent family residence was built by a grandee of 
the race early in the past century, at which epoch, land being of omall 
comparative value, the garden and other grounds had formed quite an 
extensive domain. Although a portion of the ancestral heritage had been 
alienated, there was still a shadowy enclosure in the rear of the mansion 
where a student, or a dreamer, or a man of stricken heart might lie all day 
upon the grass, amid the solitude of murmuring boughs, and forget that a 
city had grown up around him. 

Into this retirement the sculptor and his companion were ushered by 
Scipio, the old black servant, whose wrinkled visage grew almost sunny 
with intelligence and joy as he paid his humble greetings to one of the two 
visitors. 

“Remain in the arbor,’’ whispered the sculptor to the figure that leaned 
upon his arm. “You will know whether, and when, to make your appear- 
ance.” 

“God will teach me,” was the reply. “May He support me too! ” 

Roderick was reclining on the margin of a fountain which gushed into 
the fleckered sunshine with the same clear sparkle and the same voice of 
airy quietude as when trees of primeval growth flung their shadows 
across its bosom. How strange is the life of a fountain! — ^born at every 
moment, yet of an age coeval with the rocks, and far surpassing the ven- 
erable antiquity of a forest. 

“You are come! I have expected you,” said Elliston, when he became 
aware of the sculptor’s presence. 

His manner was very different from that of the preceding day — quiet, 
courteous, and, as Herkimer thought, watchful both over his guest and 
himself. This unnatural restraint was almost the only trait that betok- 
ened anything amiss. He had just thrown a book upon the grass, where it 
lay half opened, thus disclosing itself to be a natural history of the ser- 
pent tribe, illustrated by lifelike plates. Near it lay that bulky volume, 
the Ductor Dubitantium of Jeremy Taylor, full of cases of conscience, 
and in which most men, possessed of a conscience, may find something 
applicable to their purpose. 

“You see,” observed Elliston, pointing to the book of serpents, while a 
smile gleamed upon his lips, “I am making an effort to become better ac- 
quainted with my bosom friend; but I find nothing satisfactory in this 
volume. If I mistake not, he will prove to be sui generis, and akin to no 
other reptile in creation.” 

“Whence came this strange calamity?” inquired the sculptor. 

“My sable friend Scipio has a story,” replied Roderick, “of a snake 
that had lurked in this fountain — ^pure and innocent as it looks — ever 
c'nce it was known to the first settlers. This insinuating personage once 
crept into the vitalaof my great grandfatl^pt ^nd dwelt there many years. 
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tormenting the old gentleman beyond mortal endurance. In short it is a 
family peculiai-ity. But, to tell you the truth, I have no faith in this idea 
of the snake^s being an heirloom. He is my own snake, and no man^s else.^ 

‘^But what was his origin?” demanded Herkimer. 

‘‘Oh, there is poisonous stuff in any man’s heart sufficient to generate a 
brood of serpents,” said Elliston with a hollow laugh. “You should have 
heard my homilies to the good town’s-people. Positively, I deem myself 
fortunate in having bred but a single serpent. You, however, have none in 
your bosom, and therefore cannot sympathize with the rest of the world 
It gnaws me! It gnaws me! ” 

With this exclamation Roderick lost his self-control and threw^ himseli 
upon the grass, testifying 1ms agony by intricate writhings, in which Her- 
kimer could not but fancy a resemblance to the motions of a snake. Then 
likewise, was heard that frightful hiss, which often ran through the suf- 
ferer’s speech, and crept between t]\e words and syllables without inter- 
rupting their succession. 

“This is awful indeed!” exclaimed the sculptor — ^“an awful infliction, 
whether it be actual or imaginary. Tell me, Roderick Elliston, is there 
any remedy for this loathsome evil?” 

“Yes, but an impossible one,” muttered Roderick, as he lay wallowing 
with his face in the grass. “Could f for one moment forget myself, the 
serpent might not abide within me. It is my diseased self-contemplation 
that has engendered and nourished him.” 

“Then forget yourself, my husband,” said a gentle voire above him; 
“forget yourself in the idea of another!” 

Rosina had emerged from the arbor, and was bending over him writh 
the shadow of his anguish reflected in her countenance, yet so mingled 
with hope and unselfish love that all anguish seemed but an earthly 
shadow and a dream. She touched Roderick with her hand. A tremor 
shivered through his frame. At that moment, if report be trustworthy, the 
sculptor beheld a waving motion through the'grass, and heard a tinkling 
sound, as if something had plunged into the fountain. Be the truth as it 
might, it is certain that Roderick Elliston sat up like a man renewed, re- 
stored to his right mind, and rescued from the fiend which had so miser- 
ably overcome him in the battle-field of his own breast. 

“Rosina!” cried he, in broken and passionate tones, but with nothing 
of the wild wail that had haunted his voice so long, “forgive! forgive! ” 

Her happy tears bedewed his face. 

“The punishment has been severe,” observed the sculptor. “Even Jus- 
tice might now forgive; how much more a woman’s tenderness! Roderick 
Elliston, whether the serpent was a physical reptile, or whether the mor 
bidness of your nature suggested that symbol to your fancy, the moral or 
the story is not the less true and strong. A tremendous Egotism, mani- 
festing itself in your case in the form of jealousy, is as fearful a fiend as 
ever stole into the human heart. Can a breast, where it has dwelt so long, 
be purified?” 

“Oh yes,” said Rosina with a heavenly smile. “Thg serpent was but a 
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dark fantasy, and what it typified was as shadowy as itself. The past, dis- 
mal as it seems, shall fling no gloom upon the future. To 'give it its due 
importance we must think of it but as an anecdote in our Eternity.” 


DROWNE’S WOODEN IMAGE 

One sunshiny morning, in the good old times of the town of Boston, a 
young carver in wood, well known by the name of Drowne, stood con- 
templating a large oaken log, which it was his purpose to convert into the 
figure-head of a vessel. And while he discussed within his own mind what 
sort of shape or similitude it were well to bestow upon this excellent piece 
of timber, there came into Drowne^s workshop a certain Captain Hunne- 
well, owner and commander of the good brig called the Cynosure, which 
had just returned from her first voyage to Fayal. 

‘‘Ah! that will do, Drowne, that will do!” cried the jolly captain, tap- 
ping the log with his rattan. “I bespeak this very piece of oak for the fig- 
ure-head of the Cynosure. She has shown herself the sweetest craft that 
ever floated, and I mean to decorate her prow v/ith the handsomest image 
that the skill of man can cut out of timber. And, Drowne, you are the 
fellow to execute it.” 

“You give me more credit than I deserve, Captain Hunnewell,” said 
the carver, modestly, yet as one conscious of eminence in his art. “But, 
for the sake of the good brig, I stand ready to do my best. And which of 
these designs do you prefer? Here,” — pointing to a staring, half-length 
figure, in a white wig and scarlet coat, — “here is an excellent model, the 
likeness of our gracious king. Here is the valiant Admiral Vernon. Or, if 
you prefer a female figure, what say you to Britannia with the trident?” 

“All very fine, Drowne; all very fine,” answered the mariner. “But as 
nothing like the brig ever swam the ocean, so I am determined she shall 
have such a figure-head as old Neptune never saw in his life. And what is 
more, as there is a secret in the matter, you must pledge your credit not 
to betray it.” 

“Certainly,” said Drowne, marvelling, however, what possible mystery 
there could be in reference to an affair so open, of necessity, to the in- 
spection of all the world as the figure-head of a vessel. “You may depend, 
captain, on my being as secret as the nature of the case will permit.” 

Captain Hunnewell then took Drowne by the button, and communi- 
cated his wishes in so low a tone that it would be unmannerly to repeat 
what was evidently intended for the carver’s private ear. We shall, there- 
fore, take the opportunity to give the reader a few desirable particulars 
about Drowne himself. 

He was the first American who is known to have attempted — in a very 
humble line, it is t^ue — that art in whid\ we can now reckon so many 
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names already distinguished, or rising to distinction. From his earliest 
boyhood he hdd exhibited a knack — for it would be too proud a word to 
call it genius — a knack, therefore, for the imitation of the human figure 
in whatever material came most readily to hand. The snows of a New 
England winter had often supplied him with a species of marble as daz- 
zingly white, at least, as the Parian or the Carrara, and if less durable, 
yet sufficiently so to correspond with any claims to permanent existence 
possessed by the boy^s frozen statues. Yet they won admiration from ma- 
turer judges than his school-fellows, and were indeed, remarkably clever, 
though destitute of the native warmth that might have made the snow 
melt beneath his hand. As he advanced in life, the young man adopted 
pine and oak as eligible materials for the display of his skill, which now 
began to bring him a return of solid silver as well as the empty praise 
that had been an apt reward enough for his productions of evanescent 
snow. He became noted for carving ornamental pump heads, and wooden 
urns for gate posts, and decorations, more grotesque than fanciful, for 
mantelpieces. No apothecary woulc have deemed himself in the way of 
obtaining custom without setting up a gilded mortar, if not a head of 
Galen or Hippocrates, from the skibul hand of Drowne. 

But the great scope of his business lay in the manufacture of figure- 
heads for vessels. Whether it were the monarch himself, or some famous 
British admiral or general, or the governor of the province, or perchance 
the favorite daughter of the ship-owner, there the image stood above the 
prow, decked out in gorgeous colors, magnificently gilded, and staring 
the whole world out of countenance, as if from an innate consciousness of 
its own superiority. These specimens of native sculpture had crossed the 
sea in all directions, and been not ignobly noticed among the crowded 
shipping of the Thames and wherever else the hardy mariners of New 
England had pushed their adventures. It must be confessed that a family 
likeness pervaded these respectable progeny of Drowne’s skill; that the 
benign countenance of the king resembled those of his subjects, and that 
Miss Peggy Hobart, the merchant's daughter, bore a remarkable simili- 
tude to Britannia, Victory, and other ladies of the allegoric sisterhood; 
and, finally, that they all had a kind of wooden aspect which proved an 
intimate relationship with the unshaped blocks of timber in the carver's 
workshop. But at least there was no inconsiderable skill of hand, nor a de- 
ficiency of any attribute to render them really works of art, except that 
deep quality, be it of soul or intellect, which bestows life upon the lifeless 
and warmth upon the cold, and which, had it been present, would have 
made Drowme's wooden image instinct with spirit. 

The captain of the Cynosure had now finished his instructions. 

“And Drowne," said he, impressively, “you must lay aside all other 
business and set about this forthwith. And as to the price, only do the 
job in first-rate style, and you shall settle that point yourself." 

“Very well, captain," answered the carver, who looked grave and 
somewhat perplexed, yet had a sort of smile upon his visage; “depend 
upon it, I'll do my utmost to ss^tisfy you." • 
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From that moment the men of taste about Long Wharf and the Town 
Dock who were wont to show their love for the arts by ’frequent visits 
to Drowne’s workshop, and admiration of his wooden images, began to be 
sensible of a mystery in the carver’s conduct. Often he was absent in the 
daytime. Sometimes, as might be judged by gleams of light from the 
shop windows, he was at work until a late hour of the evening; although 
neither knock nor voice, on such occasions, could gain admittance for 
a visitor, or elicit any word of response. Nothing remarkable, however, 
was observed in the shop at those late hours when it was thrown open. 
A fine piece of timber, indeed, which Drowne was known to have res- 
erved for some work of especial dignity, was seen to be gradually assum- 
ing shape. What shape it was destined ultimately to take was a problem 
to his friends and a point on which the carver himself preserved a rigid 
silence. But day after day, though Drowne was seldom noticed in the 
act of working up)on it, this rude form began to be developed until it be- 
came evident to all observers that a female figure was growing into mimic 
life. At each new visit they beheld a larger pile of wooden chips and a 
nearer approximation to something beautiful. It seemed as if the hama- 
dryad of the oak had sheltered herself from the unimaginative world 
within the heart of her native tree, and that it was only necessary to 
remove the strange shapelessness that had incrusted her, and reveal the 
grace and loveliness of a divinity. Imperfect as the design, the attitude, 
the costume, and especially the face of the image still remained, there 
was already an effect that drew the eye from the wooden cleverness of 
Drowne’s earlier productions and fixed it upon the tantalizing mystery 
of this new project. 

Copley, the celebrated painter, then a young man and a resident of 
Boston, came one day to visit Drowne; for he had recognized so much 
of moderate ability in the carver as to induce him, in the dearth of pro- 
fessional s)mipathy, to cultivate his acquaintance. On entering the shop, 
the artist glanced at the inflexible image of king, commander, dame, 
and allegory, that stood around, on the best of which might have been 
bestowed the questionable praise that it looked as if a living man had 
here been changed to wood, and that not only the physical, but the in- 
tellectual and spiritual part, partook of the stolid transformation. But 
in not a single instance did it seem as if the wood were imbibing the 
ethereal essence of humanity. What a wide distinction is here! and how 
far the slightest portion of the latter merit have outvalued the utmost 
degree of the former! 

“My friend Drowne,” said Copley, smiling to himself, but alluding 
to the mechanical and wooden cleverness that so invariably distinguished 
the images, “you are really a remarkable person! I have seldom met with 
a man in your line of business that could do so much; for one other 
touch might make this figure of General Wolfe, for instance, a breathinf' 
and intelligent human creature.” 

“You would have me think that you are praising me highly, Mt. 
Cc^ley,” answere^, Drowne, turning his back upon Wolfe’s image it 
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apparent disgust. ^‘But there has come a light into my mind. I know, 
what you kno^fr as well, that the one touch which you speak of as deficient 
is the only one that would be truly valuable, and that without it these 
works of mine are no better than worthless abortions. There is the same 
difference between them and the works of an inspired artist as between a 
sign-post daub and one of your best pictures.” 

‘This is strange,” cried Copley, looking him in the face, which now, 
as the painter fancied, had a singular depth of intelligence, though hith- 
erto it had not given him greatly the advantage over his own family of 
wooden images. “What has come over you? How is it that, possessing the 
idea which you have now uttered, you should produce only such works as 
these?” 

The carver smiled, but made m* reply. Copley turned again to the 
images, conceiving that the sense of leficiency which Drowne had just ex- 
pressed, and which is so rare in a merely mechanical character, must 
surely imply a genius, the tokens of which had heretofore been over- 
looked. But no; there was not a trice of it. He was about to withdraw 
when his eyes chanced to fall upon u half-developed figure which lay in a 
corner of the workshop, surrounded by scattered chips of oak. It arrested 
him at once. 

“What is here? Who has done this?” he broke out, after contemplating 
it in speechless astonishment for an instant. “Here is the divine, the life- 
giving touch. What inspired hand is beckoning this wood to arise and 
live? Whose work is this?” 

“No man’s work,” replied Drowne. “The figure lies within that block 
of oak, and it is my business to find it.” 

“Drowne,” said the true artist, grasping the carver fervently by the 
hand, “you are a man of genius!” 

As Copley departed, happening to glance backward from the thresh- 
old, he beheld Drowne bending over the half-created shape, and stretch- 
ing forth his arms as if he would have embraced and drawn it to his heart; 
while, had such a miracle been possible, his countenance expressed pas- 
sion enough to communicate warmth and sensibility to the lifeless oak. 

“Strange enough! ” said the artist to himself. “Who would have looked 
for a modern Pygmalion in the person of a Yankee mechanic!” 

As yet, the image was but vague in its outward presentment; so that, 
as in the cloud shapes around the western sun, the observer rather felt, or 
was led to imagine, than really saw what was intended by it. Day by day, 
however, the work assumed greater precision, and settled its irregular and 
misty outline into distincter grace and beauty. The general design was 
now obvious to the common eye. It was a female figure, in what appeared 
to be a foreign dress ; the gown being laced over the bosom, and opening 
in front so as to disclose a skirt or petticoat, the folds and inequalities of 
which were admirably represented in the oaken substance. She wore a 
hat of singular gracefulness, and abundantly laden with flowers, such as 
never grew in the rude soil of New England, but which, with all their 
fanciful luxuriance, had a natural truth that it seemed impossible for the 
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most fertile imagination to have attained without copying from real 
prototypes. There were several little appendages to this aress, such as a 
fan, a pair of earrings, a chain about the neck, a watch in the bosom, and 
a ring upon the finger, all of which would have been deemed beneath the 
dignity of sculpture. They were put on, however, with as much taste as a 
lovely woman might have shown in her attire, and could therefore ? ave 
shocked none but a judgment spoiled by artistic rules. 

The face was still imperfect; but gradually, by a magic touch, intelli* 
gence and sensibility brightened through the features, with all the effect 
of light gleaming forth from within the solid oak. The face became alive. 
It was a beautiful, though not precisely regular and somewhat haughty 
aspect, but with a certain piquancy about the eyes and mouth, which, 
of all expressions, would have seemed the most impossible to throw over 
a wooden countenance. And now, so far as carving went, this wonderful 
production was complete. 

‘‘Drowne,’’ said Copley, who had hardly missed a single day in his vis- 
its to the carver’s workshop, ‘‘if this work were in marble it would make 
you famous at once; nay, I would almost affirm that it would make an 
era in the art. It is as ideal as an antique statue, and yet as real as any 
lovely woman whom one meets at a fireside or in the street. But I trust 
you do not mean to desecrate this exquisite creature with paint, like those 
staring kings and admirals yonder?” 

“Not paint her!” exclaimed Captain Hunnewell, who stood by; “not 
paint the figure-head of the Cynosure! And what sort of a figure should I 
cut in a foreign port with such an unpainted oaken stick as this over my 
prow! She must, and she shall, be painted to the life, from the topmost 
flower in her hat down to the silver spangles on her slippers.” 

“Mr. Copley,” said Drowne, quietly, “I know nothing of marble stat- 
uary, and nothing of the sculptor’s rules of art; but of this wooden im- 
age, this work of my hands, this creature of my heart,” — and here his 
voice faltered and choked in a very singular manner, — “of this — of her 
— ^I may say that I know something. A well-spring of inward wisdom 
gushed within me as I wrought upon the oak with my whole strength, 
and soul, and faith. Let others do what they may with marble, and adopt 
what rules they choose. If I can produce my desired effect by painted 
wood, those rules are not for me, and I have a right to disregard them.’’ 

“The very spirit of genius,” muttered Copley to himself. “How other- 
wise should this carver feel himself entitled to transcend all rules, and 
make me ashamed of quoting them?” 

He looked earnestly at Drowne, and again saw that expression of hu- 
man love which, in a spiritual sense, as the artist could not help imagin- 
ing, was the secret of the life that had been breathed into this block of 
wo^. 

The carver, still in the same secrecy that marked all his operations 
upon this mysterious image, proceeded to paint the habiliments in their 
proper colors, and the countenance with Nature’s red and white. When 
sdl was finished h^> threw open his workshop, and admitted the towns- 
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people to behold what he had dcme. Most persons, at their first entrance, 
felt impelled toVemove their hats, and pay such reverence as was due to 
the richly-dressed and beautiful young lady who seemed to stand in a 
corner of the room, with oaken chips and shavings scattered at her feet. 
Then came a sensation of fear; as if, not being actually human, yet so 
like humanity, she must therefore be something preternatural. There 
was, in truth, an indefinable air and expression that might reasonably in- 
duce the query, Who and from what sphere this daughter of the oak 
should be? The strange, rich flowers of Eden on her head; the complex- 
ion, so much deeper and more brilliant than those of our native beauties; 
the foreign, as it seemed, and fantastic garb, yet not too fantastic to be 
worn decorously in the street; the delicately-wrought embroidery of the 
skirt; the broad gold chain about her neck; the curious ring upon her 
finger; the fan, so exquisitely sculptured in open work, and painted to 
resemble pearl and ebony; — where could Drowne, in his sober walk of 
life, have beheld the vision here so matchlessly embodied! And then ner 
face! In the dark eyes, and around the voluptuous mouth, there played a 
look made up of pride, coquetry, and a gleam of mirthfulness, which im- 
pressed Copley with the idea that the image was secretly enjoying the 
perplexing admiration of himself and other beholders. 

^‘And will you,” said he to the carver, ‘^permit this masterpiece to be- 
come the figure-head of a vessel? Give the honest captain yonder figure 
of Britannia — it will answer his purpose far better — ^and send this fairy 
queen to England, where, for aught I know, it may bring you a thousand 
pounds.” 

have not wrought it for money,” said Drowne. 

“What sort of a fellow is this! ” thought Copley. “A Yankee, and throw 
away the chance of making his fortune! He has gone mad; and thence 
has come this gleam of genius.” 

There was still further proof of Drowne’s lunacy, if credit were due to 
the rumor that he had been seen kneeling at the feet of the oaken lady, 
and gazing with a lover^s passionate ardor into the face that his own 
hands had created. The bigots of the day hinted that it would be no mat- 
ter of surprise if an evil spirit were allowed to enter this beautiful form, 
and seduce the carver to destruction. 

The fame of the image spread far and wide. The inhabitants visited it 
so universally, that after a few days of exhibition there was hardly an 
old man or a child who had not become minutely familiar with its aspect. 
Even had the story of Drowne’s wooden image ended here, its celebrity 
might have been prolonged for many years by the reminiscences of those 
who looked upon it in their childhood, and saw nothing else so beautiful 
in after life. But the town was now astounded by an event, the narrative 
of which has formed itself into one of the most singular legends that are 
yet to be met with in the traditionary chimney corners of the New Eng- 
land metropolis, where old men and women sit dreaming of the past, and 
wag their heads at the dreamers of the present and the future. 

One fine morning, just before the departure of tl^ Cynosure on her 
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second voyage to Fayal, the commander of that gallant vessel was seen 
to issue from his residence in Hanover Street. He was stylishly dressed in 
a blue broadcloth coat, with gold lace at the seams and button-holes, an 
embroidered scarlet waistcoat, a triangular hat, with a loop and broad 
binding of gold, and wore a silver-hilted.hanger at his side. But the good 
captain might have been arrayed in the robes of a prince or the ragj of a 
beggar, without in either case attracting notice, while obscured by such a 
companion as now leaned on his arm. The people in the street started, 
rubbed their eyes, and either leaped aside from their path, or stood as if 
transfixed to wood or marble in astonishment. 

*‘Do you see it? — do you see it?’’ cried one, with tremulous eagerness. 
'Tt is the very same! ” 

^^The same?” answered another, who had arrived in town only the 
night before. ^^Who do you mean? I see only a sea-captain in his shore- 
going clothes, and a young lady in a foreign habit, with a bunch of beau- 
tiful flowers in her hat. On my word, she is as fair and bright a damsel as 
my eyes have looked on this many a day! ” 

“Yes; the same! — the very same!” repeated the other. “Drowne’s 
Wooden image has come to life!” 

Here was a miracle indeed! Yet, illuminated by the sunshine, or dark- 
ened by the alternate shade of the houses, and with its garments flutter- 
ing lightly in the morning breeze, there passed the image along the street. 
It was exactly and minutely the shape, the garb, and the face which the 
towns-people had so recently thronged to see and admire. Not a rich 
flower upon her head, not a single leaf, but had had its prototype in 
Drowne’s wooden workmanship, although now their fragile grace had be- 
come flexible, and was shaken by every footstep that the wearer made. 
The broad gold chain upon the neck was identical with the one repre- 
sented on the image, and glistened with the motion imparted by the rise 
and fall of the bosom which it decorated. A real diamond sparkled on her 
finger. In her right hand she bore a pearl and ebony fan, which she 
flourished with a fantastic and bewitching coquetry, that was likewise 
expressed in all her movements as well as in the style of her beauty and 
the attire that so well harmonized with it. The face with its brilliant 
depth of complexion had the same piquancy of mirthful mischief that 
was fixed upon the countenance of the image, but which was here varied 
and continually shifting, yet always essentially the same, like the sunny 
gleam upon a bubbling fountain. On the whole, there was something so 
airy and yet so real in the figure, and withal so perfectly did it represent 
Drowne’s image, that people knew not whether to suppose the magic 
wood etherealized into a spirit or warmed and softened into an actual 
woman. 

“One thing is certain,” muttered a Puritan of the old stamp, “Drowne 
has sold himself to the devil ; and doubtless this gay Captain Hunnewell 
is a party to the bargain.” 

“And I,” said a young man who overheard him, “would almost consem 
to be the third vicUm, for the liberty of saluting those lovely lips.” 
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‘‘And so would I/’ said Copley, the painter, “for the privilege of tak- 
ing her picture.*’ 

The image, or the apparition, whicnever it might be, still escorted by 
the bold captain, proceeded from Hanover Street through some of the 
cross lanes that make this portion of the town so intricate, to Ann Street, 
thence into Dock Square, and so downward to Drowne s shop, which 
stood just on the water’s edge. The crowd still followed, gathering vol- 
ume as it rolled along. Never had a modern miracle occurred in such 
broad daylight, nor in the presence of such a multitude of witnesses. 
The airy image, as if conscious that she was the object of the murmurs 
and disturbance that swelled behind her, appeared slightly vexed and 
flustered, yet still in a manner consistent with the light vivacity and spor- 
tive mischief that were written in her countenance. She was observed to 
flutter her fan with such vehement apidity that the elaborate delicacy 
of its workmanship gave way, and it remained broken in her hand. 

Arriving at Drowne’s door, while he captain threw it open, the mar- 
vellous apparition paused an instant on the threshold, assuming the very 
attitude of the image, and casting over the crowd that glance of sunny 
coquetry which all remembered on t^e face of the oaken lady. She and 
her cavalier then disappeared. 

“Ah!” murmured the crowd, drawing a deep breath, as with one vast 
pair of lungs. 

“The world looks darker now that she has vanished,” said some of the 
young men. 

But the aged, whose recollections dated as far back as witch times, 
shook their heads, and hinted that our forefathers would have though! 
it a pious deed to bum the daughter of the oak with fire. 

“If she be other than a bubble of the elements,” exclaimed Copley, “I 
must look upon her face again.” 

He accordingly entered the shop; and there, in her usual corner, stood 
the image, gazing at him, as it might seem, with the very same expression 
of mirthful mischief that had been the farewell look of the apparition 
when, but a moment before, she turned her face towards the crowd. The 
carver stood beside his creation mending the beautiful fan, which by 
some accident was broken in her hand. But there was no longer any mo- 
tiorf in the lifelike image, nc^ any real woman in the workshop, nor even 
the witchcraft of a sunny shadow, that might have deluded people’s eyes 
as it flitted along the street. Captain Hunnewell, too, had vanished. His 
hoarse sea-breezy tones, however, were audible on the other side of a 
door that opened upon the water. 

“Sit down in the stern sheets, my lady,” said the gallant captain. 
“Come, bear a hand, you lubbers, and set us on board in the turning of 
a minute-glass.” 

And then was heard the stroke of oars. 

“Drowne,” said Copley with a smile of intelligence, “you have been a 
truly fortunate man. What painter or statuary ever had such a subject! 
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No wonder that she inspired a genius into you, and first created the ar- 
tist who afterwards created her image.” ^ 

Drowne looked at him with a visage that bore the traces of tears, but 
from which the light of imagination and sensibility, so recently illumin- 
ating it, had departed. He was again the mechanical carver that he had 
been known to be all his lifetime. 

hardly understand what you mean, Mr. Copley,” said he, putting 
his hand to his brow. “This image 1 Can it have been my work? Well, I 
have wrought it in a kind of dream; and now that I am broad awake I 
must set about finishing yonder figure of Admiral Vernon.” 

And forthwith he employed himself on the stolid countenance of one 
of his wooden progeny, and completed it in his own mechanical style, 
from which he was never known afterwards to deviate. He followed his 
business industriously for many years, acquired a competence, and in 
the latter part of his life attained to a dignified station in the church, be- 
ing remembered in records and traditions as Deacon Drowne, the carver. 
One of his productions, an Indian chief, gilded all over, stood during the 
better part of a century on the cupola of the Province House, bedazzling 
the eyes of those who looked upward, like an angel of the sun. Another 
work of the good deacon’s hand — a reduced likeness of his friend Cap- 
tain Hunnewell, holding a telescope and quadrant — may be seen to this 
day, at the comer of Broad and State streets, serving in the useful ca- 
pacity of sign to the shop of a nautical instrument maker. We know not 
how to account for the inferiority of this quaint old figure, as compared 
with the recorded excellence of the Oaken Lady, unless on the supposi- 
tion that in every human spirit there is imagination, sensibility, crea- 
tive power, genius, which, according to circumstances, may either be de- 
veloped in this world, or shrouded in a mask of dulness until another 
state of being. To our friend Drowne there came a brief season of excite- 
ment, kindled by love. It rendered him a genius for that one occasion, 
but, quenched in disappointment, left him again the mechanical carver in 
wood, without the power even of appreciating the work that his own 
hands had wrought. Yet who can doubt that the very highest state to 
which a human spirit can attain, in its loftiest aspirations, is its truest 
and most natural state, and that Drowne was more consistent with him- 
self when he wrought the admirable figure of the mysterious lady, than 
when he perpetrated a whole progeny of blockheads? 

There was a rumor in Boston, about this period, that a young Portu- 
guese lady of rank, on some occasion of political or domestic disquietude, 
had fled from her home in Fayal and put herself under the protection of 
Captain Hunnewell, on board of whose vessel, and at whose residence, 
she was sheltered until a change of affairs. This fair stranger must have 
been the original of Drowne’s Wooden Image. 
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One of the few incidents of Indian warfare naturally susceptible of the 
moonlight of romance was that expedition undertaken for the defence of 
the frontiers in the year 1725, which resulted in the well-remembered 
‘‘Lovell’s Fight.” Imagination, by casting certain circumstances judicial- 
ly into the shade, may see much to admire in the heroism of a little band 
who gave battle to twice their number in the heart of the enemy’s coun- 
try. The open bravery displayed by both parties was in accordance with 
civilized ideas of valor ; and chivalry itself might not blush to record the 
deeds of one or two individuals. The •)attle, though so fatal to thoj^e who 
fought, was not unfortunate in its consequences to the country; for it 
broke the strength of a tribe and conduced to the peace which subsisted 
during several ensuing years. Histoiy' and tradition are unusually min« 
ute in their memorials of their affair; and the captain of a scoutmg party 
of frontier men has acquired as actual a military renown as many a vic- 
torious leader of thousands. Some of the incidents contained in the fol- 
lowing pages will be recognized, notwithstanding the substitution of fic- 
titious names, by such as have heard, from old men’s lips, the fate of the 
few combatants who were in a condition to retreat after “Lovell’s Fight.” 

The early sunbeams hovered cheerfully upon the tree-tops, beneath 
which two weary and wounded men had stretched their limbs the night 
before. Their bed of withered oak leaves was strewn upon the small level 
space, at the foot of a rock, situated near the summit of one of the gentle 
swells by which the face of the country is there diversified. The mass of 
granite, rearing its smooth, flat surface fifteen or twenty feet above their 
heads, was not unlike a gigantic gravestone, upon which the veins seemed 
to form an inscription in forgotten characters. On a tract of several acres 
around this rock, oaks and other hard-wood trees had supplied the place 
of the pines, which were the usual growth of the land; and a young and 
vigorous sapling stood close beside the travellers. 

The severe wound of the elder man had probably deprived him of 
sleep; for, so soon as the first ray of sunshine rested on the top of the 
highest tree, he reared himself painfully from his recumbent posture and 
sat erect. The deep lines of his countenance and the scattered gray of his 
hair marked him as past the middle age; but his muscular frame would, 
but for the effect of his wound, have been as capable of sustaining fa- 
tigue as in the early vigor of life. Languor and exhaustion now sat upon 
his haggard features; and the despairing glance which he sent forward 
through the depths of the forest proved his own conviction that his pil- 
grimage was at ah end. He next turned his eyes to the companion who re- 
clined by his side. The youth — for he had scarcely attained the years of 
manhood — lay, with his head upon his arm, in the eml^ace of an unquiet 
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sleep, which a thrill of pain from his wounds seemed each moment on the 
point of breaking. His right hand grasped a musket; anil, to judge from 
the violent action of his features, his slumbers were bringing back a vis- 
ion of the conflict of which he was one of the few survivors. A shout — 
deep and loud in his dreaming fancy — found its way in an imperfect mur- 
mur to his lips; and, starting even at the slight sound of his own volje, he 
suddenly awoke. The first act of reviving recollection was to make anx- 
ious inquiries respecting the condition of his wounded fellow-traveller. 
The latter shook his head. 

“Reuben, my boy,” said he, “this rock beneath which we sit will serve 
for an old hunter’s gravestone. There is many and many a long mile of 
howling wilderness before us yet; nor would it avail me anything if the 
smoke of my own chimney were but on the other side of that swell of 
land. The Indian bullet was deadlier than I thought.” 

“You are weary with our three days’ travel,” replied the youth, “and 
a little longer rest will recruit you. Sit you here while I search the woods 
for the herbs and roots that must be our sustenance; and, having eaten, 
you shall lean on me, and we will turn our faces homeward. I doubt not 
that, with my help, you can attain to some one of the frontier garrisons.” 

“There is not two days’ life in me, Reuben,” said the other, calmly, 
“and I will no longer burden you with my useless body, when you can 
scarcely support your own. Your wounds are deep and your strength is 
failing fast; yet, if you hasten onward alone, you may be preserved. 
For me there is no hope, and I will await death here.” 

“If it must be so, I will remain and watch by you,” said Reuben, reso- 
lutely. 

“No, my son, no,” rejoined his companion. “Let the wish of a dying 
man have weight with you ; give me one grasp of your hand, and get you 
hence. Think you that my last moments will be eased by the thought that 
I leave you to die a more lingering death? I have loved you like a father, 
Reuben; and at a time like this I should have something of a father’s 
authority. I charge you to be gone that I may die in peace.” 

“And because you have been a father to me, should I therefore leave 
you to perish and to lie unburied in the wilderness?” exclaimed the youth. 
“No; if your end be in truth approaching, I will watch by you and re- 
ceive your parting words. I will dig a grave here by the rock, in which, if 
my weakness overcome me, we will rest together; or, if Heaven gives me 
strength, I will seek my way home.” 

“In the cities and wherever men dwell,” replied the other, “they bury 
their dead in the earth; they hide them from the sight of the living; but 
here, where no step may pass perhaps for a hundred years, wherefore 
should I not rest beneath the open sky, covered only by the oak leaves 
when the autumn winds shall strew them? And for a monument, here is 
this gray rock, on which my dying hand shall carve the name of Roger 
Malvin; and the traveller in days to come will know that here sleeps a 
hunter and a warrior. Tarry not, then, for a folly like this, but hasten 
away, if not for your own sake, for hers who will else be desolate.” 
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Malvin spok^ the last few words in a faltering voice, and their effect 
upon his companion was strongly visible. They reminded him that there 
were other and less questionable duties than that of sharing the fate of a 
man whom his death could not benefit. Nor can it be affirmed that no 
selfish feeling strove to enter Reuben’s heart, though the consciousness 
made him more earnestly resist his companion’s entreaties. 

“How terrible to wait the slow approach of death in this solitude! ” ex- 
claimed he. “A brave man does not shrink in the battle; and, when 
friends stand round the bed, even women may die composedly; but 
here”— 

“I shall not shrink even here, Reuben Bourne,” interrupted Malvin. 
“I am a man of no weak heart, and if I were, there is a surer support 
than that of earthly friends. You are young, and life is dear to you. Your 
last moments will need comfort far more than mine; and when you have 
laid me in the earth, and are alone, and night is settling on the forest, you 
will feel all the bitterness of the dea h that may now be escaped But 1 
will urge no selfish motive to your generous nature. Leave me for my 
sake, that, having said a prayer for your safety, I may have space to set- 
tle my account undisturbed by workdy sorrows.” 

“And your daughter, — ^how shall 1 dare to meet her eye?” exclaimed 
Reuben. “She will ask the fate of her father, whose life I vowed to de- 
fend with my own. Must I tell her that he travelled three days’ march 
with me from the field of battle and that then I left him to perish in the 
wilderness? Were it not better to lie down and die by your side than to 
return safe and say this to Dorcas?” 

“Tell my daughter,” said Roger Malvin, “that, though yourself sore 
wounded, and weak, and weary, you led my tottering footsteps many a 
mile, and left me only at niy earnest entreaty, because I would not have 
your blood upon my soul. Tell her that through pain and danger you 
were faithful, and that, if your lifeblood could have saved me, it would 
have flowed to its last drop ; and tell her that you will be something dear- 
er than a father, and that my blessing is with you both, and that my dy- 
ing eyes can see a long and pleasant path in which you will journey to- 
gether.” 

As Malvin spoke he almost raised himself from the ground, and the 
energy of his concluding words seemed to fill the wild and lonely forest 
with a vision of happiness; but, when he sank exhausted upon his bed of 
oak leaves, the light which had kindled in Reuben’s eye was quenched. 
He felt as if it were both sin and folly to think of happiness at such a mo- 
ment. His companion watched his changing countenance, and sought 
with generous art to wile him to his own good. 

“Perhaps I deceive myself in regard to the time I have to live,’' he re- 
sumed. “It may be that, with speedy assistance, I might recover of my 
wound. The foremost fugitives must, ere this, have carried tidings of oui 
fatal battle to the frontiers, and parties will be out to succor those in like 
condition with ourselves. Should you meet one of these and guide them 
hither, who can tell but that I may sit by my own fireside again?” 
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A mournful smile strayed across the features of the dying man as he in- 
sinuated that unfounded hope, — which, however, was ndt without its ef- 
fect on Reuben. No merely selfish motive, nor even the desolate condi- 
tion of Dorcas, could have induced him to desert his companion at such 
a moment — ^but his wishes seized on the thought that Malvinas life might 
be preserved, and his sanguine nature heightened almost to certainty the 
remote possibility of procuring human aid. 

“Surely there is reason, weighty reason, to hope that friends are not 
far distant,’^ he said, half a^oud. “There fled one coward, unwounded, ki 
the beginning of the fight, and most probably he made good speed. Every 
true man on the frontier would shoulder his musket at the news; and, 
though no party may range so far into the woods as this, I shall perhaps 
encounter them in one day^s march. Counsel me faithfully,’’ he added, 
turning to Malvin, in distrust of his own motives. “Were your situation 
mine, would you desert me while life remained?” 

“It is now twenty years,” replied Roger Malvin, — ^sighing, however, as 
he secretly acknowledged the wide dissimilarity between the two cases, — 
“it is now twenty years since I escaped with one dear friend from Indian 
captivity near Montreal. We journeyed many days through the woods, 
till at length overcome with hunger and weariness, my friend lay down 
and besought me to leave him; for he knew that, if I remained, we both 
must perish; and, with but little hope of obtaining succor, I heaped a 
pillow of dry leaves beneath his head and hastened on.” 

“And did you return in time to save him?” asked Reuben, hanging on 
Malvin ’s words as if they were to be prophetic of his own success. 

“I did,” answered the other. “I came upon the camp of a hunting party 
before sunset of the same day. I guided them to the spot where my com- 
rade was expecting death ; and he is now a hale and hearty man upon his 
own farm, far within the frontiers, while I lie wounded here in the depths 
of the wilderness.” 

This example, powerful in affecting Reuben’s decision, was aided, un- 
consciously to himself, by the hidden strength of many another motive. 
Roger Malvin perceiv^ that the victory was nearly wcwi. 

“Now, go, my son, and Heaven prosper you! ” he said. “Turn not back 
with your friends when you meet them, lest your wounds and weariness 
overcome you ; but send hitherward two or three, that may be spared, to 
search for me; and believe me, Reuben, my heart will be lighter with 
every step you take towards home.” Yet there was, perhaps, a change 
both in his countenance and voice as he spoke thus; for, after all, it was 
a ghastly fate to be left expiring in the wilderness. 

Reuben Bourne, but half convinced that he was acting rightly, at 
length raised himself from the ground and prepared himself for his de- 
parture. And first, though contrary to Malvin’s wishes, he collected a 
stock of roots and herbs, which had been their only food during the last 
two days. This useless supply he placed within reach of the dying man, 
for whom, also, he swept together a bed of dry oak leaves. Then climbing 
<0 the summit of the rock, which on on^ side was rouj^ and broken, he 
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bent the oak sapling downward, and bound his handkerchief to the top- 
most branch, liiis precaution was not unnecessary to direct any who 
might come in search of Malvin; for every part of the rock, except its 
broad, smooth front, was concealed at a little distance by the dense im- 
dergrowth of the forest. The handkerchief had been the bandage of a 
wound upon Reuben’s arm; and, as he bound it to the tree, he vowed by 
the blood that stained it that he would return, either to save his com* 
panion’s life or to lay his body in the grave. He then descended, and 
stood, with downcast eyes, to receive Roger Malvin’s parting words. 

The experience of the latter suggested much and minute advice re- 
specting the youth’s journey through the trackless forest. Upon this sub- 
ject he spoke with calm earnestness, as if he were sending Reuben to the 
battle or the chase while he himself remained secure at home, and not as 
if the human countenance that was about to leave him were the last he 
would ever behold. But his firmness Y as shaken before he concluded. 

“Carry my blessing to Dorcas, and say that my last prayer shall be for 
her and you. Bid her to have no hard houghts because you left me here,” 
— Reuben’s heart smote him, — ^^To* that your life would not have 
weighed with you if its sacrifice could have done me good. She will marry 
you after she has mourned a little while for her father; and Heaven grant 
you long and happy days, and may your children’s children stand round 
your death bed! And, Reuben,” added he, as the weakness of mortality 
made its way at last, “return, when your wounds are healed and your 
weariness refreshed, — return to this wild rock, and lay my bones in the 
grave, and say a prayer over them.” 

An almost superstitious regard, arising perhaps from the customs of 
the Indians, whose war was with the dead as well as the living, was paid 
by the frontier inhabitants to the rites of sepulture; and there are many 
instances of the sacrifice of life in the attempt to bury those who had fall- 
en by the “sword of the wilderness.” Reuben, therefore, felt the full im- 
portance of the promise which he most solemnly made to return and per- 
form Roger Malvin ’s obsequies. It was remarkable that the latter, speak- 
ing his whole heart in his parting words, no longer endeavored to per- 
suade the youth that even the speediest succor might avail to the preser- 
vation of his life. Reuben was internally convinced that he should see 
Malvin’s living face no more. His generous nature would fain have de- 
layed him, at whatever risk, till the dying scene were past ; but the de- 
sire of existence and the hope of happiness had strengthened in his heart, 
and he was unable to resist them. 

“It is enough,” said Roger Malvin, having listened to Reuben s prom- 
ise. “Go, and God speed you!” 

The youth pressed his hand in silence, turned, and was dep)arting. His 
slow and faltering steps, however, had borne him but a little way before 
Malvin’s voice recalled him. 

“Reuben, Reuben,” said he, faintly; and Reuben returned and knelt 
down by the dying man. 

“Raise me, and let me lean against the rock,” was hi^last request, “My 
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face will be turned towards home, and I shall see you a moment longer 
as you pass among the trees.” ^ 

Reuben, having made the desired alteration in his companion’s posture, 
again began his solitary pilgrimage. He walked more hastily at first than 
was consistent with his strength; for a sort of guilty feeling, which some- 
times torments men in their most justifiable acts, caused him to seek con- 
cealment from Malvin’s eyes; but after he had trodden far upon the 
rustling forest leaves he crept back, impelled by a wild and painful curi- 
osity, and, sheltered by the earthy roots of an uptorn tree, gazed earnestly 
at the desolate man. The morning sun was unclouded, and the trees and 
shrubs imbibed the sweet air of the month of May; yet there seemed a 
gloom on Nature’s face, as if she sympathized with mortal pain and sor- 
row. Roger Malvin’s hands were uplifted in a fervent prayer, some of the 
words of which stole through the stillness of the woods and entered Reu- 
ben’s heart, torturing it with an unutterable pang. They were the broken 
accents of a |:)etition for his own happiness and that of Dorcas; and, as 
the youth listened, conscience, or something in its similitude, pleaded 
strongly with him to return and lie down again by the rock. He felt how 
hard was the doom of the kind and generous being whom he had deserted 
in his extremity. Death would come like the slow approach of a corpse, 
stealing gradually towards him through the forest, and showing its ghast- 
ly and motionless features from behind a nearer and yet a nearer tree. 
But such must have been Reuben’s own fate had he tarried another sun- 
set; and who shall impute blame to him if he shrink from so useless a sac- 
rifice? As he gave a parting look, a breeze waved the little banner upon 
the sapling oak and reminded Reuben of his vow. 


Many circumstances combined to retard the wounded traveller in his 
way to the frcm tiers. On the second day the clouds, gathering densely over 
the sky, precluded the possibility of regulating his course by the position 
of the sun ; and he knew not but that every effort of his almost exhausted 
strength was removing him farther from the home he sought. His scanty 
sustenance was supplied by the berries and other spontaneous products of 
the forest. Herds of deer, it is true, sometimes bounded past him, and 
partridges frequently whirred up before his footsteps; but his ammuni- 
tion had been expended in the fight, and he had no means of slaying them. 
His wounds, irritated by the constant exertion in which lay the only hope 
of life, wore away his strength and at intervals confused his reason. But, 
even in the wanderings of intellect, Reuben’s young heart clung strongly 
to existence; and it was only through absolute incapacity of motion that 
he at last sank down beneath a tree, compelled there to await death. 

In this situation he was discovered by a party who, upon the first intel- 
ligence of the fight, had beeit despatched to the relief of the survivors. 
They conveyed him to the nearest settlement, which chanced to be that 
of his own residence. 

Dorcas, in the ^jnplicity of the olden time, watched by the bedside of 
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her wounded loyer, and administered all those comforts that are in the 
sole gift of woman’s heart and hand. During several days Reuben’s recol- 
lection strayed drowsily among the perils and hardships through which 
he had passed, and he was incapable of returning definite answers to the 
inquiries with which many were eager to harass him. No authentic par- 
ticulars of the battle had yet been circulated ; nor could mothers, wives, 
and children tell whether their loved ones were detained by captivity or 
by the stronger chain of death. Dorcas nourished her apprehensions in 
silence till one afternoon when Reuben awoke from an unquiet sleep, and 
seemed to recognize her more perfec tly than at any previous time. She 
saw that his intellect had become composed, and she could no longer re- 
strain her filial anxiety. 

^^My father, Reuben?” she began, but the change hi her lover’s coun- 
tenance made her pause. 

The youth shrank as if with a bitter pain, and the blood gushed vividly 
into his wan and hollow cheeks. His first impulse was to cover his face; 
but, apparently with a desperate effort, he half raised himself and spoke 
vehemently, defending himself again T an imaginary accusation. 

^‘Youi father was sore wounded in the battle, Dorcas; and he bade me 
not burden myself with him, but only to lead him to the lakeside, that he 
might quench his thirst and die. But I would not desert the old man in his 
extremity, and, though bleeding myself, I supported him; I gave him 
half my strength, and led him away with me. For three days we journeyed 
on together, and your father was sustained beyond my hopes, but, awak- 
ing at sunrise on the fourth day, I found him faint and exhausted ; he was 
unable to proceed; his life had ebbed away fast; and” 

‘‘He died!” exclaimed Dorcas, faintly. 

Reuben felt it impossible to acknowledge that his selfish love of life had 
hurried him away before her father’s fate was decided. He spoke not ; he 
only bowed his head ; and, between shame and exhaustion, sank back and 
hid his face in the pillow. Dorcas wept when her fears were thus con- 
firmed; but the shock, as it had been long anticipated, was on that ac- 
count the less violent. 

“You dug a grave for my poor father in the wilderness, Reuben?” was 
the question by which her filial piety manifested itself. 

“My hands were weak; but I did what I could,” replied the youth in a 
smothered tone. “There stands a noble tombstone above his head ; and I 
would to Heaven I slept as soundly as he!” 

Dorcas, perceiving the wildness of his latter words, inquired no further 
at the time ; but her heart found ease in the thought that Roger Malvin 
had not lacked such funeral rites as it was possible to bestow. The tale of 
Reuben’s courage and fidelity lost nothing when she communicated it to 
her friends; and the poor youth, tottering from his sick chamber to 
breathe the sunny air, experienced from every tongue the miserable and 
humiliating torture of unmerited praise. All acknowledged that he might 
worthily demand the hand of the fair maiden to whose father he had been 
‘Taithful unto death;” and, as my tale is not of love, it Shall suffice to say 
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that in the space of a few months Reuben became the hysband of Dorcas 
Malvin. During the marriage ceremony the bride was covered with blush- 
es, but the bridegroom’s face was pale. 

There was now in the breast of Reuben Bourne an incommunicable 
thought — ^something which he was to conceal most heedfully from her 
whom he most loved and trusted. He regretted, deeply and bitterly, the 
moral cowardice that had restrained his words when he was about to dis- 
close the truth to Dorcas; but pride, the fear of losing her affection, the 
dread of universal scorn, forbade hi’m to rectify this falsehood. He felt 
that for leaving Roger Malvin he deserved no censure. His presence, the 
gratuitous sacrifice of his own life, would have added only another and a 
needless agony to the last moments of the dying man ; but concealment 
had imparted to a justifiable act much of the secret effect of guilt; and 
Reuben, while reason told him that he had done right, experienced in no 
small degree the mental horrors which punish the perpetrator of undis- 
covered crime. By a certain association of ideas, he at times almost ima- 
gined himself a murderer. For years, also, a thought would occasionally 
recur, which, though he perceived all its folly and extravagance, he had 
not power to banish from his mind. It was a haunting and torturing fancy 
that his father-in-law was yet sitting at the foot of the rock, on the with- 
ered forest leaves, alive, and awaiting his pledged assistance. These men- 
tal deceptions, however, came and went, nor did he ever mistake them for 
realities; but in the calmest and clearest moods of his mind he was con- 
scious that he had a deep vow unredeemed, and that an unburied corpse 
was calling to him out of the wilderness. Yet such was the consequence of 
his prevarication that he could not obey the call. It was now too late to 
require the assistance of Roger Malvin’s friends in performing his long- 
deferred sepulture ; and superstitious fears, of which none were more sus- 
ceptible than the people of the outward settlements, forbade Reuben to 
go alone. Neither did he know where in the pathless and illimitable forest 
to seek that smooth and lettered rock at the base of which the body lay: 
his remembrance of every portion of his travel thence was indistinct, and 
the latter part had left no impression upon his mind. There was, however, 
a continual impulse, a voice audible only to himself, commanding him to 
go forth and redeem his vow; and he had a strange impression that, were 
he to make the trial, he would be led straight to Malvin’s bones. But year 
after year that summons, unheard but felt, was disobeyed. His one secret 
thought became like a chain binding down his spirit and like a serpent 
gnawing into his heart; and he was transformed into a sad and downcast 
yet irritable man. 

In the course of a few years after their marriage changes began to be 
visible in the external prosperity of Reuben and Dorcas. The only riches 
of the former had been his stout heart and strong arm ; but the latter, her 
father’s sole heiress, had made her husband master of a farm, under older 
cultivation, larger, and better stocked than most of the frontier estab- 
lidiments. Reuben Bourne, however, was a neglectful husbandman; and, 
while the lands of'* the other settlers became annually more fruitful, his 
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deteriorated in the same proportion. The discouragements to agriculture 
were greatly lessened by the cessation of Indian war, during which men 
held the plough in one hand and the musket in the other, and were fortu- 
nate if the products of their dangerous labor were not destroyed, either in 
the field or in the barn, by the savage enemy. But Reuben did not profit 
by the altered condition of the country; nor can it be denied that his in- 
tervals of industrious attention to his affairs were but scantily rewarded 
with success. The irritability by which he had recently become distin- 
guished was another cause of his declining prosperity, as it occasioned 
frequent quarrels in his unavoidable intercourse with the neighboring set- 
tlers. The results of these were innumerable lawsuits; for the people of 
New England, in the earliest stages and wildest circumstances of the 
country^ adopted, whenever attainable, the legal mode of deciding their 
differences. To be brief, the world did not go well with P^euben Bourne; 
and, though not till many years after tiis marriage, he was finally a ruined 
man, with but one remaining expedient against the evil fate that had pur- 
sued him. He was to throw sunlight mto some deep recess of the forest, 
and seek subsistence from the virgin bosom of the wilderness. 

The only child of Reuben and Dc'rcas was a son, now arrived at the 
age of fifteen years, beautiful in youth, and giving promise of a glorious 
manhood. He was peculiarly qualified for, and already began to excel in, 
the wild accomplishments of frontier life. His foot was fleet, his aim true, 
his apprehension quick, his heart glad and high ; and all who anticipated 
the return of Indian war spoke of Cyrus Bourne as a future leader in the 
land. The boy was loved by his father with a deep and silent strength as 
if whatever was good and happy in his own nature had been transferred 
to his child, carrying his affections with it. Even Dorcas, though loving 
and beloved, was far less dear to him; for Reuben’s secret thoughts and 
insulated emotions had gradually made him a selfish man, and he could 
no longer love deeply except where he saw or imagined some reflection or 
likeness of his own mind. In Cyrus he recognized what he had himself 
been in other days; and at intervals he seemed to partake of the boy’s 
spirit, and to be revived with a fresh and happy life. Reuben was accom- 
panied by his son in the expedition, for the purpose of selecting a tract of 
land and felling and burning the timber, which necessarily preceded the 
removal of the household gods. Two months of autumn w'ere thus occu- 
pied, after which Reuben Bourne and his young hunter returned to spend 
their last winter in the settlements. 


It was early in the month of May that the little family snapped asun- 
der whatever tendrils of affections had clung to inanimate objects, and 
bade farewell to the few who, in the blight of fortune, called themselves 
their friends. The sadness of the parting moment had, to each of the pil- 
grims, its peculiar alleviations. Reuben, a moody man, and misanthropic 
because unhappy, strode onward with his usual stern brow and downcast 
eye, feeling few regrets and disdaining to acknowledge anv. Dorcas, while 
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she wept abundantly over the broken ties by which her simple and affec* 
tionate nature had bound itself to everything, felt that tne inhabitants of 
her inmost heart moved on with her, and that all else would be supplied 
wherever she m^ght go. And the boy dashed one tear-drop from his eye, 
and thought of the adventurous pleasures of the untrodden forest. 

Oh, who, in the enthusiasm of a daydream, has not wished that he were 
a wanderer in a world of summer wilderness, with one fair and gentle be- 
ing hanging lightly on his arm? In youth his free and exulting step would 
know no barrier but the rolling ocean oi the snow-topped mountains; 
calmer manhood would choose a home where Nature had strewn a double 
wealth in the vale of some transparent stream; and when hoary age, after 
long, long years of that pure life, stole on and found him there, it would 
find him the father of a race, the patriarch of a people, the founder of a 
mighty nation yet to be. When death, like the sweet sleep which we wel- 
come after a day of happiness, came over him, his far descendants would 
mourn over the venerated dust. Enveloped by tradition in mysterious at- 
tributes, the men of future generations would call him godlike; and re- 
mote posterity would see him standing, dimly glorious, far up the valley 
of a hundred centuries. 

The tangled and gloomy forest through which the personages of m} 
tale were wandering differed widely from the dreamer’s land of fantasy, 
yet there was something in their way of life that Nature asserted as her 
own, and the gnawing cares which went with them from the world weie 
all that now obstructed their happiness. One stout and shaggy steed, the 
bearer of all their wealth, did not shrink from the added weight of Dor- 
cas; although her hardy breeding sustained her, during the latter part of 
each day’s journey, by her husband’s side. Reuben and his son, their mus- 
kets on their shoulders and their axes slung behind them, kept an un- 
wearied pace, each watching with a hunter’s eye for the game that sup- 
plied their food. When hunger bade, they halted and prepared their meal 
on the bank of some unpolluted forest brook, which, as they knelt down 
with thirsty lips to drink, murmured a sweet unwillingness, like a maiden 
at love’s first kiss. They slept beneath a hut of‘ branches, and awoke at 
peep of light refreshed for the toils of another day. Dorcas and the boy 
went on joyously, and even Reuben’s spirit shone at intervals with an 
outward gladness; but inwardly there was a cold, cold sorrow, which he 
compared to the snowdrifts lying deep in the glens and hollows of the 
rivulets while the leaves were brightly green above. 

Cyrus Bourne was sufficiently skilled in the travel of the woods to ob- 
serve that his father did not adhere to the course they had pursued in 
their expedition of the preceding autumn. They were now keeping farther 
to the north, striking out more directly from the settlements, and into a 
region of which savage beasts and savage men were as yet the sole pos- 
sessors. The boy scnnetimes hinted his opinions upon the subject, and 
Reuben listened attentively, and once or twice altered the direction of 
their march in accordance with his son’s counsel; but, having so done, he 
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seemed ill at ease. His quick and wandering glances were sent forward, 
apparently in search of enemies lurking behind the tree trunks; and, see- 
ing nothing there, he would cast his eyes backwards as if in fear of some 
pursuer. Cyrus, perceiving that his father gradually resumed the old di- 
rection, forbore to interfere; nor, though something began to weigh upon 
his heart, did his adventurous nature permit him to regret the increased 
length and the mystery of their way. 

On the afternoon of the fifth day they halted, and made their simple 
encampment nearly an hour before sunset. The face of the country, for 
the last few miles, had been diversified by swells of land resembling huge 
waves of a petrified sea; and in one of the corresponding hollows, a wild 
and romantic spot, had the family reared their hut and kindled their fire. 
There is something chilling, and yet heart-warming, in the thought of 
these three, united by strong bands jf love and insulated from ail that 
breathe beside. The dark and gloomy pines looked down upon them, and, 
as the wind swept through their top.s a pitying sound was heard in the 
forest: or did those old trees groan in fear that men were come to lay the 
axe to cheir roots at last? Reuben and his son, while Dorcas made read> 
their meal, proposed to wander out in search of game, of which that day’s 
march had afforded no supply. The boy, promising not to quit the vicinity 
of the encampment, bounded off with a step as light and elastic as that or 
the deer he hoped to .slay; while his father, feeling a transient happiness 
as he gazed after him, was about to pursue an opposite direction. Dorcas, 
in the meanwhile, had seated herself near their fire of fallen branches, 
upon the mossgrown and mouldering trunk of i tree uprooted years be- 
fore. Her employment, diversified by an occasional glance at the pot, now 
beginning to simmer over the blaze, was the perusal of the current year’s 
Massachusetts Almanac, which, with the exception of an old black-letter 
Bible, comprised all the literary wealth of the family. None pay a greater 
regard to ar.bitrary*divisions of time than those who are excluded from 
society; and Dorcas mentioned, as if the information were of impor- 
tance, that it was now the twelfth of May. Her husband started. 

^^The twelfth of May!T should remember it well,” muttered he, while 
many thoughts occasioned a momentary confusion in his mind. “Where 
am I? Whither am I wandering? Where did I leave him?” 

Dorcas, too well accustomed to her husband’s wayward moods to note 
any peculiarity of demeanor, now laid aside the almanac and addressed 
him in that mournful tone which the tender hearted appropriate to griefs 
long cold and dead. 

“It was near this time of the month, eighteen years ago, that my poor 
father left this world for a better. He had a kind arm to hold his head and 
a kind voice to cheer him, Reuben, in his last moments; and the thought 
of the faithful care you took of him has comforted me many a time since. 
Oh, death would have been awful to a solitary man in a wild place like 
this!” 

“Pray Heaven, Dorcas,” said Reuben, in a broken voice, — “pray 
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Heaven that neither of us three dies solitary and lies unburM in this 
howling wilderness r’ And he hastened away, leaving lier to watch the 
fire beneath the gloomy pines. 

Reuben Bourne’s rapid pace gradually slackened as the pang, uninten- 
tionally inflicted by the words of Dorcas, became less acute. Many 
strange reflections, however, thronged upon him; and, straying onward 
rather like a sleep walker than a hunter, it was attributable to no care o 
his own that his devious course kept him in the vicinity of the encamp 
ment. His steps were imperceptibly led almost in a circle; nor did he ol 
serve that he was on the verge of a tract of land heavily timbered, but nv 
with pine-trees. The place of the latter was here supplied by oaks aii 
other of the harder woods; and around their roots clustered a dense ana 
bushy under-growth, leaving, however, barren spaces between the trees, 
thick strewn with withered leaves. Whenever the rustling of the branches 
or the creaking of the trunks made a sound, as if the forest were waking 
from slumber, Reuben instinctively raised the musket that rested on his 
arm, and cast a quick, sharp glance on every side; but, convinced by a 
partial observation that no animal was near, he would again give himself 
up to his thoughts. He was musing on the strange influence that had led 
him away from his premeditated course, and so far into the depths of th*^ 
wilderness. Unable to penetrate to the secret place of his soul where hi^ 
motives lay hidden, he believed that a supernatural voice had called hift< 
onward, and that a supernatural power had obstructed his retreat. Hr 
trusted that it was Heaven’s intent to afford him an opportunity of exp^ 
ating his sin; he hoped that he might find the bones so long unburied 
^d that, having laid the earth over them, peace would throw its sunlight 
into the sepulchre of his heart. From these thoughts he was aroused by a 
rustling in the forest at some distance from the spot to which he had wan- 
dered. Perceiving the motion of some object behind a thick veil of under- 
growth, he fired, with the instinct of a hunter and the aim of a practised 
marksman. A low moan, which told his success, and by which even ani- 
mals can express their d3dng agony, was unheeded by Reuben Bourne 
What were the recollections now breaking upon him? 

The thicket into which Reuben had fired was near the summit of a 
swell of land, and was clustered around the base of a rock, which, in the 
shape and smoothness of one of its surfaces, was not unlike a gigantic 
gravestone. As if reflected in a mirror, its likeness was in Reuben’s mem- 
ory. He even recognized the veins which seemed to form an inscription ir 
forgotten characters: ’everything remained the same, except that a thid 
covert of bushes shrouded the lower part of the rock, and would have hid- 
den Roger Malvin had he still been sitting there. Yet in the next moment 
Reuben’s eye was caught by another change that time had effected since 
he last stood where he was now standing again behind the earthy roots of 
the uptom tree. The sapling to which he had bound the bloodstained 
symbol of his vow had increased and strengthened into an oak, far indeed 
from its maturity, but with no mean spread of snadowy branches. There 
was one singularity observable in this tree which made Reuben tremble. 
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The middle and lower branches were in luxuriant life, and an excess ot 
vegetation had ‘fringed the trunk almost to the ground; but a blight had 
apparently stricken the upper part of the oak, and the very topmost 
bough was withered, sapless, and utterly dead. Reuben remembered how 
the little banner had fluttered on that topmost bough, when it was green 
1 and lovely, eighteen years before. Whose guilt had blasted it? 


, Dorcas, after the departure of the two hunters, continued her prepara- 
i(tions for their evening repast. Her sylvan table was the moss-covered 
jtrunk of a large fallen tree, on the broadest part of which she had spread 

snow-white cloth and arranged what were left of the bright pewter ves- 
j?els that had been her pride in the settlements. It had a strange aspect, 
that one little spot of homely comfc^rt in the desolate heart of Nature. 
The sunshine yet lingered upon the higher branches of the trees that grew 
on rising ground; but the shadows of evening had deepened intdthe hoh 
low where the encampment was made, and the firelight began to redden 
as it gleamed up the tall trunks of the pines or hovered on the dense and 
obscure mass of foliage that circled round the spot. The heart of Dorcas 
■^was not sad; for she felt that it was better to journey in the wilderness 
pwith two whom she loved than to be a lonely woman in a crowd that cared 
rjiot for her. As she busied herself in arranging seats of mouldering wood, 
itovered with leaves, for Reuben and her son, her voice danced through 
the gloomy forest in the measure of a song that she had learned in youth. 
The rude melody, the production of a bard who won no name, was de- 
♦scriptive of a winter evening in a frontier cottage, when, secured from 
savage inroad by the high-piled snow-drifts, the family rejoiced by their 
own fireside. The whole ‘song possessed the nameless charm peculiar to 
-unborrowed thought, but four continually-recurring lines shone out from 
I the rest like the blaze of the hearth whose joys they celebrated. Into them, 
-working magic with a few simple words, the poet had instilled the very 
.essence of domestic love and household happiness, and they were poetry 
and picture joined in one. As Dorcas sang, the walls of her forsaken home 
'Seemed to encircle her ; she no longer saw the gloomy pines, nor heard the 
wind which still, as she began each verse, sent a heavy breath through the 
branches, and died away in a hollow moan from the burden of the song. 
She was aroused by the report of a gun in the vicinity of the encamp- 
iment; and either the sudden sound, or her loneliness by the glowing fire, 
caused her to tremble violently. The next moment she laughed in the 
•pride of a mother^s heart. 

“My beautiful young hunter! My boy has slain a deer!^’ she ex- 
claimed, recollecting that in the direction whence the shot proceeded Cy- 
rus had gone to the chase. 

She waited a reasonable time to hear her son’s light step bounding over 
the rustling leaves to tell of his success. But he did not immediately ap- 
pear; and she sent her cheerful voice among the trees in search of him. 
“Cyrus! Cyrus!” , ui 
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His coming was still delayed; and she determined, as the report had 
apparently been very near, to seek for him in person. Hei^ assistance, also, 
might be necessary in bringing home the venison which she flattered her- 
self he had obtained. She therefore set forward, directing her steps by the 
long-past sound, and singing as she went, in order that the boy might be 
aware of her approach and run to meet her. From behind the tr\nk of 
every tree, and from every hiding-place in the thick foliage of the under- 
growth, she hoped to discover the countenance of her son, laughing with 
the sportive mischief that is born of affection. The sun was now beneath 
the horizon, and the light that came down among the leaves was suffi- 
ciently dim to create many illusions in her expecting fancy. Several times 
she seemed indistinctly to see his face gazing out from among the leaves; 
and once she imagined that he stood beckoning to her at the base of a 
craggy rock. Keeping her eyes on this object, however, it proved to be no 
more than the trunk of an oak fringed to the very ground with little 
branches, oncf of which, thrust out farther than the rest, was shaken by 
the breeze. Making Jier way round the foot of the rock, she suddenly 
found herself close to her husband, who had approached in another direc- 
tion. Leaning upon the butt of his gun, the muzzle of which rested upon 
the withered leaves, he was apparently absorbed in the contemplation of 
some object at his feet. 

^^How is this, Reuben? Have you slain the deer and fallen asleep over 
him?’^ exclaimed Dorcas, laughing cheerfully, on her first slight observa- 
tion of his posture and appearance. 

He stirred not, neither did he turn his eyes towards her; and a cold, 
shuddering fear, indefinite in its source and object, began to creep into 
her blood. She now perceived that her husband’s face was ghastly pale, 
and his features were rigid, as if incapable of assuming any other expres- 
sion than the strong despair which had hardened upon them. He gave not 
the slightest evidence that he was aware of her approach. 

*Tor the love of Heaven, Reuben, speak to me!’’ cried Dorcas; and 
the strange sound of her own voice affrighted her even more than the 
dead silence. 

Her husband started, stared into her face, drew her to the front of the 
rock, and pointed with his finger. 

Oh, there lay the boy, asleep, but dreamless, upon the fallen forest 
leaves I His cheek rested upon his arm — ^his curled locks were thrown 
back from his brow — ^his limbs were slightly relaxed. Had a sudden wear- 
iness overcome the youthful hunter? Would his mother’s voice arouse 
him? She knew that it was death. 

“This broad rock is the gravestone of your near kindred, Dorcas,” said 
her husband. “Your tears will fall at once over your father and your son.” 

She heard him not. With one wild shriek, that seemed to force its way 
from the sufferer’s inmost soul, she sank insensible by the side of her dead 
boy. At that moment the withered tc^most bough of the oak loosened it- 
self in the stilly air, and fell in soft, light fragments upon the rock, upon 
the leaves, upon IReuben, upon his wife fuid child, and upon Roger Mai- 
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vin’s bones. Th^ Reuben’3 heart was stricken, and the tears gushed out 
like water from a rock. The vow that the wounded youth had made th< 
blighted man had come to redeem. His sin was expiated, — the curse was 
gone from him ; and in the hour when he had shed blood dearer to him 
than his own, a prayer, the first for years, went up to Heaven from the 
lips of Reuben Bourne. 


THE ARTIST OF THE BEAUTIFUL 

An elderly man, with his pretty daughter on his arm, was passing along 
the street, and emerged from the gloom of the cloudy evening into the 
light that fell across the pavement f^om the window of a small shop. It 
was a projecting window; and on the inside were suspended a variety of 
watches, pinchbeck, silver, and one or two of gold, all with their faces 
turned from the streets, as if churlishly disinclined to inform the wayfar- 
ers what o’clock it was. Seated within the shop, sidelong to the window, 
with his pale face bent earnestly over some delicate piece of mechanism 
on which was thrown the concentrated lustre of a shade lamp, appeared a 
young man. 

^What can Owen Warland be about?” muttered old Peter Hovenden, 
himself a retired watchmaker, and the former master of this same young 
man whose occupation he was now wondering at. “What can the fellow be 
about? These six months past I have never come by his shop without see- 
ing him just as steadily at work as now. It would be a flight beyond his 
usual foolery to seek for the perpetual motion; and yet I know enough 01 
my old business to be certain that what he is now so busy with is no part 
of the machinery of a watch.” 

“Perhaps, father,” said Annie, without showing much interest in the 
question, “Owen is inventing a new kind of timekeeper. I am sure he has 
ingenuity enough.” 

^'Poh, child I He has not the sort of ingenuity to invent anything better 
than a DiRch toy,” answered her father, who had formerly been put to 
much vexation by Owen Warland’s irregular genius. “A plague on such 
ingenuity! All the effect that ever I knew of it was to spoil the accuracy 
of some of the best watches in my shop. He would turn the sun out of its 
orbit and derange the whole course of time, if, as I said before, his inge- 
nuity could grasp anything bigger than a child’s toy!” 

“Hush, father! He hears you!” whispered Annie, pressing the old 
man’s arm. “His ears are as delicate as his Jfeelings; and you know how 
easily disturbed they are. Do let us move on.” 

So Peter Hovenden and his daughter Annie plodded on without further 
conversation, until in a by-street of the town they^found themselves 
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passing the open door of a blacksmith’s shc^. Within wa^ seen the forge, 
now blazing up and illuminating the high and dusky roof, and now con- 
fining its lustre to a narrow precinct of the coal-strewn floor, according as 
the breath of the bellows was puffed forth or again inhaled into its vast 
leathern lungs. In the intervals of brightness it was easy to distinguish 
objects in remote comers of the shop and the horseshoes that hung upon 
the wall; in the momentary gloom the fire seemed to be glimmering 
amidst the vagueness of unenclosed space. Moving about in this red glare 
and alternate dusk was the figure of the blacksmith, well worthy to be 
viewed in so picturesque an aspect of light and shade, where the bright 
blaze struggled with the black night, as if each would have snatched his 
comely strength from the other. Anon he drew a white-hot bar of iron 
from the coals, laid it on the anvil, uplifted his arm of might, and was 
soon enveloped in the myriads of sparks which the strokes of his hammer 
scattered into the surrounding gloom. 

“Now, that is a pleasant sight,” said the old watchmaker. “I know 
what it is to work in gold; but give me the worker in iron after all is said 
and done. He spends his labor upon a reality. What say you, daughter 
Annie?” 

“Pray don’t speak so loud, father,” whispered Annie, “Robert Dan- 
forth will hear you.” 

“And what if he should hear me?” said Peter Hovenden. “I say again, 
it is a good and a wholesome thing to depend upon main strength and re- 
ality, and to earn one’s bread with the bare and brawny arm of a black- 
smith. A watchmaker gets his brain puzzled by his wheels within a wheel, 
or loses his health or the nicety of his eyesight, as was my case, and finds 
himself at middle age, or a little after, past labor at his own trade and fit 
for nothing else, yet too poor to live at his ease. So I say once again, give 
me main strength for my money. And then, how it takes the nonsense out 
of a man! Did you ever hear of a blacksmith being such a fool as Owen 
Warland yonder?” 

“Well said, uncle Hovenden!” shouted Robert Danforth from the 
forge, in a full, deep, merry voice, that made the roof reecho. “And what 
says Miss Annie to that doctrine? She, I suppose, will think it a genteeler 
business to tinker up a lady’s watch than to forge a horseshoe or make a 
gridiron.” 

Annie drew her father onward without giving him time for reply. 

But we must return to Owen Warland’s shop, and spend more medita- 
tion upon his history and character than either Peter Hovenden, or prob- 
ibly his daughter Annie, or Owen’s old school-fellow, Robert Danforth, 
TOuld have thought due to so slight a subject. From the time that his lit- 
tle fingers could grasp a penknife, Owen had been remarkable for a deli- 
cate ingenuity, which sometimes produced pretty shapes in wood, princi- 
pally figures of flowers and birds, and sometimes seemed to aim at the 
hidden mysteries of mechanism. But it was always for purposes of grace, 
and never with any mockery of the useful. He did not, like the crowd of 
school-bpy artisai&V ccmstruct little windmills on the angle of a bam or 
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watermills acr(^ the neighboring brook. Those who discovered such pe* 
culiarity in the boy as to think it worth their while to observe him closely^ 
sometimes saw reason to suppose that he was attempting tc imitate the 
beautiful movements of Nature as exemplified in the flight of birds or the 
activity of little animals. It seemed, in fact, a new development of the 
love of the beautiful, such as might have made him a poet, a painter, or a 
sculptor, and which was as completely refined from all utilitarian coarse- 
ness as it could have been in either of the fine arts. He looked with singu- 
lar distaste at the stiff and regular processes of ordinary machinery. Be- 
ing once carried to see a steam-engine, in the expectation that his intui- 
tive comprehension of mechanical principles would be gratified, he turned 
pale and grew sick, as if something monstrous and unnatural had been 
presented to him. This horror was partly owing to the size and terrible 
energy of the iron laborer; for the character of Owen’s mind was micro- 
scopic, and tended naturally to the minute, in accordance with his dimin- 
utive frame and the marvellous smallness and delicate power of his fin- 
gers. Not that his sense of beauty was thereby diminished into a sense of 
prettiness. The beautiful idea has no relation to size, and may be as per- 
fectly developed in a space too minute for any but microscopic investiga- 
tion as within the ample verge that is measured by the arc of the rainbow. 
But, at all events, this characteristic minuteness in his objects and accom- 
plishments made the world even more incapable than it might otherwise 
have been of appreciating Owen Warland’s genius. The boy’s relatives 
saw nothing better to be done — as perhaps there was not — than to bind 
him apprentice to a watchmaker, hoping that his strange ingenuity 
nught thus be regulated and put to utilitarian purposes. 

Peter Hovenden’s opinion of his apprentice has already been ex- 
pressed. He could make nothing of the lad. Owen’s apprehension of the 
professional mysteries, it is true, was inconceivably quick ; but he alto- 
gether forgot or despised the grand object of a watchmaker’s business, 
and cared no more for the measurement of time than if it had been 
merged into eternity. So long, however, as he remained under his old mas- 
ter’s care, Owen’s lack of sturdiness made it possible, by strict injunctions 
and sharp oversight, to restrain his creative eccentricity within bounds; 
but when his apprenticeship was served out, and he had taken the little 
shop which Peter Hovenden’s failing eyesight compelled him to relin- 
quish, then did people recognize how unfit a person was Owen Warland 
to lead old blind Father Time along his daily course. One of his most ra- 
tional projects was to connect a musical operation with the machinery of 
his watches, so that all the harsh dissonances of life might be rendered 
tuneful, and each flitting moment fall into the abyss of the past in golden 
drops of harmony. If a family clock was intrusted to him for repair, — 
one of those tall, ancient clocks that have grown nearly allied to human 
nature by measuring out the lifetime of maxiy generations, — ^he would 
take upon himself to arrange a dance or tunerSl procession of figures 
across its venerable face, representing twelve mirthful or melancholy 
hours. Several freaks of this kind quite destroyed thc^young watchmak- 
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er’s credit with that steady and matter-of-fact class of people who hold 
the opinion that time is not to be trifled with, whether a>nsidered as the 
medium of advancement and prosperity in this world or preparation for 
the next. His custom rapidly diminished — a misfortune, however, that 
was probably reckoned among his better accidents by Owen Warland, 
who was becoming more and more absorbed in a secret occupation which 
drew all his science and manual dexterity into itself, and likewise gave 
full employment to the characteristic tendencies of his genius. This pur- 
suit had already consumed many months. 

After the old watchmaker and his pretty daughter had gazed at him 
out of the obscurity of the street, Owen Warland was seized with a flut- 
tering of the nerves, which made his hand tremble too violently to pro- 
ceed with such delicate labor as he was now engaged upon. 

‘Tt was Annie herself! ” murmured he. ‘T should have known it, by this 
throbbing of my heart, before I heard her father’s voice. Ah, how it 
throbs! I shall scarcely be able to work again on this exquisite mechanism 
to-night. Annie! dearest Annie! thou shouldst give firmness to my heart 
and hand, and not shake them thus; for if I strive to put the very spirit 
of beauty into form and give it motion, it is for thy sake alone. O throb- 
bing heart, be quiet! If my labor be thus thwarted, there will come vague 
and unsatisfied dreams which will leave me spiritless to-morrow.” 

As he was endeavoring to settle himself again to his task, the shop door 
opened and gave admittance to no other than the stalwart figure which 
Peter Hovenden had paused to admire, as seen amid the light and shadow 
of the blacksmith’s shop. Robert Danforth had brought a little anvil of 
his own manufacture, and peculiarly constructed, which the young artist 
had recently bespoken. Owen examined the article and pronounced it 
fashioned according to his wish. 

“Why, yes,” said Robert Danforth, his strong voice filling the shop as 
with the sound of a bass viol, “I consider myself equal to anything in the 
way of my own trade ; though I should have made but a poor figure at 
yours with such a fist as this,” added he, laughing, as he laid his vast 
hand beside the delicate one of Owen. “But what then? I put more main 
strength into one blow of my sledge hammer than all that you have ex- 
pended since you were a ’prentice. Is not that the truth?” 

“Very probably,” answered the low and slender voice of Owen. 
“Strength is an earthly monster, I make no pretensions to it. My force, 
whatever there may be of it, is altogether spiritual.” 

“Well, but, Owen, what are you about?” asked his old school-fellow, 
still in such a hearty volume of tone that it made the artist shrink, espe- 
cially as the question related to a subject so sacred as 'the absorbing 
dream of his imagination. “Folks do say that you are trying to discover 
the perpetual mption.” 

“The perpetual motion? Nonsense!” replied Owen Warland, with a 
movement of disgust; for he Was full of little petulances. “It can never be 
discovered. It is a dream that may delude men whose brains are mystified 
with matter, but Eot me. Besides, if sugh a discovery were possible, it 



1143 


THE ARTIST OF THE BEAUTIFUL 

would not be wpth my while to make it only to have the secret turned to 
such purposes as are now effected by steam and water power. I am not 
ambitious to be honored with the paternity of a new kind of cotton ma- 
chine.’’ 

‘‘That would be droll enough I” cried the blacksmith, breaking out into 
such an uproar of laughter that Owen himself and the bell glasses on his 
work-board quivered in unison. “No, no, Owen I No child of yours will 
have iron joints and sinews. Well, I won’t hinder you any more. Good 
night, Owen, and success, and if you need any assistance, so far as a 
downright blow of hammer upon anvil will answer the purpose, I’m your 
man.” 

And with another laugh the man of main strength left the shop. 

“How strange it is,” whispered Owen Warland to himself, leaning his 
head upon his hand, “that all my musings, my purposes, my passion foi 
the beautiful, my consciousness of power to create it, — a finer, more ethe- 
real power, of which this earthly giant can have no conception,- -all, all, 
look so vain and idle whenever my oath is crossed by Robert Danforth! 
He would drive me mad were I to meet him often. His hard, brute force 
darkens and confuses the spiritual element within me; but I, too, will be 
strong in my own way. I will not yield to him.” 

He took from beneath a glass a piece of minute machinery, which he 
set in the condensed light of his lamp, and, looking intently at it through 
a magnif)dng glass, proceeded to operate with a delicate instrument of 
steel. In an instant, however, he fell back in his chair and clasped his 
hands, with a look of horror on his face that made its small features as 
impressive as those of a giant would have been. 

“Heaven! What have I done?” exclaimed he. “The vapor, the influ- 
ence of that brute force, — it has bewildered me and obscured my percep- 
tion. I have made the very stroke — the fatal stroke — that I have dreaded 
from the first. It is all over — the toil of months, the object of my life. I 
am ruined!” 

And there he sat, in strange despair, until his lamp flickered in the 
socket and left the Artist of the Beautiful in darkness. 

Thus it is that ideas, which grow up within the imagination and appear 
so lovely to it and of a value beyond whatever men call valuable, are ex- 
posed to be shattered and annihilated by contact with the practical. It is 
requisite for the ideal artist to possess a force of character that seems 
hardly compatible with its delicacy; he must keep his faith in himsell 
while the incredulous world assails him with its utter disbelief ; he must 
stand up against mankind and be his own sole disciple, both as respecU 
his genius and the objects to which it is directed. 

For a time Owen Warland succumbed to this severe but inevitable test. 
He spent a few sluggish weeks with his head so continually resting in his 
hands that the towns-people had scarcely an opportunity to see his coun^ 
tenance. When at last it was again uplifted to the light of day, a cold, 
dull, nameless change was perceptible upon it. In the opinion of Peter 
Hovenden, however, and that t)rder of sagacious understandings who 
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think that life should be regulated, like clockwork, with^eaden weights, 
the alteration was entirely for the better. Owen now, indeed, applied him* 
self to business with dogged industry. It was marvellous to witness the 
obtuse gravity with which he would inspect the wheels of a great old sil- 
ver watch ; thereby delighting the owner, in whose fob it had been worn 
till he deemed it a portion of his own life, and was accordingly jealous of 
its treatment. In consequence of the good report thus acquired, Owen 
Warland was invited by the proper authorities to regulate the clock in the 
church steeple. He succeeded so admirably in this matter of public inter- 
est that the merchants gruffly acknowledged his merits on ’Change; the 
nurse whispered his praises as she gave the potion in the sick-chamber; 
the lover blessed him at the hour of appointed interview; and the town in 
general thanked Owen for the punctuality of dinner time. In a word, the 
heavy weight upon his spirits kept everything in order, not merely within 
his own system, but wheresoever the iron accents of the church clock 
were audible. It was a circumstance, though minute, yet characteristic of 
his present state, that, when employed to engrave names or initials on 
silver spoons, he now wrote the requisite letters in the plainest possible 
style, omitting a variety of fanciful flourishes that had heretofore distin- 
guished his work in this kind. 

One day, during the era of this happy transformation, old Peter Hov- 
enden tame to visit his former apprentice. 

‘‘Well, Owen,” said he, “I am glad to hear such good accounts of you 
from all quarters, and especially from the town clock yonder, which 
speaks in your commendation every hour of the twenty-four. Only get 
rid altogether of your nonsensical trash about the beautiful, which I nor 
nobody else, nor yourself to boot, could ever understand, — only free 
yourself of that, and your success in life is as sure as daylight. Why, if 
you go on in this way, I should even venture to let you doctor this pre- 
cious old watch of mine; though, except my daughter Annie, I have noth- 
ing else so valuable in the world.” 

“I should hardly dare touch it, sir,” replied Owen, in a depressed tone; 
for he was weighed down by his old master’s presence. 

“In time,” said the latter, — ^“In time, you will be capable of it.” 

The old watchmaker, with the freedom naturally consequent on his 
former authority, went on inspecting the work which Owen had in hand 
at the moment, together with other matters that were in progress. The 
artist, meanwhile, could scarcely lift his head. There was nothing so anti- 
podal to his nature as this man’s cold, unimaginative sagacity, by con- 
tact with which everything was converted into a dream except the densest 
matter of the physical world. Owen groaned in spirit and prayed fervently 
to be delivered from him. 

“But what is this?” cried Peter Hovenden abruptly, taking up a dusty 
bell glass, beneath which appeared a mechanical something, as delicate 
and minute as the system of a butterfly’s anatomy. “What have we here? 
OwenI Owenl there is witchcraft in ttese little chains, and wheels, and 
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paddles. See! with one pinch of my finger and thumb I am going to de* 
liver you fromiill future peril.” 

“For Heaven’s sake,” screamed Owen Warland, springing up with 
wonderful energy, “as you would not drive me mad, do not touch it! The 
slightest pressure of your finger would ruin me forever.” 

“Aha, young man! And is it so?” said the old watchmaker, looking at 
him with just enough penetration to torture Owen’s soul with the bitter- 
ness of worldly criticism. “Well, take your own course; but I warn you 
again that in this small piece of mechanism lives your evil spirit. Shdl I 
exorcise him?” 

“You are my evil spirit,” answered Owen, much excited, — ^“you and 
the hard, coarse world! The leaden thoughts and the despondency that 
you fling upon me are my clogs, else I should long ago have achieved the 
task that I was created for.” 

Peter Hovenden shook his head, with the mixture of contempt and in- 
dignation which mankind, of whom he was partly a representative, deem 
themselves entitled to feel towards all simpletons who seek other prizes 
than the dusty one along the highway. He then took his leave, with an up- 
lifted finger and a sneer upon his tace that haunted the artist’s dreams 
for many a night afterwards. At the time of his old master’s visit, Owen 
was probably on the point of taking up the relinquished task; but, by this 
sinister event, he was thrown back into the state whence he had been 
slowly emerging. 

But the innate tendency of his soul had only been accumulating fresh 
vigor during its apparent sluggishness. As the summer advanced he al- 
most totally relinquished his business, and permitted Father Time, so 
far as the old gentleman was represented by the clocks and watches under 
his control, to stray at random through human life, making infinite con- 
fusion among the train of bewildered hours. He wasted the sunshine, as 
people said, in wandering through the woods and fields and along the 
banks of streams. There, like a child, he found amusement in chasing but- 
terflies or watching the motions of water insects. There was something 
truly mysterious in the intentness with which he contemplated these liv- 
ing playthings as they sported on the breeze or examined the structure of 
an imperial insect whom he had imprisoned. The chase of butterflies was 
an apt emblem of the ideal pursuit in which he had spent so many golden 
hours; but would the beautiful idea ever be yielded to his hand like the 
butterfly that symbolized it? Sweet, doubtless, were these days, and con- 
genial to the artist’s soul. They were full of bright conceptions, which 
gleamed through his intellectual world as the butterflies gleamed through 
the outward atmosphere, and were real to him, for the instant, without 
the toil, and perplexity, and many disappointments of attempting to 
make them visible to the sensual eye. Alas that the artist, whether in 
poetry, or whatever other material, may not content himself with the in- 
ward enjoyment of the beautiful, but must chase the flitting mystery be- 
yond the verge of his ethereal domain, and crush its frail being in seizing 
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it with a material grasp. Owen Warland felt the impulse to give external 
reality to his ideas as irresistibly as any of the poets or pifinters who have 
arrayed the world in a dimmer and fainter beauty, imperfectly copied 
from the richness of their visions. 

The night was now his time for the slow progress of re-creating the one 
idea to which all his intellectual activity referred itself. Always at the 
approach of dusk he stole into the town, locked himself within his shop, 
and wrought with patient delicacy of touch for many hours. Sometimes he 
was startled by the rap of the watchman, who, when all the world should 
be asleep, had caught the gleam of lamplight through the crevices of 
Owen Warland^s shutters. Daylight, to the morbid sensibility of his mind, 
seemed to have an intrusiveness that interfered with his pursuits. On 
cloudy and inclement days, therefore, he sat with his head upon his 
hands, muffling, as it were, his sensitive brain in a mist of indefinite mus- 
ings^, for it was a relief to escape from the sharp distinctness with which 
he was compelled to shape out his thoughts daring his nightly toil. 

From one of these fits of torpor he was aroused by the entrance of 
Annie Hovenden, who came into the shop with the freedom of a customer, 
and also with something of the familiarity of a childish friend. She had 
worn a hole through her silver thimble, and wanted Owen to repair it. 

“But I don^t know whether you will condescend to such a task,’’ said 
she, laughing, “now that you are so taken up with the notion of putting 
spirit into machinery.” 

“Where did you get that idea, Annie?” said Owen, starting in surprise. 

“Oh, out of my own head,” answered she, “and from something that I 
heard you say, long ago, when you were but a boy and I a little child. 
But come; will you mend this poor thimble of mine?” 

“Anything for your sake, Annie,” said Owen Warland, — “anything, 
even were it to work at Robert Danforth’s forge.” 

“And that would be a pretty sight!” retorted Annie, glancing with im- 
perceptible slightness at the artist’s small and slender frame. “Well; here 
is the thimble.” 

“But that is a strange idea of yours,” said Owen, “about the spiritual- 
ization of matter.” 

And then the thought stole into his mind that this young girl possessed 
the gift to comprehend him better than all the world besides. And what 
a help and strength would it be to him in his lonely toil if he could gain 
the sympathy of the only being whom he loved! To persons whose pur- 
suits are insulated from the common business of life — who are either in 
advance of mankind or apart from it — there often comes a sensation of 
moral cold that makes the spirit shiver as if it had reached the frozen 
solitudes around the pole. What the prophet, the poet, the reformer, the 
criminal, or any other man with ^uman yearnings, but separated from 
the multitude by a peculiar lot, might feel, poor Owen felt. 

“Annie,” cried he, growing pale as death at the thought, “how gladly 
would I tell you the secret of my pursuit! You, methinks, would estimate 
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it rightly. You, I know, would hear it with a reverence that I must not 
expect from the^harsh, material world.” 

'Would I not? to be sure I would!” replied Annie Hovenden, lightly 
laughing. “Come; explain to me quickly what is the meaning of this 
little whirligig, so delicately wrought that it might be a plaything for 
Queen Mab. See! I will put it in motion.” 

“Hold!” exclaimed Owen, “hold!” 

Annie had but given the slightest possible touch, with the point of a 
needle, to the same minute portion of complicated machinery which has 
been more than once mentioned, when the artist seized her by the wrist 
with a force that made her scream aloud. She was affrighted at the con- 
vulsion of intense rage and anguish that writhed across his features. The 
next instant he let his head sink upon his hands. 

“Go, Annie,” murmured he; “I have deceived myself, and must suffer 
for it. I yearned for sympathy, anc' thought, and fancied, and dreamed 
that you might give it me; but you lack the talisman, Annie, that should 
admit you into my secrets. That t mch has undone the toil of months 
and the thought of a lifetime! It wa > not your fault, Annie; but you have 
ruined me!” 

Poor Owen Warland! He had indeed erred, yet pardonably; for if any 
human spirit could have sufficiently reverenced the processes so sacred in 
his eyes, it must have been a woman’s. Even Annie Hovenden, possibly, 
might not have disappointed him had she been enlightened by the deep 
intelligence of love. 

The artist spent the ensuing winter in a way that satisfied any persons 
who had hitherto retained a hopeful opinion of him that he was, in truth, 
irrevocably doomed to unutility as regarded the world, and to an evil 
destiny on his own part. The decease of a relative had put him in posses- 
sion of a small inheritance. Thus freed from the necessity of toil, and 
having lost the steadfast influence of a great purpose, — great, at least, to 
him, — he abandoned himself to habits from which it might have been 
supposed the mere delicacy of his organization would have availed to se- 
cure him. But when the ethereal portion of a man of genius is obscured, 
the earthly part assumes an influence the more uncontrollable, because 
the character is now thrown off the balance to which Providence had so 
nicely adjusted it, and which, in coarser natures, is adjusted by some 
other method. Owen Warland made proof of whatever show of bliss may 
be found in riot. He looked at the world through the golden medium of 
wine, and contemplated the visions that bubble up so gayly around the 
brim of the glass, and that people the air with shapes of pleasant mad- 
ness, which so soon grow ghostly and forlorn. Even when this dismal and 
inevitable change had taken place, the young man might still have con- 
tinued to quaff the cup of enchantments, though its vapor did but shroud 
life in gloom and fill the gloom with spectres that mocked at him. There 
was a certain irksomeness of spirit, which* being real, and the deepest 
sensation of which the artist was now conscious, was more intolerable 
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any fantastic miseries and horrors that the abuse of wine could sum- 
mon up. In the latter case he could remember, even out^f the midst of 
hfa trouble, that all was but a delusion; in the former, the heavy anguish 
was his actual life. 

From this perilous state he was redeemed by an incident which more 
than one person witnessed, but of which the shrewdest could not ex^^lain 
or conjecture the operation on Owen Warland’s mind. It was very sim- 
ple. On a warm afternoon of spring, as the artist sat among his riotous 
companions with a glass of wine before him, a splendid butterfly flew in 
at the open window and fluttered about his head. 

‘^Ah,” exclaimed Owen, who had drank freely, “are you alive again, 
child of the sun and playmate of the summer breeze, after your dismal 
winter’s nap? Then it is time for me to be at work! ” 

And, leaving his unemptied glass upon the table, he departed and was 
never known to sip another drop of wine. 

And now, again, he resumed his wanderings in the woods and fields. It 
might be fancied that the bright butterfly, which had come so spirit-like 
into the window as Owen sat with the rude revellers, was indeed a spirit 
commissioned to recall him to the pure, ideal life that had so etheralized 
him among men. It might be fancied that he went forth to seek this spirit 
in its sunny haunts; for still, as in the summer time gone by, he was seen 
to steal gently up wherever a butterfly had alighted, and lose himself in 
contemplation of it. When it took flight his eyes followed the winged vis- 
ion, as if its airy track would show the path to heaven. But what could be 
the purpose of the unseasonable toil, which was again resumed, as the 
watchman knew by the lines of lamplight through the crevices of Owen 
Warland’s shutters? The towns-people had one comprehensive explana- 
tion of all these singularities. Owen Warland had gone mad! How uni- 
versally efficacious — ^how satisfactory, too, and soothing to the injured 
^nsibility of narrowness and dulness — is this easy method of accounting 
for whatever lies beyond the world’s most ordinary scope! From St. 
Paul’s days down to our poor little Artist of the Beautiful, the same talis- 
man had been applied to the elucidation of all mysteries in the words or 
deeds of men who spoke or acted too wisely or too well. In Owen War- 
land’s case the judgment of his towns-people may have been correct. Per- 
haps he was mad. The lack of sympathy — that contrast between himself 
and his neighbors which took away the restraint of example — ^was enough 
to make him so. Or possibly he had caught just so much of ethereal ra- 
diance as served to bewilder him, in an earthly sense, by its intermixture 
with the common daylight. 

One evening, when the artist had returned from a customary ramble 
and had just thrown the lustre of his lamp on the delicate piece of work 
50 often interrupted, but still taken up again, as if his fate were embodied 
in its mechanism, he was surprised by the entrance of old Peter Hoven- 
jen. Owen never met this man without a shrinking of the heart. Of all the 
world he was most terrible, by reason of a keen understanding which saw 
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SO distinctly what it did see, and disbelieved so uncompromisingly in 
what it could nbt see. On this occasion the old watchmaker had merely a 
gracious word or two to say. 

‘^Owen, my lad/^ said he, ‘^we must see you at my house to-morrow 
night.’’ 

The artist began to mutter some excuse. 

^^Oh, but it must be so,” quoth Peter Hovenden, “for the sake of tht 
days when you were one of the household. What, my boy I don’t you 
know that my daughter Annie is engaged to Robert Danforth? We are 
making an entertainment, in our humble way, to celebrate the event.” 

“Ah!” said Owen. 

That little monosyllable was all he uttered; its tone seemed cold and 
unconcerned to an ear like Peter Hovenden’s; and yet there was in it the 
stifled outcry of the poor artist’s heart, which he compressed within him 
like a man holding down an evil spirit. One slight outbreak, however, im- 
perceptible to the old watchmaker he allowed himself. Raising the in- 
strument with which he was about to begin his work, he let it fall upon 
the little system of machinery that had, anew, cost him months of 
thought and toil. It was shattered by the stroke! 

Owen Warland’s story would have been no tolerable representation of 
the troubled life of those who strive to create the beautiful, if, amid all 
other thwarting influences, love had not interposed to steal the cunning 
from his hand. Outwardly he had been no ardent or enterprising lover; 
the career of his passion had confined its tumults and vicissitudes so en- 
tirely within the artist’s imagination that Annie herself had scarcely more 
than a woman’s intuitive perception of it; but, in Owen’s view, it covered 
the whole field of his life. Forgetful of the time when she had shown her- 
self incapable of any deep response, he had persisted in connecting all 
his dreams of artistical success with Annie’s image; she was the visible 
shape in which the spiritual power that he worshipped, and on whose al- 
tar he hoped to lay a not unworthy offering, was made manifest to him. 
Of course he had deceived himself; there were no such attributes in An- 
nie Hovenden as his imagination had endowed her with. She, in the as- 
pect which she wore to his inward vision, was as much a creature of his 
own as the mysterious piece of mechanism would be were it ever realized, 
Had he become convinced of his mistake through the medium of success^ 
ful love, — had he won Annie to his bosom, and there beheld her fade 
from angel into ordinary woman, — the disappointment might have driv- 
en him back, with concentrated energy, upon his sole remaining object. 
On the other hand, had he found Annie what he fancied, his lot would 
have been so rich in beauty that out of its mere redundancy he might 
have wrought the beautiful into many a worthier type than he had toiled 
for; but the guise in which his sorrow came to him, the sense that the an- 
gel of his life had been snatched away and given to a rude man of earth 
and iron, who could neither need nor appreciate her ministrations, — ^this 
was the very perversity of fate that makes human existence appear too 
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absurd and contradictory to be the scene of one other hope or one other 
fear. There was nothing left for Owen Warland but to teit down like a 
man that had been stunned. 

He went through a fit of illness. After his recovery his small and slen- 
der frame assumed an obtuser garniture of flesh than it had ever before 
worn. His thin cheeks became round; his delicate little hand, so spiritual- 
ly fashioned to achieve fairy ta&k-work, grew plumper than the hand of 
a thriving infant. His aspect had a childishness such as might have in- 
duced a stranger to pat him on the head — ^pausing, however, in the act, to 
wonder what manner of child was here. It was as if the spirit had gone 
out of him, leaving the body to flourish in a sort of vegetable existence. 
Not that Owen Warland was idiotic. He could talk, and not irrationally. 
Somewhat of a babbler, indeed, did people begin to think him; for he 
was apt to discourse at wearisome length of marvels of mechanism that he 
had read about in books, but which he had learned to consider as abso- 
lutely fabulous. Among them he enumerated the Man of Brass, construct- 
ed by Albertus Magnus, and the Brazen Head of Friar Bacon; and, com- 
ing down to later times, the automata of a little coach and horses, which 
it was pretended had been manufactured for the Dauphin of France; to- 
gether with an insect that buzzed about the ear like a living fly, and yet 
was but a contrivance of minute steel springs. There was a story, too, of 
a duck that waddled, and quacked, and ate; though, had any honest citi- 
zen purchased it for dinner, he would have found himself cheated with 
the mere mechanical apparition of a duck. 

*^But all these accounts,’^ said Owen Warland, “I am now satisfied are 
mere impositions.’’ 

Then, in a mysterious way, he would confess that he once thought dif- 
ferently. In his idle and dreamy days he had considered it possible, in a 
certain sense, to spiritualize machinery, and to combine with the new 
species of life and motion thus produced a beauty that should attain to 
the ideal which Nature has proposed to herself in all her creatures, but 
has never taken pains to realize. He seemed, however, to retain no very 
distinct perception either of the process of achieving this object or of the 
design itself. 

‘T have thrown it all aside now,” he would say. “It was a dream such 
as young men are always mystifying themselves with. Now that I have 
acquired a little common sense, it makes me laugh to think of it.” 

Poor, poor and fallen Owen Warland! These were the symptoms that 
he had ceased to be an inhabitant of the better sphere that lies unseen 
around us. He had lost his faith in the invisible, and now prided himself, 
as svzh unfortunates invariably do, in the wisdom which rejected much 
that even his eye could see, and trusted confidently in nothing but what 
his Hand could touch. This is the calamity of men whose spiritual part 
dies out of them and leaves the grosser understanding to assimilate them 
more and more to the things *of which alone it can take cognizance; but 
in Owen Warland the spirit was not dead nor passed away; it only slept. 

How it awoke again is not record^ Perhaps the torpid slumber was 
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broken by a convulsive pain. Perhaps, as in a former instance, the but- 
terfly came and hovered about his head and reinspired him, — as indeed 
this creature of the sunshine had always a mysterious mission for the ar- 
tist, — reinspired him with the former purpose of his life. Whether it were 
pain or happiness that thrilled through his veins, his first impulse was to 
thank Heaven for rendering him again the being of thought, imagination, 
and keenest sensibility that he had long ceased to be. 

^^Now for my task,’’ said he. “Never did I feel such strength for it as 
now.” 

Yet, strong as he felt himself, he was incited to toil the more diligently 
by an anxiety lest death should surprise him in the midst of his labors. 
This anxiety, perhaps, is common lo all men who set their hearts upon 
anything so high, in their own view of it, that life becomes of importance 
only as conditional to its accomplishment. So long as we love life for it- 
self, we seldom dread the losing it. When we desire life for the attainment 
of an object, we recognize the frailty of its texture. But, side by side with 
this sense of insecurity, there is a v>tal faith in our invulnerability to the 
shaft of death while engaged in an / task that seems assigned by Provi- 
dence as our proper thing to do, and which the world would have cause 
to mourn for should we leave it unaccomplished. Can the philosopher, 
big with the inspiration of an idea that is to reform mankind, believe that 
he is to be beckoned from this sensible existence at the very instant when 
he is mustering his breath to speak the word of light? Should he perish so, 
the weary ages may pass away — the world’s, whose life sand may fall, 
drop by drop — before another intellect is prepared to develop the truth 
that might have been uttered then. But history affords many an example 
where the most precious spirit, at any particular epoch manifested in hu- 
man shape, has gone hence untimely, without space allowed him, so far 
as mortaJ judgment could discern, to perform his mission on the earth. 
The prophet dies, and the man of torpid heart and sluggish brain lives 
on. The poet leaves his song half sung, or finishes it, beyond the scope of 
mortal ears, in a celestial choir. The painter — as Allston did — leaves half 
his conception on the canvas to sadden us with its imperfect beauty, and 
goes to picture forth the whole, if it be no irreverence to say so, in the 
hues of heaven. But rather such incomplete designs of this life will be 
perfected nowhere. This so frequent abortion of man’s dearest projects 
must be taken as a proof that the deeds of earth, however etherealized by 
piety or genius, are without value, except as exercises and manifestations 
of the spirit. In heaven, all ordinary thought is higher and more melo- 
dious than Milton’s song. Then, would he add another verse to any strain 
that he had left unfinished here? 

But to return to Owen Warland. It was his fortune, good or ill, to 
achieve the purpose of his life. Pass we over a long space of intense 
thought, yearning effort, minute toil, and wasting anxiety, succeeded by 
an instant of solitary triumph: let all this &e imagined; and then behold 
the artist, on a winter evening, seeking admittance to Robert Danforth’s 
fireside circle. There he found the man of iron, with his massive substanc*" 
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thoroughly warmed and attempered by domestic influen^ces. And there 
was Annie, too, now transformed into a matron, with mfich of her hus- 
band’s plain and sturdy nature, but imbued, as Owen Warland still be- 
lieved, with a finer grace, that might enable her to be the interpreter be- 
tween strength and beauty. It happened, likewise, that old Peter Hoven- 
den was a guest this evening at his daughter’s fireside, and it was his well- 
remembered expression of keen, cold criticism that first encountered the 
artist’s glance. 

“My old friend Owen! ” cried Robert Danforth, starting up, and com- 
pressing the artist’s delicate fingers within a hand that was accustomed 
to gripe bars of iron. “This is kind and neighborly to come tc us at last. 
I was afraid your perpetual motion had bewitched you out of the remem- 
brance of old times.” 

“We are glad to see you,” said Annie, while a blush reddened her ma- 
tronly cheek. “It was not like a friend to stay from us so long.” 

“Well, Owen,” inquired the old watchmaker, as his first greeting, “how 
comes on the beautiful? Have you created it at last?” 

The artist did not immediately reply, being startled by the apparition 
of a young child of strength that ,was tumbling about on the carpet, — a 
little personage who had come mysteriously out of the infinite, but with 
something so sturdy and real in his composition that he seemed moulded 
out of the densest substance which earth could supply. This hopeful in- 
fant crawled towards the new-comer, and setting himself on end, as Rob- 
ert Danforth expressed the posture, stared at Owen with a look of such 
sagacious observation that the mother could not help exchanging a proud 
glance with her husband. But the artist was disturbed by the child’s look, 
as imagining a resemblance between it and Peter Hovenden’s habitual 
expression. He could have fancied that the old watchmaker was com- 
pressed into this baby shape, and looking out of those baby eyes, and re- 
peating, as he now did, the malicious question: — 

“The beautiful, Owen! How comes on the beautiful? Have you suc- 
ceeded in creating the beautiful?” 

“I have succeeded,” replied the artist, with a momentary light of tri- 
umph in his eyes and a smile of sunshine, yet steeped in such depth of 
thought that it was almost sadness. “Yes, my friends, it is the truth. I 
have succeeded.” 

“Indeed!” cried Annie, a look of maiden mirthfulness peeping out of 
her face again. “And is it lawful, now, to inquire what the secret is?” 

“Surely; it is to disclose it that I have come,” answered Owen War- 
iand. “You shall know, and see, and touch, and possess the secret! For, 
Annie, — if by that name I may still address the friend of my boyish 
years, — ^Annie, it is for your bridal gift that I have wrought this spirit- 
ualize mechanism, this harmony of motion, this mystery of beauty. It 
comes late, indeed; but it is we go onward in life, when objects begin 
to lose their freshness of hue and our souls their delicacy of perception, 
that the spirit of beauty is most needed. If, — forgive me, Annie, — if you 
know how to value this gift, it can never come too late.” 
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He produced, as he spoke, what seemed a jewel box. It was carved rich- 
ly out of ebor)y by his own hand, and inlaid with a fanciful tracery of 
pearl, representing a boy in pursuit of a butterfly, which, elsewhere, had 
become a winged spirit, and was flying heavenward; while the boy, or 
youth, had found such efficacy in his strong desire that he ascended from 
earth to cloud, and from cloud to celestial atmosphere, to win the beauti- 
ful. This case of ebony the artist opened, and bade Annie place her fin- 
gers on its edge. She did so, but almost screamed as a butterfly fluttered 
forth, and, alighting on her finger’s tip, sat waving the ample magnifi- 
cence of its purple and gold-speckled wings, as if in prelude to a flight. It 
is impossible to express by words the glory, the splendor, the delicate gor- 
geousness which were softened into the beauty of this object. Nature’s 
ideal butterfly was here realized ir all its perfection; not in the pattern 
of such faded insects as flit among earthly flowers, but of those which 
hover across the meads of paradise for child-angels and the spirits of de- 
parted infants to disport themselves with. The rich down was visible upon 
its wings; the lustre of its eyes seemed instinct with spirit. The firelight 
glimmered around this wonder — the candles gleamed upon it; but it glis- 
tened apparently by its own radianc e, and illuminated the finger and out- 
stretched hand on which it rested with a white gleam like that of precious 
stones. In its perfect beauty, the consideration of size was entirely lost. 
Had its wings overreached the firmament, the mind could not have been 
more filled or satisfied. 

^'Beautiful! beautiful!” exclaimed Annie. “Is it alive? Is it alive?” 

“Alive? To be sure it is,” answered her husband. “Do you suppose any 
mortal has skill enough to make a butterfly, or would put himself to the 
trouble of making one, when any child may catch a score of them in a 
summer’s afternoon? Alive? Certainly! But this pretty box is undoubt- 
edly of our friend Owen’s manufacture; and really it does him credit.” 

At this moment the butterfly waved its wings anew, with a motion so 
absolutely lifelike that Annie was startled, and even awestricken; for, in 
spite of her husband’s opinion, she could not satisfy herself whether it was 
indeed a living creature or a piece of wondrous mechanism. 

“Is it alive?” she repeated, more earnestly than before. 

“Judge for yourself,” said Owen Warland, who stood gazing in her face 
with fixed attention. 

The butterfly now flung itself upon the air, fluttered round Annie’s 
head, and soared into a distant region of the parlor, still making itself 
perceptible to sight by the starry gleam in whidi the motion of its wings 
enveloped it. The infant on the floor followed its course with his saga- 
cious little eyes. After flying about the room, it returned in a spiral curve 
and settled again on Annie’s finger. 

“But is it alive?” exclaimed she again; and the finger on which the 
gorgeous mystery had alighted was so tremulous that the butterfly was 
forced to balance himself with his wings. “Tell me if it be alive, or wheth- 
er you created it.” 

“Wherefore ask who created it, so it be beautiful,\” replied Owen War- 
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land. “Alive? Yes, Annie; it may well be said to possess life, for it has 
absorbed my own being into itself ; and in the secret of thajt butterfly, and 
in its beauty, — ^which is not merely outward, but deep as its whole sys- 
tem, — is represented the intellect, the imagination, the sensibility, the 
soul of an Artist of the Beautiful! Yes; I created it. But’’ — and here his 
«:ountenance somewhat changed — ^^‘this butterfly is not now to me what 
it was when I beheld it afar off in the daydreams of my youth.” 

“Be it what it may, it is a pretty plaything,” said the blacksmith, grin- 
ning with childlike delight. “I wonder whether it would condescend to 
alight on such a great clumsy finger as mine? Hold it hither, Annie.” 

By the artist’s direction, Annie touched her finger’s tip to that of her 
husband; and, after a momentary delay, the butterfly fluttered from one 
to the other. It preluded a second flight by a similar, yet not precisely 
the same, waving of wings as in the first experiment; then, ascending 
from the blacksmith’s stalwart finger, it rose in a gradually enlarging 
curve to the ceiling, made one wide sweep around the room, and returned 
with an undulating movement to the point whence it had started. 

“Well, that does beat all nature!” cried Robert Danforth, bestowing 
the heartiest praise that he could find expression for; and, indeed, had he 
paused there, a man of finer words and nicer perception could not easily 
have said more. “That goes beyond me, I confess. But what then? There 
is more real use in one downright blow of my sledge hammer than in the 
whole five years’ labor that our friend Owen has wasted on this butter- 
fly.” 

Here the child clapped his hands and made a great babble of indistinct 
utterance, apparently demanding that the butterfly should be given him 
for a plaj^hing. 

Owen Warland, meanwhile, glanced sidelong at Annie, to discover 
whether she sympathized in her husband’s estimate of the comparative 
value of the beautiful and the practical. There was, amid all her kindness 
towards himself, amid all the wonder and admiration with which she con- 
templated the marvellous work of his hands and incarnation of his idea, 
a secret scorn — too secret, perhaps, for her own consciousness, and per- 
ceptible only to such intuitive discernment as that of the artist. But 
Owen, in the latter stages of his pursuit, had risen out of the region in 
which such a discovery might have been torture. He knew that the world, 
and Annie as the representative of the world, whatever praise might be 
bestowed, could never say the fitting word nor feel the fitting sentiment 
which should be the perfect recompense of an artist who, symbolizing a 
lofty moral by a material trifle, — converting what was earthly to spirit- 
ual gold, — had won the beautiful into his handiwork. Not at this latest 
moment was he to learn that the reward of all high performance must be 
sought within itself, or sought in vain. There was, however, a view of the 
matter which Annie and her husband, and even Peter Hovenden, might 
fully have understood, and wMch would have satisfied them that the toil 
of years had here been worthily bestowed. Owen Warland might have 
told them that thisi>utterfly, this playthmg, this bridal gift of a poor 
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watchmaker to a blacksmith’s wife, was, in truth, a gem of art that a 
monarch woula have purchased with honors and abundant wealth, and 
have treasured it among the jewels of his kingdom as the most unique 
and wondrous of them all. But the artist smiled and kept the secret to 
himself. 

‘Tather,” said Annie, thinking that a word of praise from the old 
watchmaker might gratify his former apprentice, “do come and admire 
this pretty butterfly.” 

“Let us see,” said Peter Hovenden, rising from his chair, with a sneer 
upon his face that always made people doubt, as he himself did, in every- 
thing but a material existence. “Here is my finger for it to alight upon. I 
shall understand it better when once I have touched it.” 

But, to the increased astonishment of Annie, when the tip of her fath- 
er’s finger was pressed against that of her husband, on which the butter- 
fly still rested, the insect drooped its wings and seemed on the point of 
filing to the floor. Even the bright spots of gold upon its wings and body, 
unless her eyes deceived her, grew dim, and the glowing purple took a 
dusky hue, and the starry lustre that gleamed around the blacksmith’s 
hand became faint and vanished. 

“It is dying! it is dying! ” cried Annie, in alarm. 

“It has been delicately wrought,” said the artist, calmly. “As I told 
you, it has imbibed a spiritual essence — call it magnetism, or what you 
will. In an atmosphere of doubt and mockery its exquisite susceptibility 
suffers torture, as does the soul of him who instilled his own life into it. 
It has already lost its beauty; in a few moments more its mechatiism 
would be irreparably injured.” 

“Take away your hand, father!” entreated Annie, turning pale. “Here 
is my child; let it rest on his innocent hand. There, perhaps, its life wrill 
revive and its colors grow brighter than ever.” 

Her father, with an acrid smile, withdrew his finger. The butterfly then 
appeared to recover the power of voluntary motion, while its hues as- 
sumed much of their original lustre, and the gleam of starlight, which 
was its most ethereal attribute, again formed a halo round about it. At 
first, when transferred from Robert Danforth’s hand to the small finger 
of the child, this radiance grew so powerful that it positively threw the 
little fellow’s shadow back against the wall. He, meanwhile, extended his 
plump hand as he had seen his father and mother do, and watched the 
waving of the insect’s wings with infantine delight. Nevertheless, there 
was a certain odd expression of sagacity that made Owen Warland feel 
as if here were old Pete Hovenden, partially, and but partially, redeemed 
from his hard scepticism into childish faith. 

“How wise the little monkey looks!” whispered Robert Danforth to 
his wife. 

“I never saw such a look on a child’s fa^e,” answered Annie, admiring 
her own infant, and with good reason, far more than the artistic butter- 
fly. “The darling knows more of the mystery than we do.” 

As if the butterfly, like the artist, were consr*ons^f something not en 
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tirely congenial in the child’s nature, it alternately sparkled and grew 
dim. At length it arose from the small hand of the infant with an airy mo- 
tion that seemed to bear it upward without an effort, as if the ethereal in- 
stincts with which its master’s spirit had endowed it impelled this fair 
vision involuntarily to a higher sphere. Had there been no obstruction, it 
might have soared into the sky and grown immortal. But its lustre 
gleamed upon the ceiling; the exquisite texture of its wings brushed 
against that earthly medium; and a sparkle or two, as of stardust, floated 
downward and lay glimmering on the carpet. Then the butterfly came 
fluttering down, and, instead of returning to the infant, was apparently 
attracted towards the artbt’s hand. 

^‘Not sol not so! ” murmured Owen Warland, as if his handiwork could 
have understood him. ^Thou has gone forth out of thy master’s heart. 
There is no return for thee.” 

With a wavering movement, and emitting a tremulous radiance, the 
butterfly struggled, as it were, towards the infant, and was about to alight 
upon his finger; but while it still hovered in the air, the little child of 
strength, with his grandsire’s sharp and shrewd expression in his face, 
made a snatch at the marvellous insect and compressed it in his hand. 
Annie screamed. Old Peter Hovenden burst into a cold and scornful 
laugh. The blacksmith, by main force, unclosed the infant’s hand, and 
foimd within the palm a small heap of glittering fragments, whence the 
mystery of beauty had fled forever. And as for Owen Warland, he looked 
placidly at what seemed the ruin of his life’s labor, and which was yet no 
ruin. He had caught a far other butterfly than this. When the artist rose 
high enough to achieve the beautiful, the symbol by which he made it 
perceptible to mortal senses became of little value in his eyes while his 
^irit possessed itself in the enjo)nnent of the reality. 



FROM THE SNOW-IMAGE 

AND 

OTHER TWICE-TOLD TALES 




THE SNOW-IMAGE: 


A Childish Miracle 

One afternoon of a cold winter’s day, when the sun shone forth with 
chilly brightness, after a long storm, two children asked leave of their 
mother to run out and play in the >iew-fallen snow. The elder child was a 
little girl, whom, because she was of a tender and modest disposition, and 
was thought to be very beautiful, her parents, and other people who were 
familiar with her, used to call Violet. But her brother was known by the 
style and title of Peony, on account of the ruddiness of his broad and 
round little phiz, which made ever} body think of sunshine and great scar- 
let flowers. The father of these two children, a certain Mr. Lindsey, it is 
important to say, was an excellent but exceedingly matter-of-fact sort of 
man, a dealer in hardware, and was sturdily accustomed to take what is 
called the common-sense view of all matters that came under his consid- 
eration. With a heart about as tender as other people’s, he had a head as 
hard and impenetrable, and therefore, perhaps, as empty, as one of the 
iron pots which it was a part of his business to sell. The mother’s charac- 
ter, on the other hand, had a strain of jx)etry in it, a trait of unworldly 
beauty, — a delicate and dewy flower, as it were, that had survived out of 
her imaginative youth, and still kept itself alive amid the dusty realities 
of matrimony and motherhood. 

So, Violet and Peony, as I began with saying, besought their mother to 
let them run out and play in the new snow; for, though it had looked so 
dreary and dismal, drifting downward out of the gray sky, it had a very 
cheerful aspect, now that the sun was shining on it. The children dwelt in 
a city, and had no wider play-place than a little garden before the house, 
divided by a white fence from the street, and with a pear-tree and two or 
three plum-trees overshadowing it, and some rose-bushes just in front of 
the parlor-windows. The trees and shrubs, however, were now leafless, 
and their twigs were enveloped in the light snow, which thus made a kind 
of wintry foliage, with here and there a pendent icicle for the fruit. 

*‘Yes, Violet, — ^yes, my little Peony,” said their kind mother, “you 
may go out and play in the new snow.” 

Accordingly, the good lady bundled up her darlings in woollen jackets 
and wadded sacks, and put comforters round their necks, and a pair of 
striped gaiters on each little pair of legs^, and worsted mittens on their 
hands, and gave them a kiss apiece, by way of a spell to keep away Jack 
Frost. Forth sallied the two, children, with a hop-skip-and-jump, that 
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carried their, at once into the very heart of a huge snow-drift, whence 
Violet emerged like a snow-bunting, while little Peony foundered out 
with his round face in full bloom. Then what a merry time had they! To 
look at them, frolicking in the wintry garden, you would have thought 
that the dark and pitiless storm had been sent for no other purpose but 
to provide a new plaything for Violet and Peony; and that they them- 
selves had been created, as the snow-birds were, to take delight only in 
the tempest, and in the white mantle which it spread over the earth. 

At last, when they had frosted one another all over with handfuls of 
snow, Violet, after laughing heartily at little Peony’s figure, was struck 
with a new idea. 

“You look exactly like a snow-image, Peony,” said she, “if your cheeks 
were not so red. And that puts me in mind! Let us make an image out of 
snow, — an image of a little girl, — ^and it shall be our sister, and shall run 
about and play with us all winter long. Won’t it be nice?” 

“Oh yes! ” cried Peony, as plainly as he could speak, for he was but a 
little boy. “That will be nice! And mamma shall see it! ” 

“Yes,” answered Violet; “mamma shall see the new little girl. But she 
must not make her come into the warm parlor ; for, you know, our little 
snow-sister will not love the warmth.” 

And forthwith the children began this great business of making a snow- 
image that should run about; while their mother, who was sitting at the 
window and overheard some of their talk, could not help smiling at the 
gravity with which they set about it. They really seemed to imagine that 
there would be no difficulty whatever in creating a live little girl out of 
the snow. And, to say the truth, if miracles are ever to be wrought, it will 
be by putting our hands to the work in precisely such a simple and un- 
doubting frame of mind as that in which Violet and Peony now under- 
took to perform one, without so much as knowing that it was a miracle. 
So thought the mother; and thought, likewise, that the new snow, just 
fallen from heaven, would be excellent material to make new beings of, if 
it were not so very cold. She gazed at the children a moment longer, de- 
lighting to watch their little figures, — the girl, tall for her age, graceful 
and agile, and so delicately colored that she looked like a cheerful thought 
more than a physical reality; while Peony expanded in breadth rather 
than height, and rolled along on his short and sturdy legs as substantial 
as an elephant, though not quite so big. Then the mother resumed her 
work. What it was I forget; but she was either trimming a silken bonnet 
for Violet, or darning a pair of stockings for little Peony’s short legs. 
Again, however, and again, and yet other agains, she could not help turn- 
ing her head to the window to see how the children got on with their 
snow-image. 

Indeed, it was an exceedin^y pleasant sight, those bright little souls 
at their task! Moreover, it was really wonderful to observe how know- 
ingly and skilfully they managed the matter. Violet assumed the chief 
direction, and told Peony what to do, while, with her own delicate fingers, 
she shap^ out all th^ nicer parts of the snow-figure. It seemed, in fact;. 
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not so much to be made by the children, as to grow up under their hands, 
while they we^ pla3ang and prattling about it. Their mother was quite 
surprised at this; and the longer she looked, the more and more surprised 
she grew. 

“What remarkable children mine are!” thought she, smiling with a 
mother’s pride; and, smiling at herself, too, for being so proud of them. 
“What other children could have made anything so like a little girl’s fig- 
ure out of snow at the first trial? Well; but now I must finish Peony’s new 
frock, for his grandfather is coming to-morrow, and I want the little fel- 
low to look handsome.” 

So she took up the frock, and was soon as busily at work again with 
her needle as the two children with their snow-image. But still, as the 
needle travelled hither and thither* through the seams of the dress, the 
mother made her toil light and happy by listening to the airy voices of 
Violet and Peony. They kept talking to one another all the time, their 
tongues being quite as active as their feet and hands. Except at intervals, 
she could not distinctly hear what was said, but had merely a sweet im- 
pression that they were in a most loving mood, and were enjoying them- 
selves highly, and that the business of making the snow-image went pros- 
perously on. Now and then, howe^^er, when Violet and Peony happened 
to raise their voices, the words were as audible as if they had l^en spoken 
in the very parlor where the mother sat. Oh how delightfully those words 
echoed in her heart, even though they meant nothing so very wise or won- 
derful, after all! 

But you must know a mother listens with her heart much more than 
with her ears; and thus she is often delighted with the trills of celestial 
music, when other people can hear nothing of the kind. 

“Peony, Peony! ” cried Violet to her brother, who had gone to another 
part of the garden, “bring me some of that fresh snow. Peony, from the 
very farthest comer, where we have not been trampling. I want it to 
shape our little snow-sister’s bosom with. You know that part must be 
quite pure, just as it came out of the sky! ” 

“Here it is, Violet!” answered Peony, in his bluff tone, — but a very 
sweet tone, too, — as he came floundering through the half-trodden drifts. 
“Here is the snow for her little bosom. O Violet, how beau-ti-ful she be- 
gins to look!” 

“Yes,” said Violet, thoughtfully and quietly; “our snow-sister does 
look very lovely. I did not quite know. Peony, that we could make such a 
sweet little girl as this.” 

The mother, as she listened, thought how fit and delightful an incident 
it would be, if fairies, or still better, if angel-children were to come from 
paradise, and play invisibly with her own darlings, and help them to 
make their snow-image, giving it the features of celestial babyhood! Vio- 
let and Peony would not be aware of their immortal playmates, — only 
they would see that the image grew veryl^eautiful while they worked at 
it, and would think that they themselves had done it all. 

“My little girl and boy deserve such playmates, mortal children ever 
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did I” said the mother to herself; and then she smiled again at her own 
motherly pride. ^ 

Nevertheless, the idea seized upon her imagination; and, ever and 
anon, she took a glimpse out of the window, half dreaming that she might 
see the golden-haired children of paradise sporting with her own golden- 
haired Violet and bright-cheeked Peony. 

Now, for a few moments, there was a busy and earnest, but indistinct 
hum of the two children's voices, as Violet and Peony wrought together 
with one happy consent. Violet still seemed to be the guiding spirit, while 
Peony acted rather as a laborer, and brought her the snow from far and 
near. And yet the little urchin evidently had a proper understanding of 
the matter, too! 

“Peony, Peony!” cried Violet; for her brother was again at the other 
side of the garden. “Bring me those light wreaths of snow that have rested 
on the lower branches of the pear-tree. You can clamber on the snow- 
drift, Peony, and reach them easily. I must have them to make some 
ringlets for our snow-sister’s head!” 

“Here they are, Violet!” answered the little boy. “Take care you do 
not break them. Well done! Well done! How pretty!” 

“Does she not look sweetly?” said Violet, with a very satisfied tone; 
“and now we must have some little shining bits of ice, to make the bright- 
ness of her eyes. She is not finished yet. Mamma will see how very beau- 
tiful she is; but papa will say, Tush! nonsense! — come in out of the 
cold!’” 

“Let us call mamma to look out,” said Peony; and then he shouted 
lustily, “Mamma! mamma! ! mammal ! I Look out, and see what a nice 
’ittle girl we are making! ” 

The mother put down her work for an instant, and looked out of the 
window. But it so happened that the sun — for this was one of the shortest 
days of the whole year — ^had sunken so nearly to the edge of the world 
that his setting shine came obliquely into the lady’s eyes. So she was daz- 
zled, you must understand, and could not very distinctly observe what 
was in the garden. Still, however, through all that bright, blinding dazzle 
of the sun and the new snow, she beheld a small white figure in the gar- 
den, that seemed to have a wonderful deal of human likeness about it. 
And she saw Violet and Peony, — indeed, she looked more at them than 
at the image, — she saw the two children still at work; Peony bringing 
fresh snow, and Violet applying it to the figure as scientifically as a sculp- 
tor adds clay to his model. Indistinctly as she discerned the snow-child, 
the mother thought to herself that never before was there a snow-figure 
so cunningly made, nor ever such a dear little girl and boy to make it. 

“They do everything better than other children,” said she, very com- 
placently. “No wonder they make better snow-images! ” 

She sat down again to her work, and made as much haste with it as 
possible; because twilight woifid soon come, and Peony’s frock was not 
yet finished, and grandfather was expected, by railroad, pretty early in 
the morning. Faster ^nd faster, thereforCj went her flying fingers. The 



THE SNOW-IMAGE 

children, likewise, kept busily at work in the garden, and still the mother 
listened, whenever she could catch a word. She was amused to observe 
how their little imaginations had got mixed up with what they were do- 
ing, and carried away by it. They seemed positively to think that the 
snow-child would run about and play with them. 

“What a nice playmate she will be for us, all winter longl’’ said Vio- 
let. “I hope papa will not be afraid of her giving us a cold ! Sha^n’t you 
love her dearly. Peony?” 

“Oh yes!” cried Peony. “And I will hug her, and she shall sit down 
close by me, and drink some of my warm milk! ” 

“Oh no. Peony!” answered Violet, with grave wisdom. “That will not 
do at all. Warm milk will not be wholesome for our little snow-sister. 
Little snow people, like her, eat nothing but icicles. No, no. Peony; we 
must not give her anything warm to drink!” 

There was a minute or two of sihmce; for Peony, whose short legs were 
never weary, had gone on a pilgrin^age again to the other side ot the gar- 
den. All of a sudden, Violet cried out, loudly and joyfully, 

“Look here. Peony! Come quicdy! A light has been shining on her 
cheek out of that rose-colored cloud! and the color does not go away! Is 
not that beautiful!” 

“Yes; it is beau-ti-ful,” answered Peony, pronouncing the three syl- 
lables with deliberate accuracy. “O Violet, only look at her hair! It is all 
like gold!” 

“Oh certainly,” said Violet, with tranquillity, as if it were very much a 
matter of course. “That color, you know, comes from the golden clouds, 
that we see up there in the sky. She is almost finished now. But her lips 
must be made very red, — redder than her cheeks. Perhaps, Peony, it will 
make them red if we both kiss them! ” 

Accordingly, the mother heard two smart little smacks, as if both her 
children were kissing the snow-image on its frozen mouth. But, as this 
did not seem to make the lips quite red enough, Violet next proposed that 
the snow-child should be invited to kiss Peony’s scarlet cheek. 

“Come, ’ittle snow-sister, kiss me!” cried Peony. 

“There! she has kissed you,” added Violet, “and now her lips are very 
red. And she blushed a little, too!” 

“Oh, what a cold kiss! ” cried Peony. 

Just then, there came a breeze of the pure west-wind, sweeping through 
the garden and rattling the parlor-window^s. It sounded so wintry cold, 
that the mother was about to tap on the window-pane with her thimbled 
finger, to summon the two children in, when they both cried out to her 
with one voice. The tone was not a tone of surprise, although they were 
evidently a good deal excited; it appeared rather as if they were very 
much rejoiced at some event that had now happened, but which they had 
been looking for, and had reckoned upon all along. 

“Mamma! mamma! We have finished 1)ur little snow-sister, and she *s 
running about the garden with us! ” 

“What imaginative little beings my children are^’ thought the mother, 



THE WORKS OP HAWTHORNE 

putting the last few stitches into Peony’s frock. ‘‘And it is strange, too, 
that they make me almost as much a child as they thems(|Jves are! I can 
hardly help believing, now, that the snow-image has really come to life! ” 

“Dear mamma!” cried Violet, “pray look out and see what a sweet 
playmate we have!” 

The mother, being thus entreated, could no longer delay to look forth 
from the window. The sun was now gone out of the sky, leaving, how- 
ever, a rich inheritance of his brightness among those purple and golden 
clouds which make the sunsets of winter so magnificent. But there was 
not the slightest gleam or dazzle, either on the window or on the snow; so 
that the good lady could look all over the garden, and see everything and 
everybody in it. And what do you think she saw there? Violet and Peony, 
of course, her own two darling children. Ah, but whom or what did she 
see besides? Why, if you will believe me, there was a small figure of a 
girl, dressed all in white, with rose-tinged cheeks and ringlets of golden 
hue, playing about the garden with the two children I A stranger though 
she was, the child seemed to be on as familiar terms with Violet and Pe- 
ony, and they with her, as if all the three had been playmates during the 
whole of their little lives. The mother thought to herself that it must cer- 
tainly be the daughter of one of the neighbors, and that, seeing Violet and 
Peony in the garden, the child had run across the street to play with them. 
So this kind lady went to the door, intending to invite the little runaway 
into her comfortable parlor; for, now that the sunshine was withdrawn, 
the atmosphere, out of doors, was already growing very coM. 

But, after opening the house-door, she stood an instant on the thresh- 
old, hesitating whether she ought to ask the child to come in, or whether 
she should even speak to her. Indeed, she almost doubted whether it were 
a real child after all, or only a light wreath of the new-fallen snow, blown 
hither and thither about the garden by the intensely cold west-wind. 
There was certainly something very singular in the aspect of the little 
stranger. Among all the children of the neighborhood, the lady could re- 
member no such face, with its pure white, and delicate rose-color, and the 
golden ringlets tossing about the forehead and cheeks. And as for her 
dress, which was entirely of white, and fluttering in the breeze, it was such 
as no reasonable woman would put upon a little girl, when sending her 
out to play, in the depth of winter. It made this kind and careful mother 
shiver only to look at those small feet, with nothing in the world on them, 
except a very thin pair of white slippers. Nevertheless, airily as she was 
dad, the child seemed to feel not the slightest inconvenience from the 
cold, but danced so lightly over the snow that the tips of her toes left 
hardly a print in its surface; while Violet could but just keep pace with 
her, and Peony’s short legs compelled him to lag behind. 

Once, in the course of their play, the strange child placed herself be^ 
tween Violet and Peony, and taking a hand of each, skipped merrily for- 
ward, and they along with h^^r. Almost immediately, however. Peony 
pulled away his little fist, and began to rub it as if the fingers were ting- 
ling with cold; while Violet also released herself, though with less abrupt- 
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ness, gravely remarking that it was better not to take hold of hands. The 
white-robed d^sel said not a word, but danced about, just as merrily as 
before. If Violet and Peony did not choose to play with her, she could 
make just as good a pla)miate of the brisk and cold west-wind, which kept 
blowing her all about the garden, and took such liberties with her, that 
they seemed to have been friends for a long time. All this while, the 
mother stood on the threshold, wondering how a little girl could look so 
much like a flying snow-drift, or how a snow-drift could look so very like 
a little girl. 

She ^led Violet, and whispered to her. 

‘‘Violet my darling, what is this child’s name?” asked she. “Does she 
live near us?” 

“Why, dearest mamma,” answered Violet, laughing to think that her 
mother did not comprehend so very plain an aSair, “this is our little 
snow-sister whom we have just been making! ” 

“Yes, dear mamma,” cried Peor^y, running to his mother, and looking 
up simply into her face. “This is mv snow-image! Is it not a nice ’ittle 
child?” 

At this instant a flock of snow-birds came flitting through the air. As 
was very natural, they avoided Violet and Peony. But — and this looked 
strange — they flew at once to the white-robed child, fluttered eagerly 
about her head, alighted on her shoulders, and seemed to claim her as an 
old acquaintance. She, on her part, was evidently as glad to see these lit- 
tle birds, old Winter’s grandchildren, as they were to see her, and wel- 
comed them by holding out both her hands. Hereupon, they each and all 
tried to alight on her two palms and ten small fingers and thumbs, crowd- 
ing one another off, with an immense fluttering of their tiny wings. One 
dear little bird nestled tenderly in her bosom ; another put its bill to her 
lips. They were as joyous, all the while, and seemed as much in their ele- 
ment, as you may have seen them when sporting with a snow-storm. 

Violet and Peony stood laughing at this pretty sight; for they enjoyed 
the merry time which their new playmate was having with these small- 
winged visitants, almost as much as if they themselves took part in it. 

“Violet,” said her mother, greatly perplexed, “tell me the truth, with- 
out any jest. Who is this little girl?” 

“My darling mamma,” answered Violet, looking seriously into her 
mother’s face, and apparently surprised that she should need any fur- 
ther explanation, “I have told you truly who she is. It is our little snow- 
image, which Peony and I have been making. Peony will tell you so, as 
well as I.” 

.“Yes, mamma,” asseverated Peony, with much gravity in his crimson 
little phiz; “this is ’ittle snow-child. Is not she a nice one? But, mam- 
ma, her hand is, oh, so very cold!” 

While mamma still hesitated what to think and what to do, the 
street-gate was thrown open, and the father of Violet and Peony ap- 
peared, wrapped in a pilot-cloth sack, with a fur cap drawn down over 
his ears, and the thickest of gloves upon his hands. Mr. Lindsey was a 
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middle-aged man, with a weary and yet a happy look in his wind-flushed 
and frost-pinched face, as if he had been busy all the da>^long, and was 
glad to get back to his quiet home. His eyes brightened at the sight of 
his wife and children, although he could not help uttering a word or two 
of surprise, at finding the whole family in the open air, on so bleak a 
day, and after sunset too. He soon perceived the little white stranger 
sporting to and fro in the garden, like a dancing snow-wreath, and the 
flock of snow-birds fluttering about her head. 

“Pray, what little girl may that be?” inquired this very sensible man. 
“Surely her mother must be crazy to let her go out in such bitter 
weather as it has been to-day, with only that flimsy white gown and 
those thin slippers!” 

“My dear husband,” said his wife, “I know no more about the little 
thing than you do. Some neighbor’s child, I suppose. Our Violet and 
Peony,” she added, laughing at herself for repeating so absurd a story, 
“insist that she is nothing but a snow-image, which they have been busy 
about in the garden, almost all the afternoon.” 

As she said this, the mother glanced her eyes toward the spot where 
the children’s snow-image had been made. What was her surprise, on 
perceiving that there was not the slightest trace of so much labor! — ^no 
image at all! — ^no piled up heap of snow! — nothing whatever, save the 
prints of little footsteps around a vacant space! 

“This is very strange!” said she. 

“What is strange, dear mother?” asked Violet. “Dear father, do not 
you see how it is? This is our snow-image, which Peony and I have 
made, because we wanted another playmate. Did not we, Peony?” 

“Yes, papa,” said crimson Peony. “This be our ’ittle snow-sister. Is 
she not beau-ti-ful? But she gave me such a cold kiss!” 

“Poh, nonsense, children!” cried their good, honest father, who, as 
we have already intimated, had an exceedingly common-sensible way of 
looking at matters. “Do not tell me of making live figures out of snow. 
Come, wife; this little stranger must not stay out in the bleak air a mo- 
ment longer. We will bring her into the parlor; and you shall give her a 
supper of warm bread and milk, and make her as comfortable as you 
an. Meanwhile, I wilKinquire among the neighbors; or, if necessary, 
send the city-crier about the streets, to give notice of a lost child.” 

So saying, this honest and very kind-hearted man was going toward 
the little white damsel, with the best intentions in the world. But Violet 
and Peony, each seizing their father by the hand, earnestly besought 
him not to make her 'come in. 

“Dear father,” cried Violet, putting herself before him, “it is true 
what I have been telling you! Tliis is our little snow-girl, and she can- 
not live any longer than while she breathes the cold west-wind. Do not 
make her come into the hot room!” 

“Yes, father,” shouted Peo&y, stamping his little foot, so mightily 
was he in earnest, “this be nothing but our ’ittle snow-child! She will 
not love the hot firel” 
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‘^Nonsense, children, nonsense, nonsense!’’ cried the father, half 
vexed, half laughing at what he considered their foolish obstinacy. ‘‘Run 
into the house, this moment! It is too late to play any longer, now. I 
must take care of this little girl immediately, or she will catch her 
death-a-cold!” 

“Husband! dear husband! ” said his wife, in a low voice, — for she had 
been looking narrowly at the snow-child, and was more perplexed than 
ever, — ^“there is something very singular in all this. You will think me 
foolish, — ^but — but — may it not be that some invisible angel has been 
attracted by the simplicity and good faith with which our children set 
about their undertaking? May he not have spent an hour of his immor- 
tality in playing with those dear little souls? and so the result is what 
we call a miracle. No, no! Do not laugh at me; I see what a foolish 
thought it is!” 

“My dear wife,” replied the husband, laughing heartily, “you are as 
much a child as Violet and Peony ” 

And in one sense so she was, ov all through life she had kept her 
heart full of childlike simplicity and faith, which was as pure and clear 
as crystal ; and, looking at all mat ters through this transparent medium, 
she sometimes saw truths so profound that other people laughed at them 
as nonsense and absurdity. 

But now kind Mr. Lindsey had entered the garden, breaking away 
from his two children, who still sent their shrill voices after him, be- 
seeching him to let the snow-child stay and enjoy herself in the cold 
west-wind. As he approached, the snow-birds took to flight. The little 
white damsel, also, fled backward, shaking her head, as if to say, “Pray, 
do not touch me!” and roguishly, as it appeared, leading him through 
the deepest of the snow. Once, the good man stumbled, and floundered 
down upon his face, so that, gathering himself up again, with the snow 
sticking to his rough pilot-cloth sack, he looked as white and wintry as 
a snow-image of the largest size. Some of the neighbors, meanwhile, see- 
ing him from their windows, wondered what could possess poor Mr. 
Lindsey to be running about his garden in pursuit of a snow-drift, which 
the west-wind was driving hither and thither! At length, after a vast 
deal of trouble, he chased the little stranger into a corner, where she 
could not possibly escape him. His wife had been looking on, and, it be- 
ing nearly twilight, was wonder-struck to observe how the snow-child 
gleamed and sparkled, and how she seemed to shed a glow all round 
about her; and when driven into the corner, she positively glistened like 
a star! It was a frosty kind of brightness, too, like that of an icicle in the 
moonlight. The wife thought it strange that good Mr. Lindsey should 
see nothing remarkable in the snow-child’s appearance. 

“Come, you odd little thing!” cried the honest man, seizing her bj 
the hand, “I have caught you at last, and will make you comfortoble in 
spite of yourself. We will put a nice waftn pair of worsted stockings on 
your frozen little feet, and you shall have a good thick shawl to wrap 



THE WORKS OP HAWTHORNE 

yourself itu Your poor white nose, I am afraid, is actually frost-bitten. 
But we will make it all right. Come along in.’’ I 

And so, with a most benevolent smile on his sagacious visage, all pur- 
ple as it was with the cold, this very well-meaning gentleman took the 
mow-child by the hand and led her towards the house. She followed 
him, droopingly and reluctant; for all the glow and sparkle was gone 
out of her figure; and whereas just before she had resembled a bright, 
frosty, star-gemmed evening, with a crimson gleam on the cold horizon, 
she now looked as dull and languid as a thaw. As kind Mr. Lindsey led 
her up the steps of the door, Violet and Peony looked into his face, — 
their eyes full of tears, which froze before they could run down their 
cheeks, — ^and again entreated him not to bring their snow-image into 
the house. 

^^Not bring her in!” exclaimed the kind-hearted man. “Why, you are 
crazy, my little Violet! — quite crazy, my small Peony! She is so cold, 
already, that her hand has almost frozen mine, in spite of my thick 
gloves. Would you have her freeze to death?” 

His wife, as he came up the steps, had been taking another long, 
earnest, almost awe-stricken gaze at the little white stranger. She hardly 
knew whether it was a dream or no; but she could not help fancying 
that she saw the delicate print of Violet’s fingers on the child’s neck. It 
looked just as if, while Violet was shaping out the image, she had given 
it a gentle pat with her hand, and had neglected to smooth the impres- 
sion quite away. 

“After all, husband,” said the mother, recurring to her idea that the 
angels would be as much delighted to play with Violet and Peony as she 
herself was, — ^“after all, she does look strangely like a snow-image! I do 
believe she is made of snow! ” 

A puff of the west-wind blew against the snow-child, and again she 
sparkled like a star. 

“Snow!” repeated good Mr. Lindsey, drawing the reluctant guest 
over his hospitable threshold. “No wonder she looks like snow. She is 
half frozen, poor little thing! But a good fire will put everything to 
rights!” 

Without further talk, and always with the same best intentions, this 
highly benevolent and common-sensible individual led the little white 
damsel — drooping, dropping, drooping, more and more — out of the 
frosty air, and into his comfortable parlor, A Heidenberg stove, filled to 
the brim with intensely burning anthracite, was sending a bright gleam 
through the isinglass of its iron door, and causing the vase of water on 
its top to fume and bubble with excitement. A warm, sultry smell was 
diffused throughout the room. A thermometer on the wall farthest from 
the stove stood at eighty degrees. The parlor was hung wdth red cur- 
tains, and covered with a red carpet, and looked just as warm as it felt. 
The difference betwixt the atiliosphere here and the cold, wintry twi- 
light out of doors, was like stepping at once from Nova Zembla to the 
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hottest part of India, or from the North Pole into an oven. Oh, this was 
a fine place for^the little white stranger! 

The common-sensible man placed the snow-child on the hearth-rug, 
right in front of the hissing and fuming stove. 

^^Now she will be comfortable!’^ cried Mr. Lindsey, rubbing his hands 
and looking about him, with the pleasantest smile you ever saw. ^^Make 
yourself at home, my child.” 

Sad, sad and drooping, looked the little white maiden, as she stood 
on the hearth-rug, with the hot blast of the stove striking through her 
like a pestilence. Once, she threw a glance wistfully toward the win- 
dows, and caught a glimpse, through its red curtains, of the snow-cov- 
ered roofs, and the stars glimmering frostily, and all the delicious inten- 
sity of the cold night. The bleak wind rattled the window-panes, as if it 
were summoning her to come forth. But there stood the snow-child, 
drooping, before the hot stove! 

But the common-sensible man saw nothing amiss. 

^^Come wife,” said he, “let her have a pair of thick stockings and a 
woollen shawl or blanket directly; and tell Dora to give her some warm 
supper as soon as the milk boils. You, Violet and Peony, amuse your 
little friend. She is out of spirits, you see, at finding herself in a strange 
place. For my part, I will go around among the neighbors, and find out, 
where she belongs.” 

The mother, meanwhile, had gone in search of the shawl and stock- 
ings; for her own view of the matter, however subtle and delicate, had 
given way, as it always did, to the stubborn materialism of her husband. 
Without heeding the remonstrances of his two children, who still kept 
murmuring that their little snow-sister did not love the warmth, good 
Mr. Lindsey took his departure, shutting the parlor-door carefully be- 
hind him. Turning up the collar of his sack over his ears, he emerged 
from the house, and had barely reached the street-gate, when he was 
recalled by the screams of Violet and Peony, and the rapping of a thim- 
bled finger against the parlor window. 

“Husband! husband!” cried his wife, showing her horror-stricken 
face through the window-panes. “There is no need of going for the 
child’s parents!” 

“We told you so, father!” screamed Violet and Peony, as he re-en- 
tered the parlor. “You would bring her in; and now our poor — dear — 
beau-ti-ful little snow-sister is thawed!” 

And their own sweet little faces were already dissolved in tears; so 
that their father, seeing what strange things cxrcasionally happen in this 
every-day world, felt not a little anxious lest his children might be going 
to thaw too! In the utmost perplexity, he demanded an explanation o: 
his wife. She could only reply, that, being summoned to the parlor 
by the cries of Violet and Peony, she found no trace of the little white 
maiden, unless it were the remains of a Heap of snow, which, while she 
was gazing at it, melted quite away upon the hearth-rug. 
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^‘And there you see all that is left of itl’^ added she, pointing to a 
pool of water in front of the stove. I 

^‘Yes, father, said Violet looking reproachfully at him, through her 
tears, “there is all that is left of our dear little snow-sister I’’ 

“Naughty father!” cried Peony, stamping his foot, and — I shudder 
to say — shaking his little fist at the common-sensible man. “We told 
you how it would be! What for did you bring her in?” 

And the Heidenberg stove, through the isinglass of its door, seemed 
to glare at good Mr. Lindsey, like a red-eyed demon, triumphing in the 
mischief which it had done! 

This, you will observe, was one of those rare cases, which yet will 
occasionally happen, where common-sense finds itself at fault. The re- 
markable story of the snow-image, though to that sagacious class of 
people to whom good Mr. Lindsey belongs it may seem but a childish 
affair, is, nevertheless, capable of being moralized in various methods, 
greatly for their edification. One of its lessons, for instance, might be, 
that it behooves men, and especially men of benevolence, to consider 
well what they are about, and, before acting on their philanthropic pur- 
poses, to be quite sure that they comprehend the nature and all the re- 
lations of the business in hand. What has been established as an clement 
of good to one being may prove absolute mischief to another; even as 
the warmth of the parlor was proper enough for children of flesh and 
blood, like Violet and Peony, — though by no means very wholesome, 
even for them, — ^but involved nothing short of annihilation to the un- 
fortunate snow-image. 

But, after all, there is no teaching anything to wise men of good Mr. 
Lindsey’s stamp. They know everything, — oh, to be sure! — everything 
that has been, and everything that is, and everything that, by any fu- 
ture possibility, can be. And, should some phenomenon of nature or 
providence transcend their system, they will not recognize it, even if it 
come to pass under their very noses. 

“Wife,” said Mr. Lindsey, after a fit of silence, “see what a quantity 
of snow the children have brought in on their feet! It has made quite a 
puddle here before the stove. Pray tell Dora to bring some towels and 
*op it up!” 


THE GREAT STONE FACE 

One afternoon, when the sun was going down, a mother and her little 
boy sat at the door of their cottage, talking about the Great Stone Face. 
They had but to lift cheir eyes, and there it was plainly to be seen, 
though miles away, vjith the 'lunshine brightening all its features. 



THE GREAT STONE FACE 

And what was the Great Stone Face? 

Embosomed|amongst a family of lofty mountains, there was a valley 
so spacious that it contained many thousand inhabitants. Some of these 
good people dwelt in log-huts, with the black forest all around them, on 
the steep and difficult hill-sides. Others had their homes in comfortable 
farm-houses, and cultivated the rich soil on the gentle slopes or level 
surfaces of the valley. Others, again, were congregated into populous 
villages, where some wild, highland rivulet, tumbling down from its 
birthplace in the upper mountain region, had been caught and tamed by 
human cunning, and compelled to turn the machinery of cotton-facto- 
ries. The inhabitants of this valley, in short, were numerous, and of 
many modes of life. But all of them, grown people and children, had a 
kind of familiarity with the Great Stone Face, although some possessed 
the gift of distinguishing this grand natural phenomenon more perfectly 
than many of their neighbors. 

The Great Stone Face, then, was a work of Nature in her mood of 
majestic playfulness, formed on the perpendicular side of a mountain 
by some immense rocks, which had been thrown together in such a po- 
sition as, when viewed at a proper distance, precisely to resemble the 
features of the human countenance. It seemed as if an enormous giant, 
or a Titan, had sculptured his own likeness on the precipice. There was 
the broad arch of the forehead, a hundred feet in height; the nose, with 
its long bridge; and the vast lips, which, if they could have spoken, 
would have rolled their thunder accents from one end of the valley to 
the other. True it is, that if the spectator approached too near, he lost 
the outline of the gigantic visage, and could discern only a heap of pon- 
derous and gigantic rocks, piled in chaotic ruin one upon another. Re- 
tracing his steps, however, the wondrous features would again be seen; 
and the farther he withdrew from them, the more like a human face, 
with all its original divinity intact, did they appear; until, as it grew 
dim in the distance, with the clouds and glorified vapor of the mountains 
clustering about it, the Great Stone Face seemed positively to be alive. 

It was a happy lot for children to grow up to manhood or womanhcxMi 
with the Great Stone Face before their eyes, for all the features were 
noble, and the expression was at once grand and sweet, as if it were the 
glow of a vast, warm heart, that embraced all mankind in its affections, 
and had room for more. It was an education only to look at it. According 
to the belief of many people, the valley owed much of its fertility to 
this benign aspect that was continually beaming over it, illuminating 
the clouds, and infusing its tenderness into the sunshine. 

As we began with saying, a mother and her little boy sat at their cot- 
tage-door, gazing at the Great Stone Face, and talking about it. The 
child^s name was Ernest. 

“Mother,” said he, while the Titanic visage smiled on him, “I wish 
that it could speak, for it looks so very kindly that its voice must needs 
be pleasant. If I were to see a man with such a face. I should love him 
dearly.” 
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‘‘If an old prophecy should come to pass/’ answered his mother, “we 
may see a man, some time or other, with exactly such a fece as that.’’ 

“What prophecy do you mean, dear mother?” eager^ inquired Er- 
jwst. “Pray tell me about it!” 

So his mother told him a story that her own mother had told to her, 
adien she herself was younger than little Ernest; a story, not of things 
that were past, but of what was yet to come; a story, nevertheless, so 
very old, that even the Indians, who formerly inhabited this valley, had 
heard it from their forefathers, to whom, as they affirmed, it had been 
murmured by the mountain streams, and whispered by the wind among 
the tree-tops. The purport was, that, at some future day, a child should 
be bom hereabouts, who was destined to become the greatest and nob- 
lest personage of his time, and whose countenance, in manhood, should 
bear an exact resemblance to the Great Stone Face. Not a few old- 
fashioned people, and young ones likewise, in the ardor of their hopes, 

' diorldied an enduring faith in this old prophecy. But others, who 
tod mcM-e of the world, had watched and waited till they were 
weary, kttd had beheld no man with such a face, nor any man that 
prov^ to be much greater or nobler than his neighbors, concluded it to 
be nothing but an idle tale. At all events, the great man of the prophecy 
had not yet appeared. 

“O mother, dear mother I” cried Ernest, clapping his hands above his 
head, “I do hope that I shall live to see him! ” 

His mother was an affectionate and thoughtful woman, and felt that 
it was wisest not to discourage the generous hopes of her little boy. So 
she only said to him, “Perhaps you may.” 

And Ernest never forgot the story that his mother told him. It was 
always in his mind, whenever he looked upon the Great Stone Face. He 
spent his childhood in the log-cottage where he was born, and was duti- 
ful to his mother, and helpful to her in many things, assisting her much 
with his little hands, and more with his loving heart. In this manner, 
from a happy yet often pensive child, he grew up to be a mild, quiet, un- 
obtrusive boy, and sun-browned with labor in the fields, but with more 
intelligence brightening his aspect than is seen in many lads who have 
been taught at famous schools. Yet Ernest had had no teacher, save 
only that the Great Stone Face became one to him. When the toil of the 
day was over, he would gaze at it for hours, until he began to imagine 
that those vast features recognized him, and gave him a smile of kind- 
ness and encouragement, responsive to his own look of veneration. We 
must not take upon us to affirm that this was a mistake, although the 
Face may have looked no more kindly at Ernest than at all the world’ 
besides. But the secret was that the boy’s tender and confiding simpli- 
city discerned what other people could not see; and thus the love, which 
was meant for all, became his peculiar portion. 

About this time there went«e rumor throughout the valley, that the 
great man, foretold from ages long ago, who was to bear a resemblance 
to the Great Stone F^ce. had appeared at last. It seems that, many years 
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before, a young man had migrated from the valley and settled at a dis- 
tant seaport, \^ere, after getting together a little money, he had set up 
as a shopkeeper. His name — but I could never learn whether it was his 
real one, or a nickname that had grown out of his habits and success in 
life — was Gathergold. Being shrewd and active, and endowed by 
Providence with that inscrutable faculty which develops itself in what 
the world calls luck, he became an exceedingly rich merchant, and 
owner of a whole fleet of bulky-bottomed ships. All the countries of 
the globe appeared to join hands for the mere purpose of adding heap 
after heap to the mountainous accumulation of this one man’s wealth. 
The cold regions of the north, almost within the gloom and shadow of 
the Arctic Circle, sent him their tribute in the shape of furs; hot Africa 
sifted for him the golden sands of her rivers, and gathered up the ivory 
tusks of her great elephants out of the forests; the East came bringing 
him the rich shawls, and spices, and teas, and the effulgence of diamonds, 
and the gleaming purity of large pearls. The ocean, not to be behind- 
hand with the earth, yielded up her mighty whales, that Mr. Gathergold 
might sell their oil, and make a profit of it. Be the original commodity 
what it might, it was gold within ais grasp. It might be said of him, as 
of Midas in the fable, that whatever he touched with his finger imme- 
diately glistened, and grew yellow, and was changed at once into sterling 
metal, or, which suited him still better, into piles of coin. And, when Mr. 
Gathergold had become so very rich that it would have taken him a 
hundred years only to count his wealth, he bethought himself of his 
native valley, and resolved to go back thither, and end his days where 
he was bom. With this purpose in view, he sent a skilful architect to 
build him such a palace as should be fit for a man of his vast wealth to 
live in. 

As I have said above, it had already been rumored in the valley that 
Mr. Gathergold had turned out to be the prophetic personage so long 
and vainly looked for, and that his visage was the perfect and undeni- 
able similitude of the Great Stone Face. People were the more ready to 
believe that this must needs be the fact, when they beheld the splendid 
edifice that rose, as if by enchantment, on the site of his father’s old 
weatherbeaten farm-house. The exterior was of marble, so dazzlingly 
white that it seemed as though the whole structure might melt away in 
the sunshine, like those humbler ones which Mr. Gathergold, in his 
young play-days, before his fingers were gifted with the touch of trans- 
mutation, had been accustomed to build of snow. It had a richly oma^ 
mented portico, supported by tall pillars, beneath which was a lofty 
door, studded with silver knobs, and made of a kind of variegated wood 
that had been brought from beyond the sea. The windows, from the 
floor to the ceiling of each stately apartment, were composed, respective- 
ly, of but one enormous pane of glass, so transparently pure that it 
was said to be a finer medium than even Ihe vacant atmosphere. Hardly 
anybody had been permitted to see the interior of this palace; but it 
was reported, and with good semblance of truth, t%be far more gorgeous 
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than the outside, insomuch that whatever was iron or brass in other 
houses was silver or gold in this; and Mr. Gathergold|? bedchamber, 
especially, made such a glittering appearance that no ordinary man 
would have been able to close his eyes there. But, on the other hand, Mr. 
Gathergold was now so inured to wealth, that perhaps he could not have 
closed his eyes unless where the gleam of it was certain to find its way 
beneath his eyelids. 

In due time, the mansion was finished; next came the upholsterers, 
with magnificent furniture; then, a whole troop of black and white ser- 
vants, the harbingers of Mr. Gathergold, who, in his own majestic per- 
son, was expected to arrive at sunset. Our friend Ernest, meanwhile, had 
been deeply stirred by the idea that the great man, the noble man, the 
man of prc^hecy, after so many ages of delay, was at length to be made 
manifest to his native valley. He knew, boy as he was, that there were a 
thousand ways in which Mr. Gathergold, with his vast wealth, might 
transform himself into an angel of beneficence, and assume a control 
over human affairs as wide and benignant as the smile of the Great 
Stone Face. Full of faith and hope, Ernest doubted not that what the 
people said was true, and that now he was to behold the living likeness 
of those wondrous features on the mountain-side. While the boy was still 
gazing up the valley, and fancying, as he always did, that the Great 
Stone Face returned his gaze and looked kindly at him, the rumbling 
of wheels was heard, approaching swiftly along the winding road. 

“Here he comes!” cried a group of people who were assembled to 
witness the arrival. “Here comes the great Mr. Gathergold!” 

A carriage, drawn by four horses, dashed round the turn of the road. 
Within it, thrust partly out of the window, appeared the physiognomy 
of the old man, with a skin as yellow as if his own Midas-hand had 
transmuted it. He had a low forehead, small, sharp eyes, puckered 
about with innumerable wrinkles, and very thin lips, which he made 
still thinner by pressing them forcibly together. 

“The very image of the Great Stone Face!” shouted the people. 
“Sure enough, the old prophecy is true; and here we have the great man 
Gome, at last!” 

And, what greatly perplexed Ernest, they seemed actually to believe 
that here was the likeness which they spoke of. By the roadside there 
chanced to be an old beggar-woman and two little beggar-children, 
stragglers from some far-off region, who, as the carriage rolled onward, 
held out their hands and lifted up their doleful voices, most piteously 
beseeching charity. A yellow claw — the very same that had clawed to- 
gether so much wealth — poked itself out of the coach-window, and dropt 
Bome copper coins upon the ground; so that, though the great man^s 
name seems to have been Gathergold, he might just as suitably have 
been nicknamed Scattercopper. Still, nevertheless, with an earnest 
Bbout, and evidently with a# much good faith as ever, the people 
bellowed, — 

“He is the very im^ge of the Great Sto^e Face!” 
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But Ernest turned sadly from the wrinkled shrewdness of that sordid 
visage, and gazpd up the valley, where, amid a gathering mist, gilded bjr 
the last sunbeams, he could still distinguish those glorious features 
which had impressed themselves into his soul. Their aspect cheered him. 
What did the benign lips seem to say? 

^^He will come! Fear not, Ernest; the man will come!” 

The years went on, and Ernest ceased to be a boy. He had grown to 
be a young man now. He attracted little notice from the other inhabi- 
tants of the valley ; for they saw nothing remarkable in his way of life 
save that, when the labor of the day was over, he still loved to go apart 
and gaze and meditate upon the Great Stone Face. According to their 
idea of the matter, it was a folly, indeed, but pardonable, inasmuch as 
Ernest was industrious, kind, and neighborly, and neglected no duty for 
the sake of indulging this idle habit. They knew not that the Great 
Stone Face had become a teacher o him, and that the sentiment which 
was expressed in it would enlarge the young man’s heart, and fill it with 
wider and deeper sympathies than other hearts. They knew not that 
thence would come a better wisdom than could be learned from books, 
and a better life than could be moulded on the defaced example of other 
human lives. Neither did Ernest know that the thoughts and affections 
which came to him so naturally, m the fields and at the fireside, and 
wherever he communed with himself, were of a higher tone than those 
which all men shared with him. A simple soul, — simple as when his 
mother first taught him the old prophecy, — he beheld the marvellous 
features beaming adown the valley, and still wondered that their human 
counterpart was so long in making his appearance. 

By this time poor Mr. Gathergold was dead and buried; and the odd- 
est part of the matter was, that his wealth, which was the body and spir- 
it of his existence, had disappeared before his death, leaving nothing of 
him but a living skeleton, covered over with a wrinkled yellow skin. 
Since the melting away of his gold, it had been very generally conceded 
that there was no such striking resemblance, after all, betwixt the ig- 
noble features of the ruined merchant and that majestic face upon the 
mountain-side. So the people ceased to honor him during his lifetime, ard 
quietly consigned him to forgetfulness after his decease. Once in a whil 
it is true, his memory was brought up in connection with the magnificent 
palace which he had built, and which had long ago been turned into a 
hotel for the accommodation of strangers, multitudes of whom came, 
every summer, to visit that famous natural curiosity, the Great Stone 
Face. Thus, Mr. Gathergold being discredited and thrown into the shade, 
the man of prophecy was yet to come. 

It so happened that a native-born son of the valley, many years be- 
fore, had enlisted as a soldier, and, after a great deal of hard fighting, 
had now become an illustrious commander. Whatever he may be called 
in history, he was known in camps and on*the battle-field under the nick- 
name of Old Blood-and-Thunder. This war-worn veteran being now in- 
firm with age and wounds, aijd weary of the turiBoil of a military life, 
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and of the roll of the drum and the clangor of the trumpet, that had so 
long been ringing in his ears, had lately signified a purppse of returning 
to his native valley, hoping to find repose where he remembered to have 
left it. The inhabitants, his old neighbors and their grown-up children, 
were resolved to welcome the renowned warrior with a salute of cannon 
and a public dinner; and all the more enthusiastically, it being affirmed 
that now, at last, the likeness of the Great Stone Face had actually ap- 
peared. An aid-de-camp of Old Blood-and-Thunder, travelling through 
the valley, was said to have been struck with the resemblance. More- 
over the schoolmates and early acquaintances of the general were ready 
to testify, on oath, that, to the best of their recollection, the aforesaid 
general had been exceedingly like the majestic image, even when a boy, 
only the idea had never occurred to them at that period. Great, therefore, 
was the excitement throughout the valley; and many people, who had 
never once thought of glancing at the Great Stone Face for years before, 
now spent their time in gazing at it, for the sake of knowing exactly how 
General Blood-and-Thunder looked. 

On the day of the great festival, Ernest, with all the other people of 
the valley, left their work, and proceeded to the spot where the sylvan 
banquet was prepared. As he approached, the loud voice of the Rev. Dr. 
Battleblast was heard, beseeching a blessing on the good things set be- 
fore them, and on the distinguished friend of peace in whose honor they 
were assembled. The tables were arranged in a cleared space of the woods, 
shut in by the surrounding trees, except where a vista opened eastward, 
and afforded a distant view of the Great Stone Face. Over the general’s 
chair, which was a relic from the home of Washington, there was an arch 
of verdant boughs, with the laurel profusely intermixed, and surmounted 
by his country’s banner, beneath which he had won his victories. Our 
friend Ernest raised himself on his tiptoes, in hopes to get a glimpse of 
the celebrated guest; but there was a mighty crowd about the tables 
anxious to hear the toasts and speeches, and to catch any word that 
nught fall from the general in reply; and a volunteer company, doing 
duty as a guard, pricked ruthlessly with their bayonets at any particular- 
ly quiet person among the throng. So Ernest, being of an unobtrusive 
character, was thrust quite into the background, where he could see 
no more of Old Blood-and-Thunder’s physiognomy than if it had been 
still blazing on the battle-field. To console himself, he turned towards 
the Great Stone Face, which, like a faithful and long-remembered friend, 
looked back and smiled upon him through the vista of the forest. Mean- 
time, however, he could overhear the remarks of various individuals, 
who were comparing the features of the hero with the face on the distant 
mountain-side. 

Tis the same face, to a hairl” cried one man, cutting a caper for 

joy. 

“Wonderfully like, that’s a fact I” responded another, 

“Like! why, I call it Old Blood-and-Thunder himself, in a monstrous 
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looking-glass!^^ cried a third. ‘‘And why not? He^s the greatest man of 
this or any othef* age, beyond a doubt.” 

And then all three of the speakers gave a great shout, which commu- 
nicated electricity to the crowd, and called forth a roar from a thousand 
voices, that went reverberating for miles among the mountains, until you 
might have supposed that the Great Stone Face had poured its thunder- 
breath into the cry. All these comments, and this vast enthusiasm, 
served the more to interest our friend ; nor did he think of questioning 
that now, at length, the mountain- visage had found its human counter- 
part. It is true, Ernest had imagined that this long-looked-for personage 
would appear in the character of a man of peace, uttering wii^om, and 
doing good, and making people har)py. But, taking an habitual breadth 
of view, with all his simplicity, he contended that Providence should 
choose its own method of blessing mankind, and could conceive that this 
great end might be effected even by a warrior and a bloody sword^ 
should inscrutable wisdom see fit to order matters so. 

“The general! the general!” was now the cry. “Hush! silence! Old 
Blood-and-Thunder’s going to makt a speech.” 

Even so; for, the cloth being removed, the general’s health had been 
drunk, amid shouts of applause, and he now st^ upon his feet to thank 
the company. Ernest saw him. There he was, over the shoulders of the 
crowd, from the two glittering epaulets and embroidered collar upward, 
beneath the arch of green boughs with intertwined laurel, and the ban- 
ner drooping as if to shade his brow! And there, too, visible in the same 
glance, through the vista of the forest, appeared the Great Stone Face! 
And was there, indeed, such a resemblance as the crowd had testified? 
Alas, Ernest could not recognize it! He beheld a war-worn and weather- 
beaten countenance, full of energy, and expressive of an iron will; but 
the gentle wisdom, the deep, broad, tender sympathies, were altogether 
wanting in Old Blood-and-Thunder’s visage ; and even if the Great Stone 
Face had assumed his look of stern command, the milder traits would 
still have tempered it. 

“This is not the man of prophecy,” sighed Ernest to himself, as he 
made his way out of the throng. “And must the world wait longer yet?” 

The mists had congregated about the distant mountain-side, and there 
were seen the grand and awful features of the Great Stone Face, awful 
but benignant, as if a mighty angel were sitting among the hills, and 
enrobing himself in a cloud-vesture of gold and purple. As he looked, 
Ernest could hardly believe but that a smile beamed over the whole 
visage, with a radiance still brightening, although without motion of the 
lip». It was probably the effect of the western sunshine, melting through 
the thinly diffused vapors that had swept between him and the object 
that he gazed at. But — as it always did — ^the aspect of his marvellous 
friend made Ernest as hopeful as if he had never hoped in vain. 

“Fear not, Ernest,” said his heart, evAn as if the Great Face were 
whispering him, — fear not, Ernest; he will come.” 
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More years sped swiftly and tranquilly away. Ernest still dwelt in his 
native viley, and was now a man of middle age. By iipperceptible de- 
grees, he had become known among the people. Now, as heretofore, he 
labored for his bread, and was the same simple-hearted man that he had 
always been. But he had thought and felt so much, he had given so many 
of the best hours of his life to unworldly hopes for some great good to 
mankind, that it seemed as though he had been talking with the angels, 
and had imbibed a portion of their wisdom unawares. It was visible in 
the calm and well-considered beneficence of his daily life, the quiet 
stream of which had made a wide green margin all along its course. Not 
a day passed by, that the world was not the better because this man, 
humble as he was, had lived. He never stepped aside from his own path, 
yet would always reach a blessing to his neighbor. Almost involuntarily, 
too, he had become a preacher. The pure and high simplicity of his 
thought, which, as one of its manifestations, took shape in the good 
deeds that dropped silently from his hand, flowed also forth in speech. 
He uttered truths that wrought upon and moulded the lives of those 
who heard him. His auditors, it may be, never suspected that Ernest, 
their own neighbor and familiar friend, was more than an ordinary man ; 
least of all did Ernest himself suspect it; but, inevitably as the murmur 
of a rivulet, came thoughts out of his mouth that no other human lips 
had spoken. 

When the p)eople^s minds had had a little time to cool, they were ready 
enough to acknowledge their mistake in imagining a similarity between 
General Blood-and-Thunder’s truculent physiognomy and the benign 
visage on the mountain-side. But now, again, there were reports and 
many paragraphs in the newspapers, affirming that the likeness of the 
Great Stone Face had appeared upon the broad shoulders of a certain 
eminent statesman. He, like Mr. Gathergold and Old Blood-and-Thun- 
der, was a native of the valley, but had left it in his early days, and taken 
up the trades of law and politics. Instead of the rich man’s wealth and 
the warrior’s sword, he had but a tongue, and it was mightier than both 
together. So wonderfully eloquent was he, that whatever he might choose 
to say, his auditors had no choice but to believe him; wrong looked like 
right, and right like wrong; for when it pleased him, he could make a 
kind of illuminated fog with his mere breath, and obscure the natural 
daylight with it. His tongue, indeed, was a magic instrument: sometimes 
it rumbled like the thunder; sometimes it warbled like the sweetest 
music. It was the blast of war, the song of peace; and it seemed to have 
a heart in it, when there was no such matter. In good truth, he was a 
wondrous man; and when his tongue had acquired him all other im- 
aginable success, — ^when it had been heard in halls of state, and in the 
courts of princes and potentates, — ^after it had made him known all over 
the world, even as a voice crying from shore to shore, — it finally persuad- 
ed his countrymen to select hiln for the Presidency. Before this time, — 
indeed, as soon as he began to grow celebrated, — ^his admirers had found 
out the resemblance between him and the Great Stone Face; and so 
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much were they struck by it, that throughout the country this distin- 
guished gentleyian was known by the name of Old Stony Phiz. The 
phrase was considered as giving a highly favorable aspect to his polite 
ical prospects; for, as is likewise the case with the Popedom, nobody 
ever becomes President without taking a name other than his own. 

While his friends were doing their best to make him President, Old 
Stony Phiz, as he was called, set out on a visit to the valley where he was 
bom. Of course, he had no other object than to shake hands with his fel- 
low-citizens and neither thought nor cared about any effect which his 
progress through the country might have upon the election. Magnificent 
preparations were made to receive the illustrious statesman ; a cavalcade 
of horsemen set forth to meet him at the boundary line of the State, and 
all the people left their business and gathered along the wayside to see 
him pass. Among these was Ernesi. Though more than once disappK)int- 
ed, as we have seen, he had such a hopeful and confiding nature, that 
he was always ready to believe in whatever seemed beautiful and good. 
He kept his heart continually open, and thus was sure to catch the bless- 
ing from on high when it should :ome. So now again, as buoyantly as 
ever, he went forth to behold the likeness of the Great Stone Face. 

The cavalcade came prancing along the road, with a great clattering 
of hoofs and a mighty cloud of dust, which rose up so dense and high 
that the visage of the mountain-side was completely hidden from Ernestos 
eyes. All the great men of the neighborhood were there on horseback; 
militia officers, in uniform; the member of Congress; the sheriff of the 
county; the editors of newspapers; and many a farmer, too, had mounted 
his patient steed, with his Sunday coat upon his back. It really was a 
very brilliant spectacle, especially as there were numerous banners flaunt- 
ing over the cavalcade, on some of which were gorgeous portraits of the 
illustrious statesman and the Great Stone Face, smiling familiarly at one 
another, like two brothers. If the pictures were to be trusted, the mutual 
resemblance, it must be confessed, was marvellous. We must not forget 
to mention that there was a band of music, which made the echoes of 
the mountains ring and reverberate with the loud triumph of its strains; 
so that airy and soul-thrilling melodies broke out among all the heights 
and hollows, as if every nook of his native valley had found a voice, to 
welcome the distinguished guest. But the grandest effect was when the 
far-off mountain precipice flung back the music; for then the Great Stone 
Face itself seemed to be swelling the triumphant chorus, in acknowledg- 
ment that, at length, the man of prophecy was come. 

All this while the people were throwing up their hats and shouting, 
with enthusiasm so contagious that the heart of Ernest kindled up, and 
he likewise threw up his hat, and shouted, as loudly as the loudest, 
‘^Huzza for the great man! Huzza for Old Stony Phizl^' But as yet he 
had not seen him. 

“Here he is, now!” cried those wh6* stood near Ernest. “There! 
There! Look at Old Stony Phiz and then at the Old Man of the Moun- 
tain, and see if they are not ^ like as two twin-brothers!” 
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In the midst of all this gallant array came an open baroudie, drawn 
by four white horses^ and in the barouche, with his m|issive head un- 
covered, sat the illustrious statesman, Old Stony Phiz himself. 

^‘Confess it,’^ said one of Ernest’s neighbors to him, ‘‘the Great Stone 
Face has met its match at last!” 

Now, it must be owned that, at his first glimpse of the countenance 
which was bowing and smiling from the barouche, Ernest did fancy 
that there was a resemblance between it and the old familiar face upon 
the mountain-side. The brow, with its massive depth and loftiness, and 
ail the other features, indeed, were boldly and strongly hewn, as if in 
emulaticm of a more than heroic, of a Titanic model. But the sublimity 
and stateliness, the grand expresson of a divine s5nTipathy, that illumi- 
nated the mountain visage and etherealized its ponderous granite sub- 
stance into spirit, might here be sought in vain. Something had been 
originally left out, or had departed. And therefore the marvellously 
gifted statesman had always a weary gloom in the deep caverns of his 
eyes, as of a child that has outgrown its playthings or a man of mighty 
faculties and little aims, whose life, with all its high performances, was 
^ague and empty, because no high purpose had endowed it with reality. 

Still, Ernest’s neighbor was thrusting his elbow into his side, and 
pressing him for an answer. 

“Confess! confess! Is not he the very picture of your Old Man of the 
Mountain?” 

“No!” said Ernest blimtly, “I see little or no likeness.” 

“Then so much the worse for the Great Stone Face!” answered his 
ndgfabor; and again he set up a shout for Old Stony Phiz. 

But Ernest turned away, melancholy, and almost despondent: for 
this was the saddest of his disappointments, to behold a man who might 
have fulfilled the prc^hecy, and had not willed to do so. Meantime, the 
cavalcade, the banners, the music, and the barouches swept past him, 
with the vociferous crowd in the rear, leaving the dust to settle down, 
and the Great Stone Face to be revealed again, with the grandeur that 
it had worn for imtold centuries. 

“Lo, here I am, Ernest!” the benign lips seemed to say. “I have 
waited longer than thou, and am not yet weary. Fear not; the man will 
come.” 

The years hmried onward, treading in their haste on one another’s 
heels. And now they began to bring white hairs, and scatter them over 
the head of Ernest; they made reverend wrinkles across his forehead, 
and furrows in his che^. He was an aged man. But not in vain had he 
grown old: more than the white hairs on his head were the sage thoughts 
in his mind; his wrinkles and furrows were inscriptions that Time had 
graved, and in vdiich he had written legends of wisdom that had been 
tested by the tenor of a life. And Ernest had ceased to be obscure. Un- 
sought for, undesired, had corfe the fame which so many seek, and made 
him known in the great world, beyond the limits of the valley in which he 
had dwelt so qvdeti^ College professors, and even the active men of 



THE GREAT STONE FACE 

cities, came from far to see and converse with Ernest; for the report had 
gone abroad thrit this simple husbandman had ideas unlike those of other 
men, not gained from books, but of a higher tone, — ^a tranquil and fami- 
liar majesty, as if he had been talking with the angels as his daily friends. 
Whether it were sage, statesman, or philanthropist, Ernest received these 
visitors with the gentle sincerity that had characterized him from boy- 
hood, and spoke freely with them of whatever came uppermost, or lay 
deepest in his heart or their own. While they talked together, his face 
would kindle, unawares, and shine upon them, as with a mild evening 
light. Pensive with the fulness of such discourse, his guests took leave and 
went their way; and passing up the valley, paused to look at the Great 
Stone Face, imagining that they had seen its likeness in a human counte- 
nance, but could not remember where. 

While Ernest had been growing up and growing old, a bountiful Provi- 
dence had granted a new poet to this earth. He likewise, was a native of 
the valley, but had spent the greater part of his life at a distance from 
that romantic region, pouring out his sweet music amid the bustle and 
din of cities. Often, however, did t)ie mountains which had been familiar 
to him in his childhood lift their snc^wy peaks into the clear atmosphere of 
his poetry. Neither was the Great Stone Face forgotten, for the poet had 
celebrated it in an ode, which was grand enough to have been uttered by 
its own majestic lips. This man of genius, we may say, had come down 
from heaven with wonderful endowments. If he sang of a mountain, the 
eyes of all mankind beheld a mightier grandeur reposing on its breast, or 
soaring to its summit, than had before been seen there. If his theme were 
a lovely lake, a celestial smile had now been thrown over it, to gleam for- 
ever on its surface. If it were the vast old sea, even the deep immensity of 
its dread bosom seemed to swell the higher, as if moved by the emotions 
of the song. Thus the world assumed another and a better aspect from 
the hour that the poet blessed it with his happy eyes. The Creator had 
bestowed him, as the last best touch to his own handiwork. Creaticm was 
not finished till the poet came to interpret, and so complete it. 

The effect was no less high and beautiful, when his human brethren 
were the subject of his verse. The man or woman, sordid with the conuntm 
dust of life, who crossed his daily path, and the little child who played 
in it, were glorified if he beheld them in his mood of poetic faith. He 
showed the golden links of the great chain that intertwined them with an 
angelic kindred ; he brought out the hidden traits of a celestial birth that 
made them worthy of such kin. Some, indeed, there were, who thought to 
show the soundness of their judgment by affirming that all the beauty and 
dignity of the natural world existed only in the poet^s fancy. Let such men 
speak for themselves, who undoubtedly appear to have been spawned 
forth by Nature with a contemptuous bitterness; she having plastered 
them up out of her refuse stuff, after all thp swine were made. As respects 
all things else, the poet’s ideal was the truest truth. 

The songs of this poet found their way to Ernest. He read them after 
his customary toil, seated on the bench before his c^tage-door, where for 
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such a length of time he had filled his repose with thought, by gazing at 
the Great Stone Face. And now as he read stanzas that caused the soul to 
thrill within him, he lifted his eyes to the vast countenance beaming cm 
him so benighantly. 

‘‘O majestic friend,” he murmured, addressing the Great Stone Face, 
'is not this man worthy to resemble thee?” 

The Face seemed to smile, but answered not a word. 

Now it happened that the poet, though he dwelt so far away, had not 
only heard of Ernest, but had meditated much upon his character, until 
he deemed nothing so desirable as to meet this man, whose untaught wis- 
dom walked hand in hand with the noble simplicity of his life. One sum- 
mer morning, therefore, he took passage by the railroad, and, in the de- 
cline of the afternoon, alighted from the cars at no great distance from 
Ernest’s cottage. The great hotel, which had formerly been the palace of 
Mr. Gathergold, was close at hand, but the poet, with his carpet-bag on 
his arm, inquired at once where Ernest dwelt, and was resolved to be ac- 
cepted as his guest. 

Approaching the door, he there found the good old man, holding a 
volume in his hand, which alternately he read, and then, with a finger be- 
tween the leaves, looked lovingly at the Great Stone Face. 

^‘Good evening,” said the poet. ^'Can you give a traveller a night’s lodg- 
ing?” 

Willingly,” answered Ernest; and then he added, smiling, “Methinks 
I never saw the Great Stone Face look so hospitably at a stranger.” 

The poet sat down on the bench beside him, and he and Ernest talked 
together. Often had the poet held intercourse with the wittiest and the 
wisest, but never before with a man like Ernest, whose thoughts and feel- 
ings gushed up with such a natural freedom, and who made great truths 
so familiar by his simple utterance of them. Angels, as had been so often 
said, seemed to have wrought with him at his labor in the fields; angels 
seemed to have sat with him by the fireside ; and, dwelling with angels as 
friend with friends, he had imbibed the sublimity of their ideas, and im- 
bued it with the sweet and lowly charm of household words. So thought 
the poet. And Ernest, on the other hand, was moved and agitated by the 
living images which the poet flung out of his mind, and which peopled all 
the air about the cottage-door with shapes of beauty, both gay and pen- 
sive. The sympathies of these two men instructed them with a profound- 
er sense than either could have attained alone. Their minds accorded into 
one strain, and made delightful music which neither of them could have 
claimed as all his own, nor distinguished his own share from the other’s. 
They led one another, as it were, into a high pavilion of their thought^, so 
remote, and hitherto so dim, that they had never entered it before, and so 
beautiful that they desired to be there always. 

As Ernest listened to the pcjet, he imagined that the Great Stone Face 
was bending forward to listen too. He gazed earnestly into the poet’s 
glowing eyes. 

^^Who are you, mj/^strangely sifted gue;st?” he said. 
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The poet laid his finger on the volume that Ernest had been reading. 

“You have read these poems,” said he. “You know me, then, — for I 
wrote them.” * 

Again, and still more earnestly than before, Ernest examined the poet’s 
features; then turned towards the Great Stone Face; then back, with an 
uncertain aspect, to his guest. But his countenance fell; he shook his 
head, and sighed. 

“Wherefore are you sad?” inquired the poet. 

“Because,” replied Ernest, “all through life I have awaited the fulfib 
ment of a prophecy; and, when I read these poems, I hoped that it might 
be fulfilled in you.” 

“You hoped,” answered the poet, faintly smiling, “to find in me the 
likeness of the Great Stone Face. And you are disappointed, as formerly 
with Mr. Gathergold, and Old Blood-and-Thunder, and Old Stony Phiz. 
Yes, Ernest, it is my doom. You must add my name to the illustrious 
three, and record another failure o« your hopes. For — in shame and sad- 
ness do I speak it, Ernest — I am not worthy to be typified by yonder 
benign and majestic image.” 

“And why?” asked Ernest. He pointed to the volume. “Are not those 
thoughts divine?” 

“They have a strain of the Divinity,” replied the poet. “You can hear 
in them the far-off echo of a heavenly song. But my life, dear Ernest, has 
not corresponded with my thought. I have had grand dreams, but they 
have been only dreams, because I have lived — and that, too, by my own 
choice — ^among poor and mean realities. Sometimes even — shall I dare to 
say it? — I lack faith in the grandeur, the beauty, and the goodness, 
which my own words are said to have made more evident in nature and in 
human life. Why, then, pure seeker of the good and true, shouldst thou 
hope to find me, in yonder image of the divine?” 

The poet spoke sadly, and his eyes were dim with tears. So, likewise, 
were those of Ernest. 

At the hour of sunset, as had long been his frequent custom, Ernest 
was to discourse to an assemblage of the neighboring inhabitants in the 
open air. He and the poet, arm in arm, still talking together as they went 
along, proceeded to the spot. It was a small nook among the hills, with a 
gray precipice behind, the stern front of which was relieved by the plea- 
sant foliage of many creeping plants that made a tapestry for the naked 
rock, by hanging their festoons from all its rugged angles. At a small ele- 
vation above the ground, set in a rich framework of verdure, there ap- 
peared a niche, spacious enough to admit a human figure, with freedom 
for^such gestures as spontaneously accompany earnest thought and gen- 
uine emotion. Into this natural pulpit Ernest ascended, and threw a look 
of familiar kindness around upon his audience. They stood, or sat, or re- 
clined upon the grass, as seemed good to each, wi^ the departing sun- 
shine falling obliquely over them, and miifgling its subdued cheerfulness 
with the solemnity of a grove of ancient trees, beneath and amid the 
boughs of which the golden rays were constrained ^ pass. In another di- 
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ruction was seen the Great Stone Face, with the same cheer, combined 
with the same solemnity, in its benignant aspect. 

Ernest began to speak, giving to the people of what Ws in his heart 
and mind. His words had power, because they accorded with his 
thoughts; and his thoughts had reality and depth, because they harmo- 
nized with the life which he had always lived. It was not mere breath that 
this preacher uttered; they were the words of life, because a life ol good 
deeds and holy love was melted into them. Pearls, pure and rich, had 
been dissolved into this precious draught. The poet, as he listened, felt 
that the being and character of Ernest were a nobler strain of poetry 
than he had ever written. His eyes glistening with tears, he gazed rever- 
entially at the venerable man, and said within himself that never was 
there an aspect so worthy of a prophet and a sage as that mild, sweet, 
thoughtful countenance, with the glory of white hair diffused about it. 
At a distance, but distinctly to be seen, high up in the golden light of the 
setting sun, appeared the Great Stone Face, with hoary mists around 
it, like the white hairs around the brow of Ernest. Its look of grand bene- 
ficence seemed to embrace the world. 

At that moment, in sympathy with a thought which he was about to 
utter, the face of Ernest assumed a grandeur of expression, so imbued 
with benevolence, that the poet, by an irresistible impulse, threw his arms 
aloft and shouted, — 

“Behold! Behold! Ernest is himself the likeness of the Great Stone 
Face!” 

Then all the people looked, and saw that what the deep-sighted poet 
said was true. The prophecy was fulfilled. But Ernest, having finished 
what he had to say, took the poet’s arm, and walked slowly homeward, 
still hoping that some wiser and better man than himself would by and 
by appear, bearing a resemblance to the Great Stone Face. 


ETHAN BRAND: 

A Chapter from an Abortive Romance 

Bartram the lime-burner, a rough, heavy-looking man, begrimed with 
charcoal, sat watching his kiln at nightfall, while his little son played at 
building houses with the scattered fragments of marble, when, on the 
hill-side below them, they heard a roar of laughter, not mirthful, but 
slow, and even solemn, like a wind shaking the boughs of the forest. 

“Father, what is that?” aUced the little boy, leaving his play, and 
pressing betwixt his father’s knees, 

“Oh, some drunke^.man, I suppose,” answered the lime-burner; “some 



ETHAN BRAND 

merry fellow from the bar-room in the village, who dared not laugh loud 
enough within ^oors lest he should blow the roof of the house off. So here 
he is, shaking his jolly sides at the foot of Graylock.’^ 

“But, father,’^ said the child, more sensitive than the obtuse, middle- 
aged clown, “he does not laugh like a man that is glad. So the noise fright- 
ens me!” 

“Don’t be a fool, child! ” cried his father, gruffly. “You will never make 
a man, I do believe; there is too much of your mother in you. I have 
known the rustling of a leaf startle you. Hark! Here comes the merry fel- 
low now. You shall see that there is no harm in him.” 

Bartram and his little son, while they were talking thus, sat watching 
t^sam^limerkilnJhat had been the scene of Ethan Brand’s soiita^ ^d 
meditative life,^ before he began his search for_the Unpardonable Sin.s 
Many years, as we have seen, had now elapsed, since that pK)rtentous 
night when the Idea was first developed. The kiln, however, on the moun- 
tain-side, stood unimpaired, and was in nothing changed since he had 
thrown his dark thoughts into the intense glow of its furnace, and melted 
them, as it were, into the one thought that took possession of his life. It 
was a rude, round, tower-like structure about twenty feet high, heavily 
built of rough stones, and with a hillock of earth heaped about the larger 
part of its circumference; so that the blocks and fragments of marble 
might be drawn by cart-loads, and thrown in at the top. There was an 
opening at the bottom of the tower, like an over-mouth, but large enough 
to admit a man in a stooping posture, and provided with a massive iron 
door. With the smoke and jets of flame issuing from the chinks and crev- 
vices of this door, which seemed to give admittance into the hill-side, it 
resembled nothing so much as the private entrance to the infernal regions, 
which the shepherds of the Delectable Mountains were accustomed to 
^how to pilgrims. 

There are many such lime-kilns in that tract of country, for the pur- 
pose of burning the white marble which composes a large part of the 
substance of the hills. Some of them, built years ago, and long deserted, 
with weeds growing in the vacant round of the interior, which is open to 
the sky, and grass and wild-flowers rooting themselves into the chinks of 
the stones, look already like relics of antiquity, and may yet be over- 
spread with the lichens of centuries to come. Others, where the lime- 
burner still feeds his daily and night-long fire, afford points of interest to 
the wanderer among the hills, who seats himself on a log of wood or a 
fragment of marble, to hold a chat with the solitary man. It is a lonesome, 
and, when the character is inclined to thought, may be an intensely 
thoughtful occupation; as it proved in the case of Ethan Brand, who had 
mused to such strange purpose, in days gone by, while the fire in this 
very kiln was burning. 

The man who now watched the fire was of a different order, and 
troubled himself with no thoughts save thft very few that were requisite to 
his business. At frequent intervals, he flung back the clawing weight of 
the iron door, and, turning his face from the insuperable glare, thrust in 
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huge logs of oak, or stirred the immense brands with a long pole. Within 
the furnace were seen the curling and riotous flames, apd the burning 
marble, almost molten with the intensity of heat; while without, the re- 
flection of the fire quivered on the dark intricacy of the surrounding for- 
est, and showed in the foreground a bright and ruddy little picture of the 
hut, the spring beside its door, the athletic and coal-begrimed figure of the 
lime-burner, and the half-frightened child, shrinking into the protection 
of his father’s shadow. And when, again, the iron door was closed, then 
reappeared the tender light of the half-full moon, which vainly strove 
to trace out the indistinct shapes of the neighboring mountains; and, in 
the upper sky, there was a flitting congregation of clouds, still faintly 
tinged with the rosy sunset, though thus far down into the valley the 
sunshine had vanished long and long ago. 

The little boy now crept still closer to his father, as footsteps were 
heard ascending the hill-side, and a human form thrust aside the bushes 
that clustered beneath the trees. 

‘‘Halloo! who is it?” cried the lime-burner, vexed at his son’s timidity, 
yet half infected by it. “Come forward, and show yourself, like a man, or 
I’ll fling this chunk of marble at your head! ” 

“You offer me a rough welcome,” said a gloomy voice, as the unknown 
man drew nigh. “Yet I neither claim nor desire a kinder one, even at my 
own fireside.” 

To obtain a distincter view, Bartram threw open the iron door of the 
kiln, 'v^fhence immediately issued a gush of fierce light, that smote full 
upon the stranger’s face and figure. To a careless eye there appeared no- 
thing very remarkable in his aspect, which was that of a man in a coarse, 
brown, country-made suit of clothes, tall and thin, with the staff and 
heavy shoes of a wayfarer. As he advanced, he fixed his eyes — ^which 
were very bright — intently upon the brightness of the furnace, as if he 
beheld, or expected to behold, some object worthy of note within it. 

“Good evening, stranger,” said the lime-burner; “whence come you, 
so late in the day?” 

“I come from my search,” answered the wayfarer; “for, at last, it is 
finished.” 

“Drunk! — or crazy!” muttered Bartram to himself. “I shall have 
trouble with the fellow. The sooner I drive him away, the better.” 

The little boy, all in a tremble, whispered to his father, and begged 
him to shut the door of the kiln, so that there might not be so much light ; 
for that there was something in the man’s face which he was afraid to 
look at, yet could not look away from. And, indeed, even the lime-burner’s 
dull and torpid sense began to be impressed by an indescribable some- 
thing in that thin, rugged, thoughtful visage, with the grizzled hair hang- 
ing wildly about it, and those deeply sunken eyes, which gleamed like 
fires within the entrance of a mysterious cavern. But, as he closed the 
door, the stranger turned towiu’ds him, and spoke in a quiet, familiar 
way, that made Bartram feel as if he were a sane and ^sensible man, after 
all 
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'‘Your task draws to an end, I see,” said he. "This marble has already 
been burning three days. A few hours more will convert the stone to 
lime.” ’ 

"Why, who are you?” exclaimed the lime-burner. "You seem as well 
acquainted with my business as I am myself.” 

“And well I may be,” said the stranger; "for I followed the same craft 
many a long year, and here, too, on this very spot. But you are a new- 
comer in these parts. Did you never hear of Ethan Brand?” 

-^‘The man that went in search of the Unpardonable Sin?” asked Bar- 
tram, with a laugh. 

"The same,” answered the stranger. ‘‘He has found what he sought, 
and therefore he comes back agairu” 

"What I then you are Ethan Brand himself?" cried the lime-burner, in 
amazement. "I am a new-comer here, as you say, and they call it eight- 
een years since you left the foot of Graylock. But, I can tell you, the 
good folks still talk about Ethan Brand, in the village yonder, and what 
a strange errand took him away from his lime-kiln. Well, and so you have 
found the Unpardonable Sin?” 

“Even sol” said the stranger, cilmly. 

"If the question is a fair one,' proceeded Bartram, "where might it 
be?” 

- Eth^ Brand laid his finger on his own heart. 

v"Herel” replied he. 

And then, without mirth in his countenance, but as if moved by ar 
involuntary recognition of the infinite absurdity of seeking throughout 
the world for what was the closest of all things to himself, and looking 
into every heart, save his own, for what was hidden in no other breast, he 
broke into a laugh of scorn. It was the same slow, heavy laugh, that had 
almost appalled the lime-burner when it heralded the wayfarer^s ap- 
proach. 

The solitary mountain-side was made dismal by it. Laughter, when 
out of place, mistimed, or bursting forth from a disordered state of feel- 
ing, may be the most terrible modulation of the human voice. The laugh- 
ter of one asleep, even if it be a little child, — the madman s laugh, — the 
wild, screaming laugh of a born idiot, — are sounds that we sometimes 
tremble to hear, and would always willingly forget. Poets have imagined 
no utterance of fiends or hobgoblins so fearfully appropriate as a laugh. 
And even the obtuse lime-burner felt his nerves shaken, as this strange 
man looked inward at his own heart, and burst into laughter that rolled 
away into the night, and was indistinctly reverberated among the hills. 

j"Joe,” said he to his little son, "scamper down to the tavern in the 
village, and tell the jolly fellows there that Ethan Brand has come back, 
and that he has found the Unpardonable Sin!” 

The boy darted away on his errand, to which Ethan Brand made no ob- 
jection, nor seemed hardly to notice it. He sat on a log of wood, looking 
steadfastly at the iron door of the kiln. When the child was out of sight, 
and his swift and light footsteps ceased to be heard treading first on the 
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faUeii leaves and then on the rocky mountain-path, the lime-burner be- 
gan to regret his departure. He felt that the little fellow^s presence had 
been a barrier between his guest and himself, and that he^must now deal, 
heart to heart, with a man who, on his own confession, had committed the 
erne only crime for which Heaven could afford no mercy. That crime, in 
its indistinct blackness, seemed to overshadow him, and made his memory 
riotous with a throng of evil shapes that asserted their kindred with the 
Master Sin, whatever it might be, which it was within the scope of man^s 
corrupted nature to conceive and cherish. They were all of one family; 
they went to and fro between his breast and Ethan Brandis, and carried 
dark greetings from one to the other. 

Then Bartram remembered the stories which had grown traditionary 
in reference to this strange man, who had come upon him like a shadow 
of the night, and was m^ing himself at home in his old place, after so 
long absence, that the dead people, dead and buried for years, would 
have had more right to be at home, in any familiar spot, than he. Ethan 
Brand, it was said, had conversed with Satan himself in the lurid blaze of 
this very kiln. The legend had been matter of mirth heretofore, but looked 
grisly now. According to this tale, before Ethan Brand departed on his 
sear^, he had been accustomed to evoke a fiend from the hot furnace of 
the lime-kiln, night after night, in order to confer with him about the 
Unpardonable Sin; the man and the fiend each laboring to frame the 
image of some mode of guilt which could neither be atoned for nor for- 
given. And, with the first gleam of light upon the mountain-top, the fiend 
crept in at the iron door, there to abide the intensest element of fire until 
again summoned forth to share in the dreadful task of extending man’s 
possible guilt beyond the scope of Heaven’s else infinite mercy. 

While the lime-burner was struggling with the horror of these thoughts, 
Ethan Brand rose from the log, and flung open the door of the kiln. The 
action was in such accordance with the idea in Bartram’s mind, that he 
almost expected to see the Evil One issue forth, red-hot, from the raging 
furnace. 

^^Hold! hold!” cried he, with a tremulous attempt to laugh; for he 
was ashamed of his fears, although they overmastered him. “Don’t, for 
mercy’s sake, bring out your Devil now! ” 

“Man! ” sternly replied Ethan Brand, “what need have I of the Devil? 
I have left him behind me^ on my track. It is with such half-way sinners 
as you that he busies himself. Fear not, because I open the door. I do but 
act by old custom, and am going to trim your fire, like a lime-burner, as 
I was once.” 

He stirred the vast coals, thrust in more wood, and bent forward «to 
gaze into the hollow prison-house of the fire, regardless of the fierce glow 
that reddened upon his face. The lime-burner sat watching him, and half 
suspected this strange guest of a purpose, if not to evoke a fiend, at least 
to plunge into the flames, and thus vanish from the sight of man. Ethan 
Brandy however, drew quietly back, and closed the door of the kiln. 

“I have looked,” said he, “into many a human heart that was seven 
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times hotter with sinful passions than yonder furnace is with fire. But I 
found not there^ what I sought. No, not the Unpardonable Sin! 

‘^What is the Unpardonable Sin?” asked the lime-burner; and then he 
shrank farther from his companion, trembling lest his question idiould be 
answered. 

^ It is a sin t hat grew wit hin my own b reast,” replied Ethan Brand, 
standing erect with a pride that distinguishes all enthusiasts of his stamp. 

sin that grew nowhe re else! Th e sin o f ^n intellect that t riumph ^ 
ovST|S]^5s^f„brxith€rh^^ man an J revefence for and s^acri- 

its j)Biii^mighty ..daims IJThe only sin that deserves a 
recompense of immortal agony! Freely, were it to do again, would I incur 
the guilt. Unshrinkingly I accept the retribution! ” 

‘‘The man’s head is turned,” muttered the lime-burner to himself. “He 
may be a sinner like the rest of us, — nothing more likely, — but. I’ll be 
sworn, he is a madman too.” 

Nevertheless, he felt uncomfortable at his situation, alone with Ethan 
Brand on the wild mountain-side and was right glad to hear the rough 
murmur of tongues, and the footsteps of what seemed a pretty numerous 
party, stumbling over the stones and rustling through the underbrush. 
Soon appeared the whole lazy regiment that was wont to infest the village 
tavern, comprehending three or four individuals who had drunk flip be- 
side the bar-room fire through all the winters, and smoked their pipes be- 
neath the stoop through all the summers, since Ethan Brand’s departure. 
Laughing boisterously, and mingling all their voices together in uncere- 
monious talk, they now burst into the moonshine and narrow streaks of 
firelight that illuminated the open space before the lime-kiln. Bartram 
set the door ajar again, flooding the spot with light, that the whole coti- 
pany might get a fair view of Ethan Brand, and he of them. 

There, among other old acquaintances, was a once ubiquitous man, 
now almost extinct, but whom we were formerly sure to encounter at the 
hotel of every thriving village throughout the country. It wasdLhe stage- 
agent^The present specimen of the genus was a wilted and smoke-dried 
man, wrinkled and red-nosed, in a smartly cut, brown, bobtailed coat, 
with brass buttons, who, for a length of time unknown, had kept his 
desk and corner in the bar-room, and was still puffing what seemed to 
be the same cigar that he had lighted twenty years before. He had great 
fame as a dry joker, though, perhaps, less on account of any intrinsic 
humor than from a certain flavor of brandy-toddy and tobacco-smoke, 
which impregnated all his ideas and expressions, as well as his person. 
Another wellrremembered, though strangely altered, face was that of 
people still adled him in courtesy; an elderly raga- 
muffin, in his soiled shirtsleeves and tow-cloth trousers. This poor fellow 
had been an attorney, in what he called his better aays, a sharp practition- 
er, and in great vogue among the village litigants; but flip, and sling, 
and toddy, and cocktails, imbibed at all Hours, morning, noon, and night, 
had caused him to slide from intellectual to various kinds and degrees of 
bodily labor, till at last, to a(|opt his own phrase,iie slid into a sotp-vat. 
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In other wor(|^ a small way. He had come 

to Be hut the" fragment of a human being, a part of one foot having 
been chopped off by an axe, and an entire hand torn away by the dev- 
ilish grip of a steam-engine. Yet, though the corporeal hand was gone, 
a spiritual member remained; for, stretching forth the stump, Giles stead- 
fastly averred that he felt an invisible thumb and fingers with as vivid 
a sensation as before the real ones were amputated. A maimed and mis- 
erable wretch he was; but one, nevertheless, whom the world could not 
trample on, and had no right to scorn, either in this or any previous stage 
of his misfortunes, since he had still kept up the courage and spirit of a 
man, asked nothing in charity, and with his one hand — and that the left 
one — fought a stern battle against want and hostile circumstances. 

Among the throng, too, came another personage, who, with certain 
points of similarity to Lawyer Giles, had many more of difference. It was 
the village doctor; a man of some fifty years, whom, at an earlier period 
of his life, we introduced as paying a professional visit to Ethan Brand 
during the latter’s supposed insanity. He was now a purple-visaged, rude, 
and brutal, yet half-gentlemanly figure, with something wUd, ruined, and 
desperate in his talk, and in all the details of his gesture and manners. 
Brandy possessed this man like an evil spirit, and made him as surly and 
savage as a wild beast, and as miserable as a lost soul; but there was sup- 
posed to be in him such wonderful skill, such native gifts of healing, be- 
yond any which medical science could impart, that society caught hold of 
him, and would not let him sink out of its reach. So, swaying to and fro 
upon his horse, and grumbling thick accents at the bedside, he visited all 
the sick-chambers for miles about among the mountain towns, and some- 
times raised a dying man, as it were, by miracle, or quite as orften, no 
doubt, sent his patient to a grave that was dug many a year too soon. The 
doctor had an everlasting pipe in his mouth, and, as somebody said, in 
allusion to his habit of swearing, it was always alight with hell-fire. 

These three worthies pressed forward, and greeted Ethan Brand each 
after his own fashion, earnestly inviting him to partake of the contents of 
a certain black bottle, in which, as they averred, he would find something 
far better worth seeking than the Unpardonable Sin. No mind, which has 
wrought itself by intense and solitary meditation into a high state of en- 
thusiasm, can endure the kind of contact with low and vulgar modes of 
thought and feeling to which Ethan Brand was now subjected. It made> 
him doubt — and, strange to say, it was a painful doubt — whether he had 
indeed found the Unpardonable Sin, and found it within himself. The 
whole question on which he had exhausted life, and more than life, looked- 
ake a delusion. « 

“Leave me,” he said bitterly, “ye brute beasts, that have made your- 
selves so, shrivelling up your souls with fiery liquors! I have done with 
you. Years and years ago, I groped into your hearts and found nothing 
there for my purpose. Get ye gdfae! ” 

“Why, you uncivil scoundrel,” cried the fierce doctor, “is that the way 
you respond to the kindness of your best friends? Then let me tell you the 
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truth. You have no more found the Unpardonable Sin than yonder boy 
Joe has. You aje but a crazy fellow, — told you so twenty years ago, — 
neither better nor worse than a crazy fellow, and the fit companion of old 
Hum phrey^ here!” 

Hfte pbinted to an old man, shabbily dressed, with long white hair, thin 
visage, and unsteady eyes. For some years past this aged person had been 
wandering about among the hills, inquiring of all travellers whom he met 
for his daughter. The girl, it seemed, had gone off with a company of cir- 
cus-performers, and occasionally tidings of her came to the village, and 
fine stories were told of her glittering appearance as she rode on horse* 
back in the ring, or performed marvellous feats on the tight-rope. 

The white-haired father now approached Ethan Brand, and gazed un- 
steadily into his face. 

“They tell me you have been all over the earth,” said he, wringing 
his hands with earnestness. “You must have seen my daughter, for she 
makes a grand figure in the world, and everybody goes to see her. Did 
she send any word to her old father, or say when she was coming back?” 

Ethan Brand’s eye quailed beneath the old man’s. T hat daug hter, from 
w^qnihe^O !E!^rn^§tly desired a word of greeting, .wasHQiieTSffieFo 
tal^^thfij^eiygirl whom, with such, cold and remorsel£SS4DUJ33nse,JEfliai^ 
Brand had made the subject of a psychological experimentj, ^d wasted, 
absorJ^ed^jand^pejhaps anniM her soul, in the proems. 

“Yes,” he murmured, turning away from the hoary wanderer, “it is no 
delusion. There is an Unpardonable Sin!” 

While these things were passing, a merry scene was going forward in 
the area of cheerful light, beside the spring and before the door of the 
hut. A number of the youth of the village, young men and girls, had hur- 
ried up the hill-side, impelled by curiosity to see Ethan Brand, the hero 
of so many a legend familiar to their childhood. Finding nothing, how- 
ever, very remarkable in his aspect, — nothing but a sunburnt wayfarer, 
in plain garb and dusty shoes, who sat looking into the fire as if he fan- 
cied pictures among the coals, — these young people speedily grew tired 
of observing him. As it happened, there was other amusement at hand. 
An old German Jew travelling with a diorama on his back, was passing 
down the mountain-road towards the village just as the party turned 
aside from it, and, in hopes of eking out the profits of the day, the show- 
man had kept them company to the lime-kiln. 

“Come, old Dutchman,” cried one of the young men, “let us see your 
pictures, if you can swear they are worth looking at! ” 

“Oh yes. Captain,” answered the Jew, — whether as a matter of cour- 
tesy or craft, he styled everybody Captain, — “I shall show you, indeed, 
some very superb pictures!” 

So, placing his box in a proper position, he invited the young men and 
girls to look through the glass orifices of the machine, and proceeded to 
exhibit a series of the most outrageous sc Atchings and daubings, as speci- 
mens of the fine arts, that ever an itinerant showman had the face to im- 
pose upon his circle of spectat,ors. The pictures wqre worn out, moreover 
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tattered) full of cracks and wrinkles, dingy with tobacco-smoke, and 
otherwise in a most pitiable condition. Some purported to^be cities, public 
edifices, and ruined castles in Europe; others represented Napoleon’s 
battles and Nelson’s sea-fights; and in the midst of these would be seen 
a gigantic, brown, hairy hand, — which might have been mistaken for the 
Hand of Destiny, though, in truth, it was only the showman’s, — ^pointing 
its forefinger to various scenes of the conflict, while its owner gave his- 
torical illustrations. When, with much merriment at its abominable defi- 
ciency of merit, the exhibition was concluded, the German bade little Joe 
put his head into the box. Viewed through the magnifying-glasses, the 
boy’s round, rosy visage assumed the strangest imaginable aspect of an 
immense Titanic child, the mouth grinning broadly, and the eyes and 
every other feature overflowing with fun at the joke. Suddenly, how- 
ever, that merry face turned pale, and its expression changed to horror, 
for this easily impressed and excitable child had become sensible that the 
eye of Ethan Brand was fixed upon him through the glass. 

“You make the little man to be afraid, Captain,” said the German Jew, 
turning up the dark and strong outline of his visage from his stooping 
posture. “But look again, and, by chance, I shall cause you to see some- 
what that is very fine, upon my word!” 

Ethan Brand gazed into the box for an instant, and then starting back, 
looked fixedly at the German. What had he seen? Nothing, apparently; 
for a curious youth, who had peeped in almost at the same moment, be- 
held only a vacant space of canvas. 

“I remember you now,” muttered Ethan Brand to the showman. 

“Ah, Captain,” whispered the Jew of Nuremberg, with a dark smile, 
“I find it to be a heavy matter in my show-box, — this Unpardonable Sin! 
By my faith. Captain, it has wearied my shoulders, this long day, to 
carry it over the mountain.” 

“Peace,” answered Ethan Brand, sternly, “or get thee into the furnace 
yonder!” 

The Jew’s exhibition had scarcely concluded, when a great, elderly dog 
^ — ^who seemed to be his own master, as no person in the company laid 
claim to him — saw fit to render himself the object of public notice. Hith- 
erto, he had shown himself a very quiet, well-disposed old dog, going 
round from one to another, and, by way of being sociable, offering his 
rough head to be patted by any kindly hand that would take so much 
trouble. But now, all oi a sudden, this grave and venerable quadruped, 
of his own mere motion, and without the slightest suggestion from any- 
body else, began to run round after his tail, which, to heighten the ab- 
surdity of the proceeding, was a great deal shorter than it should have 
been. Never was seen such headlong eagerness in pursuit of an object 
that could not possibly be attained; never was heard such a tremendous 
outbreak of growling, snarling^ barking, and snapping, — as if one end of 
the ridiculous brute’s body were at deadly and most unforgivable enmity 
with the other. Faster and faster, round about went the cur; and faster 
and still faster fled tke unapproachable h^revity of his tail; and louder 
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and fiercer grew his yells of rage and animosity; until, utterly exhausted, 
and as far from^ the goal as ever, the foolish old dog ceased his perform- 
ance as suddenly as he had begun it. The next moment he was as mild, 
quiet, sensible, and respectable in his deportment, as when he first 
scraped acquaintance with the company. 

As may be supposed, the exhibition was greeted with universal laugh- 
ter, clapping of hands, and shouts of encore, to which the canine per- 
former responded by wagging all that there was to wag of his tail, but 
appeared totally unable to repeat his very successful effort to amuse the 
spectators. 

Meanwhile, Ethan Brand had lesumed his seat upon the log, and 
moved, as it might be, by a perception of^ some remote analogy between 
hispwntrase and that' oFtHs seff-pursuing curj he bf dice 
laugh, which, more than any other token, expressed the condition of his 
inward being. From that moment, ^he merriment of the party was at an 
end; they stood aghast, dreading lest the inauspicious sound should be 
reverberated around the horizon, and that mountain would thunrler it to 
mountain, and so the horror be prolonged upon their ears. Then, whisper- 
ing one to another that it was late, —that the moon was almost down, — 
that the August night was growing chill, — they hurried homewards, leaV' 
ing the lime-burner and little Joe to deal as they might with their unwel- 
come guest. Save for these three human beings, the open space on the 
hill-side was a solitude, set in a vast gloom of forest. Beyond that dark- 
some verge, the firelight glimmered on the stately trunks and almost 
black foliage of pines, intermixed with the lighter verdure of sapling 
oaks, maples, and poplars, while here and there lay the gigantic corpses 
of dead trees, decaying on the leaf-strewn soil. And it seemed to little Joe 
— a timorous and imaginative child — that the silent forest was holding 
its breath until some fearful thing should happen. 

Ethan Brand thrust more wood into the fire, and closed the door of the 
kiln; then looking over his shoulder at the lime-burner and his son, he 
bade, rather than advised, them to retire to rest. 

‘Tor myself, I cannot sleep,” said he. ‘T have matters that it concerns 
me to meditate upon. I will watch the fire, as I used to do in the old 
time.” 

“And call the Devil out of the furnace to keep you company, I sup- 
pose,” muttered Bartram, who had been making intimate acquaintance 
with the black bottle above mentioned. “But watch, if you like, and call 
as many devils as you like I For my part, I shall be all the better for a 
snooze. Come, Joe!” 

As the boy followed his father into the hut, he looked back at the way-, 
farer, and thFJelgs^ciuid into his eyes, for his tender spirit had an intui-^ 
tion oflEe bleak and terrible Idnenfiess in which this man had^febv^dpecT 

isrmt — — 

^ When they had gone, Ethan Brand sat listening to the crackling of the 
kindled wood, and looking at the little spirts of fire that issued through 
the chinks of the door. These trifles, however, on^,e so familiar, had but 
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the slightest hold of his attention, ^ile dee p within his mind he was re- 
viewing the gradud but been 

him by the search to which h^ad devoted himself. He remembered how 
the iiight dew had fdlen upon him,— bow fhe dart Torest had whispered 
to him, — ^how the stars had gleamed upon him, — a simple and loving 
man, watching his fire in the years gone by, and ever musing as it burned. 
He remembered with what tenderness, with what love and sympathy for 
mankind, and what pity for human guilt and woe, he had first begun to 
contemplate those ideas which afterwards became the inspiration of his 
life; with what reverence he had then looked into the heart of man, 
viewing it as a temple originally divine, and, however desecrated, still to 
be held sacred by a brother; with what awful fear he had deprecated the 
^ success of his pursuit, and prayed that the Unpardonable Sin might never 
revealed to him. Th en e nsued that v^t intellectual development, y/ 
j w hich, in its progress, disturbed the counterpoise between his mind and 
hfiatL The Idea that possessed his life had operated as a means of educa- 
tion; it had gone on cultivating his powers to the highest point of which 
they were susceptible; it had raised him from the level of an unlettered 
laborer to stand on a star-lit eminence, whither the philosophers of the 
earth, laden with the lore of universities, might vainly strive to clamber 
after him. So much for the intellect! But where was the heart? That, in- 
d^dr had~^hei£id^:z::b contracted^— had hardened, — ^had perish^'d! 

It had ceased to partake of f Hrunlversal throbyHe had'lOSt his holdTbf | 
the magnetic chainof humanitwHe was no lon^ a brother-man, open- 
ing the chambers or the dunjgeCns of our common nature by the key of 
boly sympathy, which gave him a right to share in all its secrets; he was 
now a cold observer, looking on mankind as the subject of his experi- 
ment, and, at length, converting man and woman to be his puppets, and 
pulling the wires that moved them to such degrees of crime as were de- 
manded for his study. 

Thus Ethan Brand became a fiend. He began to be so from the mo- 
ment that his moral nature had ceased To Keep the pace of4mprqveinent 
with his intellect. And now, as his highest effort and inevitable develop- 
ment, — as the bright and gorgeous flower, and rich, delicious fruit of his 
lifers labor, — ^he had^roduced the Unpardjgnable-Sin! 

‘‘What more have I to seek? what more to achieve?^’ said Ethan Brand 
TO himself. “My task is done, and well done!” 

Starting from the log with a certain alacrity in his gait and ascending 
the hillock of earth that was raised against the stone circumference of the 
lime-kiln, he thus reached the top of the structure. It was a space of per- 
haps ten feet across, from edge to edge, presenting a view of the upper 
surface of the immense mass of broken marble with which the kiln was 
heaped. All these innumerable blocks and fragments of marble were red- 
hot and vividly on fire, sending up great spouts of blue flame, which 
quivered aloft and danced madiy, as within a magic circle, and sank and 
rose again, with continual and multitudinous activity. As the lonely man 
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bent forward over this terrible body of fire, the blasting heat smote up 
against his per^n with a breath that, it might be supposed, would have 
scorched and shrivelled him up in a moment. 

Ethan Brand stood erect, and raised his arms on high. The blue flames ' 
played upon his face, and imparted the wild and ghastly light which alone 
could have suited its expression; it was that of a fiend on the verge of 
plunging into his gulf of intensest torment. 

“O Mother Earth,” cried he, ^‘who art no more my Mother, and intQ^ 
whose bosom this frame shall never be resolved! O mankind, whose broth- 
erhood I have cast off, and trampled thy great Yearri)erieafK'n^y" 

O stars of heaven, that shone on me of old, as if to light me onward arid 
upward! — farewell all, and forever. Come, deadly element of Fire, — 
henceforth my familiar friend! Embrace me, as I do thee!” 

That night the sound of a fearful peal of laughter rolled heavily 
through the sleep of the lime-burner and his little son ; dim shapes of hor- 
ror and anguish haunted their dreams, and seemed still present in the 
rude hovel, when they opened theii eyes to the daylight. 

^^Up, boy, up!” cried the lime -burner, staring about him. “Thank 
Heaven, the night is gone, at last; and rather than pass such another, I 
would watch my lime-kiln, wide awake, for a twelvemonth. This Ethan 
Brand, with his humbug of an Unpardonable Sin, has done me no such 
mighty favor, in taking my place!” 

He issued from the hut, followed by little Joe, who kept fast hold of 
his father’s hand. The early sunshine was already pouring its gold upon 
the mountain-tops, and though the valleys were still in shadow, they 
smiled cheerfully in the promise of the bright day that was hastening on- 
ward. The village, completely shut in by hills, which swelled away gently 
about it, looked as if it had rested peacefully in the hollow of the great 
hand of Providence. Every dwelling was distinctly visible ; the little spires 
of the two churches p)ointed upwards, and caught a fore-glimmering of 
brightness from the sun-gilt skies upon their gilded weather-cocks. The 
tavern was astir, and the figure of the old, smoke-dried stage-agent, cigar 
in mouth, was seen beneath the stoop. Old Graylock was glorified with a 
golden cloud upon his head. Scattered likewise over the breasts of the 
surrounding mountains, there were heaps of hoary mist, in fantastic 
shapes, some of them far down into the valley, others high up towards the 
summits, and still others, of the same family of mist or cloud, hovering in 
the gold radiance of the upper atmosphere. Stepping from one to another 
of the clouds that rested on the hills, and thence to the loftier brother- 
hood that sailed in air, it seemed almost as if a mortal man might thus 
ascend into the heavenly regions. Earth was so mingled with sky that it 
was a day-dream to look at it. 

To supply that charm of the familiar and homely, which Nature so 
readily adopts into a scene like this, the stage-coach was rattling down 
the mountain-road, and the driver sounded his horn, while Eghflupaught 
uu the notes, and intertwined them into a rich and varied and elaborate 
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iMinnony, of which the original performer could lay claim to little share. 
The great hills played a concert among themselves, each contributing a 
strain of airy sweetness. 

Little Joe’s face brightened at once. 

^^Dear father,” cried he, skipping cheerily to and fro, ^‘tbal^tr^ge 
js go ne^.Md.,tbe,ii^.^^ the mountains all seem glad qS 

*^Yes7’ growled the lime-burher^~ wifh an oath “but he has let the fire 
go down, and no thanks to him if five hundred bushels of lime are not 
spoiled. If I catch the fellow hereabouts again, I shall feel like tossing 
him into the furnace!” 

With his long pole in his hand, he ascended to the top of the kiln. After 
a moment’s pause, he called to his son. 

“Come up here, Joel” said he. 

So little Joe ran up the hillock, and stood by his father’s side. 
marMe was all burnt int 9 perfect, snow-white lime. But on its surface, in 
rii^THTdsl^oTIthe circle^ — ^snow-white too, and thoroughly converted into 
4ime, — ^lay a human skeleton, in the attitude of a person who, after long 
toil, lies Sown to long repose. Within the ribs — strange to say — ^was the 
sh s^ of a Tinma n heart. 

fellowVheart made of marble?” cried Bartram, in some per- 
plexity at this phenomenon. “At any rate, it is burnt into what looks like 
special good lime; and, taking all the bones together, my kiln is half a 
bushel the richer for him.” 

So saying, the rude lime-burner lifted his pole, and, letting it fall upon 
the skeleton, the relics of Ethan Brand were crumbled into fragments. 


THE CANTERBURY PILGRIMS 

The summer moon, which shines in so many a tale, was beaming over 
a broad extent of uneven country. Some of its brightest rays were flung 
into a spring of water, where no traveller, toiling, as the writer has, up 
the hilly road beside which it gushes, ever failed to quench his thirst. 
The work of neat hands and considerate art was visible about this blessed 
fountain. An open cistern, hewn and hollowed out of solid stone, was 
placed above the waters, which filled it to the brim, but by some invisible 
outlet were conveyed away without dripping down its sides. Though the 
basin had not room for another drop, and the continual gush of water 
made a tremor on the surface, there was a secret charm that forbade it 
to overflow. I remember, that when I had slaked my summer thirst, and 
sat panting by the cistern, it Was my fanciful theory that Nature could 
not afford to lavish so pure a liquid, as she does the waters of all meaner 
fountains. 
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While the moon was hanging almost perpendicularly over this q)at, 
two figures appeared on the summit of the hill, and came with noiseless 
footsteps down towards the spring. They were then in the first freshness 
of youth; nor is there a wrinkle now on either of their brows, and yet 
they wore a strange, old-fashioned garb. One, a young man with ruddy 
cheeks, walked beneath the canopy of a broad-brimmed gray hat; he 
seemed to have inherited his great-grandsire’s square-skirted coat, and a 
waistcoat that extended its immense flaps to his knees; his brown locks, 
also, hung down behind, in a mode unknown to our times. By his side 
was a sweet young damsel, her fair features sheltered by a prim little 
bonnet, within which appeared the vestal muslin of a cap; her close, 
long-waisted gown, and indeed her whole attire, might have been worn 
by some rustic beauty who had faded half a century before. But that 
there was something too warm and life-like in them, I would here have 
compared this couple to the ghosts of two young lovers who had died 
long since in the glow of passion, and now were straying out of their 
graves, to renew the old vows, and shadow forth the unforgotten kiss of 
their earthly lips, beside the moonlit spring. 

^Thee and I will rest here a moment, Miriam,’^ said the young man, 
as they drew near the stone cistern, ^^for there is no fear that the elders 
know what we have done; and this may be the last time we shall ever 
taste this water.’’ 

Thus speaking, with a little sadness in his face, which was also visible 
in that of his companion, he made her sit down on a stone, and was 
about to place himself very close to her side; she, however, repelled him, 
though not unkindly. 

^^Nay, Josiah,” said she, giving him a timid push with her maiden 
hand, ^^thee must sit farther off, on that other stone, with the spring be- 
tween us. What would the sisters say, if thee were to sit so close to me?” 

^‘But we are of the world’s people now, Miriam,” answered Josiah. 

The girl persisted in her prudery, nor did the youth, in fact, seem al- 
together free from a similar sort of shyness; so they sat apart from each 
other, gazing up the hill, where the moonlight discovered the tops of a 
group of buildings. While their attention was thus occupied, a party of 
travellers, who had come wearily up the long ascent, made a halt to re- 
fresh themselves at the spring. There were three men, a woman, and a 
little girl and boy. Their attire was mean, covered with the dust of the 
summer’s day, and damp with the night-dew; they all looked woebe- 
gone, as if the cares and sorrows of the world had made their steps heav-^ 
ier as they climbed the hill ; even the two little children appeared older 
in evil days than the young man and maiden who had first approached 
the spring. 

“Good evening to you, young folks,” was the salutation of the trav- 
ellers; and “Gck^ evening, friends,” replied the youth and damsel. 

“Is that white building the Shaker meeting-house?” asked one of the 
strangers. “And are those the red roofs of the Shaker village?” 
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|K/‘Friend, it is the Shaker village/’ answered Josiah, after some hesi- 
ta^iidn. 

The travellers, who, from the first, had looked suspiciously at the garb 
of these young people, now taxed them with an intention which all the 
circumstances, indeed, rendered too obvious to be mistaken. 

^Tt is true, friends,” replied the young man, summoning up b*s cour- 
age. ^‘Miriam and I have a gift to love each other, and we are going 
among the world’s people, to live after their fashion. And ye know that 
we do not transgress the law of the land; and neither ye, nor the elders 
themselves, have a right to hinder us.” 

^^Yet you think it expedient to depart without leave-taking,” remarked 
one of the travellers. 

^^Yea, ye-a,” said Josiah, reluctantly, “because father Job is a very 
awful man to speak with; and being aged himself, he has but little char- 
ity for what he calls the iniquities of the flesh.” 

“Well,” said the stranger, “we will neither use force to bring you back 
to the village, nor will we betray you to the elders. But sit you here 
awhile, and when you have heard what we shall tell you of the world 
which we have left, and into which you are going, perhaps you will turn 
back with us of your own accord. What say you?” added he, turning to 
his companions. “We have travelled thus far without becoming known 
to each other. Shall we tell our stories, here by this pleasant spring, for 
our own {pastime, and the benefit of these misguided young lovers?” 

In accordance with this proposal, the whole party stationed them- 
selves round the stone cistern; the two children, being very weary, fell 
asleep upon the damp earth, and the pretty Shaker girl, whose feelings 
were those of a nun or a Turkish lady, crept as close as possible to the 
female traveller, and as far as she well could from the unknown men. 
The same person who had hitherto been the chief spokesman now stood 
up, waving his hat in his hand, and suffered the moonlight to fall full 
upon his front. 

“In me,” said he, with a certain majesty of utterance, — “in me, you 
behold a poet.” 

Though a lithographic print of this gentleman is extant, it may be 
well to notice that he was now nearly forty, a thin and stooping figure, 
in a black coat, out at elbows; notwithstanding the ill condition of his 
attire, there were about him several tokens of a peculiar sort of foppery, 
unworthy of a mature man, particularly in the arrangement of his hair, 
which was so disposed as to give all possible loftiness and breadth to his 
forehead. However, he had an intelligent eye, and, on the whole, a 
marked countenance. 

“A poet!” repeated the young Shaker, a little puzzled how to under- 
stand such a designation, seldom heard in the utilitarian community 
where he had spent his life. “Oh, ay, Miriam, he means a varse-maker, 
thee must know.” 

This remark jarred upon the susceptible nerves of the poet*, nor could 
he help wondering whet strange fatality had put into this young man’s 
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mouth an epithet, which ill-natured people had affirmed to be more pro- 
per to his merit than the one assumed by himself. 

^True, I am a verse-maker,^’ he resumed, '‘but my verse is no more 
than the material body into which I breathe the celestial soul of thought. 
Alas! how many a pang has it cost me, this same insensibility to the 
ethereal essence of poetry, with which you have here tortured me again, 
at the moment when I am to relinquish my profession forever! O Fate! 
why hast thou warred with Nature, turning all her higher and more per- 
fect gifts to the ruin of me, their possessor? What is the. voice of song, 
when the world lacks the ear of taste? How can I rejoice in my strength 
and delicacy of feeling, when they have but made great sorrows out of 
little ones? Have I dreaded scorn like death, and yearned for fame as 
others pant for vital air, only to fmd myself in a middle state between 
obscurity and infamy? But 1 have my revenge! I could have given ex- 
istence to a thousand bright creations. I crush them into m.y heart, and 
there let them putrefy! I shake off the dust of my feet against my coun- 
trymen! But posterity, tracing my footsteps up this weary hill, will cry 
shame upon the unworthy age that drove one of the fathers of American 
song to end his days in a Shaker village! ’ 

During this harangue, the speaker gesticulated with great energy, and, 
as poetry is the natural language of passion, there appeared reason to 
apprehend his final explosion into an ode extempore. The reader must 
understand that, for all these bitter words, he was a kind, gentle, harm- 
less, poor fellow enough, whom Nature, tossing her ingredients together 
without looking at her recipe, had sent into the world with too much of 
one sort of brain, and hardly any of another. 

"Friend,” said the young Shaker, in some perplexity, "thee seemest to 
have met with great troubles; and, doubtless, I should pity them, if — if 
I could but understand what they were.” 

"Happy in your ignorance!” replied the poet, with an air of sublime 
superiority. "To your coarser mind, perhaps, I may seem to speak of 
more important griefs when I add, what I had wellnigh forgotten, that 
I am out at elbows, and almost starved to death. At any rate, you have 
the advice and example of one individual to warn you back ; for I am 
come hither, a disappointed man, flinging aside the fragments of my 
hopes, and seeking shelter in the calm retreat which you are so anxious 
to leave.” 

"I thank thee, friend,” rejoined the youth, "but I do not mean to be a 
poet, nor. Heaven be praised 1 do I think Miriam ever made a varse in 
her life. So we need not fear thy disappointments. But, Miriam,” he 
added, with real concern, "thee knowest that the elders admit nobody 
that has not a gift to be useful. Now, what under the sun can they do 
with this poor varse-maker?” 

"Nay, Josiah, do not thee discourage the poor man,” said the girl, in 
all simplicity and kindness. "Our hymns' are very rough, and perhaps 
they may trust him to smooth them.” 

Without noticing this hint of professional ejnployment, the poef 
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turned away, and gave himself up to a sort of vague reverie, which he 
Ccilled thought. Sometimes he watched the moon, pouring a silvery liquid 
on the clouds, through which it slowly melted till tney became all 
bright; then he saw the same sweet radiance dancing on the leafy trees 
which rustled as if to shalce it off, or sleeping on the high tops of hills, 
or hovering down in distant valleys, like the material of unshaped 
dreams; lastly, he looked into the spring, and there the light was ming- 
ling with the water. In its crystal bosom, too, beholding all heaven re- 
flected there, he found an emblem of a pure and tranquil breast. He lis- 
tened to that most ethereal of all sounds, the song of crickets, coming in 
full choir upon the wind, and fancied that, if moonlight could be heard, 
it would sound just like that. Finally, he took a draught at the Shaker 
spring, and, as if it were the true Castalia, was forthwith moved to com- 
pose a lyric, a Farewell to his Harp, which he swore should be its closing 
strain, the last verse that an ungrateful world should have from him. 
This fusion, with two or three other little pieces, subsequently written, 
he took the first opportunity to send, by one of the Shaker brethren, to 
Concord, where they were published in the New Hampshire Patriot. 

Meantime, another of the Canterbury pilgrims, one so different from 
the poet that the delicate fancy of the latter could hardly have conceived 
of him, began to relate his sad experience. He was a small man, of quick 
and unquiet gestures, about fifty years old, with a narrow forehead, all 
wrinkled and drawn together. He held in his hand a pencil, and a card 
of some commission-merchant in foreign parts, on the back of which, for 
there was light enough to read or write by, he seemed ready to figure 
out a calculation. 

‘‘Young man,’^ said he, abruptly, “what quantity of land do the Shak- 
ers own here, in Canterbury?^^ 

“That is more than I can tell thee, friend,^^ answered Josiah, “but it 
is a very rich establishment, and for a long way by the roadside thee 
may guess the land to be ours, by the neatness of the fences.” 

“And what may be the value of the whole,” continued the stranger, 
“with all the buildings and improvements, pretty nearly, in round num- 
bers?” 

“Oh, a monstrous sum, — ^more than I can reckon,” replied the young 
Shaker. 

“Well, sir,” said the pilgrim, “there was a day, and not very long ago, 
neither, when I stood at my counting-room window, and watched the 
signal flags of three of my own ships entering the harbor, from the East 
Indies, from Liverpool, and from up the Straits, and I would not have 
given the invoice of the least of them for the title-deeds of this whole 
Shaker settlement. You stare. Perhaps, now, you won^t believe that I 
could have put more value on a little piece of paper, no bigger than the 
palm of your hand, than all these solid acres of grain, grass, and pas- 
ture-land would sell for?” 

“I won’t dispute it, friend,” answered Josiah, “but I know I had 
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rather have fifty acres of this good land than a whole sheet of thy 
paper/^ 

^^You may sa^ so now/^ said the ruined merchant, bitterly, ^‘for my 
name would not be worth the paper I should write it on. Of course, you 
must have heard of my failure?’’ 

And the stranger mentioned his name, which, however mighty it might 
have been in the commercial world, the young Shaker had never heard 
of among the Canterbury hills. 

^‘Not heard of my failure I” exclaimed the merchant, considerably 
piqued. “Why, it was spoken of on ’Change in London, and from Bos- 
ton to New Orleans men trembled in their shoes. At all events, I did fail, 
and you see me here on my road to the Shaker village, where, doubtless 
(for the Shakers are a shrewd sect ), they will have a due respect for my 
experience, and give me the management of the trading part of the con- 
cern, in which case I think I can pledge myself to double their capital in 
four or five years. Turn back with me, young man; for though you will 
never meet with my good luck, yon can hardly escape my bad.’' 

“I will not turn back for this,” replied Josiah, calmly, “any more than 
for the advice of the varse-maker, between whom and thee, friend, I see 
a sort of likeness.* though I can’t justly say where it lies. But Miriam 
and I can earn our daily bread among the world’s people as well as in 
the Shaker village. And do we want anything more, Miriam?” 

“Nothing more, Josiah,” said the girl, quietly. 

“Yea, Miriam, and daily bread for some other little mouths, if God 
send them,” observed the simple Shaker lad. 

Miriam did not reply, but looked down into the spring, where she en- 
countered the image of her own pretty face, blushing within the prim 
little bonnet. The third pilgrim now took up the conversation. He was a 
sunburnt countryman, of tall frame and bony strength, on whose rude 
and manly face there appeared a darker, more sullen and obstinate de- 
spondency, than on those of either the poet or the merchant. 

“Well, now, youngster,” he began, “these folks have had their say, so 
I’ll take my turn. My story will cut but a poor figure by the side of 
theirs; for I never supposed that I could have a right to meat and drink, 
and great praise besides, only for tagging rhymes together, as it seems 
this man does; nor ever tried to get the substance of hundreds into my 
own hands, like the trader there. When I was about of your years, I 
married me a wife, — just such a neat and pretty young woman as Mir- 
iam, if that’s her name, — and all I asked of Providence was an ordinary 
blessing on the sweat of my brow, so that we might be decent and com- 
fortable, and have daily bread for ourselves, and for some other little 
mouths that we soon had to feed. We had no very great prospects before 
us; but I never wanted to be idle; and I thought it a matter of course 
that the Lord would help me, because I was willing to help myself.” 

“And didn’t He help thee, friend?” dem^lnded Josiah, with some eag- 
erness. 
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*‘No,” said the yeoman, sullenly; ^‘for then you would not have seen 
me here. I have labored hard for years; and my means have been grow- 
ing narrower, and my living poorer, and my heart colder and heavier, 
all the time; till at last I could bear it no longer. I set myself down to 
calculate whether I had best go on the Oregon expedition, or come here 
to the Shaker village; but I had not hope enough left in me to begin the 
world over again; and, to make my story short, here I am. And now, 
youngster, take my advice, and turn back; or else, some few years 
hence, youll have to climb this hill, with as heavy a heart as mine.” 

This simple story had a strong effect on the young fugitives. The mis- 
fortunes of the poet and merchant had won little sympathy from their 
plain good sense and unworldly feelings, qualities which made them such 
unprejudiced and inflexible judges, that few men would have chosen to 
take the opinion of this youth and maiden as to the wisdom or folly of 
their pursuits. But here was one whose simple wishes had resembled 
their own, and who, after efforts which almost gave him a right to claim 
success from fate, had failed in accomplishing them. 

“But thy wife, friend?” exclaimed the younger man. “What became 
of the pretty girl, like Miriam? Oh, I am afraid she is dead I” 

“Yea, poor man, she must be dead, — she and the children, too,” 
sobbed Miriam. 

The female pilgrim had been leaning over the spring, wherein latterly 
a tear or two might have been seen to fall, and form its little circle on 
the surface of the water. She now looked up, disclosing features still 
comely, but which had acquired an expression of fretfulness, in the same 
long course of evil fortune that had thrown a sullen gloom over the 
temper of the unprosperous yeoman. 

“I am his wife,” said she, a shade of irritability just perceptible in 
the sadness of her tone. “These poor little things, asleep on the ground, 
are two of our children. We had two more, but God has provided better 
for them than we could, by taking them to Himself.” 

“And what would thee advise Josiah and me to do?” asked Miriam, 
this being the first question which she had put to either of the strangers. 

“ Tis a thing almost against nature for a woman to try to part true 
lovers,” answered the yeoman ^s wife, after a pause; “but I’ll speak as 
truly to you as if these were my dying words. Though my husband told 
you some of our troubles, he didn’t mention the greatest, and that which 
makes all the rest so hard to bear. If you and your sweetheart marry, 
you’ll be kind and pleasant to each other for a year or two, and while 
that’s the case, you never will repent; but, by and by, he’ll grow gloomy, 
rough, and hard to please, and you’ll be peevish, and full of little angry 
fits, and apt to be complaining by the fireside, when he comes to rest 
himself from his troubles out of doors; so your love will wear away by 
little and little, and leave you miserable at last. It has been so with us; 
and yet my husband and I v^re true lovers once, if ever two young folks 
were.” 

As she ceased, the yeoman and his wife exchanged a glance, in which 
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there was more and warmer affection than they had supposed to have 
escaped the frost, of a wintry fate, in either of their breasts. At that mO' 
ment, when they stood on the utmost verge of married life, one word fitly 
spoken, or perhaps one peculiar look, had they had mutual confidence 
enough to reciprocate it, might have renewed all their old feelings, and 
sent them back, resolved to sustain each other amid the struggles of the 
world. But the crisis passed and never came again. Just then, also, the 
children, roused by their mother’s voice, looked up, and added their 
wailing accents to the testimony borne by all the Canterbury pilgrims 
against the world from which they fled. 

“We are tired and hungry!” cried they. “Is it far to the Shaker vil- 
lage?” 

The Shaker youth and maiden looked mournfully into each other’s 
eyes. They had but stepped across the threshold of their homes, when 
lo! the dark array of cares and somms that rose up to warn them back. 
The varied narratives of the stran^'ers had arranged themselves into a 
parable; they seemed not merely instances of woful fate that had be- 
fallen others, but shadowy omens of disappointed hope and unavailing 
toil, domestic grief and estranged affection, that would cloud the onward 
path of these poor fugitives. But after one instant’s hesitation, they 
opened their arms, and sealed their resolve with as pure and fond an 
embrace as ever youthful love had hallowed. 

“We will not go back,” said they. “The world never can be dark to us, 
for we will always love one another.” 

Then the Canterbury pilgrims went up the hill, while the poet chanted 
a drear and desperate stanza of the Farewell to his Harp, fitting music 
for that melancholy band. They sought a home where all former ties of 
nature or society would be sundered, and all old distinctions levelled, 
and a cold and passionless security be substituted for mortal hope and 
fear, as in that other refuge of the world’s weary outcasts, the grave. 
The lovers drank at the Shaker spring, and then, with chastened hopes, 
but more confiding affections, went on to mingle in an untried life. 


THE DEVIL IN MANUSCRIPT 

On u bitter evening of December, I arrived by mail in a large town, 
which was then the residence of an intimate friend, one of those gifted 
youths who cultivate poetry and the belles-lettres, and call themselves 
students at law. My first business, after suoper, was to visit him at the 
office of his distinguished instructor. As I have said, it was a bitter night, 
clear starlight, but cold as Nova Zembla, — the shop-windows along the 
street being frosted, so as almost to hide the lights^ while the wheels of 
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coaches thundered equally loud over frozen earth and pavements of 
stone. There was no snow, either on the ground or ^he roofs of the 
houses. The wind blew so violently, that I had but to spread my cloak 
like a main-sail, and scud along the street at the rate of ten knots, 
greatly envied by other navigators, who were beating slowly up, with 
the gale right in their teeth. One of these I capsized, but was vone on 
the wings of the wind before he could even vociferate an oath. 

After this picture of an inclement night, behold us seated by a great 
blazing fire, which looked so comfortable and delicious that I felt in- 
clined to lie down and roll among the hot coals. The usual furniture of 
a lawyer^s office was around us, — rows of volumes in sheepskin, and a 
multitude of writs, summonses, and other legal papers, scattered over 
the desks and tables. But there were certain objects which seemed to in- 
timate that we had little dread of the intrusion of clients, or of the 
learned counsellor himself, who, indeed, was attending court in a dis- 
tant town. A tall, decanter-shaped bottle stood on the table, between 
two tumblers, and beside a pile of blotted manuscripts, altogether dis- 
similar to any law documents recognized in our courts. My friend, whom 
I shall call Oberon, — it was a name of fancy and frier^dship between him 
and me, — ^my friend Oberon looked at these papers with a peculiar ex- 
pression of disquietude. 

‘T do believe,’’ said he, soberly, ‘‘or, at least, I could believe, if I 
chose, that there is a devil in this pile of blotted papers. You have read 
them, and know what I mean, — that conception in which I endeavored 
to embody the character of a fiend, as represented in our traditions and 
the written records of witchcitift. Oh, I have a horror of what was cre- 
ated in my own brain, and shudder at the manuscripts in which I gave 
that dark idea a sort of material existence! Would they were out of my 
sight!” 

“And of mine, too,” thought I. 

“You remember,” continued Oberon, “how the hellish thing used to 
suck away the happiness of those who, by a simple concession that 
seemed almost innocent, subjected themselves to his power. Just so my 
peace is gone, and all by these accursed manuscripts. Have you felt 
nothing of the same influence?” 

“Nothing,” replied I, “uiJess the spell be hid in a desire to turn nov- 
elist, after reading your delightful tales.” 

“Novelist!” exclaimed Oberon, half seriously. “Then, indeed, my 
devil has his claw on you! You are gone! You cannot even pray for de- 
liverance! But we will be the last and only victims; for this night I 
mean to bum the manuscripts, and commit the fiend to his retribution in 
the flames.” 

“Burn your tales!” repeated I, startled at the desperation of the idea. 

“Even so,” said the author, despondingly. “You cannot conceive what 
an effect the composition of these tales has had on me. I have become 
ambitious of a bubble, and careless of solid reputation. I am surround- 
ing myself with sh^ows, which bewilder me, by aping the realities of 
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life. They have drawn me aside from the beaten path of the world, and 
led me into a strange sort of sditude , — a solitude in the midst of men, — 
where nobody wishes for what I do, nor thinks nor feels as I do. The 
tales have done all this. When they are ashes, perhaps I shall be as I 
was before they had existence. Moreover, the sacrifice is less than you 
may suppose, since nobody will publish them.” 

^^That does make a difference, indeed,” said I. 

^They have been offered, by letter,” continued Oberon, reddening 
with vexation, ‘Ho some seventeen booksellers. It would make you stare 
to read their answers; and read them you should, only that I burnt them 
as fast as they arrived. One man publishes nothing but school-books; 
another has five novels already under examination.” 

“What a voluminous mass the unpublished literature of America must 
be!” cried I. 

“Oh, the Alexandrian manuscripts were nothing to it!” said my 
friend. “Well, another gentleman is just giving up business, on purpose, 
I verily believe, to escape publishing my book. Several, however, would 
not absolutely decline the agency, on my advancing half the cost of an 
edition, and giving bonds for the remainder, besides a high percentage 
to themselves, whether the book sells or not Another advises a subscrip- 
tion.” 

“The villain!” exclaimed I. 

“A fact!” said Oberon. “In short, of all the seventeen booksellers, 
only one has vouchsafed even to read my tales ; and he — a literary dab- 
bler himself, I should judge — ^has the impertinence to criticise them, 
proposing what he calls vast improvements, and concluding, after a gen- 
eral sentence of condemnation, with the definitive assurance that he wfl) 
not be concerned on any terms.” 

“It might not be amiss to pull that fellow’s nose,” remarked I. 

“If the whole ‘trade’ had one common nose, there would be some sat- 
isfaction in pulling it,” answered the author. “But, there does seem to 
be one honest man among these seventeen unrighteous ones; and he tells 
me fairly, that no American publisher will meddle with an American 
work, — seldom if by a known writer, and never if by a new one , — unless 
at the writer’s risk.” 

“The paltry rogues!” cried I. “Will they live by literature, and yet 
risk nothing for its sake? But, after all, you might publish on your own 
account.” 

“And 90 I might,” replied Oberon. “But the devil of the business is 
this. These people have put me so out of conceit with the tales, that I 
loathe the very thought of them, and actually experience a physical 
sickness of the stomach, whenever I glance at them on the table. I tell 
you there is a demon in them! I anticipate a wild enjoyment in seeing 
them in the blaze; such as I should feel in taking vengeance on an en- 
emy, or destroying something noxious.” 

I did not very strenuously oppose this determination, being privately 
of opinion, in spite of my partiality for the author^ that his tales would 
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make a more brilliant appearance in the fire than an3rwhere else. Before 
proceeding to execution, we broached the bottle of champagne, which 
Oberon had provided for keeping up his spirits in this cloltful business. 
We swallowed each a tumblerful, in sparkling commotion ; it went bub- 
bling down our throats, and brightened my eyes at once, but left my 
friend sad and heavy as before. He drew the tales towards him, with a 
mixture of natural affection and natural disgust, like a father taking a 
deformed infant into his arms. 

“Pooh! Pish! Pshaw!’’ exclaimed he, holding them at arm’s-length. 
“It was Gray’s idea of heaven, to lounge on a sofa and read new novels. 
Now, what more appropriate torture would Dante himself have con- 
trived, for the sinner who perpetrates a bad book, than to be continually 
turning over the manuscript?” 

“It would fail of effect,” said I, “because a bad author is always his 
own great admirer.” 

‘I lack that one characteristic of my tribe, — the only desirable one,” 
observed Oberon. “But how many recollections throng upon me, as I 
turn over these leaves! This scene came into my fancy as I walked 
along a hilly road, on a starlight October evening; in the pure and brac- 
ing air, I became all soul, and felt as if I could climb the sky, and run a 
race along the Milky-Way. Here is another tale, in which I wrapt my- 
self during a dark and dreary night-ride in the month of March, till the 
rattling of the wheels and the voices of my companions seemed like 
faint sounds of a dream, and my visions a bright reality. That scribbled 
oage describes shadows which I summoned to my bedside at midnight: 
they would not depart when I bade them; the gray dawn came, and 
found me wide awake and feverish, the victim of my own enchant- 
ments!” 

“There must have been a sort of happiness in all this,” said I, smit- 
ten with a strange longing to make proof of it. 

“There may be happiness in a fever fit,” replied the author. “And 
then the various moods in which I wrote! Sometimes my ideas were like 
precious stones under the earth, requiring toil to dig them up, and care 
to polish and brighten them; but often a delicious stream of thought 
would gush out upon the page at once, like water sparkling up suddenly 
in the desert ; and when it had passed, I gnawed my pen hopelessly, or 
blundered on with cold and miserable toil, as if there were a wall of ice 
between me and my subject.” 

“Do you now perceive a corresponding difference,” inquired I, “be- 
tween the passages which you wrote so coldly, and those fervid flashes 
of the mind?” • 

“No,” said Oberon, tossing the manuscripts on the table. “I find no 
traces of the golden pen with which I wrote in characters of fire. My 
treasure of fairy coin is changed to worthless dross. My picture, painted 
in what seemed the loveliest ^lues, presents nothing but a faded and in- 
distinguishable surface. I have been eloquent and poetical and humor- 
ous in a dream, — and, behold! it is all nonsense, now that I am awake.” 
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My friend now threw sticks of wood and dry chips upon the fire, and 
seeing it blaze like Nebuchadnezzar’s furnace, seized the champagne- 
bottle, and drank two or three brimming bumpers, successively. The 
heady liquor combined with his agitation to throw him into a species of 
rage. He laid violent hands on the tales. In one instant more, their faults 
and beauties would alike have vanished in a glowing purgatory. But, all 
at once, I remembered passages of high imagination, deep pathos, origi- 
nal thoughts, and points of such varied excellence, that the vastness of 
the sacrifice struck me most forcibly. I caught his arm. 

“Surely, you do not mean to burn them!” I exclaimed. 

“Let me alone!” cried Oberon, his eyes flashing fire. “I will burn 
them! Not a scorched syllable shall escape! Would you have me a 
damned author? — To undergo sneers, taunts, abuse, and cold neglect, 
and faint praise, bestowed, for pity’s sake, against the giver’s con- 
science! A hissing and a laughing-stock to my own traitorous thoughts! 
An outlaw from the protection of the grave, — one whose ashes every 
careless foot might spurn, unhonored in life, and remembered scornfully 
in death! Am I to bear all this, when yonder fire will insure me from 
the whole? No! There go the tales' May my hand wither when it would 
write another!” 

The deed was done. He had thrown the manuscripts into the hottest 
of the fire, which at first seemed to shrink away, but soon curled around 
them, and made them a part of its own fervent brightness. Oberon stood 
gazing at the conflagration, and shortly began to soliloquize, in the wild- 
est strain, as if Fancy resisted and became riotous, at the moment when 
he would have compelled her to ascend that funeral pile. His words de- 
scribed objects which he appeared to discern in the fire, fed by his own 
precious thoughts; perhaps the thousand visions which the writer’s 
magic had incorporated with these pages became visible to him in the 
dissolving heat, brightening forth ere they vanished forever; while the 
smoke, the vivid sheets of flame, the ruddy and whitening coals, caught 
the aspect of a varied scenery. 

“They blaze,” said he, “as if I had steeped them in the intensest 
spirit of genius. There I see my lovers clasped in each other’s arms. How 
pure the flame that bursts from their glowing hearts! And yonder the 
features of a villain writhing in the fire that shall torment him to eter- 
nity. My holy men, my pious and angelic women, stand like martyrs 
amid the flames, their mild eyes lifted heavenward. Ring out the bells! 
A city is on fire. See! — destruction roars through my dark forests, while 
the lakes boil up in steaming billows, and the mountains are volcanoes, 
and' the sky kindles with a lurid brightness! All elements are but one 
pervading flame! Ha! The fiend!” 

I was somewhat startled by this latter exclamation. The tales were 
almost consumed, but just then threw fortji a broad sheet of fire, which 
flickered as with laughter, making the whole room dance in its bright- 
ness, and then roared portentously up the chimney. 

“You saw him? You must tave seen him!” cried Oberon. “How he 
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glared at me and laughed, in that last sheet of flame, with just the fea- 
tures that I imagined for him! Weill The tales are gorj^e/^ 

The papers were indeed reduced to a heap of black cinders, with a 
multitude of sparks hurrying confusedly among them, the traces of the 
pen being now represented by white lines, and the whole mass fluttering 
to and fro in the draughts of air. The destroyer knelt down to look at 
them. 

*^What is more potent than fireP^ said he, in his gloomiest tone. ^^Even 
thought, invisible and incorporeal as it is, cannot escape it. In this little 
time, it has annihilated the creations of long nights and days, which I 
could no more reproduce, in their first glow and freshness, than cause 
ashes and whiten^ bones to rise up and live. There, too, I sacrificed the 
imborn children of my mind. All that I had accomplished — ^all that I 
planned for future years — ^has perished by one common ruin, and left 
only this heap of embers! The deed has been my fate. And what re- 
mains? A weary and aimless life , — a long repentance of this hour, — ^and 
At last an obscure grave, where they will bury and forget me!” 

As the author concluded his dolorous moan, the extinguished embers 
arose and settled down and arose again, and finally fl^w up the chimney, 
like a demon with sable wings. Just as they disappeared, there was a 
loud and solitary cry in the street below us. “Fire!” Fire! Other voices 
caught up that terrible word, and it speedily became the shout of a mul- 
titude. Oberon started to his feet, in fresh excitement. 

^^A fire on such a night! ” cried he. ‘The wind blows a gale, and wher- 
ever it whirls the flames, the roofs will flash up like gunpowder. Every 
pump is frozen up, and boiling water would turn to ice the moment it 
was flung from the engine. In an hour, this wooden town will be one 
great bonfire! What a glorious scene for my next — Pshaw!” 

The street was now dl alive with footsteps, and the air full of voices. 
We heard one engine thundering round a corner, and another rattling 
from a distance over the pavements. The bells of three steeples clanged 
out at once, spreading the alarm to many a neighboring town, and ex- 
pressing hurry, confusion, and terror, so inimitably that I could almost 
distinguish in their peal the burden of the universal cry, — “Fire! Fire! 
Fire!” 

“What is so eloquent as their iron tongues!” exclaimed Oberon. “My 
heart leaps and trembles, but not with fear. And that other sound, too, 
— deep and awful as a mighty organ, — the roar and thunder of the mul- 
titude on the pavement below! Come! We are losing time. I will cry 
out in the loudest of the uproar, and mingle my spirit with the wildest 
of the confusion, and be a bubble on the top of the ferment! ” • 

From the first outcry, my forebodings had warned me of the true ob- 
ject and centre of alarm. There was nothing now but uproar, above, be- 
neath, and around us; footsteps stumbling pell-mell up the public stair- 
case, eager shouts and heavy \humps at the door, the whiz and dash of 
water from the engines, and the crash of furniture thrown upon the 
pavement. At once, the truth flashed uppn my friend. His frenzy took 
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the hue of joy, and, with a wild gesture of exultation, he leaped almosi; 
to the ceiling of Jthe chamber. 

tales!” cried Oberon. “The chimney! The roof! The Fiend has 
gone forth by night, and startled thousands in fear and wonder from 
their beds! Here I stand, — a triumphant author! Huzza! Huzza! My 
brain has set the town on fire! Huzza!” 


MY KINSMAN, MAJOR MOLINEUX 

After the kings of Great Britain had assumed the right of appointing 
the colonial governors, the measures of the latter seldom met with the 
ready and generous approbation whi< h had been paid to those of their 
predecessors, under the original charters. The people looked with most 
jealous scrutiny tQ the exercise of power which did not emanate from 
themselves, and they usually rewarded their rulers with slender grati- 
tude for the compliances by which, in softening their instructions from 
beyond the sea, they had incurred the reprehension of those who gave 
them. The annals of Massachusetts Bay will inform us, that of six gov- 
ernors in the space of about forty years from the surrender of the old 
charter, under James II., two were imprisoned by a popular insurrec- 
tion; a third, as Hutchinson inclines to believe, was driven from the 
province by the whizzing of a musket-ball; a fourth, in the opinion of 
the same historian, was hastened to his grave by continual bickerings 
with the House of Representatives; and the remaining two, as well as 
their successors, till the Revolution, were favored with few and brief in- 
tervals of peaceful sway. The inferior members of the court party, in 
times of high political excitement, led scarcely a more desirable life. 
These remarks may serve as a preface to the following adventures, 
which chanced upon a summer night, not far from a hundred years ago. 
The reader, in order to avoid a long and dry detail of colonial affairs, is 
requested to dispense with an account of the train of circumstances that 
had caused much temporary inflammation of the popular mind. 

It was near nine o^clock of a moonlight evening, when a boat crossed 
the ferry with a single passenger, who had obtained his conveyance at 
that unusual hour by the promise of an extra fare. While he stood on 
the ilanding-place, searching in either pocket for the means of fulfilling 
his agreement, the ferryman lifted a lantern, by the aid of which, and 
the newly risen moon, he took a very accurate survey of the stranger^s 
figure. He was a youth of barely eighteen years, evidently country-bred, 
and now, as it should seem, upon his first visit to town. He was clad in 
a coarse gray coat, well worn, but in excellent repair ; his under gar- 
ments were durably constructed of leather, and fitted tight to a pair of 
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serviceable and well-shaped limbs; his stockings of blue yarn were the 
incontrovertible work of a mother or a sister; and orchis head was a 
three-cornered hat, which in its better days had perhaps sheltered the 
graver brow of the lad’s father. Under his left arm was a heavy cudgel 
formed of an oak sapling, and retaining a part of the hardened root; 
and his equipment was completed by a wallet, not so abundantly stocked 
as to incommode the vigorous shoulders on which it hung. Brown, curly 
hair, well-shaped features, and bright, cheerful eyes were nature’s gifts, 
and worth all that art could have done for his adornment. 

The youth, one of whose names was Robin, finally drew from his 
pocket the hdf of a little province bill of five shillings, which, in the 
depreciation in that sort of currency, did but satisfy the ferryman’s de- 
mand, with the surplus of a sexangular piece of parchment, valued at 
three pence. He then walked forward into the town, with as light a step 
as if his day’s journey had not already exceeded thirty miles, and with 
as eager an eye as if he were entering London city, instead of the little 
metropolis of a New England colony. Before Robin had proceeded far, 
however, it occurred to him that he knew not whither to direct his steps; 
so he paused, and looked up and down the narrow street, scrutinizing the 
small and mean wooden buildings that were scattered on either side. 

^^This low hovel cannot be my kinsman’s dwelling,” thought he, ^^nor 
yonder old house, where the moonlight enters at the broken casement; 
and truly I see none hereabouts that might be worthy of him. It would 
have been wise to inquire my way of the ferryman, and doubtless he 
would have gone with me, and earned a shilling from the Major for his 
pains. But the next man I meet will do as well.” 

He resumed his walk, and was glad to perceive that the street now 
became wider, and the houses more respectable in their appearance. He 
soon discerned a figure moving on moderately in advance, and hastened 
his steps to overtake it. As Robin drew nigh, he saw that the passenger 
was a man in years, with a full periwig of gray hair, a wide-skirted coat 
of dark cloth, and silk stockings rolled above his knees. He carried a 
long and polished cane, which he struck down perpendicularly before 
him at every step; and at regular intervals he uttered two successive 
hems, of a peculiarly solemn and sepulchral intonation. Having made 
these observations, Robin laid hold of the skirt of the old man’s coat, 
just when the light from the open door and windows of a barber’s shop 
fell upon both their figures. 

^^Good evening to you, honored sir,” said he, making a low bow, and 
still retaining his hold of the skirt. ‘T pray you tell me whereabouts is 
the dwelling of my kinsman. Major Molineux.” • 

The youth’s question was uttered very loudly; and one of the bar- 
bers, whose razor was descending on a well-soaped chin, and another 
who was dressing a Ramilliej wig, left their occupations, and came to the 
door. The citizen, in the mean time, turned a long-favored countenance 
upon Robin, and answered him in a tone of excessive anger and annoy- 
ance. His two sepukhral hems, however, broke into the very centre of 
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his rebuke, with most singular effect, like a thought of the cold grave 
obtruding among wrathful passions. 

“Let go my garment, fellow! I tell you, I know not the man you 
speak of. What! I have authority, I have — hem, hem — authority; and if 
this be the respect you show for your betters, your feet shall be brought 
acquainted with the stocks by daylight, tomorrow morning!’’ 

Robin released the old man’s skirt, and hastened away, pursued by an 
ill-mannered roar of laughter from the barber’s shop. He was at first 
considerably surprised by the result of his question, but, being a shrewd 
youth, soon thought himself able to account for the mystery. 

“This is some country representative,” was his conclusion, “who has 
never seen the inside of my kinsn^an’s door, and lacks the breeding to 
answer a stranger civilly. The man is old, or verily — I might be tempted 
to turn back and smite him on the nose. Ah, Robin, Robin! even the 
barber’s boys laugh at you for choosing such a guide! You will be wisei 
in time, friend Robin.” 

He now became entangled in .t succession of crooked and narrovi 
streets, which crossed each other, and meandered at no great distance 
from the water-side. The smell of tar was obvious to his nostrils, the 
masts of vessels pierced the moonlight above the tops of the buildings, 
and the numerous signs, which Robin paused to read, informed Kim that 
he was near the centre of business. But the streets were empty, the shops 
were closed, and lights were visible only in the second stories of a few 
dwelling-houses. At length, on the corner of a narrow lane, through 
which he was passing, he beheld the broad countenance of a British hero 
swinging before the door of an inn, whence proceeded the voices of many 
guests. The casement of one of the lower windows was thrown back, and 
a very thin curtain permitted Robin to distinguish a party at supper, 
round a well-furnished table. The fragrance of the good cheer steamed 
forth into the outer air, and the youth could not fail to recollect that the 
last remnant of his travelling stock of provision had yielded to his morn- 
ing appetite, and that noon had found and left him dinnerless. 

“Oh, that a parchment three-penny might give me a right to sit down 
at yonder table!” said Robin, with a sigh. “But the Major will make 
me welcome to the best of his victuals; so I will even step boldly in, and 
inquire my way to his dwelling.” 

He entered the tavern, and was guided by the murmur of voices and 
the fumes of tobacco to the public-room. It was a long and low apart- 
ment, with oaken walls, grown dark in the continual smoke, and a floor 
which was thickly sanded, but of no immaculate purity. A number of 
persons — the larger part of whom appeared to be mariners, or in some 
way connected with the sea — occupied the wooden benches, or leather- 
bottomed chairs, conversing on various matters, and occasionally lending 
their attention to some topic of general interest. Three or four litth 
groups were draining as many bowls of punch, which the West India 
trade had long since made a familiar drink in the colony. Others, wh*^ 
had the appearance of men \^ho lived by regular>and laborious handi- 
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craft, preferred the insulated bliss of an unshared potation, and became 
more taciturn under its influence. Nearly all, in short, ^vinced a predi- 
lection for the (5ood Creature in some of its various shapes, for this is a 
vice to which, as Fast Day sermons of a hundred years ago will testify, 
we have a long hereditary claim. The only guests to whom Robin’s sym- 
pathies inclined him were two or three sheepish countrymen, who were 
using the inn somewhat after the fashion of a Turkish caravansary; they 
had gotten themselves into the darkest comer of the room, and heedless 
of the Nicotian atmosphere, were supping on the bread of their own 
ovens, and the bacon cured in their own chimney-smoke. But though 
Robin felt a sort of brotherhood with these strangers, his eyes were at- 
tracted from them to a person who stood near the door, holding whis- 
pered conversation with a group of ill-dressed associates. His features 
were separately striking almost to grotesqueness, and the whole face left 
a deep impression on the memory. The forehead bulged out into a 
double prominence, with a vale between; the nose came boldly forth in 
an irregular curve, and its bridge was of more than a finger’s breadth; 
the eyebrows were deep and shaggy, and the eyes glowed beneath them 
like fire in a cave. ^ 

While Robin deliberated of whom to inquire respecting his kinsman’s 
dwelling, he was accosted by the innkeeper, a little man in a stained 
white apron, who had come to pay his professional welcome to the 
stranger. Being in the second generation from a French Protestant, he 
seemed to have inherited the courtesy of his parent nation; but no va? 
riety of circumstances was ever known to change his voice from the one 
dirill note in which he now addressed Robin. 

^Trom the country, I presume, sir?” said he, with a profound bow. 
*^Beg leave to congratulate you on your arrival, and trust you intend a 
long stay with us. Fine town here, sir, beautiful buildings, and much 
that may interest a stranger. May I hope for the honor of your com- 
mands in respect to supper?” 

‘‘The man sees a family likeness! the rogue has guessed that I am re- 
lated to the Major!” thought Robin, who had hitherto experienced 
little superfluous civility. 

All eyes were now turned on the country lad, standing at the door, in 
his worn three-cornered hat, gray coat, leather breeches, and blue yam 
stockings, leaning on an oaken cudgel, and bearing a wallet on his back. 

Robin replied to the courteous innkeeper, with such an assumption 
of confidence as befitted the Major’s relative. “My honest friend,” he 
said, “I shall make it a point to patronize your house on some occasion, 
when” — ^here he could not help lowering his voice — “when I may have 
more than a parchment three-pence in my pocket. My present business,” 
continued he, speaking with lofty confidence, “is merely to inquire my 
way to the dwelling of my kipsman. Major Molineux.” 

There was a sudden and general movement in the room, which Robin 
interpreted as expressing the eagerness of each individual to become 
his guide. But the incikeeper turned his ^yes to a written paper on the 
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wall, which he read, or seemed to read, with occasional recurrences to 
the young man’s figure. 

^ What have \^e here?” said he, breaking his speech into little dry frag- 
ments. Teft the house of the subscriber, bounden servant, Hezeki^ 
Mudge, — ^had on, when he went away, gray coat, leather breeches, mas- 
ter’s third-best hat. One pound currency reward to whosoever shall lodge 
him in any jail of the providence.’ Better trudge, boy; better trudge!” 

Robin had begun to draw his hand towards the lighter end of the oak 
cudgel, but a strange hostility in every countenance induced him to re- 
linquish his purpose of breaking the courteous innkeeper’s head. As he 
turned to leave the room, he encountered a sneering glance from the 
bold-featured p)ersonage whom he had before noticed; and no sooner was 
he beyond the door, than he heard a general laugh, in which the inn- 
keeper’s voice might be distinguished, like the dropping of small stones 
into a kettle. 

‘‘Now, is it not strange,” thought Robin, with his usual shrewdness, — 
“is it not strange that the confession of an empty pocket should out- 
weigh the name of my kinsman, Major Molineux? Oh, if I had one of 
those grinning rascals in the woods, where I and my oak sapling grew up 
together, I would teach him that my arm is heavy though my purse be 
light!” 

On turning the corner of the narrow lane, Robin found himself in a 
spacious street, with an unbroken line of lofty houses on each side, and a 
steepled building at the upper end, whence the ringing of a bell announced 
the hour of nine. The light of the moon, and the lamps from the numerous 
shop-windows, discovered people promenading on the pavement, and 
amongst them Robin had hoped to recognize his hitherto inscrutable 
relative. The result of his former inquiries made him unwilling to hazard 
another, in a scene of such publicity, and he determined to walk slow- 
ly and silently up the street, thrusting his face close to that of every 
elderly gentleman, in search of the Major’s lineaments. In his progress, 
Robin encountered many gay and gallant figures. Embroidered garments 
of showy colors, enormous periwigs, gold-laced hats, and silver-hilted 
swords glided past him and dazzled his optics. Travelled youths, im- 
itators of the European fine gentlemen of the period, trod jauntily 
along, half dancing to the fashionable tunes which they hummed, and 
making poor Robin ashamed of his quiet and natural gait. At length, 
after many pauses to examine the gorgeous display of goods in the 
shop-windows, and after suffering some rebukes for the impertinence of 
his scrutiny into people’s faces, the Major’s kinsman found himself near 
theisteepled building, still unsuccessful in his search. As yet, however, 
he had seen only one side of the thronged street; so Robin crossed, 
and continued the same sort of inquisition down the opposite pavement, 
with stronger hopes than the philosopher seeking an honest man, but 
with no better fortune. He had arrived abolit midway towards the lower 
end, from which his course began, when he overheard the approach of 
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some one who struck down a cane on the flag-stones at every step, utter- 
ing at regular intervals, two sepulchral hems. 

“Mercy on us!” quoth Robin, recognizing the sound.* 

Turning a corner, which chanced to be close at his right hand, he 
hastened to pursue his researches in some other part of the town. His 
patience now was wearing low, and he seemed to feel more fatigue from 
his rambles since he crossed the ferry, than from his journey of several 
days on the other side. Hunger also pleaded loudly within him, and 
Robin began to balance the propriety of demanding, violently, and 
with lifted cudgel, the necessary guidance from the first solitary pass- 
enger whom he should meet. While a resolution to this effect was gaining 
strength, he entered a street of mean appearance, on either side of which 
a row of ill-built houses was straggling towards the harbor. The moon- 
light fell upon no passenger along the whole extent, but in the third 
domicile which Robin passed there was a half -opened door, and his 
keen glance detected a woman’s garment within. 

“My luck may be better here,” said he to himself. 

Accordingly, he approached the door^ and beheld it shut closer as he 
did so; yet an open space remained, sufficing for th§ fair occupant to 
observe the stranger, without a corresponding display on her part. All 
that Robin could discern was a strip of scarlet petticoat, and the occa- 
sional sparkle of an eye, as if the moonbeams were trembling on some 
bright thing, 

“Pretty mistress,” for I may call her so with a good conscience, 
thought the shrewd youth, since I know nothing to the contrary, — “my 
sweet pretty mistress, will you be kind enough to tell me whereabouts 
I must seek the dwelling of my kinsman. Major Molineux?” 

Robin’s voice was plaintive and winning, and the female, seeing 
nothing to be shunned in the handsome country youth, thrust open the 
door, and came forth into the moonlight. She was a dainty little figure, 
ivith a white neck, round arms, and a slender waist, at the extremity of 
vhich her scarlet petticoat jutted out over a hoop, as if she were standing 
'n a balloon. Moreover, her face was oval and pretty, her hair dark be- 
iieath the little cap, and her bright eyes possessed a sly freedom, which 
triumphed over those of Robin. 

“Major Molineux dwells here,” said this fair woman. 

Now, her voice was the sweetest Robin had heard that night, yet he 
could not help doubting whether that sweet voice spoke Gospel truth. 
He looked up and down the mean street, and then surveyed the house 
before which they stood. It was a small, dark edifice of two stories, the 
second of which projected over the lower floor, and the front apartment 
had the aspect of a shop for petty commodities. 

“Now, truly, I am in luck,” replied Robin, cunningly, “and so indeed 
is my kinsman, the Major, in having so pretty a housekeeper. But I 
prithee trouble him to step (o the door; I will deliver him a message 
from his friends in the country, and then go back to my lodgings at the 
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^'Nay, the Major has been abed this hour or more/’ said the lady of 
the scarlet pettipat; “and it would be to little purpose to disturb him 
to-night, seeing his evening draught was of the strongest. But he is a 
kind-hearted man, and it would be as much as my life’s worth to let a 
kinsman of his turn away from the door. You are the good old gentleman’s 
very picture, and I could swear that was his rainy-weather hat. Also he 
has garments very much resembling those leather small-clothes. But 
come in, I pray, for I bid you hearty welcome in his name.” 

So saying, the fair and hospitable dame took our hero by the hand; 
and the touch was light, and the force was gentleness, and though Robin 
read in her eyes what he did not hear in her words, yet the slender-waist- 
ed woman in the scarlet petticoat proved stronger than the athletic coun- 
try youth. She had drawn his half-willing footsteps nearly to the thresh- 
old, when the opening of a door in i he neighborhood startled the Major’s 
housekeeper, and, leaving the Ma or’s kinsman, she vanished speedily 
into her own domicile. A heavy yawn preceded the appearance of a man, 
who, like the Moonshine of Pyramus and Thisbe, carried a lantern, 
needlessly aiding his sister luminary in the heavens. As he walked sleepily 
up the street, he turned his broad, dull face on Robin, and displayed a 
long staff, spiked at the end. 

“Home, vagabond, home!” said the watchman, in accents that seemed 
to fall asleep as soon as they were uttered. “Home, or we’ll set you in the 
stocks by peep of day!” 

“This is the second hint of the kind,” thought Robin. “I wish they 
would end my difficulties, by setting me there to-night.” 

Nevertheless, the youth felt an instinctive antipathy towards the guard- 
ian of midnight order, which at first prevented him from asking his 
usual question. But just when the man was about to vanish behind the 
corner, Robin resolved not to lose the opportunity, and shouted lustily 
after him, — 

“I say, friend! will you guide me to the house of my kinsman, Majoi 
Molineux?” 

The watchman made no reply, but turned the comer and was gone; 
yet Robin seemed to hear the sound of drowsy laughter stealing along 
the solitary street. At that moment, also, a pleasant titter saluted him 
from the open window above his head; he looked up, and caught the 
sparkle of a saucy eye; a round arm beckoned to him, and next he heard 
light footsteps descending the staircase within. But Robin, being of 
the household of a New England clergyman, was a good youth, as well 
as a shrewd one; so he resisted temptation, and fled away. 

‘'He now roamed desperately, and at random, through the town, almost 
ready to believe that a spell was on him, like that by which a wizard of 
his country had once kept three pursuers wandering, a whole winter 
night, within twenty paces of the cottage which they sought. The streets 
lay before him, strange and desolate, and’ the lights were extinguished 
in almost every house. Twice, however, little parties of men, among 
whom Robih distinguished individuals in outlandijh attire, came hurry- 
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ing along; but, though on both occasions, they paused to address him, 
such intercourse did not at all enlighten his perplexity. T^y did but utter 
a few words in some language of which Robin knew nothing, and per- 
ceiving his inability to answer, bestowed a curse upon him in plain 
English and hastened away. Finally, the lad determined to knock at the 
door of every mansion that might appear worthy to be occupied by his 
kinsman, trusting that perseverance would overcome the fatality that 
had hitherto thwarted him. Firm in this resolve, he was passing beneath 
the walls of a church, which formed the corner of two streets, when, as 
he turned into the shade of its steeple, he encountered a bulky stranger, 
muffled in a cloak. The man was proceeding with the speed of earnest 
business, but Robin planted himself full before him, holding the oak 
cudgel with both hands across his body as a bar to further passage. 

“Halt, honest man, and answer me a question,’’ said he, very resolutely. 
“Tell me, this instant, whereabouts is the dwelling of my kinsman. Major 
Molineuxl ” 

“Keep your tongue between your teeth, fool, and let me pass! ” said a 
deep, gruff voice, which Robin partly remembered. “Let me pass, or I’ll 
strike you to the earth ! ” , 

“No, no, neighbor!” cried Robin, flourishing his cudgel, and then 
thrusting its larger end dose to the man’s muffled face. “No, no, I’m not 
the fool you take me for, nor do you pass till I have an answer to my 
question. Whereabouts is the dwelling of my kinsman. Major Molineux?” 

The stranger, instead of attempting to force his passage, stepped back 
into the moonlight, unmuffled his face, and stared full into that of Robin. 

“Watch here an hour, and Major Molineux will pass by,” said he. 

Robin gazed with dismay and astonishment on the unprecedented 
I^ysiognomy of the speaker. The forehead with its double prominence, 
the broad hooked nose, the shaggy eyebrows, and fiery eyes were those 
which he had noticed at the inn, but the man’s complexion had under- 
gone a singular, or, more properly, a twofold change. One side of the 
face blazed an intense red, while the other was black as midnight, the 
division line being in the broad bridge of the nose; and a mouth which 
seemed to extend from ear to ear was black or red, in contrast to the 
color of the cheek. The effect was as if two individual devils, a fiend of 
fire and a fiend of darkness, had united themselves to form this infernal 
visage. The stranger grinned in Robin’s face, muffled his party-colored 
features, and was out of sight in a moment. 

“Strange things we travellers see!” ejaculated Robin. 

He seated himself, however, upon the steps of the church-door, resolv- 
ing to wait the appointed time for his kinsman. A few moments Wfete 
consumed in philosophical speculations upon the species of man who 
had just left him; but having settled this point shrewdly, rationally, and 
satisfactorily, he was compelled to look elsewhere for his amusement. 
And first he threw his eyes along the street. It was of more respectable 
appearance than most of those into which he had wandered; and the 
moon, creating, like <he imaginative po>yer, a beautiful sttangeness in 
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familiar objects, gave something of romance to a scene that mi^t not 
have possessed it in the light of day. The irregular and often quaint ar- 
<Aitecture of tie houses, some of whose roofs were broken into numerous 
little peaks, while others ascended, steep and narrow, into a single point, 
and others again were square ; the pure snow-white of some of their com- 
plexions, the aged darkness of others, and the thousand sparklings, re- 
flected from bright substances in the walls of many; these matters en- 
gaged Robin^s attention for a while, and then began to grow wearisome. 
Next he endeavored to define the forms of distant objects, starting away, 
with almost ghostly indistinctness, just as his eye appeared to grasp 
them ; and finally he took a minute survey of an edifice which stood on 
the opposite side of the street, directly in front of the church-door, where 
he was stationed. It was a large square mansion, distinguished from its 
neighbors by a balcony, which rested on tall pillars, and by an elaborate 
Gothic window, communicating therewith. 

^Terhaps this is the very house I have been seeking,” thought Robin. 

Then he strove to speed away » he time, by listening to a murmur which 
swept continually along the street, yet was scarcely audible, except to an 
unaccustomed e^r like his; it was a low, dull, dreamy sound, compounded 
of many noises, each of which was at too great a distance to be separately 
heard. Robin marvelled at this snore of a sleeping town, and niarvell^ 
more whenever its continuity was broken by now and then a distant 
shout, apparently loud where it originated. But altogether it was a sleep- 
inspiring sound, and, to shake off its drowsy influence, Robin arose, and 
climbed a window-frame, that he might view the interior of the church. 
There the moonbeams came trembling in, and fell down upem the de- 
serted pews, and extended along the quiet aisles. A fainter yet more aw- 
ful radiance was hovering around the pulpit, and one solitary ray had 
dared to rest upon the open page of the great Bible. Had nature, in that 
deep hour, become a worshipper in the house which man had builded? 
Or was that heavenly light the visible sanctity of the place, — visible be- 
cause no earthly and impure feet were within the walls? The scene made 
Robin^s heart shiver with a sensation of loneliness stronger than he had 
ever felt in the remotest depths of his native woods; so he turned away 
and sat down again before the door. There were graves around the 
church, and now an uneasy thought obtruded into Robin’s breast. What 
if the object of his search, which had been so often and so strangely 
thwarted, were all the time mouldering in his shroud? What if his kins- 
man should glide through yonder gate, and nod and smile to him in dimly 
passing by? 

•^‘Oh that any breathing thing were here with me! ” said Robin. 

Recalling his thoughts from this uncomfortable track, he sent them 
over forest, hill, and stream, and attempted to imagine how that evening 
of ambiguity and weariness had been spent by his father’s household. He 
pictured them assembled at the door, beneath the tree, the great old 
tree, which had been spared for its huge twisted trunk and venerable 
shade^. when a thousand leafy brethren fell. Then, at the going down of 
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the summer sun, it was his father’s custom to perform domestic worship, 
that the neighbors might come and join with him like brothers of the 
family, and that the wayfaring man might pause to drinS at that foun- 
tain, and keep his heart pure by freshening the memory of home. Robin 
distinguished the seat of every individual of the little audience; he saw 
the good man in the midst, holding the Scriptures in the golden light that 
fell from the western clouds; he beheld him close the book and all rise up 
to pray. He heard the old thanksgivings for daily mercies, the old sup- 
plications for their continuance, to which he had so often listened in 
weariness, but which were now among his dear remembrances. He per- 
ceived the slight inequality of his father’s voice when he came to speak 
of the absent one; he noted how his mother turned her face to the broad 
and knotted trunk; how his elder brother scorned, because the beard was 
rough upon his upper lip^ to permit his features to be moved ; how the 
younger sister drew down a low hanging branch before her eyes; and 
how die little one of all, whose sports had hitherto broken the decorum 
of the scene, understood the prayer for her playmate, and burst into 
clamorous grief. Then he saw them go in at the door ; and when Robin 
would have entered also, the latch tinkled into its place^ and he was ex- 
cluded from his home. 

*‘Am I here, or there?” cried Robin, starting; for all at once, when his 
thoughts had become visible and audible in a dream, the long, wide, soli- 
tary street shone out before him. 

He aroused himself, and endeavored to fix his attention steadily upon 
the large edifice which he had surveyed before. But still his mind kept 
vibrating between fancy and reality; by turns, the pillars of the balcony 
lengthened into the tall, bare stems of pines, dwindled down to human 
figures, settled again into their true shape and size, and then commenced 
a new succession of changes. For a single moment, when he deemed him- 
self awake, he could have sworn that a visage — one which he seemed to 
remember, yet could not absolutely name as his kinsman’s — was looking 
towards him from the Gothic window. A deeper sleep wrestled with and 
nearly overcame him, but fled at the sound of footsteps along the oppo- 
site pavement. Robin rubbed his eyes, discerned a man passing at the 
foot of the balcony, and addressed him in a loud, peevish, and lamentable 
cry. 

‘^Hallo, friend! must I wait here all night for my kinsman. Major 
Molineux?” 

The sleeping echoes awoke, and answered the voice ; and the passen- 
ger, barely able to discern a figure sitting in the oblique shade of the 
steeple, traversed the street to obtain a nearer view. He was himself*^ 
gentleman in his prime, of open, intelligent, cheerful, and altogether pre- 
possessing countenance. Perceiving a country youth, apparently homeless 
and without friends, he accosted him in a tone of real kindness, which 
had become strange to Robin’s *ears. 

‘Well, my good lad, why are you sitting here?” inquired he. “Can I be 
of service to you in any way?” 
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am afraid not, sir,’^ replied Robin, despondingly; ‘‘yet I shall take 
it kindly, if you’ll answer me a single question. I’ve been searching, half 
the night, for dne Major Molineux; now, sir, is there really such a person 
in these parts, or am I dreaming?” 

“Major Molineux! The name is not altogether strange to me,” said tht- 
gentleman, smiling. “Have you any objection to telling me the nature o^ 
your business with him?” 

Then Robin briefly related that his father was a clergyman, settled on 
a sm^all salary, at a long distance back in the country, and that he and 
Major Molineux were brothers’ children. The Major, having inherited 
riches, and acquired civil and military rank, had visited his cousin, in 
great pomp, a year or two before ; had manifested much interest in Robin 
and an elder brother, and, being childless himself, had thrown out hints 
respecting the future establishment of one of them in life. The elder 
brother was destined to succeed ro the farm which his father cultivated in 
the interval of sacred duties; it was therefore determined that Robin 
should profit by his kinsman’.^ generous intentions, especially as he 
seemed to be rather the favorite , and w^as thought to possess other nec^ 
essary endowments. 

“For I have Ae name of being a shrewd youth,” observed Robin, in 
this part of his story. 

“I doubt not you deserve it,” replied his new friend, good-naturedly; 
“but pray proceed.” 

“Well, sir, being nearly eighteen years old, and well grown, as you 
see,” continued Robin, drawing himself up to his full height, “I thought 
it high time to begin in the world. So my mother and sister put me in 
handsome trim, and my father gave me half the remnant of his last year’s 
salary, and five days ago I started for this place, to pay the Major a visit. 
But, would you believe it, sir! I crossed the ferry a little after dark, and 
have yet found nobody that would show me the way to his dwelling, 
only, an hour or two since, I was told to wait here, and Major Molineux 
would pass by.” 

“Can you describe the man who told you this?" inquired the gentle 
man. 

“Oh, he was a very ill-favored fellow, sir,” replied Robin, “with two 
great bumps on his forehead, a hook nose, fiery eyes; and, what struck 
me as the strangest, his face was of two different colors. Do you happen 
to know such a man, sir?” 

“Not intimately,” answered the stranger, “but I chanced to meet him 
a little time previous to your stopping me. I believe you may trust his 
^rd, and that the Major will very shortly pass through this street. In 
the mean time, as I have a singular curiosity to witness your meeting, I 
will sit down here upon the steps and bear you company.” 

He seated himself accordingly, and soon engaged his companion in ani^ 
mated discourse. It was but of brief continuance, however, for a noise of 
shouting, which had long been remotely audible, drew so much nearer 
that Robin inquired its cause. t 

m • 
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^‘What may be the meaning of this uproar?” asked he. ^‘Truly, if your 
town be alwa}^ as noisy, I shall find little sleep while I am an inhabi- 
tant.” * 

‘‘Why, indeed, friend Robin, there do appear to be three or four riot- 
ous fellows abroad to-night,” replied the gentleman. “You must not ex- 
pect all the stillness of your native woods here in our streets. Bu^ the 
watch will shortly be at the heels of these lads and” — 

“Ay, and set them in the stocks by peep of day,” interrupted Robin, 
recollecting his own encounter with the drowsy lantern-bearer. “But, dear 
sir, if I may trust my ears, an army of watchmen would never make head 
against such a multitude of rioters. There were at least a thousand voices 
went up to make that one shout.” 

“May not a man have several voices, Robin, as well as two complex- 
ions?” said his friend. 

“Perhaps a man may; but Heaven forbid that a woman should I” re- 
sponded the shrewd youth, thinking of the seductive tones of the Major’s 
housekeeper. 

The sounds of a trumpet in some neighboring street now became so ev- 
ident and continual, that Robin’s curiosity was strongly ^excited. In addi- 
tion to the shouts, he heard frequent bursts from many instruments of 
discord, and a wild and confused laughter filled up the intervals. Robin 
rose from the steps, and looked wistfully towards a point whither people 
seemed to be hastening. 

“Surely some prodigious merry-making is going on,” exclaimed he. “I 
have laughed very little since I left home, sir, and should be sorry to lose 
an opportunity. Shall we step round the corner by that darkish house, 
and take our share of the fun?” 

“Sit down again, sit down, good Robin,” replied the gentleman, laying 
his hand on the skirt of the gray coat. “You forget that we must wait here 
for your kinsman; and there is reason to believe that he will pass by, in 
the course of a very few moments.” 

The near approach of the uproar had now disturbed the neighborhood ; 
windows flew open on all sides; and many heads, in the attire of the pil- 
low, and confused by sleep suddenly broken, were protruded to the gaze 
of whoever had leisure to observe them. Eager voices hailed each other 
from house to house, all demanding the explanation, which not a soul 
could give. Half-dressed men hurried towards the unknown commotion. 
Stumbling as they went over the stone steps that thrust themselves into 
the narrow foot-walk. The shouts, the laughter, and the tuneless bray, 
the antipodes of music, came onwards with increasing din, till scattered 
individuals, and then denser bodies, began to appear round a corner mr 
the distance of a hundred yards. 

“Will you recognize your kinsman, if he passes in this crowd?” in- 
quired the gentleman. 

“Indeed, I can’t warrant it, ^r; but I’ll take my stand here, and keep 
a bright lookout,” answered Robin, descending to the outer edge of the 
pavement. c . * * 



MY KINSMAN, MAJOR MOLINEUX 

A mighty stream of people now «nptied into the street, and can» roll- 
ing slowly towards the church. A single horseman wheel^ the comer in 
the midst of tnem, and close behind him came a band of fearful ¥dnd- 
instruments, sending forth a fresher discord now that no intervening 
buildings kept it from the ear. Then a redder light disturbed the moon- 
beams, and a dense multitude of torches shone along the street, conceal- 
ing, by their glare, whatever object they illuminated. The single horse- 
man, clad in a military dress, and bearing a drawn sword, rode onward 
as the leader, and, by his fierce and variegated countenance, appeared 
like war personified; the red of one cheek was an emblem of fire and 
sword; the blackness of the other betokened the mourning that attends 
them. In his train were wild figures in the Indian dress, and many fan- 
tastic shapes without a model, giving the whole march a visionary air, as 
if a dream had broken forth from some feverish brain, and were sweep- 
ing visibly through the midnight streets. A mass of people, inactive, ex- 
cept as applauding spectators, hemmed the procession in; and several 
women ran along the sidewalk, piercing the confusion of heavier sounds 
with their shrill voices of mirth or error. 

“The double-f^ced fellow has his eye upon me,’^ muttered Robin, with 
an indefinite but an uncomfortable idea that he was himself to bear a 
part in the pageantry. 

The leader turned himself in the saddle, and fixed nis glance full upon 
the country youth, as the steed went slowly by. When Robin had freed 
his eyes from those fiery ones, the musicians were passing before him, 
and the torches were close at hand; but the unsteady brightness of the 
latter formed a veil which he could not penetrate. The rattling of wheels 
over the stones sometimes found its way to his ear, and confused traces 
of a human form appeared at intervals, and then melted into the vivid 
light. A moment more, and the leader thundered a command to halt: the 
trumpets vomited a horrid breath, and then held their peace; the shouts 
and laughter of the people died away, and there remained only a univer- 
sal hum, allied to silence. Right before Robin’s eyes was an uncovered 
cart. There the torches blazed the brightest, there the moon shone out 
like day, and there, in tar-and-feathery dignity, sat his kinsman. Major 
Molineux! • 

He was an elderly man, of large and majestic person, and strong, 
square features, betokening a steady soul ; but steady as it was, his ene- 
mies had found means to shake it. His face was pale as death, and far 
more ghastly; the broad forehead was contracted in his agony, so that 
his eyebrows formed one grizzled line; his eyes were red and wild, and 
TIfc foam hung white upon his quivering lip. His whole frame was agi- 
tated by a quick and continual tremor, which his pride strove to quell, 
even in those circumstances of overwhelming humiliation. But perhaps 
the bitterest pang of all was when his eyes met those of Robin; for he 
evidently knew him on the instant, as the youth stood witnessing the foul 
disgrace of a h^ad grown gray in honor. They stared at each other in 
sileno', and Robin’s knees shpok, and his hair brl«tled, with a mixture of 
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pity and terror. Soon, however, a bewildering excitement began to seize 
upon his mind; the preceding adventures of the night, the unexpected 
appearance of the crowd, the torches, the confused din and the hush that 
followed, the spectre of his kinsman reviled by that great multitude, — 
all this, and, more than all, a perception of tremendous ridicule in the 
whole scene, affected him with a sort of mental inebriety. At that moment 
a voice of sluggish merriment saluted Robin^s ears; he turned instinc- 
tively, and just behind the corner of the church stood the lantern-bearer, 
rubbing his eyes, and drowsily enjoying the lad’s amazement. Then he 
heard a peal of laughter like the ringing of silvery bells; a woman 
twitched his arm, a saucy eye met his, and he saw the lady of the scar- 
let petticoat. A sharp, dry cachinnation appealed to his memory, and, 
standing on tiptoe in the crowd, with his white apron over his head, he 
beheld the courteous little innkeeper. And lastly, there sailed over the 
heads of the multitude a great, broad laugh, broken in the midst by two 
sepulchral hems; thus, ^^Haw, haw, haw, — hem, hem, — ^haw, haw, haw, 
haw!” 

The sound proceeded from the balcony of the opposite edifice, and 
thither Robin turned his eyes. In front of the Gothic window stood the 
Did citizen, wrapped in a wide gown, his gray periwig exchanged for a 
nightcap, which was thrust back from his forehead, and his silk stockings 
hanging about his legs. He supported himself on his polished cane in a fit 
of convulsive merriment, which manifested itself on his solemn old fea- 
tures like a funny inscription on a tombstone. Then Robin seemed to hear 
the voices of the barbers, of the guests of the inn, and of all who had 
made sport of him that night. The contagion was spreading among the 
multitude, when all at once, it seized upon Robin, and he sent forth a 
shout of laughter that echoed through the street, — every man shook his 
sides, every man emptied his lungs, but Robin’s shout was the loudest 
there. The cloud-spirits peeped from their silvery islands, as the congre- 
gated mirth went roaring up the sky! The Man in the Moon heard the 
far bellow. “Oho,” quoth he, “the old earth is frolicsome to-night!” 

When there was a momentary calm in that tempestuous sea of sound, 
the leader gave the sign, the procession resumed its march. On they went, 
like fiends that throng in mockery around some dead potentate, mighty 
no more, but majestic still in his agony. On they went, in counterfeited 
pomp, in senseless uproar, in frenzied merriment, trampling all on an old 
man’s heart. On swept the tumult, and left a silent street behind. 


“Well, Robin, are you dreaming?” inquired the gentleman, laying 
hand on the youth’s shoulder. 

Robin started, and withdrew his arm from the stone post to which he 
had instinctively clung, as the living stream rolled by him. His cheek was 
somewhat pale, and his eye not ?iuite as lively as in the earlier part of the 
evening. 
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“Will you be kind enough to show me the way to the ferry? ’’ said he, 
after a momei^’s pause. 

“You have, then, adopted a new subject of inquiry?” observed his 
companion, with a smile. 

“Why, yes, sir,” replied Robin, rather dryly. “Thanks to you, and to 
my other friends, I have at last met my kinsman, and he will scarce de- 
sire to see my face again. I begin to grow weary of a town life, sir. Will 
you show me the way to the ferry?” 

“No, my good friend Robin, — not to-night, at least,” said the gentle- 
man. “Some few days hence, if you wish it, I will speed you on your jour- 
ney. Or, if you prefer to remain with us, perhaps, as you are a shrewd 
youth, you may rise in the world without the help of your kinsman, Ma- 
K)r Molineux.” 
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